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Exciting Garden Tours Planned for GWA in Pasadena!
The GWA Annual Symposium Local Arrangements 
Committee has been hard at work planning garden 
tours for the sept. 18-21 meeting in Pasadena. 
Just to give you a taste, here are a few of the exciting 
events in store for symposium attendees. For the 
latest details on the symposium activities, visit the 
GWA website (www.gardenwriters.org).

The Los Angeles County 
Arboretum and Botanic Garden
Take an exclusive, developed just for GWA, 
behind-the-scenes tour of The Los Angeles County 
Arboretum and Botanic Garden. A top U.S. tourist 
destination, this 127-acre botanical wonderland 
features a comprehensive reflection of how the 
region’s mild Mediterranean climate offers the ideal 
home for diverse plant populations.
 Discover pristine natural and cultivated 
landscapes and enjoy wildlife viewing opportunities 
— including free-roaming peacocks. Tour the 
arboretum’s many gardens, including the rose and 
herb gardens, and photograph rare and endangered 

plant species from remote corners of the globe.
 During the tour, you’ll learn about the 
arboretum’s breeding program, which introduced 118 
plants into the nursery trade, including five varieties 
of Agapanthus, eight Grevillea and ten Syringa 
vulgaris — all offering a lasting contribution to public 
and private landscapes.

 Film and television buffs will enjoy seeing 
popular Hollywood filming locations on the 
arboretum’s grounds, including the Queen Anne 
Cottage and lagoon caught on film in early Tarzan 
movies, Fantasy Island (TV show) and more recently 
in Katy Perry’s music video, Roar.  Clyde Pool seen from The Los Angeles County Arboretum 

and Botanic Garden. (photo courtesy of The Los Angeles 
County Arboretum and Botanic Garden)

The Queen Anne Cottage at The Los Angeles County Ar-
boretum and Botanic Garden. (photo courtesy of The Los 
Angeles County Arboretum and Botanic Garden)

http://www.gardenwriters.org


page 2 quill & Trowel newsleTTer       no. 2     APril 2015

Continued from page 1

Continued on page 3

pUBLisHeR

Garden Writers Association
7809 FM 179 • Shallowater, TX 79363
Tel: 806.832.1870 • Fax: 806.832.5244

E-mail: info@gardenwriters.org
Website: http://www.gardenwriters.org

ediTORiaL sTaFF

Robert C. LaGasse Executive Director
   Carol Ledbetter Editor
   J.C. McGowan Circulation Manager

Published bimonthly, the Quill & Trowel newsletter is  
a membership service of the Garden Writers Association.  

Address changes must be made online by the first day of each 
issue month. Direct all article, advertising and membership  

inquiries to the GWA office at the address listed above.

© Copyright Garden Writers Association 2015. 
All rights reserved.

The information contained in articles and 
advertisements herein represents the opinions of  

the authors and advertisers and, although believed to 
be accurate and complete, is not represented or  

warranted by the GWA to be accurate or complete.  
The GWA disclaims any and all responsibility for 

damages suffered as a result of reliance on  
the information contained herein.

newsLeTTeR
The Membership Newsletter of the Garden Writers Association

 Want a souvenir? Plan to take advantage of the 
rare opportunity of a GWA 10% discount at their gift 
shop during our morning visit. 

Huntington Tour and 
Evening Reception
The Huntington Library, Art Collections, and Botanical 
Gardens is a Southern California “must see” desti-
nation. During our afternoon group visit, four curators 
will lead GWA Symposium attendees on guided 
tours through five distinct display gardens, including 
the Desert, Japanese and Chinese gardens, as 
well as the Rose garden combined with adjoining 

Shakespeare garden. 
 After the Huntington closes to the public, those 
wishing to stay for the first-ever afternoon photo 
session may enjoy a glass of beer or wine along with 
light refreshments, compliments of the Huntington.
 As a special perk, GWA Symposium credentialed 
guests are invited to wear their Symposium badge 
to gain free entrance from the day prior to the 
symposium until the day after: sept. 17-22. 
 Originally, the private estate of railroad magnate 
Henry Huntington (1850-1927), with a grand Beaux 
Arts mansion as its centerpiece, the research and 
cultural institution houses world-class collections, 
including Gainsborough’s famous portrait of The Blue 
Boy, a Gutenberg Bible, and a 15th century illuminated 
manuscript of Chaucer’s The Canterbury Tales.
 Surrounding the estate are 120 acres of 
breathtaking grounds that showcase more than 
15,000 different plants in a dozen specialized 
gardens. One of the more iconic gardens is the 10-
acre Desert Garden, which includes nearly 4,000 
species of water-wise plants. Also impressive is 
the North vista where a view to the San Gabriel 
Mountains is flanked by 18th century statuary. A 
profusion of blooms representing 1,200 different 
cultivars fills the Rose Garden with nearly year-
round beauty and scent. The Japanese Garden 
features a Japanese house perched on the hillside 
overlooking a placid koi pond spanned by a moon 
bridge. Architects and artisans from southern China, 
worked alongside California builders and gardeners 
to create the Chinese Garden, also called “Liu Fang 
Yuan,” or Garden of Flowing Fragrance.
 Botanical education has become central to The 
Huntington’s mission. In the Rose Hills Foundation 
Conservatory for Botanical Science, children and 
families can engage in inquiry-based learning. In the 
adjacent Helen and Peter Bing Children’s Garden, 
the next generation of garden enthusiasts can 
explore the wonders of the natural world in a playful 
one-acre garden designed around the themes of 
earth, air, light, and water.  Reception sponsored 
by Huntington Library, Art Collections and Botanical 
Gardens (www.huntington.org).     

(Top) Desert Garden view and (bottom) Rose Garden 
Tempietto view at The Huntington. (photos courtesy of The 
Huntington)

http://www.huntington.org/
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 We’re also working on rebranding our 
Association to bring it more in line with the 21st 
century. Jo ellen Meyers sharp has put together 
a Strategic Communications Committee to work 
on that and they’ve had their first meeting, so you’ll 
be getting more news soon. In the meantime, try 
using this byline: GWA — the Association of Garden 
Communicators. This will be a sort of stepping stone 
to what might be our future name.
 Spring also means the vegetable gardening 
season is getting underway and millions of gardeners 
are starting their seeds indoors or getting the first 
seeds into the ground. That means it is time to 
remind them of PAR: Plant a Row for the Hungry. 
The concept is simple — every vegetable gardener 
should plant a few extra tomatoes, potatoes, carrots 
or other vegetable to share with the needy. It doesn’t 
have to be a whole row. A single extra tomato plant 
can provide dozens of fruits for someone who is 
undernourished. So, even an urban gardener, with 
only a small community garden plot, can find room 
for one extra plant and still have something to share. 
In your writings and blogs over the next few weeks, 
or the next time you give a lecture, why not mention 
this? Refer your contacts to the PAR website (www.
gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=par/par_campaign.
html) and help them locate a local food bank (http://
www.feedingamerica.org/find-your-local-foodbank/) 
where their produce will be welcomed. Remember, 
PAR is a GWA-sponsored activity and the very 
best way we’ve found so far to get our name out 
to the general gardening public. Every year tens of 
thousands of gardeners first learn about the Garden 
Writers Association through PAR. Promoting PAR 
can, therefore, be an excellent tool for recruiting 
members.
 So, on with spring…and I’m looking forward 
to meeting all of you at the GWA symposium 
sept. 18-21 in Pasadena.

     Larry Hodgson

President’s Message

diReCTORs
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Thomas J. Mickey (2016 R)   
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 Allegheny County Parks Dept. 
Kate J. Copsey (2016 R)
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Louise Clarke (2015 R)
 Morris Arboretum

RegiOn iii
Linda Nitchman (2016 R)
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Sue Markgraf (2016 R)
 GreenMark Public Relations
Maria Zampini (2015 R)
 UpShoot LLC

RegiOn iV
Linda Askey (2015 N)
 New Leaves
Bob Polomski (2015 R)
 S.C. Extension Horticulturist
Ira Wallace (2016 R)
 Southern Exposure 
 Seed Exchange
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pResidenT  
Larry Hodgson 
 HortiCom, Inc.
ViCe pResidenT 
Kirk Brown 
 John Bartram Lives
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Becky Heath 
 Brent & Becky’s Bulbs

RegiOn V
Bill Adams (2016 N)
 Freelance
Beth Clark (2015 R)
 Freelance
Kevin Gragg (2016 R)
 Oklahoma State University

RegiOn Vi
Nan Sterman (2017 N)
  Plant Soup, Inc.
Pat Munts (2016 R)
 Spokesman Review
Lydia Plunk (2015 R)
 Freelance

RegiOn Vii
Donna Balzer (2015 N)
 Donna Balzer Consulting, Inc.
Steven Biggs (2016 R)
 Freelance 
Ken Brown (2015 R)
 www.gardening-enjoyed.com

seCReTaRy  
Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp
 Write for You!
pasT pResidenT  
Debra Prinzing 
 Freelance

2014-15 GWA
BoArd of directors

n = NATIONAL DIRECTOR  
R = REGIONAL DIRECTOR

Most of you will be well into 
spring when this newsletter 
reaches you. Where I live, 
not so much, although the 
snow should be melting and 
there may be a few patches 
of bare ground here and 
there. It’s time for renewal on 
all levels: let’s make it a time 
for renewal for the Garden 

Writers Association as well.
 As you probably know, after years of sustained 
membership growth, our association has been losing 
members over the last few years. Often these are 
people retiring from the business and who will no 
longer be able to participate in our activities, so that’s 
understandable, yet we need members to keep up 
the wide range of services you so count on. Our 
new Membership Committee, under the charge 
of Randy schultz, is hard at work looking into 
ideas to help us attract new members. I don’t want 
to undercut the committee, but I thought I’d at least 
encourage you to try and convince some of your 
friends and acquaintances to join. 
 There are many people who really should be 
members: garden writers, photographers, bloggers, 
lecturers and indeed, we see many of them at 
GWA-sponsored activities. We’ve always been a 
very welcoming group and let non-members attend 
our regional meetings and Connect meetings, 
we arrange entry for all garden communicators – 
GWA members or not – to trade shows and flower 
shows and help them in various other ways. And 
considering all we offer (just the possibility of free 
legal consultation alone is well worth membership!), 
I think it’s time to encourage these non-members to 
thank us for all the help we’ve given them and join 
us officially, don’t you? We are the only professional 
association for garden communicators in North 
America. To me, it seems logical that anyone who is 
a professional in our field ought to be a member of 
their professional association.

http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=par/par_campaign.html
http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=par/par_campaign.html
http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=par/par_campaign.html
http://www.feedingamerica.org/find-your-local-foodbank/
http://www.feedingamerica.org/find-your-local-foodbank/
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20 Years of Gardeners Growing and Giving

By ANNe MArie VAN NesT

A lot has changed in the world since Plant a Row 
for the Hungry (PAR) was launched 20 years ago. 
Technological advancements, including our present 
state of “interconnectedness” with mobile networked 
devices, offer many ways to save time in our 
daily lives and give us limitless information at our 
fingertips, but all this still won’t put nutritious food on 
every dinner table.  Gardeners, sharing their bounty, 
are the people that can meet this shortfall and make 
a difference in the lives of those in need. 
 Since the harvest season of 1995, gardeners in 
the U.S. and Canada have delivered more than 20 
million pounds of fresh vegetables and fruits to the 
needy through local PAR programs. This means over 
80 million meals have been donated by gardeners. 
All of this has been achieved without government 
subsidy — just people helping people. 
 Just how big is the need for food? The USDA 
reports that in 2013, 49.1 million Americans lived in 
food insecure households. Food insecurity is defined 
as not having reliable access to an adequate amount 
of food for an active, healthy life for all household 
members. The food insecure households (14% of the 
total) represented 33.3 million adults and 15.8 million 
children. 
 Where’s the greatest need? The USDA has 
identified eight states that exhibited significantly 
higher household food insecurity rates than the U.S. 
national average of 14.6%. These were Arkansas 
(21.2%), Mississippi (21.1%), Texas (18.0%), 
Tennessee (17.4%), North Carolina (17.3%), Missouri 
(16.9%), Georgia (16.6%) and Ohio (16.0%). 
These states aren’t the only place where there is 
great need. Feeding America 2014 found that food 
insecurity exists in every county in America. 

 When food becomes scarce, people frequently 
skip meals or eat too little, sometimes going without 
food for a whole day. Families in need frequently 
have to choose between paying for food and 
paying for utilities, transportation, medical care or 
housing. Millions of children are now suffering from 
chronic undernutrition — under-consumption of 
essential nutrients and food energy, reports the Tufts 
University, Friedman School of Nutrition Science. 
Nutrient deficiencies can lead to serious health 
problems, including impaired cognitive development, 
growth failure, physical weakness, anemia and 
stunting.  An extra row of fruits and vegetables 
can go a long way to help those struggling to put 
nutritious food on the table.  
 For 20 years, Plant a Row for the Hungry has 
cultivated local field networks, bringing together 
garden communicators, Master Gardeners and 
the gardening community to help feed those in 
need. Gardeners are asked to plant an extra row of 
vegetables to donate to their local community soup 
kitchens and food banks. There are over 84 million 
households with a yard or garden in the U.S., and if 
every gardener plants one extra row of vegetables 
and donates this surplus to local food agencies and 
soup kitchens, a significant impact will be made to 
wipe out hunger. Reaching the 20 million pounds 
PAR milestone shows us that gardeners can make 
a huge difference — no matter where they tend 
the soil. Now it is time to set the bar even higher! 
There are still hungry people of all ages in need in 
every community. Let’s use our influence to make 
2015 a banner year of 2.5 million pounds of produce 
donations to food banks. 
 What can you do to focus attention on the 
urgent need for healthy, fresh food? Simply ask your 
audience to grow a little extra and donate it to those 

in need. Many GWA members promote PAR to their 
audience every year. Here are some ideas from three 
of our members.
 Jeff Rugg, in Montgomery, Ill., encourages his 
readers, “You do not need a garden to grow fresh 
vegetables. Large pots, tubs and other containers 
may be used. A church, school or business parking 
lot can grow vegetables. How about the idea of all 
the businesses in town adopting a container to see 
which one can grow the most vegetables? Add a 
few flowering plants, and the whole town can be 
decorated in flowers and growing food at the same 
time. That is what the Union County businesses in 
Ohio did with over 60 barrels.”
 In Toronto, ON, Mark Cullen writes, “There 
is a need for fruits, vegetables and herbs at all food 
banks. There is an appetite for these fresh items. So 
the idea is a simple one: When you plant your garden 
this spring, expand its capacity to include more 
tomatoes, squash, carrots, peppers and potatoes 
than you need to feed yourself and your family. Give 
the excess to your local food bank. If you have a tree 
that produces more fruit than you can eat, preserve 
or have time to pick, then call Not Far From the Tree 
— and volunteer pickers will come to your home to 
harvest the excess, and make sure that it is delivered 
to people who need it.”
 george weigel, in Mechanicsburg, Pa., has 
the following advice for other garden communicators, 
“The key to making it work is having convenient 
drop-off spots where gardeners can take their 
produce. I knew the Harrisburg area already had a 
prepared-food rescue program called Channels Food 

Continued on page 5
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Rescue that Jean Beatty had started a few years 
earlier. When I told Jean about the new program, 
she was excited and said that fresh, nutritious food 
is especially needed. Channels picks up prepared, 
but unserved, food from hotels, hospitals, caterers, 
restaurants and other food-service operations and 
delivers it to some 60 soup kitchens, shelters and 
other anti-hunger agencies in Dauphin, Cumberland 
and York counties. Unlike food banks, Channels 
doesn’t warehouse food. It uses refrigerated trucks to 
pick up and deliver — usually the same or next day.”

