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GWA Post Symposium Tours & Workshop
By Lydia Plunk

The GWA Symposium Local Arrangements Committee has an exciting lineup of post symposium tours
on Tuesday, Sept. 22 in Pasadena. There is also a
workshop for those who are interested.

Los Angeles Tour

The day begins at 8:30 a.m. with a stroll through the
Nature Gardens at the Natural History Museum of
Los Angeles County. Carol Bornstein, one of California’s most highly respected native plant specialists
and director for the museum gardens will lead you
towards the hidden secrets of a decidedly un-urban
garden planted in the very heart of the metropolis.
Designed by Mia Lehrer + Associates, the
garden represents an attitude change in land use
planning. While the park design compass traditionally
points towards either passive or active recreational
pursuits, this former asphalt-covered parking space
encourages relevancy of the natural world to city
dwellers, particularly children.

Compactly, in
just three and a half
acres, multitudes of
learning and hands-on
experiences co-exist.
Among the spaces are
vegetable and butterfly
gardens. Native and
Mediterranean plantings
demonstrate the poetry
possible with water-wise
selections. With an
artificial riparian water
The Getty Museum. Photo credit
Paula Pannich.
feature, the garden is part
wildlife sanctuary.
The garden attracts not just creatures of the sky
— birds and butterflies or critters which hop, climb or
crawl, it attracts people, and is turning the littlest of us
into future gardeners and lovers of the natural world.
Lunch will be at The Getty Center, home to the J.
Paul Getty Museum and the Getty Research Institute. Designed by modernist architect Richard Meier,
the sun-washed travertine-clad fortress holds court in

the Santa Monica Mountains. Majestic views across
the estates of Bel Air and the Los Angeles basin to
the Pacific Ocean compete for attention of the sites,
sounds and scents of the surrounding gardens.

Pasadena Tour

The morning starts at 8:00 a.m. with a stroll through
the Arlington Garden. Pasadena’s only dedicated
public garden was once a three-acre vacant lot owned

Arlington Garden. Photo credit Lydia Plunk.
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by Caltrans, for a freeway that was never built.
When Betty McKenney read Sun-Drenched Gardens: The Mediterranean Style by Jan Smithen, she
was inspired to develop a garden demonstrating the
high appeal of a low water landscape which would
thrive in the hot-summer, mild winter climate. She
and her husband Charles built consensus between
private and public interests to make the dream into a
place of peace and tranquility. Betty and her dedicated group of volunteers will be on hand to expound
the garden’s many merits.
Directly across the street, the shade of sycamores and oaks beckon. The Storrier Stearns Japanese Garden is a superb, rare example still remaining of America’s fascination with the Japanese design
concept and aesthetics that proliferated between the
end of the 19th century and the start of of WWI.
Kinzuchi Fujii, a landscape designer and craftsman from Japan was selected by art patrons Charles
and Ellamae Storrier Stearns in 1935 to design a
lavish garden which includes a cascading waterfall,
irregularly shaped interconnected ponds, bridges and
a tea house. Joining our group will be the owners
who restored the property, Connie and Jim Haddad.
The couple has lovingly restored the garden, now
placed with the National Register of Historic Places
and listed as a California Historical Landmark on the
California Register of Historic Places. With many
beautiful vignettes and vistas, the property is now a
popular special events venue.

Entrance to Storrier Stearns Garden. Photo credit Lydia Plynk.

John Muir High School is
home to Muir Ranch, a
working farm with more than
500 David Austin roses, as
well as many dahlias plus
two acres of fruit trees,
zinnias, heirloom tomatoes
and proteas. It is tended by
student interns and stands
alone on the West Coast as
a beautiful farm with a working six-figure business model of #urbanag through its
CSA, farmers market and retail floral sales and event
catering.
Come meet the irrepressible Pied Piper of the
next generation of gardeners, Mud Baron, Project
Director of the ranch. His #putflowersonyourhead
campaign has brought attention to the program at the
Title I School. Muir Ranch grows a variety of flowers,
vegetables and fruit that are included in weekly CSA
boxes as well as school cafeteria lunches.

Monetizing Your Brands:
Using E-Learning to Create
a Market Presence
Are you a writer who
wants to learn to boost
your earnings by creating and selling eLearning
workshops — on a shoestring budget? Then join
Susan Poizner for her
day-long workshop.
This course is designed for advanced garden
communicators who are already able to use PowerPoint and to manage a simple WordPress website.
Susan will help you to overcome your fears and show
you that the new technology you will learn is not difficult to master. She wants to empower you to start
creating your own eLearning workshops right away.
Topics include: Finding Your Niche, Creating Your
Workshops, Creating Your eLearning Website and
Marketing Your eLearning.
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President’s Message
The More,
the Merrier

Did you know that the
Garden Writers Association
has never, in its 70-year
history, run a membership
campaign? We’ve just
counted on people finding
out about us through who
knows what means and joining. And it used to
work fine. Only a few years ago we were getting
complaints that the GWA was getting too big! That’s
not the case any more.
With older members retiring or leaving the
business and the dearth of paid communications
work in the field of horticulture, our membership has
been dwindling over the last few years. Yet we need
a solid membership to be able to continue to offer all
the services you’re used to: a big annual symposium
with great garden visits and lectures, numerous
regional meetings across North America, a bimonthly
newsletter, a fantastic awards program…well, I could
go on and on.
We have our first ever Membership Committee,
in the able hands of Randy Schultz, working on
plans to increase membership, and I certainly don’t
want to get in their way. But, in the meantime, I’d like
to ask you just one service.
Get someone you know, someone with a
true garden writer profile, to join. If every member
encouraged just one other person to join, we’d
double our membership in no time. And, let’s face
it: we all know people who should be members.
Good garden communicators – writers, speakers,

2014-15 GWA
Board of Directors
photographers, bloggers, etc. – who would find
great advantage in becoming a member. Just the
networking possibilities alone are amazing. And,
for freelancers, free legal consultation; where else
can you get that? We remain a real bargain among
professional associations — only $95 a year for
regular membership. What other organization offers
so much at such low cost?
Where should you look for this new member?
There are a surprising number of communicators
who’ve been working in the field for years, but who
have never joined: newspaper columnists, book
authors, garden photographers, bloggers, radio
and TV hosts, and many more. They really should
be members. But, there are also people new to
garden communications, either just starting to
make a career in the field or looking seriously in
that direction. Don’t be afraid to be a bit pushy: you
know membership is worthwhile. You just have to
sell them on the idea.
It’s even worth your while financially to sponsor
a new member. You get $15 off your next renewal;
that’s a great deal. So, encouraging someone to join
is both good for you and good for GWA.
So off you go. Go out and bring in a new
member. And, while you’re at it, make sure they
attend our Pasadena symposium Sept 18-21.
Because once they’ve attended this fantastic
symposium, they’ll be ours forever!

Officers
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Executive Director’s Report
There has been
much debate over
membership growth with
a lot of concern about
changing GWA to attract
“Millennials” as our future.
There has also been much
talk among associations,
in general, about generational changes with great
speculation about what
Millennials want and
need, but few examples exist of successful changes
implemented.
Those that claim expertise on the topic appear
to jump over two generations between Boomers and
Millennials. Also ignored is the historic detail that the
under 30 population has only minimally been engaged
in association activities in the past.
To understand our most immediate opportunities,
we must clarify the confusion over what generations
we are talking about. Current “gurus” don’t talk much
about Gen X, and for some reason, Gen Y is often
merged into the Millennial group; so, it is important to
understand the distinct categories.

