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Sustainability

Coming to Terms with Sustainable Landscapes
SITES establishes a common standard for landscape professionals
By Anne Marie Van Nest

Over the last decade, there has been considerable
debate in gardening and environmental circles
about the concept of sustainable landscaping. As
often happens when there are many ideas orbiting a
central cause, it becomes harder to corral the ideas
into a cohesive message that a majority of the public
(or of garden practitioners?) is willing to adopt or
promote with effectiveness. As a result, sustainable
landscaping has been slow to achieve mainstream
recognition.

Too Many Cooks?

Part of the challenge to developing an accepted
definition of sustainable landscaping has been that
adherents of a number of different approaches
compete for attention. The differing schools of
thought include those with the notion of a closed
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system approach to gardening that follows a “nothing
in/nothing out” philosophy – essentially creating an
invisible wall around a garden that doesn’t allow any
resources (fertilizers, soil amendments, pesticides,
etc.) to be brought into the area or removed, except
in the form of edible produce or foodstuffs.
Others put forward the idea that a sustainable
landscape should be harvested intensively so that
the area produces the maximum yield of products,
such as fruits and vegetables for food, fibers for
fabrics or rope, or timber for housing.
Still another vision of sustainable landscaping
avoids all forms of combustion engines, instead
relying on human power, animal power or any energy
that can be harnessed, produced or captured on
the property -- wind, solar, water or geothermal, for
instance).
What these fairly restrictive views of sustainable
landscaping have in common is the idea of going off
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GWA Media Awards Entry
Deadline Approaching
This year, the GWA
Media Awards Program
will again be an ONLINE entry and judging
process. We believe
this is the only national
online media awards
contest for the Gardening Communications
Industry.
The early-bird
deadline for awards
entries is right around the corner. So, submit your
entries TODAY!

Early Entry Discount Deadline:
Sun., Feb. 15
All entries must be received no later than Mar. 16.
Awards Entry Form
Contact the GWA office with any
questions (806.832.1870).
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Sustainable Sites Initiative
(SITES) Guiding Principles:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Do no harm.
Apply the precautionary principle (if you
aren’t sure, don’t do it).
Design with nature and culture.
Use a decision-making hierarchy
of preservation, conservation, and
regeneration.
Provide regenerative systems as
intergenerational equity.
Support a living process.
Use a systems thinking approach.
Use a collaborative and ethical approach.
Maintain integrity in leadership and research.
Foster environmental stewardship.

the grid and living off the land. While this kind of selfreliant approach appeals to some, for many others,
it goes far beyond what they are interested in, or
capable of, achieving.

Finding Middle Ground

Realizing the need to develop a broader and
more encompassing definition of sustainable
landscaping that would appeal to most (if not
all) gardeners, landscape practitioners started
exploring a “do no harm, repair previous harm”
model for sustainable landscapes. The American
Society of Landscape Architects (ASLA), www.asla.
org/sustainablelandscapes/about.html, website
states: “Sustainable landscapes are responsive
to the environment, re-generative and can
actively contribute to the development of healthy
communities. Sustainable landscapes sequester
carbon, clean the air and water, increase energy
efficiency, restore habitats, and create value through

significant economic, social and environmental
benefits.” Nothing in this ASLA definition of
sustainable landscapes excludes even the smallest
garden.
“The philosophy behind our definition of
sustainable landscapes also guides the Sustainable
Sites Initiative,” says Nancy Somerville, Hon. ASLA,
executive vice president and CEO of ASLA. “The
SITES guidelines provide a way to quantify the
sustainability of designed landscapes. They are an
essential tool for landscape architects and others
who plan, design, construct, operate and maintain
landscapes.”
This definition allowed professionals to feel
more comfortable championing the idea that
sustainable landscapes are regenerative, restore
healthy communities, and create value. But before
moving forward, it was important to develop a way to
evaluate these practices, certify that they are being
done, and reward those who are doing them.
In achieving this next step, the ASLA worked with
the United States Botanic Garden in Washington,
D.C., and the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center
in Austin, Texas, to develop the Sustainable Sites
Initiative (SITES) in 2005 (www.sustainablesites.org).
Modeling their program on the Leadership in Energy
& Environmental Design (LEED) developed by the
U.S. Green Building Council, this coalition aims to
change the perception of sustainable landscapes and
make outdoor spaces as important and prominent
in gardening and design circles as LEED-certified
buildings are to the architectural and construction
communities.
The SITES description of a sustainable site
includes the following: “Like green buildings,
sustainable sites use less energy, water and natural
resources; generate less waste; and minimize the
impact on land compared to conventional design,
construction and maintenance techniques. Yet unlike
buildings, sustainable sites can give back by cleaning
air and water, sequestering carbon, reducing
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Education for Designers and Gardeners
Interest in sustainable landscapes has sparked new
educational opportunities for gardeners and garden
designers to learn more and become certified.
George Washington University offers two
certificate programs at the graduate level:
Sustainable Landscapes and Urban Sustainability.
These programs reflect changing social attitudes
towards the conservation and sustainability of our
living environments. Students learn how to design
and implement new strategies in plant and water
conservation as well as energy efficiency. These
programs provide a fundamental understanding of
the best practices in landscape conservation and
sustainability, adapted to the small-scale landscape
at the neighborhood level.
(http://cps.gwu.edu/sustainable-landscapes)
The University of Guelph in Ontario, Canada,

offers three online-course certificates: Sustainable
Landscape, Urban Sustainable Agriculture, and
Sustainable Urban Horticulture. (www.guelphhort.
com/certificates/sustainable-landscape)
Several states provide industry certification
for sustainable landscaping. The Pennsylvania
Landscape & Nursery Association (PLNA) has
Sustainable Landscapes Certification that requires
a deep understanding of plants and their care and
use in the landscape. Certification also requires
specialized knowledge about how plants can be
used most effectively to provide ecosystem services
that improve water quality, improve air quality, and
enhance human health and performance.
(www.plna.com/?page=Sust_Land_Cert)
The Arizona Landscape Contractors’
Association (ALCA) has created a rigorous

curriculum and certification program based on
Sustainable Landscape Management (SLM)
standards. Certified individuals and landscape
companies have the knowledge and skills to
preserve limited and valuable natural resources
such as water and plant materials, reduce waste
generation, and encourage longevity and maturity
of plant materials. (www.azlca.com/sustainablelandscape-management)
Washington State offers ecoPRO, a statewide
certification program for industry professionals.
(www.wsnla.org/content.asp?contentid=42)
ISC-Audubon offers its lifestyles platinum
members a Sustainable Landscapes Program
for homeowners, business owners, and city and
town officials. (www.thesustainabilitycouncil.org/
sustainable-landscapes-program.html)

pollution, restoring habitat and biodiversity – all while
providing significant social and economic benefits to
the immediate site and surrounding region.”

surrounds it. The three-acre site was formerly a
paved, city public works maintenance yard with
low concentrations of hazardous waste in the soil.
The site now manages sanitary waste, has a LEED
Platinum certified green building, has reintroduced
150 native plant species, and has net-zero energy
and water use. Rain gardens, a green roof and
compost teas have been incorporated. Read more
details.
“Quite often landscapes do not look as good
or perform as well as you would expect,” says
Richard V. Piacentini, executive director at Phipps.
“This one, however, both looks good and exceeds
our performance goals. It is amazing how fast
local animals and insects found and adopted the
site.”
Currently, a collaboration is being negotiated
between SITES and the Green Building
Certification Institute (GBCI) to further support
the need for certification by aligning SITES and

LEED certification. Danielle D. Pieranunzi, SITES
Director, anticipates that the final agreement will
be in place in early 2015.
“We envision that this future collaboration will
be extremely beneficial and allow SITES principles
and guidelines to be applied more broadly across the
U.S. and abroad,” says Pieranunzi. “We hope it will
not only increase the number of applications on the
ground, but more importantly, that it exposes people
to the benefits of sustainable landscapes and the
ecosystem services they provide, ultimately elevating
the value of landscapes and their role in our overall
health and resiliency.”

Certified Sustainable
Landscapes

As of December 2014, 34 landscape projects across
the United States have been SITES-certified with a
rating of one to four stars, based on their sustainable
features and practices. The projects range from
a one-star rated schoolyard greening at Brent
Elementary School in Washington, D.C., to a threestar rating for the Cleveland Botanical Garden in
Ohio.
The Phipps’ Conservatory’s Center for
Sustainable Landscapes (CSL), in Pittsburgh, Pa.,
is the first and, so far, the only project to receive
the program’s highest level – a four-star SITES
certification for the building and landscape that
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Anne Marie Van Nest is a freelance garden
writer, photographer and horticulturist with a passion
for encouraging others to learn about new plants,
diversify their gardens and garden sustainably. She is
a member of the GWA Sustainability Committee and
a Past President of the Garden Writers Association.
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President’s Message
Welcome to
Lecture Season!
Many members of GWA are
at least as much lecturers
as they are writers, bloggers
or photographers. I certainly
belong to that group. For
me, lecturing/teaching is a
secondary, but important
income. By multiplying the
things I do (photography, horticultural translation,
garden tours, books, articles, television, etc.), I find
I can make a reasonable living. I don’t think I could
survive on any one of them alone.
I gave my first garden lectures almost 40 years
ago, when I was still a student. I was already heavily
into houseplants (pretty much all I could grow, as
I had no outdoor garden other than my balcony
vegetable garden) and was gaining a reputation as a
knowledgeable person in that field, largely from actively
participating in several of the local garden clubs. I
showed up at all their meetings, participated in their
plant shows, brought plants for exchanges, joined their
boards, etc. Plus, I was always the youngest person at
every activity, so I guess I stood out.
Eventually a local garden club invited me to
give a lecture about houseplants. I was thrilled!
And nervous as hell! But it went well. Then I got an
invitation from another club, then another. Wow!
However, I was not very well equipped for lecturing
at that point. I had no slides, so instead brought live
plants when I gave lectures. Sounds simple enough,
doesn’t it? But I had no car either, nor could I afford
to take a taxi. So I filled a huge box with as many
plants as I could carry and took the city bus to get to
the lecture. I always arrived very out of breath (why
are lecture halls always far from the nearest bus stop
and up several flights of stairs?). In cold weather
(certainly not lacking where I live), I had to double
bag the plants to keep them from freezing.

My first long-distance lecture was in a town
about 150 miles away. By bus, it took me two full
days to get there and back (fortunately the club put
me up overnight). And I had to bring a suitcase as
well as my traditional box of plants. Awkward!
I started to take slides shortly after my first
lecture experiences, essentially to supply images
for my talks. They certainly made lecturing easier,
although many plant clubs at the time had no slide
projector, so I often had to bring mine. (Much, much
later I transitioned to PowerPoint and would never
think of going back!) But bringing a projector was
by then easier to do, as I eventually bought a car as
well. Definitely a useful lecture tool…and doubly so
when you have books to sell!
I try not to give too many lectures in faraway
places. I used to be thrilled whenever I was invited to
speak in California or France or somewhere equally
exotic, but my experience is that I actually make
more money by sticking to lectures within driving
distance. Although I can certainly charge more for
lectures that require a major travel commitment, I
find it much more exhausting. Plus, although I tell
myself I’ll work on an article or a chapter in a book
as I travel, it just isn’t as effective as working from
my home office. Airports are truly crummy places to
be at any time, but absolutely miserable when you’re
struggling to write something!
I’ve started calling long-distance lectures “vanity
lectures.” They may make me feel important and I
occasionally accept one just for the thrill of it, but they
are rarely financially worthwhile. Better to stick close
to home.
So, Dorothy had it right all along: there is no
place like home, at least when it comes to lecturing!

		

2014-15 GWA
Board of Directors
Officers
President	

Secretary

Larry Hodgson
HortiCom, Inc.

Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp
Write for You!
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Kirk Brown
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GWA Foundation Scholarships Awarded
The Garden Writers Association Foundation
(GWAF) Scholarship Committee recently announced
recipients of the 2015 Student Scholarship Grants in
Gardening Communications and the Kathleen Fisher
Memorial Scholarship. The Foundation’s mission
is to encourage students who major in horticulture,
plant science or journalism to develop their skills with
further education toward a career in home garden
media communications. The scholarship award is
intended as a tuition aid or as an aid in the purchase
of textbooks, garden books and special horticultural
projects to further a student’s horticultural journalism
skills or their garden photographic skills.
The Kathleen Fisher Memorial Scholarship is
presented in recognition of Kathleen Fisher, who was
the editor of The American Gardener, the journal of
the American Horticultural Society. It is given annually
in the amount of $500 to any post-secondary student
(including those attending technical schools and
communication colleges) majoring in horticulture,
plant science or journalism, with an interest in garden
communications.
A total of $6,000 in scholarship grants was
conveyed for the 2015 spring term.

Student Scholarship Recipients
Molly Anderson was
born and raised in Limon,
Colo., where her family
has a diverse background
in the livestock, crop and
dairy sectors. Growing
up she showed horses,
sheep and goats and was
an active member of both
FFA and 4-H. Molly is a
junior attending Oklahoma

State University, double majoring in agricultural
communications and agribusiness with a minor
in marketing. She is a member of the Agricultural
Communicators of Tomorrow and serves as a Career
Liaison for the College of Agricultural Sciences and
Natural Resources.
Molly also works on the television show,
“Oklahoma Gardening,” and serves as an intern/
production assistant. After graduation she would
like to work in a public relations position for a green
industry company so that she can help to positively
promote the industry and its importance.
Tanner Cole is a
third year senior studying
horticulture at The
Ohio State University.
He gained horticultural
experience from his fiveyear employment at The
Perennial Plant Peddler,
a retail greenhouse
with show gardens
that include over 2,500
different species or
cultivars of plants. Tanner
helped to plant, maintain
and propagate these
plants. He currently is
employed with the Chadwick Arboretum & Learning
Gardens. This 60-acre green reserve on The Ohio
State University Campus functions as an outdoor
laboratory for teaching and research. Tanner
credits significant skills and experiences at both
The Perennial Plant Peddler and at the Chadwick
Arboretum & Learning Gardens for his scholarship
win. The result has been a desire to broaden his
horticulture exposure with an international internship
in the Netherlands — where he hopes to encounter
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horticultural techniques not practiced in the U.S., in
addition to countless other personal and professional
experiences.
Plants have always
been a large part of
Kyle Neesen’s life.
Coming from a family
of plant lovers, his
grandparents would
often take him to
the many wonderful
botanical gardens
in the greater Los
Angeles area, and
frequently allowed
him to roam his
uncle’s nursery full of Mexican exotics.
In 2010, Kyle had the opportunity to live in
regions of Baja, Mexico, for several years, becoming
enamored with the diverse and mysterious flora of
the desert. It was during this time that he articulated
his love for botany, and resolved to pursue its study.
It was also during this period that Kyle began to
expand his photographic interest into the world of
time-lapse photography.
Kyle now attends Cal Poly University, pursing a
degree in biology with an emphasis on botany. He
is a member of the California Native Plant Society,
and enjoys close ties with many of his professors.
His ability to document plant behavior via time-lapse
photography has allowed him access to many of the
exciting projects underway, and also has created a
few new ones. Kyle hopes that his passion for plants,
combined with the images he creates, will inspire
others to appreciate plants in a deeper, and more
complete way.
Continued on page 6
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Molly Palmer is
a senior at Kansas
State University,
Wichita, Kansas,
studying horticulture
with an emphasis in
landscape design. She
recently completed a
summer internship at a
botanical garden. As a
garden intern, she was able to interact with visitors
to the garden and discuss interesting plants and
gardening methods. This opportunity improved her
communication skills, especially in horticulture related
conversations.
In 2014, Molly competed with the Kansas
State Team in the Professional Landscape Network
(PLANET) Student Career Days where she
collaborated with other students to move the green
industry forward. In her future career, Molly hopes
to share her horticultural knowledge for the benefit
of others. Upon graduating, her goal is to serve as a

horticulturist in a public botanical garden to observe
and promote the community interacting and learning
from nature.
She is especially grateful for the support
and recognition by an organization like the GWA
Foundation because of her passion in communicating
the numerous benefits of gardening and the outdoors.

Student Kathleen Fisher
Memorial Scholarship
Jennifer Gerson studied nutrition at the
California Polytechnic State University, San Luis
Obispo, Calif. After becoming a Registered Dietitian
and working in public health for six years, she moved
to West Africa to teach health and nutrition education
in rural villages through the international volunteer
organization Mercy Ships. In this part of the world,
people make food choices based on what they
grow and not what they are able to purchase at the
store. This motivated Jennifer to learn more about

agriculture, specifically
how to grow healthy foods
that could feed families
in need. She went to
Florida for three months to
work on a demonstration
farm called E.C.H.O.
(Educational Concerns
for Hunger Organization)
and later returned to
Liberia to begin assisting
orphanages with planting
gardens from which the
children could be fed.
After five years in Africa, Jennifer returned to the
U.S. to study sustainable agriculture and horticulture
at MiraCosta College. She also completed the
UCCE Master Gardener Program and now works
part-time as the garden coordinator at MiraCosta
College. She enjoys sharing tales of her travels and
garden experiences through photos, blogging and
newsletters.

SAVE THE DATE for GWA at Cultivate’15
The Garden Writers Association Outreach Task
Force is again planning multiple events to be
held during AmericanHort’s Cultivate’15 event,
July 11-15 in Columbus, Ohio. Cultivate is
the largest all-industry horticulture exposition and
convention in North America attracting 10,000
horticulture professionals in one location. If you’ve
never attended, we encourage you to attend to
see the commercial side of horticulture in annuals,
perennials, shrubs, vegetables and more.
As we did in 2014, GWA will have a booth on
the trade show floor to educate growers, retailers,
breeders and other horticulture companies on the
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value a garden communicator can bring to their
business. In addition, there will be a Region III
Connect meeting and at least one educational
session hosted and moderated by GWA
members that will focus on subjects where we
provide the expertise.
Because of our partnership with
AmericanHort, GWA members will receive a
complimentary full registration to Cultivate’15,
which is a $295 value. We look forward to
seeing you there! More to follow once details
are finalized! To learn more about Cultivate’15,
visit http://cultivate15.org.
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Executive Director’s Report
Spring Meetings

As we begin a new
membership year, GWA’s
programs start with a series
of regional and connect
meetings. Each event is
designed to provide special
access, education, story
ideas and networking
opportunities for members.
Although we call them
“regional” meetings, they are open to all members
regardless of your home location; so, please feel
free to take advantage of any GWA meeting/event as
you travel around the country for business or other
reasons.
The key to getting a variety of programs
organized in each region is the tireless energy of our
National and Regional Directors who volunteer their
time so generously. Directors work hard to locate a
venue they believe will be interesting to members
and then pull together the schedules and program
details that make the event both content rich and
cost effective. If you have an idea for a venue or
program you believe should be considered in your
region, we encourage you to contact your regional
leaders to share your concepts. We also encourage
all members to take a few moments throughout the
year to drop your directors a note to let them know
you appreciate their efforts in your behalf, even if you
cannot get to a local event this year.
Details of this spring’s regional meetings are
provided elsewhere in this issue. To let you know
how busy your leaders have been, we have had, or
will soon have, events in Baltimore, Boston, Chicago,
Portland, Toronto and Charleston (S.C.). Also being
investigated are events in Columbus, Dallas, Seattle,
Charlottesville and central Michigan. Keep checking
the website and the GWA Clippings newsletter for
updates on current and new events.

Annual Symposium

Mark Sept. 18-21 on your calendar for the 67th
GWA Annual Symposium in Pasadena, Calif. Program Chair Kirk Brown is already working on
organizing the symposium educational sessions after
receiving more than 80 presentation submissions this
year. Currently, he is planning an opening and closing
keynote presentation, fewer panel sessions but more
in-depth education sessions, a roundtable discussion
program and the annual membership meeting.
Local Arrangements Chair Lydia Plunk and
her committee are vetting garden tour sites with a
variety of private and public garden venues. Expect
to experience great story and photo opportunities that
only Los Angeles and Pasadena can offer such as
the Los Angeles Arboretum and our special sponsor,
The Huntington Library, Art Collections and Botanical
Gardens.
We also have had a great start on this year’s
symposium exhibit. View our progress as we add
new supporters of the gardening communications
profession on our exhibit hall layout page (Click
Here). Be sure to scroll to the bottom of the page to
view exhibitor listings.

Membership Campaign

Like every association, GWA is stronger when it represents as many people in the profession as possible.
President Larry Hodgson has appointed Randy
Schultz as our new Membership Chair to lead the
first membership growth campaign GWA has ever
conducted. Details of that plan will unfold in the next
Q&T, but we ask every member to lend a hand now.
If every member recruited just one new member,
GWA would double in size; so, think about colleagues
you know who would benefit from all GWA has to
offer. If you are not sure of all the programs GWA
has, refer to the membership information brochure on
the website (Click Here).
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Be sure your new member recruits list you
as their sponsor so you get credit for their joining.
In appreciation for your recruitment efforts, every
member you recruit returns a $15 credit to you on
your next year’s dues – up to the full amount of your
annual dues.

2015 Membership Directory

In an effort to distribute the 2015 Membership
Directory early this year, we ask all members to visit
the members-only area of the website and review/
update your member profile. Please be sure your
listing is current by Mar. 16.
We also remind members you have the option
to receive only the electronic version of the directory
by opting-out of the printed directory distribution. Be
sure to check the directory selection of your choice in
your member profile page by Mar. 16.
GWAis off to a good start for 2015 and we
appreciate your support and participation. Please let
us know how we can serve your needs throughout
the year.

Robert C. LaGasse
Executive Director

67th GWA Annual Symposium
Sept. 18-21 — Pasadena, Calif.
The Hilton Pasadena and
The Sheraton Pasadena
have been chosen as
hotels for the GWA Annual
Symposium. GWA has
negotiated a room rate of
$129 single/double.
Click Here to make
your hotel reservation and
learn about transportation.
quill & Trowel newsletter

No. 1

FEBRUARY 2015

Regional & Connect Meetings
The following Regional and Connect Meetings are scheduled for 2015. Additional information will be posted
online at www.gardenwriters.org and in future issues of the Quill & Trowel newsletter.

Region 3
Saturday, Mar. 14

GWA to Meet at
Chicago Flower &
Garden Show
Navy Pier, Chicago, Ill.
8:00 a.m. - 2:45 p.m.

Registration fee:
By Feb. 13
By Mar. 6
GWA members
$35/person
$45/person
Non-members
$40/person
$50/person
Registration/Cancellation Deadline: Mar. 6

Chicago’s Navy Pier is an experience for the
senses, invoking memories of spring after a typically
long, cold Chicago winter. The Chicago Flower &
Garden Show, presented by Mariano’s, creates
an experience that the attendees will not forget by
presenting new and exciting interactive concepts.
• Registration, Continental Breakfast & Networking before the show opens (Show Newsroom, #206)
• “Welcome to the Chicago Flower & Garden
Show” (Room #325): Tony Abruscato, show
owner & director (presented by Mariano’s)
• “Centerpiece Spotlight”: Katie Rotella, PR
manager, Ball Horticultural Company
• “What’s New for 2015”: Diane Blazek,
executive director, National Garden Bureau
• “GrowIt! - The Garden-Tech Revolution Starts Now!”:
Seth Reed & Mason Day, co-founders, GrowIt!
• GWA Business Meeting & Lunch

• “Understanding Neonics & Pesticides”: Joe
Bischoff, Ph.D., regulatory & legislative affairs
director, AmericanHort
• “What’s New in Chicago Parks & Gardens”:
panel presentation with Scott Stewart (director,
Lurie Garden in Millennium Park); Eileen Figel
(deputy general superintendent, Forest Preserves
of Cook County; & Nicole Sheehan (project
manager, construction, Maggie Daley Park,
Chicago Park District).
• “The New American Rose Garden”: Tyler Francis
(owner, Francis Roses)
• Door Prizes

Contact: Sue Markgraf
(smarkgraf@greenmarkpr.com)

For the latest details visit Region III

Region 4
Friday, Mar. 27

Garden Writers Greet Spring
on the Ashley River
Magnolia Plantation, Middleton Place
Charleston, S.C.
7:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Registration fee:
By Feb. 20
After Feb. 20
GWA members
$55/person
$75/person
Non-members
$75/person
$95/person
Registration/Cancellation Deadline: Mar. 20
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Morning — Magnolia Plantation
• Private photo shoot
of the grounds prior
to public opening
• Business meeting &
presentation: Tom
Johnson, Exec. Dir.,
Magnolia Plantation
& collective of
azaleas & camellias
• Guided tours and/or
tour on your own

(Thanks to the generosity of Magnolia Plantation, GWA
members have been given free return admission for
additional time to tour the mansion and have extended
tours of the entire site.)