About Plant a Row for the Hungry
Plant a Row for the Hungry is a dynamic, non-
governmental solution to hunger in North America. 
The 501(c)(3) charity program is run under the 
umbrella of the Garden Writers Association 
Foundation and encourages people of all ages 
to start PAR gardens to help the hungry in their 
communities. Local food banks, soup kitchens and 
service organizations need fresh produce to help 
feed the hungry. PAR provides focus, direction, 
training and support to more than 350 volunteer 
committees that promote herb, vegetable and 
community gardening at the local level. PAR also 
assists in coordinating with the local food collection 
and collecting donation statistics. 

paR Hotline 877.492.2727
 For information on how to become involved, visit 
the Plant a Row website.
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Keynote Speakers
GWA Annual Symposium
The Road from pasadena
Dr. ChArles r. hAll

The future of the 
ornamental horticulture 
industry is at a 
crossroads. On the one 
hand, a rosy (pardon 
the Pasadena pun) 
picture can be painted. 
But on the other 
hand, there are many 
challenges looming. 
In this presentation, 
Charlie will pick his 
way among the thorny 
issues (economic, demographic, and otherwise) and 
elaborate on exactly what actions are needed to keep 
this industry blooming. In addition, he will point to the 
messaging that will resonate with the end consumer 
to ensure their continued participation in gardening 
and landscaping. Garden writers have a distinctive 
role to play in disseminating these messages, which 
means that their educational roles may differ from 
what they have traditionally been. In other words, 
garden writing of the future may look markedly 
different than it does today!
 Dr. Charles R. Hall is the Ellison Chair in 
International Floriculture at Texas A&M University.  

permission to dazzle
Mr. ADAM sChWerNer

Today’s trends in 
horticulture are a 
dizzying array of new 
products, new plants, 
conflicting innovations 
and mind boggling 
complex rules and 
regulations. The man 
who exhibited brightly 
painted, but dead 
trees, Adam Schwerner 
believes that public 
horticulture should challenge the public by not 
following the rules. His personal journey illustrates 
his commitment to creating a dialogue over public 
horticulture as art using many of the elements and 
principles of architectural design. The public views 
of his many installations have engaged, enraged, 
surprised, thrilled, entertained, annoyed, and been 
hailed as masterpieces of urban revival! Hear 
his story of wanting to give people permission to 
experiment with and experience the true wonders of 
this natural world. Travel with him to understand the 
true “Genius of the place…”. 
 Mr. Adam Schwerner is Director of Disneyland 
Resort Horticulture & Resort Enhancement.

http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=par/index.html
http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/err-economic-research-report/err173.aspx
http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/err-economic-research-report/err173.aspx
http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/err-economic-research-report/err173.aspx
http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/err-economic-research-report/err173.aspx
http://www.nfesh.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Spotlight-on-Food-Insecurity-among-Senior-Americans-2011.pdf
http://www.nfesh.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Spotlight-on-Food-Insecurity-among-Senior-Americans-2011.pdf
http://www.nfesh.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Spotlight-on-Food-Insecurity-among-Senior-Americans-2011.pdf
http://www.feedingamerica.org/hunger-in-america/our-research/map-the-meal-gap/2012/2012-mapthemealgap-exec-summary.pdf
http://www.feedingamerica.org/hunger-in-america/our-research/map-the-meal-gap/2012/2012-mapthemealgap-exec-summary.pdf
http://www.feedingamerica.org/hunger-in-america/our-research/map-the-meal-gap/2012/2012-mapthemealgap-exec-summary.pdf
http://help.feedingamerica.org/HungerInAmerica/hunger-in-america-2014-full-report.pdf
http://help.feedingamerica.org/HungerInAmerica/hunger-in-america-2014-full-report.pdf
http://help.feedingamerica.org/HungerInAmerica/hunger-in-america-2014-full-report.pdf
http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=par/index.html
http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=par/index.html
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executive director’s report

Robert C. LaGasse 
Executive Director

Make Plans 
for Pasadena
The 67th GWA Annual 
Symposium program is 
virtually complete with only 
a few details needed to 
launch our major program 
announcement for the 
sept. 18-21 event of 
the year. The speakers 

program will be posted online first; so, watch for 
an announcement and early online registration 
information.

Hotel Blocks Are Open
The first step in preparing to attend this year’s 
meeting is to reserve your hotel room as early 
as possible. We offer two hotels for members, 
depending on whether you are a Hilton or Sheraton 
rewards fan. The Sheraton Hotel is closer to the 
convention center where all meeting activities will be 
held. The Hilton is a block away, which according to 
my Fitbit, is approximately 600 paces door to door. 
It is an easy walk, but a shuttle is available for those 
who prefer to ride.
 We recommend you reserve your room online 
from the GWA website. The official dates of the 
meeting are sept. 18-21. Discounted room space 
prior to and after the official meeting dates is very 
limited; so, if you plan to come significantly early or 
stay later, you may need to pay higher rates for those 
dates.

Regional Meetings
Several of our very successful spring regional 
meetings have already occurred, and we thank all 
our Regional Directors and volunteers who made 
them possible. We also have several early summer 
events in development. Look for announcements 
coming soon.

Connect Meetings
I was recently asked why we don’t list Connect 
meetings, which surprised me because we do. All 
GWA Connect events are included in listings for 
regional meeting activities and have been for the 
past year. And, while every meeting is identified on 
its information page as a Regional or Connect event, 
allowing your mouse to hover over the date listing 
in the navigation menu will also identify the event as 
either a Regional or Connect meeting.
 Another frequent question is what is different 
about a Connect meeting versus a Regional meeting. 
The most uncomplicated answer is that Connect 
meetings have no educational or tour program. 
Connects are what they say, opportunities for 
members to connect and network.

R.I.P.
I am sad to report that doreen Howard has 
passed after a long illness. A brief In Memoriam 
is shown on page 26 with no obit as her husband, 
Peter, informed us Doreen didn’t want an obit. 
However, we just have to acknowledge that Doreen 
was a very strong supporter of the Plant a Row for 

the Hungry program and was responsible for taking 
the campaign statewide in Illinois. We will miss her 
enthusiasm and dedication as well as her great talent 
as a garden communicator.
 Over the past year, it seems as if various local 
hunger programs for gardeners are the trendy 
new thing for media, but GWA and Plant a Row for 
the Hungry have raised over 20 million pounds of 
produce to help feed the hungry in local communities 
for the past 20 years. If you are not actively engaged 
in promoting PAR with your readers/viewers, find out 
how you can be part of the most successful, garden-
based hunger relief program by visiting the PAR 
pages of the GWA website.

Garden Media Awards
Awards entries are in. Judging begins immediately. 
Look for an announcement of Silver Award recipients 
in the June Q&T. Gold Award recipients will be 
announced at the Awards Banquet held at the 67th 
GWA Annual Symposium in Pasadena sept. 21.

It has been a long, hard winter, and as we move into 
spring, we appreciate your support and participation. 
Please let us know how we can serve your needs 
throughout this year.
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GWA Members Eligible for Complimentary Registration at Cultivate’15

By DiANe BlAzek

The GWA Association Outreach Task Force, charged 
with expanding awareness of our members to various 
industry associations, has planned for GWA to have 
a major presence at the horticulture industry’s largest 
trade show, Cultivate’15. Following the success of 
the 2014 event, the task force has again arranged 
for GWA members to gain special access to the 
trade show, educational sessions and other valuable 
networking events. 
 AmericanHort, the association that organizes 
the Cultivate show, has generously granted GWA 
members a special complimentary pass (worth 
$350) to the show, sessions and other events. The 
educational sessions and tours begin July 11. 
(The trade show runs Sunday through Tuesday, 
July 12-14.) GWA members can email Laura 
Kunkle before June 15 in order to receive their 
special complimentary GWA member pass. For more 
detailed information about Cultivate, the exhibition 
and the educational sessions, please go to their 
website: www.AmericanHort.org/Cultivate. This 
event is held at the Greater Columbus Convention 
Center in Columbus, Ohio. Hotel rooms can be 
reserved at http://www.cultivate15.org/.  
 GWA will have a booth on the trade show 
floor (#1525). Anyone willing to volunteer to work 
the booth for an hour or so should contact diane 
Blazek (dblazek@aas-ngb.org) by July 1 with 
your schedule of availability. Working the booth is a 
great way to meet growers, garden center retailers 
and others who could use your skills. 
 The presence of the Garden Writers Association 
at Cultivate’15 will serve two primary purposes: 

(1) to expose our members and their talents to 
potential clients; and (2) to explain the value of GWA 
membership to potential new members. This is an 
extremely valuable networking opportunity that you 
should not miss!

Additional Events You Should Attend

2015 Tour de la novelle 
Every year, a majority of the breeders and growers 
showcase their newest varieties in the Cultivate 
New Varieties Zone. There, you will find tables 
and tables and rows and rows of new varieties of 
annuals, vegetables, perennials, woody ornamentals, 
nursery stock and more. As a special service to GWA 
member attendees, Josh Schneider from Cultivaris 
will lead a highly entertaining and informative tour 
of the New Varieties Zone on Sunday afternoon 
from 4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. Members should meet 

in the New Varieties Zone at the far north entrance 
(E pod area) of the Columbus Convention Center at 
4:00 p.m. to begin the tour. Signage will direct you 
to the New Varieties Zone. Then, after the tour, join 
thousands of other horticulture professionals at the 
block party on Main Street.

Block party on Main street 
You attend trade shows to make connections. Join 
the exhibitors, growers, garden center retailers and 
other attendees for a cocktail hour, compliments 
of AmericanHort. Just step outside the trade 
show doors July 12 at 5:00 p.m. and grab a free 
beverage. Take a load off and enjoy!  

evening of excellence 
Meister Media (Greenhouse Grower, Today’s Garden 
Center) cordially invites you to a special industry 
awards presentation where you will get a sneak peak 
at new varieties (not available to consumers until 
2016) that have been nominated for the Medal of 
Excellence Award for excellence in breeding. There 
are three categories of awards: Readers’ Choice, 
Industry’s Choice and Editor’s Choice. Join the fun 
July 13 at 5:15 p.m. in Grand Ballroom 2 in the 
Columbus Convention Center. To see last year’s 
award winners, click here.  

saturday sing along
Join industry enthusiasts July 11 at 8:00 p.m. at 
the Hilton Columbus Downtown for an opening night 
of fun, music and camaraderie, sponsored by Peace 

Continued on page 8

mailto:laurak@americanhort.org?subject=GWA's Cultivate Registration
mailto:laurak@americanhort.org
mailto:laurak@americanhort.org
www.AmericanHort.org/Cultivate
http://www.cultivate15.org/
mailto:dblazek@aas-ngb.org
http://www.cultivaris.com/
http://www.mobilemaplets.com/thumbnails/5272_thumbnail-1024.jpg
http://www.greenhousegrower.com/grower-of-the-year/greenhouse-grower-thrilled-to-honor-2014-medal-of-excellence-winners/#/BlackoutGallery/61513/6/


page 8 quill & Trowel newsleTTer       no. 2     APril 2015

The following Regional Meetings are scheduled for 2015. Additional information will be posted 
online at www.gardenwriters.org and in future issues of the Quill & Trowel newsletter.

regional  & connect Meetings Tree Farm and North Creek Nursery, along with 
AmericanHort and Hilton Hotels. Catch up with old 
acquaintances, meet new ones and prep yourself 
for an immersion in horticulture goodness. The 
people you meet here are sure to become excellent 
resources and extremely helpful professional 
contacts.

press Luncheon
AmericanHort will host a press luncheon July 13 
in the Columbus Convention Center 12:00 noon 
– 1:30 p.m. Garden writers are welcome to attend 
the luncheon compliments of AmericanHort and 
Cultivate’15. To register for the luncheon simply email 
Laura Kunkle. Deadline to sign up for the luncheon is 
June 15. 

gwa Connect Meeting 
GWA Region III will conduct a GWA Connect 
Meeting July 13 at 1:30 p.m. July 13, in the 
Greater Columbus Convention Center following 
the AmericanHort press luncheon. GWA National 
Director denise schreiber and GWA National 
Secretary Jo ellen Meyers sharp will lead 
the group with a brief meeting and introductions, 
followed by networking and member updates. It’s 
always great to have a face to go with a name and 
to meet like-minded individuals who share a common 
love of plants; so, please plan to join us for this 
informal Connect Meeting with fellow GWA members. 
Registration is free, and non-members and visitors are 
welcome, too!

we need you!
Spread the word about this wonderful event and 
opportunity! If you attended last year, please tell 
your peers the value you gained by attending. If 
you didn’t attend, now is your chance to do so. 
Proudly display your GWA Member ribbon (handed 
out at registration) while at the show to help raise 
awareness of our organization. 
 

Continued from page 7

Friday, June 12

sustainability & pope Francis:
The greening of philadelphia

philadelphia, pa
7:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

registration fee: By May 15 By June 5
GWA members $40/person $50/person
Non-members $55/person $65/person
Registration/Cancellation deadline: June 5

• Morning photo shoot — An opportunity to 
photograph on the ground of Morris Arboretum prior 
to its opening to the public

• registration, coffee morning network & 
greetings — Morris Arboretum Visitor’s Center

• Touring the public arboretum at Morris — An 
opportunity to tour on your own or participate 
in a variety of docent-guided tours of the public 
world of horticulture in this historic garden. At your 
own timing, travel with your own transportation to 
Bloomfield Farm — on the ground of Morris 
Arboretum but not open to the general public.

• Business meeting — Educational programming: 
“Behind-the-Scenes of Growing Morris”

• Tour Bloomfield Farm
• Lunch down on the farm. Concluding lunch, 
attendees travel on their own to the Phs tour of 
Pop Up Gardens in Philadelphia.

region 2
• Programming & tours of urban gardening 
programs & horticultural initiatives of the 
Pennsylvania horticultural society. This is the 
summer of Pope Francis’ visit to Philadelphia 
along with an estimated crowd of 1,000,000. see 
what Phs is doing to green the city & greet this 
momentous crowd!

Contact: Kirk Brown (vista6211@verizon.net)
For the latest details, visit: Region II: Philadelphia, PA

Connect Meetings
Friday, June 12

5:00 p.m., philadelphia, pa

See information in the right column of this page.

Contact: Kirk Brown (vista6211@verizon.net)

Monday, July 13
1:30 p.m. p.m.

greater Columbus Convention Center
Columbus, OH

See information in the right column of this page.

Contact: Kirk Brown (vista6211@verizon.net)

mailto:laurak@americanhort.org?subject=Press Luncheon attendance
mailto:laurak@americanhort.org
mailto:vista6211@verizon.net
http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/region2_6_12.html
mailto:vista6211@verizon.net
mailto:vista6211@verizon.net
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Rockdale County 
PAR Garden
By sTeVe D. PeTTis, Jr.

