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Numbered items follow talk. Links are to various kinds of pages to get you started on a story—institutional 

websites, online tools, blog posts. For more sources, with ways to find local sources, see list at the bottom.  

 

1. Trees need us 

 Forests (and this) 

 Effect of Hurricane Sandy on trees 

 Urban tree canopy shrinking 

2. Trees as time 

3. The why of trees 

Autumn color 

Evergreens 

Cone shape 

4. Trees are wider than they are tall 

5.Trees as givers (and also this) 

Supply oxygen 

Capture air pollution 

Hold carbon 

Capture rain, 

Reduce water pollution 

Diminish crime 

Support health (and also this and this) 

Improve retail sales 

Increase property values 

Save energy if properly sited  

Utility companies that give rebates: search for “utility rebate tree planting” 

I-Tree tree benefit planning tool (professional version) 

 National Tree Benefit Calculator (simpler, more accessible interface) 

I-Tree landscape mapping tool 

Arbor Day Foundation Benefits of Trees 

6. How trees need help: mulching 

7. How trees need help: watering 

Watering mature trees during drought 

8. How trees need help: Don’t move firewood 

http://news.psu.edu/story/148099/2012/07/06/facing-modern-forest-management-challenges-mitigation-adaptation
http://www.unep.org/documents.multilingual/default.asp?DocumentID=445&ArticleID=4845&l=en
http://www.mycentraljersey.com/story/news/local/2014/10/28/landscape-still-recovering/17986419/
http://ens-newswire.com/2012/02/24/u-s-urban-forests-shrinking/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_oldest_trees
http://www.usna.usda.gov/PhotoGallery/FallFoliage/ScienceFallColor.html
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2015/06/01/how-evergreen-trees-stay-green
http://earthsky.org/earth/evergreen-tree-shape
http://www.isa-arbor.com/education/resources/educ_Portal_RootGrowth_AN.pdf
https://www.americanforests.org/discover-forests/tree-facts/
http://www.newyorker.com/tech/elements/what-is-a-tree-worth
http://www.nrs.fs.fed.us/pubs/jrnl/2007/nrs_2007_nowak_001.pdf
https://www.itreetools.org/eco/resources/UFUG_Air_Pollution_Removal.pdf
https://www.itreetools.org/eco/resources/nrs_2013_nowak_001.pdf
https://www.itreetools.org/streets/resources/Winter_rainfall_interception_Xiao.pdf
http://forestsforwatersheds.org/reduce-stormwater/
http://lhhl.illinois.edu/crime.htm
http://www.iflscience.com/health-and-medicine/there-are-health-benefits-living-near-trees-study-suggests/
http://www.fs.fed.us/nrs/pubs/jrnl/2014/nrs_2014_nowak_001.pdf
http://www.nature.com/articles/srep11610
http://www.fs.fed.us/pnw/pubs/journals/pnw_2005_wolf001.pdf?
http://depts.washington.edu/hhwb/Thm_Economics.html
https://www.arborday.org/trees/climatechange/summershade.cfm
https://www.google.com/search?sourceid=chrome-psyapi2&ion=1&espv=2&ie=UTF-8&q=utility%20rebate%20tree%20planting&oq=utility%20rebate%20tree%20planting&aqs=chrome..69i57.29639j0j8
http://www.itreetools.org/
http://www.treebenefits.com/calculator/
https://landscape.itreetools.org/
https://www.arborday.org/trees/benefits.cfm
http://www.mortonarb.org/trees-plants/tree-and-plant-advice/horticulture-care/mulching-trees-and-shrubs
http://regreenspringfield.com/water/
http://www.davey.com/arborist-advice/articles/how-to-help-your-trees-recover-from-drought/
http://www.dontmovefirewood.org/


Emerald Ash Borer Information Network 

Tree Check Month (August) 

9. Trees die slowly 

Protecting trees from construction 

10. Beautiful bark 

Bark structure 

Damage to bark (and this, about camper damage) 

Staking damage 

11. Tree roots in sewers 

12. Tree fear: Reducing tree risk 

Hiring a professional arborist: International Society of Arboriculture 

Dangers of amateur tree trimming and removal 

  Centers for Disease Control reports 36,000 chainsaw injuries/year 

Tree climbing championship 

13. How to prune a SMALL tree 

14. Power line pruning 

 Historical power line photos (LA Department of Water & Power) 

 Planting near power lines: 

  Arbor Day Foundation planting guide 

 Utility Arborist Association 

ComEd planting booklet 

 Snohomish County PUD tree planting advice 

15. Tree planning 

Northern Illinois Tree Selector (tool from The Morton Arboretum) 

Sun, soil, water 

Form/shape 

Fruit?Seeds?Pods? 

