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Garden Tours — 2016
Each year, many GWA members lead or host garden
tours all over the world. View the following list of
tours to see if you might be interested in any of these
adventures.

ASIA
India — Feb. 19-Mar. 2
Jewels of Northern India: Delhi — Red Fort Palace
(one of the most magnificent palaces in the world
and a UNESCO World Heritage site); Raj Ghat
(where the mortal remains of Mahatma Gandhi
were cremated on this spot in 1948); Digambar
Jain Temple (the oldest temple of the Jain religion
in the capital, originally built in 1656); Humayun’s
Tomb (an example of early Mughal Architecture in
the mid 16th century); Mughal Gardens (architect Sir
Edwin Lutyens made this garden for Lady Hardinge);
Agra (visit the Taj Mahal and Agra Fort); Bharatpur;
Jaipur; Jodphur; Udaiput (www.gardeningtours.
com/India2016.htm or contact Donna Dawson at
donna@ICanGarden.com)

EUROPE
Belgium — Sept. 25-Oct. 4
Belgium & Fleuramour
Flower Show Tour:
Arrive in Brussels and
visit the Fleuramour
Flower Show. Visit the
Botanic Garden Meise
and then an excursion
to Antwerp. Excursion
to Liege & Bruges. The last stop is Brussels. (www.
gardeningtours.com/Belgium2016.htm or contact
Donna Dawson at donna@ICanGarden.com)
London & Chelsea Flower Show — May 19-26
Travel with host and professional garden designer
Carolyn Mullet on this tour. Participants will visit
some of the world’s most famous garden destinations
and enjoy the good company of fellow garden lovers.
(www.carexdesign.com/tours/chelsea-flower-showenglish-gardens-spring/)

London & Wales — May 22–June 1
Chelsea Flower
Show/Gardens of the
Cotswolds & Wales:
Join the Friends of
Powell Gardens for
a visit to the aweinspiring gardens of
the Cotswolds and
Wales, including the world renowned Chelsea Flower
Show on members only day. In addition, many private
gardens are included while touring the Cotswolds
and Wales. Contact: kari@hiddentreasurestours.
com; 573.303.2872 or hiddentreasurestours.com.
London & Paris — May 23-June 1
Chelsea Flower Show, Monet and much more (www.
gardeningtours.com/Chelsea2016.htm or contact
Donna Dawson at donna@ICanGarden.com)
London & Hampton Flower Show — July 9-19
Join Charlie Nardozzi on a tour of some of the
most famous gardens and castles in England. We’ll
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start by visiting the Hampton Court Flower Show (the
largest outdoor show in the world), and also have
a private tour and tea at Highclere Manor (home of
the PBS TV show, “Downton Abbey”). We’ll also visit
other famous gardens in the London area such as
Savill Garden, Sissinghurst Castle and Kew Gardens.
We’ll then head up to the Birmingham area to tour the
Ryton Organic Garden Research Center and David
Austin’s Demonstration Rose Gardens. We’ll end
up in beautiful Northern Wales where we’ll enjoy the
pastoral countryside, visit more public gardens and
castles and have an exclusive tour of some private
garden club members’ gardens. (gardeningwithcharlie.
com or cnardozzi124@gmail.com)
Surrey — July 6-16
Gardens of the Cotswolds: Arrive by boat to the
Hampton Court Palace Flower Show, visit iconic
gardens, including Hidcote Manor and Snowshill
Manor, enjoy exclusive access to private gardens,
tour a regional brewery and William Morris’s home,
Kelmscott. Host: Marty Wingate (www.nwtravel.
com/cotswolds)
Paris & Normandy — July 20-27
Paris & Normandy Gardens in Summer: Travel with
host and professional garden designer Carolyn Mullet
on this tour. Participants will visit some of the world’s
most famous garden destinations and enjoy the good
company of fellow garden lovers. (www.carexdesign.
com/tours/paris-normandy-gardens-in-summer/)
Paris — Sept. 19-26
This international trip is put together by Collette
Vacations and Lowee’s, and features a direct flight to
Paris with six nights in one hotel. Visit the Palace of
Versailles, Monet’s gardens at Giverny, the medieval
gardens at Bois Richeux, and two of Paris’s public
gardens, Luxembourg and the Jardin des Plantes.
Spend a day in Champagne country & have options
to see either the Fontainebleau Royal Residence
or the stunning four-acre private garden of Plessis

Sasnières and the “world’s most famous vegetable
garden” at the Chateau de Villandry. Visit other great
Parisian attractions, including dinner in the Eiffel
Tower, an evening cruise on the Seine River, an
afternoon at the Louvre Museum, as well as visits
to the Arc de Triomphe, Notre Dame Cathedral and
the Champs-Elysees. Cost: $4,324/person double,
including airfare, hotel & nine meals. (For a detailed
flyer or to register, call Lowee’s at 717.657.9658 or
888.345.6933; email CKelly@Lowees.com)
Spain — May 12-20
Romantic Gardens of Spain: Travel with Nan Sterman
to see the gardens of Spain (www.plantsoup.com or on
Facebook at http://on.fb.me/1Jb68Zb)
Spain — June 7-16

Spectacular
Gardens and Gaudi
Tour: Arrive in
Granada, where one
of the most beautiful
gems of architecture
is Alhambra, a series
of palaces and
gardens started as far back as the 13th century by
the Nasrites. Then, it’s on to Cordoba, capital of the
Moorish kingdom of El-Andalus, and this was when
work began on the Great Mosque, or “Mezquita,” in
787. The next visit is to Sevilla, the City of Carmen,
Don Juan and Figaro. You will see the Alcazar and
Royal Residence in Sevilla. From Sevilla, you will
travel to Barcelona, the capital of Catalonia, where
the trip ends. (www.gardeningtours.com/Spain2016.
htm or contact Donna Dawson at donna@
ICanGarden.com)
The Netherlands — Apr. 16-23
Dutch Tulips & Amsterdam in Spring: Travel with host
and professional garden designer Carolyn Mullet on
this tour. Participants will visit some of the world’s
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most famous garden destinations and enjoy the good
company of fellow garden lovers. (www.carexdesign.
com/tours/keukenhof-amsterdam-and-dutch-tulipsin-spring/)
The Netherlands — Sept. 17-24
Piet Oudolf & Dutch Wave Gardens: Travel with host
and professional garden designer Carolyn Mullet on
this tour. Participants will visit some of the world’s
most famous garden destinations and enjoy the good
company of fellow garden lovers. (www.carexdesign.
com/tours/piet-oudolf-dutch-wave-gardens/)

South Africa
South Africa — Oct. 10-25
Arrive in Johannesburg.
White River with a visit to the
Lowveld Botanical Garden
then shopping. The next
stop is Kapama River Lodge,
private game reserve in
Greater Kruger National Park,
Then, you will fly to Durban
where you will visit the Victoria
Street Market. The last stop is Cape Town. (www.
gardeningtours.com/SouthAfrica2016.htm or contact
Donna Dawson at donna@ICanGarden.com)

Middle East
Turkey — Apr. 11-21
Tulips, Gardens & History Tour: Arrive in Istanbul
and visit the Underground Basilica Cistern, explore
the Hippodrome (square) and domed Basilica of St.
Sophia; Domabahce Palace. Then, fly to Pamukkale,
Izmir and Urla. Other cities include Ephesus, and
Cappadocia. (www.gardeningtours.com/Turkey2016.
htm or contact Donna Dawson at donna@
ICanGarden.com)

Caribbean
Costa Rica — Feb. 21–Mar. 1
Horticulture & Nature — A tour for Master Gardeners
or anyone interested in nature. Join Susan Mahr,
Wisconsin Master Gardener Program Coordinator,
on a special trip as you leave the typical tourist
route to visit some of the most exclusive areas of
this stunningly beautiful country to discover the vast
array of endemic plants in the rainforest, learn about
tropical horticulture and crops, see abundant wildlife
in their natural habitat, and much more. Contact Kari
(kari@hiddentreasurestours.com; 573.303.2872
or http://hiddentreasurestours.com/costa-ricanadventure-february-2016/)

United States
Florida — Feb. 2-9
Mickey’s Plants & Gardens of Central Florida:
Highlights include a “behind-the-seeds” tour of Epcot
Center’s Land Pavilion along with Epcot and other
Disney parks. Visit Orlando’s Harry P. Leu Gardens,
Sarasota’s Marie Selby Botanical Gardens, the
50-acre Bok Towers Gardens, the 18-acre “jungle
garden” of McKee Botanical Gardens; Fort Pierce’s
Heathcote Botanical Gardens; and Lakeland’s formal
lakeside Hollis Gardens. Also includes a nature
cruise on the Banana River Lagoon, an afternoon
at the Merritt Island National Refuge, manatees
swimming at Tampa Electric’s Manatee Viewing
Station, and the world-class strawberry sundaes
and shakes at Parkesdale Farm Market. (Led by
George Weigel; operated by Lowee’s Group
Tours, Harrisburg; and sponsored by Stauffers of
Kissel Hill Garden Centers.) Cost: $1,995/person
double, including airfare, lodging, transportation,
luggage-handling, admissions & 13 meals. (For
flyers or to register, call Lowee’s at 717.657.9658 or
888.345.6933; email CKelly@Lowees.com)
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Pennsylvania — Mar. 7, 8, 9, 10, or 11
Philadelphia Flower Show Day Trips: This is the
world’s biggest and oldest indoor flower show.
The 2016 show theme celebrates America’s 100th
anniversary of the National Park Service. See
40 major garden exhibits plus a huge gardening
marketplace, talks, a judged amateur plant-growing
competition and free wine tasting. Arrive around
noon and stay until 7:00 p.m. Cost: $85 which
includes your show ticket. (To register, call Lowee’s
at 717.657.9658 or 888.345.6933; email CKelly@
Lowees.com)
Virginia — Apr. 23
People love Alexandria’s version of Virginia Garden
Week so much that we’re going back for a fourth
time. This time, we’ll do the Alexandria homes and
gardens in the morning and early afternoon, then
head to George Washington’s Mt. Vernon for the
balance of the afternoon. Cost: $149, including
dinner. (To register, call Lowee’s at 717.657.9658 or
888.345.6933; email CKelly@Lowees.com)
Michigan — May 7-15
No need to fly to Europe to see amazing spring
bulb displays. The “other” Holland — the one in
western Michigan — celebrates its Dutch heritage
with an annual Tulip Festival. Spend two days there
enjoying the festivities, bulb gardens and a tour
of one of the nation’s biggest perennial growers.
Then, head to Mackinaw City where you will spend
a full day enjoying Mackinac Island with its quaint
shops, beautiful gardens, laid-back atmosphere,
and no cars! Visit the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in
Cleveland and the new Pittsburgh Botanic Garden.
Cost: $1,749/person double, including 8 nights
lodging & 15 meals. (To register, call Lowee’s
at 717.657.9658 or 888.345.6933; email
CKelly@Lowees.com)
Continued on page 4
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Pennsylvania — July 1
Visit Kristin and Tegan Livelsberger’s stunning
hydrangea gardens above Linglestown; Ann
Markley’s Morris Medley homestead with its butterfly
garden & labyrinth; Jacy and David Wilson’s shaded
suburban yard with its four-season design & cuttingedge plants; the backyard, getaway, Colonialstyle gardens & water features in Dave Houseal
and Bonnie Housel’s Palmyra yard; Pat and Dan
Hottenstein’s peaceful retreat with a sunken garden,
perennial borders and a model railway in Mt. Gretna.
Lunch and wine tasting at The Vineyard at Hershey.
Cost: $99, including lunch. (To register, call Lowee’s
at 717.657.9658 or 888.345.6933; email CKelly@
Lowees.com)
Massachusetts — July 8-17
Enjoy private gardens that will be open to the
public throughout Cape Cod and organized under
the umbrella of the Cape’s signature plant, the
hydrangea. Gardens will be open for a $5.00
per garden fee that goes to local non-profits.
Lectures and other garden events to be held at
public gardens, museums and businesses. (www.
CapeCodHydrangeaFest.com or contact C.L.
Fornari at clfornari@yahoo.com)
New York — July 29-31
Garden Walk Buffalo: America’s biggest garden
tour with some 400 gardens opens for two days of
gawking. On the way up, visit the gardens on the
campus of Cornell University, plus a wine tasting at
the Finger Lakes’ Eremita Cellars, a winery built in a
restored late 1800s church. See the Buffalo Japanese
Garden, the Delaware Park Rose Garden, the annual
flower trials at the Lake Erie Marina, and take an
evening cruise on Lake Erie. Cost: $499/person
double, including two nights lodging, the lake cruise &
four meals. (To register, call Lowee’s at 717.657.9658
or 888.345.6933; email CKelly@Lowees.com)