The Rockdale County (Georgia) Master Gardener 
Extension Volunteers in cooperation with 
The Georgia Power Retirees Association, using 
land donated by Dixie Graphics, have created an 
officially registered charitable Plant a Row for the 
Hungry (PAR) vegetable garden. Rockdale Master 
Gardeners took this concept to the next level by 
creating a 3,000 sq.ft. garden and donating their 
harvest to the Rockdale Emergency Relief (RER) 
organization, a local charity that provides food for 
families in need.
 In 2012, a HARC Grant in the amount of $2,000 
dollars was awarded to improve the PAR garden. 
The grant funds were requested to help increase 
the productivity of the garden by purchasing soil 
amendments, installing drip irrigation and applying 
fertilizer. Also, funds were to be used to print 
cookbooks that would instruct the RER clients how to 
properly and safely prepare their vegetables.
 During the 2012 growing season more than 
3,200 pounds and in 2014, over 2,300 pounds of 
vegetables were delivered to Rockdale Emergency 
Relief. Rockdale Master Gardener Extension 
Volunteers have reported for 2014 a total of 583 

volunteer hours, spread among 13 Master Gardener 
volunteer at $22.25/hour = $12,972.00 value. This 
does not count the six to eight Georgia Power 
retirees who gave their time.
 Katie Hiers, the UGA Family and Consumer 
Sciences Agent for Rockdale County, provided 15 
hours of support to RER clients, teaching cooking 
classes utilizing the specific PAR vegetables 
available at the time of the growing season and 
emphasizing food safety. Mrs. Hiers designed and 
produced handouts for each program participant to 
include food safety guidelines, recipes and helpful 
tips on how to incorporate nutritious vegetables into 
everyday meals. 
 Additionally, the Rockdale Master Gardener 
Association donated 65 Master Gardener Cookbooks 
to RER clients at a value of $975 so that they 
might be better able to prepare the vegetables they 
received. The cookbooks contain basic gardening 
information as well. 
 More than 250 UGA publications (both FACS 
and College of AG) have been distributed to RER 
users. 

Photos from the garden and some 
of the many volunteers.

Thank You to Our New Sponsors!
For 75 years, sUpeRthrive 
has helped home gardeners 
and professionals alike create 
and maintain lush, beautiful 
and tasty gardens. At Vitamin 
Institute, we are proud to support the GWAF PAR initiative as 
a Silver Sponsor. It is a pleasure to be a part of these efforts 
to encourage readers and listeners to plant an extra row of 
produce to give back from the overflow to those in need. 
 SUPERthrive encourages the natural building blocks 
that plants make themselves under optimum conditions. It 
is a highly concentrated, non-polluting vitamin solution 
that invigorates all variety of greenery and is equally 
suited for hydroponics, hydro-seeding and foliar spraying.
 Patrisha Thomson continues her father’s dedication 
to proven results, working closely with growers to 
integrate contemporary research with SUPERthrive’s 
proven formula. “My whole idea is to try to leave the world 
better off wherever I touch it” — Dr. John A. A. Thomson 
– Inventor of SUPERthrive

The GreenView Fertilizer 
brand of Lebanon 
Seaboard Corporation in 
Lebanon, Pa., is excited to become a Bronze sponsor 
of the GWAF PAR initiative. As we get set to launch our 
new plant food line we were looking for just the right 
cause that would allow us to showcase the product 
benefits of the fertilizer we sell, in a way which benefits 
others. The bigger, healthier plants that can be grown tie 
in nicely with creating a more bountiful harvest — more 
food, less hunger. We were also excited to be able to 
have an impact on a more local level, giving back to the 
community where we work and live. 
 We are creating a staff garden onsite at our Lebanon 
plant location, with 100% of the produce being donated 
to a few Central Pennsylvania Food Bank agency 
partners from our area.  We look forward to establishing a 
relationship with the local programs serving individuals in 
need right here in Central Pennsylvania. Wish us luck as 
we get that garden started!
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tech today. . .

Continued on page 11

Social Media Revisited
By DouG GreeN

Regular readers know I’m wary of social media and 
how it’s used by different writers. The first thing is to 
understand the role of social media in the average 
person’s life. It’s social. Yeah, that sounds about 
right, but what it means is people don’t go to a 
social media site with the express purpose of buying 
something. They go to hang out with friends, maybe 
drop in on a few different interest areas and enjoy 
themselves. Want to see the latest picture of the 
grandkids? Want to know what your nut-job uncle is 
doing? It’s “social stuff” and not “buying stuff.”
 An important point that demands raising at the 
beginning is these corporations, Facebook, Pinterest, 
Google, Goodreads/Amazon, etc., are not your 
friends. They are companies that survive by meeting 
their own needs. And for the record, I have no 
problem with that. The short form of the agreement 
you sign might read, “Their site, their rules.” And to 
make life fascinating, they change the rules regularly.
 Another issue we face is one of content and 
who owns that content. I can hear you saying, “I own 
my own content, my writing, my photography.” My 
answer is “maybe.”  To understand this problem, it’s 
necessary to take a step or two back and explore 
Facebook’s behavior. And where Facebook goes, the 
rest are sure to follow.
 Many of us created reader follower lists using 
Facebook author pages. But then Facebook adjusted 
reader news feeds to deliver the content readers 
responded to regularly.  If a reader liked your note 
on your author page, they got to read more. No likes, 
and you disappeared from their stream. This holds 
equally true for both friends and pages you’ve liked 
and ignored.
 That makes sense and was an incentive for 

authors to make their posts more interesting. Writing 
responsive headlines became critical. Led by 
Buzzfeed, who worked out the best click-through-
rates, we now have “You won’t believe how stupid 
this cat was?” headlines. There was a rumor at the 
time of writing that Facebook was about to clamp 
down on this kind of misleading or false headline. 
Many of us worked at increasing our engagement — 
answering questions, spending time on Facebook, 
etc.
 But, then Facebook decided it needed to make 
more money. So, it further reduced the frequency of 
posts shown to those who liked our pages (currently 
under 16%) and suggested we might pay for the 
privilege of having them shown. The percentage of 
“free” posts to readers has dropped steadily over 
the past two years and this is expected to continue 
until an average of 2% of your unadvertised posts 
make it through to readers. Great interaction will hold 
this percentage higher, but we can expect a further 
erosion over the next year.
 As I write this, Facebook has made it clear that 
video links from Youtube will be treated less favorably 
than direct uploads to Facebook itself. If you upload 
to Youtube, your video will languish. If you upload 
directly to Facebook, your video will gain extra 
brownie points and will be shown. Facebook wants 
you to upload directly and we can expect to see this 
more and more with other content. Put a link to your 
blog and your content becomes less visible. Put the 
content (words or pictures) up directly and it will be 
seen. Facebook wants to host your content. It wants 
to be your publisher and you’ll either agree to do this 
or you’ll become more invisible.
 But, remember the agreement you signed, “Their 
site, their rules.” You can agree or become invisible.

Strategies For Success
I’ve decided to control my own content. My main 
objective of my site is to get visitors to sign up for my 
newsletter or site updates. This will cost me visibility 
on all social media sites, but I’m old-fashioned 
enough to want to control my content.
 I focus on things that generate traffic. For 

example, I have “Share This” buttons on every page. 
Translating percentages of shares, etc., to actual 
visitors, my emphasis has switched from Facebook 
to Pinterest. In a recent analysis, 50 “shares” to 
Facebook generated two visits, while 21 “pins” to 
Pinterest generated 18 visits. Facebook garnered 
more shares but generated less traffic.
 I use Sumome.com (free versions) for all my 
html and Wordpress social media code in the 
recommended action steps below.

Social Signals Important
So why not abandon Facebook? There’s a thing 
called a “social signal” that is a growing factor in 
establishing your Google page rank now. Google 
measures reader involvement on your site and can 
track that involvement back to Facebook, Pinterest, 
etc. The more reader involvement, the higher you’ll 
score on Google.
 The thing you need to consider is that social 
media doesn’t create an author channel. At its best, 
it enhances an existing channel. So, it’s something 
you do in order to enhance the relationship with your 
readers, but it’s not a particularly effective way to 
reach new readers. This is more and more true as 
Facebook makes the changes outlined above.

Specific Action Steps
(1) I had a regular Wordpress commenting system 

on my Wordpress blogs and a Facebook 
commenting app on my html sites. I changed both 
to Livefyre (but there are two others to choose 
from - Disqus and IntenseDebate.) Readers can 
sign into their preferred social media site (or none 
at all) and their comments show up in their feeds 
as well as my site. Google can now track my 
social signals directly from both the comments 
and from the share stats. Recommendation: Ditch 
the native Wordpress commenting and install one 
of these three.

(2) Start a newsletter (aweber or mailchimp are 
excellent hosts) (sumome signup systems)

http://sumome.com/
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Continued from page 12

(3) Install Pinterest tags on all images. (sumome)
(4) Install some form of Sharing button on the bottom 

of all articles. (sumome)
(5) Use software such as Buffer or Hootsuite to 

schedule social media posts. Visit each site once 
a day for a few seconds to catch up.

doug green is a GWA Award of Merit winner for 
writing, is currently consolidating websites, writing 
eBooks, and focusing on new media as he semi-
retires to his garden.

sustainability

Like Bees to Honey
Can bees support themselves equally well on native species and native cultivars?

By MArCiA TATe

The function of native plants in sustaining healthy 
ecosystems has become a hot topic in the green 
industry, often provoking spirited discussion. Add 
native cultivars or “nativars” to the mix, and things get 
complicated.
 “We promote native plants for their ecological 
benefits, yet little is understood about the benefits 
of native cultivars versus open-pollinated native 
species,” says Annie White, doctoral candidate 
and Adjunct Lecturer at the University of Vermont’s 
Ecological Landscape Design Department of Plant 
& Soil Science. “There is a tremendous amount of 
variation in the origin of native cultivars, how they are 
propagated and the desirable traits for which they are 
maintained,” she explains.
 White began conducting a controlled field study 
of sun-loving herbaceous perennials four years ago. 
She chose 14 native species, paired with a commonly 
used cultivar, to determine whether cultivars of 
native flowering plants are as attractive to beneficial 
pollinators and provide the same nectar and pollen 
resources as true native species. Learn more about 
her project at www.pollinatorgardens.org. 

A Pollinator’s Perspective
Beyond their role in human agriculture, pollinators 
orchestrate the reproduction of more than 85% of 
the world’s flowering plants. Environmental stressors 
have contributed to their severe and persistent 
decline. In an effort to reverse pollinator losses and 
help restore populations to healthy levels, President Continued on page 12

Obama created a federal strategy to promote their 
health.

Over the past few decades, there has 
been a significant loss of pollinators 
— including honey bees, native bees, 
birds, bats and butterflies — from the 
environment. The problem is serious and 
poses a significant challenge that needs to 
be addressed to ensure the sustainability 
of our food production systems, avoid 
additional economic impacts on the 
agricultural sector, and protect the health 
of the environment. (The White House, 
Office of the Press Secretary, June 20, 
2014)

 Thousands of years of coevolution have 
produced many specialist pollinators, creating 
mutually beneficial relationships with specific plants. 
These “specialists” are the hardest hit when global 
climate change, pollution and habitat loss negatively 
affect wild populations of native flora. This is tragically 
evident in the plight of the monarch butterfly due to 
the loss of its larval host plant, the milkweed. 
 “If we look at it from the pollinator’s perspective, 
the question becomes, are they getting the same 
nutritional value from the nativars as they do from 
native progenitors?” asks Dr. Damon Waitt, Senior 
Director and Botanist at the Lady Bird Johnson 
Wildflower Center in Austin, Texas. The Wildflower 
Center (www.wildflower.org) has partnered with the 
Xerces Society to help gardeners find thousands of 
plants that sustain bees and butterflies.

 Waitt, the Wildflower Center’s botanical authority 
authored its Native Plant Information Network. “It’s 
an exciting field right now. The old question was just 
native vs. exotic. This is a much finer resolution of 
that question.” 

Native Bee Season
A critical service 
that plants provide 
throughout the 
pollinating year 
(not just in spring 
and summer) is 
the availability 
of quality floral 
resources. There 
are 4,000 species 
of native bees in 
the U. S., 1,600 of 
them in California, 
where “bee season” 
starts in mid-December and lasts through October. 

Bumblebee (Bombus) pollinating 
an echinacea tennesseensis in the trial 
gardens at Mt. Cuba. (photo courtesy of 
Marcia Tate)

http://www.pollinatorgardens.org
http://www.wildflower.org
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/
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Dr. Gordon Frankie, a research entomologist 
in the Division of Insect Biology, College of 
Natural Resources, University of California, 
Berkeley, specializes in the behavioral ecology of 
solitary bees in wild land and urban environments 
of California and Costa Rica. He notes, “Bees have 
seasonal emergence patterns, which means that 
different species emerge from their nests at different 
times of the year. They have timed their emergence 
with the bloom of native flowers they prefer to forage 
on.” His studies on native bee diversity in California 
cities is at www.helpabee.org.

New Research into Cultivars
There has been little assessment of the ecological 
value of native plant cultivars. In a recent partnership 
between Mt. Cuba Center and the University of 
Delaware, new research is being conducted by Drs. 
Douglas Tallamy and Deborah Delaney to identify 
garden plants that sustain bees, butterflies and other 
insects. 
 “Currently, when you go to the garden 
center, you can select plants based on their color, 
showiness, bloom time and hardiness. We want to 
help gardeners also select plants that provide the 

most value for wildlife and support biodiversity,” says 
Eileen Boyle, Director of Education and Research, 
at Mt. Cuba Center. In an effort to add “ecological 
value” to the list of traits of native cultivars, two 
projects were initiated last year.
 One study is to determine whether cultivars 
of native plants support food webs as well as their 
parent species do. “The straight species has a lot 
of variability. In order to perpetuate a trait, we tend 
to clone, which eliminates genetic diversity,” says 
Professor Tallamy, who chairs the Department of 
Entomology and Wildlife Ecology at the University of 
Delaware. 
 Emily Baisden, a Mt. Cuba Center Fellow, will 
assist Tallamy in comparing ecological function in 
parent species with cultivars of selected woody 
plants that have been enhanced for specific traits, 
such as change in leaf color (green to purple; green 
to variegation), plant habit (compact or upright 
forms), enhanced fall color, enhanced disease 
resistance and increased fruiting. The number 
and diversity of insect herbivores that use both the 
parent species and cultivars will be documented and 
analyzed.
 Determining the ecological role of flowering 
plants as nutritional forage for pollinators is the focus 

Resources 

Annie White’s Research —  www.pollinatorgardens.org
Presidential Memorandum — www.whitehouse.gov
Ladybird Johnson Wildflower Ctr. —  www.wildflower.org
UC Berkley Urban Bee Lab — www.helpabee.org
Mt. Cuba Center —  www.mtcubacenter.org/horticultural-research/ecological-research-1/
Dr. Tallamy’s Research —  Complete Proposal 
Dr. Delaney’s Research —  Complete Proposal
Digital Pollen Library —  www.discoverlife.org
The Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation  —  www.xerces.org
Pollinator Week & the Pollinator Partnership   —  www.pollinator.org
Raising Native Bees at home — www.crownbees.com 

Continued from page 11

of the other project at Mt. Cuba Center.  Delaney, 
Assistant Professor, Entomology & Wildlife Ecology 
at the University of Delaware, assisted by Mt. 
Cuba Fellow Owen Cass, will determine if there 
are differences in the nutritional value of pollen and 
nectar from various cultivars specific to honeybees 
and native bumblebees. They are working with 
cultivars of beebalm (Monarda spp.) and tickseed 
(Coreopsis spp.) plants.
 “From previous research, we know that there 
is an oily layer, called the pollenkit, on most pollen 
grains that has various odors. While we cannot smell 
those odors, bees and most, if not all, pollinators 
can,” says Delaney. “They’re specifically designed 
to attract insects and are the building blocks for all 
new bees.” Bees obtain nutrition and energy by 
assimilating carbohydrates from nectar and protein 
from pollen to ensure proper development and 
overall longevity. This project is also creating a digital 
pollen library accessible at www.discoverlife.org.