Afternoon — Middleton
Place and Gardens
• Low Country Buffet Lunch
• Presentation: “The
History of Middleton
Place and Gardens”
• Guided tours and/or tour
grounds on your own
• Trunk Show in the
Middleton Place parking
lot. (A time when we literally open up the trunks of our

vehicles & raffle off an amazing array of “stuff” donated
by horticultural vendors...and there are always free
plants!)

The date for the regional meeting coincides with the
68th Spring Festival of Houses and Gardens (https://
www.historiccharleston.org/Events/Annual-Festivalof-Houses-and-Gardens.aspx) in Charleston. Set
Continued on page 9
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Regional & Connect Meetings cont’d
Continued from page 8

amid the historic ambience of the city’s Old & Historic
District, this series of award-winning tours showcases
Charleston’s distinctive architecture, history, gardens
and culture. These tours provide a rare opportunity
for guests to go inside the private houses and gardens of some of America’s most beautiful historic
residences, dating back to the18th century.
Plan to come early or stay late to see some of
the finest private gardens in the country at the height
of their season.

Contact: Kirk R. Brown
(vista6211@verizon.net)

For the latest details visit: Region IV

Topic:

Participants in this program will link up with likeminded groups in the horticulture industry and have
the chance for better communication between the
groups and more opportunities to promote the entire
industry, fulfilling a desire by the GWA Board.

Panelists:

• Paul Taylor (Association of Northwest Landscape
Designers)
• Vanessa Nagel (Association of Professional
Landscape Designers)
• Janel Parker (Oregon Botanical Artists)
• Sandra Laubenthal/Larissa Ushriya (Oregon Flower
Growers Association)
• TBA (Oregon Landscape Contractors Association)

Region 6
Friday, Feb. 27

GWA to Meet at
The Yard, Garden
& Patio Show

Wednesday, Feb. 18

Connect Meeting

Oakville, Ontario
12:00 noon - 2:30 p.m.

It’s too darn cold! Let’s do a Soup & Sandwich Lunch
Connection. Meet at Barbara Phillips-Conroy’s place
(402 MacDonald Rd., Oakville, Ont.). You bring your
own sandwich (BYOS). Look forward to seeing you
around the table!
Contact: Barbara Phillips-Conroy
(barbaraphillipsconroy@gmail.com)
For the latest details visit: Region VII Connect

Saturday, Mar. 14
Sponsor support
gratefully received
from Little Prince of
Oregon Nursery and
Monrovia.

Oregon Convention
Center
Portland, Ore.
5:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Registration fee:
By Feb. 20
GWA members
$30/person
Non-members
$40/person
Registration Deadline: Feb. 20

Region 7

Region VII Regional Meeting
at Canada Blooms
Direct Energy Centre
Toronto, Ontario
8:00 a.m. - 2:45 p.m.

Tour/Business of Garden Writing
Sessions/Lunch
Tour/Business of Garden Writing Sessions
Registration Deadline: Mar. 2

$50/person
$15/person

• Guided tour before the crowds arrive
• Networking time with fellow garden writers
• Business of Garden Writing information sessions
• Networking Lunch

Contact: Pat Munts
(pat@inlandnwgardening.com)

For the latest details visit: Region VI
page 9

(Note: Media accreditation is required for comp access to
Canada Blooms. To register, go to: canadablooms.com)

Contact: Ken Brown
(kcbrown@sympatico.ca; 905.665.9411)

For the latest details visit: Region VII
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outside of the post office, and each night the boxes
were empty. Ronnie and Nancy Jackson took the
produce they didn’t use in the community to the
Salvation Army Center in Wichita.
Is there something you could be doing to help in
your own community? Spring is the time to get
people interested in the PAR program. Write
about the PAR program in your area. If someone
is interested in PAR, have them contact Carol
Ledbetter (par@gardenwriters.org) to learn more
about participating in this worthwhile program.

Local Communities
Help Plant a Row
Many communities around the country are involved
in the Plant a Row for the Hungry (PAR) program.
Here are a couple of communities, sharing the spotlight and revealing what makes their PAR program a
success.

Coles County PAR Garden

The Coles County (Illinois) Master Gardeners’ Plant
a Row garden is next to the Sarah Bush Lincoln
Health Center in Mattoon. Master Gardeners Max
Davis, Stanley Huffman and Renee Fuller work with
vegetables in the PAR plot. The volunteers put in
more than 300 hours per year and grow all kinds of
fruits and vegetables, including tomatoes, potatoes,
sweet potatoes, onions and cucumbers. Turnips
and carrots were added to the mix last year. With
the exception of onions and potatoes, everything is
grown from seed. Volunteers pick the vegetables and
Stanley Huffman drives the harvest to a local food
pantry, alternating between Mattoon and Charleston.
The process begins in January and February,
when the gardeners start growing tomatoes and
cabbage in the greenhouse near the plots. Sarah
Bush Lincoln’s greenhouse was recently renovated,
including a new roof and siding to ensure the proper

Karen Fuller picks cucumbers at the Coles County Master
Gardeners’ Plant a Row Garden.

amount of sunlight was reaching the vegetables.
The gardeners have seen their share of
hardships — in the past, people have come to the
plot to take vegetables for themselves and one year
the potato crop rotted. Last year was a success
though with more than 1,000 pounds of potatoes
harvested.
At the end of the year, volunteers gather for
a large picking session just before frost. Most
vegetables will have been picked earlier, but the
sweet potatoes remain and are the last to be
harvested.
Max Davis said, “You learn a lot, and you meet
a lot of good people. I didn’t know Renee until she
joined the group, and we’ve worked together lots.”
If you’re interested in the Master Gardener
program, visit the University of Illinois Extension
website (web.extension.illinois.edu/mg/).

Potwin Community Garden

In 2014, the Ken Whittington Memorial Plant a Row
Garden in Potwin, Kan. (near Wichita) had one of its
best years since it started in 2000. Potwin residents
harvested 6,134 pounds of vegetables last year.
Almost 3,100 pounds of tomatoes were picked from
104 plants donated by the Whittington family.
The vegetables were shared with the community.
Occasionally, large boxes of vegetables were set
page 10

GWA Membership Directory
“Opt Out” Option
DEADLINE: Mon., Mar. 16
In support of the Garden Writers Association’s
continuing efforts in sustainability, the 2015-16
Membership Directory will be available both in
printed and electronic formats. The file will be
available online in the Members Area in a readonly Adobe PDF format. If you wish to support our
sustainability efforts, you can opt-out of receiving
the PRINTED version of this year’s directory.
To receive BOTH the printed AND electronic
versions of the directory, do nothing. To receive only
an electronic version of the directory:
• Login to the GWA site.
• Click on the “Members Area” tab.
• Scroll to the bottom of the profile page, click
the box in the GWA Directory section.
• Click “Submit” to finalize your selection.
• Please note: Requesting an electronic
directory only removes you from the mailing
list for a printed directory.
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Tech Today. . .

You Are Not Wikipedia
By Doug Green

In continuing the theme of taking a look at the Net
from a beginner point of view, I returned to my own
past. A long time ago, on a blog post far, far away, I
wrote a short piece saying there were three purposes
for a website. Writers could pick one major focus
from: (a) information, (b) entertainment or (c) social. I
added the caveat that your posts had to be presented
in a way that combined all three of the areas, but
you had to pick one and only one main area to focus
on if you were to succeed. If you examine the Net
some 10 years later, this separation has moved well
beyond any single website. Information sites such as
Wikipedia contain staggering amounts of information.
The online social sphere has sucked the life out of
blog commenting and conversations about blog posts
often wind up on a social media site rather than on
the originating post site. Entertainment has moved to
sites such as YouTube and Pinterest.

Who’s Doing What Online?

I took the 99 Days of Facebook challenge last fall (99
days without social media) and rethought my entire
online world. Even though I have hundreds (if not
thousands) of individual info-posts on my websites,
I can’t compete with the vast bulk of Wikipedia or
other specialized sites such as the quick-info, pointform data sites such as eHow. Consumers like the
fast information available on the quickie sites and
the authority of Wikipedia sucks the life out of many
other searches. If you’re looking for a specific plant,
nursery sites are likely to pop up ahead of a general
interest site on a Google search. This means it

doesn’t make much sense for me to write a long info
piece about specific plants. Trying to compete with
Facebook or YouTube is pointless.

Your Options Now

So what does that leave us with? Business or hobby,
we’re left with our unique voice and perspective on
growing and using garden plants. We are selling
ourselves, our expertise, experience and writer’s
voice. So if you’re starting out or rethinking your
online presence as I’ve just been doing, here’s
your generalized key to current success. You need
to know your garden and be able to share it in an
interesting, entertaining and informative way beyond
what others do. It’s the “unique” part of this that’s
critical and likely to allow many of us to succeed; it’s
not a winner-take-all adventure.
And like the sea-change in publishing 12 years
ago (give or take a few), when the Internet changed
the traditional garden publishing industry, I suspect
the last two years has given us another turn to the
future.

Suggestions for Starting
or Renewing Online Now

• Step One: Consider your content. Is it informative?

Does it contain more useful information and more
pictures than any other site? Is it entertaining?
Does it contain multiple ways for readers to share
and absorb the information. For example, my new
objective for all posts is to have text, graphics,
images and a video for each article.
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• Step Two: I’ve written before about Wordpress
plugins that turn your site into a content site with
a few clicks. With plugins like Blog-in-Blog, site
organization happens quickly and easily. I’ve also
written about using SEO plugins such as the Yoast
SEO plugin and again, these are basic beginner
steps if you’re using Wordpress. If I were to do only
one thing, it would be to install the Yoast plugin and
follow their guidelines.
• Step Three: Rewrite your top 25-50 traffic-driving
pages (as my multi-content objectives above) to
cement their popularity. You can identify these from
your traffic analytics file. Another tack is to rewrite
your 25 worst performing pages to boost their
performance.

• Step Four: Don’t know what to write? Go to

http://ubersuggest.org/ and enter a common
gardening term. Those are your keywords and
topic suggestions. Write them your way from your
experience and add enough pictures and graphics to
satisfy any style of reader involvement.

Rethink How You
Make Money

Rethink how you intend to make money. We have
two main options: online and offline. If I were starting
out, I’d consider all offline adventures in writing,
but also include doing talks and joining speakers’
Continued on page 12
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Tech Today cont’d

New Members

Continued from page 11

Welcome to the following new members who joined
the association in December 2014 and January 2015.