Who Is What?1

• Boomers: born 1943-1960: ages 55-72 (~71 million)
• Gen X’ers: born 1961-1980: ages 35-54 (~84 million)
• Gen Y’ers: born 1981-2000: ages 15-34 (~83 million)
• Millennials: born > 2000: ages 1-14 (~60 million)

A Changing Market

Boomers have been the mainstay of the GWA for
decades. As Boomers retire from active markets,
next comes Gen X that is slightly larger and should
have as many or more talented people interested
in gardening communications. However, the job
market is in transition. The “Big 4” market channels
(newspapers, magazines, books and broadcast)
that served all age groups no longer dominate, and
technology has diffused reader audiences across
1

2010 Census data adjusted for 2015 population ages.

more than a dozen different channels that often
subdivide the audience by age as well as interest.
So, we have 71 million Boomers exiting the Big
4 era and 84 million Gen X’ers (age 35-54) entering
a more technology and age differentiated multichannel market that is partly Big 4 plus website,
blog, facebook, twitter, instagram, pintrest, vimeo,
YouTube, e-book, podcast, webinar and more.
Obviously, there are more ways to deliver a message
than ever, but that also requires creators to master a
larger skill set.
Success no longer depends on just combining
gardening knowledge with writing and photography
skills. Now you must add videography, editing,
marketing, sales, presentation and a variety of other
self-support tasks to create, organize, produce,
market and sell your talents/products to a variety of
viewers, readers, users, followers, friends, editors and
others who access your content across a growing
range of media channels. And all this is now in today’s
market dominated by Boomers and Gen X’ers.
Gen Y will eventually DOUBLE the Gen X
market with another 83 million people, but for now,
75 percent are under 30 years old and are likely
years away from fielding numbers the Boomers did
at their peak or even Gen X’ers do now. Our garden
trends surveys have shown the number of under-30
gardeners is relatively small; so, there is no logical
reason to believe they will suddenly spring forth now.
The reasons (age, economy, family situation, time
availability, housing, etc.) are many, well documented
and have not changed.
Now consider that the average Boomer had his/
her first paying job at age 14. The average Gen Y and
Millennial (Y+M) gets his/her first paying job at age 21.
So, the average Y+M enters the career market out of
college with little or no job experience. Y+Ms are also
expected to have an average of six careers in their
lifetime, needing to build experience over and over.
The thing about experience is it doesn’t just
happen — it is an accumulation process. GWA has
a number of exceptional Y+M members, and looking
at the entire population, they are the exception. GWA
can certainly help communicators accumulate new
knowledge, which is why membership remains a
page 4

great value, but job experience requires on-the-job
training.
There is no doubt that the future for gardening
will blossom when the massive Gen X + Gen Y group
(167 million people) fully matures into the garden
market. For the near future, however, we need to
focus on the Gen X crowd (ages 35-54). They are
a generation younger than the departing Boomer
members of GWA and could easily double the
association….WOW!
As President Hodgson aptly points out,
most GWA members already know other garden
communicators in the market place and that most
likely means many more Gen X’ers than Gen Y’ers.
We want them all, but we need to make the effort
to recruit this next generation of practitioners while
keeping our eyes on the growth and needs of the
following (Y+M) generations as well.
The focus for the present is inviting non-member
garden communicators to join, or at least get them
to the symposium. While the symposium is a great
event, its greatest value is linking new people with
GWA members — not just in 140 characters or cryptic
Facebook posts, but in real, face-to-face contacts that
can help build careers and last a lifetime.
The 2015 GWA Annual Symposium is just four
months away. That is just around the corner, and yet,
still plenty of time to reach out and invite non-GWA’ers
you know to join you for this unique experience. It
doesn’t matter their age or even their experience.
Participation in the symposium brings rewards to all
who make even the slightest effort to connect with
others and their profession — they just don’t know it if
they have not experienced it. And, keep in mind that
most members I know remember who did them the
great favor of bringing them into the GWA experience.
So, we know who we want, what they are, where
we want them to go (Pasadena), why they should
go and when to be there (Sept. 18-21). The only
remaining issue is how — which is by YOUR invitation.
I look forward to seeing everyone in Pasadena in
September.

Robert C. LaGasse
Executive Director
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Regional & Connect Meetings
The following Regional Meetings are scheduled for 2015. Additional information will be posted
online at www.gardenwriters.org and in future issues of the Quill & Trowel newsletter.

Region 3
Friday, June 19

Tour Gardens in Michigan

Optional Day — Saturday, June 20
• Light breakfast — sponsored by Great Gardens
Plants with guided tour led by Chris Hanson of
Garden Solutions research greenhouses & gardens
surrounding Great Garden Plants.
Contact: Linda Nitchman
(paradisegardener@hotmail.com)
For the latest details, visit: Region III, Michigan

Holland, Michigan Area
7:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Registration fee:
By June 12
GWA members/spouses
$55/person
Non-members
$65/person
Registration/Cancellation Deadline: June 12

(Note: Attendees are responsible for providing their
own transportation from site to site.)
• Early morning photo shoot at Lake Cliff
Gardens
• Light breakfast — sponsored by The Chicago
Flower & Garden Show
• Tour Walters Gardens, Zeeland, Mich. — Lunch
sponsored by Walters Gardens
• Spring Meadow Nursery, Grand Haven, Mich.
— Snack sponsored by Spring Meadow & Walters
Gardens
• Home of Dale Deppe, owner of Spring Meadow
Nursery — tour Proven Winners Color Choice trials
gardens
• Dinner in Dale Deppe’s Private Garden —
sponsored by Spring Meadow Nursery

GWA CONNECT MEETING
Monday, July 13
Columbus, Ohio

GWA Region III will conduct a GWA Connect
Meeting at 1:30 p.m. in the Greater Columbus
Convention Center following the AmericanHort press
luncheon. GWA National Region II Director Denise
Schreiber & GWA National Secretary Jo Ellen
Meyers Sharp will lead the group with a brief
meeting and introductions followed by networking
and member updates.

We Need You!

Spread the word about this wonderful event and
opportunity! Proudly display your GWA member
ribbon (handed out at registration) while at the show
to help raise awareness of our organization.
For the latest details, visit: Region III, Columbus, OH
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Region 5
GWA CONNECT MEETING
Wednesday, June 24
Dallas, Texas

Join us at the Dallas Arboretum and Botanical Gardens for their Annual Plant Trials. The event, which
takes place 2:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m., will be a great
photo op and the plant trials are just the tip of the
iceberg — the beautiful historic landscapes and gardens are spectacular any time of the year. You might
even want to consider coming back on Thursday,
June 25 to be sure you see everything.
We plan to have an informal “Connect” meeting
following the event to discuss issues concerning our
new Region V. For information on the Arboretum go
to www.dallasarboretum.org — you will find maps
and information on all of the gardens.
To register go to www.dallasplanttrials.org.
There’s a small $20 registration fee (which includes
dinner in the garden). Be sure to mention in the
remarks box that you’re with Region V GWA. If you
need more info on the plant trials contact Jenny Wegley (jwegley@dallasarboretum.org).
If you would, send Bill Adams an email that
you’re coming (wd4adams@reagan.com).
For the latest details, visit: Region V Dallas, TX
Continued on page 6
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Sustainability

The Land Ethic: Where Does It Fit?
Simple changes that incorporate respect for the land into our
garden-making practices automatically make them more sustainable

Regional &
Connect
Meetings
(cont’d)

Continued from page 5

By Debra Knapke

Ethics guide our approach to the world. We divide
our actions into good, bad and neutral based on
our ethics, which grow out of our belief systems.
An oft-stated example of an ethic is the golden rule:
“do unto others as you would have them do unto
you,” or “value others as you would have them value
you.” It is implied that this ethic is people-centered.
But in The Land Ethic, Aldo Leopold proposed that
“others” must encompass all living entities as well
as the land. And, while Aldo Leopold did not use
the word “sustainable” as we use it today, we now
include sustainability as part of our ethical approach
to working with the land; the Earth.
“It is inconceivable to me that an ethical
relation to the land can exist without
love, respect and admiration for land,
and a high regard for its value.”
— Aldo Leopold, “The Land Ethic” from
Sand County Almanac
To value implies to care. To care implies to
understand, to respect and even to love. It also
implies that we will do no harm to what we care for.
To value the land we must respect it, care for it and
even love it. Yet, how do we reconcile our love of the
land with the way we treat it in the name of garden-

making? Consider three common practices: tilling,
removing nutrients by “cleaning up” a garden, and
planting species that are known to be invasive.
Tilling destroys the structure of soil and
decreases the efficiency of its inhabitants. In the

When all is said and
done, it always comes
back to the land....
case of fungi, their mycelial mats are damaged while
the bacterial slime layer, which holds bacteria and
soil together, is essentially dissolved. Beneficial
invertebrates are dispersed and many are killed.
It takes time for the soil structure and the fungal,
bacterial and animal communities, often referred
to as the soil food web, to regenerate. Jeff
Lowenfels, author of Teaming with Microbes and
Teaming with Nutrients says, “Tilling is a wrong
practice because it changes the soil and reduces its
capacity to hold water and nutrients.”
Soil fertility is further decreased by the removal
of weeds, leaves and other natural debris. Lowenfels
Continued on page 7
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Region 7
GWA CONNECT MEETING
Friday, July 17
Muskoka, Ontario