Bee Part of the Solution!
As garden professionals, we have a stake in 
sustaining the future resiliency of the Earth’s 
biosphere. We can help by promoting pollinators 
during Pollinator Week beginning June 15. To get 
involved, visit www.pollinator.org. 
 “Some day we may be able to go to our local 
garden center and buy Echinacea ‘Nectar Plenty’, 
perhaps a little less showy but with twice the nectar 
of other cultivars.” says Tallamy. Wouldn’t that be 
great?

Marcia Tate is a garden coach, designer, 
photographer & writer specializing in native plants 
and sustainable gardening. In addition to her horticul-
tural work with private and commercial clients, Marcia 
is a popular speaker and workshop leader at regional 
gardens, industry conferences and garden clubs. 
(www.gardeninfluence.com; www.marciatate.com)

http://www.helpabee.org
http://www.pollinatorgardens.org
http://www.whitehouse.gov
http://www.wildflower.org
https://d2vsp3qmody48p.cloudfront.net/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2014/06/Mt-Cuba-cultivars-grant-tallamy.pdf
https://d2vsp3qmody48p.cloudfront.net/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2014/06/Pages-Mt-Cuba-Delaney.pdf
http://www.discoverlife.org
http://www.xerces.org
http://www.pollinator.org
http://www.crownbees.com
http://www.discoverlife.org
http://www.pollinator.org
http://www.gardeninfluence.com/
http://www.marciatate.com/
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Should You Give Your Work Away?

By MArk TurNer

I frequently get emails or phone calls from people 
asking me to donate my photography. These 
requests come from commercial businesses, 
publications, students, non-profit organizations, 
teachers and fellow members of GWA who need a 
photo for a lecture. Most of the time my answer is 
“no, I need to be paid for my work.” Photography is 
how I support my family and good karma doesn’t pay 
the gas bill. However, there are times when I’ll grant 
someone a no-fee limited license to use one or more 
of my photos.
 Deciding when to grant free usage is a personal 
choice, but I think each photographer (and this 
applies to writers as well) must have a set of criteria 
that guide their decision. It doesn’t matter whether 
you’re a full-time photographer or an amateur 
who creates images just for your own personal 
satisfaction and enjoyment. When you give your work 
away, it lowers the perceived value of photography 
for everyone in the marketplace.

Never for Free
Commercial businesses should understand they 
need to pay a license fee for every photo they use, 
because in the end, they expect to make a profit. 
They wouldn’t want to use your photo if it didn’t 
contribute in some way to their bottom line.
 I once got a request from a timber company 
wanting to license several of my wildflower photos 

in a handbook for their timber cruisers, so they 
could learn to recognize rare plants that should be 
protected. They were only going to print a few of the 
books, for internal use only, and I strongly support 
protecting rare species. But, I refused to give them 
my work without compensation.
 Publishers, and by extension individual writers, 
charged with coming up with illustrations, should also 
expect to pay for photo use. It’s rare that a photo 
editor at a book or magazine publisher requests free 
use, but it’s becoming more common at newspapers.
 Where it gets trickier is working with an author 
who has a “one price” contract with a publisher for 
words and photos. Sometimes they’re able to get 
their publisher to spring for the license fee for photos 
they can’t create themselves. But, often the author 
is stuck paying for photos from their own (generally 
small) earnings from the book.

Sometimes Free
There are occasions when I’ll let an individual or 
group use my photos for free, or even create new 
work for them at no charge. There must be some 
benefit for me, or the use is so small that the user 
can’t afford to pay, or it’s for a local organization I 
strongly support.
 Non-profit organizations sometimes think 
that just because they’re non-profit they should 
get photography free or at a substantial discount. 
Remember that non-profit is just a business and 
tax structure and doesn’t necessarily reflect how 

much money passes through the organization each 
year. Some non-profits are huge, with very well-paid 
executives and a large professional staff. I’ll never 
give my work to these big groups for free; they can 
and should pay.
 The non-profit groups I’ll consider giving my work 
to are generally small, local and have few, if any, paid 
staff. The group also needs to be aligned with my 
own interests, goals and activities. A good question to 
ask before giving work to a group is, “Would I support 
this organization with my time and/or hard-earned 

My own backyard is often my subject; we chose the property in large part for 
the photo appeal. This image of our woodland border with red elderberries 
and thimbleberries was made last April and will appear this spring in a 
garden magazine, one of my regular customers. Magazines don’t always 
pay as much as we’d like, but there’s value in good relationships and repeat 
business.

Photographer’s corner
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dollars?” If the 
answer is yes, then 
I’m more likely to let 
them use my photos 
for free. An example 
is the Whatcom Land 
Trust, a small local 
organization working 
to protect land in 
the county where I 
live. I’ve given them 
a limited license to 
many photographs 
published in two 
books they’ve sold 
as a fundraiser and 

public outreach tool.
 But, just because 
a group is small and 
benefits the land, 

doesn’t mean I’ll always give my work for free. I got a 
request last month from another Land Trust, this one 
250 miles away, wanting one photo of an uncommon 
plant to use on a trailhead informational kiosk. I 
declined to give my work away, and they agreed to 
pay my license fee.
 Very small Uses: When I get a request from 
a student wanting to use a photo in a class project, 
research paper or thesis presentation, I’ll usually 
grant their request for a no-fee license, as long as I 
don’t have to do any extra work. That means they’re 
okay with using the watermarked copy they found on 
my website. If they need a “clean” file I charge a file 
preparation fee, but still grant the usage for free.
 The same policy applies to speakers who want to 
use one or two of my photos in their digital slideshow. 

If they’re a “big 
name” commanding 
big speaking fees, 
then I expect 
payment, but most 
of the requests I get 
are from people on 
the small community 
garden club circuit.
 Occasionally, 
an amateur painter 
asks to use one 
of my landscapes 
as inspiration for 
a painting and I’ll 
agree. I’ve never 
had a famous 
artist ask, but if I get 
the feeling that the 
derivative painting is 
likely to be sold for 
big bucks, then I’ll ask 
for a license fee.
 Beneficial Relationships: I’ll give my 
photography to a local organization when there’s also 
a benefit to me. Sometimes it’s the publicity value 
and sometimes it’s just working in a very fun way with 
people I like.
 For the past several years, I’ve been doing the 
publicity photography for Fairhaven Girls Night Out, a 
fundraiser for our hospital’s cancer research center. 
I get my business name on the poster, which I also 
design for free, and work with a very fun group of 
women who come to my studio for a couple of hours 
and create images that I likely wouldn’t otherwise 
make. It stretches me creatively, supports a 

Continued from page 13

worthwhile event run entirely by volunteers, and gets 
my name in front of people.
 I also choose to photograph the contestants for 
Miss Whatcom County, a local precursor to Miss 
America. While the national contest is big business, 
at the local level it’s a volunteer effort. Some of the 
contestants are high school students and part of my 
business is photographing high school seniors, so 
there’s a positive business connection. The contest 
coach and the contestants are also fun, easy to work 
with, and respectful of my time.

Photography Has Value
Even in a world when everyone has a camera (think 
cell phones) and millions of photos are created every 
day, there’s value to what we as professionals do. 
Quality photography sells publications, products and 
ideas. If someone else is profiting from our work, so 
should we as the creators. When we give our work 
away for free, or for a very low price, it devalues 
the work of all photographers. It’s very difficult 
to compete against free and make a living as a 
photographer. Think carefully about who you’re giving 
your work to, and why. Someday you may need that 
license fee.
 Oh yeah, I write this column for free, in support of 
an organization that’s given me a lot of value. I also 
hope that one day you’ll need a photograph or two 
and will give me a call, checkbook or credit card in 
hand.

Mark Turner photographs gardens and the natural 
world year-around from his home in Bellingham, 
Washington, near the balmy shore of the Salish Sea.

This plant portrait of kinnikinnick 
(Arctostaphylos uva-ursi) has earned its 
keep. It’s been licensed for a community 
outreach slideshow, been published 
several times in magazines, and appears 
in my Wildflowers of the Pacific Northwest 
book and the Washington Wildflowers 
smartphone app.

This photo of tall bugbane (Cimicifuga 
elata), a rare species found in the 
Columbia Gorge, was requested for free 
use on a trailhead information kiosk. The 
non-profit agreed to pay my license fee.
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Charlie Nardozzi presents at Gardener’s Supply 
Company in Burlington, Vt., on “Grapes, Currants 
and Gooseberries” apr. 18 and on “Pruning” apr. 
18 and apr. 21. He co-leads a class at Yoga Roots 
in Shelburne, Vt., on “Yoga for Beginners” May 2, 
focusing on ways to safely lift, dig, prune, cultivate 
and hoe. He has a book signing at Bear Pond Books 
in Montpelier, Vt., May 12 for New England Getting 
Started Garden Guide.
 “Rare Plants for a Common Ground” garden 
party will be held at Longwood gardens East 
Conservatory apr. 25, 6:30 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. This 
is a fantastic opportunity for gardening enthusiasts 
to enjoy Longwood Gardens for the day, chat 
with horticulture’s finest plantsmen, including TV 
personality Tovah Martin, see (and take home) 
hundred of amazing specimens — and live your 
highest values by helping raise money for greening 
programs that support under-served communities. 
(www.thedch.org/activities-events/calendar-events/
event/34th-annual-rare-plant-auction®)
 Lorraine Ballato has three speaking 
engagements: May 1 on “Healthy Harvests” 
at the Southbury (Conn.) Garden Club (www.
southburygardenclub.org); May 12 on “Shady 

Characters” at The Pound Ridge (N.Y.) Garden Club 
(www.poundridgegardenclub.org); and May 19 on 
“Safe Solutions to Gardens and Landscapes” for the 
Connecticut Master Gardeners (www.ctmga.org).
 Karla dalley will deliver three presentations: 
“Easy Care Roses” May 4 (7:00 p.m.) for 
Ledyard Garden Club in Ledyard, Conn. (www.
ledyardgardenclub.org); “House Plants for the Four 
Exposures” May 7 (12:00 noon) for the Wilbraham 
Garden Club in Wilbraham, Mass; and “Trade 
Secrets: An Insider’s Guide to Plant Selection, 
Hardiness and More” May 26 (12:30 p.m.) at 
the Mystic Garden Club in Mystic, Conn. (www.
mysticgardenclub.org). 
 diana K. weiner, horticulture coordinator 
for Sullivan Renaissance, will teach classes 
on gardening basics for the public at Cornell 
Cooperative Extension of Sullivan County: 
May 6 on “Weeds, Shoots & Flowers;” and 
June 3 on “Designing, Digging & Delegating.” 
(Call 845.292.6180 for details.) With her husband 
John Story, she hosts “Succulent Saturdays” (by 
appointment) at their farm and greenhouse in 
Neversink, N.Y. The lectures on rare and unusual 
plants include a tour of the greenhouse and gar-
dens. For details, contact dianakweiner@gmail.com.
 Kim eierman will teach four courses in the 
New York City metro area: “Gardening with Native 
Edibles” May 9 at Brooklyn Botanic Garden; “Native 
Gardening for Beneficial Insects” May 23 at Hilltop 

Hanover Farm in Yorktown Heights; “Native Herbs” 
June 7 at Brooklyn Botanical Garden; “Making 
Small Meadows” June 13 at New York Botanical 
Garden. In Chicago May 19, Kim presents: 
“Creating Successful Habitat-Centric Landscapes in 
Urban Settings” at the International Urban Wildlife 
Management Conference. 
 Rich pomerantz will present a photography 
workshop May 18 at the annual national meeting of 
the Garden Club of America in Rochester, N.Y.
 Kathleen Connolly presents “Grow Your 
Own Meadow, Large or Small” for two groups: May 
28 (6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.) at Nasami Farm, New 
England Wildflower Society in Whately, Mass.; and 
May 30 (1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.) at Connecticut 
Forest and Park Association in Middlefield, Conn. 
Meadow plant plugs specially grown by NEWFS 
will be sold. Visit websites of either organization or 
www.SpeakingofLandscapes.com (860.388.0710) 
for registration details.  Note: The seminar counts 
for NOFA AOLCP credits (Massachusetts and 
Connecticut) and for the Native Plant Horticulture and 
Design (basic or advanced) from NEWFS.
 ellen Zachos will speak on “Backyard 
Foraging” June 13 (10:00 a.m.) at the 
Frelinghuysen Arboretum in Morristown, N.J.
 If you’re interested in docent training and a wide 
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variety of volunteer opportunities, contact Barbara 
Freeman at Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens in 
Boothbay, Maine. To learn about volunteer programs 
available, email bfreeman@mainegardens.org. 
To learn about the 270-acre garden ranked #1 in 
the U.S. by TripAdvisor for the past two years, visit 
www.MaineGardens.org.     
 Monica Hemingway moved from 
Stamford, Conn., to Tucson, Ariz., where she’s 
learning to garden in the desert. She con-
tinues to edit the Gardening Products Review 
(www.gardeningproductsreview.com), so if you 
have a recently published book that you’d like 
listed and/or reviewed, send her an email 
(mhemingway@itgmultimedia.com). 