Richard Bender
2845 Willow Tree Ln., Unit L
Fort Collins, CO 80525
(O) 970.219.2019
(H) 970.219.2019
bender1889@msn.com
Mark Bowen
Nature’s Way Resources
101 Sherbrook Cir.
Conroe, TX 77385
(O) 936.321.6990
(H) 936.828.8350
markbowenhoutx@gmail.com
Paul Lee Cannon
4728 Allendale Ave.
Oakland, CA 94619
(O) 415.290.0751
(H) 415.290.0751
paulleecannon@gmail.com
Grace Chapman
Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden
1220 Westminster Ave.
Richmond, VA 23227
(O) 804.262.9887 ext. 241
(H) 561.308.8795
gracec@lewisginter.org
Cloud Conrad
Doggone Write!
125 Buena Vista St.
Winder, GA 30680
(O) 678.517.4225
(H) 678.517.4225
cloudconrad@windstream.net
Bob Cook
Weeds and Seeds LLC
17397 Allentown Rd.
Fort Myers, FL 33967
(O) 239.734.0212

(H) 239.466.9159
bobdirt27@comcast.net
Scott Daigre
TOMATOMANIA
12693 Highwinds Rd.
Ojai, CA 93023
(O) 323.363.0844
(H) 323.363.0844
powerplanter@mac.com
Jeff DeBell
Cascade Woodland Design, Inc.
2214 Fir St. SE
Olympia, WA 98501
(O) 360.791.6106
(H) 360.791.6106
jeff.debell@cwd-forestry.com
Kathy Diemer
15 Anderson Rd.
Sherman, CT 06784
(O) 203.743.3867
(H) 860.355.5400
kathy@agardenforall.com
Sue Ann DuBois
Garden Goddess Sense &
Sustainability
P.O. Box 7
Greenfield Center, NY 12833
(O) 518.390.9138
sue@chipslandscaping.net
Rebecca (Becky) Homan
801 S. 3rd St.
Hamilton, MT 59840
(O) 314.852.1171
(H) 314.852.1171
becky.homan@gmail.com
Ian Kain
GardenTours.com

Parkietlaan 6
Den Haag, Netherlands 2566 XV
(O) +31643893026
(H) +31643893026
iak@gardentours.com
Cathy Rehmeyer
261 Sycamore St.
Pikeville, KY 41501
(O) 606.218.5431
(H) 606.899.0215
cathrynjoy@yahoo.com
Peggy Riccio
pegplant.com
4608 Picot Rd.
Alexandria, VA 22310
(O) 703.282.8503
(H) 703.922.8198
pegplant@yahoo.com

Allied Members
Afilias
(Registry of .ORGANIC web domain)
- Quinnie Wong
300 Welsh Rd., Bldg. 3, Ste. 105
Horsham, PA 19044
(O) 215.706.5716
(H) 201.572.3736
qwong@afilias.info
Lebanon Seaboard
Corporation
- Debra Balcerzak-Wilson
1600 E. Cumberland St.
Lebanon, PA 17042
(O) 717.270.3530
dbalcerzak-wilson@lebsea.com

Glenn Rieker
Overthehedgerow
1341 Terminal Rd.
Grafton, WI 53024
(O) 262.385.5805
(H) 262.385.5805
overthehedgerow@gmail.com

Lebanon Seaboard
Corporation
- Joanna Thomas
15365 Gifford Rd.
Oberlin, OH 44074
(O) 440.935.5074
(H) 216.702.2679
gardenscapesbyjoanna@
yahoo.com

Fran Sorin
1810 S. Rittenhouse Sq.
Apt. #1002
Philadelphia, PA 19103
(O) 215.687.4732
(H) 215.687.4732
fran@fransorin.com

Lebanon Seaboard
Corporation
- Lori Zimmerman
1600 E. Cumberland St.
Lebanon, PA 17042
(O) 717.270.3530
zimmerman@lebsea.com

Teresa Speight
Cottage In The Court
7016 Foster St.
District Heights, MD 20747
(O) 301.785.7507
cottageinthecourt@gmail.com

Natural Alternative, Inc.
- Dee Merica
1 E. Church St.
Frederick, MD 21701
(O) 888.546.5941
dmerica@naturalalternative.com
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bureaus. I’d take advantage of the Net versions of
offline. Start a podcast (radio), begin a YouTube
channel (television). Write a magazine-style
website (magazine). Do a regular reader newsletter
(newspaper).
If there were an outlet for my content or myself,
I’d fire away. But then I’d evaluate which worked.
Which made me money? What drove traffic to my
website or sold eBooks and could be considered
marketing? Which pages gave me visitors to my
money-making adventures? What was fun to do and
what was a pain? (Hint: focus on the fun.)
Investigate print books and magazines, but
take a close look at the time vs. return factor before
signing any contracts. I’ve long said it was fine
to do one gardening book to be able to say, “I’m
a published author.” But the second had to be a
money-making operation based on an hourly wage
and if you can’t make money doing it, then why do a
second? If you do decide to do a second, or even a
third, keep track of your hours invested and do the
math for advances and royalties to give you a sense
of profitability.

Two Last Thoughts

The two resources you need to accomplish any
of the above are YouTube and Google. Anything
you need to know about a “how to” (make a video,
install a Wordpress plugin, make a graphic, etc.) is
described or shown somewhere. Search for it.
Above all else, the key to success is to stay
flexible because this brave new world of ours will
change again.
Doug Green is a GWA Award of Merit winner for
writing, is currently consolidating websites, writing
eBooks, and focusing on new media as he semiretires to his garden.
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Photographer’s Corner
The Garden Photographer in Winter
By Mark Turner

In my ideal garden photographer world, the light will
always be soft, the atmosphere misty, every bloom
perfect, no weeds in sight, the temperature a perfect
70 degrees, and the gardener will set out fresh scones
and coffee for me to enjoy while photographing her
garden. We can dream, can’t we? And occasionally
the stars align and our dreams come true.
But in the real world, we deal with imperfect
conditions. Whether it’s an assignment, a stock shoot
or a garden visit during an organized tour, we end up
working in the rain, in harsh mid-day sunlight, or in a
mid-winter blizzard. The sign of the true professional
is the ability to come home with good, maybe even
great, images when the weather goddess deals
you a tough hand. Nearly anyone who has some
sense of design, understands gardens, and has a
camera can make a pretty decent image under ideal

conditions. Set yourself apart by creating the images
the ordinary photographer can’t.
This is a good time to think about how to
come home with good storytelling photos of the
winter garden. It’s the quiet season in the garden,
particularly at northern latitudes. I’m blessed to live
in a part of the continent where we joke that spring
begins on New Year’s Day, but that’s really pushing
it, although I can find blossoms here and there, even
on the winter solstice.
I’ve found that when my editors ask for “winter
in the garden” they’re thinking snow. I don’t get to
photograph gardens in the snow very often without
traveling, but here are some tips for success.
• Use the “cloudy” white balance setting when it’s
snowing, or do a custom white balance on the

snow. After the snow has stopped and the sun is
out again, then the “daylight” setting will give the
most natural color.
• Set exposure compensation to +1 or more if most
of the scene is snow. Your camera’s meter wants
to make everything 18% gray, which means snow
will look dirty and dingy if you don’t compensate.
This applies both during the storm and in the
sunshine afterward. If you’re shooting raw then you
can adjust brightness later, but it’s better to get the
exposure right in the camera.
• Look for big, structural subjects in the landscape
— arbors, pergolas, gates, fences, large trees and
shrubs. This is a good time to explore how the big
pieces of a garden fit together.
• Explore how snow piles up on branches, lingering
leaves and fruit. These can be great detail shots.

B

A

C

(A) Snow collects on trident maple samaras [Acer buergerianum] in Spokane, Wash. (B) During a heavy snowstorm, flakes blur into soft streaks during a 1/30 sec. exposure. This garden shed is in
Spokane, Wash. (C)The day after a storm, backlighting accents the shape of a cutleaf Japanese maple [Acer palmatum ‘Dissectum’], a soft organic shape contrasting with the angular greenhouse in the
background of this Spokane garden.

Continued on page 14
page 13
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Photographers Corner
Continued from page 13

Interesting bark, dried seed pods and flower heads
and velvety magnolia buds all make fascinating
macro shots.
• When photographing while snow is falling, you’ll
likely get streaks from the moving snowflakes
during longer exposures. They happen, and I think
they’re part of the “winter” story.
• After the sun comes out, use backlight or sidelight
to accentuate texture and the translucent nature of
the snow. Shadows are your friend, and on snowy
days they don’t block up and lose detail like they
do in other seasons.
• Keep your camera and lens dry. I use an
inexpensive rain cover for my camera, but I’ve
also been known to hold an umbrella over it. Some
outdoor photographers invest in heavy-duty rain
covers, but I’ve
found the cheap
ones work just
fine if handled
carefully. I carry
a soft cotton
bandana in
my pocket that
I use to wipe
snow and water
droplets off my
lens (actually a
protective filter
on the front).
It’s critical to
check the front
of the lens
before every
shot to make
It’s a rose bush, but all that really
sure the lens
matters here are line, pattern, and the
doesn’t have
contrast of snow against yellow wall in
the author’s garden.
any droplets on

cont.

the surface because they’ll create soft-focus blobs
in your images.
• Avoid taking your camera from the cold into a
warm environment, then back out into the cold.
You’ll get condensation on the cold camera and
lens when you bring it inside. Better to leave your
camera in the cold car while you warm yourself up
in the coffee shop.
• As I do in all seasons, I have my camera on a
tripod more than 90% of the time and use a cable
release.
• Thin liner gloves may give you enough warmth
while still providing sufficient tactile sensation to
work your camera’s controls. Some photographers
like fingerless gloves.
• Batteries don’t last as long in cold weather. Carry a
fully charged spare in an inside pocket.
• Dress in layers: long underwear, an insulating layer
or two, and a windproof/waterproof outer layer.
Some people like chemical hand warmers or boot
warmers, too.
All these tips are equally applicable to other
winter outdoor photography. I’ve been photographing
winter camping, hiking, skiing and landscapes for
40 years. When I need a snow fix, I can just jump in
my truck and drive 50 miles to the mountains where
the land is buried under deep snow until July. When
snow is predicted in the lowlands, I think about which
gardens I want to visit during the brief period when
they’ll be snow-covered, and then I’ll run around like
crazy photographing them before the snow melts
away. I’ve even driven across the state to catch a big
snowstorm, but that’s a bit crazy.
Just because it’s still winter doesn’t mean there
isn’t anything worth photographing in the garden.
Bundle up and get out there.
Mark Turner photographs gardens and the natural
world year-around from his home in Bellingham,
Wash., near the balmy shore of the Salish Sea.
page 14

A

B

C

(A) Snow caps dry flower stems. The strong sidelight
enhances the texture of the snow. (B) Look for details like
these viburnum berries. (C) A concrete fountain and weeping
Norway spruce hold their form under the snow, reducing this
Spokane garden to its major structural elements.
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Regional News & Notes

Region 1
Lorraine Ballato will deliver a variety of lectures
throughout Connecticut. Feb. 10, the Pomeraug
Garden Club will hear her talk on “Smarter
Gardening.” She will be a speaker Mar. 7 at the
33rd Annual Connecticut NOFA Winter Conference
in Danbury, discussing “Safe Solutions to Gardens
and Landscapes.” As spring gets closer, Lorraine will
turn her attention to “Foolproof Hydrangeas” as she
meets with the Olde Ripton Garden Club, Shelton,
Apr. 6.
Feb. 17, Tovah Martin will speak at Nunan’s
Annual “Spring Gardening Forum” in Georgetown,
Mass. From there, she will head to the Rhode Island
Flower Show Feb. 21-22. Then, she will teach
houseplant workshops at McArdle’s in Greenwich,
Conn., Feb. 26. Tovah will be at the Philadelphia
Flower Show Mar. 4. Then, she flies to Cullman,
Ala., for the Alabama Master Gardeners Symposium
(http://www.amgaconference.org) Mar. 23. Finally,
look for her at the Capitol District Flower Show
in Troy, N.Y. (http://gardenandflowershow.com/
speakers/) Mar. 29.
Julie Moir Messervy will give two lectures
Feb. 18 at the Piedmont Landscape Association’s
2015 Seminar (http://www.piedmontlandscape.org/
seminar.html) in Charlottesville, Va. She will lecture
Mar. 14 on “Outside the Not So Big House” and
“Edible Landscape Design” at the 2015 Oklahoma