Come join Kathy Wood and Marnie Wright for
an evening spent visiting gardens in Muskoka. Join
Marnie and Kathy for drinks and appetizers in Marnie’s garden at Rocksborough Garden, 1008 Rocksborough Road at 4:30 p.m.
Then, enjoy dinner in the garden at the home of
Kathy and Peter Wood, 86 Quebec St., Bracebridge,
at 6:00 pm. Relax and reconnect with Region VII
GWA members in beautiful Muskoka. Why not make
a weekend of your visit and check out the many
other local events happening this weekend.
For accommodation information and to RSVP,
contact Kathy (rosewoodpk@outlook.com).
For the latest details, visit: Region VII, Muskoka
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Continued from page 6

calls this “breaking the law of return” — a concept
promoted by Sir Albert Howard, one of the founders
of the organic gardening movement. Lowenfels says,
“You have to respect the law of return; you have to
respect the members of the soil food web: If you
remove (or) change one aspect, you have to replace
it or suffer the consequences. One consequence is
that we have to fertilize with either natural composts
or conventional fertilizers.” It seems that as many
gardeners strive for an idealized “perfect” garden,
they lose sight of how nature works.
We’ve been told over and over to remove
diseased plants and weeds that are in seed. Isn’t this
still a good practice? Yes, it is. But we also need to
understand that we may be increasing disease and
weed problems in our landscapes through the use of
poor garden practices. Aldo Leopold said, “A thing is

treating any area as a single product system.”
If you delve into Permaculture’s foundation you
will encounter three fundamental ethical principles:

Resources:
• Leopold, Aldo. A Sand County Almanac and
Sketches Here and There. New York: Oxford
University Press, 1949.
• Mollison, Bill. Introduction to Permaculture.
Tyalgum, NSW, AUS: Tagari Publicatins, 1991.

right when it tends to preserve the integrity, stability
and beauty of the biotic community. It is wrong when
it tends otherwise.” (The Land Ethic).
The misuse of invasive plants has been covered
in previous articles in this sustainability column, but
it must be noted that many of the plants defined
as invasive also interfere with the soil food web.
It is too late to stop the globalization of plant and
animal species and we are
scrambling to deal with
those consequences.
We have developed
ethical garden-making
practices that fall under the
headings of “organic” and
“sustainable.” However,
these sometimes feel like
moving targets.
One design system that
can provide a framework
for ethical garden practices
is permaculture. Bill
Mollison, in Introduction
to Permaculture, wrote,
“Permaculture is a
philosophy of working with,
rather than against nature;
of protracted and thoughtful
observation rather than
protracted and thoughtless
labor; and of looking at
plants and animals in all
their functions, rather than
page 7

• Earth Care – care of the land
• People Care – care of people and all living
organisms
• Fair Share – use what you need, let the rest go
back into the system
How does The Land Ethic tie into permaculture?
Peter Bane, teacher and author of The Permaculture
Handbook says, “It is fundamental to permaculture.”
He takes it one step further saying, “Permaculture		
is the telling of the story: how we need to modify our
practices, make conscious choices as we live on this
earth, and rebalance systems as we repair them.”
Permaculture practices repair systems by
using only natural, sustainable inputs; by creating
diverse habitats that allow for the complex interaction
of plants, animals, fungi and bacteria. And by
understanding the whole, as emphasized by Bane:
“Our ecological footprint measures how we use the
whole of the Earth. How we use one piece of the
Earth affects all lands away from where we are.”
When all is said and done, it always comes
back to the land — our foundation, our source of
sustenance. How we treat it will ultimately determine
whether the human race survives.
“We abuse land because we regard it as
a commodity belonging to us. When we
see land as a community to which we
belong, we may begin to use it with love
and respect.” Aldo Leopold (1887-1948),
in the Foreword of A Sand County
Almanac and Sketches Here and There.
Debra Knapke is a teacher, lecturer, garden
designer, photographer and gardener. She practices
reverence for the land in Columbus, OH by being an
organic gardener and a permaculturist. She is the
co-author of five books and is a Heartland Gardener.
(www.heartland-gardening.com)
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La Bajada Urban Youth Farm
The La Bajada Urban Youth Farm was previously a
4.5-acre vacant lot that will be transformed into an
education and recreation zone for area residents.
This public green space addresses the issue of
public health in a food-deserted area by providing
a healthy food source for the community. With the
help of GRO1000, the completed urban space
will have a little league baseball field, office space
and a commercial kitchen for ongoing educational
opportunities.

B

A

GRO1000 and a
Successful Year
Plant a Row for the Hungry and the Garden Writers
Association partnered with The Scotts Miracle-Gro
Company, the U.S. Conference of Mayors, the
National Gardening Association, and the Franklin
Park Conservatory & Botanical Garden for the 2015
GRO1000 garden and green space grant program.
Dedications were held at the La Bajada Urban Youth
Farm in Dallas, Texas; 5th & C Street Urban Farm,
West Sacramento, Calif.; Hartford Grown Project,
Harford, Conn.; and the Rochester Urban Agriculture
Garden & Training Center, Rochester, N.Y. The
final dedication, the GRO1000 People’s Choice
Community Garden Grant, will be held in Detroit for
the Michigan Urban Farming Initiative.
These sites were chosen from applications
received by the U.S. Conference of Mayors. Each
recipient receives a $40,000 grant that is used over
a three-year period. These grants will help the needy
children and adults in each of these areas.

5th & C Street Urban Farm

The 5th & C Street Urban Farm will use the GRO1000
funds to expand its gardens and green space,
which currently sells over 50 varieties of sustainably
grown fruits, vegetables and herbs. The expansion
includes educational programs for area residents
and businesses, a point of sale for produce grown
by local not-for-profit organizations and community
gardens and will help fund additional projects in the
West Sacramento area.

A

B

C
C

(A) Left to right: Bill Dawson (Franklin Park Conservatory & Botanical
Garden); Joan Crigger (U.S. Conference of Mayors); Monica Alonzo
(Deputy Mayor Pro-Tem); and Mayor Michael Rawlings participate in
the ceremonial planting; (B) Julie Parker-Dickerson, National Gardening Association, assists the kids in making seed balls. (C) Carol Ledbetter, PAR Program Administrator; the Texas Rangers mascot, Su Lok,
ScottsMiracle-Gro; and Bill Dawson pose with the Urban Youth Farm
sign & the newly installed Give Back to Gro sign.

page 8

(A) The GRO1000 partners, grant representatives, and Mayor Christopher Cabaldon (third from right) join together for a photo op. (B) Preparation for the garden event begins early. (C) Michael Hagen receives the
Give Back to Grow Youth Gardener Award from Julie Parker-Dickerson,
National Gardening Association.

Continued on page 9
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Hartford Grown Project

The Hartford Grown Project is an extension of
KNOX, the City of Hartford’s community garden
and horticulture program that supports many
urban gardening efforts. The GRO1000 grant
will fund a beautification project across 30 city
blocks, including an organized cleanup project,
planting trees, constructing raised floral beds and
community gardens along the city’s “Avenue”
district.

Rochester Urban Agriculture
Garden & Training Center

With the help of GRO1000, the Rochester Urban
Agriculture Garden & Training Center will be
constructed at the site of the old Silver Stadium to
address inadequate nutrition and access to healthy
foods in the area. The community garden will
increase access to fresh produce, but also provide
demonstrations on gardening practices, serve as a
meeting place and provide technical assistance and
education for all community members.

A

A

B

B

(A) Mayor Pedro E. Segarra speaks to the group. The event was held
in the greenhouse for the KNOX Foundation. (B) Mayor Segarra welcomes a senior group who came by for the event.

(A) Mayor Lovely A. Warren (in the green jacket) get her hands dirty
while planting with the kids. (B) Doves were released to commemorate
the occasion.
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Make Your Plans to
Attend Cultivate’15

The Garden Writers Association Outreach Task
Force will hold multiple events during AmericanHort’s
Cultivate’15 event, July 11-15 in Columbus, Ohio.
(Cultivate is the largest all-industry horticulture
exposition and convention in North America attracting
10,000 horticulture professionals in one location. If
you’ve never attended, we encourage you to attend
to see the commercial side of horticulture in annuals,
perennials, shrubs, vegetables and more.
GWA will have a booth on the trade show
floor to educate growers, retailers, breeders and
other horticulture companies on the value a garden
communicator can bring to their business. In addition,
GWA National Director Denise Schreiber and
GWA National Secretary Jo Ellen Meyers
Sharp will lead the group with a brief meeting and
introductions, followed by networking and member
updates. Registration is free, and non-members and
visitors are welcome, too!
Because of our partnership with AmericanHort,
GWA members will receive a complimentary full
registration to Cultivate’15. We look forward to seeing
you there! To learn more about Cultivate’15, visit
http://cultivate15.org.
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Tech Today. . .

