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GardenComm Announces 
Honors Recipients 

The GardenComm Honors Committee received more than 40 nominations 
for honors this year. The committee, chaired by Debra Prinzing, included Rob Cardillo, 

Melinda Myers and Nan Sterman. The honorees were acknowledged during the 
#2020GardenCommVirtualConference. The ceremony can be found on line. 

HALL OF FAME: STEPHANIE COHEN
     Stephanie Cohen started her career as an English teacher in a 
middle school in Camden, New Jersey. She returned to school and 
earned degrees in horticulture from Temple University and a Masters 
of Science in environmental studies from Arcadia University. She 
taught at Temple University, Ambler Campus, for more than 21 years 
and at The Barnes Arboretum for five. She has written three books 
and hundreds of horticulture articles. Stephanie became a Fellow of 
the Garden Writers of America in 2014. She has lectured all around 
the USA and Canada.
     She has won numerous awards from the Perennial Plant Associa-
tion, including their highest honor, and several for design competi-

tions, including awards for her own perennial garden and for one at the Temple University Arbore-
tum. She founded the arboretum at Temple University, Ambler Campus, and was the founding first 
director for more than five years. Stephanie won an alumni award from Temple and was the first 
horticulture graduate to become a Temple University Alumni Fellow. She has won a Pennsylvania 
Horticultural Society award and an American Nursery and Landscape Association award as Garden 
Communicator of the Year.
 Known as “The Perennial Diva,” four perennial plants have been named for Stephanie and her 
garden, including Achillea siberica ‘Stephanie Cohen’, hybridized by Bob Brown of Cotswold 
Gardens in England. It was trialed at Kew Gardens.
 In addition to writing, lecturing, and speaking, Stephanie is frequently consulted regarding 
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2020-21 GARDENCOMM OFFICERS 
President Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp  •  Write for You! LLC 

Vice President Maria Zampini  •  UpShoot LLC

Treasurer C.L. Fornari  •  The Garden Lady

Secretary Denise Schreiber  •  Schreiber Horticultural Consulting 

Past President Becky Heath  •  Brent & Becky’s 

Executive Director Marla Schrager   •  Kellen

DIRECTORS
N = National Director  •  R = Regional Director  •  Date = Term Expires

Feeling the GardenComm Passion and Expertise 
There was no denying the passion and expertise I witnessed through the 
planning, executing and experience of my first GardenComm conference. 
I hope you know by now that you elected a wonderful president, Jo Ellen 
Meyers Sharp. She has been forward thinking and open to new ideas—
pivoting as needed, while preserving the integrity of the organization to 
bring as much member value as possible. I bring this up to thank her for 
navigating these difficult times and leading by example through listening, 

trusting input from other leaders and committee chairs, rolling up her sleeves to do the work 
(any of it), delivering on what she says and appreciating those around her. The best example 
of this is the 2020 GardenComm Virtual Conference. 
 Along with Jo Ellen, huge kudos and thanks go to Maria Zampini and Kim Toscano 
Holmes. They seamlessly combined the Education and Programming Committees, which 
resulted in revamping the 2020 conference to virtual and lining up incredible programming 
for the rest of 2020 into 2021. You can find all the upcoming programs here. They couldn’t 
do it without the experts and committee members Barbara Wise, Noelle Johnson, Ryan 
McEnaney, Denise Schreiber, Abra Lee, Katie Elzer-Peters, Becky Heath and Ellen 
Zachos. Thank you to all of them as well.

REFRESHING AND INSPIRING
 Through myriad discussions, numerous iterations of schedules, endless reviews of 
budgets and comprehensive assessments of topics/speakers, the group above exuded 
limitless passion for the sake of their GardenComm friends and this beloved green industry. 
It was refreshing and inspiring. Not only did I learn about the organization through these 
conversations, I learned about garden communicating, while witnessing volunteers showing 
immense respect for each other.
 A few more groups I want to acknowledge are the ExComm, Board of Directors and 
GardenComm’s Kellen staff (Leslie Laguardia, your Account Manager; James Cafiero, your 
Account Coordinator; Monica Saunders, your Meeting Manager; Crystal Rankin and Peter 
Harris, your Social Media Managers; and Jennifer Kingsbury, your Controller). They all had an 
important part in the conference, whether making critical decisions, managing speakers 
and running through rehearsals, getting daily information to attendees and handling the 
unexpected tech glitches with grace. Thank you to each and every one of you. 
 Last and definitely not least, I want to thank our speakers and sponsors. Abra Lee, Ellen 
Zachos, Diane Blazek, Katie Elzer-Peters and April Thompson—just WOW. From Abra and 
Ellen, I was reminded of my why—why I do what I do as Executive Director. I’m fulfilled by 
helping the best of the best help each other selflessly grow personally and professionally. In 
my experience, this is a unique trait of associations and what I strive to do every day. AND, the 
Tequila Sunburn will certainly be on the menu as soon as it is safe to host a dinner party!

UNDERSTANDING THE ALLURE OF PLANTS
 From Diane, I learned I’m going to need a much bigger garden, but now knowing Kim 
Roman through production of her “Formula Salad” presentation, I know there is a lot that can 
be done with small gardens, too. Diane’s “What’s New” sessions blew me away. I had no idea 
how cool plant names were: Goldilocks acorn squash, Bee’s Knees petunia, Believe It or Not 
forsythia, Ice Cream Dream leucanthemum, American Pie Cherry Pie dianthus, SuperStar 
cabbage (love the tip for at home gardeners on this one—less work since it is disease 
resistant), Lancelot salvia, Hypnotica Limoncello dahlia and The Petite Knock Out rose 
(my personal fav since I am only 5 foot 2-ish). 
 The breeding session with Diane Blazek, Ryan Hall of Syngenta, Jason Jandrew of Ball/
PanAm and Judson Le Comte of Spring Meadows Nursery was incredibly informative as 
they shared trends in breeding, such as durability, which Jason said was super important for 
first-time gardeners (hand raise), heat tolerance (she says on a 90+ degree day) and overall 
longevity. 
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REGION 1
Sally Cunningham (2022 N)
Writer, Tour Director, Educator 

Charlie Nardozzi (2021 R) 
Gardening with Charlie Nardozzi

Cris Blackstone (2022 R) 

REGION 2 
Kathy Jentz (2021 N) 
Washington Gardener 

Teresa Speight (2021 R) 
Cottage in the Court 

Peggy Riccio (2022 R) 
pegplant.com

 REGION 3 
Diane Blazek (2022 N) 
All-America Selections/ 
National Garden Bureau 

Alicia Rittenhouse (2021 R) 
HyR BRIX Fertilizer

Pam Bennet (2022 R) 
Ohio State University Extension

REGION 4 
Kate Copsey (2021 N) 

Freelancer 
Helen Newling Lawson (2021 R) 

Spot On Communications
Kim Roman (2022 R) 

 Square Foot Gardening 4U

REGION 5 
Bill Johnson (2022 N) 

Bill Johnson Nature Stock 
Photography Inc. 

Shelley Cramm (2021 R-South) 
Garden in Delight

Chris Link (2022 R-North)
Plant Addicts Inc.  

Randy Schultz (2022 R-South)
Schultz Communications 

REGION 6 
Erica Grivas (2023 N) 

Chris Sabbarese (2021 R-South) 
Corona

Grace Hensley (2022 R-North)
Fashion Plants 

Noelle Johnson (2022 R-South) 
AZ Plant Lady, LLC

REGION 7 
Ken Brown (2021 N) 

gardening-enjoyed.com 
Niki Jabbour (2021 R) 

 The Weekend Gardener on News 
Talk Radio 95.7

Andrea Whitely (2022 R) 
Andrea Whitely Garden Consultant 

https://portal.gardencomm.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Site=GWA&WebCode=EventList&FromSearchControl=Yes
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horticulture issues and plants by many of the 
largest growers in Europe and America. She has been asked to review 
many horticulture books for major publications. 
 Stephanie is also very proud of all the many people she has 
mentored, both former students and garden writers. She is a teacher 
at heart and helping others find a way to communicate and succeed 
truly makes her happy.