Pennsylvania — Aug. 19
Centre County’s Bellefonte/State College area: Visit
Norm and Pam Knaub’s two-acre flower paradise
(plus Norm’s huge vegetable garden); Jane and
Lou Moore’s perennial gardens, waterfalls and 1810
antiques-adorned barn that was dismantled, moved
& rebuilt by Amish carpenters; Beverly Harader’s
two-acre pollinator habitat, hillside meadow, cottage
gardens and 1890 house along Little Marsh Creek,
and the three-acre, MasterGardener planted
Snetsinger Butterfly Garden in State College’s Tudek
Park. On the way home, you will stop at the quaint
Tait Farm. Cost: $99, includes lunch at Duffy’s in
Boalsburg. (To register, call Lowee’s at 717.657.9658
or 888.345.6933; email CKelly@Lowees.com)
Pennsylvania — Oct. 28
Pennsylvania: Tour the Brandywine private garden
of David Culp and Michael Alderfer. Have lunch
in Glen Mills, followed by a shop-stop at the Urban
Outfitters-owned Terrain at Styer’s Garden Center.
Spend the afternoon exploring Chanticleer:
A Pleasure Garden. Cost: $119, including lunch.
(To register, call Lowee’s at 717.657.9658 or
888.345.6933; email CKelly@Lowees.com)
Washington, D.C./Maryland — Dec. 2
A Capital Christmas of Flowers, Ice, Trains & Lights:
Visit the 80-year-old Behnke Nursery, one of the
D.C. area’s best garden centers. Then, head to the
National Harbor to see the Gaylord National Resort &
Convention’s amazing ICE display of ice sculptures &
holiday lights. From here, you will head to the Capitol
grounds for an afternoon visit to the U.S. Botanic
Garden, that will be decorated with trains, holiday
plants and miniature D.C. landmarks made out of
plant parts. After dinner, you will cap off the trip with
a visit to Brookside Gardens in Wheaton, Md., to see
the stunning Garden of Lights outdoor holiday light
show. Cost: $135, including dinner. (To register, call
Lowee’s at 717.657.9658 or 888.345.6933; email
CKelly@Lowees.com)

page 4

2015-16 GWA
Board of Directors
Officers
President	

Secretary

Vice President

Past President

Maria Zampini
UpShoot LLC

Kirk R. Brown
John Bartram Lives

Larry Hodgson
HortiCom, Inc.

Becky Heath
Brent & Becky’s Bulbs
Treasurer	

Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp
Write for You!

Directors
Region I

Ellen Zachos (2016 N)
Acme Plant Stuff
Kerry Mendez (2017 R)
Perennially Yours
Thomas J. Mickey (2016 R) 		
Freelance
Region II

Region V

Bill Adams (2016 N)
Freelance
Kevin Gragg (2016 R)
Oklahoma State University
Bill Johnson (2017 R)
Bill Johnson Nature
Stock Photography, Inc.

Denise Schreiber (2017 N)
Region VI
Allegheny County Parks Dept.
Nan Sterman (2017 N)
Louise Clarke (2017 R)
Plant Soup, Inc.
Morris Arboretum
Pat Munts (2016 R)
Kate J. Copsey (2016 R)
Spokesman Review
Freelance
Lydia Plunk (2017 R)
Freelance
Region III
Linda Nitchman (2016 N)
Freelance
Region VII
Sue Markgraf (2016 R)
Ken Brown (2018 N)
GreenMark Public Relations
www.gardening-enjoyed.com
Susan Martin (2017 R)
Steven Biggs (2016 R)
Gardener Sue’s News
Freelance
Region IV
Tony Spencer (2017 R)
Brienne Gluvna Arthur (2018 N)
Freelance
Brie Arthur Consulting
Cheval Opp (2017 R)
Cheval’s Garden Tours
Ira Wallace (2016 R)
N = National Director
Southern Exposure
R = Regional Director
Seed Exchange
Continued on page 6
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President’s Message
“I am as light as a
feather, I am as happy
as an angel, I am as
merry as a schoolboy....
A merry Christmas to
everybody! A happy
New Year to all the
world! Hallo here!
Whoop! Hallo!” Charles
Dickens, A Christmas
Carol
In A Christmas
Carol, Scrooge comes around. Optimism, hope
and joy triumph. The year turns. Like Scrooge,
I am excited to feel alive and enthusiastic about
exchanging my old cynicism with a brightening
expectancy. I am enjoying the work that
accompanies my new office. I extend best wishes
to all of you throughout this end-of-year celebration
of holidays and quick slide into the new beginnings
of 2016.
As an organization, Garden Writers Association
has been busy with new beginnings and fond
farewells. Throughout this edition you will read
thoughts about our past, news of current events
and announcements of future opportunities.
We’ve previously recognized the appointment
of a new Executive Director, Maria Ungaro, from
a new management team at Kellen. Read her
opening introduction on page 6. We say goodbye to
Bob LaGasse who has directed this organization
throughout the past 24 years. We wish him and all
of the staff at ECI the best of whatever the future
holds.
We pack up the surveys and questionnaires
from Pasadena while we open the submissions for
programming in Atlanta and line up the gardens to

be toured. We thank the many volunteers who have
responded to our call within this past year for all of
the places and throughout all of the meetings where
help was needed.
In 2016, we open the doors of committees
and regional meetings and symposia and gardens
for all of you to experience the fun that can
be had and friendships that can be developed
through attendance and volunteerism in this
incredible organization! Contact any one of the
names that you’ll see highlighted throughout this
edition!
With Kellen’s leadership, we have created a
Strategic Initiative Planning Committee. Through
the facilitation of Ralph Vasami, this group has
targeted action themes for the coming year. These
themes will develop levels of responsibility and
accountability on several fronts of individual action
items.
The committee and at-large membership is
representative of our wide range of professional
interests and affiliation, and years of association
and gardening experience. Executive Committee
members include Becky Heath, Jo Ellen
Meyers Sharp, Maria Zampini and myself.
The Regions are represented by National
Directors Denise Schreiber, Nan Sterman,
Ken Brown and Brienne Gluvna Arthur.
From industry, associations and trade we have
Bill Thomas (Chanticleer Foundation),
Diane Blazek (All America Selections),
Ryan McEnaney (Bailey Nursery), Katie
Elzer-Peters (Great Garden Speakers), Laura
Kunkle (America in Bloom/AmericanHort) and
Carmen DeVito (We Dig Plants).
This group came together for a face-toface meeting in New York after individual phone
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interviews identified key points of agreement or
disagreement on the future of our organization. The
meeting was the culmination of a month of study
and discussion on what we define as our 2016
Goals and Objectives. Watch for a full report in the
next edition of this newsletter.
At-large members were added to the
committee list for additional phone interviews
that expanded the sampling. They include Board
members Ellen Zachos (National Director,
Region I), Steven Biggs (Regional Director,
Region VII) and Bill Johnson (Regional
Director, Region V). Active committees were
well represented by their chairpersons: Randy
Schultz (Membership), Lois de Vries
(Sustainability), Ann McCormick (Blog), C.L.
Fornari (Web), and Daniel Gasteiger (Social
Media).
As the year turns, I count my many blessings.
It’s a great time to experience all of the values of
membership within this organization that serve as
a gateway to the entirety of the Green Industry.
Join us this year as we celebrate the diversity of
professionalism we represent. Visit with us at trade
shows: MANTS and Cultivate’16. Register for the
many upcoming Regional events. Make 2016 the
year you attend the GWA Annual Symposium in
Atlanta! We are growing and we invite you to grow
your career with us!
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Incoming Executive Director’s Message
GWA Members:
I’ve now had a few
weeks to get to know
many of you, but for
those I have not yet
connected with, I
would like to introduce
myself. I’m GWA’s new
Executive Director, and
I’m looking forward to

getting to know each of you.
If you haven’t heard, as of Jan. 1, 2016, GWA
has a new headquarters office in New York with
Kellen, an association management company. The
new team and I are excited to work with GWA.
Personally, I’ve been at Kellen for almost 20 years

with many clients, but most recently as the Executive
Director for The Content Council, New York Women
in Communications (NYWICI) and the NYWICI
Foundation – the largest foundation for women’s
communications scholarships in the United States.
As you may know, a task force made up of
GWA’s leadership met last month to review the
critical issues facing the association and to determine
strategic goals for the year ahead. A priority of the
meeting was a repositioning of the organization to
reflect the changing landscape of the industry. This
shift will help us to appeal to a broader audience
and a wider range of practitioners, and it protects
the brand, allowing us to grow and evolve in years
to come. The benefits that you have enjoyed as a
member of GWA will continue, but we’ll be using
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the repositioning as an opportunity to develop fresh
programming as well.
Thank you for your ongoing support of GWA. The
strength and relevance of our association is dependent
on all of you and I appreciate your commitment to this
organization. I hope you will continue to support GWA
as we enter this new chapter while continuing to create
benefits and add value for our members.
If you have a suggestion for a program or
benefit to enhance your membership, please let me
know. I would love to hear from you. My email is
mungaro@kellencompany.com and my direct line is
212.297.2124.
I can’t wait to meet many of you in Atlanta in the
fall and work with you towards the organization’s
strategic objectives.
—Maria Ungaro
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Executive Director’s Report
Just what do you say in
your last report to the
membership after 24 years
of service?
The average life of an
association executive is
five to seven years in most
organizations. It typically
takes that long for the
Board who hired him (or
her) to take on enough new
people who don’t remember what the association
was like before the present administration and
expectations change. Or, it takes that long for the
executive director to find a new, better job. Certainly
before the 10th anniversary the executive has
accumulated enough opposition among special
interests in the membership to slow his effectiveness.
So, 24 years is well beyond any executive’s
reasonable expectations of survivability, and the only
thing left to say at this point is…thank you.
• Thank you to all the members who have shared,
sacrificed and supported the association over the
past two decades.
• Thank you to all the Board of Directors members
who put personal agendas and egos aside for the
good of the association and its members.
• Thank you also to the company representatives
who donated their time and participation costs.
• Thank you to all the multitudes of volunteers who
have so generously given over the years without
taking.
It has been a true pleasure to know and work
with all of you. And, a special THANK YOU goes

to my staff who so many times have gone beyond
their assigned tasks to make programs work so
seamlessly and with limited resources.
This month marks the end of an era. The GWA
office will do its traditional year-end shutdown on
Dec. 23. The Texas office of GWA and GWAF will
close at that time. The new New York office will open
with the New Year at:

Look for further information on the GWA website.
Your staff for the last 24 years wishes you an
outstanding holiday season, good fortune for the
future, and goodbye to all. It has been our privilege to
serve you for almost a quarter century.