How to Get the Most Out of Evernote
By Doug Green

Few people understand the advantages that
Evernote brings to the writer’s toolbox and I’d like to
describe a few of these for you.
I have been a premium user of Evernote almost
since it began and it’s one of the best tools in my
writer’s arsenal. I received a note a while ago from
Evernote giving me my user number (which was in
the high 60,000 range) and this simply means I was
in the first 100,000 people to use this service. (I note
over 100 million use it now and that low number
makes me feel rather adventurous.) I’ve been with
the company through the development process
from an online memory system to a fully operational
“brain platform.” But, more importantly, as Evernote
expanded its capacity, I’ve grown to use it in different
ways.
Below, are a few of them for you to consider:

Basic Organization

The system I found that works best for me is to
keep the number of notebooks to a minimum, but
maximize the number of tags. The vast majority of
my notes sit in a notebook called “notes” and all
my freelance writing sits in “freelance.” And, yes,
I get no points for originality on these but you can
call yours anything you like. The reason I do this is
Evernote limits the number of notebooks to 250 for
personal accounts, but 100,000 tags can be created.
I organize my notes in wide variety of ways by using
tags.
When it comes to tags, I try to keep them in
families. So, for the GWA articles, I have three tags:

gwa ideas, gwa working, and gwa published. When I
get an idea, I’ll assign the “gwa ideas” tag. As I work
on it to flesh it out, I change the tag to “gwa working”
and when it gets sent to the editor, the tag is changed
to “gwa published.” A small point is that I try to make
all tag words plural for consistency and I never use
hyphens. This simple rule helps immeasurably with
remembering specific tags.
I use multiple tags (you can have 100 per note)
for searching purposes. For example, this article was
tagged with the gwa series as it developed, but it
also has the tags “evernote,” “word processors,” and
“publishing” to help with any future searches.

Searching

In the example above, I can search for specific posts
by using a command: “gwa published” and Evernote
puts all my GWA articles onto the screen. If I tagged
them by date, I could include that in the search
terms. Rather than me describing all the ways you
can search your files, let me refer you to this handy
reference sheet — evernote.com/contact/support/
kb/#/article/23245321 (or search at Evernote for
keyword “search”). The point I’d emphasize is that
tags are the key to great searching and they become
more and more valuable the larger your file grows.

Newsletters and Updates

For online publications I want to keep, I use my
Evernote email address for sign up. The publications
go directly into Evernote. I also send links I want
to save this way. They are then readable in all my
machines and searchable for future reference.
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To Send Notes To
Evernote Via Email

Go to Evernote.com, sign into your account.
Windows users: Click on Tools> Account Info Your
email address is next to “Email notes to”.
Mac users: Click on your username>select “Account
Info.” Your email address is below “Email notes to”.

You Can Merge Notebooks

I used to have too many notebooks, so when I
reorganized with tags, I dragged and dropped
notebooks to merge them. It worked like a charm.

How I Use It For Writing

If you’ve read any of my previous notes, you know
I’m a massive fan of Scrivener. I still am and believe
it can’t be beat for longer projects. But, for short
articles, I now use Evernote. It syncs perfectly to all
my devices so I can start writing in a coffee shop (as
I did this column), but switch seamlessly to a desktop
(which I did just before I sent it to the editor.)
I have a master blog template and I simply copy
that to a blank note, title it, add a notebook, multiple
tags and start work.

Use The Picture Capacity

I regularly take pictures with my cell phone to remind
me of things and then post them to the appropriate
Continued on page 11

quill & Trowel newsletter

No. 3

JUNE 2015

Continued from page 10

tag. Those more organized than I, can scan receipts
and keep track of them all this way. I’m lucky to
get them into my accounting software, never mind
scanning, too.

Emailing To The Correct
Notebook and Tag

When I email to my account, I simply add this code to
the subject line @notes #tag. The @ symbol precedes
your preferred notebook and the # hashtag are tags. In
that way, everything winds up in the right spot.

Two-Step Authentication

If you use Evernote for anything remotely personal
(or even if you don’t), enabling two-step verification
is a good idea. This adds an extra layer of security
to your account and reduces the chances of having
your account hacked or borrowed if you lose your
phone or tablet.

A Brief View

like “presentation mode” (slide shows), “context”
(related material) and “change tracking” for shared
documents.
This system may not be for everyone, but if
you’re looking for a short article writing, brain-dump
or file storage system, Evernote can’t be beat.
If you use Evernote, how do you use it? Drop me
a note and let me know.
Doug Green is a GWA Award of Merit winner for
writing, is currently consolidating websites, writing
eBooks, and focusing on new media as he semiretires to his garden.

This is only a brief overview of one of the most
powerful all-platform programs. Evernote now
includes a variety of options including things

Support the Garden Writers Association Foundation
The GWA Foundation will hold a fundraiser for a computer, camera, iPad and TV. Drawings will be done during the
GWA Annual Symposium Awards Banquet in Pasadena, CA. By making a donation to the GWA Foundation, your name
will be entered to win one of these great items! Visit gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=gwafoundation/fundraiser_15.html
to get your fundraiser tickets. (Attendance not necessary to win.)

Grand Prize

1st Prize

2nd Prize

Computer

Samsung NX30 Smart Camera

50” Smart TV

Camera sponsored by:
The Davey Tree Expert Company
www.davey.com

TV sponsored by:
Oldcastle Lawn & Garden, Inc.
www.oldcastle.com

3rd Prize
iPad with Retina Display

Or Equivalent

Computer sponsored by:
All American Daylilies
www.allamericandaylilies.com
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iPad sponsored by:
Kellogg Garden Products
www.kellogggarden.com
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Photographer’s Corner
Photographing a Garden for Publication
By Derek Fell

Whether it’s a small garden or a big landscape,
editors look for Images that tell a complete story.
I sold my first garden photo feature in the early
1970s to Architectural Digest magazine. They had
sent a hot-shot New York fashion photographer
to photograph a beautiful estate garden in my
neighborhood, and I received a distress call from
the owner saying that the resulting photography
was not very good and he was afraid it would be

A

B

rejected. He asked to borrow my images of his
garden to show the editors what it really looked like.
That was in June. In September, I received a sample
copy of the magazine with my photographs used
across six pages with a note from the art director
asking me to contact him to discuss payment and
future assignments. That was the beginning of a
long relationship with the magazine that involved
assignments all over the continental U.S. and also
Hawaii (twice), Bermuda (twice), Scotland (twice),
France (twice) the Caribbean, Morocco, England,

C

Wales and New Zealand, among other destinations.
Several of these won Best Magazine Article awards
from GWA.
What I learned was that a good garden feature
includes three kinds of compositions and certain
elements of lighting quality that I wrote about in my
book titled Flower & Garden Photography (Silver
Pixel Press). The three kinds of compositions include:

Overall Views

These should not only show a sense of place by
including some of the surrounding scenery, if possible
(for example, a lake, a mountain, a patch of ocean),
but a high elevation image, giving the reader a sense
of design. Sometimes, a high elevation image is
difficult to obtain unless there is a nearby building
to shoot from. To obtain that high elevation image I
have often used a tall A-frame stepladder, and in one
instance I rented a cherry-picker.

Specific Views

These should show elements of design within the
garden; for example, a perennial border, a kitchen
garden, a bridge crossing a stream, a woodland
glade featuring a gazebo, a rock garden, water
feature, a theme area such as a white garden, and
other areas that help make the garden special. Some
editors call these mid-range garden views.

(A) Derek & Carolyn Fell in the garden. (B) Close-up showing interior of an Orange Emperor tulip. (C) Specific view showing tulip garden in spring.
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Photographers Corner

cont.

Continued from page 12

Close-Ups

These can be group close-ups showing a beautiful
plant specimen with healthy leaves and flowers. It
can be a close-up of a flower or a macro close-up
showing the petals of the flower bleeding off all edges
of the frame. It pays to seek out rare specimens,
such as a clump of blue poppies, a protea blossom
or a heliconia, depending on the type of garden.

Lighting

The best garden features show a strong sense of
season — particularly spring, summer or fall. But,
one of the most successful features for Architectural
Digest was my own garden photographed in the
depths of winter, covered in snow, with atmospheric
effects, such as a pale sun shining through cloud
cover, mist rising from a stream, and backlit yellow
aconites blooming through glistening snow crystals.
Atmospheric effects are also important at other times,
perhaps showing a sunrise reflection on a pond, or a
sunset that pencils long shadows across a lawn.