Stephanie Cohen’s Comment:
 “I want to thank each and everyone of you for my award into the Hall 
of Fame. When Rob Cardillo called me, it took me several minutes to 
process what he told me. I was overjoyed. When I saw the list of all the 
winners, past and present, I felt truly blessed and honored. 
 “I felt like l had won an Academy Award, an Emmy and a Grammy all 
rolled into one. At the age of 82 years young this is one of the highlights 
of my life in a very long and varied career. Thank you again for bestow-
ing this award and know that I am truly proud to get such a prestigious 
accolade from such a wonderful professional organization.”

GARDENCOMM FELLOW: 
MARY B. GOOD
     Wisconsin State Journal editor calls Mary 
“clever, confident and uninhibited”; her 
lawyer calls her “unforgettable, whimsical 
and indefatigable”; and her daughter, 
Mimi, has three words to describe her, “fun, 
fun, fun.” Best of all GardenComm calls her 
a 2020 Fellow. Or maybe in Mary’s case 
Fellowette! 
     Washington, D.C. born and Chicago 
raised, our newest Fellow gave 10 years 

of service to the association, then called GWAA, including two-terms as 
Regional Director, and officer (Secretary, Treasurer, Vice-president and 
President- elect, after which she suffered a near-deadly bout with viral 
encephalitis and couldn’t assume the presidency). She has been a mem-
ber of our association for 51 years and a writer of many garden magazine 
and newspaper columns and articles—enough to wallpaper a house, 
including a long run of 22 years writing “The Potting Shed” for The Daily 
Herald, Chicago area. She’s written three horticultural books, including 
a regional wildflower book, co-authored two Time-Life Garden Guides, 
(Volume 5, Trees and Volume 6, Flowering Houseplants) and was a winner 
of a host of writing awards, including a Quill and Trowel Award for Best 
Magazine Article. A notorious storyteller, Mary has written two books of 
fiction as well. 
 Mary is a proud graduate of the American School of Floral Art, 
Chicago, and used her combined talents to write a liturgical decoration 
column for years for the National Catholic Reporter, Celebration! section, 
as well the Catholic Diocese of Superior, Wisconsin, and she served 18 
years as head liturgical decorator at her parish in Woodruff, Wisconsin. 
 With a special interest in art and design, Mary received an Associate 
of Arts degree from Nicolet College, Rhinelander, Wisconsin, attended 
Northwestern School of Journalism on a Chicago Workingman’s Schol-
arship from the Chicago Headline Club, attended Marquette University 
School of Journalism, got her B.S. in journalism from the University of 
Wisconsin and her M.S. in horticulture at UW-Madison with the award of 
an Allen Scholarship.

Along her long journey through life, she has been a decorator, a 
landscape designer, an extension agent, a horticultural business owner, 

a Wisconsin state Flower Show Judge, the PR girl for legendary peony 
breeder Carl Klehm of the Charles Klehm and Son Nursery, a Fellow in 
epigenetics with the Institute for Human Individuality and started one of 
the first organic community gardens in the country. 
 Mary is a member of the Wisconsin Academy of Science Arts and 
Letters and a member of the American Society of Journalists and Authors. 
  One of Mary’s favorite memories was being selected as the Wisconsin 
delegate to the International Horticultural Congress in Honolulu, Hawaii, 
in the 1980s. 
 Mary’s favorite interests include morel mushrooms, wildflowers and 
insectivorous plants. She does Zen Tangle, food art, collage and collects 
royalties—and dust.

Mary B. Good’s Comment: 
 “When Nan Sterman of the Awards Committee called to announce 
that I had been selected a GardenComm Fellow, several thoughts raced 
through my mind: Faint in disbelief; hang up—crank call; it’s a misdial; 
they’re looking for Johnny B. Goode and explode with joy. I haven’t been 
this excited since I was stalked by an anaconda in the Amazon!
 “We all need to be accepted and belong. There’s nothing so gratify-
ing as being acknowledged by one’s colleagues. I am humbled by this 
great honor. You have my deepest thanks. This award is the highlight of 
my career.
 “I will stay in GardenComm until I die because garden writers are 
more than unique, colorful and talented professional colleagues. You are 
special friends—like family. You have always been there for me, encour-
aging, advising, networking and sharing my pain. When my father died, 
for example, several garden writers, including the legendary Jim Wilson, 
came to the funeral to express their sympathy for my loss. These are the 
kind of people in GardenComm—warm, caring and supportive, and I’m 
so proud to be one of you.”

GARDENCOMM FELLOW: 
ELLEN ZACHOS
     Ellen is a Harvard graduate and the 
author of seven books, including Backyard 
Foraging: 65 Familiar Plants You Didn’t 
Know You Could Eat, and The Wild-crafted 
Cocktail. Her Backyard Forager calendar 
(for 2021) has just been published, and 
she writes a regular foraging column for 
Edible New Mexico magazine. Ellen also 
shares recipes and foraging tips on her 

website, Backyard Forager and offers several online foraging courses. 
 A former Broadway performer (cast of Les Mis), Ellen was named a 
Great American Gardener by the Epcot Flower and Garden Festival. She 
has worked with The Botanist gin since 2014, teaching foraged mixology 
workshops across the country. Ellen is passionate about showing people 
how to use their wild harvests. She is currently working on a wild foods 
cookbook and teaches wild cooking classes at foraging workshops and 
retreats across the United States. A long-time instructor at the New York 
Botanical Garden, she has moved to Santa Fe, New Mexico, and now 
splits her time between the desert Southwest and the lush Northeast. 
Ellen is co-host of the award-winning Plantrama podcast with 
C.L. Fornari.

Ellen has served as Secretary for GardenComm and Regional Director
from Region 5. She also served on the Search Committee for Garden-
Comm management and helped to develop the scope-of-work contract. 
She’s on the Education and Garden Media Awards committees.

–GardenComm Announces Honors Recipients, continued from page 1

— Continues on page 5

https://www.backyardforager.com
https://backyard-forager.thinkific.com
https://www.plantrama.com
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New Blog Manager
Check out the 
GardenComm
Grows blog for 
weekly features by 
members or 
special guest   
bloggers referred 
to us by members. 

    Cris Black- stone, Region 1 Regional 
Director, is our new contact person for 
the blog post-ings. She is planning 
different themes for each month, with 
several centered around GardenComm 
committee updates, references for 
GardenComm members and other 
topics of interest to garden commu-
nicators, including ideas just for 
refreshing and relaxing in this hectic 
world. 
 If you have an idea for a blog post, or 
would like more information, please email 
Cris at crisablackstone@gmail.com.

–Executive Director’s Message, continued from page 2

From Katie Elzer-Peters, the Digital Audit Worksheet will be an invaluable resource to take
you through the steps of discovering your brand asking, “Who you are, what do you sell and
how can people get it?” Katie also shared that it is important to define your audience and
determine where and how you communicate with them and more.
 And wrapping up with April Thompson, the market segmentation tips, such as develop-
ing targeted collateral but being mindful of this doesn’t mean you always need a separate 
communication tool. Mix it up in a newsletter and offer a variety of information so everyone 
can find something meaningful. Another great tip: Prioritize your ad spending by location and 
when straddling markets, adapt language to speak to all audiences to maximize your ROI.