Container?B&B? 

16. Mature tree size 

Tree and Plant Finder (The Morton Arboretum website)  

17. “I want a fast tree!” 

 Fast-growing, weak wood 

 Fast-growing giant arborvitae grows big 

 Smaller trees recover faster 

18. Tree recommendations have changed—a lot 

Need for diversity in tree planting  

Northern Illinois Tree Selector 

 Chicago Botanic Garden “Trees for 2050” 

University of Illinois Extension “Selecting Trees for Your Home” site 

 Virginia Street Tree Assessment Project 

Utah State University Tree Browser (but note: contains ashes, and EAB infestation is in Colorado next to Utah)  

19. Tree planting(and this) 

 Not too deep  

20. Trees in the garden: your most important plant 

 Tree form and texture 

 Shade: dense? Filtered? 

http://www.emeraldashborer.info/about-eab.php
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/resources/pests-diseases/asian-longhorned-beetle/resources/alb-august-tree-check-month
http://www.extension.umn.edu/garden/yard-garden/trees-shrubs/protecting-trees-from-construction-damage/
https://www.americanforests.org/magazine/article/the-language-of-bark/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0RUg5DdQZaY
http://homeguides.sfgate.com/protect-tree-rope-scar-104259.html
http://na.fs.fed.us/pubs/misc/haz_tree/skin/treeskin.htm
http://www.umass.edu/urbantree/factsheets/10stakingtrees.html
http://www.clemson.edu/extension/hgic/videos_posters/breeze/tree_roots_and_sewer_lines.pdf
https://www.houselogic.com/by-room/yard-patio/dangerous-tree/
http://www.isa-arbor.com/findanarborist/arboristsearch.aspx
https://www.revealnews.org/blog/tree-trimming-deaths-alarm-federal-officials-and-industry-insiders/
https://www.cdc.gov/disasters/chainsaws.html
http://itcc-isa.com/
http://extension.missouri.edu/p/mg8
https://www.lapl.org/collections-resources/visual-collections/department-water-power-photo-archive
https://tipmont.org/system/files/righttreeplaceSourceArborDayFoundation.jpg
http://www.gotouaa.org/
https://www.comed.com/SafetyCommunity/Safety/Pages/PlantingTrees.aspx
http://www.snopud.com/home/treetrim.ashx?p=1219
http://www.mortonarb.org/trees-plants/tree-and-plant-advice/tree-selector
http://www.mortonarb.org/trees-plants/tree-and-plant-advice/horticulture-care/all-about-soil
https://www.dot.ny.gov/divisions/engineering/design/landscape/trees/rs_selections
http://www.safebee.com/home/trees-you-may-not-want-your-yard
http://www.homenursery.com/blog/bid/234165/Container-Grown-Trees-vs-B-B-Trees
http://www.mortonarb.org/trees-plants/tree-and-plant-selection/using-tree-and-plant-finder
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/Portals/0/Gardening/Gardening%20Help/Factsheets/Trees%20-%20Not%20Recommended71.pdf
http://www.mortonarb.org/trees-plants/tree-plant-descriptions/giant-arborvitae
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/237555899_Infl_uence_of_Tree_Size_on_Transplant_Establishment_and_Growth
http://preservationtree.com/blog/diversity-recommendations-for-the-urban-forest
http://www.mortonarb.org/trees-plants/tree-and-plant-advice/tree-selector
http://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantinfo/tree_alternatives
https://extension.illinois.edu/treeselector/
http://urbanforestry.frec.vt.edu/STREETS/treeselection.html
http://treebrowser.org/
https://www.arborday.org/trees/planting/
http://www.hort.cornell.edu/uhi/research/articles/JArb19(2).pdf
http://www.urbanforest.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/pages.page/id/425
https://www.dot.ny.gov/divisions/engineering/design/landscape/trees/rs_selections
http://web.extension.illinois.edu/cfiv/downloads/2717.pdf


 Dry shade under trees 

21. Bad place for a planter  

22. Trees with history  

Heritage trees (American Forests) 

 Tree protection toolkit (American Forests) 

  Tree removal laws (Treeremoval.com)     

What trees were here? 