Gardening School at Myriad Botanical Gardens
(http://oklahomacitybotanicalgardens.com) in
Oklahoma City.
Duncan Brine’s seminar, Naturalistic Landscape Design, will be held at The New York Botanical
Garden Feb. 20, 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Karen Bussolini will present two talks at the
34th Annual Connecticut Flower & Garden Show
in Hartford, Conn., Feb. 21: “40 Great Plants for
New England Gardens” and “The Unsung Season:
Gardens in Winter.” (www.ctflowershow.com)
Charlie Nardozzi will speak at a number
of flower shows around the country including the
Vermont Flower Show Feb. 27; the Chicago Flower
Show Mar. 14 on “Unusual Annuals;” and the San
Francisco Flower & Garden Show Mar. 20-21 on
“Seed Starting and Plant Propagation.”
Marie Iannotti will teach “How to Get More
From Your Vegetable Garden” Feb. 28 for The New
York Botanical Garden at their Bard College Campus.
She will speak Mar. 12 at the Boston Flower &
Garden Show at the Seaport World Trade Center,
and Mar. 27 at New York’s Capital District Garden
and Flower Show at Hudson Valley Community
College in Troy, N.Y.
Deer Defeat “It Can’t Be Beat” will be exhibited
at both SpringFest at the Sussex County Fairgrounds
in Augusta, N.J., Mar. 12-15, and the Capital District
Garden & Flower Show at Hudson Valley Community
College in Troy, N.Y., Mar. 27-29. (www.deerdefeat.
com)
Ellen Zachos will speak about “Backyard
Foraging” at the Fairfield Public Library in Fairfield,
page 15

Conn., Mar. 15 at 2:00 p.m. Mar. 16, she’ll lecture
on “Herbaceous Edible Natives for the Garden”
as part of the Native Plant Center Conference at
Westchester Community College. Apr. 11, Ellen
will give two lectures at Gardener’s Supply
Company in Burlington, Vt. — on “The Blended
Garden (good looks AND great taste!)” at 9:30 a.m.
and on “No Space? No Problem!” at 11:30 a.m.
Apr. 13, she will speak on “Backyard Foraging” at
Tower Hill Botanic Garden (10:00 a.m.) and at the
Memorial Hall Library in Andover, Mass. (7:00 p.m).
Kerry Ann Mendez will speak Mar. 29 at
the Capital District Garden & Flower Show at the
Hudson Valley Community College in Troy, N.Y. Her
topics are “Remarkable Perennials, Flowering Shrubs
& Annuals for Non-Stop Color” and “The Right-Size
Flower Garden.”
Abbie Zabar will give her workshop, “The
Art of Growing a Topiary Standard,” to the Ardsley
Garden Club, Ardsley, N.Y., Apr. 7.
—Ellen Zachos

Region 2
Claire Jones will do a demonstration called
“Tinker Bell and Beyond: Fairy Gardens Meets the
Movies — Always wanted to make a fairy garden,
Continued on page 16
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Regional News & Notes
Continued from page 15

but never knew where to start?” at the Philadelphia
International Flower Show Feb. 28 at 5:00 p.m.
See what it takes to create a miniature world for your
favorite movie characters with some basic supplies
and fairy dust. Feb. 19 from 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.,
Claire will present “Driving Sales Through Social
Media” at the Chesapeake Green – A Horticulture
Symposium held at the Maritime Institute and
Conference Center in Linthicum, Md. The symposium
is sponsored by the Maryland Nursery and
Landscape Association.
Washington Gardener Magazine has two tours
this year going up to the Philadelphia Flower Show.
The two tours are on different days, from different
locations: Mar. 4 from 10:00 a.m. – 10:00 p.m.,
leaving and returning to downtown Silver Spring, Md.,
and Mar. 5 from 10:00 a.m. – 10:00 p.m., leaving
and returning to Behnke Nurseries in Beltsville, Md.
(Philadelphia Flower Show Tours)
Kathy Jentz of Washington Gardener will
give a Local Gardening Talk Series on Capitol Hill
in March and April. Join Kathy for this wonderful
five-class series as she helps you prepare your
garden for Spring. These classes are great for nongardeners and expert gardeners looking to brush-up.
(http://washingtongardener.blogspot.com/2014/12/
local-gardening-talk-series-on-capitol.html)
Fran Sorin, CBS Radio News Gardening
Correspondent and author of the recently published
book, Digging Deep: Unearthing Your Creative
Roots Through Gardening, will appear at the

Philadelphia Flower Show Mar. 5 at 3:00 p.m. with
an interactive hands-on demonstration about “How
Edible Container Gardening Can Re-awaken Your
Creativity.” A book signing will follow the event.
(www.fransorin.com, www.gardeninggonewild.com)
Mar. 14, 10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m., Dan
Benarcik, horticulturist and artist at Chanticleer,
will present “Design Principals of the Pros That Can
Be Applied to the Home Landscape.” Location: TBD,
Hahn Teaching Garden Event (Virginia Tech). To
pre-register, contact Stephanie (vtgarden@vt.edu
or 540.231.5970). Dan will also speak Apr. 7 at the
Gloucester County (N.J.) Master Gardener Event.
The Woodlands at Pittsburgh Botanic Garden
re-opens Apr. 1. An opening celebration will be held
Apr. 4 and feature a child’s egg hunt, scavenger hunt
for older kids and a geocaching activity. A run/walk
sponsored by REI will be held Apr. 12. Orders for the
annual plant sale are due Apr. 15. Before opening
day, an outdoor fireside whiskey tasting will be held
Mar. 17. (www.pittsburghbotanicgarden.org)
Bill Thomas, executive director of
Chanticleer, invites you to visit Chanticleer
on opening day, Apr. 1, 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Chanticleer will host Peter Hatch, former head
gardener and executive director of Monticello and
author of A Rich Spot of Earth, Apr. 12 at 2:00 p.m.
at the Radnor Library in Wayne, Pa.
Louise Clarke will lead a green roof nest
box class at The Horticulture Center of The Morris
Arboretum, Philadelphia, Pa., Apr. 4, from
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1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Participants will customize
the rooftop, which will be home to a mixture of hardy,
low-growing sedums. Tips on attracting birds to the
nest box, maintaining green roofs and mounting
suggestions will be included. Participants should
bring a Phillips head screwdriver, garden/work gloves
if desired, and wear work clothing. Cost: $55.00/
members; $65.00/nonmembers (http://online.
morrisarboretum.org/classes or call with credit
card information 215.247.5777, ext. 125). Apr. 18,
Louise will speak about “Rain Gardens, Sustainable
Solutions” at the 2015 Home Gardeners’ School
sponsored by the Delaware County Master Gardeners
at Penn State Brandywine Campus, Media, Pa.
(610.690.2655; extension.psu.edu/delaware)
The Garden & Landscape Symposium of
Western Pennsylvania will be held Apr. 18 from
8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. at the Shady Side Academy’s
Hillman Center for Performing Arts, Pittsburgh, Pa.
Speakers include: Bill Cullina (keynote speaker);
Linda Chalker-Scott, Eric Burkhart and Lloyd
Traven. More than 20 vendors will offer new and
unique plants and garden accessories for sale
at Garden marketplace during the symposium.
Presented concurrently is the annual daffodil show
hosted by the Daffodil and Hosta Society of Western
Pennsylvania. To register, go to http://extension.psu.
edu/garden-landscape-symposium. For information,
visit http://extension.psu.edu/allegheny.
—Louise Clarke
Continued on page 17
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Region 3
Maria Zampini will give talks and provide book
signings for her newly released Garden-pedia: An A
to Z Guide to Gardening Terms at multiple events this
winter and early spring. Appearances are: Feb. 16,
at the Columbus Dispatch Home & Garden Show,
Columbus, Ohio; Feb. 21, at the Lake County Area
Chamber of Commerce Home & Lifestyle Expo at
the Great Lakes Mall, Mentor, Ohio; Mar. 5, at The
Ohio State University Perennial School; Mar. 14, at
the Chicago Flower & Garden Show, Navy Pier; and
Mar. 21 at Kah Garden Center, Botkins, Ohio. Talk
details, times and additional information are located on
the “Events” tab at www.upshoothort.com. Additionally,
Maria serves as director of plant development for the
HGTV HOME Plant Collection and will once again
be displaying at the California Spring Trials, taking
place Apr. 11-16 throughout California. The HGTV
HOME Plant Collection display is located alongside
annuals partner The Dummen Group at Edna Valley
Vineyards in San Luis Obispo. (springtrials.org)
The Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden will
host its 4th Annual Sustainable Urban Landscapes
Symposium Feb. 26. The Zoo’s Scott Beuerlein

reports that talks will include a 10-year review
of green infrastructure, recommend how-to’s for
determining your most sustainable choices in
landscape practices, provide review of neo-nics and
more. (cincinnatizoo.org)
Nina Koziol is teaching several Saturday
classes at the Chicago Botanic Garden this winter,
including “Paint Your Garden with Plants,” a two-part
class that looks at contemporary gardening in sun
and in shade (Feb. 28); “Creating Habitat for Birds
and Butterflies” (Mar. 7); and “Victorian Gardens”
(Mar. 21).
The Perennial Plant Association and The Morton
Arboretum have collaborated to present “Ready!
Set! Garden!” — the Central Region Perennial Plant
Symposium Feb. 28 from 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
at The Thornhill Education Center, The Morton
Arboretum, 4100 Illinois 53, Lisle, Ill. PPA Regional
Director Jennifer Brennan says speakers
include David Culp (Sunny Border Nurseries,
“The Layered Garden”); Susan Martin (Gardener
Sue’s News, “A New Spin on Old Favorites”); Susan
Jacobson, FASLA, PLA (The Morton Arboretum,
“Perennials in the Landscape at The Morton
Arboretum”); Chris Hansen (Great Garden Plants,
“Thrills and Chills – New Perennials for 2015”); Galen
Gates (featuring “Sedum, Sun-Lovers and Other
Sumptuous Succulents” and Brent Horvath’s
book, The Plant Lover’s Guide to Sedums); Mark
Zillis (A to Z Perennials, “The 10 Best Hostas And
More”); and Laura Deeter (Ohio State ATI, “Get
to ‘Know’ Maintenance”). Fee: $89/PPA or The
Morton Arboretum members; $105/non-members.
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(perennialplant.org, 614.771.8431 or Central Region
PPA Symposium or 630.719.2468).
The GWA Region III Regional Meeting,
sponsored by the Chicago Flower & Garden
Show, is promising exciting story leads for garden
writers across the country, on opening day of the
Chicago Flower & Garden Show, Mar. 14, at Navy
Pier. Sue Markgraf, a GWA Regional Director,
says presenters will include the show’s owner and
director, Tony Abruscato, and will feature Katie
Rotella (Ball Horticultural Company); Diane
Blazek (National Garden Bureau); Seth
Reed and Mason Day (GrowIt!); Joe Bischoff, Ph.D.
(AmericanHort®); and a panel presentation that will
include Scott Stewart (Lurie Garden in Chicago’s
Millennium Park); Eileen Figel (Forest Preserves
of Cook County) with co-presenter Nicole Sheehan
(Maggie Daley Park, Chicago Park District); and
Tyler Francis (Francis Roses). Markgraf (founder
and president of GreenMark Public Relations) will
moderate. Bring a notebook and dress comfortably
for an information and fun-filled day, which may
begin with a self-guided tour of the Chicago Flower
& Garden Show before it opens to the public. Details
are included on page 8 in this issue and online
(Region III Meeting).
Barry Glick kicks off his 2015 Lecture and
Workshop series Mar. 14 in Bedford, Va., with a
program for the Bedford County Master Gardeners
at their “Grow The Good Life” Symposium. (Bedford
County Master Gardeners) Mar. 20, he will be a
guest speaker for the Friends of Goodwin Forest,
Continued on page 18
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Hampton, Conn. (www.friendsofgoodwinforest.
org/guest-speakers.html). Then, Barry travels
to Manchester, Conn., for two presentations at
the Connecticut Master Gardeners “Symposium
XXII” Mar. 21. (Connecticut Master Gardeners
Symposium) Mar. 28, he will present a program at
the Hershey Public Library “Public Lecture Series.”
(Hershey Public Library)
Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp reports that the
Indiana Flower & Patio Show will be held at
the Indiana State Fairgrounds, Indianapolis
Mar. 14-22. (Indiana Flower & Patio Show)
—Sue Markgraf