Kellen Company
355 Lexington Ave., 15th Floor
New York, N.Y. 10017
(T) 212.297.2198
(F) 212.297.2149

Robert C. LaGasse
Executive Director

Helping Us Grow
The following members have been credited with recruiting a new member in 2015. Each member who
successfully recruits a new member receives a $15 credit toward their annual dues, up to $95. Congratulations,
and thank you to the following members for their help in making GWA grow.
One New Member
Linda Askey
Lorraine Ballato
Jennifer Bartley
Kylee Baumle
Pam Beck
Diane Blazek
Kathy Moody Brooks
Nancy Buley
Ruth Rogers Clausen

Gloria Day
David Ellis
Lorraine Flanigan
Charlotte Germane
Pat Hayward
Brent Heath
Dave Hobson
Saxon Holt
Ed Hume
Dawn Hummel
Niki Jabbour
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Bill Johnson
Jim Long
Ed Lyon
Melinda Myers
Victoria Nowicki
Marty Ross
Yvonne Savio
Randy Schultz
George Shakespear
Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp
Roberta Simpson-Dolbeare

Lisa Steinkopf
Nancy Szerlag
Mark Turner
Lance Walheim
Christy Wilhelmi
Helen Yoest

Two New Members
Kathy Jentz
Debra Prinzing
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maintain and harvest the garden. A wet spring rotted
much of the seeds they planted this past season, so
the group replanted the garden and even after that,
summer rain ruined about half of those seeds. For

Rockdale County
Grows Produce
for Plant a Row
Toiling away in the Georgia heat on a half-acre of
land donated by Dixie Graphics in Conyers, Ga.,
Master Gardener Extension volunteers grew more
than 1,000 pounds of vegetables for the poor this
past summer, and are now nurturing a fall garden.
The group donates the produce to the Rockdale
Emergency Relief (RER) Food Bank, a nonprofit
that distributes food, among other assistance, to
low-income residents attempting to right themselves
from financial setbacks. RER Food Bank Program
Manager Susan Clark said the produce is much
appreciated. “It’s a wonderful benefit for us to have
fresh vegetables,” she said. “And it also helps the
public know that it’s okay, we take fresh vegetables.”
Master Gardener Extension Volunteer Ronnie
Peden said that a core group of about 15 volunteers
rotated out during three days a week to plant,

Master Gardener Extension Volunteer Hoyt
Baker tills the Plant a Row garden that provides
produce for the low-income clients aided
through Rockdale Emergency Relief’s Food
Bank.

the fall garden, the volunteers strategically planted
seeds in hills, about five to six inches off the ground.
Though the garden is now swamped with water due
to recent heavy rains, the seeds remain protected.
The PAR garden, grown by both the Master
Gardeners and Georgia Power retiree volunteers,
first began yielding food in 2012 when it provided
more than 3,200 pounds of produce to RER. Two
years later, thanks to the investment of 538 volunteer
hours, the garden provided more than 2,300 pounds
of food.

GRO1000 Grassroots Grants
As part of its GRO1000 commitment to support the
creation of more than 1,000 community gardens
and green spaces by 2018, The Scotts Miracle-Gro
Company awards Grassroots Grants of up to $1,500
to more than 130 non-profit organizations each year.
Grant applications can be submitted after Jan. 1.

For more information and to apply, visit:
www.GRO1000.com

Thank You to Volunteers
A special “thank you” to the volunteers and to the garden writers who have worked
so hard to help the needy in communities around the country. You have made a
difference!
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Connect Meetings
Region 2
Wednesday & Thursday
Jan. 6 & 7, 2016
Connect Meetings at MANTS
Baltimore Convention Center
Baltimore, MD

GWA again will be a major presence at the Mid-Atlantic
Nursery Trade Show in Baltimore, Md., Jan. 6-8.
GWA will exhibit in booth #265, Hall E, on the trade
show floor. If you have the ability and interest to work a
shift in the booth, please contact Diane Blazek (CoChairperson of the Association Outreach Task Force)
at blazekdiane@gmail.com.
On Wednesday and Thursday nights,
Jan. 6-7, GWA will host Connect Meetings
in the lobby of the Lord Baltimore Hotel (www.
lordbaltimorehotel.com/). This hotel is on the
recommended list of show providers. Conference
rates can be obtained by booking through
the conference service at: aws.passkey.com/
event/13105626/owner/290/home.
Connect Meetings will start at approximately
6:00 p.m. and go until the crowd leaves. Last year,
we had dozens of members use this gathering to set
up informal dinner parties that either stayed for the
hotel’s wonderful full-service amenities or departed
the lobby for reservations after the meet-up. Feel free
to make this hotel your office central throughout the
convention!
GWA members receive free registration when
you book your attendance through the online Press

GWA Symposium
Recordings Available

Pass reservation service (www.xpressreg.net/media/
start.php?sc=MANT0116).
In addition to providing a full-service and digitally
connected media center, MANTS will again host a
networking breakfast for all registered GWA members and credentialed press Jan. 7 from 8:30 a.m.
to 10:00 a.m. Enjoy a light breakfast and network
with industry media, MANTS executives (including
Executive Vice President Vanessa Finney), and
special guests. During the event, the MANTS staff
will host a short program introducing you to special
guests and new vendors and products that are
debuting this year.
REGISTRATION REQUIRED: To secure your
spot, visit: mants2016mediareception.eventbrite.com!

Region 7
Wednesday
Jan. 13, 2016

Connect Meeting
Landscape Ontario Congress

Toronto Congress Centre • Toronto, Canada
Come to Canada’s Green Industry Show and Conference for a Region VII Connect Meeting that begins at
10:00 a.m. After the meeting, visit the trade show and
take in the educational sessions. Find out more about
the show here: https://locongress.com/.
RSVP to Steven Biggs (steven@stevenbiggs.ca)
by Monday, Jan. 4, 2016.
page 9

GWA’s 2015 Annual Symposium speaker
presentations, handouts and audio recordings are now available. All program slide
presentations and handouts are accessible
to everyone for free downloading.
2015 Symposium Registrants:
Audio files of presentations are free to full meeting
registrants.
2015 Symposium Non-Participants:
Non-registrants to the 2015 symposium may purchase audio recordings of each presentation for just
$5.00/recording.
http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/
sessions_15.html
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Tech Today. . .

Is Garden Blogging Dead?
By Doug Green

Like a great many things, there’s a time and a season
for garden blogging. And, a recent post on Facebook,
where several garden writers expressed their
growing lack of enthusiasm for blogging, convinced
me to summarize my thoughts on this subject. Let’s
be honest, garden blogging isn’t the route to riches
and fame. I could list the downside — tons of writing,
little income via ads, fewer and fewer comments and
feedback. And those are just the major ones. But, the
upsides can be significant if you understand what a
blog really is and what it does for you as a writer.

What a Blog Is Not

A blog is not a direct advertising, money-making
machine. If you toss a few sidebar ads onto your site
(the worst place you can put them as I’ve written in
the past), then you’ll be lucky to meet your hosting
costs every month.
And, given the rise of the use of ad-blockers,
advertising for small publishers is going down further.
As of October when this was written, 34% of users
had blockers installed. If you’re on Wordpress,
use the official Google AdSense plugin, set the ad
locations (top, middle, bottom) and let it do its thing. It
creates the all-important mobile ads automatically
and will optimize your ad income.

So What Use Is a Garden Blog?
It’s an email capture tool. That’s what it’s wonderful
for. It’s good to allow writers to gather an email list. My
list is the most valuable part of what I do, and I work
to keep it active and useful. With a good list, I can sell
eBooks and direct traffic to high-value pages. In short,

this is where the money is made if you work online.
Your blog is a public relations tool where other
paying customers find you. I wound up with a Craftsy
gig because of my websites/blog. And, there are a lot
of stories out there about this kind of search-for-theexpert by paying customers.
It’s a showcase for your work. No matter whether
you’re a writer, photographer, landscape designer
or a ne’er-do-well, you put your best work here for
others to find.
It’s a tool to form a relationship with your
readers. And, with an email address, you can sell
them things like eBooks, or point them to higher
paying web pages and videos, or whatever it is you
do that really makes money.
The following are some of the best practices
garden bloggers should consider.

Start a Mailing List

serious about promoting your website and work, do
this first thing.

Get Your Own URL

It doesn’t matter if you’re using Blogger or
Wordpress.com or whatever is the flavor-of-themonth, pay for your own URL and run the site as
yours. That alone is going to give you better search
results and increased name recognition. I read over
50 blogs and I see way too many big name garden
writers still using freebies. The word around some
SEO circles is that Google is reducing the rankings
of free blogs. If you’re considering moving to selfhosting, I recommend you use GreenGeeks.com,
as they do all the transferring for you as part of your
signup.

Go Mobile

With all the garden blogs that I read, I’m surprised
how many of you haven’t installed a mobile theme.
More than 50% of your traffic is now mobile, so this
is critical. Google has decreased your rankings if you
aren’t mobile friendly.

Go to MailChimp.com and sign up for an account.
The first 2,000 subscribers are free. Set up the
account so every time you add a post, all readers
get an email. Why not just use something like
Feedburner? Because it’s not as flexible or reliable.
I often email my list when
there’s nothing new — to
give them some tip or
sales information. I use it
Let us help you pollinate
to send things I don’t want
the marketplace.
to post on the web.
Remember, the best
Website design, book / self-publishing
& graphic design from
time to start a mailing
one gardener to another.
list was yesterday. The
malishpagonis.com.
second best time is
today. If you’re at all

Continued on page 11

ATTRACT MORE CLIENTS
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Continued from page 10

Write About What Gardeners
Are Searching For

In my mind, effective blogging isn’t about “build it
and they will read it.” It’s about reverse engineering
that concept. Find out what readers are searching
for, what words and phrases they’re using, and write
about those things. Use http://ubersuggest.org/ as
your search tool for word combinations that help you
generate traffic.