—sally Ferguson

region 2

stephanie Cohen is having a busy spring. The 
Norristown Garden Club visited apr. 14 to her 
garden known as Shortwood. She will speak for 
the Town and Country Garden Club of Lancaster 
apr. 15 on “The Joys of Variegated Foliage” and 
is autographing books. She will give guest lectures 
apr. 22 on the organization and imagery used in 
Shortwood Gardens at Temple University’s Ambler 
campus. apr. 25 takes her to the new grand 

opening of Bridgen Garden Center in Greenwich, Ct. 
The garden center is celebrating its 85th anniversary. 
The day before, Dr. Michael Dirr speaks about 
hydrangeas and she will talk about “Perennials for 
All Seasons” and “Perennial Garden Favorites” the 
next day. May 2 finds her at Buckwalter Nursery in 
Douglassville, Pa., celebrating the 85th anniversary of 
Buckwalter’s Nursery.
 apr. 18, Louise Clarke will present “Rain 
Gardens: A Sustainable Solution” at the Delaware 
County Master Gardeners’ 19th annual Home 
Gardeners’ School to be held at the Penn State 
Brandywine campus. (http://extension.psu.edu/
delaware) apr. 25, Louise will lead a green roof 
bird house class from 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. at 
the Adkins Arboretum in Ridgley, Md. Participants 
will plant the roof of a modified Peterson style 
bluebird house with a mixture of hardy, low growing 
sedums. Green roof benefits, tips on attracting birds, 
and green roof maintenance will be discussed. 
(http://adkins.donorshops.com/product/GRBH/
greenroofbirdhouse.php or 410.634.2847); 
May 9, she will lead “Set the Table,” a fern table 
workshop from 9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. in the Soil 
Shed of Longwood Gardens, Kennett Square, Pa. 
Participants will make a 12” living arrangement 
with hardy ferns and mosses that are designed 
for outdoor display in shady areas. (http://
longwoodgardens.org/events-and-performances/
events/set-table-class) May 18, at 7:00 p.m., 
Louise will present “Bold Foliage” to the Trevose 
Horticultural Society at the Bensalem Senior Center, 
Byberry Road, Bensalem, Pa. Add the Wow Factor to 
your garden with unusual perennials, shrubs, trees, 
and/or tropicals. (Information: call 215.441.5884) 

May 30, Louise and her intern Anna Bower will 
present a hands-on hypertufa trough making 
workshop at The Morris Arboretum in Philadelphia, 
Pa., from 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon. Learn a basic 
hypertufa recipe and create a small trough, which 
when cured, can be planted with a variety of plants 
that prefer sharp drainage. Location: Horticulture 
Center on the Bloomfield Farm property. (http://www.
business-services.upenn.edu/arboretum/index.shtml 
or 215.247.5777, ext. 156)
 Martha Swiss announced that something will be 
blooming all spring at the Pittsburgh Botanic Garden, 
starting with a river of 18,000 bulbs, a woodland 
swath of Virginia bluebells, and the largest stand 
of remaining native dogwood trees (Cornus florida) 
in the Pittsburgh region. Spring activities include a 
tree planting day apr. 18; 25th annual plant sale 
May 16; Families Untamed, Zoo Nature Club series 
on the monarch butterfly; and yoga classes. (www.
pittsburghbotanicgarden.org)
 Garden Marketplace will be held apr. 18, 
8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. during the 20th annual Garden 
& Landscape Symposium of Western Pennsylvania. 
The symposium features internationally renowned 
horticulture experts: Bill Cullina, Linda Chalker-
scott, Eric Burkhart and Lloyd Traven. The 
event will be held at Shady Side Academy Ice Rink, 
423 Fox Chapel Rd., Pittsburgh, Pa. Attendance 
at the symposium is by registration only. (http://
extension.psu.edu/garden-landscape-symposium)
The fee is $120 and includes breakfast and lunch, 
speaker handouts, and time to shop at the Garden 
Marketplace and view the Daffodil Show.
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region 3 apr. 21, Judy glattstein will give a lecture 
to The Garden Club of Trenton (N.J.) on “Color and 
Combination in the Herbaceous Border.” To be held 
in Stockton, N.J., her profusely illustrated talk will 
explore color theory, seasonal considerations, as well 
as flower and foliage effects to  be considered when 
choosing plant combinations for the garden.
 Chanticleer partners with the Pennsylvania 
Horticulture Society on horticulture classes for 
another season. As part of the gardening series, 
erin McKeon will offer a “Yoga for Gardeners” 
class May 6, 5:30 p.m. -7:30 p.m. (https://www.
pennhort.net/chanticleer)
 Jack Carman, FASLA, will be an instructor 
at the Chicago Botanic Garden “Healthcare Garden 
Design” certificate program May 13-20. The 
multi-disciplinary program introduces attendees to 
the latest research demonstrating the benefits of 
healthcare gardens, while providing participants with 
the expertise, knowledge and tools to effectively 
design, manage and evaluate the broad range of 
Therapeutic Gardens.
 apr. 25, celebrate Arbor Day at Wister Center 
with The Scott Arboretum and plant a tree. (www.
scottarboretum.org) May 15-16, The Scott 
Arboretum will hold its 2015 Unusual Tropicals 
and Annuals Sale. Limited quantities of more 
than 200 selections will be offered. (http://www.
scottarboretum.org/TropicalSale)
 June 13, Kathy Jentz, Washington 
Gardener magazine, will host the 8th Annual DC 
Plant Swap at the U.S. National Arboretum’s R Street 
parking lot. Bring and receive free plants to expand 
your garden. Starting at 11:00 a.m., bring your plants 

for sorting by category. The Swap starts promptly 
at 11:30 a.m. After swapping you can socialize, 
snack and trade more info on the plants that were 
brought. Be prepared to briefly introduce yourself 
and describe your plant swap offerings. Bring a name 
tag, pen and paper, plants to swap, and labels for 
your swap plants. If you don’t have plants to swap, 
bring refreshments like cold drinks and yummy 
fingers to share with the other swappers. (Contact: 
Kathy Jentz, WGardenermag@aol.com; www.
WashingtonGardener.com)
 Bill Thomas invites you to visit Chanticleer 
this spring. A new, elevated walkway will open 
this spring and provide new vantage points of the 
garden and new benches by dan Benarcik. Take 
advantage of free admission for garden 
writers and be among the first visitors to experience 
the walkway. (www.chanticleergarden.org) 
 susan Harris, organizing force behind 
DCGardens.com, announced that this new website 
promises to show what’s in bloom in the Washington 
area at various times throughout the year. Great 
article in the Washington Post. See the story here. 
 peggy anne Montgomery announced 
that American Beauties Native Plants is teaming up 
with Country Gardens magazine and author and 
landscape designer scott Calhoun to give away a 
Wildlife Waystation valued at $7,500. The winner will 
receive a garden design, consultation and installation 
with Mr. Calhoun of Zona Gardens, a water feature 
and native plants, all courtesy of American Beauties. 
For information contact Peggy Anne Montgomery 
(peggyanne@abnativeplants.com, 651.208.1749, 
www.abnativeplants.com).

—denise schreiber

Maria Zampini will give multiple local talks with 
book signings for her newly released Garden-pedia: 
An A-Z Guide to Gardening Terms including the 
Madison Public Library (Madison, Wis.) apr. 22; 
Perry Public Library (Perry, Ohio) May 12; and 
at Lakeland Community College, the Mooreland 
Mansion (Kirtland, Ohio) May 28. (upshoothort.com)
 After a brief hiatus from the lecture circuit during 
the month of April to greet visitors to his six-acre 
Hellebore Garden, Barry glick, aka Glicksterus 
maximus, hits the road again. His first stop is May 2 
at Michigan State University in East Lansing, Mich., 
to present a lecture and workshop at the MSU Spring 
Garden Conference (Michigan State University 
Spring Garden Conference & http://www.hrt.msu.
edu/sp-schedule/). The next stop is Bentonville, Ark., 
May 15-16 to present a lecture and a workshop 
at the Crystal Bridges Museum (Crystal Bridges 
Museum - Lecture & http://crystalbridges.org/
event/discover-the-grounds-workshop-the-art-of-
plant-propagation/). June 4, Barry will present 
his Propagation Workshop for an unprecedented 
seventh time in 25 years at the Native Plants in the 
Landscape Symposium at Millersville University in 
Millersville, Pa. (Millersville Native Plant Conference 
- Workshop & http://www.millersvillenativeplants.
org/).
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 debra Knapke will present “The Garden 
Aesthetic” at the Herb Society of America’s Edu-
cational Convention May 7-9 in Williamsburg, Va.  
 Hale Farm and Village Citizens Council co-
chair, Kathie Vandevere, invites GWA members 
to attend the Midwestern Landscapes, Farms and 
Gardens, Garden History and Design Symposium 
June 10-12 at Hale Farm and Village in Bath, 
Ohio. dr. denise wiles adams will offer the 
keynote address, “Restoring American Gardens.” 
She will also present lectures on “Characteristics of 
Estate Gardens 1920-1950” and “Garden Design 
1840-1920 People, Places and Plants” during the 
symposium. ian adams will lead an optional 
iPhone Photography Workshop June 11 at the 
symposium. Ian will also present a slide show during 
an optional cocktail hour. For more information about 
the symposium and overnight accommodations, 
contact Kathie (kvandevere@icloud.com).
 Jessica Reinhardt with DRAMM Corporation 
delivered her second child, a new baby girl. 
Congratulations!
 GWA Region III will host an event, “It’s all about 
the plants...” in the Holland, Mich., area June 19 
with an optional day June 20. We’ll visit Walter’s 
Gardens and spring Meadow nursery for talks 
and tours led by some of the country’s top growers 
and propagators. A special treat will be dinner in 
Spring Meadow Owner dale deppe’s private 

Brent Heath will be at the Rossi Auditorium at 
Fellows Riverside Gardens in Youngstown, Ohio, 
apr. 23 and his topic will be “Undaunted Daffodils.” 
May 2, Brent will travel to Niles, Mich., where 
he will talk about “Tropical Paradise Gardens of 
Summertime” at Fernwood Botanical Garden. He 
will also speak about “Flowers with Fragrance” 
in the Chesapeake Lounge at Brent and Becky’s 
Bulbs June 11 for the Garden Club of the Middle 
Peninsula. 
 Becky Heath will travel to Abingdon, Va., 
apr. 24 to speak on “The Other Bulbs – Summer 
and Fall Blooming Types” and give a workshop 
creating “Living Flower Arrangements” for the 
Washington County Virginia Master Gardeners 
Association.
 Mark Maher of plant development 
services, inc., will speak at the Augusta Garden 
Show to be held apr. 24-26. His talk will cover 

the new introductions to the Southern Living Plant 
Collection. (www.sacredheartgardenfestival.com/) 
Buddy Lee, also of Plant Development Services 
Inc., will speak at the Aiken Garden Show to be held 
May 15-16. He will talk about the Encore Azaleas 
and new introductions to the Southern Living Plant 
Collection. (www.aikengardenshow.org/) 
 arlene Marturano will conduct a workshop 
on establishing bird gardens in schoolyards and 
backyards for the Birds and the Bees Workshop of 
the Environmental Education Association of South 
Carolina (EEASC) June 9, 8:30 a.m. - 12:00 noon 
in Columbia, SC. Location TBA in April on website 
www.eeasc.org. EEASC members: $5.00, Non-
members $10.00. (CooperC@scgov.us)
 allan armitage announced that his app, 
Greatest Perennials & Annuals, has been totally 
reworked with a better bridge between independent 
garden centers and consumers and more frequent 
updates. It works with both iOS and Android devices.  
 An Italian estate designed by william T. 
smith, ASLA, was featured in the Atlanta Business 
Chronicle last year, one of a series of Georgia 
properties. The Palladian home sits on 2.5 acres 
in Atlanta and features a pair of intricate Boxwood 
parterre gardens with obelisks, a fountain courtyard, 
a loggia and a large perennial border surrounding a 
swimming pool. The spaces have been designed 
to accommodate groups of 20 to 200. Click http://
williamtsmithgardens.com/press for the article.

—Linda askey

garden. Mark your calendar and stay tuned for further 
details of this don’t-miss plant extravaganza.

—Linda nitchman
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Bill Johnson will speak on “Insect Pollinators — 
Beyond the Honey Bee” for the Goodhue County 
Horticultural Society apr. 20, 7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m., 
at the First Presbyterian Church, 503 West Sixth 
St., Red Wing, Minn. (Contact: teele55@q.com); 
and at the 24th Native Plants in the Landscape plant 
conference in Millersville, Pa. — “Insect 
Faces — A Bug’s-Eye View” June 5, 6:00 p.m. 
– 7:00 p.m. and “Insect Pollinators — Beyond the 
Honey Bee” June 6, 10:15 a.m. – 11:15 a.m. 
(www.millersvillenativeplants.org)
 Region V is in the process of final planning for 
a regional meeting at the Dallas Arboretum and 
Botanical Garden, June 24. The meeting will be 
held during their Variety Trials Field Day. This is a 
great opportunity to visit a World Class garden and 
view trial plantings of the best and newest annuals, 
perennials and ornamental grasses. There will be 
opportunities for interviews regarding the gardens 
and plans for future exhibits. In addition, a number 
of industry experts from seed producers to property 
managers will be on hand. Be sure to bring a camera 
and lots of pixels. The test gardens will offer unlimited 
opportunities for close and mid-range shots plus the 

Dallas Botanical Garden provides a fascinating range 
of landscape scenes from this fine old estate and 
numerous specialty gardens. For more information 
on the trial gardens, contact Jenny Wegley, Direc-
tor of Horticulture (jwegley@dallasarboretum.
org  or 214.515.6581). For registration information, 
contact Bill adams (wd4adams@reagan.com or 
979.421.0304).
 doug Jimerson and Karen Weir-Jimerson 
will have another magazine on the newsstands in 
late April entitled Herb Garden Ideas. It will be a 144-
page “bookazine” from Harris Publications. Lots of 
photos from other GWA members will be included.

—Bill adams

region 6

patrick Ryan, Education Specialist for the Alaska 
Botanical Garden in Anchorage spoke on “Year 
‘Round Gardening” at ABG’s annual Spring Garden 
Conference in April. This year’s conference theme 
was “Learning from Our Past: Our Horticultural 
Heritage” in honor of Anchorage’s centennial. Pat 
will also host weekly classes at eight Anchorage 
Title One schools under the 21st Century Schools 
program to teach kids how to grow their own food. 
The program is in its second year and has reached 

upwards of 600 children. Pat and the Alaska 
Botanical Garden also augment the Anchorage 
School District’s science curricula by offering winter 
in-school “field trips” on eating healthy from a garden, 
worms/soil/composting and Alaska native plants and 
trees. In the spring and fall, students take onsite field 
trips to the ABG.
 Mark Turner will teach a one-day outdoor 
photography workshop at Forte Studios in Richland, 
Wash., apr. 22. He will teach a three-day “Spirit of 
the Forest” photography workshop May 22-24 at 
North Cascades Institute in North Cascades National 
Park. He will co-lead a writing and photography 
workshop, also focusing on the forest, at Siskiyou 
Field Institute in Selma, Ore., June 5-7.
 shelley s. Cramm will give a talk, “Generosity 
in the Garden apr. 23 at 12:15 p.m. at Boomerang 
Coffee House, 808 Main St., Vancouver, Wash. 
apr. 25 at 10:00 a.m., she will present “7 Promised 
Plants for today’s Garden & Table,” part of Garden 
University at The Oregon Garden, Silverton Ore. 
apr. 26, 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m., she helps coordinate 
an Open Garden Tour at the private garden of a local 
Master Gardener, 12345 N.E. Sliderberg Rd., Brush 
Prairie, Wash. This is a free event and Shelley will 
give 15-minute talks throughout the afternoon on the 
gardens in the Bible. (www.gardeninDelight.com).
 dawn Hummel and Mary Kate Mackey 
will speak at the ASJA Conference May 2 in New 
York City on “How to Become a Garden Writer.” 
(www.asjaconference.org/asja2015/schedule-
saturday.php)

mailto:teele55@q.com
http://www.millersvillenativeplants.org
mailto:jwegley@dallasarboretum.org
mailto:jwegley@dallasarboretum.org
mailto:wd4adams@reagan.com
http://www.gardeninDelight.com
http://www.asjaconference.org/asja2015/schedule-saturday.php
http://www.asjaconference.org/asja2015/schedule-saturday.php
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reGionAl neWs & notes

Continued fron page 19

region 7

 Going to Pasadena in September? Then join 
the GWA Loves LA Facebook Page. Get a preview 
on what is both so different, yet so familiar about 
the city known for the Rose Parade and Rose Bowl. 
Besides our spectacular gardens — so different, yet 
comfortably familiar. Did you know Pasadena is a 
foodie hot spot? From hot dogs to haute cuisines, 
and everything in-between. The city has more 
restaurants per capita than New York City.