Derek Fell has produced numerous books
about beautiful gardens, including Deerfield – An
American Garden Through Four Seasons (Pidcock
Press), Magnolia Plantation Through Four Seasons
(Gibbs Smith), Renoir’s Garden (Frances Lincoln),
Cézanne’s Garden (Simon & Schuster) and The
Magic of Monet’s Garden (Firefly Books).

Helping Us
Grow
The following members have been credited with
recruiting a new member in 2015. Each member
who successfully recruits a new member receives
a $15 credit toward this year’s dues, up to $95.
Congratulations, and thank you to the following
members for their help in making GWA grow.

Overall view showing the house in relation to the garden.

Specific view showing a bridge and monochromatic planting of redbuds, dogwood and azaleas.

People Pictures

Specific view showing a water feature.

such as a dog or a cat, and in one instance, with a
pair of lovebirds nibbling a lady’s ear.

Most magazines like to show what the owners look
like, and my preference is to show them enjoying the
garden in some way, perhaps a grandmother with
her granddaughter leaning into a flower bed to pick
a flower, or a couple sitting on a bench with wine
glasses in hand, or a single person holding a pet
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One New Member
Pam Beck
Ruth Rogers Clausen
Gloria Day
David Ellis

Lorraine Flanigan
Charlotte Germane
Brent Heath
Dave Hobson
Ed Hume
Dawn Hummel

Niki Jabbour
Kathy Jentz
Ed Lyon
Victoria Nowicki
Marty Ross
Lisa Steinkopf
Nancy Szerlag

Mark Turner
Christy Wilhelmi

Two New Members
Debra Prinzing
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Regional News & Notes

Region 1
Jan Johnsen will speak about her book, Heaven
is a Garden – Designing Serene Outdoor Spaces
for Inspiration and Reflection, at the Newport Flower
Show, Newport, R.I., June 20 at 1:30 p.m. She will
also give a talk entitled “Serenity in the Garden and
Its Universal Appeal” at Cultivate ‘15 – AmericanHort
in the Greater Columbus Convention Center,
Columbus, Ohio, July 14, 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
June 20, Ellen Zachos will speak about
“Foraged Cocktails” at Blue Moon Evolution in
Exeter, N.H. Foraged cocktails and appetizers will be
served.
Karla Dalley will lecture on “Gardening for
Pollinators” July 6 at 10:45 a.m. at the Olde Ripton
Garden Club in Shelton, Conn. One of the club’s
features during each meeting is a “Native Pollinator
of the Month” presentation, so the talk will focus on
some of the more unusual pollinators and plants to
attract them.
An upcoming Preservation Society of Newport
County’s Summer Lecture Series at Rosecliff
includes July 15 at 6:00 p.m., “Visions of Vizcaya,
a Passion for the Past” by Ian Simpkins (Chief
Horticulturist at Vizcaya Museums and Gardens).

(www.NewportMansions.org or 401.847.1000 ext.
137)
Charlie Nardozzi will speak to the Schroon
Lake Garden Club in Schroon Lake, N.Y., July 26,
lead a garden bus tour to the Gardens of Coastal
New Hampshire and Maine Aug. 3-5, and speak
to the Plattsburgh Garden Club in Plattsburgh, N.Y.
Aug. 11.
—Thomas Mickey

Region 2
June 14, 2:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. is The Scott
Arboretum of Swarthmore College associates’
garden day. See glorious gardens created and
maintained by gardeners like you and get tips from
these gardeners. Visit gardens in the Malvern area to
learn about the plant combinations other gardeners
are using. This is a great opportunity to see firsthand
how gardens grow in the Greater Philadelphia
area. A reception will be held at Chanticleer
5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. (www.scottarboretum.org or
610.328.8023)
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The Delaware Valley Iris Society will have a
show June 20 (12:00 noon – 4:00 p.m.) at Jenkins
Arboretum in Devon, Pa. This show will feature
Japanese irises along with other types of irises on
display. There will be a sale of all types of iris plants
and rhizomes at the arboretum July 18 (10:00
a.m. – 1:00 p.m.). (www.jenkinsarboretum.org or
610.647.8870 ext. 154).
Derek Fell, co-author of Monet’s Palate
Cookbook (Gibbs Smith) will attend a book signing
June 25 with his co-author Aileen Bordman, and
present a lecture at Waterworks, the bath and kitchen
products supplier, at their Manhattan store, 979
3rd Ave., New York, NY 10022, at 6.00 p.m. GWA
members are invited to attend free of charge.
Upcoming events at The Delaware Center for
Horticulture include: July 15 (9:30 a.m. – 12:30
p.m.), Mt. Cuba in Summer — Enjoy a guided tour
of Mt. Cuba’s pollinator studies and garden trials,
as well as the formal gardens around the house,
followed by a cooling stroll through the woodlands
and ponds; July 24-27, Beautiful Gardens in
Pittsburgh. Visit the new Pittsburgh Botanical
Garden, Phipps Conservatory and its new Center
for Sustainable Landscaping, colorful community
gardens and museums on the North Shore, exclusive
tours of superb private gardens around the city and a
visit to Fallingwater. (www.TheDCH.org)
Continued on page 15
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Chanticleer is opening a new, elevated
walkway this summer, making a steep hillside
accessible for everyone. Allen Rokach leads a
Chanticleer photography workshop July 24-26
and the Northeast Region of the American Conifer
Society visits the garden Aug. 15. Chanticleer is
one of the co-hosts of the Woody Plant Conference
(www.woodyplantconference.org) at the Scott
Arboretum July 17. (www.chanticleergarden.org)
Denise Schreiber will host her 14th Annual
Edible Flowers Food Fest at the Buffalo Inn in
South Park, Pa., July 23 at 7:00 p.m. There will
be 10-15 items on the menu including the perennial
favorite, Rose Petal Ice Cream. Cost: $20. Register
at 412.835.1201 with name, daytime telephone
number and the number attending or visit gardens@
alleghenycounty.us with the same information.
Denise will also host “Photography in the
Garden” with Patricia Toth McCormick at the South
Park Demonstration Gardens located at the corner
of Corrigan Dr. and McConkey Rd. in South
Park Aug. 18 (rain date Aug. 19) at 6:30 p.m.
Class limited to 25 people. Cost: $20. Register
at 412.835.1201 with name, daytime telephone
number and the number attending or visit gardens@
alleghenycounty.us with the same information.
Deb Balcerzak-Wilson of GreenView
Fertilizer, a Bronze level sponsor of the PAR program
this year, held their kick-off for their PAR garden at
the Lebanon Seaboard corporate facility. Enthusiasm
was overflowing as they planted. The group decided

to team up for each row — so they have a Carrot
team, Eggplant team, Green Bean team, etc.
Everyone is anxious to see the bountiful harvest
that can be produced and contributed using their
GreenView tomato and veggie products.
The Garden Conservancy partnered with the
Barnes Foundation on their Open Days June 6-7 in
the Philadelphia region. Graduates of the Barnes
Horticulture Program will open their gardens to the
public and the Barnes Arboretum will be open. (www.
gardenconservancy.org/open-days)
The June 2015 issue of the Mid-Atlantic Grower
will be its last as a stand-alone newspaper. Starting
the next month, it will become a monthly supplement
to The Delmarva Farmer and The New Jersey
Farmer. After the June issue, queries, columns,
stories, news tips and invoices should be sent to
Sean Clougherty at AFP (sean@americanfarm.com).
Kathy Jentz is currently the Mid-Atlantic Grower’s
Green Media columnist and that column will continue
in the two remaining American Farm publications.
Kathy’s column covers all social media matters for
the horticultural industry.
Kate Copsey will have a new TV show called
“Home Grown Cuisine.” The program will show how
to successfully grow organic vegetables, when to
harvest and how to use the produce in great gluten
free recipes. The show has been accepted by PBS,
but they do not help with production costs. She is
asking for help in raising enough money to complete
a full 13-week series. (www.indiegogo.com/projects/
home-grown-and-gluten-free).
—Kate Copsey
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Region 3

Make your plans to attend the Region III Regional
Meeting in the Holland, Mich., area June 19.
(Details on page 5)
On behalf of the GWA Association Outreach
Task Force, Maria Zampini will attend and
present “R.O.I. with Social Roots” at the Coalition of
American Plant Societies Conference June 17-18
at The Holden Arboretum, Lantern Court in Kirtland,
Ohio. Maria will also speak at the 15th Annual Edible
Flowers Food Fest July 23 in South Park, Pa., on
“Foodscaping in Containers.”
Barry Glick will present his latest program,
“Woodland Wonders From The Wild — Deuxième
Partie” at the 28th Annual Virginia Master Gardeners
College at Virginia Polytechnic Institute in Blacksburg,
Va., June 26. (www.greatgardenspeakers.com/
event/27th-annual-master-gardener-college542b3caf88c10.html#anchor and www.cpe.vt.edu/
reg/mastergardener/mastergardener.pdf) He will
also present his propagation demonstration, “The Joy
Of Propagation” aka “Everything You Always Wanted
To Know About Plant Propagation, But Were Afraid