Study Headlines

I’m still working on this myself. Headlines are 90%
of the battle in publishing and a good headline will
get you more traffic. Start with Copyblogger.com
and search for free headline hacks. Or, do a Google
search and you’ll come up with hundreds of articles
and cheat sheets for headlines. This is an art form as
well as the entry way to your garden blog.

What’s Your Hook?

Spend some time to decide what makes you unique.
What makes you special among all the garden writers
out there pounding a keyboard? What do you do or

know that makes you worth reading? What would
you like readers to think about you? Are you the
expert in dryland gardening? Are you crazy about
XX or YY and know every gene arrangement in that
plant? Focus your blog around your uniqueness.
Don’t focus on what others are doing — find your
own niche.

Is Garden Blogging
Dead or Dying?

As an extension of GWA’s Association Outreach
Task Force, FNGLA (Florida Nursery, Growers &
Landscape Association) is inviting 25 garden writers
to participate in an exclusive and complimentary fullday tour of botanic and private gardens on Tuesday,
Jan. 19. The tour includes a visit to Vizcaya,

No, it’s not dead. It is, however, changing. If you’ve
been blogging for the heck of it and are getting
tired, then slow down or stop. But if you want to
make money, expand your author platform and be
discovered as a resource for other projects, then
it is time to get serious about the changing face
of online publishing. Set your objectives, set your
goals, visit Problogger.com and Copyblogger.com
for current best practices and relaunch your online
career.
Doug Green is a GWA Award of Merit winner for
writing, is currently consolidating websites, writing
eBooks, and focusing on new media as he semiretires to his garden.

Letter to the Editor
I was dismayed to receive a press release through
the GWA on behalf of a garden company stating
that the growing of marijuana for personal use is a
gateway to increasing the incidence of gardening,
“even better than Michelle Obama’s growing a
vegetable garden on the lawn of the White House”
(to quote Will Rapp, founder of the Gardeners Supply
Company in the release). I think the idea of growing
marijuana to promote growing vegetables or flowers
is absurd since the health problems related to
smoking marijuana are worse than smoking tobacco,
including brain damage, lung damage and intestinal
cancer when ingested.
I also found fault with a recent advertisement

GWA Connects at TPIE

to the GWA membership
for a new type of zoysia
grass, showing a lush green
lawn. The advertisement is
deceptive since it contained
no zone map showing its
range of hardiness, which is
zones 10 and 11. In all other
zones, zoysia goes dormant
at the first sign of frost, turning
an ugly brown color for more than six months in
most parts of the USA. I am attaching a photo
showing what a zoysia lawn will look like in winter
wherever there is frost.
—Derek Fell
page 11

The Kampong

The Kampong, and private gardens featuring
nightscapes! The next day, the group will be treated
to VIP seating and a press-only tour of TPIE (Tropical
Plant Industry Exhibition).
Wednesday is the opening day for TPIE,
known as the nation’s only tropical plant event
showcasing trends in foliage, floral and tropical in
warm and inviting South Florida, specifically Ft.
Lauderdale. This is a Region IV Connect Meeting —
and we’d love to see many from the Garden Writers
Association attend!
FNGLA is close to reaching its 25 participants,
so be sure to extend a note of interest if you’d like to
participate. We’re excited to partner with the Florida
association and are looking forward to connecting
with even more groups as this committee’s efforts are
embraced!
Contact:
		

Jennifer Nelis, FNGLA
jnelis@fngla.org
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Sustainability

How to Make Your Writing Career Last a Lifetime
An editor’s guide to growing sustainable relationships that earn repeat assignments
By David J. Ellis

Thomas Edison defined genius as being one percent
inspiration and 99 percent perspiration. The same
could be said for writing, which, like any art form,
requires creativity, practice and attention to detail.
Successful writers polish and refine their métier over
time, learning from their mistakes and establishing
good work habits.
As an editor with The American Gardener
magazine for more than 20 years, I’ve seen writers
at many different stages of their craft, from beginners
seeking their first article in a national publication to
seasoned veterans who have hundreds of articles
and books under their belts. So, from that vantage
point, here are a few guidelines on how to develop a
sustainable writing career, no matter where you fall
along that spectrum. Even established writers need a
reminder now and then, so my hope is these tips will
help keep your writing fresh and interesting — and
make your editor’s life much easier.

The Outline

The single biggest issue I encounter in reviewing
writing proposals is that the topic is too broad to
be adequately covered in the available space. In
many cases, the solution to this is something we all
learned in our first writing class: create an outline
of how you intend to cover the topic. If the outline
becomes too complex, with too many subheads or
potential sidebars, that’s a sign that the topic needs
to be refined. I ask all prospective writers to create

an outline of how they intend to approach their
topic, and then offer feedback on that outline before
approving the proposal, but not every editor works
this way.
Even after creating an outline, once you start
writing, you may realize that you’re veering off topic.
If this happens, if you reassess your focus, you see
whether you can simplify or streamline it. This is also
a good time to reach out to your editor and let her or
him know; often they can help you make decisions
about which direction to go.

Know Your Audience

Another key to successful writing is to make sure that
your approach to any topic is relevant to your entire
audience. As garden communicators, many of us
primarily write, blog and even tweet for a gardening
audience. That said, the makeup of that audience
may change from one publication to another, so it’s
important to keep your audience in mind both when
developing proposals and while writing. Depending
on your audience, you may need to adjust your
writing for different levels of gardening know-how.
There’s also a huge difference in approach between
writing for a local/regional audience and writing for
a national audience, so think about the type content
and level of information appropriate in each case.

Drop the Footnotes

Unless you’re writing for a scholarly publication,
keep in mind that your article should be written in
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an informal or journalistic style. It should read as if
it were a conversation with a colleague rather than
lecturing to a class. Instead of referencing articles
or books and then citing them with footnotes at the
end of the article, weave in direct quotes from people
you’ve interviewed or short quotes from published
works.
I can’t emphasize enough how important it is
to incorporate relevant quotes from experts in your
writing. Quotes not only make articles more lively and
engaging, they help with the flow of a piece and can
often be used to segue from one section of an article
to another. Quotes that cite pertinent research or offer
statistical insights are also useful, especially if you
are writing about trends or discussing environmental
influences on gardening practices.
If your personal experience of a topic is limited,
then find colleagues or gardening experts who
can provide pertinent advice to supplement your
own knowledge. Even if you have vast personal
experience on a particular subject, quoting other
experts reinforces the point you’re making and gives
your piece additional gravitas. Editors love it when
authors go out of their way to include expert advice,
and thanks to social media, it’s now easier than ever
to get feedback, even from far-flung correspondents.

Stick to the Word Count

Alright, I admit this is one of my personal peccadilloes, but it amazes me how many otherwise
wonderful writers will submit a first draft that is 500 or

Continued on page 13
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even 1,000 words over the requested word count. I
know that writers think they’re making life easier for
the editor by providing extra text, but in reality it often
indicates that the writers have not gone to the trouble
of editing their own work. Less often articles come in
under word count, but that obviously raises problems
of its own, namely, it doesn’t fill the allotted space.
Save yourself and your editor a headache by sticking
as closely as you can to the requested word count.

Resources and Sources

It’s a great help for editing and fact-checking if you
submit your article accompanied by a bibliography of
reference books, websites or other published articles
you used during your research. In many cases,
the bibliography you provide can be included in a
resource box that accompanies the article. Also, be
sure to include contact information for any gardeners

or experts who were interviewed for, or quoted in,
the article so that the editorial staff can follow up with
them as needed.

In Conclusion

In a similar vein, you can help extend your favorite
editor’s lifespan by bringing your article to a
satisfactory conclusion. Those who have taken
an entry-level journalism class or written for a
newspaper, will recall the maxim that writers should
use their best paragraph as the lead and their second
best as the conclusion.
There are a number of approaches to a
conclusion. It can sum up what you’ve covered in
the article; it can offer a tantalizing glimpse into how
new research can affect the topic addressed; it can
refer back to the premise broached in the lead of
the article; or it can be a thought-provoking quote
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from one of the experts interviewed for the article.
However you do it, avoid leaving your readers
hanging or forcing your editor to write one for you!
Well, now that I’ve written myself into a corner,
I have to come up with a compelling conclusion of
my own. I’m going to go with the “refer back to the
lead” angle and reiterate that to become a good
writer, and to sustain your writing career over time,
there’s no way to avoid that 99 percent perspiration
aspect of writing. Begin with a solid outline, identify
your audience, allot enough time for interviewing
experts, knock out a first draft well in advance of
your deadline and then take time to do some final
polishing before turning in your assignment.
David J. Ellis is editor of The American Gardener
magazine, published by the American Horticultural
Society, and a member of the GWA Sustainability
Committee.
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Photographer’s Corner
A Photography Library
By Mark Turner

Last September, Joe De Sciose and I escaped
the heat of the Getty garden on the GWA postsymposium tour to spend a little time with “Animalia,”
the only photography exhibit on display in the
museum that day. Most of the works were unfamiliar
to us, but that didn’t really matter all that much. What
was important to us was to spend some time looking
at, and thinking about, and discussing the work of
other photographers.
As garden photographers it’s easy to get into
a rut: garden landscape, mid-range, plant portrait,
detail. Repeat.
I certainly look at the work of other garden
photographers in books and magazines to see how
they’ve approached our favorite subject. How did
they deal with the light? The range of tones? What
was their point of view? Sense of motion? Hidden
details revealed? Approach to composition?
But, garden photography is just one small niche
in this remarkable visual medium I’ve chosen as a
profession. I spend a little time most days looking at
the work of other photographers, and other artists as
well. These days, a lot of my peeping is done online.
I subscribe to photography eNewsletters, participate
in online forums and see way too many images on
Facebook. There’s much to learn from many of the
current practitioners of our art. However, there is also
value in learning from the history of photography and
of art in general.
To my mind, good old dead tree books that I
can curl up with on my sofa on a cold winter’s night
are a valuable source of insight and perspective.
The corner bookcase in my living room has several

shelves devoted to photography and art books. I’ve
accumulated them slowly over the decades I’ve been
at this business, sometimes spending what seemed
at the time outrageous sums on their purchase.
My library
includes both picture
books and works
that engage my mind
with the written word.
There’s no set trigger
that leads me to pull
a volume off the shelf
and visit it again.
Currently a handful
of books by and about Edward Weston are on my
coffee table, along with
one from Wynn Bullock.
Last winter, I spent
many pleasurable
hours re-reading
much of Nathan
Lyons’ Photographers
on Photography to
reacquaint myself
with the thought
process of some of my
predecessors. That book
was required reading
in one of my college
photography classes at
RIT in the early 1970s. I think it’s still relevant today.
I even still have on my shelf the complete Life
Library of Photography, originally published on a
subscription basis from 1970-1972. I remember them
arriving in the mail roughly every other month and
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anxiously studying
the photographs and
reading them cover
to cover and when I
was in high school.
The most
recent book I read
was one that Joe
recommended,
Photography: The
Definitive Visual
History by Tom Ang.
I picked that one up
from our city library
and kept it for a couple of renewal cycles. It helped
bring my perception of our art and craft into the 21st
century.
I’m far from an
art history scholar (I
struggled mightily with
the course in college),
yet I keep my copy of
Janson’s History of
Art around for periodic
reference. I’ve
invested in a handful
of technique books
along with the historic
or art references. I
tend to buy those (or
check them out from
the library) when I have a specific and immediate
need to learn some new skill.
Continued on page 15
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Photographers
Corner
cont.
Continued from page 14

The books I’m most likely to go back and visit
over and over again are those featuring the work
of photographers I most admired as I was getting

started in this business, particularly Edward Weston
and Ansel Adams. How did they see? What was their
thought process? How did they approach the craft,
art and business of photography?
The volumes that matter most to you are likely
different than mine. Regardless of who you looked up
to as you began your career, or who you follow today,
I think it’s important to spend some time with their
work on the printed page where you can savor it and
reflect upon its meaning and how it affects you and
the way you interpret the world.
Join me this winter in curling up with a good
photography or art book.
Mark Turner photographs gardens and the natural
world year-around from his home in Bellingham,
Wash., near the balmy shore of the Salish Sea.