—pat Munts
  

steven Biggs spoke about “Gardening with Kids” 
at Richters Herbs in Goodwood, Ontario, in early 
April. He will speak about “No Fuss Backyard Fruit” 
at Bolton and District Horticultural Society apr. 21; 
“Gardening with Kids” at the Ontario Horticultural 
Association District 16 meeting in Thornton, On-tario, 
apr. 25; “How to Grow Brugmansia in Cold Climates” 
at the Toronto Master Gardeners meeting May 5; 
“Gardening with Kids” at the Beeton Horticultural 

Society May 12. (steven@stevenbiggs.ca)
 Get Funding Now: Sometimes the money 
you get to speak does not pay the bills or equal the 
amount you make sharing ideas with other speakers 
at events. donna Balzer got a fabulous idea 
from fellow speaker and garden writer stephanie 
Cohen while speaking at the Northwest Flower and 
Garden Show in Seattle this year. Stephanie told 
Donna she asked for industry support to travel to 
Seattle and then she included sponsor information on 
her handouts shared with the crowds in Seattle. 
 It seemed like a simple idea for speakers and 
gardeners who do not otherwise have staff positions 
or corporate support for their speaking gigs, so 
Donna took Stephanie’s idea further and asked for 
support from a business not related to gardening 
for her fundraising talks this spring. This way, the 
fundraisers do not have to pay Donna to speak and 
all the profit they raise, they keep. She asked for 
and received sponsorship for two fundraising talks 
including her “Pop-Up Gardens” talk at the Canmore 
Community Garden Association fundraiser apr. 22 
and the “10 Top Tips for Organic Gardeners” at the 
Agape Hospice Garden fundraiser apr. 24. She 
is now working to get help with talks that are not 
designed as fundraisers. If you want to know how 
she did it, give her a call (403.827.6390) or send her 
an email (donna@gardenguru.net).
 anna Leggatt will lecture on the “Spring 
Wildflowers of the Zagros Mountains in Iran” in 
Vancouver at the Alpine Garden Society of B.C. 
May 13, 7:30 p.m. at the Van Dusen Floral Hall and 
in Calgary at the Calgary Rock and Alpine Garden 

Society May 14, 7:30 p.m. (Lakeview Community 
Association Hall)
 Rob Howard will lead more than two-dozen 
garden fans May 24 – June 4 on a tour of Banff, 
Vancouver and Victoria gardens, travelling on the 
famed Rocky Mountaineer train en route.
 Miriam goldberger has three events coming 
up in the next quarter starting May 31 at the Royal 
Botanical Gardens. Her topic is “Taming Wild-
flowers – From Seed to Vase: how to grow 
wildflowers from seed, why we should all grow 
wildflowers, and how to use them to create stunning 
arrangements and wedding bouquets.” Fee: Free 
with admission — $12.50; Website: Royal Botanical 
Gardens. June 4 at 4:00 p.m., Miriam speaks 
about “Using Natives as Cut Flowers” presented to 
the Native Plants in the Landscape Conference at 
Millersville University, 1 South George St., Millers-
ville, PA. Fee: Free with admission to the con-
ference: Native Plants in the Landscape 
Conference. June 6, Miriam offers her “Taming 
Wildflowers – From Seed to Vase” (see above) to 
the Native Plants in the Landscape Conference (see 
above).
 The Garden Blogger’s Fling goes to Toronto 
June 5-7. Organizers Helen Battersby 
(TorontoGardens.com), Veronica sliva 
(gardenersworld.ca/) and Lorraine Flanigan 
(Citygardeningonline.com) have been busy lining up 
some of the best public and private gardens in and 
around Toronto. To register, visit gardenbloggersfling.
blogspot.ca/p/2015-toronto.html.

—donna Balzer

mailto:steven@stevenbiggs.ca
mailto:donna@gardenguru.net
http://www.crags.ca/events.html#LakeviewCommAssocHall
http://www.crags.ca/events.html#LakeviewCommAssocHall
http://www.rbg.ca/publicprograms
http://www.rbg.ca/publicprograms
http://www.millersvillenativeplants.org/
http://www.millersvillenativeplants.org/
http://torontogardens.com/
http://gardenersworld.ca/
http://citygardeningonline.com/
http://gardenbloggersfling.blogspot.ca/p/2015-toronto.html
http://gardenbloggersfling.blogspot.ca/p/2015-toronto.html


page 21 quill & Trowel newsleTTer       no. 2     APril 2015

GWA Takes Garden Bloggers Conference 
by Storm (Almost Literally)
By rANDy sChulTz

The weatherman was predicting a massive 
snowstorm for Atlanta on Feb. 25, the day I arrived 
to spread the word about GWA membership at the 
Garden Bloggers Conference. Schools had been 
pre-emptively closed, and the streets downtown were 
eerily quiet. A cold rain started to fall.
 I met Carol Ledbetter, editor of the Quill & 
Trowel, at the Grand Hyatt Hotel to set up the GWA 
booth. The predicted snowstorm never did arrive, 
but the booth was soon visited by a steady stream of 
garden bloggers.
 The event was actually two conferences in 
one — the Garden Bloggers Conference had been 
merged with the Design Bloggers Conference. I 
quickly figured out that I could tell the gardeners from 
the interior designers just by looking at their shoes. In 
three days, I didn’t meet a single garden blogger who 
wore high heels.

 But, I did meet a lot of great garden bloggers 
in “sensible” shoes — some of whom were already 
GWA members and some who came by the booth 
because they had never heard of our association. 
As I had explained to Larry Hodgson and Bob 
Lagasse when I told them I wanted to attend the 
bloggers conference, the GWA needs to reach out to 
this brave new category of garden writers. The media 
world is changing rapidly, and we need to attract 
new members — even if we have to add a new 
Primary Job Description on the GWA Membership 
Application. (Blogger is now on the list, by the way.)
 Our outreach to garden bloggers was my 
first official act as Chair of the GWA Membership 
Committee. In the coming weeks and months I hope 
to create new membership brochures and other 
outreach communications that present the benefits 
of GWA membership. We need to do a better job of 
defining who we are as an organization and what 
we offer to members. We need to do a better job 

Randy Schultz sitting at the GWA booth at The Bloggers Conference. 
The GWA booth was in a great location!

of mentoring new garden communicators (such 
as bloggers) who might not yet feel “worthy” of 
joining our organization of experts. And, we need to 
make sure that we are connecting with our existing 
membership, so that we all can benefit from what 
GWA has to offer. (If you have thoughts about how 
we can grow and strengthen our association, I would 
love to hear from you.) 
 For additional thoughts about the Garden 
Bloggers Conference from Deborah Neyens, 
a blogger who attended, visit http://www.
countingmychickens.com/introducing-some-new-
friends-from-garden-bloggers-conference-2015/. 
 It was both fun and gratifying to spread the word 
about GWA to an audience of garden bloggers. They 
were very receptive to our message, and we handed 
out dozens of membership applications. 
 A small request: Has GWA membership been 
good for you? If so, please send me your testimonial, 
describing your experience with the GWA benefits 
you have received as a result of your membership. 
I’d like to use it in upcoming efforts to spread the 
word and attract new members to our family. Email 
your testimonial to me at schultz@schultzpr.com. 
Thank you!

Deborah Neyens shows off the conference goodies she collected. 
(Note the GWA luggage tag and Plant a Row for the Hungry row marker 
on the left.)

Stay informed on all the latest 
in the Association. 

Join GWA on 
Facebook: Garden Writers Association

and
Twitter: @GardenWriters

http://www.countingmychickens.com/introducing-some-new-friends-from-garden-bloggers-conference-2015/
http://www.countingmychickens.com/introducing-some-new-friends-from-garden-bloggers-conference-2015/
http://www.countingmychickens.com/introducing-some-new-friends-from-garden-bloggers-conference-2015/
mailto:schultz@schultzpr.com
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Skills to the Next Level” by 
C.L. Fornari. The event, 
held on the final day of New 
England GROWS! at the 
Boston Convention Center, 
drew 33 registrants from across 
the northeast. C.L. explored 

Taking Presentation Skills 
to the Next Level
By Sally FerGuSoN

In February, Region I hosted a professional 
development presentation, “Taking Your Presentation 

regional & connect Meeting Wrap-Ups 

region 1

C.L. Fornari

region 2

Garden Writers 
Participate in MANTS
By kAThy JeNTz

There was a new presence this year at the Mid-
Atlantic Nursery Trade Sow (MANTS) in January 
in Baltimore, Md. – an exhibit booth sponsored by 
GWA. Many GWA members have been attending 
MANTS for years on their own, but this year, they 
hosted a coordinated exhibit for industry outreach, 
identity, and networking.
 Incoming GWA President Kirk Brown 
commented, “The vendors should know about us 
because we can offer communication coordination Continued on page 23

storytelling as a tool, using humor to drive home 
points, and how to quickly connect with audiences. 
She shared her observations about the business 
side of speaking, including how to pitch yourself and 
price your services. The event was made possible by 
contributions from Pride’s Corner Farm, gardener’s 
supply Company and Hartley Botanic.

and writing/marketing skills. The attendees should 
know about us because a lot of them are potential 
members: small green industry firms who are doing 
a lot of the business of professional communications 
on their own.”
 GWA started exhibiting last year with a booth at 
AmericanHort’s Cultivate Show in Columbus, Ohio. 
Maria Zampini of UpShoot, LLC, commented, 
“When it comes to ornamentals, in the green industry, 
MANTS is viewed as not just a regional show but as 
THE major show in the country for both attendees 
and exhibitors. It used to be Mid-Am in Chicago, but 
that show is now regional in scope. AmericanHort 
now holds all their major meetings at Cultivate in 
Columbus and at MANTS in Baltimore. So, since 
the major growers and movers and shakers, as I 
call them, are in attendance at both of these shows, 
I think this is a great 1-2 punch for GWA and helps 

(Left) Kirk Brown being interviewed at the GWA booth. (Right) Dueling 
garden writers — Denise Schreiber and Marianne Wilburn — at the 
MANTS press breakfast. (photos by Kathy Jentz)

Connect Meeting
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regional & connect Meeting Wrap-Ups continued

give us great coverage in reaching a good cross 
section of the green industry and, in turn, them 
meeting and learning about us, too!”
 Garden communicators have, of course, been 
using MANTS for years as a source of new material. 
“I can get 10 stories out of the MANTS visit or more, 
plus ‘up-to-the-minute’ daily blog and social media 
coverage including lots of videos,” said doug 
Oster, staff writer/videographer for the Pittsburgh 
Post-Gazette. “I look at every booth and stop 
whenever the mood hits me or fate intervenes. I’ll 
start a conversation, tell them who I am and see if it’s 

Continued from page 22

Continued on page 24

These two photos encompass the entire assembled GWA members at 
the breakfast press briefing. (photos by Kirk Brown)

region 6

GWA at the Portland Yard 
Garden and Patio Show

By DAWN huMMel & PAT MuNTs

On Friday evening, Feb. 27, 50 members of GWA 
and six allied green industry organizations gathered 
at the Yard Garden and Patio show held at the 
Oregon Convention Center in Portland. Ore., for a 
Region VI meeting. The focus of the meeting was 
to gather together GWA members and members 
of other green industry groups as part of GWA’s 
ongoing mission to expand its reach in the plant 

interesting. It becomes apparent pretty quickly if what 
they have to say will be of value for the readers.”
 Other GWA members looked to connect with 
potential employers and partners to offer their 
communication skills for writing, marketing and 
promotional literature, blog posts and more. They 
discussed the value of having garden media 
professionals managing your company brand.
 In addition to the exhibit booth, GWA hosted two 
after hours gatherings at a nearby hotel lobby and 
attended a press breakfast hosted by the MANTS 
leadership, which included presentations of new and 
interesting horticultural product introductions and 
plants.

community. Outreach Task Force member dawn 
Hummel was instrumental in arranging the meeting. 
To encourage the outreach message, attendees were 
required to exchange one business card with another 
person before they left. 
 Thank you to Paul Taylor (Association of 
Northwest Landscape Designers); Vanessa Nagel 
(Association of Professional Landscape Designers); 
Sandra Laubenthal (Peterkort Roses and Oregon 
Flower Growers Association); Larissa Urishya 
(Portland Flower Market); John Stone (Oregon 
Landscape Contractors Association); and Janet 
Parker (Oregon Botanical Artists, subchapter of 
Society of Botanical Illustrators) for introducing us 
to their organizations. The conversations that came 
out of these introductions parlayed into discussions 
about how all the groups could work together in the 
future. 
 Making the event possible were event sponsors/
speakers Mark Leichty (Little Prince Nurseries 
of Oregon) who spoke on trends of new plants; 
nicholas staddon (Monrovia Nursery) who 
spoke on relationships and gardening community 
as a whole and a discussion of three new plants 
that may be of interest to garden writers; and Ginger 
Aarons (Time Travel Tours) who discussed new 
primula breeding in Ireland and upcoming tours she 
is hosting. 
 During the event, we held a fundraiser for the 
GWA Foundation Scholarship Fund which raised 
$100. Items included in the fundraiser were 12 
beautiful flower arrangements created by Scott 
Inesse of Frank Adams Wholesale Florist in Portland, 
a Waterford crystal tulip donated by Time Travel 
Tours, and a Green Stalk vertical urban growing unit 
donated by Green Stalk.
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Continued from page 23

Association Outreach at 
Landscape Ontario
By keN BroWN

Region VII had a last minute opportunity to have 
a booth at the Landscape Ontario trade show last 
October. The booth materials were shipped to Toronto 
and several members staffed that booth for the two-day 
show. There were about 20 members in attendance at 
the Connect meeting at the show.
 Many useful contacts were made with a wide 
range of industry people, illuminating the talents and 
availability of the varied members of GWA. Plans 
are in the works to repeat the process this year in a 
bigger and better way.
 The GWA Association Outreach Task Force’s 
very portable booth is available to travel the continent 
whenever we get the opportunity to promote 
ourselves to other sections of the green industry.

Some of the GWA Connect meeting participants at the GWA 
booth during the Landscape Ontario Trade Show.