Region 4

Feb. 15, Brent Heath will present “Let’s Have
a Plant Orgy” for the Perennial Plant Association
in Columbus, Ohio. Feb. 28, he will be at the
Cypress Bend Resort in Many, La., where he will

talk about “Landscaping with Bulbs in Southern
Climates.” Brent will help train the Williamsburg
Master Gardeners Mar. 9 and the Northern Neck
Master Gardeners Mar. 10. Mar. 14, he will
present “Bulbs as Companion Plants” to the Bedford
Master Gardeners at the New London Ruritan
Club. Brent will welcome the University of Virginia
Women’s Garden Club at Brent and Becky’s Bulbs
(www.brentandbeckysbulbs.com) with a day long
seminar and garden walk Apr. 8.
Becky Heath will be in Atlanta, Ga., Feb. 28
to present “The Other Bulbs – Summer and Fall
Blooming Types” for the Georgia Perennial Plant
Symposium. Brent and Becky Heath will welcome and give guided tours of their gardens to the
members of the American Daffodil Society as part of
their National Convention and also for a tour group
from AAA Apr. 12.  
Pam Beck will present “Hanging out with
Shady Characters” (aka Landscaping Around
Camellias), Mar. 7 at 1:30 p.m. at the 69th
Fayetteville Camellia Festival held at the Cape Fear
Botanical Garden, Fayetteville, N.C. Pam will be
sharing the stage with Brienne Gluvna Arthur who will
lecture about Camellias that morning. Then, Pam will
present two talks, “Up, Over, Around and Through
the Garden with Vines” and “Creating Intimate
Spaces” at the 69th Colonial Williamsburg Garden
Symposium, Apr. 10-12 at the Art Museums of
Colonial Williamsburg, Va.
—Bob Polomski
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Region 5
Sylvan Kaufman will teach the “Landscapes for
Life” series with horticulturist Tracy Neal in Santa Fe,
N.M., starting Feb. 17. The class is sponsored by
the Santa Fe Botanical Garden and Santa Fe Master
Gardener Program. Sylvan is a co-organizer of a
webinar series for landscape professionals that goes
through March. (www.chesapeakelandscape.org/
resources/sustainability-webinar-series/)
Denny Schrock will speak this winter with
a wide range of sites and topics. Feb. 21, he will
speak at the Linn County Winter Gardening Fair
(http://bit.ly/wgf15) on “Go Wild! How to Create
a Backyard Haven for Wildlife” and “Quick Color
for Your Landscape with Outstanding Annuals.”
Feb. 28, he will present “Take the Tropics Indoors”
at the Greater Des Moines Botanic Garden (www.
dmbotanicalgarden.com/events-programs/). During
the Art of Gardening Fair (www.eicc.edu/futurestudents/events/art-of-gardening.aspx) Mar. 14,
Denny will be at the Eastern Iowa Community
College in Muscatine, Iowa. He will speak on “Getting
the Most from Your Vegetable Garden.” He will
Continued on page 19
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speak at the Siouxland Gardening Show in Sioux
City Mar. 27 (www.siouxlandgardenshow.org/) on
“Quick Color for Your Landscape: Amazing Annuals”
and “Selecting, Planting & Maintaining Native
Prairie Plants in the Landscape.” The next day he’ll
reprise the “Quick Color” presentation at the West
Pottawattamie Spring Gardening Conference
(www.extension.iastate.edu/westpottawattamie/
page/events?programID=226653) in Council Bluffs,
Iowa.
Kelly Norris will present a number of lectures around the country as winter fades into
spring. Feb. 25, he will join Brienne Gluvna to
present an in-service at Smithsonian Gardens in
Washington, D.C. Mar. 5, Kelly will talk about plant
style at the UCONN Perennial Plant Conference in
Storrs, Conn., and also Mar. 7 at the Miami Valley
Gardening Conference in Dayton, Ohio. He will be
back in Iowa to give lectures entitled “Horticultural
Theatre” as part of the Creative Gardening Series in
Cedar Rapids Mar. 12 and the Siouxland Garden
Show in Sioux City Mar. 27-29. Kelly will also
return to the east coast Mar. 21 to keynote the
Rutgers Master Gardeners of Mercer County Annual
Symposium in Princeton, N.J.
Russell Studebaker announced the 2015
Oklahoma Horticultural Society Winter Lecture series
speaker, Dr. Bill Welch, Professor and Landscape
Horticulturist for Texas A & M University. Dr. Welch
will present a PowerPoint presentation, “Heirloom

Gardening in the South,” Mar. 7 at 6:30 p.m. at
the Tulsa Garden Center, 2435 S. Peoria, Tulsa,
Okla. He will speak Mar. 8 from 2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
at the Will Rogers Park Garden Exhibition Center,
3400 N.W. 36th St., Oklahoma City. Attendance is
free and open to the public. Dr. Welch’s books will be
available for purchase and signing at both locations.
Lynn Byczynski, the editor/publisher of
Growing for Market magazine, presented a webinar
for Practical Farmers of Iowa on growing cut flowers
commercially. It is archived at connect.extension.
iastate.edu/p3h4mczi2zb/. Mar. 12, Lynn will speak
on organic cut flower production at the Michigan
Organic Food and Farm Alliance Conference at
Michigan State University.
Susan Appleget Hurst will speak on garden
design and conduct workshops on fairy gardening
at the 2015 Siouxland Garden Show. Held at the
Sioux City Convention Center, the show takes place
Mar. 27-29. (www.siouxlandgardenshow.org/)
Jared Barnes will present “People and
Plants Make Great Companions for Azaleas!” to the
Azalea Society of America National Convention in
Nacogdoches, Texas, Mar. 28.
Apr. 1, Ann McCormick will not be fooling
around, but she will speak to the Oklahoma City
Master Gardeners on “Why is My Cilantro Dead? and
Other Herb Questions.”
Shelley S. Cramm celebrates Easter
with the Bent Tree Garden Club Apr. 2 in Plano,
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Texas, speaking from her devotions in God’s Word
for Gardeners Bible. Gardening metaphors, vine
dressing and the intricacies of wheat growing infuse
the holiday with horticultural meaning, and Shelley
connects the joys of gardening to the ancient
events of Easter. Additionally, she will bring the
story of gardening in the Bible to garden lovers at
Church of the Incarnation in Dallas Apr. 14. (www.
gardenindelight.com/speaking-calendar/)
Apr. 9 at 10:00 a.m., Russell Studebaker
will present “The Cherokee Trail of Tears Daffodils”
showing his discovery of numerous heirloom cultivars
planted and naturalized in northeast Oklahoma
after the Cherokee’s relocation from the southeast
in the 1830s. The presentation is at the Broken
Arrow Library on Broadway St. This presentation
is sponsored by the Iris Garden Club of Broken
Arrow. (russell.studebaker@cox.net) Russell will
give a lecture, “Pokeweed, Native Spring Green
or Garden Pariah,” Apr. 16 at 9:30 a.m. to the
Muskogee Garden Club at Kiwanis Senior Center,
119 Spaulding Dr., Muskogee. Pokeweed’s place
in American history, its importance as a cash crop
in northeast Oklahoma and northwest Arkansas,
and its commercial processing will be shown in
slide presentations. (Contact Martha Stoodley,
stoodleymartha@gmail.com)
—Bill Adams
Continued on page 20
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Region 6
Susan Mulvihill will teach a class on raised bed
gardening as part of the Washington State University/
Spokane County Master Gardeners’ “Grow Your
Own Food” series Feb. 21. She will deliver the
keynote address at the Cabin Fever Gardening
Symposium Mar. 14. The topic will be “Breathtaking
Gardens Around the World” where she’ll also present
a program on winter vegetable gardening. This
event is sponsored by the Spokane County Master
Gardeners.
Marty Wingate will talk Feb. 27 at
1:00 p.m. on “A Shrub for All Seasons” at the
Portland Yard, Garden, & Patio Show in Portland,
Ore. (www.ygpshow.com/about.php), and return
to Portland Mar. 12-15 to participate in Left
Coast Crime (www.leftcoastcrime.org/2015).
Mar. 28 at 10:00 a.m., Marty will talk on “Perennial
Combinations” at Molbak’s (molbaks.com).
Dawn Hummel will present “Growing Lilies
in the Pacific Northwest” at the Portland Yard
Garden and Patio Show (Portland, Ore.) Feb. 28
at 3:30 p.m.
Debra Lee Baldwin (www.debraleebaldwin.
com) will give presentations on designing with
succulents at San Diego’s Spring Home/Garden
Show Mar. 6-8 and at the San Francisco Flower &
Garden Show Mar. 18-19. Debra also has a new

online class series with Craftsy, “Stunning Succulent
Arrangements.”
Claire Splan will join chef and culinary
instructor Jennifer Altman for a garden-to-table
presentation at the San Francisco Flower & Garden
Show Mar. 19 at 10:30 a.m. The topic will be “Citrus
— growing it in the home garden, preserving it, and
using it in recipes.”
Jacqueline Soule will once again be featured
at the nation’s 4th largest book festival, the Tucson
Festival of Books, Mar. 14-15 at the University
of Arizona Campus. She will speak about and
sign copies of her latest book, Southwest Fruit &
Vegetable Gardening, published by Cool Springs
Press. (tucsonfestivalofbooks.org or Gardening With
Soule on Facebook.)
Pam Peirce will speak on “Dining Gloriously
From a Small-space Food Garden” at the San
Francisco Landscape and Garden Show Mar. 21,
at 3:00 p.m. The show takes place at the San Mateo
Event Center Mar. 18-22 (sfgardenshow.com).
Sharon Lovejoy will give a talk to the
Santa Barbara Master Gardens Mar. 21 at
2:00 p.m. at Santa Ynez Valley Historical Society
Museum, 3596 Sagunto St., Santa Ynez, Calif.
The event is free and open to the public. (www.
sharonlovejoy.com). Sharon will be one of the guest
authors at the San Luis Obispo California Reading Association Authors and Illustrators’ Dinner
Mar. 27, at the Spyglass Inn, 2705 Spyglass
Dr., Pismo Beach, Calif. The event is open to the
public. Cost of dinner and evening $35. RSVP
slocar@yahoo.com.
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Stay up to date with 2015 symposium
happenings by joining the GWA Loves L.A.
Facebook page.
—Lydia Plunk

Region 7
Steven Biggs will speak about “No Guff Vegetable
Gardening” at Get the Jump on Spring at the Toronto
Botanical Garden, Toronto, Ont.; Feb. 21; “Fun
Crops that Wow” at Canada Blooms Mar. 21; “Crops
that Wow” for the Lake Simcoe South Horticultural
Society in Keswick, Ont., Mar. 23; and co-hosting
a children’s’ gardening workshop with his daughter
Apr. 12 at Richters Herbs in Goodwood, Ont.
Marnie Wright will speak Feb. 24 on
“Ideas for Paths and Seating in the Garden” at the
Bracebridge Horticultural Society.
Ken Brown will give the following talks:
Feb. 16, “Garden Photography,” for the Lambeth
Horticultural Society; Feb. 21, “Photography,” for the
Pickering Seedy; Feb. 25, “Vertical Vegetables,” for
the Brooklin Horticultural Society; Mar. 10 for the
West Carlton Horticultural Society; Mar. 26 for the
Beaverton Horticultural Society; and Mar. 18, he will
present “Shade Gardening,” at Canada Blooms.
Continued on page 21
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Rob Howard will speak to the Barrie Garden
Club Mar. 3 on “The Buffalo You Don’t Know.” He
will give two talks at the Wilmot Garden Explosion
event (near Stratford, Ont.) Mar. 21, repeating the
Buffalo talk and also speaking on “Nine Things
I Learned in Other People’s Gardens.” And, Rob
will talk to the Women’s Canadian Club of Hamilton
Apr. 8.
Tara Nolan and Niki Jabbour will speak at
Canada Blooms Mar. 13 on “Garden BFF’s: How

Edibles and Ornamentals Can Play Nicely Together.”
Later that afternoon, Niki takes the Unilock Celebrity
Stage to talk about “Groundbreaking Food Gardens:
fun and easy ways to grow more food.” Feb 21,
Niki will take part in the Dow Gardens Know & Grow
Seminar series in Midland, Mich. She will share her
experience growing vegetables year-round.
In Australia, Catherine Stewart will speak
Apr. 2 at the Bundanoon Garden Club about
“Designing Your Garden: shaping spaces and making
pictures.”