Hot Off The Press
Cathy Wilkinson
Barash, Prairie
& Plains States
— Oklahoma,
Iowa, Kansas,
Nebraska & The
Dakotas: Getting
Started Garden
Guide, Cool Springs
Press, 192 pages,
paperback, $24.99.
Available now. Even
beginner gardeners can
select plants to create
a stunning garden as unique as this land itself —
with expert help to ensure success! Prairie & Plains
States Getting Started Garden Guide contains all
of the information you need to choose and care
for plants in Oklahoma, Kansas, Nebraska, Iowa,
South Dakota and North Dakota. Novice gardeners,
new homeowners, and those new to the area will
find it invaluable, but more experienced gardeners
and home landscapers will also fall in love with this
book. The book features the region-specific plant
palette unique to this area, including plants that can
withstand cold winters and drying winds. Gardeners
in this wide geographic space share many problems
and concerns. Basic gardening chapters cover the
information that beginning to intermediate gardeners
need to know to garden with confidence.
Vincent Simeone, New York & New
Jersey: Getting Started Garden Guide,
Cool Springs Press, 208 pages, 165 color photos,
$24.99. Available now. New York & New Jersey
Getting Started Garden Guide is a plant selection
guide, perfect for when you’re choosing plants
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and starting a garden
in a climate that can be
as challenging as it is
beautiful. Choose the
right plants and care for
them properly, with help
from an expert. This book
doesn’t stop at plant
selection. Methods for
preparing soil, watering,
fertilizer application and
pest management are also
covered in detail. Along
with the “nitty-gritty” of tending your garden, Vincent
shares his inspiration for garden design, offers ways
to incorporate your plants into the landscape and
names some favorite cultivars or species. His sound,
practical advice is clothed in beautiful descriptions
of each plant that will inspire you to get your hands
dirty!

Marty Wingate,
Empty Nest, Random
House/Alibi, eBook, 284
pages, $2.99. Available
now. In Empty Nest,
Marty’s second Birds of
a Feather mystery, Julia
Lanchester, manager
of the tourist center in a
quaint English village,
discovers something
sinister afoot when she
comes upon dead sparrow hawks. This is followed by
the suspicious death of a guest at the Hall, and soon
Julia is plunged into the investigation. But, will she
find the culprit before her own wings are clipped?
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Finding Work
Beyond the
Perennial Borders
By Lois J. de Vries

The good thing about sticking to a narrow niche like
garden writing is that we’re an intimate community
that facilitates comfortable chats with folks who
assign work. The bad thing about it is that when
things go wrong, outlets for work can shrink
dramatically, or dry up altogether.

It’s Time to Think Outside
the Box(wood)

I’m not talking about teaching horticulture classes,
or running a Master Gardener program. I’m talking
about breaking new ground.
One place to start is the expanding academic
sustainability sector. Recently, I attended the
Association for the Advancement of Sustainability
in Higher Education (AASHE) Conference, where
breakout sessions on sustainable landscape design
and maintenance, vegetated stormwater basins and
swales, green roofs, etc., were conspicuous by their
near-absence.
Up to this point, college sustainability officers
have been focused on the low-hanging fruit of energy
and waste management (solar panels, geothermal
systems, large-scale composting, recycling, etc.)
Meanwhile, dedicated students and faculty are
begging for help with designing and managing their
ornamental and food gardens, and farm-to-dining
hall food handling logistics; problems that many
sustainability officers are poorly equipped to handle.

Leadership Is Needed

Even though AASHE has its own STARS (Sus-

tainability Tracking, Assessment & Rating System)
certification, no one I spoke to had ever heard of
SITES (or GWA). Passionate and willing faculty
and students are ready to work, but don’t have the
expertise to successfully implement their ideas. Here
are just a few potential staff, consulting or design jobs
I heard about at the conference:
• We need a farm manager. The students who run
the farm will be graduating next year.
• We inherited a farm/house/vacant lot, but don’t
know where to start.
• The grounds department doesn’t know how to take
care of a native plant garden and we don’t know
how to write a maintenance manual for them.
• We don’t know how to convince the administration
that sustainable landscaping will save money.

Speaking Opportunities
for GWA Members

With more than 2,200 attendees and 500 sessions,
the AASHE conference is wide open for GWA
members interested in speaking on sustainability in:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Horticulture
Agriculture
Campus landscaping and maintenance
Permaculture
Lawn alternatives
Vegetated stormwater basins
Integrated pest management
Native plants
Pollinators

Few, if any, GWA members have been left
untouched by the changes that have rocked the
publishing industry in recent years. It’s time to start
looking for work beyond our traditional borders.
Lois J. de Vries chairs GWA’s Sustainability
Committee and is founder and executive director of
the SGI Sustainable Gardening Library.
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The Insider
Scoop
The Royal Society of Biology in England has
awarded its Postgraduate Textbook Prize to Curating
Biocultural Collections: A Handbook, the first
major curation manual for biocultural collections.
Julie McIntosh Shapiro contributed several
photographic images to the book.

Liza Drozdov launched a new television service
for gardeners: HortusTV is now live across Canada.
This subscription streaming video service is devoted
exclusively to garden series and features hundreds of
episodes of programs — some vintage Canadian and
others from BBC which have never aired in Canada.
(Free trial at www.hortustv.com)
Dick Rifkind, who wrote for the Coeur d’Alene
Press for many years is now doing a biweekly
column for the Albuquerque Journal. The column
runs on Sundays in the “Life” magazine section along
with one of Dick’s photos. It also runs every other
Saturday in the Shoshone New-Press in Idaho. The
columns can be viewed by going to www.abqjournal.
com/dickrifkind.
If you have material you would like included,
send it to miskamarie@msn.com and be sure to
put “Garden Column” in the subject line. Material
should be imbedded in the email as attachments
and links will not be opened. The columns run to
about 700 words.
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Connect Meeting Wrap-Up

Cultivate’16

Region II Connections With Still Lifes

Cultivate’16 will be July 9-12, 2016, at the
Greater Columbus Convention Center in Columbus,
Ohio. Highlights include an eight-acre trade show,
more than 150 educational sessions for all segments
of the industry, tours and hands-on workshops, and
numerous social events.
Because of GWA’s partnership with AmericanHort, all GWA members receive complimentary
registration to the trade show and educational
sessions (a $350 value).

By Kirk R. Brown

photo by Kirk R. Brown

Mr. Mitchell introduced many members from
the current generations of living Peale family
descendants. The many 18th Century Peale family
members were well represented with iconic canvases
within the walls of the exhibition.
More than 120 original works of art illustrated
the three centuries of growth and development in the
forum. The exhibition runs now through Jan. 10.
An on-your-own lunch was held in the private
Annex room of the Cafeteria. At a short business

Exhibit Curator, Mark D. Mitchell leads a tour through the
exhibit of Still Life canvases spanning three hundred years.

meeting, Kirk R. Brown, GWA President, brought
the members up-to-date on the current association
management company search. His report highlighted
the extensive background work the committee
has done and
is continuing in
investigating
all possible
opportunities for
GWA to grow and
expand in the
immediate future.
His talk presented
the many ways
management
systems and
structures have
changed over
the last few
Executive Director, Timothy
years for many
Rub, welcomes the press to the
Green Industry
Audubon to Warhol preview at
the Philadelphia Museum of Art.
Associations.
photo by Kirk R. Brown

Members register for the breakfast reception. From the
left: Liz Ball, Denise Cowie, Louise Clarke, Marcia Tate,
and Peter Prown

photo by Kirk R. Brown

More than 30 members and guests of GWA attended
a recent Region II Connect Meeting in Philadelphia.
The Audubon to Warhol: The Art of American Still
Life meeting began with breakfast served in the great
hall of the Philadelphia Museum of Art.
The tour of the exhibit was introduced by the
Art Museum’s Executive Director, Timothy Rub, and
Exhibition Curator Mark D. Mitchell. They presented
the many ways the art of American still life painting
developed into an international movement from its
roots in the world of Philadelphia horticulture.
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Registration and hotel reservations will
open in March 2016. For more information,
visit www.AmericanHort.org/Cultivate.

Stay informed on all the latest
in the Association.
Join GWA on
Facebook: Garden Writers Association
and
Twitter: @GardenWriters
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Region 1
Karla Dalley will lecture on “House Plants for the
Four Exposures” at the Cherry Brook Garden Club
meeting in Canton, Conn., Jan. 12, at 11:00 a.m.
She will give the same lecture at the Evergreen
Garden Club meeting in Glastonbury, Conn., at
Riverfront Community Center, 300 Welles St.,
Feb. 4, at 1:00 p.m.
Jan. 20 and 21, Ellen Zachos will offer
three classes at the Mid-Atlantic Horticultural
Short Course in Virginia Beach, Va., on these
topics: “Urban Foraging,” “Low Maintenance Hardy
Cacti and Succulents,” and “Perennial Garden
Maintenance as a Business Plan.”
Charlie Nardozzi will talk Jan. 20, about
his newest book, Foodscaping, at the Hort Expo in
Boise, Idaho.
During the spring semester at Genesee
Community College, Batavia, N.Y., Walt
Nelson will offer a three-credit course entitled
“Turf and Pest Management.” He will also host
a February certification course for pesticide
applicators with Cornell Cooperative Extension in
Rochester, N.Y.
—Thomas Mickey