Continued on page 16
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To Ask” June 27. (www.greatgardenspeakers.
com/event/27th-annual-master-gardener-college542b3caf88c10.html#anchor and www.cpe.vt.edu/
reg/mastergardener/mastergardener.pdf)
Celebrate fragrant, flavorful and nutritious herbs
through a series of displays, demonstrations, tours
and family-friendly activities taking place at the
Chicago Botanic July 25-26 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
(www.chicagobotanic.org/pr/release/grow_and_
use_herbs).
—Maria Zampini

Region 4

Pam Beck will present a lecture about “The Plants
of the Bible,” then share information on that subject
throughout the day July 4, 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

for Magnolia Plantation & Garden’s annual History
Fair in Charleston, S.C.
The 33rd annual The Trial Gardens’ Public Open
House will be held July 18, 9:00 a.m. – 12:00
p.m. Dr. Ruter, director of the Trial Gardens and
a professor of the Horticulture Department at the
University of Georgia will be there to lead tours
of the garden as well as sell and sign his newest
book, Landscaping with Conifers and Ginkgo for the
Southeast. (trial-gardens@uga.edu)
Derek Fell
continues to develop
his new garden on
frost-free Sanibel
Island, Fl., where
he recently hosted
a garden tour for
members of the
Sanibel Master
Gardeners lecture
group. His latest
addition is a “croton
garden” featuring
numerous species
of croton and other
shade-loving tropical foliage plants with colorful
leaves. Any GWA members wishing a tour of the
property can contact Derek at 267.707.5475.
Su Reid-St. John announced that the official
version of a new (free) app for iPhone, Homegrown
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with Bonnie Plants, is now available on the App
Store. You can download it right here. You can take
notes and photos in the garden; access a Grow
Guide for each plant; look up companion planting
suggestions; easily track when you plant, water, care
for, and harvest your plants; and other neat features.
—Ira Wallace

Region 5

Jared Barnes will heat things up at Dixon Gallery
and Gardens (Memphis, Tenn.) July 19 in his talk
“Succulents: Juicy Plants for Southern Gardens.”
He will then travel to New York City to give the
keynote “Keep Growing! An Abbreviated Anatomy of
Cultivating Yourself and the Craft of Horticulture” at
The New York Botanical Garden for the 3rd Annual
Continued on page 17
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NYC-area Green Industry Intern Field Day July 22.
The following week, he will travel to Baltimore to give
a talk July 30 at the Perennial Plant Association
about “Propagating Horticulturists: A Cultural Guide
for Our Craft, Culture, and Industry.”
Join the Dallas Arboretum and Botanical
Gardens for their Annual Plant Trials June 24. The
event takes place from 2:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. and will
be a great photo op. The plant trials are just the tip
of the iceberg — the beautiful historic landscapes
and gardens are spectacular any time of the year.
You might even want to consider coming back on
Thursday to be sure you see everything. There is
an informal Region V Connect meeting following the
event to discuss issues concerning our new Region
V. (Details on page 5)
The Santa Fe Botanical Garden (Santa Fe, N.M.)
hosts two big events this summer, “Monarch, Orange
Takes Flight,” including container gardens and
educational programs, and “Power of Place”
an invitational sculpture exhibit.
(www.santafebotanicalgarden.org/)
William (Bill) Johnson has a photography
class on insect photography at Brenton Arboretum,
Dallas Center, Iowa, July 11 at 10:00 a.m. He will
present a PowerPoint presentation July 25 on
“Insect Pollinators – Beyond the Honey Bee” at the
Oakdale Recreation Center, Oakdale, Minn.
—Bill Adams

Region 6
July 9 at 2:30 p.m., Yvonne Savio will discuss
her 21 years developing the University of California
Cooperative Extension Los Angeles Master Gardener
program, for which she taught and inspired 1,183
Master Gardeners. Those Master Gardeners then
helped more than 1.3 million county residents to
garden more sustainably, emphasizing encouraging
limited-resource and under-represented gardeners
to grow more of their own food. The program will be
held at Huntington Botanic Garden, 1151 Oxford Rd,
San Marino, CA 91108. (www.huntington.org)
—Pat Munts

Region 7
Larry Sherk will speak about “Rhododendrons,
Azaleas and Their Friends for Your Area” at the
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Newmarket Garden Club, Newmarket, Ontario,
June 16.
Events in Australia include the Landscape Forum
in Sydney June 25-26 (www.landscapeforum.com.
au/) and the Queensland Garden Expo July 10-12
(www.qldgardenexpo.com.au/)
A Region VII Connect meeting will be held in
Muskoka July 17. Also included are other events
happening in the area. (Details on page 6)
Steven Biggs and his daughter Emma will
give a talk about gardening with children at the
Huntsville Public Library in Huntsville, Ontario,
June 27 (www.huntsvillelibrary.ca/en/programs/
Celebrate-HortiCULTURE.asp); and will give a talk
about growing figs in cold climates for the Wasaga
Beach Garden Club, Wasaga Beach, Ontario, Aug. 5.
In June, Dan Cooper talked about his book,
Gardening from a Hammock, to the Orangeville
and District Horticultural Society and to the Buffalo
Garden Tour group in St. Catharines. He will talk
about his book at the Ontario Horticultural Society
Annual Convention in Ancaster July 3. (www.
GardeningfromaHammock.com)
Anna Leggatt will talk on “Shakespeare’s
Flowers” July 28 at 5:30 p.m. in the Stratford
Festival Theatre lobby.
Donna Balzer has launched new videos
including dining for deer, cardboard to stop weeds,
and movable potato containers. In these “No Guff
Gardening” videos, Donna shares gardening tips
directly from her garden. (gardenguru.net/videos/)
—Steven Biggs
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Regional & Connect Meeting Wrap-Ups

Region 4

Middleton Place & Magnolia
Plantation in Charleston
By Kirk Brown

Over 60 garden writers gathered on the banks of the
Ashley River Mar. 27. The group opened the day
with Sara and Kirk Brown registering members
for an early morning photo opportunity at Magnolia

Plantation. Lighting was perfect on the collection of
early azaleas and still-blooming camellias.
The conservatory provided the perfect setting
for coffee and refreshments while Herb Frazier,
Marketing and Public Relations Director for Magnolia
Plantation introduced the Executive Director, Tom
Johnson. Tom regaled the crowd with stories of the
founding of the landscaped gardens in 1685 and
the subsequent development of the rich collection of
heritage horticulture over the next three centuries.
Guided tours of the plantation continued after the
program.
After driving the short distance between gardens,
the attendees were whisked into the gracious
hospitality of a Low Country buffet lunch presented in
the Pavilion of Middleton Place. Bill of fare included
(but was not limited to): red beans and rice, fried
chicken, crab gumbo, collards, hush puppies, potato
salad and pecan pie.
The afternoon’s program included talks on the

history and horticulture of Middleton Place by Tracey
Todd, Chief Operating Officer, and Sidney Frazier,
Vice President of Horticulture. The group gathered
under a large Live Oak tree on the front lawn of the
plantation for a group photograph that barely touched
the breadth of the magnificent ancient specimen.
Guided tours led interested gardeners across
and around the variety of rooms and through the
sculpted allèes. When the tours ended and light rain
was falling, a trunk show was held in the parking
lot where a collection of wonderful plants and
gardening supplies was shared. Many thanks go to
Spring Meadow/Proven Winners, McCorkle
Nurseries, Southern Living Plants, Bailey
Nurseries, and North Creek Nurseries for all of the
wonderful trial plants.
The day ended with drinks, tastings and dinner
for many of the registrants at the Connect Meeting
held at the The Town and Country Inn not far from the
Ashley River Road Plantations.