Tony Spencer (aka The New Perennialist) is
partnering with the Toronto Botanical Gardens this
winter to deliver a pair of talks/workshops focused on
New Perennial planting design and how to translate
it to a residential-scale environment. Tony plans to
pull together key principles and learning gleaned
from masters Piet Oudolf and Noel Kingsbury,
coupled with insights acquired over a decade of
experimentation in his own un-cottage garden.
(www.thenewperennialist.com)
—Steven Biggs

(1345 Piedmont Ave. NE, Atlanta, GA) Mar. 7, from
11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Also, Lee’s best friend, Harry Link, is planning
to create the Lee May Memorial Garden at the East
Haddam Senior Center in Connecticut (heads up: this
is supposed to be a surprise to Lyn). Harry is seeking
tax-deductible donations to be used to build the
garden and also maintain it for years to come.
If interested, please send a check to: Town of
East Haddam, Lee May Memorial Garden Fund, c/o
Finance Department, 7 Main St., East Haddam, CT
06423. For information about the memorial garden,
contact Harry (linkster.hj.hl@gmail.com).
Lee May was a journalist for The Atlanta
Journal-Constitution and Los Angeles Times for
more than 25 years. He was a news writer and
editor before becoming a food and gardening
columnist for the Journal-Constitution, and was the
newspaper’s first African American editorial writer.

During his tenure with the Los Angeles Times he
wrote on a variety of issues including immigration
and economics, and he covered the White House
during the Reagan Administration. He moved from
Washington to become the Times’ Atlanta bureau
chief in 1989.
May was a senior contributing editor for Southern
Living and an essayist for US Airways’ in-flight
magazine, Attaché, and for numerous home and
garden publications. More recently, he was a
contributing editor for Country Gardens magazine. A
graduate of the Columbia University Graduate School
of Journalism, he won many awards, including the
National Conference of Christians and Jews’ Gold
Medal Award and the Robert F. Kennedy Journalism
Award Grand Prize. He is the author of In My
Father’s Garden and Gardening Life.

In Memoriam

Lee May
(1941–2014)
“All life’s lessons grow
in the garden: birth,
nurturing, growth, love,
passion, obsession, joy,
pain, heartbreak, death.”
—Lee May
It is with great sorrow that I share the news of the
passing of our dear friend and garden writer, Lee
May, who passed away at home in Georgia in
December. Our beloved friend has — in the words
of Tovah Martin — “gone back to the earth he
loved so dearly.” His wife, Lyn May, is planning a
memorial service at the Atlanta Botanical Garden
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The Insider Scoop
Saxon Holt announced his new garden
photography and self-publishing website,
PhotoBotanic.com, with a membership area called
the Learning Center where eBooks and iBooks are
developed and released in advance of publication.
To kick-off the site, PhotoBotanic is sponsoring “The
Garden as Creative Source” a two-day symposium
with fellow garden photographers, Allan Mandell
and David Perry: Mar. 21-22 at University of
California Botanical Garden — Berkeley; as well as
special workshops at the San Francisco Flower &
Garden Show Mar. 19-21.

Southern Living and
Oxmoor House released
a new and completely
revised The New
Southern Living Garden
Book. The book is edited
by Steve Bender with
support from garden
editor Gene Bussell,
managing editor Linda
Askey, and a long list
of horticultural all-stars
who worked together to
make it an enduring work for southern gardeners.
The 768-page book describes more than 8,000
plants for Southern gardens and features 2,000 color
photographs. Available where books are sold for
$34.95.

This year, Ed Hume’s gardening television show,
“Gardening In America,” celebrates its 50th anniversary. The show has actually been on the air for more
than 50 years, with Hume as host and producer for
the past 50 years. In the ‘90s, the show had a potential viewing audience of 50 million households in the
United States, Canada and Japan.

Longtime garden writer for print magazines, Peggy
Riccio has ventured into the social media world
with the advent of www.pegplant.com. Inspired by
Welcome Wagon’s ability to provide new homeowners with information needed to thrive in a new
neighborhood, Peggy designed her blog to provide
local garden culture, information and resources to
people who are either new to gardening or new to the
Washington, D.C., metropolitan area.

Doug Jimerson and Karen Weir-Jimerson of
Studio G announced the completion of Perennials
magazine, a new title for Harris Publications. The
magazine will be for sale on newsstands in the
U.S. and Canada around mid to late February. This
new, general interest magazine is about perennial
gardening and includes many garden design
illustrations.
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Ed Lyon is the new director of the Reiman Gardens,
located on the campus of Iowa State University in
Ames, Iowa. He formerly served six-and-a-half years
as director of the Allen Centennial Gardens, on the
University of Wisconsin Madison campus.

The Cashiers (N.C.) Historical Society presented
Mary Palmer Dargan and Hugh Dargan with
the Village Heritage Award for Dovecote Porch and
Garden. (Dovecote Porch and Garden co-exists
with Dargan Landscape Architects as their seasonal
office.) The award is given to a historic building
in need of repair that is repurposed with integrity
in response to the village business vernacular.
Particularly, the committee honored Dovecote 2014
Garden Talk Salon, a series of 14 free public lectures
about mountain landscape design.

Hugh and Mary Palmer Dargan rode in a vintage Jaguar during the 40th Cashiers Christmas Parade.
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ALLIED NEWS
Bailey Nurseries Acquires
Plant Introductions, Inc.

Bailey Nurseries announced the acquisition of Plant
Introductions, Inc. (PII), effective Jan. 1. Widely
recognized as a leader in plant breeding, PII has
developed numerous innovative new varieties that
have been marketed worldwide, many introduced by
Bailey Nurseries. With the acquisition of PII, Bailey
Nurseries solidified its position to supply cuttingedge genetics and new introductions to domestic and
international markets. This enables Bailey Nurseries to
best support the industry and consumer demand with
exceptional new varieties. (www.baileynurseries.com)

Proven Winners/ColorChoice Received
2015 Green Thumb Awards
Two of the Proven Winners/ColorChoice plant
varieties won 2015 Direct Gardening Association
Green Thumb Awards. The Lemony Lace™
Elderberry and the Lo & Behold ‘Pink Micro Chip’
Buddleia were honored in the Plants, Bulbs and
Seeds division.
The showy new cutleaf
elderberry has bright golden
foliage and improved
sunburn resistance. White
spring flowers produce red
fruit in the fall. This native
deer-resistant plant is easy to
grow and will thrive in much of North America.
A whole new color for the
dwarf, non-invasive Lo &
Behold series, ‘Pink Micro
Chip’ is a small plant with
an abundance of blooms.
The fragrant flowers appear
earlier in the season than those of ‘Blue Chip,’ and
continue until frost. This deer-resistant plant attracts
hummingbirds and other wildlife to landscapes.

Botanical Interests Launched
New Garden Products

Consumers Prefer .ORGANIC Web
Address for True-Organic Goods

• A 2015 Direct Gardening Association Green Thumb
Award winner, Paperboard Pots, are made from
100% recycled material, minimize root disturbance
when transplanting seedlings.
• Because customers want a place to store seeds
while they read the information inside, Seed
Storage Envelopes were designed with a clear
window to easily check contents and a place on the
back to take notes.
• A large selection of seed tape and disks that
allow for quick gardening because the seeds are
already appropriately spaced, so the tape or disk can
be placed directly in the garden or container, covered
with soil, and watered.
• The eco-friendly, white birch Garden Stakes are
larger than an average stake, so they are easy to find in
the garden among the vegetables and flowers. The
birch is untreated so the stakes can be left to decompose in the garden. (www.botanicalinterests.com)

Garden Conservancy’s Open Days

Botanical Interests launched new garden products:

Johnny’s Award Winning Seed

The All America
Selection Committee
chose Butterscotch,
the newest butternut
variety developed by
Johnny’s traditional
breeding team, as a
2015 National AAS Vegetable Award Winner. The
emphasis Johnny’s consistently places on flavor
in selecting new varieties has stood the steadily
growing company in good stead. Butterscotch is
the eighth AAS Winner chosen from more than
50 new vegetable varieties introduced by Johnny’s.
(www.johnnyseeds.com)
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.ORGANIC domain operator Afilias announced the
results of new research that provides important
insights regarding U.K. and U.S. Internet users’
experience finding organic products and services
online. Nearly 70% of respondents believe that
some companies are misrepresenting themselves
as “organic” to command a premium price, and 60%
would like a reliable way to distinguish real organic
providers online from the pretenders. That’s why
almost 60% of respondents claimed they would be
more inclined to visit a site on .ORGANIC, which
is restricted to verified organic entities, than legacy
.COM sites when researching for organic products.
Afilias commissioned independent research agency
YouGov to undertake this research. Conducted in
mid-November 2014, the research surveyed over
3,200 U.K. and U.S. Internet users (2,057 and 1,147
adults, respectively). Full report here.

The Garden Conservancy’s 2015 Open Days
program kicks off in the Northeast Apr. 4 in
Trumansburg, N.Y., at the private garden of snowdrop
enthusiast Hitch Lyman. The 2015 schedule features
hundreds of visiting opportunities between spring and
fall. See the complete calendar of Open Days across
the country at www.opendaysprogram.org.

Star Roses & Plants/
Conard-Pyle Collaboration

A white landscape shrub rose representing the
first collaboration between Will Radler, creator of
the Knock Out® Rose, and Meilland International,
headlines Star® Roses and Plants/Conard-Pyle’s
2015 new introductions. To see the full collection visit
www.starrosesandplants.com/2015-introductions.
quill & Trowel newsletter

No. 1

FEBRUARY 2015

tips, tricks and
ideas for kids of all
ages and abilities,

Hot Off The Press
Pamela Bennett
and Maria Zampini,
Garden-pedia: An
A-to-Z Guide to
Gardening Terms,
St. Lynn’s Press, 160
pages, paperback,
$16.95 US/$17.95 CAN.
Available now. Gardenpedia fills the need for
a clear, concise book
of useful terms for the
layman gardener. In a friendly, conversational style,
Pam and Maria give the reader easy access to the
what, when, why and how of gardening — with over
300 of the most common terms you’ll encounter,
presented with entertaining sidebars, useful tips and
color photos throughout. Say goodbye to confusing
“hort-speak” terminology. This A-to-Z tool offers
simple explanations and high graphic appeal. Upto-date and authoritative — and the first of its kind
— Garden-pedia is destined to be the reference of
choice for new or experienced gardeners, Master
Gardeners and green industry professionals
everywhere.
James Carr, The
Jig Is Up: How
Georgia Can Lead
the Way Towards
a Sustainable
Future, New Hope
Publishing, 138 pages,
$15.00 soft cover/$2.99
eBook. Available now.
While many food lovers
appreciate fresh produce,
consider farm-to-tableeating a delicacy, and

even make considerable attempts to adhere to habits
of sustainable living, Carr considers the local food
movement to be a necessary way of life. Voicing
his passion and taking it upon himself to educate
those who will read, watch and/or listen, Carr has
conceptualized The Jig Is Up — a revolution aimed
to spread the word about sustainability and bring
people together through three creative elements:
literature, film and music.