GRATEFUL FOR SUPPORTERS
 Finally, THANK YOU to our sponsors; All-America Selections and National Garden 
Bureau, Bloomin’ Easy by Van Belle Nursery, Botanical Interests Seed Company, Brent 
& Becky’s, Dramm Corporation, Iseli Nursery, J Berry Nursery, McCorkle Nurseries, Inc./
Gardener’s Confidence, Proven Winners ColorChoice Shrubs by Spring Meadows 
Nursery, Star Roses and Plants/Bloomables and 4G Soil Restoration. We truly appreciate 
the support and the attendees loved the giveaways! Please consider connecting with them 
for all your needs. I encourage everyone to reference the materials. 
 Even though 2020 has been an unpredictable year, I am sure that the passion and 
expertise of GardenComm leaders, members and staff will get us through continuing to make 
GardenComm the best resource for garden communicators. I’m thrilled to be part of it. If you 
have an interest in volunteering for any GardenComm committees, task forces or helping with 
special projects, please email us. d

All the best, 

Marla Schrager, CAE
mschrager@kellencompany.com

AHS member benefits include:

n Our well-respected bimonthly
magazine, The AmericAn 
GArdener, which is read and 
contributed to by leading 
garden writers

n Special admission privileges/ 
discounts at over 320 
participating gardens 
nationwide via our AHS 
Reciprocal Admissions 

 Program
n Discounted admission to AHS 

programming, including our annual  
Great American Gardeners Award and 
Book Award ceremony & banquet

n The reward of knowing you’re supporting 
AHS’s mission to promote the people–plant 
connection and environmental stewardship

A Reliable Resource for Garden Communicators

Join now: www.ahsgardening.org/join

®®

The American 
gardener
The Magazine of the American Horticultural Society

The American 
gardener
The Magazine of the American Horticultural Society

Sensational  
Porch Pots

Garden Cleanup, 
Reconsidered

Leslie Bennett: 
Designing Diversity 
into America’s 
Landscapes

Sensational  
Porch Pots

Garden Cleanup, 
Reconsidered

Leslie Bennett: 
Designing Diversity 
into America’s 
Landscapes

September / October 2019September / October 2019

Spring for 
Fritillarias
Spring for 
Fritillarias

Founded in 1922, the American Horticultural Society (AHS) connects people with plants, 
and garden communicators with reliable information and valuable opportunities.

https://gardencomm.org/GardenComm-Partners
mailto:info@gardencomm.org
https://gardencomm.blog/
crisablackstone@gmail.com
mschrager@kellencompany.com
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– Continues on page 7

meetings is to further the ability of gardeners to diagnose and recog-
nize, to better understand and to most appropriately manage insects 
that they encounter. This is a subject that I find endlessly interesting and 
intend to pursue in new ways, and this award is a wonderful spur to 
continue this work.”

JUNG AWARD: RENEE’S GARDEN
    For more than 20 years, Renee’s Garden 
has been offering home gardeners a wide 
range of vegetable varieties carefully 
trialed for top flavor and easy culture, 
culinary herbs as well as cutting, fragrant, 
pollinator and heirloom flowers. The 
company regularly has a booth at the 
GardenComm Conference & Expo. Renee 
Shepherd readily shares her seeds with 
GardenComm members for their pro-

grams, and supplies dozens of not-for-profits throughout the country. 
She is a co-founder of Home Garden Seed Association, which promotes 
growing plants from seeds and offering recipes and how-tos for con-
sumers and the trade. Renee’s seed varieties include treasured heirlooms, 
some of the best open-pollinated varieties as well as new and improved 
hybrids from all over the world. The seed packets, with their signature 
watercolor drawing, have clear and detailed growing instructions based 
on the company’s growing experiences. Renee’s Garden has photos of 
every variety taken in its trial gardens. The company’s goals are to spread 
the joy and satisfaction of gardening and ensure its customers success 
with seeds.

Renee Shepherd’s Comment:
  I’m delighted and deeply honored to receive this award and to be 
part of the long tradition of this organization: Sharing the joy and satis-
faction of gardening. 

EMERGENT COMMUNICATOR: 
EMMA BIGGS
      Emma is a 15-year-old gardener and 
garden communicator from Canada. She 
grows more than 100 tomato varieties 
in her Toronto garden – in containers, in 
straw bales on a driveway, in a neighbor’s 
yard, in wicking beds under a walnut 
tree and on the garage roof. In 2020, she 
is helping to manage the tomato crop 
at a Toronto urban farm. Her garden is 

the source of many of her stories. Emma gives talks at libraries, seed 
exchanges, garden clubs and garden shows. She is the co-host of The 
Food Garden Life Radio Show and Podcast (formerly The Garage Gardeners 
Radio Show, which won Silver and Gold Garden Media Awards this year). 
Her monthly Gen XYZ blog for Harrowsmith magazine is about growing 
fun edible crops. She co-authored the book Gardening with Emma, which 
helps kids find the fun in gardening—and helps adults remember how 
much fun gardening is! 

Emma Biggs’ Comment
 “I am really honored to be recognized as the 2020 Emergent Com-
municator. Thank you GardenComm! I really love what I do. I get to grow 
a garden (which is rewarding on its own) and I also get to share my love 
for growing with others and, get more people excited about gardening. 

–GardenComm Announces Honors Recipients, continued from page 3

Ellen Zachos’s Comment:
 “To me, GardenComm is more than a professional organization, 
which is why it meant so much to be voted a Fellow. This group 
welcomed me in 20 years ago and we’ve worked together ever since, 
sharing our passion for plants and gardens, and our desire to share that 
passion with the world. Along the way I’ve made dear friends, learned 
more than I could imagine and shaped a career that fulfills me both 
personally and professionally. I can’t thank you all enough for the honor.”

WESTCOTT SCIENTIFIC WRITING: 
WHITNEY CRANSHAW
     The Colorado State University professor 
and Extension Specialist of Entomology 
recently retired. But for the past 35 years, 
he conducted a broadly based program 
directed at questions involving arthropod 
pests affecting horticultural commodities 
in Colorado. This included vegetables, 
shade trees, turfgrass and specialty crops. 
His work has produced more than 85 
referenced publications and several 

hundred related to Extension and outreach. Among the latter are the 
books: Pests of the West, Guide to Colorado Insects, Bugs Rule! An Introduc-
tion to the World of Insects and, most recently, Garden Insects of North 
America, 2nd Edition.
 Whitney had an active Extension presence throughout the state and, 
increasingly, around the U.S., presenting more than 30 program events 
each year, including training sessions for Master Gardeners, arborists, turf 
care professionals, pest control operators and vegetable producers. He 
also taught undergraduate courses at Colorado State University, includ-
ing Horticultural Entomology, Insects, Science and Society and initiated 
an on-line course, Horticultural Entomology, which was offered in spring 
and fall semesters. He also maintained the Colorado Insect Information 
Web Site, the Hemp Insect Website and the PestTalk listserv. He pres-
ents information in a clear and understandable manner for professionals, 
garden communicators and home gardeners to use. He is generous with 
his information, advice and materials helping garden communicators 
to educate and inspire their audiences as well as homeowners to be 
successful in their gardens. 
 Although he retired on July 31 from his “day job,” he has no intention 
to retire from entomology. Indeed he expects he will now be able to bet-
ter pursue several projects that have long interested him but for which 
he did not have time. He will remain in Fort Collins and will become an 
emeritus professor, which allows him an office, email and the ability to 
do many things he’s done—but just not get paid for it.

Whitney Cranshaw’s Comment
 “I feel extraordinarily flattered and am very pleased to have been 
the recipient of the GardenComm Scientific Writing Award in 2020. This 
award, named after Cynthia Westcott, is especially meaningful to me. I 
became familiar with her work very early in my career and she has been 
an inspirational influence for over 40 years.
 “As a communicator of topics related to a yard and garden, my focus 
has always been with the bugs, for better or worse, till death do us part. 
Personally, I have always found the insect life in my yard and garden to 
be what has most fascinated me.
 “What I have always tried to do through writing and my in-person 

http://bspm.agsci.colostate.edu/outreach-button/insect-information/
http://bspm.agsci.colostate.edu/outreach-button/insect-information/
https://hempinsects.agsci.colostate.edu
https://www.homegardenseedassociation.com
https://www.reneesgarden.com
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Looking Ahead from the Virtual Conference
Whew! After three months of intense planning and execution, the #2020
GardenComm Virtual Conference is on the books. I am so grateful to 
everyone who helped bring this about. 
 Nearly 200 people attended, including 35 nonmembers. We budgeted for 
220 attendees for the virtual conference, so we did pretty well. The Garden-
Comm Media Awards budgeted $10,000 from entries and we exceeded that. 
We budgeted zero for sponsorships but brought in $23,225. Several sponsors 

booked for our Colonial Williamsburg meeting this year rolled over their support of our 
conference for 2021. 
 As we said at the virtual annual conference, we expect to end the year in the red. One small 
thing that members can do to help is to bring in a new member. If everyone would do that, 
it would be a beautiful gift of spirit and support. And, for every member you bring in, you get 
$20 off your 2021 GardenComm dues. 
 