Region 2
Chanticleer staff are speaking in several states.
Erin McKeon will give a talk on the recently
published book, The Art of Gardening, at the Jenkins
Arboretum Jan. 24 at 2:00 p.m. Bill Thomas will
speak on The Art of Gardening Feb. 11, at 7:00
p.m. at the Delaware Center for Horticulture. Jan.
27, Dan Benarcik will address the Horticulture
Staff and Friends of the Smithsonian on “Creating
World Class Displays” in Washington, D.C. Dan
travels Jan. 24-25 to speak at the Great Lakes
Trade Expo at Lansing Center, Lansing, Mich., and
then Feb. 3-4 in Grand Rapids, Mich., to speak at
the MSU Extension “Plants of Distinction Program.”
Pete Prown, at Bartram’s Garden, says the
restoration of the Historic 1731 Bartram House is
nearing completion with a new cedar-shake roof
and geothermal system. After New Year’s, work on
the Victorian-styled Carr Garden will begin with an
anticipated opening in summer 2016. The garden will
feature plants of Asian origin, reflecting the plants
that Ann Bartram Carr and husband Robert sold in
their nursery during the first half of the 19th century.
More details to come!
—Louise Clarke
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Region 3
Three Indianapolis members will speak at the
Indianapolis Home Show, Jan. 22-31, at the
Indiana State Fairgrounds (indianapolishomeshow.
com). Irvin Etienne will talk about “The Joy of
Containers” and “Carmen Miranda in the Midwest.”
Carol Michel’s topics are “Grow Vegetables – No
Excuses” and “Late Fall/Early Spring Flowers for
Your Indiana Garden.” Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp’s
program includes the “Downsized Gardener” and
“Creating Special Events in the Garden.” Irvin will
also speak Feb. 20 at the annual Indianapolis
Museum of Art Horticulture Symposium (www.
imamuseum.org). On the docket for the day long
event: Kelly Norris, Troy Marden and Scott
Beuerlein. This year’s theme is “Color in the
Garden: Bloom and Beyond.”
The 17th Herb Day event will be Jan. 23, at
the Wyndham Garden Inn in Urbana, Ill. Due to the
pending retirement of Chuck Voigt, who has put
together annual Herb Days since 2000, this will be
the final one in the series. On the roster are Jim
Long and Josh Young (Long Creek Herbs, Blue
Eye, Mo.). Jim has a wide range of herbal expertise,
Continued on page 19

quill & Trowel newsletter

No. 6

DECEMBER 2015

Regional News & Notes
Continued from page 18

and Josh addresses herbal lifestyle issues. Susan
Belsinger, a noted author of culinary herb books,
will be cooking with the Herb of the Year, Capsicum
(peppers). Tina Marie Wilcox (Ozark Mountain Folk
Center, Mountain View, Ark.) will do an in-character
presentation on how herbs were used historically
back in “the hills.” Rounding out the program will
be Daniel Gagnon (Herbs, Etc., Santa Fe, N.M.).
For registration information, call or email Linda
Harvey (217. 244.1693; lharvey@illinois.edu).
Online registration will be available, but the site URL
changes each year. Linda will be able to direct folks
there.
Two GWA members are among speakers
booked so far for the 2016 Home & Garden Show
at the Ohio Expo Center in Columbus Feb. 20-28.
Michael Leach finds programs and speakers
for the Garden Stage at the annual event. Teresa
Woodard will discuss “Creating Prairie Strips,”
similar to those growing in her large suburban
landscape. Maria Zampini plans to offer
“Gardening Tips, Tricks — and a Look at Current
Gardening Trends,” such as foodscaping, as well
as new plant introductions. Show exhibitors will
create nature-friendly designs to fit this year’s theme,
“Garden Friends.”
Teresa Woodard will be the keynote speaker
Mar. 12 at “Ready, Set, Grow!” a vegetable
gardening conference sponsored by the Delaware
County Master Gardeners and the local health
department.

Tony Abruscato, Chicago Flower &
Garden Show director and owner, says mark your
calendar for “CHICAGO IS,” the upcoming Chicago
Flower & Garden Show, Mar. 12-20 at the Navy
Pier. Information about the show’s unique display
gardens – including industry contributors, designers
and builders – as well as full show details, schedules,
photography competition details and advance
discount tickets is on the show’s new website at
www.chicagoflower.com.
Sue Markgraf says the Chicago Flower &
Garden Show Gardening Live and Seminar Series
schedules include several GWA members and will
be online soon at www.chicagoflower.com. Sue
also asks GWA members to mark their calendars
and watch their emails for details about the Region
III Regional Meeting on opening day of the Chicago
Flower & Garden Show, Mar. 12. Contact Sue
(smarkgraf@greenmarkpr.com) if you wish to donate
to swag bag and prize giveaways.
Megan Cain, The Creative Vegetable
Gardener, is launching the Flavorful Life Gardening
Club. Get ready for a new kind of gardening club
built for avid food growers that are ready to up their
gardening game together, while indulging more
fully in all of the pleasures of the lifestyle. If you’re
passionate about fresh food and outdoor adventures,
and possibly making 2016 the best gardening year of
your life, visit creativevegetablegardener.com/club to
join.
Tony Fulmer, chief horticulture officer at
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Chalet in Wilmette, Ill., looks forward to expanding
the landscape, nursery and garden center’s blog, The
Hortiholic, in 2016. For the current feature, visit http://
www.hortiholic.com/.
Teresa Woodard urges all to visit the Franklin
Park Conservatory’s new Wells Barn or attend a
program in this new space at 1777 E. Broad St.,
Columbus, Ohio. The hand-hewn timber frame
from a 200-year-old Richland County barn, that
was set to be dismantled in 2014, was relocated
to the Conservatory’s grounds earlier this year
and has been reconstructed as the framework for
this new 12,000 sq. ft. facility, which opened in
October. The barn serves as a one-of-a-kind venue
for the Conservatory’s gardening, cooking, art and
wellness classes, and provides much-needed space
for new programs such as gardening conferences
and symposia, scout camp overs, lectures and
performances.
Upcoming Events
Illinois

• Mar. 11 – “Evening in Bloom” – spring’s debut

in Chicago provides a sneak peek and exciting
preview to the Chicago Flower & Garden Show,
including noted chefs and amazing gardens.
The gala benefits local charities through ticket
proceeds. (http://chicagoflower.com/charityevent/)
Continued on page 20

quill & Trowel newsletter

No. 6

DECEMBER 2015

Regional News & Notes

Continued from page 19

• Mar. 12 – Region III Regional Meeting during the

Chicago Flower & Garden Show. Watch your email
for more details – including presenters – coming
soon.

• Mar. 12-20 – Chicago Flower & Garden Show
presents “CHICAGO IS” at Navy Pier. For gardens, show schedules and highlights, travel
information and advance discount tickets, visit
www.chicagoflower.com.

Indiana
• Jan. 22-31 – Indianapolis Home Show
at the Indiana State Fairgrounds. (www.
indianapolishomeshow.com)
Ohio
• Jan. 5 - “Painting the Modern Garden: Monet to
Matisse” concludes at the Cleveland Museum of
Art. (www.clevelandart.org/events/exhibitions/
painting-modern-garden-monet-matisse)

• Jan. 11-13 – The Ohio Nursery and Landscape

Association (ONLA) will host CENTS 2016, at
the Greater Columbus Convention Center in
Columbus, Ohio, with 400 exhibitors and 130
courses. Keynote speakers include Travis Beck
(Mt. Cuba Center), Dr. Charles R. Hall (Texas A&M
University) and Jeni Britton Bauer (Jeni’s Splendid
Ice Creams.) (www.cents16.com/)

• Feb. 20-28 – 2016 Home & Garden Show

at the Ohio Expo Center in Columbus. (www.
dispatchhomeandgardenshow.com/)

• Apr. 13-17 – Cincinnati Flower Show, Yeatman’s

Cove. (cincinnatihorticulturalsociety.com/cincyflower-show/)
—Sue Markgraf

Region 4

Keri Byrum announced that Harry P. Leu Gardens will host David Rogers’ Big Bugs, Jan. 15 –
Apr. 15. These gargantuan insects will overtake the
gardens for three months with special insect-related
classes and tours. For information on the press preview, contact Keri (keri.byrum@cityoforlando.net).
Buddy Lee, Plant development Services,
Inc., will speak at the Mid-Atlantic Horticultural
Short Course Jan 19-22. (www.mahsc.org/) at the
Founder’s Inn, Virginia Beach, Va. Buddy will also
speak at the Fort Worth Home and Garden Show
Feb. 13-16. (texashomeandgarden.com/exhibitorsinfo/24th-annual-fort-worth-home-garden-show/)
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The 30th Annual Southern Gardening Symposium
at Callaway Gardens, Pine Mountain, Ga., will be
held Jan. 29-31. Learn from experts including
Dr. Michael Dirr (“A Half Century of Horticultural
Education, Research, Breeding and Gardening:
Nourishing the Soul with New Woody Plants”); Mary
Beth Shaddix (“Incorporating Vegetables Into Your
Garden”); C. Colston Burrell (“Finishing Touches:
The Power of Details in Garden Design”); Doug
Tallamy (“Restoring Nature’s Relationships at Home”).
Contact the Callaway Gardens Education Department
(education@callawaygardens.com or 800.463.6990)
for information or to request a brochure.
Marie Mims Butler will present “I Have
Elephants in MY Garden, so What’s YOUR
Problem?” and “Tussie Mussies 2016 — The Modern
Victorian Language of Flowers” at the Greater
Greenville Master Gardener Association of South
Carolina Annual Symposium at the TD Convention
Center in Greenville, S.C., Feb.13.
Hillary Thompson, marketing director of
Super-Sod, will present a talk on “The Benefits
of Raised Bed Vegetable Gardening” at Rancho
Alegre Farm in Dacula, Ga. The presentation will be
held Feb. 16 at 7:00 p.m. (Free and open to the
public). The only item to bring is something to take
notes with! For directions and to RSVP, visit www.
ranchoalegrefarm.com.
—Ira Wallace
Continued on page 21
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Region 5
Kelly Norris kicks off the New Year with a new
book called Plants With Style from Timber Press.
Kelly will be speaking about his book at CENTS in
Columbus, Ohio, Jan. 11-12; the Iowa Turfgrass
Conference in Coralville, Iowa Jan. 25-26;
ProGreen Expo in Denver, Colo. Feb. 12, and the
Northwest Flower and Garden Show in Seattle,
Wash., Feb. 17-18.
Jennifer Schamber (Greenscape Gardens)
will serve as a roundtable discussion leader at the
2016 Western (sponsored by the Western Nursery &
Landscape Association) to be held Jan. 21-22 at
the Crown Center Exhibit Hall, Kansas City, Mo.
Tulsa Botanic Garden recently opened the A.R.
and Marylouise Tandy Floral Terraces, a 3.5-acre
ornamental garden showcasing more than 350 plant
varieties with more than 8,000 plants. This is the first
garden from the master plan to be constructed. A
Children’s Discovery Garden is slated to open late
spring 2016. The Botanic Garden is now open
Thursday through Sunday, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
year-round.
—Bill Adams

Region 6
Jan. 11, Yvonne Savio will discuss “Recycling
Household Throwaways Into New Garden Tools”
with the Los Angeles Garden Club at the Griffith Park
Visitor Center Auditorium, 4730 Crystal Springs Dr.,
Los Angeles, Calif. Feb. 6, she will discuss “Unusual
Vegetables and Fruits” with the Hill Avenue Library
Garden Club at 55 S. Hill Ave., Pasadena, Calif.
Marty Wingate fills in on “Gardening With
Ciscoe,” Jan. 30 at 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. on KIRO
Radio 97.3 to talk gardens, plants and birds. Marty
shares “A Shrub for Every Garden” at the Northwest
Flower & Garden Show Feb. 20 at 10:30 a.m.
—Lydia Plunk

Jan. 17, David Hobson (davidhobson.ca)
will act as MC at the Galt Horticultural Society’s 25th
annual Dream Garden Conference in Cambridge,
Ontario.
Region VII is planning our Regional Meeting at
Canada Blooms Mar. 12. If you are contemplating
attending our meeting in March and you have any
ideas about content for the educational sessions,
please send them to kcbrown@sympatico.ca or
steven@stevenbiggs.ca.
		