Chicago-area presettlement vegetation map 

 Michigan 1800 vegetation 

Your place’s special tree 

  OAKtober—Illinois Oak Awareness Month 

 Champion trees: National Big Tree Program 

23. Urban forestry volunteers 

 Alliance for Community Trees (find local programs) 

 Openlands TreeKeepers (Chicago)  

24. Trees as part of the urban forest 

Urban Forests-Why We Care (American Forests) 

Planning for Urban and Community Forestry (American Planning Association) 

State urban forestry coordinators (Arbor Day Foundation) 

 Sustainable Urban Forest Coalition  

Tree censuses and other reports (iTrees list) 

Value of street trees 

24.5 What lives in your trees? 

Urban wildlife (University of Illinois Extension) 

24.75 Food forests, urban orchards 

 Food forests (blog) 

Urban orchards (blog) 

25.Climate change 

 2014 U.S. National Climate Assessment (U.S. Global Change Research Program) 

  Regional assessments 

  Forest impacts 

Study of a beloved British woodland 

Climate change in Eastern US forests 

Slower tree growth with climate change 

Where forests will be affected 

 

Sources 

Academic, scientific, public gardens 
 

A few major arboretums (or arboreta) 

Arnold Arboretum, Boston, Mass. 

Bernheim Arboretum & Research Forest, Clermont, Ky. 

Chicago Botanic Garden, Glencoe, Ill. 

http://www.extension.umn.edu/garden/yard-garden/landscaping/best-plants-for-tough-sites/docs/08464-dry-soil-shade.pdf
http://www.chicagotribune.com/lifestyles/home/ct-sun-0313-garden-morton-20160308-story.html
https://www.americanforests.org/bigtrees/tree-protection-toolkit/establish-a-heritage-tree-or-champion-big-tree-program/
http://www.americanforests.org/bigtrees/tree-protection-toolkit/
http://www.treeremoval.com/tree-removal-regulations-by-state/#.V9MjhfnytMw
http://plantconservation.us/INILPLSMAP.phtml
https://mnfi.anr.msu.edu/data/veg1800.cfm
http://chicagorti.org/resources/oaktober-oak-awareness-month
http://www.americanforests.org/our-programs/bigtree/
http://actrees.org/
http://www.openlands.org/treekeepers
http://www.americanforests.org/our-programs/urbanforests/whywecare/
https://www.planning.org/research/forestry/
https://www.arborday.org/programs/treecityusa/forestrycoordinators.cfm
http://www.urbanforestcoalition.org/
https://www.itreetools.org/resources/reports.php
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2016/06/160614212452.htm
http://extension.illinois.edu/lcr/wildlife.cfm
http://www.permaculture.org/demonstration-site/food-forest/
https://americanorchard.wordpress.com/tag/urban-orchards/
http://nca2014.globalchange.gov/
http://nca2014.globalchange.gov/report#section-1948
http://nca2014.globalchange.gov/report/sectors/forests
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2016/09/160913100510.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2016/09/160912141555.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2016/07/160720105036.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2016/04/160426162555.htm
http://www.arboretum.harvard.edu/
http://bernheim.org/
http://www.chicagobotanic.org/


Dawes Arboretum, Newark, Ohio 

The Holden Arboretum, Kirtland, Ohio  

Longwood Gardens, Kennett Square, Pa. 

Los Angeles County Arboretum & Botanical Garden, Los Angeles, Calif.  

Lyon Arboretum, University of Hawai’I  

Minnestota Landscape Arboretum, Chaska, Minn. 

Morris Arboretum of the University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pa. 

The Morton Arboretum, Lisle, Ill. 

United States National Arboretum, Washington, D.C. 