SPEAKING OF 2021
 The Education Committee will soon have a call out for program proposals for the 2021 
Annual Conference & Expo. Our programs cover business, speaking, writing, horticulture, 
technology and other topics that relate to small businesses, communications and the green 
industry. If you submitted a proposal for 2020, you can resubmit for 2021; consider revising 
or updating any relevant information.
 We anticipate the schedule will be similar to what we had planned for 2020 other than the 
dates, August 30 to September 2, we’re still confirming everything.

2020 PROGRAMS
 The Education Committee, under the leadership of Kim Toscano Holmes and Vice Presi-
dent Maria Zampini, has already locked down some terrific webinars for this year and next. 
First up is C.L. Fornari’s “Speaking Virtually To Clients and Customers,” 7 p.m. ET, September 
2. Others on the agenda include Kim Eierman on “Strategies for Gardening in a Climate Crisis” 
on September 22; Ellen Zachos with “Schedule C is the Key: Tax Savings for Freelancers” on
October 22; Sally Cunningham on “Good Writing, Bad Writing, Better Science Writing” on 
November 17 and Perla Curbelo on “Horticulture Therapy” on February 7, 2021.

MEMBERSHIP
 Your GardenComm Board of Directors has established a task force to explore membership 
levels. Over the years, members have asked for some type of clarification that distinguishes 
them as having achieved a certain professional level in communications.
 The Board has talked about this off and on for a decade, so we finally decided to give it a 
thoughtful and strategic examination. The task force is charged with reviewing how similar 
membership organizations manage their members, how benefits would be assigned, what 
the fees would be and other factors. The committee includes Diane Blazek, Ellen Zachos, 
Chris Link and Andrea Whitely. They will invite members at large to serve on the task force. 
A report is due in early November.
 Thanks again to all who made the #2020GardenCommVirtualConference a success and to 
those who attended for making it all worthwhile. d

 Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp 
 jemsharp46@gmail.com

P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E  J O  E L L E N  M E Y E R S  S H A R P

WEBINARS
To register for other webinars:

Tuesday, September 22

Strategies for Gardening 
in a Climate Crisis with Kim Eierman
As GardenComm members, climate change 
and the effects on the environment are often 
top-of-mind. Kim Eierman of EcoBeneficial will 
examine the challenges and opportunities 
we are facing from the impacts of the climate 
crisis. Join this session to learn real world 
action items and solutions to help empower 
our communities in the face of this enormous 
challenge.

Thursday, October 22

Schedule C is the Key: 
Tax Savings for Freelancers 
with Ellen Zachos

Tuesday, November 17

Good Writing, Bad Writing, 
Better Science Writing 
with Sally Cunningham

Tuesday, February 7

Horticulture Therapy 
with Perla Curbelo

EVENTS
A L L  T I M E S  LO C A L

Upcoming
GardenComm

https://portal.gardencomm.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Site=GWA&WebCode=EventList&FromSearchControl=Yes
https://portal.gardencomm.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Site=GWA&WebCode=EventList&FromSearchControl=Yes
https://portal.gardencomm.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Site=GWA&WebCode=EventList&FromSearchControl=Yes
https://portal.gardencomm.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Site=GWA&WebCode=EventList&FromSearchControl=Yes
https://portal.gardencomm.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Site=GWA&WebCode=EventList&FromSearchControl=Yes
https://netforum.avectra.com/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Site=GWA&WebCode=EventDetail&evt_key=6f74ccce-63e9-4da3-8003-8afd0b0adac0
jemsharp46@gmail.com
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Through my work, I get to meet many people that I teach about garden-
ing as well as many seasoned gardeners who teach me. 
 “Many of those seasoned gardeners are part of the GardenComm 
community and have helped me learn so much about growing plants as 
well as the business side of doing what I love. I really look forward to the 
future, which I hope will be filled with more people growing gardens—
and lots of tomatoes.”

HONORARY MEMBER: RON FINLEY
     In 2010, Ron Finley dug up a strip of 
land between his house and the street 
and started planting fruits and vegetables. 
It was illegal to plant these on the land 
between the sidewalk and curb, but he 
lobbied the city of Los Angeles to change 
the law. The “Residential Parkway Land-
scaping Guidelines” were changed to end 
fines for vegetable gardens growing within 
the strip owned by the city. In early 2013, 

Ron gave a TED talk on his progress as a guerilla gardener, the dangers 
of food deserts and the potential for his program to improve quality of 
life for youth in his community. He said in the talk, “If kids grow kale, kids 
eat kale; if they grow tomatoes, they eat tomatoes.” The talk has received 
more than 3 million views on the TED web site, and attracted attention 
from numerous celebrities and corporations who sought to collaborate 
with Ron’s programs.
 After his TED talk, Finley developed a gardening training facility 
under the name of The Ron Finley Project in South Central Los Angeles. 
In 2016, The Ron Finley Project was told they had to buy the property 
hosting their garden for $500,000, or it would be shut down. A fundrais-
ing campaign ensued, the campaign attracted the attention of natural 
food companies and the original $500,000 goal was surpassed. Ron and 
his work have been featured in several documentary films about urban 
farming, including Urban Fruit and Can You Dig This. Most recently, Ron 
has joined MasterClass with a 10-part course called “Ron Finley Teaches 
Gardening.” 

Ron Finley’s comment:
 “Thank you so much, we are truly grateful to receive this award. We 
are very honored that you recognize the work we are doing at the Ron 

–GardenComm Announces Honors Recipients, continued from page 7

Finley Project and it  encourages us to continue to show people how 
to be free. Thank you, truly. How do we change man’s need for greed to 
man’s need for seed?”

GREEN MEDAL SUSTAINABILITY 
AWARD: CARL A. SMITH
     This award recognizes the accomplish-
ments of individuals or allied organizations 
working to address wise and respectful 
use of the land. Carl Smith started his sus-
tainable explorations across the pond in 
England and has worked with like-minded 
authors such as Nigel Dunnett and Noel 
Kingsbury. He is a landscape designer, 
educator and urbanist, which is an 

advocate of or expert in city planning. 
 As a practicing landscape architect and professor at the University 
of Arkansas, he has focused his work on human-made landscape 
change: How it affects land-people relationships in everyday home-
places, especially where those landscape changes have been motivated 
by ideas of sustainability and economic-progress—two ideas that are 
sometimes in conflict.
 Carl’s accomplishments are many. He received the Council of
Educators in Landscape Architecture Excellence in Studio Teaching 
Award at the Senior Level, which is highest honor awarded in the 
discipline of studio instruction.
 His first book, Residential Landscape Sustainability, was elected as a 
keynote reference for sustainable design practice in 2018, and his work 
has appeared in numerous design and pedagogy journals. Carl has 
delivered lectures on sustainability issues in Europe, South America 
and here in the United States. He has held invited positions at Dumbar-
ton Oaks in Washington, D.C., the British School at Athens and at the 
American Academy in Rome. In 2019, he was elected Fellow of the Royal 
Society of Arts in London. 

