
GWA Media Awards Entry 
Deadline Approaching

The GWA Media Awards 
Program has been mod-
ernized so that it’s an 
ONLINE entry and 
judging process. We 
believe this is the only 
national online media 
awards contest for the 
Gardening Communica-
tions Industry.
 The early-bird deadline for 
awards entries is right around the corner. So, submit 
your entries TODAY!

Early Entry Discount Deadline:
Sat., Feb. 15

All entries must be received no later than Mar. 15.
Awards Entry Form

Contact the GWA office with any 
questions (806.832.1870). 
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66th GWA Annual Symposium Tours 
The 2014 Garden Writers 
Association Annual 
Symposium will be held 
Aug. 8-11 in Pittsburgh, 
Pa. There are many things 
to see in this great city. 
Below are just a few of the 
highlights of this year’s 
symposium.

Newington Estate 
This estate is one of the oldest homes in the 
region, dating back to 1785. The original property, 
situated on the Ohio River just west of Pittsburgh, 
was acquired by one of the current owner’s 
ancestors as payment for serving in the American 
Revolution with Gen. George Washington. Now 
housed on 10 sprawling acres, this two-story brick 
mansion is framed by a guesthouse, a barn, a spring 
house and the family’s original icehouse. Colossal 
trees on the property, such as katsuras, beeches, 
redwoods, apples and sycamores are amongst 
the largest specimens of their kind. Newington’s 
manicured gardens and rhododendron collection are 
spectacular. Visitors can wander through the Yew 

maze, rest on a bench beneath arched arborvitae, 
and browse the boxwood-framed rose garden. 
Teardrop-shaped Callery pears line the perennial 
border while statuary and topiaries are scattered 
throughout these formal gardens.

Pittsburgh Botanic Garden
Garden writers will see the historic Farmstead 
Garden that includes: 
•	a	renovated	1880	barn/Welcome	Center
•	a	Three	Sisters	Garden,	1784	log	cabin,	sheep	

shed, chicken coop and hillside overlook
•	a	young	heritage	apple	orchard	containing	long	

lineage apple trees including one dating to the 
1500s and one which produced Thomas Jefferson’s 
favorite apple

•	 two	rain	gardens
•	a	native	garden	staged	inside	an	eight-acre	

Dogwood Meadow
•	a	60-acre	Woodlands	of	the	World	garden	including	

an Appalachian Plateau Woodlands
•	 “Family	Moments”	play	areas	with	a	giant	bird	

nest, Meadow Maze, ceramic tree faces, a digging 
garden, forest treasures cubbies, tree stumps 

Continued on page 2
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not to just exist. Drip irrigation is throughout the park 
planting beds.
 Schenley Plaza is part of what is known as the 
four great parks in Pittsburgh. The land for Schenley 
Park began as 
“Mt.	Airy	Tract,”	
which was property 
willed to Mary 
Elizabeth Croghan 
by her maternal 
grandfather. In 
1842, 15-year-old 
Mary created an 
international scandal by leaving her Staten Island 
boarding school and eloping with 43-year-old Captain 
Edward Schenley to England. Distraught by the 
news, Mary’s father initiated a lengthy legal battle 
over her inheritance, successfully winning the title to 
all her property. Eventually reconciled with her father, 
Mary received her inheritance upon his death in 
1850. In 1889, she gave the city 300 acres of Mt. Airy 
Tract with an option to purchase 120 more, provided 
the park be named after her and never sold. The city 
bought the extra acres in 1891 and later purchased 
some adjoining land to complete the park.
 Edward Bigelow, Director of Public Works and 
negotiator of the land purchase, had plans for the 
park system including a system of boulevards that 
would link them together, and he began constructing 
bridges in Schenley Park to make it easier for 
travelers to reach the park. The Phipps Run stream 
corridor runs through Schenley Park and marks the 
high point of the Panther Hollow Valley, and provides 
access from the Schenley Park Café and Visitor 
Center to Panther Hollow Lake. 
 Phipps Run features some of Schenley Park’s 
most	interesting	bridges.	The	“tufa	bridges,”	built	in	
1908, are actually made of reinforced concrete that was 
covered in tufa. Tufa is a porous calcium carbonate 
formed as mineral deposits pile up below the surface of 
water. Schenley Plaza today is a vibrant green space 
within the Oakland community of Pittsburgh. 
 As a bonus for the symposium attendees, 
Schenley	Plaza	will	also	be	the	site	of	the	first	All	
America Selections Display Garden in Pittsburgh!