 

List of many other arboreta:  

Morton Register of Arboreta (arbnet.org/about-morton-register-arboreta) 

(Look for ArbNet accreditation--Level III and Level IV arboreta have largest staffs, most academic expertise, can provide 

best science sources) 

 

Wikipedia list of U.S. botanical gardens and arboreta 

 

Other sources of academic expertise on trees, tree care, humans and trees, humans and nature 

National Center for Ecological Analysis and Synthesis 

List of universities and colleges with forestry programs (forestryusa.com) 

US Forest Service Research & Development 

 US Forest Service regional research locations 

University of Illinois Landscape and Human Health Laboratory 

University of Washington Green Cities research lab 

 

Tree care industry 
 

American Society of Consulting Arborists 

International Society of Arboriculture (includes academics as well as practitioners) 

Find an arborist (to find a local source, or provide a link to find a pro) 

 Also, websites of state and local chapters 

National Association of Landscape Professionals (landscape contractors) 

Tree Care Industry Association (trade group of tree care firms) 

Find a company 

Utility Arborist Association 

 

Big nationwide tree firms:  

 

Bartlett Tree Experts 

Bartlett Tree Research Lab 

Davey Tree 

Davey Institute (research, training) 

Lucas Tree Experts 

Savatree 

 

http://dawesarb.org/
http://www.holdenarb.org/home/
http://longwoodgardens.org/
http://www.arboretum.org/
https://manoa.hawaii.edu/lyonarboretum/
http://www.arboretum.umn.edu/
http://www.business-services.upenn.edu/arboretum/index.shtml
http://www.mortonarb.org/
http://www.usna.usda.gov/
http://www.arbnet.org/about-morton-register-arboreta
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_botanical_gardens_and_arboretums_in_the_United_States
https://www.nceas.ucsb.edu/
http://www.forestryusa.com/universities-colleges.html
http://www.fs.fed.us/research/
http://www.fs.fed.us/research/locations/
http://lhhl.illinois.edu/
http://www.iflscience.com/health-and-medicine/there-are-health-benefits-living-near-trees-study-suggests/
http://www.asca-consultants.org/
http://www.isa-arbor.com/
http://www.isa-arbor.com/findanarborist/arboristsearch.aspx
https://www.landscapeprofessionals.org/
https://tcia.org/
https://tcia.org/TCIA/Directories/FindQualifiedTreeCare.aspx?Accreditation=1&HideRB=1&hkey=77d2247e-39d4-413a-b839-b777f445afed
http://www.gotouaa.org/
https://www.bartlett.com/
https://www.bartlett.com/bartlett-tree-research-laboratories.cfm
http://www.davey.com/
http://www.davey.com/about/the-davey-institute/
https://www.lucastree.com/join/
http://www.savatree.com/


Trade magazines/websites: 

 

Arbor Age 

Evergreen Magazine 

ForestryUSA 

Forest Landowner 

Tree Services 

 

Related fields 
American Planning Association (check for state chapters)  

American Society of Landscape Architects (ditto) 
Association of Professional Landscape Designers (ditto) 

 

Nonprofits 
 

Alliance for Community Trees (urban forestry, community action about trees) 

American Forest Foundation 

American Forests 

Arbor Day Foundation 

Botanic Gardens Conservation International (threatened trees) 

Casey Trees (Washington, D.C.) 

Healthy Trees, Healthy Cities (The Nature Conservancy) 

Global Trees Campaign 

National Forest Foundation 

Sustainable Urban Forest Coalition 

Tree City USA 

Trees Are the Key 

 

Government 
US Forest Service 

National Association of State Foresters 

Society of Municipal Arborists 

 

http://arborage.com/
http://www.evergreenmagazine.com/
http://forestryusa.com/
http://www.forestlandowners.com/?50
http://www.treeservicesmagazine.com/
https://www.planning.org/
https://www.asla.org/
https://www.apld.org/
http://actrees.org/
https://www.forestfoundation.org/
http://www.americanforests.org/
https://www.arborday.org/
https://www.bgci.org/
Casey%20Trees%20(Washington,%20D.C.)
https://www.conservationgateway.org/ConservationPractices/cities/hthc/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.fauna-flora.org/initiatives/global-trees-campaign/
https://www.nationalforests.org/
http://www.urbanforestcoalition.org/
https://www.arborday.org/programs/treecityUSA/
https://treesarethekey.org/
http://www.fs.fed.us/
http://www.stateforesters.org/
http://www.urban-forestry.com/