Carl A. Smith’s comment
 “The award is a tremendous honor, and I am pleased to be recog-
nized in this important area of landscape and garden practice. Increas-
ingly, sustainability is no longer a marginal or specialist concern, but lies 
right at the heart of our work.” d
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GardenComm Media Awards 

S I L V E R  A W A R D S
writing

Magazine Article (Circulation < 20K)
“Plenty of Focus and Some Hocus Pocus,” 
Ohio Gardener, Scott Beuerlein
“Higher Ground,” Wildflower, Amy McCullough

Magazine Article (Circulation > 20K)
“15 Good Bugs to Know,” Horticulture, 
Bill Johnson
“Seasonal Porch Pots,” The American Gardener, 
Claire Jones

Newspaper Column (Circulation > 20K)
Jeff Lowenfels Weekly Columns, 
Anchorage Daily News, Jeff Lowenfels

Newspaper Article (Circulation > 20K)
“Scary, Scary Night,” Lamorinda Weekly 
Newspaper, Cynthia Brian

Book: General Readership
The Melon, Amy Goldman
The Scentual Garden: Exploring the World of 
Botanical Fragrance, Ken Druse
Wake Up, Woods, Michael Homoya

Book: Technical/Reference
Linda Chalker Scott for revised edition of 
Gardening with Native Plants of the Pacific 
Northwest, 3rd Edition, Arthur R. Kruckeberg 
and Linda Chalker-Scott
Grow Lemons Where You Think You Can’t, 
Steven Biggs 

Blog
“Happy Meteorological Spring!,” “Why You 
Should Do the Grade School Bean Experiment,” 
and “Parasitic Wildflowers are Born to Be Wild”, 
Toronto Gardens, A Noun. A Verb. A Blog. Helen 
Battersby and Sarah Battersby

“Looking Across the Fall Line (The Art of 
Morticulture),” “In Praise of Aggressive Native 
Plants—Even if They’re Pink,” and “Is Your Yard 
a Refuge—or a Trap—for Pollinators?” News, 
Garden Musings & Eco-Friendly Insights, Karen 
Bussolini

photography

Magazine (Circulation < 20K)
“Cosmopolitan Country,” Baltimore Style 
Magazine, Paula Adelsberger Simon 
“A Garden For All Seasons,” Connecticut 
Cottages & Gardens, Karen Bussolini

Books General Readership
21 Trees, Rob Cardillo
Nature into Art: The Gardens of Wave Hill, 
Ngoc Minh Ngo
The Scentual Garden: Exploring the World of 
Botanical Fragrance, Ken Druse and Ellen 
Hoverkamp

Cover 
GROW - Spring 2019, Rob Cardillo
GROW - Winter 2019, Rob Cardillo

digital media

Blog (Overall Site)
Homestead Brooklyn, Summer Rayne Oakes
News, Garden Musings & Eco-Friendly Insights, 
Karen Bussolini

Video (Single Video)
“Houseplant Home Makeover,” Summer 
Rayne Oakes
“Houseplant 101: What Plant Is Right for My 
Space? - Ep. 116,” Summer Rayne Oakes
“The Art of Soil: Painting with Earth - Vlog 018,” 
Summer Rayne Oakes
“Garden Gab: Winter Prep Checklist for Hydran-

geas, Endless Summer® Hydrangeas,” Ryan 
McEnaney

Website: Individual (Overall Site)
The Houseplant Guru, Lisa Eldred Steinkopf
Toni Gattone: Inspiration, Tools, & Resources for 
the Resilient Gardener, Toni Gattone

broadcast media

Television Feature (Talent)
“Tree Damage Prevention Before and After 
Storms,” The Davey Expert Tree Company

Radio Program (Overall)
The Garage Gardeners Radio Show, Steven 
Biggs, Emma Biggs

Radio Program (Talent)
The Garage Gardeners Radio Show, Steven 
Biggs, Emma Biggs

publishing

Magazine (Circulation < 20K)
Pacific Horticulture Magazine, Pacific 
Horticulture Society
Wildflower - Volume 26, No. 2, Lady Bird 
Johnson Wildflower Center

Magazine (Circulation > 20K)
GROW - Winter 2019, Blue Root Media/
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society 

Book (General Readership)
A Way to Garden: A Hands-on Primer for Every 
Season, Margaret Roach, Timber Press, Inc.
Gardening with Emma, Emma Biggs with 
Steven Biggs, Storey Publishing, LLC.
Mini Meadows, Mike Lizotte, Storey 
Publishing, LLC.
Wake Up, Woods, Text by Michael Homoya, 

GardenComm congratulates all the winners of the 2020 Media Awards, a special designation 
recognizing the top talent in more than 50 competition categories. The Silver Medal Award 
winners (announced in late July) were entered for judging in the Gold Medal round, where 
awards are given for the best of each award class. Gold Medal Award winners were announced 
on August 13 at the 2020 GardenComm Virtual Conference.
 GardenComm Media Awards is the only national online media awards program for the 
gardening communications industry. Held annually for more than 20 years, the GardenComm 
Media Awards recognizes the top professional horticultural communicators in the areas of 
writing, photography, digital media, broadcast media, publishing and trade.
 A very special thank you to this year’s co-chairs Dee Nash and Carol Michel and judges 
Cathy Wilkinson Barash, Jim Charlier, Katie Dubow, Katie Elzer-Peters, C.L. Fornari, 
Linda Lehmusvirta, Elizabeth Licata, Jane Milliman, Mary Ann Newcomer, Kathy Purdy, 
Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp, Tracy Ann Walsh, Deb Wiley and Ellen Zachos. 

https://gardencomm.org/Post/Announcing-the-2020-GardenComm-Silver-Award-Winners
https://gardencomm.org/GardenComm-Events-Virtual-Conference-2020
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Verses by Shane Gibson, Illustrations by Gillian 
Harris, Rubber Ducky Press for Indiana Native 
Plant Society

Book (Technical/Reference)
Grow Lemons Where You Think You Can’t, 
Steven Biggs, No Guff Press

trade

Catalog
Bailey Nurseries 2020 Plant Catalog, Bailey 
Nurseries

Magazine
Bloom: The Look Book Issue, Greater Des Moines 
Botanical Garden, Kelly Reilly, Director of 
Marketing

G O L D  A W A R D S
writing

Magazine Article (Circulation < 20K)
 “Higher Ground,” Wildflower, Amy McCullough

Magazine Article (Circulation > 20K)
 “Seasonal Porch Pots,” The American Gardener, 
Claire Jones

Newspaper Column (Circulation > 20K)
Jeff Lowenfels Weekly Columns, Anchorage 
Daily News, Jeff Lowenfels

Book: General Readership
The Scentual Garden: Exploring the World of 
Botanical Fragrance, Ken Druse

Book: Technical/Reference
Linda Chalker Scott for revised edition of 
Gardening with Native Plants of the Pacific 
Northwest, 3rd Edition, Arthur R. Kruckeberg 
and Linda Chalker-Scott

Blog 
News, Garden Musings & Eco-Friendly Insights, 
Karen Bussolini

photography

Books General Readership
21 Trees, Rob Cardillo

Cover 
GROW - Winter 2019, Rob Cardillo

digital media

Video (Single Video)
“Houseplant Home Makeover,” Summer 
Rayne Oakes

Website: Individual (Overall Site)
The Houseplant Guru, Lisa Eldred Steinkopf

broadcast media

Radio Program (Overall)
The Garage Gardeners Radio Show, Steven 
Biggs, Emma Biggs

Radio Program (Talent)
The Garage Gardeners Radio Show, Steven 
Biggs, Emma Biggs

publishing

Magazine (Circulation < 20K)
Pacific Horticulture Magazine, Pacific 
Horticulture Society

Book (General Readership)
A Way to Garden: A Hands-On Primer for Every 
Season, Margaret Roach, Timber Press, Inc.

Book (Technical/Reference)
Grow Lemons Where You Think You Can’t, 
Steven Biggs, No Guff Press

trade

Magazine
Bloom: The Look Book Issue, Greater Des Moines 
Botanical Garden, Kelly Reilly, Director of 
Marketing

SAVE THE DATE

★
A U G U S T  3 0               SEPTE M BER 2

★
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My first successful shot at 
selling an article on an 
important sustainable 
gardening topic—invasive 
plants—appeared in a 
national gardening magazine 
in 2009. Until that point, there 

seemed to have been little media interest in 
incorporating sustainable gardening topics, 
such as native plants and wetlands, into a 
garden’s design, controlling stormwater runoff 
or working in concert with nature. My how 
things have changed.
 These days, we’re fortunate to have a 
number of our own members who have 
specialized expertise in the various aspects 
of sustainable gardening. You can find them 
by searching through the GardenComm
Connect Directory. 
 But, if you want to wander further afield or 
need help with a specialty that isn’t covered 
there, where can you turn? This is one area 
where regionalism is really important. On 
a continent with such varied geophysical 
features as North America (not to mention 
Australia, Europe and the UK), where growing 
conditions range from subarctic to tropical, 
from low hot desert to high alpine, from 
Mediterranean to rainforest and everything 
in-between, there is “no one size fits all” when 
it comes to sustainable horticultural practices. 
 So, I asked some of our colleagues who 
they call on when they’re stumped.
  Kathy Purdy, whose website, Cold Climate 
Gardening, says it all, lives and gardens in 
upstate New York. She recommends Cornell
University’s College of Agriculture and Life 
Sciences Garden Guidance page as well as 
University of Minnesota Extension’s Yard
and Garden. 
  A bit farther south, Karen Bussolini hails 
from northwestern Connecticut. “I rely on 
information from the Cary Institute of Ecosys-
tem Studies in Millbrook, New York, and the 
Wild Seed Project in Maine,” she says.