(left) During the early morning photo
opportunity at Magnolia Gardens,
several members were greeted by
Tom Johnson, Executive Director and
second from right, as they captured
the views along the river walk.
(right) A large and ancient Magnolia
virginiana creates the canopy over
the heads of more than 60 garden
writers and their friends along with
the staff and directors of Middleton
Place and Magnolia Gardens. This
tree is on the greensward as one
enters the grounds from Ashley River
Road.
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The Insider Scoop
The U.S. Composting
Council (www.
compostingcouncil.org)
launched a partnership
with media gardening
icon Joe Lamp’l of
the PBS show Growing
a Greener World,
to emphasize the
availability of tested,
certified compost.
A show that Joe
will produce, as well as highlights throughout the
partnership year, will feature STA (Seal of Testing
Assurance) Certified Compost in the fast-moving
organics composting market.

William (Bill) Johnson has two photo exhibits
that will be at the Sophie B. Sachs Butterfly House —
part of the Missouri Botanical Garden in Chesterfield,
Mo. — as follows: “Insect Pollinators – Beyond the
Honeybee” will run June 1-30 and “The Amazing
World of Moths” will run July 1-31. Bill will also
have a photo exhibit — “Insect Faces – A Bug’s-Eye
View” at the Oakdale Recreation Center, Oakdale,
Minn., July 1-31.

Yvonne Savio is “graduating” July 1, after 21

years as Master Gardener Coordinator in Los Angeles
County She will be returning to freelancing. Her new
website/blog — www.GardeningInLA.net — highlights
her Pasadena garden and features gardening
events throughout Los Angeles County. Email her at
GardeningInLA@gmail.com.

Lifestyles & Homes Magazine editor Linda Anderson
announced the addition of award-winning author
and landscape designer Cherie Foster Colburn
as features and gardening writer beginning with the
June issue of the Houston, Katy, Cy-Fair, Fort Bend,
Woodlands and online editions of the Texas-based
magazine.

Barbara Lawton has been writing for Robert
Weaver’s Gateway Gardener for its entire 10 year
span. It’s a very successful monthly tabloid that
provides excellent coverage of regional horticultural
news. A number of GWA members write for Robert, a
knowledgeable, kind and generous editor.

Diana K. Weiner will judge for America in Bloom
June 15-16 in Marietta, Ohio, July 16-17 in
Woodhaven, Mich., and July 20-21 in Warrenville,
Ill. Judges will visit Sullivan County, N.Y., to select
winners for the Sullivan Renaissance Community
beautification Grant Foundation she works for. In
preparation for that, Diana will present “The Judges
are Coming” to 54 communities July 8 in Liberty, N.Y.

Stay informed on all the latest
in the Association.
Janel Leatherman has a new job serving as the
Master Gardener Coordinator for K-State University
Research and Extension in Sedgwick County,
Wichita, Kan. Contact her at 7001 W. 21st St. N,
Wichita, KS 67205, (T) 316.660.0100 ext. 0138 or
jleatherman@ksu.edu).
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Join GWA on
Facebook: Garden Writers Association
and
Twitter: @GardenWriters
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ALLIED NEWS
Protect What’s Yours — Effective
Pest Controls for Your Garden
Gardener’s Supply has
many options to help
protect your garden
from pests. One option
is a crop cage. Click
on the items listed below for information on
rabbit & mole controls,
deer repellents, fences/barriers, mosquito/
wasp controls, snail/
slug/grub controls, and organic pest controls.

20th Anniversary of
Flower Carpet Roses

Flower Carpet Pink, the
first eco-friendly rose, was
introduced to American
gardeners 20 years ago
this spring. Flower Carpet®
roses — also often referred
to as The Carpet Rose —
are the world’s #1 ground
cover rose. Once established Flower Carpet Pink
Supreme
they can provide up to 2,000
flowers from spring until fall,
are so easy to care for and have exception disease
resistance. With “Next Generation” Flower Carpet
roses, refined breeding has produced improved heat
and humidity tolerance on top of its existing disease
resistance. These next generation Flower Carpet
roses include Amber, Scarlet and Pink Supreme.
(www.tesselaar.com/plants/flower-carpet-roses/)

Botanical Interests’ Regional
Butterfly Collections Now
Available Online

To raise awareness of the
monarch butterfly’s habitat
loss, Botanical Interests now
offers three regional butterfly
collections in support of the
National Wildlife Federation’s
Butterfly Hero Campaign. Each
four-packet collection includes
native milkweed varieties in
addition to a selection of colorful flowers that attract
butterflies and other pollinators to the home garden.
In March 2015, Botanical Interests donated 16,000
milkweed packets to the NWF’s Butterfly Garden
Starter Kits. (www.botanicalinterests.com)

The Garden Conservancy
Launches Digging Deeper

The Garden Conservancy Open Days program will
launch Digging Deeper, a series of experiential and
educational events that invite the public to take a
closer look at the gardening world. Farmers, alpinists,
potters, specialty growers and others will share their
perspectives on the meaning of gardening and will
welcome an intimate group of guests to tour the
place where they garden. Open Days visitors may
tour with them, watch a demonstration, or enjoy a
tasting. The idea is to dig deep and have fun. The
first event, “A Locavore’s Posy — European HandTied Bouquet Demonstration,” will be presented by
Dundee Butcher at Digging Dog Nursery in Albion,
Calif. (www.gardenconservancy.org/news/opendays-digs-deeper)
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Dramm’s Latest Products

The Revolution™ 9-Pattern Spray Gun
is equipped with the One Touch Valve
allowing complete and total water flow
control with just one touch of your thumb.
Easily switch between nine water flow
selections with the quick-change feature.
The ergonomic design, heavy-duty metal
construction, and eye-catching color will
revolutionize the way you look at hand watering.
The Little Buddy™
Stainless Steel Hydroponic
Clippers feature a 3” long
blade, allowing harvesting
deep into the plant canopy. Made from stainless
steel, with a plastic and TPR Rubber handle, the
hydroponic shear is durable and lightweight. The
blade extends throughout the body for strength,
allowing for the use of lightweight materials in the
hands. Also available in titanium. (www.dramm.com)

NGB to Offer Grants to
Therapeutic Gardens

National Garden Bureau, in an ongoing effort
(#growingforfutures) to raise awareness of
horticulture and support the benefits of gardening,
will grant $10,000 this fall to be split among three
therapeutic gardens in North America. Three finalists
will be cho-sen and they will be asked to submit
a one-minute video that will be posted on www.
ngb.org. Feedback will be solicited from the public,
using social media, to vote on the garden they wish
to receive the grants. To apply, applicants should
determine that they meet the criteria as outlined
in this downloadable document, complete this
application and submit it by July 15 to the NGB
office.
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Hot Off The Press
Stacy Bass
(photographer) and
Judy Ostrow
(author), Gardens
at First Light,
athome Books, 224
pages, hardcover,
$60 US / $70 CDN.
Available now.
Gardens at First
Light focuses on 12
exceptional gardens
in more than 200 photographs taken on-location at
daybreak. The book reveals an intimate perspective
that shimmers with hope and possibility. Stacy
presents a select collection of beautiful private
gardens with impressive technique that engages light
in subtle, enchanting ways. Text by journalist Judy
Ostrow complements the images.
Richard W. Bender,
Bountiful Bonsai:
Creative Instant
Indoor Container
Gardens with
Edible Fruits,
Herbs and Flowers,
Tuttle Publishing, 128
pages, paperback
$12.30; Kindle edition
$9.99. Available now.
Bonsai is an age-old
craft that appeals to
gardeners and nongardeners alike. Bountiful Bonsai presents a radical

new approach that applies bonsai techniques to
everyday container gardening, instantly turning
houseplants and herbs into beautiful and unusual
bonsai sculptures. Richard shows readers how
to create “instant bonsai” by shaping a range of
common houseplants. This beautifully illustrated
volume provides all the information you need
to get started, from plant choice advice to care
requirements and bonsai “carving” tips.

Derek Fell, The
Gardens of Frank
Lloyd Wright,
revised edition,

Frances Lincoln, 160
pages, $29.95. Available
now. The Gardens of
Frank Lloyd Wright is
a fabulous tribute to
the major works of one
of the most influential
designers of the 20th
century. This is a record
of Wright’s beautiful gardens and is full of inspiration
to carry you through the winter til your garden
flourishes again. The revised format has been issued
in a reduced size (7” wide x 8 1/4”) allowing it to retail
for a lower price for U.S. sales.

Jodi Torpey, The Colorado Gardener’s
Companion: An Insider’s Guide to
Gardening in the Centennial State,
2nd edition, Globe Pequot Press, 208 pages,
paperback $12.81; Kindle edition $10.49. Available
now. Called “one of the great regional gardening
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books for inspiration
and information,” this
new edition expands on
the topics that are most
important to Colorado
gardeners. This second
edition includes new
techniques (like growing
straw bales), updated
plant lists, and more
how-to’s for xeriscaping,
vegetable gardening,
growing in shade,
extending the gardening
season, and attracting birds to the landscape.