—Steven Biggs

GWA Annual
Symposium
Atlanta, GA

Region 7
Dan Cooper will speak on low-maintenance
gardening based on his book Gardening from a
Hammock Dec. 16 at 8:00 p.m. at the Bronte
Horticultural Society Christmas Celebration in
Oakville. (www.GardeningfromaHammock.com)
page 21

Sept. 16-19, 2016
Join us for some great Georgia gardens and on
Facebook at GWA 2016 Great Georgia Gardens
(note that this is plural). The Facebook page will be
updated with potential gardens and garden news like
the Atlanta Botanic Garden announced that in 2016 it
has a return of the Dale Chihuly sculptures. See one
of his sculptures on the Facebook page.
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Art on Demand
By Betty Mackey

I’ve been happy with print-on-demand when
it comes to book publishing. Lately, I’ve been
exploring it as it relates to art.
Becoming fluent with graphics and garden
photos for the book biz taught me how to manage
my pixels. This lets me turn my digital images
— whether they are photos, drawings or digital
paintings — into printed products. They can
become tee shirts, tote bags, framed canvas
prints, calendars, pillows, duvet covers, leggings,
note cards, stickers, phone and computer cases,
shower curtains, scarves, mugs, and more. These
look great and my family has been gifted with lots
of them. I even sell some.
If you take photos or do drawings or paintings
for your website, blog, books or magazine articles,
chances are that you can use them for wonderful
print-on-demand products, too. They can be a part
of your brand. If your blog does not create income,
perhaps a related product line can fix that. Or,
they can be the basis of swag to use for publicity –
note cards to hand out at your talks, for instance.
You must use your own original artwork and
avoid copyright infringement, of course. National
Trust properties in the U.K. are very sensitive
about recognizable photos of their sites and may
demand that they be removed.
If you are a top-selling photographer, you
might want to avoid putting your images onto
products. It could detract from their financial value.
These printed items exist only virtually, unless
you or someone else orders them to be produced.
Need just a single copy? No problem. You don’t
have to handle the selling and fulfilling yourself if
you go with a site or service that does that for you.
Want to allow only art prints and skip the tote bags
and tee shirts? It’s your choice.

I have been
posting my work (photos
and digital art) on various
art sites online since
2006. Back then they
printed art on canvas or
paper only. Lately, they
Blue edge scarf on Redbubble. have added all kinds
of other items, even
ceramics and clothing. Some of these sites seem
to be better, or at least better for me, than others.
There are also sites and businesses that print your
orders for you, but it is up to you to do any reselling
or distributing.
I am most active in www.society6.com and in
www.redbubble.com and have been with them for
years. Both expect you to use Paypal to get paid, but
Redbubble also offers checks.
Both of these art sites are free to join at the
full level. Both allow you to sell your work on their
products from their site and give you commissions
on these sales. You can join but not sell if you wish.
They both have an active social environment. You
have the opportunity for “following” and trading
comments with artists from around the world. It’s nice
to get compliments! People who do not like the work
shown just ignore it. I love these interactions, but
long for more participation from fellow members of
GWA. If you join, it is hard to get your work seen at
first, so be patient.
You can keep your work private or make it
public. Each site makes different products that are
printed with the art. Sites often add new products.
Redbubble makes large chiffon scarves, but at
present Society6 does not. They have tee shirts
printed all over, though. Floral photos and scarves
are a natural combination, but I think such photos
can look odd on shirts.
Only rarely do I put the same piece of art up on
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both places, because I want it to be more unique. It’s
hard to be seen in crowded venues like these, but
Pinterest, Facebook and other social media can help.
It takes effort.
It is important to be able to control your image
size with Photoshop, or a similar program, especially
with Society6, which requires exact pixel dimensions
for each product. For example, a shower curtain must
be 6000 x 6000 pixels. Some online artists say they
use Gimp, a free program, to adjust pixel sizes, but I
use the current version of Photoshop. I already have
it for the book biz and know how to make smooth, not
chunky, enlargements.
I sell the most on
Society6, but I buy the
most on Redbubble
because they offer
scarves and really great
calendars. One of my
most popular products to
sell is the shower curtain
on Society6. I also sold a
wild pair of leggings there,
plus pillows, iPhone
Shower curtain on Society6.
cases and art prints.
I do abstract art as
well as photography, and even had a digital painting
of mine printed on a poster for the Museum of Digital
Fine Art in Toronto. I am a member of Zazzle.com,
but my work does not fit well there, or I don’t promote
it enough. Zazzle makes more products than the
others, even printed fabrics sold by the yard.
All of these sites offer widgets you can put onto
your blog or website, letting viewers click through
your portfolio and buy something. After trying them
for a few years, I now avoid sites that charge a
monthly fee for full membership such as www.
fineartamerica.com, but many artists like them. But,
Continued on page 23
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Write It Right

Don’t Repeat the Errors of Other Garden Writers
By Derek Fell

Items offered on Society6.

do beware and avoid any online art site that requires
you to buy or sell products in order to join.
My site on Redbubble (based in Australia) is
redbubble.com/people/bettymackey. I joined in
2006. I was among the first members and have
watched it grow, add products and become more
respectable.
My site on Society6 is society6.com/
bettymackey. It is newer and is based in Los
Angeles. I like their products and the way they
promote them.
There is a big learning curve involved with
these sites. Step in gradually and look around. If you
decide to join a site that I am in, or are in it already,
let me know. It would be fun to have more GWA
members among my art buddies. I have built up
friends on these two sites. Friends help friends get
their work seen.
Betty Mackey is a garden writer, editor, artist/
photographer, and independent publisher. She
runs B.B. Mackey Books, based in Wayne, Pa.,
and has been rescued from the need to warehouse
thousands of books by having them done print-ondemand, as needed. She joined GWA in 1986.

Precision in writing should be the primary goal
of every garden writer. Here’s a list of common
mistakes we make, sometimes involving word use
and at other times perpetuating a myth. These myths
often occur because one magazine article or book
will contain an error that others unwittingly copy.
Entitled. Means privileged. Titled should be
used when naming a book, such as “The book is
titled Vertical Gardening.” Even The New York Times
newspaper and New Yorker magazine constantly
make this error.
Unique does NOT need a qualifier. There are no
degrees of uniqueness as unique means “one of a
kind.” For example, it is wrong to say “’Veilchenblau”
rose is a most unique color” or “’Cardinal Richelieu’
heirloom rose is very unique.”
Nice is usually an inappropriate word as it is
too vague. Always try to be more specific. Instead of
saying a “nice person,” say a “friendly person” or a
“generous person.”
Which and that are seldom interchangeable.
When they are, use “that” as it sounds and reads
better. “Which” is always preceded by a comma.
Will and shall are not the same. “Will” implies
determination, whereas “shall” implies intention.
President Johnson got it right when he said “I shall not
seek, nor will I accept a second term as president.”
Plant material is a term that should be avoided.
“Material” is redundant. Just say “plants.”
Cultivar is not a term familiar to most gardeners.
Better to say variety. Who cares whether a plant was
produced from cultivation or some other means?
Tomato Pollination. Stop telling your readers to
take a camel’s hair brush and transfer pollen from one
flower to another to improve fruit yields. Tomatoes are
self-pollinating. Low yields are usually caused by too
cool or too high a temperature, not lack of bee activity.
Deer-proof Plants is not as good a definition
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as Plants Deer Avoid since almost all deer-proof
lists contain plants deer will eat when food is scarce,
especially holly and English ivy, which they relish
as winter food. Also daylilies commonly appear on
deer-proof lists. Deer not only eat the new shoots in
spring, but also the flower buds and flowers. Because
a plant has thorns does not make it deer-proof
because deer have rubbery lips that cushion the
thorns and allow their teeth to browse. Stop telling
readers to use coyote urine to repel deer. It doesn’t
work as well as other liquid sprays, and the method
of collecting the urine is exceedingly cruel.
Fragrance lists almost always contain bluebells.
Be more specific. English bluebells are fragrant. The
more commonly planted Spanish bluebells are not.
Nor are they deer repellent. I lose them every year to
deer unless I spray early with a deer repellent.
Water Lilies. It is not true that hardy water
lilies bloom longer than tropicals. It sounds logical,
but actually you will gain a month more bloom from
tropicals than hardies, even though tropicals must be
taken indoors during the winter.
Five Color Swiss Chard is NOT the same as
‘Bright Lights’ (note the botanically correct single
quotes for variety names)
because Five Color Swiss
chard was used as the
control to determine that
‘Bright Lights’ was worthy of
an All-America Award. ‘Bright
Lights’ has eleven distinct
colors, while ‘Five Color’ is
an unstable mixture, often
with no more than three
colors. When you see this,
COMPLAIN. ‘Bright Lights’
True ‘Bright Lights’ Swiss
was developed by New
chard which garden writZealander, John Eaton who ers are confusing with
‘Five Color’ Swiss chard.
died of cancer shortly after
receiving news of his All-America Award. The strain is
kept pure by Johnny’s Selected Seeds.
Capitals are not needed to denote people
or places in botanical names, such as Endymion
Continued on page 24
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New Members
Welcome to the following new members who joined the association in
November and December 2015.
Jessi Bloom
NW BLOOM EcoLogical
Landscapes
21323 NE 156th St.
Woodinville, WA 98077
(O) 425.486.6902
(H) 206.459.3043
jessi@nwbloom.com

Evelyn Lee
Butternut Gardens LLC
54 Butternut Ln.
Asheville, NC 06890
(O) 203.257.4597
(P) 203.257.4597
evelynlee53@gmail.com

David Calle
The Good Garden
229 N. Park Ave.
Appleton, WI 54911
(O) 212.729.7844
(H) 212.729.7844
david@thegoodgarden.com

Jonathan Leger
702 Asheville Springs Cir.
Asheville, NC 28806
(O) 214.762.8708
(H) 214.762.8708
jon@cabbageroses.net

Barbara Eisenstein
Weeding Wild Suburbia
1852 Monterey Rd.
South Pasadena, CA 91030
(O) 626.799.8048
barbara.eisenstein@gmail.com
Vanessa Finney
Quercus Management
P.O. Box 872
Brooklandville, MD 21022
(O) 410.823.1789
(H) 410.823.1789
vanessa
@quercusmanagement.com
Paula Henson
Terra Bella Water
12660 Palms Bl.
Los Angeles, CA 90066
(O) 310.383.9398
paula@terrabellawater.com
Pam Kennedy
64 Moses Lane
Westmore
Orleans, VT 05860
(O) 802.525.9725
pamkenn@gmail.com