S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y  L O I S  J .  D E  V R I E S 

Look for Sustainable Gardening Facts 
in All the Right Places
Where to find reliable information to fill the holes in your stories

  With the Mid-Atlantic region being such 
a horticultural hotbed, nearly every public 
garden and college has integrated some type 
of sustainable gardening into its landscape 
practices and educational programs. Two 
deep-dive resources I recommend are the 
Biodiversity Heritage Library and Longwood 
Gardens.
  GardenComm Sustainability Committee 
Chair Debra Knapke likes Ohio State 
University’s Buckeye Yard and Garden onLine 
for general gardening information and 
University of Kentucky’s Kentucky Pest News 
for its focus on entomology, plant pathology 
and integrated pest management.

  David Ellis, American Horticultural Society 
Communications Director and Editor of The 
American Gardener says, “I’ve always admired 
the work of the Bio-Integral Research Center, 
which advocates for and shares research 
about non-toxic and least-toxic pest control 
methods and products (and IPM). When AHS’s 
River Farm is open, visitors can view garden 
areas that reflect sustainable practices such 
as the Green Garage, keyhole garden, wildlife 
garden and our meadow.”
  Teresa Watkins, who helped develop the 
Florida Friendly Landscaping program, uses 
only land-grant university extension research 

In an unusual public/private partnership, constructed wetlands at Oregon Gardens cool treated 
wastewater from the nearby city of Silverton.
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– Continues on page 11

https://gardencomm.org/connectdirectory
http://www.coldclimategardening.com
http://gardening.cals.cornell.edu/garden-guidance/
https://extension.umn.edu/yard-and-garden
https://www.caryinstitute.org/
https://wildseedproject.net/
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/
https://longwoodgardens.org/sustainability
https://longwoodgardens.org/sustainability
https://plantpathology.ca.uky.edu/extension/kpn
https://www.birc.org/index.html
https://ffl.ifas.ufl.edu/
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Bins of traditional crop seed are stored at below- 
freezing temperatures for long-term viability 
at Native Seeds/SEARCH’s seed bank in Tucson, 
Arizona. 

to source sustainable information. “As garden 
communicators, we need to be sure we’re 
providing correct information,” she explains.
  Cynthia Nielsen Bee, local arrangements 
chair for our 2019 conference in Salt Lake 
City says, “We get great data and research 
from Utah State University’s Center for Water 
Efficient Landscaping, and Qualified Water 
Efficient Landscaper is a similar program in 

–Sustainability, continued from page 11

California.” Cynthia also suggests using the 
search term “(your state name) Plant Friendly” 
to discover websites that promote native 
plants in your state.
  Members who attended our 2012 confer-
ence in Tucson may remember visiting two 
sources recommended by Jacqueline Soule: 
The Desert Legume Program and Native 
Seeds/SEARCH for veggies.

Longwood Gardens didn’t just go solar, it also experimented to find a right-sized meadow mix that would 
grow well and maximize biodiversity, while needing little mowing in harsh conditions. Using a special 
mounting system, Longwood was able to avoid stripping the land, altering the topography or affecting 
their stormwater management plan.
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SIX MORE SOURCES 

Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center – a major botanic garden and research unit of the 
University of Texas known for plant conservation, landscape restoration and sustainable 
approaches to landscape design.

Northeast Organic Farmers Association (NOFA) – a non-profit organization of over 5,000 
farmers, gardeners, landscape professionals and consumers working to promote healthy food, 
organic farming practices and a cleaner environment.

Practical Farmers of Iowa Farminars – webinars led by conventional and organic farmers who 
believe in nature as the model for agriculture and are committed to moving their operations 
toward sustainability.

Sustainable Gardening Library – a one-stop information resource on 25 sustainable gardening 
and farming topics provided by experts at public gardens, universities and government agencies.

Women Food & Ag Network – a national community of women farmers, urban gardeners, 
environmental educators, community activists, academics and others who care about food and 
our environment.

Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation – an international nonprofit organization that 
protects the natural world through the conservation of pollinator and invertebrate species and 
their habitats.

  In Los Angeles, Christy Wilhelmi relies a lot 
on the Theodore Payne Foundation for infor-
mation about California native plants. She also 
recommends the California Friendly Garden 
Guide hosted by bewaterwise.com®, which 
also includes non-native, drought-tolerant 
plants. 
  Just over our northern border in the Niagara 
area, Anne Marie Van Nest likes Canadian 
Organic Growers for its emphasis on building 
an agricultural system that empowers farmers, 
mitigates climate change and increases 
Canadian food sovereignty. For Canucks on the 
Pacific Coast, she suggests the UBC Farm
Centre for Sustainable Food Systems, a 
research center at University of British Columbia.
  Andrea Whitely explains that every local 
government in Western Australia has a 
Sustainability Officer who posts information 
on the Local Council’s website. Aussies 
interested in permaculture can learn more 
about that topic or get a design certificate 
through the Fair Harvest Permaculture farm. 
  Do yourself a favor and get acquainted with 
these sites before you think you need them. 
There’s a wealth of story prompts hidden 
among their web pages. d

Lois J. de Vries, GardenComm Fellow and Green 
Medal honoree, is the founding Executive 
Director of the Sustainable Gardening Institute 
and the Sustainable Gardening Library. She 
works and gardens in the woodlands of 
northwestern New Jersey.

https://cwel.usu.edu/
https://cwel.usu.edu/
https://www.qwel.net
https://www.qwel.net
https://www.facebook.com/desertlegume/
https://www.nativeseeds.org/
https://www.nativeseeds.org/
https://theodorepayne.org/
http://www.bewaterwise.com/gardensoft/index.aspx
http://www.bewaterwise.com/gardensoft/index.aspx
http://www.bewaterwise.com
https://www.cog.ca
https://ubcfarm.ubc.ca/
https://www.fairharvest.com.au/courses-events-retreats/permaculture-design-certificate-info/
https://www.sustainablegardeninginstitute.org
https://sgi-gardenlibrary.maps.arcgis.com/home/index.html
https://www.wildflower.org
https://nofa.org
https://practicalfarmers.org/category/farminar/
https://sgi-gardenlibrary.maps.arcgis.com/home/index.html
https://wfan.org
https://www.xerces.org
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HOTOFFthe press
ANELLE AMMONS 

The Day the Lights Went Out 
in Robot Town

Independently published
August 9, 2020

67 pages, paperback, $5.50

Robot Town used to 
be a very quiet town 
until one day some-
thing crazy happened. 
Now, two robot friends 
have to set off on an 
adventure to solve the 
mystery and save their 
town. They have no 
idea that their adven-

ture will bring some fun surprises along the 
way. Anelle is a plant scientist and award-win-
ning author who loves to spend time with her 
husband, two sons, a dog and chickens. When 
she isn’t hanging out with them, she can be 
found tending to the plants in her garden. 
In her free time, she loves to write adventure 
books.