GWA Connect Meeting in Ontario
By BArBArA PhilliPs-CoNroy

What on earth do garden writers do when they’re 
frozen to the bone and haven’t felt the warmth 
of the sun in months? Simple, they go to the first 
ever Region VII “It’s so Darn Cold, Let’s Have a 
Soup Party.” There’s nothing like being able to sit 
around a table on a cold winter’s day with wonderful 
colleagues to boost your spirits. So Feb. 18, 10 of 
us got together for a mid-day meal in Oakville, Ont. 
There was lots of conversation, laughs, and luckily, 
some leftover soup and desserts for hosts Barbara 
phillips-Conroy and her husband Kevin. The 
consensus was that there was great value in getting 
together informally for a Connect Meeting. It was 
good to hear about the projects people were working 
on and to take time away from our desks and 
screens. In fact, the event was so successful we’ve 

Clockwise (l to r):  Mary Fran McQuade, Margaret Bennet-Alder, Steven 
Biggs, Jennifer Connell (hidden), Lorraine Flanigan, Rob Howard, 
Tara Nolan, Lorraine Hunter, Barbara Phillips-Conroy (photo by Kevin 
Conroy)

region 7

Regional Meeting in Toronto
By keN BroWN

Region VII had another successful meeting in Toronto in 
conjunction with Canada’s biggest public garden show, 
Canada Blooms. There were 62 garden communicators 
in attendance, squeezing into the 60 available spaces that 
we had for this meeting. 
 We spent several hours in the morning 
listening intently to a great presentation by daniel 
gasteiger. Daniel’s mission was to get past all 
the talks we have heard about the wonders of social 
media and show us exactly what buttons to push to 
effectively use it and he did so with his clarity and 
enthusiasm.
 Lots of networking time followed as we 
adjourned to the lunch room and enthusiastically 
partook of the great lunch and wine service 
generously provided by Fiskars. The tables were 
covered with a generous supply of samples from a 
wide range of horticultural suppliers.
 There was the usual update on affairs of GWA 
and then several updates from members about their 
ongoing activities. After the last of the speeches 
and door prizes, the room turns into semi-organized 
chaos as we catch up with each other and discuss 
our projects and ways to assist each other, all of 
which is really the best part of these meetings.

Meeting ready to go. (photo by Ken Brown).

 Many thanks to steven Biggs and wendy 
downing who work tirelessly as the main 
organizers of this meeting. (Note: GWA also thanks 
Ken Brown for his work on this meeting.)

started to plot another — because when it’s too darn 
cold, there’s nothing better than getting together with 
good friends and a nice hot bowl of soup.
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Victoria Nowicki
Dick Tracy
Mark Turner
Christy Wilhelmi
Two New Members
Debra Prinzing

Publicize Your Work at the 2015 GWa annual SYmPoSium
The GWA book fair is an opportunity for members to display their works to other members for book and 
product reviews. Each participating author who registers is entitled to one-half of a 3’ x 6’ table space to display 
his/her work. The registration fee is only $25* to cover the table setup. The book fair will be open during all 
exhibit hours. Space is limited, so book fair participants will be accepted on a first-come, first-served basis.

book Fair SPace reServation Form     Submission Deadline:  August 28, 2015  r   I wish to 
reserve one-half of a 3’ x 6’ table for the 2015 Book Fair at the 67th GWA Annual Symposium 
      September 18-19, at the Pasadena Convention Center in Pasadena, CA.

Name: __________________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________________
City: _________________________ State/Province: ____________________ Zip: _________ Country: ______________
Telephone: (    )____________________________   E-mail: ________________________________

Check enclosed or credit card payment:   r MC  r VISA             r AmEx  Amount: $25
Card # ____________________________________ CVV: _______Exp. Date: __________ Signature: ____________________________

Please Note:  Authors participating in the book fair must be GWA members and will be individually responsible for 
the transportation, setup, removal and return of their books. Book fair materials should not be left unattended 
at any time during the exhibit and should be removed from the exhibit area at the close of the exhibit on 
September 19.

To reserve a Book Fair space, complete and return the reservation form to:
GWA Book Fair, 7809 N FM 179, Shallowater, TX 79363 

fax to 806.832.5244 or email to JC@gardenwriters.org
                 *Extra charge for Internet and/or electrical hook-ups not included in this fee.

Management Contract 
Committee Reviews GWA 
Management Contract
A Management Contract Committee appointed by 
the Board of Directors has begun conversations 
with companies that are interested in managing the 
Garden Writers Association. Executives Consultants, 
Inc., the company that has been managing GWA for 
more than 20 years, has been invited to participate in 
the process, along with other firms. 
 Among the committee’s goals is to bolster GWA’s 
future with:

• Strong financial management, which includes 
fundraising, sponsorships and grants.

• A concerted effort to increase memberships 
and develop educational programming and 
content.

• Outreach to affiliated groups and partnerships 
with like-minded organizations.

 “We are under a tight timeline for this process 
and hope to have candidates make presentations 
to the GWA Board of Directors at our symposium in 
Pasadena,” said Kirk Brown, GWA Vice President 
and head of the Management Contract Committee.
 The committee sent out requests to about a half 
dozen companies to see if they would be interested 
in managing GWA. ECI, whose contract expires at 
the end of 2015, has said it is interested. 
 The next step is to ask for formal proposals from 
the companies. These proposals will be reviewed by 
the committee and no more than three will be invited 
to make a presentation to the board in September.
 Committee members include: Becky Heath 
(GWA Treasurer); ellen Zachos (Region I National 
Director); Maria Zampini (Region III Regional 
Director); and Jo ellen Meyers sharp (GWA 
Secretary). The committee appreciates questions 
and comments about the process. 
 Please contact Jo Ellen (jemsharp@sbcglobal.net) 
with your comments.

Helping Us Grow
The following members have been credited with recruiting a new member in 2014/15. Each member who 
successfully recruits a new member receives a $15 credit toward this year’s dues, up to $95. Congratulations, 
and thank you to the follow-ing members for their help in making GWA grow.

one New Member
Pam Beck
Ruth Rogers Clausen
Lorraine Flanigan
Charlotte Germane
Brent Heath

Dave Hobson
Ed Hume
Dawn Hummel
Niki Jabbour
Kathy Jentz
Ed Lyon

mailto:jemsharp@sbcglobal.net
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the insider scoop

   in MemoriamThe late Cindy gilberg has been honored by the 
Missouri Botanical Garden with the publication of 
a book of her writing, photos and plans. Gardening 
Is a Verb features selected native plant essays by 
Cindy that have appeared in a number of regional 
publications. The theme of the book is “cultivating 
spaces that nourish heart and soul.” The book will 
be available from Missouri Botanical Garden for 
$12.00. (www.mobot.org) Publication is scheduled 
to coincide with the area’s annual native plant 
workshops and sales. Sale proceeds will benefit 
native plant research, conservation and education 
efforts at Shaw Nature Reserve, where Gilberg 
worked, taught and cultivated exceptional native 
plant landscape designs.

Jessica walliser’s book, Attracting Beneficial 
Bugs to Your Garden (Timber Press) won an 
American Horticultural Society 2015 Book Award. 
Her book was one of five books chosen to receive 
this year’s award. GWA members who served on the 
2015 Book Award Committee are Jeff Cox, Jim 
Long, doug Oster, Marty wingate, and anne 
Marie Van nest.

Wave Hill, a public garden and cultural center in 
Bronx, N.Y., will present a selection of drawings from 
abbie Zabar’s “Flowers in the Great Hall of the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art.” The drawings will be on 
display in the Wave Hill House Tea Room June 7 – 
Oct. 4. For a decade, Abbie visited the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art on a weekly basis to draw the glorious 
arrangements on display in the Great Hall. Each 
week she was struck by the inventive arrangements, 
comprising everything, she notes, from “exotic 
blossoms from around the world” to “humble pickings 
from local roadsides.” Working in situ and in pencil 
her drawings capture the vibrancy, variety and vitality 
of the displays. 

Doreen Howard
Feb. 7, 1944 - Mar. 24, 2015

Call for Volunteers to Serve 
on the GWA Board
Each year, members of GWA vote for officers, national board members and regional board members. Not all 
seats are elected each year, and the ongoing rotation means that the governing board of GWA always has 
the benefit of both experience and fresh perspective. If you are interested in contributing to our organization 
and our success as garden communicators, raise your hand! And if you know of someone that would be an 
asset, please encourage him/her to speak up. I am chairing the Nominations Committee this year, and while I 
already have some names on my working ballot, not all are filled. 
 If you are interested, I would love to hear from you. I can give you a little more information about what is 
required for an office at that time. 

           —Linda askey (lindasgarden@mac.com)

debra Knapke is serving as the honorary Presi-
dent of HSA for 2014-2016 and is an active par-
ticipant in the HSA GreenBridges Initiative of the 
Herb Society of America which assists gardeners in 
conserving native herbs. 

http://www.mobot.org
mailto:lindasgarden@mac.com
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Allied neWs

Crown Bees Launched 
Indiegogo Campaign
On National Agriculture Day 
(Mar. 18), Crown Bees, launched 
a solution-driven Indiegogo 
campaign to close the BeeGAP, 
increase the number of native 
bees and help the honey 
bee. Crown Bees needs your 
contribution to create local 
BeeGAP collection sites where you can send excess 
cocoons. 
 Your contribution will also help build the network, 
BeeWithMe, so people can see where their backyard 
bees have ended up and learn more about raising 
native bees. According to Dave Hunter, CEO of 
Crown Bees, “I am on a mission to get a native bee 
house in every backyard in America. This grass-roots 
movement will save our bee population.” 
 “By participating in our Indiegogo campaign, 
you’re taking a powerful step toward keeping our 
crops pollinated and producing the food we eat,” 
says Hunter. Please help us pollinate it forward and 
contribute to the fund now through May 1. Visit 
www.crownbees.com to learn more about Crown 
Bees and their mission.

J. Berry Nursery Introduces the 
Patio Party Hibiscus Collection
J. Berry Nursery’s newest stars 
shine with vibrant color, long-
lasting, multi-day blooms, and 
outstanding bud count, making 
the Patio Party® Hibiscus the 
perfect guest in the garden. With 
12 new varieties in the award-
winning Patio Party® Collection, 
gardeners will find the ideal hibiscus to meet their 
needs and taste. 
 These hibiscus thrive in tropical climates; 
however, the compact growth habit of the collection 
make them perfect stars for containers.

This collection is available regionally at Lowe’s, 
Home Depot, Calloway’s Nursery, HEB Texas 
Backyard Stores, and at fine Independent Garden 
Centers. For more information or to request a 
sample, contact Tamara Felux (210.861.9275 or 
tamara@jberrynursery.com; www.jberrynursery.com)

Dargan’s Dovecote Porch & 
Gardens: The Garden Talk Salon
The Garden Talk Salon 
began its season early 
this year, but it will run 
until aug. 28. These 
sessions are held at 
Dovecote in Cashiers, 
N.C. Upcoming 
workshops can be found 
at http://dargan.com/dovecote-events/.

WORX Launches New 
Lawnmowers
In spring 2015, WORX® is 
launching two new 56V 
MaxLithium™ 19 in., 
3-in-1 Lawnmowers with 
Intellicut™ technology. Each 
mower is equipped with 
two 56V battery packs. This 
move sends a clear signal to 
the gas powered lawnmower industry that battery-
powered mowers are here to stay and are viable 
alternatives to homeowners seeking cost-effective, 
environmentally friendly solutions without sacrificing 
features or performance. 

Mt. Cuba Center Released 
Spring-Summer Program Guide
Mt. Cuba Center released 
the Spring-Summer 
2015 Program Guide, 
which offers a range of 
gardening, conservation, 
art and wellness 
programs for all levels, 
including a Gardening 
for Beginners Day. In 
addition to being a model 
for environmentally 
beneficial gardening, 
Mt. Cuba Center is a 
destination for artists.

CSPMA Released Industry 
Social Responsibility Report
The Canadian Sphagnum 
Peat Moss Association, a 
trade association of peat 
moss producers, has 
issued its first Industry 
Social Responsibility 
Report (ISR). This report is 
designed to demonstrate the 
association’s commitment 
to sustainable practices, 
responsible peat harvesting, 
and the restoration of 
Canada’s vast resource of peatlands. Included in the 
ISR report is a review of the horticultural sphagnum 
peat moss life cycle analysis, which included all 
operations involved in the production, transformation 
and distribution stages of peat moss production. To 
read the ISR online, visit www.PeatMoss.com and 
click on the Industry Social Responsibility Report link 
on the home page.

http://crownbees.com/
http://igg.me/at/crownbees
http://igg.me/at/crownbees
http://www.crownbees.com/
mailto:tamara@jberrynursery.com
http://www.jberrynursery.com
http://dargan.com/dovecote-events/
http://issuu.com/mtcubacenter/docs/spsu15_program_guide?e=14731861/11951290
http://www.PeatMoss.com
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Hot off the Press

allan armitage, 
it’s not Just about 
the Hat: The 
Unlikely Journey 
of a plantsman, self-
published, 150 pages, 
$19.99. Available now. Dr. 
Armitage, one of the most 
respected plant authorities 
in the green industry, has 
penned his memoirs. 
His stories depict his 
unlikely trajectory as a 

shy boy from a quiet neighborhood in Montreal to a 
world-renowned plantsman. This book exemplifies 
everything you have come to expect from one 
of the most engaging storytellers today. From 
digging graves to braving North Atlantic storms, 
Dr. Armitage’s adventurous life is revealed like an 
unfurling bloom — each petal just a little wilder than 
the one before.

shawna Coronado, 
grow a Living 
wall: Create 
Vertical gardens 
with purpose, Cool 
Springs Press, 160 
pages, paperback, 
$24.99. Available 
now. Shawna believes 
gardeners are still 
stuck on the ground, in 
containers and limited 
floor space. Grow a 

Living Wall is her guide to growing vertically — but 
doing it well. Containers might be the comfortable 
option, but Shawna says a little effort will pay off big. 

This book breaks down the right system for every 
garden goal. A shady space, full sun, veggie only, 
flowers only, herbs and cocktails…the options are 
laid out according to a shopping list and planting & 
maintenance instructions. The goal is to provide a 
Living Wall that meets the space and the conditions 
while producing exactly what the gardener wants on 
the plate or in the vase.

Ken druse, The 
new shade 
garden: Creating 
a Lush Oasis in 
the age of Climate 
Change, Stewart, 
Tabori & Change, 
256 pages, 400 color 
photographs, hardcover 
with jacket, $40.00 
US/$45.00 CAN. 
Available now. The 
New Shade Garden 

is a comprehensive guide for a new generation of 
gardeners who are planting gardens not only for 
their beauty, but also for their positive impact on the 
environment. Detailing all aspects of the gardening 
process, the book covers a wide range of topics such 
as designing your own garden, choosing and planting 
trees, preparing soil for planting, solving the deer 
problem, and the vast array of flowers and foliage 
that grow best in the shade. Ken walks the reader 
through every step, sharing personal anecdotes and 
plant lore and offering advice on how to respond 
effectively to our changing climate, shrinking 
resources, and challenging new weather patterns.

derek Fell, Monet’s palate Cookbook: 
The artist & His Kitchen garden at 
giverny, Gibbs-Smith, 176 pages full color, $30.00. 

Available Apr. Monet’s 
Palate Cookbook 
contains 60 recipes 
inspired by Monet’s 2 
½ acre kitchen garden, 
his farmyard and 
travels. Also, chapters 
include his ornamental 
gardens and house 
interior. PBS television 
channels will be using 

the book as a fundraiser in June together with a 
video of the same name.

sue goetz, 
The Herb 
Lover’s spa 
Book: Create 
a Luxury spa 
experience 
at Home with 
Fragrant Herbs 
from your 
garden, St. 
Lynn’s Press, 192 
pages, hardcover, 

$18.95. Available now. Sue shows us how to create 
the luxury spa experience in our own home featuring 
fragrant, therapeutic herbs from the garden. With 
lavish photos throughout, The Herb Lover’s Spa 
Book gives the reader simple steps for growing and 
preparing herbs for the home spa. It has never been 
easier to enjoy the spa ambiance and let the stress of 
the day melt away.