Ruth Rogers
Clausen
and Thomas
Christopher
(photographs by Alan
Detrick & Linda
Detrick), Essential
Perennials:
The Complete
Reference to 2,700
Perennials for the
Home Garden,
Timber Press, 452
pages, hardcover, $39.95. Available now. Perennials
are the mainstay of any garden. But how do you
choose from the thousands available, and care for
the ones you already have? Essential Perennials
focuses on what every gardener needs to know.
Ruth and Thomas help you decide exactly which
plants will bring you the beauty you want and thrive
in the conditions you can provide. This A-to-Z
guide is packed with more than 2,700 plants, with
each entry listing flower color, bloom time, foliage
characteristics, size, and light and temperature
requirements. Each profile is supported by stunning
color photography that showcases the flower and
foliage that make each plant unique.
Chris Eirschele, The Kid-Gardener’s
Planting Book for Parents: Gardening
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Decoded Everything, 119
pages, eBook, $2.99.
Available now. Your child
wants to grow a garden.
You have the location
picked out and have
brought home soil for a
container or for a planting
bed outside — but what
comes next? Pick plants
easy enough for your child to grow without the
disappointment that comes with choosing beautiful,
but delicate plants…and then seeing them wither away
instead of prospering. First-time gardeners may show
no rhyme or reason in picking their plants, and there is
no reason to expect more from kids. Before you help
your kids choose, think about the kind of garden you
want. Choose your child’s tools wisely, pick the plants
that fit his or her needs, and start gardening.

Sharon Lovejoy, A
Blessing of Toads:
A Guide to Living
with Nature, Down

East Books, 304 pages,
paperback, $17.95.
Available now. Down
East Books, an imprint
of Rowman & Littlefield,
reissued A Blessing
of Toads with an
updated cover and new
unbranded title. Through
a collection of delightful
essays and illustrations,
Lovejoy shares the boundless joys of the natural
world. She focuses on what can be found just outside
the door, including hummingbirds, caterpillars and
dragonflies, but her informative and witty prose also
includes gardening lore and tips.
Continued on page 25
quill & Trowel newsletter

No. 1

FEBRUARY 2015

Hot Off The Press cont’d
Continued from page 24

Tom MacCubbin,
Florida Month-byMonth Gardening:
What to Do Each
Month to Have a
Beautiful Garden
All Year, Cool Springs
Press, 240 pages,
paperback, $24.99.
Available now. Tom
presents a foolproof
monthly breakdown
of exactly what you
should plant in Florida’s
peninsular climate, exactly when you should plant it
for the best seasonal success, and exactly how to
take care of it. From annuals to vegetables, lawns,
trees and perennials, this book is very straightforward
— simply look up any given month and you’ll find a
complete gardening guide for every plant category,
with advice for planning, planting, care, watering,
fertilizing and overcoming problems typically
encountered by Florida gardeners during that time of
year.
Kerry Ann
Mendez, The
Right-Size Flower
Garden: Simplify
Your Outdoor
Space with
Smart Design
Solutions and
Plant Choices,
St. Lynn’s Press, 192
pages, hardcover,
$18.95. Available now. Today, the reality of a
big garden no longer holds the same allure as a
small one. The demands of the garden can feel
overwhelming. Make smarter use of the space you

have and the plants you select. In The Right-Size
Flower Garden, Kerry shares her successful recipe
for having a garden you can manage and love again.
You’ll learn which plants to switch out, which ones
aren’t worth the effort, and which tools and practices
will take the “chore” out of gardening. The Right-Size
Flower Garden is filled with beautiful full-color photos,
practical tips, “plant this not that” lists, and valuable
shortcuts to success.

Pat Munts and
Sue Mulvihill,
Northwest
Gardener’s
Handbook: Your
Complete Guide:
Select, Plan, Plant,
Maintain, ProblemSolve — Oregon,
Washington,
Northern
California, British
Columbia, Cool
Springs Press, 256 pages, paperback, $24.99.
Available now. The Northwest Gardener’s Handbook
is filled with all the need-to-know information to make
your Northwestern garden a success. The book
is the when-to, how-to and what-to of gardening
for the more experienced gardener. The Northwest
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Gardener’s Handbook includes a plant guide of
nearly 300 plants. A section devoted to water-wise
gardening offers insight into a key component of every
garden which is especially in this region. Save water,
money and time with Pat’s tips! Gorgeous, full-color
photographs provide at-a-glance information on the
best plants to use in any situation.

Nellie Neal,
Nonstop Color
Garden: Design
Flowering
Landscapes &
Gardens for YearRound Enjoyment,
Cool Springs Press,
192 pages, paperback,
$24.99. Available now.
In The Nonstop Color
Garden, Nellie shows
how to use color as
an exciting element in your garden during all four
seasons — and it’s not just flowers! Year-round
color is possible by including trees, shrubs and
groundcovers that produce colorful berries and
bark, as well as flowers during spring and summer.
The Nonstop Color Garden is perfect for the more
experienced gardener, but even an engaged novice
will find much to learn about the best plants for
nonstop color, garden structure and garden design.
Nellie presents several strategies for creating a
thematically cohesive yet unstylized landscape that
includes plant selection and placement.

Continued on page 26
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Hot Off The Press cont’d
Continued from page 25

Renee Shepherd
and Fran Raboff,
The Renee’s
Garden Cookbook:
Delicious Recipes
for Everyday
Cooking, Shepherd
Publishing, paperback,
170 pages, $17.95.
Available now. The
Renee’s Garden
Cookbook combines
expert gardening advice
and delicious recipes
that showcase the colors and flavors of freshly
picked kitchen garden produce. Whether you are
a beginning or experienced gardener or shop at
a farmers market, Renee’s gardening advice will
help guide you to growing each vegetable and herb
to perfection. The 300 easy to make recipes offer
fresh ideas for enjoying the garden’s bounty and are
organized alphabetically by vegetable type, making
them easy to use for cooking ideas as you harvest
from the garden or shop at the market.
Fran Sorin, Digging
Deep: Unearthing
Your Creative Roots
Through Gardening,
10th Anniversary
Edition, Braided World
Publishing, 254 pages,
$14.95 soft cover/$4.95
eBook. Available now.
Overflowing with tips,
exercises and resources,
this instructive and
inspirational guide is

even more vital in today’s increasingly technology
obsessed and nature deprived culture than when
it was first published 10 years ago. The Seven
Stages of Creative Awakening will take you
through the steps of removing self-doubt and
replacing it with strategies that will help you trust
your instincts, let your imagination run wild, take
risks, envision and design the garden of your
dreams, reclaim your playfulness, and live the life
you’re meant to — one filled with joy, well-being
and creativity.

Jacqueline Soule,
Southwest Fruit
& Vegetable
Gardening: Plant,
Grow, and Harvest
the Best Edibles
— Arizona, Nevada
& New Mexico,
Cool Springs Press,
224 pages, paperback,
$22.99. Available now.
Southwest Fruit &
Vegetable Gardening
is written exclusively
for gardeners who want to grow edibles in Arizona,
New Mexico or Nevada. Jacqueline shares her
bountiful knowledge of edibles in general and the
Southwest region in particular, equipping you with
all the information you need to design your edible
garden, tend the soil, maintain your plants through
their life cycles, and, most importantly, harvest
the delicious foods they produce. You’ll discover
the best fruit and vegetable plants for your garden
in this beautiful step-by-step how-to guide…and
before you know it, you’ll have delicious fresh
fruits and vegetables on your table.

page 26

Claire Splan,
California
Month-by-Month
Gardening: What
to Do Each Month
to Have a Beautiful
Garden All Year,
Cool Springs Press,
240 pages, paperback,
$24.99. Available now.
In California Month-byMonth Gardening, Claire
dedicates a thoroughly
detailed chapter to
each month of the year, tells you what species you
should consider planting, precisely when you should
plant them, and how to care for them for maximum
health. With each month are recommendations
for annuals, bulbs, lawns (and lawn alternatives),
natives, perennials, roses, shrubs, trees, vines
and groundcovers. An introductory overview of
California’s microclimates and soil types, along with
a primer on general gardening techniques and a
color-coded USDA zone map, prepares you to make
your best effort as a gardener in California.

Helping Us
Grow
The following members
have been credited
with recruiting a new
member in 2014/15.
Each member who
successfully recruits a
new member receives
a $15 credit toward this
year’s dues, up to $95.
Congratulations, and
thank you to the follow-

ing members for their
help in making GWA
grow.

One New Member
Niki Jabbour
Kathy Jentz
Mark Turner
Two New Members
Debra Prinzing
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Dates & Events
FEBRUARY 25-27

March 14-22

Garden Bloggers Conference, Grand Hyatt
in Buckhead, Atlanta, Ga.
(http://garden-bloggers-conference.com)

57th Annual Indiana Flower & Patio Show,
Indiana State Fairgrounds, Indianapolis, Ind.
(Indiana Flower Show)

FEBRUARY 28-MARCH 8

MARCH 24-29

Philadelphia Flower Show, Pennsylvania Convention
Center, Philadelphia, Pa. “Celebrating the Magic
of the Movies,” a production of the Pennsylvania
Horticultural Society (theflowershow.com)

MARCH 4-15

Hidden Design Festival: 18 designer gardens open in
Sydney, Australia. (hiddendesignfestival.com)

MARCH 5-8

Nashville Lawn & Garden Show, Tennessee
State Fairgrounds, Nashville, Tenn.
(www.nashvillelawnandgardenshow.com/)

MARCH 13-22

Canada Blooms, Direct Energy Centre,
Exhibition Place, Toronto, ON, Canada
(www.canadablooms.com)

MARCH 14-22

Chicago Flower & Garden Show, Navy Pier,
Chicago, Ill. Theme: “Do Green. Do Good.”
(www.chicagoflower.com)

MARCH 18-22

San Francisco Flower & Garden Show, San Mateo
Event Center, San Mateo, Calif. Theme: “Going Wild”
(sfgardenshow.com/)

Melbourne International Flower and Garden Show
(MIFGS), Carlton Gardens & Royal Exhibition Bldg.,
Carlton, Victoria. This is the largest garden show
in the southern hemisphere with outdoor display
gardens, student gardens, gardening products and
celebrity talks. (melbflowershow.com.au)

APRIL 8-9

AmericanHort and PLANET Interior Plantscape
Symposium at Longwood Gardens, Kennett
Square, Pa.

American Beauty Rose. This iconic flower is the
inspiration for the 20th anniversary. (Newport Flower
Show)

JUNE 21-24

Garden Centers of American Summer
Tour, Milwaukee, Wis. (http://www.
gardencentersofamerica.org/event-1750789)

JULY 11-14

Cultivate’15: An AmericanHort Experience, Greater
Columbus Convention Center, Columbus, Ohio
(http://cultivate15.org)

JULY 9-11

APRIL 14-15

American Horticultural Society National Children
& Youth Garden Symposium, with local co-hosts
the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center and the
International Junior Master Gardener Program,
Austin, Texas. (www.ahs.org/gardening-programs/
youth-gardening/ncygs/2015-ncygs/overview)

MAY 7-9

July 29-31

RHS Great London Plant Fair, RHS Horticultural
Halls, London, England. (www.rhs.org.uk/showsevents/rhs-london-shows/rhs-great-london-plant-fair)

The Herb Society of America Educational Conference
& Annual Meeting, Colonial Williamsburg Lodge,
Williamsburg, Va. (Herb Society Conference)

JUNE 19-21

The Newport Flower Show’s 20th anniversary will be
celebrated with “American Beauty-Timeless Style”
at Rosecliff, R.I. Long before it became home to
the flower show, Rosecliff was the birthplace of the
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Direct Gardening Association Summer Conference,
Philadelphia, Pa. Hotel: Sofitel Philadelphia
(www.directgardeningassociation.com/2015-dgasummer-conference)

September 18-21

Garden Writers Association 67th Annual Symposium,
Pasadena Convention Center, Pasadena, Calif.
(www.gardenwriters.org)
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