LISA ELDRED STEINKOPF 
Houseplant Party
Cool Springs Press

August 4, 2020
112 pages, hardcover, $19.99

Are you looking for 
some projects to do 
that will enhance your 
plant’s life? Look no 
further. This is Lisa 
Steinkopf’s fourth book 
about houseplants. 
Houseplant Party not 
only describes great 

houseplants to grow, it has projects you can 
make that your plant will love: Macramé, plant 
shelves, air plant holders, propagators and 
recycled projects using things that otherwise 
might get tossed. This book has something for 
all ages.  d

APLD’S White Paper 
Examines Plastic in the 
Green Industry
  
“The green industry is the driver of 
plastic plant pot production and use,” said 
Plastic Pots and the Green Industry:
Production, Use, Disposal and Environ-
mental Impacts, a white paper by the 
APLD, published in July.
 The report takes us through the devel-
opment of the industry, its growth, success 
and negative effects on the ecology with 
the accumulation of used pots. “Largely 
single-use, the majority of plastic horticul-
tural pots are disposed of in landfills,” the 
report said.
 APLD joined with the Missouri Botanical 
Garden (MOBOT), a leading public garden 
in St. Louis, Missouri, to find the facts and 
to compile them in the report. MOBOT 
began blazing this trail with its own 
ambitious initiative to recycle plastic pots 
several years ago.
 “As stewards of the landscape, design-
ers and others in the green industry are 
looking to adopt sustainable practices. The 
fact that 95-98% of the plastic plant pots 
we use are disposed in landfills is cause 
for concern,” said Marie Soulliere-Chieppo, 
author of the paper and a member of 
APLD’s Sustainability Committee. “The 

industry
NEWS
Green

creation of new landscapes often begins with 
designers. Finding ways to reduce the amount 
of plastic plant pots can as well.”
 Although potentially recyclable, the black 
pots are complicated because of contamina-
tion and the inability of scanners to measure 
the resin content, which enable sorting.
 “On top of this, markets for this type of 
low-quality recycled material have plummet-
ed, resulting in an ever-increasing cache of 
used material in the United States and Canada. 
At the same time, production of plastic 
products using virgin content has increased 
dramatically.
 “Although numerous producers are 
engaged in developing alternative pots, 
matching the economy and durability of 
plastic pots has been challenging, and growers 
have been hesitant to adopt them. This paper 
presents the consequences of increasing 
production and use of these pots without 
a solution to the problems of disposal,” the 
report said. d

https://www.apld.org/design-sustainability/
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

Nearly 200 people Zoomed in for the #2020GardenCommVirtualConference August 10-13.
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Several GardenComm Gold Media Award winners attended the #2020GardenCommVirtualConference.

The prize wheel spun to award attendees plants and other goodies from our sponsors and supporters.
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If you’re not filing a Schedule 
C, you may be leaving money 
on the table. As freelancers, 
we pull our own weight in 
the tax arena. We pay more 
Social Security tax than 
employees (12.4% vs. 6.2%), 

we make our own Medicare contributions 
(2.9%), and we can’t collect unemployment. 
So it only seems right that we should take 
advantage of every tax break the IRS allows. 
 Schedule C is where sole proprietors report 
their profit or loss from business. The point 
of this form (from a taxpayer’s point of view) 
is to reduce your taxable income as much as 
possible, so you’ll pay the minimum, legally 
allowed tax. Notice I said, “legally allowed?” Be 
smart, know what you can and cannot deduct, 
and you’ll save money and avoid a tax audit.
 Tax law changes constantly, and it’s worth 
consulting a professional to keep up to date. 
But it’s also important for you to be informed. 
No one cares more about saving you money 
than you. Here are three things most freelanc-
ers either forget to deduct or don’t know they 
can take as business expenses.

QUALIFIED CREATIVE EXPENSES
 All garden communicators should know 
about qualified creative expenses. The IRS says 
self-employed writers, photographers and 
artists may deduct certain expenses used to 
create their work, even if they have not yet 
begun earning income as a writer, photog-
rapher or artist. This is unusual because in 
general, the IRS considers work that does not 
generate income to be a hobby, and they are 
fundamentally opposed to allowing deduc-
tions for hobby activities. 
 In other words, if you’ve just retired from 
your career as a software engineer and want 
to become a personal trainer, you cannot 
deduct expenses you incur to become a 
personal trainer. Once you start making 
money in that field, your related expenses 
are allowed, but until then, the IRS says it’s a 
hobby, so no deductions. 
 However, if you retire from your career as 
a software engineer and decide it’s finally 
time to produce that pet project (a calendar 
featuring America’s finest cemetery gardens 
or a book about black-leaved biennials), the 

B U S I N E S S  E L L E N  Z A C H O S 

Schedule C: A Freelancer’s Best Friend

expenses you incur to produce that work of 
art are deductible at the time you incur them. 
 Qualified creative expenses do not include 
things like printing or distribution, but expens-
es related to the creation of an artistic work 
(travel and books for research, a laptop for 
writing, plants you’re trialing and the camera 
you need to photograph those plants) are all 
deductible. 

THE HOME OFFICE
 In years past, people have feared the home 
office deduction, thinking it would send up a 

red flag saying, “Audit me, audit me!” But the 
home office expense can be one of your best 
deductions if you follow the rules. To qualify 
as a home office, the space must be used 
exclusively and regularly as a principal place of 
business, or, exclusively and regularly to meet 
clients. It does not have to be a separate room, 
and it does not have to be the only place 
you work, but it cannot be used for any other 
purpose. 
 For example, if you’re a garden coach, much 
of your work is done in the field. But if you 

– Continues on page 15

WHAT’S YOUR BUSINESS CODE?
 The top part of the Schedule C includes your identifying information. Of course you 
know your name and address, but do you know your business code? Believe it or not, 
there is no code for garden communicators! While there are codes for educators, land-
scapers and photographers, I prefer to use code 711510, for independent artists, writers 
and performers. Why? Because most of my income (and expenses) relate to writing work. 
 Additionally, I think speaking at garden shows, botanic gardens and for garden clubs is 
like giving a one-woman show, so this feels right to me. And if you’re deducting qualified 
creative expenses, this sets you up in a relevant (i.e. creative) business category. 
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Members Elect New Directors

— Schedule C: A Freelancer’s Best Friend,
continued from page 14

have a corner of your living room specifically 
set aside to prepare invoices, order supplies, 
schedule work and write, this qualifies as a 
home office. You may not sit there to watch TV 
or email your mother.
 There are two ways to calculate this deduc-
tion. First, you measure the square footage 
of the home office area. With the simplified 
option, you deduct $5 per foot, up to a 
maximum of 300 square feet. This is entered 
on line 30 of your Schedule C. For a larger 
deduction you’ll use Form 8829 to figure the 
proportionate amount of various household 
expenses attributable to your home office. This 
includes rent, depreciation of the home, water, 
electricity, mortgage interest, real estate taxes, 
utilities, etc. These are called indirect expenses, 
and they can add up to thousands of dollars. 
Expenses related exclusively to the office 
space itself (e.g. repairs and maintenance) 
are considered direct expenses and are fully 
deductible.

INVENTORY 
 Inventory is considered income and is taxed 
as such. But don’t worry if you have a garage 
full of books or a pallet of potting soil you’re 
planning to sell over the next few years. Small 
business taxpayers are allowed to treat inven-
tory as “non-incidental materials and supplies,” 
which means you may deduct the expenses 
incurred to produce those books (or that 
garden) in the year you incurred the expenses 
without having to pay tax on the value of 
the books or soil. You will have to pay tax on 
the income you generate from selling those 
items, but that’s only fair. To qualify as a Small 
Business Taxpayer, you must have had average 
annual gross receipts of less than $25 million 
for the last three tax years. 
 As freelancers, we can save considerable 
money by educating ourselves on allowable 
business deductions and keeping good 
records. (Yes! You absolutely must save every 
single receipt!) Is tax work as much fun as 
writing or photographing beautiful gardens? 
No. But think of all the plants you can buy with 
the money you save.  d

Ellen Zachos is not an accountant. However, 
for more than ten years she worked for an 
accountant in NYC during tax season. (It kept her 
busy while the gardens were asleep.) She also 
recently survived an IRS audit, which was decided 
in her favor. 

NEW NATIONAL 
DIRECTOR

At least 207 members voted in the recent election for new Regional and National 
Directors for the GardenComm Board. Regional Directors serve two-year terms and 

National Directors serve three-year terms. Thanks to Becky Heath and National Directors 
for recruiting these candidates. Responsibilities of these positions can be found on the 

GardenComm website under archives. 

Cris Blackstone (1) Peggy Riccio (2) Pam Bennett (3)

Kim Roman (4) Randy Schultz (5-South) Rita Perea, Dee Nash (5)

Grace Hensley (6-North) Noelle Johnson (6-South) Niki Jabbour (7)*
 

NEW REGIONAL DIRECTORS

* Niki was appointed to serve out the remaining year of Rob Howard’s term. Rob resigned from the Board.