Peter Loewer
Graphos=Studio
185 Lakewood Dr.
Asheville, NC 28803
(O) 828.252.9143
(P) 828.252.9143
spicebush@mtnarea.net
Gloria Lopez
Color Spot
2575 Olive Hill Dr.
Fallbrook, CA 92008
(O) 760.695.1446
(H) 760.468.7631
glorial@colorspot.com
Neil Moran
Haylake Business
Communications
S. Nicolet Rd.
Asheville, NC 49783
(O) 906.322.4264
(P) 906.322.4264
nrmoran188@gmail.com
Kay Miller Temple
Freelancer
240 Jay Ave.
Sebring, FL 33870

(O) 480.688.9862
(H) 480.688.9862
dakotazugun@gmail.com
Teresa O’Rouke-Shapiro
LA County Master
Gardeners/Larchmont Charter
2653 Charl Place
Los Angeles, CA 90046
(O) 310.403.3873
taoshapiro@gmail.com
Gail Pabst
National Garden Bureau
Naperville, IL 60540
(O) 630.464.3023
gailpabst@gmail.com
Cyndi Reed
Innovations Consulting, Inc.
257 Marshall St.
Allegan, MI 49010
(O) 269.650.5056
(H) 269.650.5056
cyndi
@mastergardenwriter.com
Arty Schronce
Georgia Dept. of Agriculture
19 Martin Luther King Jr. Dr.
Room 128
Atlanta, GA 30334
(O) 404.656.3656
(H) 404.219.4062
arty.schronce
@agr.georgia.gov
Gerald Simcoe
1925 Main St.
Northhampton, PA 18067
(O) 610.262.8427
portraitistinPA@aol.com
Sue Speichert
Lily&Fin Magazine

4585 N. Hartstrait Rd.
Bloomington, IN 47404
(O) 812.606.7635
(H) 812.606.7635
suespeichert@aol.com
Becky Thomas
Spring Grove Nursery
1255 W. Spring Rd.
Mazon, IL 60444
(O) 815.448.2097
(H) 815.343.3879
bthomas@springgrovenursery.com
Susan Timmons
Lynchburg Living
2855 Terrace View Rd.
Forest, VA 24551
(O) 434.525.3023
(H) 434.525.3023
susantimmons@verizon.net

Allied Members:
Spaces2Grow
Leigh Taylor
c/o 10 Carden
Guelph, ON N1H6N1
Canada
(O) 519.400.8626
leigh@spaces2grow.com
W. Atlee Burpee & Co.
Gaynor Hannan
300 Park Ave.
Warminster, PA 18974
(O) 215.674.4900
ghannan@burpee.com
W. Atlee Burpee & Co.
Bob Wiener
300 Park Ave.
Warminster, PA 18974
(O) 215.674.4900
vintagetrading@aol.com
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hispanica meaning Spanish bluebell. Botanical
nomenclature has decreed the lower case in the
second designation to be correct.
Strawberry articles often ignore the fact that there
are THREE main types – June-bearers, Everbearers
and Day Neutrals and lump Day Neutrals in with
Everbearers. There is a big difference – an Everbearer
crops only twice a season, affected by the hours of
daylight – in spring and fall; whereas a Day Neutral
crops repeatedly in spring, summer and fall, unaffected
by day length. British garden magazines most often
make this error since it is American breeders who
developed the Day Neutral strawberry from plants
found in Utah and Alaska.
Heirloom has become a word that is now
used to deceive the public. It used to mean plants
in commerce before World War II, and then, more
recently, plants introduced more than 50 years ago;
but, recently, several catalog houses, and at least
one book, claim the term can be applied to ANY
open-pollinated variety, no matter what the year of
introduction. When you see this, COMPLAIN.
Sugar Snap pea is a variety name to describe
the first edible-podded pea that remains edible after
the peas swell the pod. It does not describe the entire
group of which ‘Sugar Ann’ and others are members.
The correct group definition is Snap Pea.
Crepe Myrtle or Crape Myrtle? Since the
common name for Lagerstroemia indica, the small
flowering tree of mostly southern gardens is named
for the crepe-like texture of its leaves, then Crepe
myrtle is correct. Most British publications get it
right, but, for some peculiar reason, most American
publications get it wrong.
Trademark symbols are NOT needed in
editorial articles. They are needed only when an
offer of sale is made, such as an advertisement or
on a company’s website. The same is true of patent
symbols. Treat them like scabs in an editorial context.
Derek Fell is owner and editor-in-chief of the Avant
Gardener online monthly horticultural newsletter,
founded in 1964 by Thomas and Betty Powell. Go to
avantgardener.info to view a free sample issue.
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ALLIED NEWS
Call for Fiskars Project Orange
Thumb Garden Grant Applications
Fiskars Americas
announced that the
company is accepting
applications through
Feb. 1 for 2016 Project
Orange Thumb garden
grants in the U.S. and
Canada.
Fiskars will award
30 applicants $3,500 in cash and tools in the coming
year. Project Orange Thumb has provided more than
$1.6 million to more than 180 community groups
since the program began in 2002.
Fiskars’ Project Orange Thumb garden grants
provide tools and resources to help communities
reach their goals for neighborhood beautification,
community collaboration and healthy, sustainable
food sources.
(www.fiskars.com/projectorangethumb)

Heirloom Roses:
Bundles Are Back!

Heirloom Roses
announced their 2016
collection of gift bundles,
perfect for the rose
and garden lover. The
bundles are designed
with personalization
and flexibility to delight
recipients with gifts to
last generations. View
the collection of gift bundles at www.heirloomroses.
com/merchandise/gifts.html and share with your
readers.

2016 Plant of the Year
by Proven Winners

Little Lime hydrangea
(www.provenwinners.
com/plants/hydrangea/
little-lime-hardyhydrangea-hydrangeapaniculata) has been
selected as the 2016
Plant of the Year by
Proven Winners®
ColorChoice® Flowering
Shrubs. Since its
introduction, this dwarf
‘Limelight’ hydrangea has become an undeniable
favorite among landscapers, gardeners and
homeowners.
Little Lime hydrangea allows landscapers to add
the beauty and durability of ‘Limelight’ but in smaller
spaces. Compared to its more famous sibling, this
hardy hydrangea may seem petite, but it packs an
unrivaled visual punch. In summer, vibrant lime
green blooms open on strong sturdy blooms. As it
ages, rich pink coloring emerges to prolong the show
through the fall season.

Nine AAS Winners
Introduced for 2016

All of the following new varieties were trialed during
the 2015 growing season and exhibited outstanding
garden performance:
• Geranium Brocade Cherry Night (National)
• Geranium Brocade Fire (National)
• Pepper Cornito Giallo F1 (National)
• Pepper Escamillo F1 (National)
• Pumpkin Super Moon F1 (Reg’l: Southeast & Great
Lakes)
• Salvia Summer Jewel Lavender (Reg’l: Southeast,
Heartland, Great Lakes)
• Strawberry Delizz F1 (National)
• Tomato Candyland Red (National)
• Tomato Chef’s Choice Green F1 (National)
With this announcement, these varieties become
available for immediate sale to the commercial
market. Garden communicators are free to begin
writing about these varieties now, in preparation for
next year’s gardens.
A complete list of all AAS Winners since 1932
can be found here.

Grant Helps to Create Contiguous Wildlife Habitat
A 1,250-acre farm near Odessa, Delaware, has been
purchased by The Conservation Fund and donated
to Delaware Wild Lands (DWL) for permanent
protection and management. The entire conservation
acquisition was made possible with a grant from Mt.
Cuba Center, and creates more than 10,000 acres of
contiguous and protected wildlife habitat.
Known as the Taylors Bridge Roberts Farm,
the site was one of the largest unprotected tracts
remaining in the coastal zone. DWL will develop a
long-term management plan for the property that will
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include farming, hunting, trapping, wildlife tours and
bird walks.
Owned by the Roberts family for the last 50
years, the property was managed as a working farm
with special care for the tidal wetlands, marshes
and forests that provide ideal habitat for a variety of
species, including bald eagle, osprey, fox, muskrat,
otter and shorebirds like the endangered red knot.
The public will be able to experience the Taylors
Bridge Roberts Farm at an Open House event in
Spring 2016.
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Dates & Events
January 6-8

Mid-Atlantic Nursery Trade Show (MANTS),
Baltimore Convention Center, Baltimore, Md.
(www.mants.com)

January 11-13

CENTS 2016, hosted by the Ohio Nursery
and Landscape Association (ONLA), Great
Columbus Convention Center, Columbus, Ohio
(www.cents16.com/)

January 12-14

Landscape Ontario’s Congress, Toronto
Congress Centre, Toronto, Ontario, Canada
(www.locongress.com)

January 19-22

Mid-Atlantic Horticulture Short Course, produced by
The Virginia Horticultural Foundation, Founder’s Inn,
Virginia Beach, Va. (www.mahsc.org/)

January 20-21

2016 Garden Center Symposium, Theme:
“Grow Your Income Stream,” Country
Springs Hotel, Waukesha, Wis.
(http://gardencentersymposium.com)

January 20-22

TPIE Show produced by the Florida Nursery,
Growers and Landscape Association, Broward

County Convention Center, Ft. Lauderdale, Fl.
(www.fngla.org/TPIE/)

January 21-22

The Western, sponsored by the Western Nursery &
Landscape Association, Crown Center Exhibit Hall,
Kansas City, Mo. (www.wnla.org/thewestern)

January 25-28

Compost 2016, U.S. Compost Council Conference & Tradeshow, “Soils for a Greener World,”
Hyatt Regency Riverfront, Jacksonville, Fl.
(USCC Compost 2016)

FEBRUARY 5-14

The Great Big Home + Garden Show, I-X Center,
Cleveland, Ohio (www.greatbighomeandgarden.
com/GBHG/EventsHome.aspx)

February 17-21

Northwest Flower & Garden Show, Theme:
“America the Beautiful,” Washington State
Convention Center, Seattle, Wash.
(www.gardenshow.com/)

February 24-25

NJ Plants – Professional Landscaping & Nursery
Trade Show, New Jersey Convention, Edison, N.J.
(www.njplantshow.com)
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March 6-9

Garden Bloggers Conference (Mar. 6-8), Design
Bloggers Conference (Mar. 6-8) and Home Design
Digital Marketing Summit (Mar. 8-9), Grand Hyatt
(Buckhead) Atlanta, Ga. (luba@garden-bloggersconference.com)

March 11-20

Canada Blooms, Direct Energy Centre,
Exhibition Place, Toronto, ON, Canada
(www.canadablooms.com)

March 12-20

Indiana Flower & Patio Show, Expo Hall & West
Pavilion, Indiana State Fairgrounds, Indianapolis, Ind.
(hsishows.com/wp/indianaflowerandpatioshow/)

March 12-20

Chicago Flower & Garden Show, Navy Pier, Chicago,
Ill. Theme: “CHICAGO IS” (www.chicagoflower.com)

MARCH 16-20

San Francisco Flower & Garden Show, San
Mateo Event Center, San Mateo, CA
(sfgardenshow.com)

September 16-19

Garden Writers Association Annual Symposium,
Sheraton Hotel Atlanta, Atlanta, Ga. (www.
gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/index.html)
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