Marty Wingate,
The Rhyme of the
Magpie: A Birds of
Feather Mystery,
Random House/Alibi,
261 pages, eBook $2.99.
Available now. With her
personal life in disarray,
Julia Lanchaster feels
she has no option but to
quit her job as associate
producer of her father’s
hit BBC Two nature show,
A Bird in the Hand. Accepting a tourist management
position in Smeaton-under-Lyme, a quaint village
in the English countryside, Julia throws herself into
her new life. But the past is front and center when
her father, Rupert, goes missing. Julia decides to
investigate with the help of her father’s new assistant.
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New Members
Welcome to the following new members who joined the association in May and June 2015.

Joan Calder
302 Santa Anita Rd.
Santa Barbara, CA 93105
(O) 805.687.6910
joan.calder@cox.net
Toni Gattone
317 Holcomb Ave.
Larkspur, CA 94939
(O) 415.505.6340
tonigato@comcast.net
Jennifer Haney
Sustainable Seed
355 East 20th St.
Chico, CA 95926
(O) 530.471.5368
jhaney@sustainableseedco.
com
Wendy Helfenbaum
4340 Kensington Ave.
Montreal, QC H4B2W3 Canada
(O) 514.369.8963
wendy@taketwoproductions.ca
Amy Jeanroy
The Farming Wife
P.O. Box 85
84 Steam Mill Rd.
Robbinston, ME 04671

(O) 207.214.0939
admin@thefarmingwife.com
Julie McCaffrey
Chicago Botanic Garden
1000 Lake Cook Rd.
Glencoe, IL 60022
(O) 847.835.8213
(H) 847.204.2397
jmccaffrey@chicagobotanic.org
Kathy Miller
Foglers Greenhouse
3979 Rochester Rd.
Rochester MI 48306 US
(O) 248.652.3614
(H) 810.664.1286
khetchmiller@yahoo.com
Elizabeth (Ea) Murphy
517 Buckingham Pl.
Tyler, TX 75701
(O) 503.928.7824
(H) 503.928.7824
eacmurphy@gmail.com
Judy Ostrow
Freelance Writer
367 Long Ridge Rd.
Pound Ridge, NY 10576
(O) 914.764.5504
judyostrow@gmail.com

Rita Pelczar
The American Horticultural Society
313 Laurel Branch Rd.
Marshall, NC 28753
(O) 301.602.0722
(H) 301.602.0722
pelczar@aol.com
Degen Pener
Freelance
944 N. Genesse Ave.
West Hollywood, CA 90046
(O) 310.880.7237
degen.pener@gmail.com
Su Reid-St. John
Bonnie Plants
1727 Hwy. 223
Union Springs, AL 36089
(O) 205.253.2180
su.reidstjohn@bonnieplants.com
Stephanie Smith
Lambda Farm
433 County Rd. 1006
Wolfe City, TX 75496
(O) 903.496.9147
(H) 903.496.9147
stephaniesuesansmith@gmail.
com
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Carol Verhake
Lasting Landscapes by Carol
926 Hereford Dr.
Berwyn, PA 19312
(O) 610.737.4013
(H) 610.296.7877
lastinglandscapesbycarol@gmail.com
Anne Welles
216 Piermont Ave.
Nyack, NY 10960
(O) 914.522.3985
annerwelles@gmail.com
Danae Wolfe
Ohio State University Extension
1100 Graham Rd. Circle
Stow, OH 2456
(O) 330.928.4769 ext. 2456
(H) 330.631.3363
wolfe.540@osu.edu

Allied Members
Dynamic Solutions
Worldwide LLC1
Attn: Julie Wallace
12247 W Fairview Ave.
Milwaukee, WI 53226
(O) 877.403.8727
julia.wallace@dsw-llc.com

Fish in the Garden
Attn: Tyson Weiss
166 Brook Rd.
Falmouth, ME 04105
(O) 207.797.2988
tysonweiss@mac.com
Full Cycle Gardening
Attn: Al Newsom
226 Elm St.
Raleigh, NC 27601
(O) 919.889.9014
(H) 919.274.7578
al@fullcyclegardening.com
Heirloom Roses
Attn: Ben Hanna
30365 NE Bell Rd.
Newberg, OR 97132
(O) 503.348.1681
ben@heirloomroses.com
Irish Eyes Garden Seeds
Attn: Mary Bothwell
5045 Robinson Canyon Rd.
Ellensburg WA 98926 US
(O) 509.933.7150
(H) 509.933.7150
mary@irisheyesgardenseeds.com
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Dates & Events
JUNE 19-21

The Newport Flower Show’s 20 anniversary will be
celebrated with “American Beauty-Timeless Style”
at Rosecliff, R.I. Long before it became home to the
flower show, Rosecliff was the birthplace of
the American Beauty rose. This iconic flower is
the inspiration for the 20th anniversary.
(Newport Flower Show)
th

June 20

Association of Northwest Landscape Designers
Annual Designers Garden Tour, West side of
Portland, Ore. View spectacular private gardens,
meet local landscape designers, take in original art,
gather ideas for your perennial pleasure. Lush west
side gardens on display for self-guided tours.
(www.anld.com)

JUNE 21-24

Garden Centers of American Summer Tour,
Milwaukee, Wis. (www.gardencentersofamerica.org/
event-1750789)

JULY 9-11

July 14-16

AUGUST 27-29

July 17

September 16-17

The Heritage Museums & Gardens’ Hydrangea Conference, Sandwich, Mass.
(www.HeritageMuseums.org/Hydrangeas2015)
The 18th Annual Woody Plant Conference, Scott
Arboretum of Swarthmore College, Swarthmore,
Pa., 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. This conference is cosponsored by Chanticleer, Longwood Gardens,
The Morris Arboretum of the University of
Pennsylvania, The Pennsylvania Horticultural
Society, the Scott Arboretum of Swarthmore
College, Tyler Arboretum, and Villanova University.
(610.388.5454 or www.woodyplantconference.org)

Thrive ‘15, merging several popular green industry
events at the Ancaster Fairgrounds, Jerseyville, Ont.
Its anchor is Garden Expo, Canada’s fall buying
show for the retail garden center industry. Landscape
Ontario inspires the industry it serves by creativity —
and changing with the times. (www.lothrive.com)

September 18-21

July 27- August 1

33rd Perennial Plant Symposium, Baltimore Hilton,
Baltimore, Md. (perennialplant.org/events)

Garden Writers Association 67th Annual Symposium,
Pasadena Convention Center, Pasadena, Calif. The
symposium includes exhibits, educational sessions,
post-symposium tours and a post-symposium
workshop (www.gardenwriters.org)

July 29-31

September 24-26

Direct Gardening Association Summer Conference,
Philadelphia, Pa. Hotel: Sofitel Philadelphia
(www.directgardeningassociation.com/2015-dgasummer-conference)

American Horticultural Society National Children
& Youth Garden Symposium, with local co-hosts
the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center and the
International Junior Master Gardener Program,
Austin, Texas. (www.ahs.org/gardening-programs/
youth-gardening/ncygs/2015-ncygs/overview)

AUGUST 8-10

JULY 11-14

AUGUST 18-20

Cultivate’15: An AmericanHort Experience, Greater
Columbus Convention Center, Columbus, Ohio
(http://cultivate15.org)

Farwest Trade Show, Oregon Convention Center,
Portland, OR (www.farwestshow.com/schedule.
shtml)

Farm To Table International Symposium, New
Orleans Ernest N. Morial Convention Center, New
Orleans, LA — In partnership with SoFAB Institute &
The LSU AgCenter. Theme: A Feast for the Senses”
(f2t-int.com)
Independent Garden Center Show, Navy Pier,
Chicago, IL (www.igcshow.com/chicago2015/public/
enter.aspx)
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America in Bloom Symposium & Awards Program,
Holland, Mich. Theme: “Celebrating Heritage…
Cultivating the Future” — This all-American city
serves up the perfect balance of excitement and
hometown comfort with a delightful Dutch accent.
(www.americainbloom.org/Symposium/2015Symposium-and-Awards.aspx)

October 5-8

All-America Selections & Home Garden Seed
Association Summer/Fall Summit, Dallas & Ft.
Worth, TX. Theme: “Urban Ag Opportunities” —
Tours include Dallas Arboretum, Fort Worth Botanic
Garden, Ruibal’s Market, North Haven Garden
Center, and more. Dallas, Texas
(all-americaselections.org/meetings/index.cfm)
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