GardenComm 
thanks the 

volunteers rolling 
off the board. 

They are:

National Director
Mary-Kate Mackey (6)

Regional Directors
Ellen Ecker Ogden (1)

Louise Clarke (2)
Beth Botts (3)

Marie Mims Butler (4)
Chris Link (5-North)

Anne Reeves (6)
Jacqueline Soule (6)

Erica Grivas (6)

https://gardencomm.org/
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For a lot of plant people, 
gardening is in their DNA. 
Some are horticultural 
prodigies, breeding plants 
and starting seed companies 
in high school. Stephanie 
Rose, a self-professed Child 

of Canada discovered her gardening gene 
later in life, and quite by accident. 
 What started as a headache in 2006 tuned 
into a nine-year battle for her physical and 
mental well-being. To this day, no one knows 
the cause of her illness, but she knows what 
healed her—gardening. It transformed her life 
and began her career as an author and garden 
blogger.
 “As a kid I was always very creative and 
always wanted to be an artist,” she said. Her 
mother warned her about the dangers of 
being a starving artist and so she went to busi-
ness school for marketing instead and landing 
a job at a top-tier ad agency. “I really enjoyed 
everything I was doing but did not feel natural 
working in an office with the fluorescent lights 
and cubicles. It felt a little bit like being in a 
prison.” Then, at a high point in her career, she 
became ill. 
 “After nearly two years of being bedrid-
den, my mind and body were weak. I had to 
strengthen both, and I decided my garden 
was where I was going to heal.” Stephanie 
borrowed books from the library and went 
back to basics.  Over five years, her Vancouver, 
B.C., garden was completely transformed, she 
joined the master gardeners for two years of 
training and qualification and rounded out her 
gardening education with courses in herbal-
ism and permaculture. 

BLOGGING BROKE ISOLATION
 “I was so isolated and lonely at home that I 
started blogging as a way to find my people,” 
she said. She shared pictures from her garden 
and people started following her. They asked 
“ ‘how do you make that thing you showed 
us?’ so I wrote out the instructions. The blog 
was getting lots of attention. I had publishers 
asking me to write books. I got a literary agent 
who helped me formulate the book I wanted 
to write and find the right publisher. That was 
Garden Made: A Year of Projects to Beautify Your 
Garden & Your Life. The book won a gold medal 

M E M B E R  P R O F I L E  C A R M E N  D E V I T O 

Healing through Gardening: Stephanie Rose 

at the independent publishers’ book awards in 
the home and garden category and so I was 
like, I guess I’m a writer now!”
 Stephanie describes her work as writing DIY 
projects. She is in her happy place when she’s 
teaching people easy ways to include plants 
in their lives. “I’m an artist and I make things 
and they have to be easy to replicate. I had 
a severe disability and I had a way of putting 
together projects that looked really good but 
were pretty easy,” she said.
 It seems her relationship with some of her 
followers goes deeper than that, however. 
“Sometimes I feel like I’m also a therapist. The 
more transparent I am about what I am going 
through the more it helps people reach out. 
I don’t give them advice. I just listen. They 
tell me that just knowing I am there helps. 
People have shared with me everything from 

living with cancer to the loss of a child. What’s 
helped me as a garden writer is lifting other 
people up.”

MONETIZES WEBSITE
 Stephanie also works with her peers in the 
garden writing community. With the new 
wave of garden writers like Niki Jabbour and 
Jessica Walliser, she was encouraged to join 
GardenComm. She felt like people were not 
competing but complementing each other. “I 
did not build my website with monetization in 
mind. I built it to connect with people and to 
relieve the isolation of being stuck at home. I 
am still writing from the perspective of sharing 
and trying to reach people.”
 Her website now provides her with different 
streams of revenue. “I use a service called 

– Continues on page 17

Gardening satisfies Stephanie Rose’s artistic bent.

www.gardentherapy.ca
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AdThrive. They work with food- and home-
type blogs and manage all the ads. They offer 
a lot of free training, including SEO workshops.” 
 She also works with affiliates such as The 
Herbal Academy and is part of the Amazon 
affiliate program. Some brand partners, such 
as Fiskars and Monrovia, will do posts on the 
site when it’s a natural fit. “Everything I do isn’t 
branded. I’ll do maybe one post a month like 
that.” She also writes freelance articles for 
magazines and other blogs; to date, has 
written nine books, half of which were 
self-published. 

METRICS SCHMETRICS
 Stephanie is not obsessed with the metrics 
of her social media. “I am publishing original, 
quality content and in many cases that rises 
higher in the social media algorithm. I write on 
social media to keep the conversation going. 
The newsletter is like writing to my family, my 
sister, my neighbor down the street.”
 She references the concept of the 1,000 true 
fans as she explains how she thinks about her 
community of followers. “As an artist, if you 
have 1,000 people willing to pay you $100.00 
a year, you could make a living from that; you 
don’t need hundreds of thousands of followers. 
You just need enough people who care about 
the work you are doing to help support you. 
Don’t wait till everything is perfect before you 
get it out there. Publish it and then go back 
and change it. Holding on to it will not get you 
the returns you need.”  She also advises garden 
communicators that you do not need new 
content all the time. “You can deliver the same 
content in different ways that can then reach 
different people in the ways that work best for 
them”.
 Although 90% of her audiences are women 
in the U.S., Canada, and the U.K., her latest 
book, Garden Alchemy, has just been translated 
into French, Estonian and German for the 
Swiss market. 
 “It is our job to break down barriers and try 
to make gardening as accessible as possible, 
whether you are disabled, have financial 
challenges, or you just don’t have the space,” 
she said. “I try to find ways that people can still 
have plants in their lives and use the concept 
of garden therapy even if they don’t have the 
strength to do more than 5 minutes a day.” d

Carmen DeVito  is a principal of Groundworks 
in Brooklyn, New York, and co-host of the 
GardenComm Media Award winning We Dig 
Plants on HeritageRadioNetwork.org.

— Member Profile, continued from page 16

Helen Andrew  •  +61 414834574 
helen@spareharvest.com 
Sunshine Coast MC QLD, Australia 4560

Raffaele DiLallo  •  (216) 325-3376 
rcdilallo@gmail.com 
Cleveland, OH 44124-5606

Mark Dwyer  •  (608) 728-2025 
mcdwyer@zoho.com 
Janesville, WI 53545

Wendy Ford  •  (317) 413-5918 
lanfan@comcast.net 
Indianapolis, IN 46278

Judith Graves  •  (828) 552-3388 
jcantygraves@juno.com 
Asheville, NC 28815

Esther Henrichsen  •  (801) 768-7489 
ehenrichsen@thanksgivingpoint.org 
Lehi, UT 84043

Kay Odell  •  (864) 243-9199 
k@kayodell.com 
Pelzer, SC 29669

Christina Pfeiffer  •  (206) 954-0690 
capfeiffer@comcast.net
Seattle, WA 98115

Debbie Rea  •  (708) 289-4434 
thegardenerwife@gmail.com 
Homer Glen, IL 60491

Thomas Wafford  •  (513) 607-8674
4G Soil Restoration 
tomwafford@gmail.com 
Dillsboro, IN 47018

Beth Watson Drinnen  •  (865) 740-8717 
bwatsondrinnen@gmail.com 
Knoxville, TN 37902

NEW  GARDENCOMM MEMBERS

Thanks to these GardenComm members 
for helping to grow the organization 

in this year. For every new member you 
bring in, you’ll save $20 on your 2021 

membership dues.

ONE MEMBER
Kary Arimoto-Mercer 

Kirk Ryan Brown
Natalie Carmoli
Carmen DeVito

Helen Newling Lawson
Eva Monheim

Kim Roman
Erin Schanen

Bobbie Schwartz
Lawrence Sherk

Thanksgiving Point
David Ward

TWO MEMBERS
Joan Bolton
Marie Butler 
C.L. Fornari

Monica Hemingway
Grace Hensley

Kathy Jentz
Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp

            US
GROW!

Helping