Continued on page 29
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Patten Publishing, 596 
pages, paperback, 
$50. This four-pound 
volume explains medical 
cannabis to novice as well 
as experienced gardeners 
and consumers. Twenty-
seven chapters provide 
complete easy-to-read 
information on medicinal 
cannabis, measuring 
cannabinoids, medical 

varieties, cultivation — seeds, clones, indoor, 
outdoor, greenhouse, case studies, meters, air, light 
and electricity, hydroponics, organics, soil, water, 
containers, nutrients, additives, diseases and pests, 
and breeding — medicinal concentrates and cooking 
with medicinal cannabis. Vicente Fox Quesada, 
president of Medixa 2000-2006, wrote the foreword.

Teresa watkins, 
a gardener’s 
Compendium, 
Volume 1 
gardening with 
Life: gardening in 
a Twitter world in 
140 Characters or 
More, Xulon Press, 
252 pages, $27.99/
paperback, $9.99/
eBook. Available now. A 
Gardener’s Compendium 

is a collection of garden facts, quotes, anecdotes 

Hot off the Press cont’d

ann McCormick 
and Lisa 
Baker Morgan, 
Homegrown Herb 
garden: a guide 
to growing and 
Culinary Uses, 
Quarry Books, 176 
pages, flexibound, 
$24.99. Available 
now. Take your home 
cooking to the next 
level by incorporating 

fresh homegrown herbs! You don’t need lots of space 
for a huge herb garden, and you don’t need to spend 
a lot of money on fresh herbs at the grocery store 
or farmers’ market. With Homegrown Herb Garden, 
you can choose the herb or herbs you will use the 
most and build your herb garden around them. Start 
with an overview of how to grow, harvest and store 
herbs. Then, learn how to handle each herb and 
what flavors they work well with. The culinary section 
includes how to prepare and use your herbs, plus 
savory and sweet recipes to feature them in. Choose 
your favorite herbs, learn to grow them successfully, 
and never be at a loss for what to do with them!

george Van patten, aka Jorge 
Cervantes, The Cannabis encyclopedia: 
the Definitive Guide to Cultivation & 
Consumption of Medical Marijuana, Van 

Continued from page 28 and history categorized by context into themes 
and appropriate hashtags. The broad scope of this 
series and the painstaking efforts Teresa has made 
to ensure the accuracy of the content and its source 
will make A Gardener’s Compendium an invaluable 
resource for new gardeners, garden writers, 
bloggers, teachers, and anyone who desires to 
provide an interesting fact for presentations or is just 
looking for a source of like-minded inspiration.

GWA Hotel Room Block 
Opens in Pasadena
The hotel room block for 
the GWA Annual Sympo-
sium (sept. 18-21) is 
now open. Book your hotel 
reservations today. We 
have two hotel facilities 
for members to choose, 
depending on whether you 
are a Hilton or Sheraton 
rewards fan.  
 Reserve your room 
today at either the Hilton 
Hotel or the Sheraton 
Hotel. For the Hilton, visit www.hilton.com. For The 
Sheraton Pasadena, visit www.starwoodmeeting.
com. Mention Garden Writers Association for a 
discounted room rate of $129 USD (single/double) at 
either hotel.

http://www.hilton.com/en/hi/groups/personalized/P/PASPHHF-GWA-20150916/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG
https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/events/start.action?id=1411112624&key=DA638FD
https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/events/start.action?id=1411112624&key=DA638FD
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                 Welcome to the following new members who joined the association in March and April 2015.

neW MeMBers

patricia Lunn adsit
3917 Wesseck Rd.
High Point, NC 27265
(O) 336.862.2575
(H) 336.869.6535
patricia_adsit@yahoo.com

Jill andersen
Artisan Gardening
2734 Kendall Ave.
Madison, WI 53705
(O) 608.239.8969
(H) 608.239.8969
jill@artisangardening.com

debbie arrington
Sacramento Bee
428 Cedar River Way
Sacramento, CA 95831
(O) 916.321.1075
(H) 916.392.8278
darrington@sacbee.com

Katie Bach
Cascade Compost
6545 106th Ave. NE, #4
Kirkland, WA 98033
(O) 206.510.7104
bachkatie2@gmail.com

Barbara Barker
12287 - 117 Dr.
Live Oak, FL 32060
(O) 386.362.9089
(H) 386.362.9089
gginfo@windstream.net

John Boggan
DC Tropics
1716 Irving St. NW
Washington, DC 20010
(O) 202.328.8145
(H) 202.328.8145
dctropics@gmail.com

Megan  Cain
The Creative Vegetable 
Gardener

4009 Maher Ave.
Madison, WI 53716
(O) 608.395.7246
(H) 608.395.7246
megan@creativevegetablegardener.
com

susan Calhoun 
Plantswoman Design Inc. 
PO Box 10505 
Bainbridge Island, WA 98110
(O) 206.842.2453
(H) 360.394.2453
Susan@plantswomandesign.com

dugald Cameron
10 Helena Ave.
Toronto, ON M6G 2H2 Canada
(O) 416.653.8678
(H) 416.653.8678
dugald.cameron@gmail.com

Mary Chadduck
1904 Clayton Pl.
Alexandria, VA 22308
(O) 703.768.5700, ext. 117
(H) 703.768.7127
chadduckm@cox.net

Thomas Christopher
134 Pine St.
Middletown, CT 06457
(O) 860.754.6880
(H) 860.344.1408
tchristopher06457@gmail.com

Clara Curtis
The North Carolina Arboretum
100 Frederick Law Olmsted Way
Ashville, NC 28806
(O) 828.665.2492, ext. 218
ccurtis@ncarboretum.org

nancy dewolfe
32 Treetop Park
Westborough, MA 01581
(O) 508.963.1556

(H) 508.366.5566
9gentians@gmail.com

Liza drozdov
HortusTV
43 Burnet St.
Oakville, ON L6K 1B6 Canada
(O) 905.617.1802
(H) 905.617.1802
lizadrozdov@gmail.com

Beverly Fitts
Longwood Gardens
634 Revere Rd.
Merion Station, PA 19066
(O) 610.667.5468
beverlyfitts@verizon.net

Lise gobeille
Le Devoir Newspaper
5227 Avenue D’Orléans
Montréal, QC H1X 2K8 Canada
(O) 514.727.3151
(H) 514.727.3151
lgobeille@ledevoir.com

Jennifer gray
Horticultural Research Institute
2130 Stella Ct.
Columbus, OH 43215
(O) 614.884.1155
jenniferg@americanhort.org

paula gross
UNC Charlotte Botanical Botanical 
Gardens 
McMillan Greenhouse
9201 University City Blvd.
Charlotte, NC 28223
(O) 704.687.0719
(H) 704.773.1924
pmgross@uncc.edu

Joanna guzzetta
Four Seasons Containers 
Gardens
4804 NW Bethany Blvd.
Ste. I2-312

Portland, OR 97229
(O) 503.629.8410
(H) 503.629.8410
info@fourseasonscontainergardens.
com

gretchen Hatch
Greta June Inc.
P.O. Box 8215
Saint Paul, MN 55108
(O) 612.267.3729
(H) 612.267.3729
gretchen@gretajune.com

alison Hoffman
EveryGreenPlant
295 Kimberly Rd.
N. Barrington, IL 60010
(O) 224.688.8838
(H) 224.688.8838
aahoffman@everygreenplant.com

donald Hyatt
Stonehouse Creek Nursery
1948 Lorraine Ave.
McLean, VA 22101
(H) 703.241.5421
don@donaldhyatt.com

neal Klabunde
Dirty Fingernails Marketing, LLC
22817 Westwood Dr.
Strongsville, OH 44149
(O) 440.879.8060
beesnplants@dirty-fingernails.com

Robert Kourik
Metamorphic Press
P.O. Box 412
Occidental, CA 95465
(O) 707.538.7096
rkourik@sonic.net

Mathew McCarthy
Waterloo Region Record
9 Robertson Dr.
Guelph, ON N1H 4S8 Canada
(O) 519.581.2029

(H) 519.581.2029
Mathewmccarthy@rogers.com

Jennifer Mcguinness
18 Coe Ave. Extension
Portland, CT 06480
(O) 860.754.6565
(H) 860.342.0150
jen.mcguinness@sbcglobal.net 

guy Meilleur
Historic Tree Care
2020 New Hill Olive Chapel Rd.
New Hill, NC 27562
(O) 919.387.7045
(H) 919.906.0465
guym@bettertreecare.com

Laura Mills
11555 S.W. Center St., #5
Beaverton, OR 97005
(O) 503.956.6102
(H) 503.956.6102
laumills@yahoo.com

dana Morgan
8500 Belford Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90045
(O) 310.702.6653
danah.morgan@gmail.com

eileen nelson
University of Wisconsin
1575 Linden Dr.
Madison, WI 53706
(O) 608.265.5283
(H) 608.606.9077
eonelson@wisc.edu

Lyndsey newnam
G&S Business Communications
8521 Six Forks Rd., Ste. 300
Raleigh, NC 27615
(O) 919.870.5718
(H) 919.723.7225

lnewnam@gscommunications.
com

Ronald nowicki
The Land Office
907 Summit St.
Downers Grove, IL 60515-4924
(O) 630.852.5263
(H) 630.430.6963
ronnowicki@comcast.net

Rebecca sweet
Harmony in the Garden
482 San Luis Ave.
Los Altos, CA 94024
(O) 650.996.1656
(H) 650.941.9125
rebecca@harmonyinthegarden.
com

david williams
Williams Nursery
524 Springfield Ave.
Westfield, NJ 07090
(O) 908.232.4076
davewmsdave@gmail.com

allied Members
Victory seed Company
Mike Dunton
P.O. Box 192
Molalla, OR 97038-0192
(O) 503.829.3126
info@victoryseeds.com

Victory seed Company 
John Dunton
P.O. Box 192
Molalla, OR 97038-0192
(O) 503.829.3126
john@victoryseeds.com

Van Belle nursery 
Kevin Cramer
PMB 348, P.O. Box 8000
Sumas, WA 98295
(O) 604.853.3415
kevin@vanbelle.com

mailto:davewmsdave@gmail.com
mailto:john@victoryseeds.com
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dates & events

APRIL 14-15
RHS Great London Plant Fair, RHS Horticultural 
Halls, London, England. (www.rhs.org.uk/shows-
events/rhs-london-shows/rhs-great-london-plant-fair)

MAY 7-9
The Herb Society of America Educational Conference 
& Annual Meeting, Colonial Williamsburg Lodge, 
Williamsburg, Va. (Herb Society Conference)

June 4-7
The Garden Bloggers Fling, Toronto, ON, Canada 
with an optional day to the Niagara region June 8. 
This is an annual social and garden touring event 
for garden bloggers. The Fling attracts garden 
bloggers from all over the U.S., Canada and Europe. 
(gardenbloggersfling.blogspot.ca/p/2015-toronto.
html) Or, contact Helen Battersby (helenbattersby@
rogers.com)

June 19-21
The Newport Flower Show’s 20th anniversary will be 
celebrated with “American Beauty-Timeless Style” 
at Rosecliff, R.I. Long before it became home to 
the flower show, Rosecliff was the birthplace of the 
American Beauty Rose. This iconic flower is the 
inspiration for the 20th anniversary. (Newport Flower 
Show)

June 20
Association of Northwest Landscape Designers 
Annual Designers Garden Tour, West side of 

Portland, Ore. View spectacular private gardens, 
meet local landscape designers, take in original art, 
gather ideas for your perennial pleasure. Lush west 
side gardens on display for self guided tours. (www.
anld.com)

June 21-24
Garden Centers of American Summer 
Tour, Milwaukee, Wis. (http://www.
gardencentersofamerica.org/event-1750789)

JuLY 9-11
American Horticultural Society National Children 
& Youth Garden Symposium, with local co-hosts 
the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center and the 
International Junior Master Gardener Program, 
Austin, Texas. (www.ahs.org/gardening-programs/
youth-gardening/ncygs/2015-ncygs/overview)

JuLY 11-14
Cultivate’15: An AmericanHort Experience, Greater 
Columbus Convention Center, Columbus, Ohio 
(http://cultivate15.org)

JuLY 14-16
The Heritage Museums & Gardens’ Hydrangea 
Conference, Sandwich, Mass. (www.
HeritageMuseums.org/Hydrangeas2015)

JuLY 29-31
Direct Gardening Association Summer Conference, 

Philadelphia, Pa. Hotel: Sofitel Philadelphia 
(www.directgardeningassociation.com/2015-dga-
summer-conference)

SePteMbeR 15-17
Thrive ‘15, merging several popular green industry 
events at the Ancaster Fairgrounds, Jerseyville, Ont. 
Its anchor is Garden Expo, Canada’s fall buying 
show for the retail garden center industry. Landscape 
Ontario inspires the industry it serves by creativity — 
and changing with the times. (www.lothrive.com)

SePteMbeR 18-21
Garden Writers Association 67th Annual Symposium, 
Pasadena Convention Center, Pasadena, Calif. 
(www.gardenwriters.org)

SePteMbeR 24-26
America in Bloom Symposium & Awards Program, 
Holland, Mich. This award winning, all-American city 
serves up the perfect balance of excitement and 
hometown comfort with a delightful Dutch accent. 
(www.americainbloom.org/Symposium/2015-
Symposium-and-Awards.aspx)

OctObeR 5-9
All-America Selections Summer/Fall Summit. 
Tours include Dallas Arboretum, Fort Worth 
Botanic Garden, Ruibal’s Market, North Haven 
Garden Center, and more. Dallas, Texas (all-
americaselections.org/meetings/index.cfm)

http://www.rhs.org.uk/shows-events/rhs-london-shows/rhs-great-london-plant-fair
http://www.rhs.org.uk/shows-events/rhs-london-shows/rhs-great-london-plant-fair
http://www.herbsociety.org/events/conference-15.html
http://gardenbloggersfling.blogspot.ca/p/2015-toronto.html
http://gardenbloggersfling.blogspot.ca/p/2015-toronto.html
mailto:helenbattersby@rogers.com
mailto:helenbattersby@rogers.com
http://www.newportmansions.org/events/newport-flower-show
http://www.newportmansions.org/events/newport-flower-show
http://www.anld.com
http://www.anld.com
http://www.gardencentersofamerica.org/event-1750789
http://www.gardencentersofamerica.org/event-1750789
http://www.ahs.org/gardening-programs/youth-gardening/ncygs/2015-ncygs/overview
http://www.ahs.org/gardening-programs/youth-gardening/ncygs/2015-ncygs/overview
http://cultivate15.org
http://www.HeritageMuseums.org/Hydrangeas2015
http://www.HeritageMuseums.org/Hydrangeas2015
http://www.directgardeningassociation.com/2015-dga-summer-conference
http://www.directgardeningassociation.com/2015-dga-summer-conference
http://www.lothrive.com
http://www.gardenwriters.org
http://www.americainbloom.org/Symposium/2015-Symposium-and-Awards.aspx
http://www.americainbloom.org/Symposium/2015-Symposium-and-Awards.aspx
http://all-americaselections.org/meetings/index.cfm
http://all-americaselections.org/meetings/index.cfm