Fallingwater/Kentuck Knob
Fallingwater is without 
a doubt one of the most 
famous homes in the United 
States. Designed by Frank 
Lloyd Wright, it is a modern 
marvel with the home built 
over a 30-foot waterfall. 
Built	between	1936	and	1939,	it	is	now	on	the	
National Historic Landmarks list. It was built for the 
Kaufmann family, magnates with a local department 
store. Designed as a summer home in the midst 
of the Laurel Highland, it has come to represent a 
pinnacle	of	architectural	design.	In	1963,	the	family	
turned the property over to the Western Pennsylvania 
Conservancy who maintain the residence.
 Kentuck Knob is often referred to as the child 
of Fallingwater. It sits approximately seven miles 
south of Fallingwater and was the home of I.N. 
and Bernadine Hagan of local ice cream fame. It 
later became the home of Lord and Lady Palumbo 
after Mr. Hagan’s declining health had forced them 
to move to a smaller home. The kitchen is the 
core	of	the	home,	but	an	open	floor	plan	with	the	
cantilevered overhangs and great expanses of glass 
integrates the inside with the outside. 

Weiss “Green” Garden 
in Squirrel Hill
One of the gardens attendees will visit is the Amy 
and	Lou	Weiss	“green”	garden	located	in	Squirrel	
Hill. Through the company Weisslines, the couple 
represents	green	flooring	and	high-finish	products	and	
has worked with some of the largest green buildings 
in the world. Their house, designed by Hugh Newell 
Jacobsen, is environmentally friendly and has a 
garden to match.
 The view from their front door is through an allée 
of American hornbeam, serviceberry and bayberry. 
The allée screens the house from cars along nearby 
Beechwood Boulevard. The garden includes nearly 
60	plants	(including	inkberry	and	hemlock)	that	were	
planted by landscaper John Dreher.

with magnifying lenses, and giant Lincoln logs for 
children to build their own habitats.

 Also, symposium attendees will have the 
opportunity to see the part of the garden that 
is undergoing a reclamation process known as 
daylighting. Since most of the land for the garden sits 
above abandoned coal mines, removing the mines 
stabilizes the land and protects future building from 
mine subsidence — underground collapsing which 
causes surface sinkholes. Daylighting, which includes 
removing the coal near the surface that was left 
behind by the old mines, cleans the water for irrigation 
and reduces pollution entering the streams. The 
project also includes building an intelligent rainwater 
system that will provide for future irrigation needs.

Schenley Plaza
There is far more to Schenley Plaza than what 
meets the eye. Pittsburgh is one of many cities under 
federal mandate to address the environmental issues 
resulting from a combined sewer and stormwater 
runoff system. Tearing down parking lots to build 
paradise is an incremental step towards mitigating 
storm water in the sewer system. The plaza is built 
on	top	of	an	80-foot-deep	ravine	which	was	filled	in	
around the 1900s. Soil borings revealed that water 
infiltration	and	percolation	rates	were	low	to	very	
low, so a conventional process of placing topsoil on 
this substrate was not going to provide a desirable 
outcome and do nothing for storm water mitigation.
 The entire lawn area was excavated to a depth 
of three feet with a slight grade of one percent to 
the north and south and followed the existing grade 
from east to west. A foot depth of triple washed #57 
gravel	was	installed	at	the	base	and	topped	by	6	
inches of bridging gravel, then18 inches of root zone 
mix.	The	root	zone	mix	is	capable	of	infiltrating	and	
storing a three inch rain storm event. Those storm 
events represent 97% of the storms that Pittsburgh 
experiences. In essence, the entire lawn area 
functions as a rain garden.
 Structural soils were placed under the sidewalks 
to	allow	trees	planted	within	the	cut	outs	to	flourish	—	

Continued from page 1
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gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=awards/index.html
 And, here’s an easy way to promote GWA. Why 
not add our logo to your email signature? Every time 
you send a message to a friend or colleague, you’ll 
be	proudly	showing	them	your	affiliation	with	our	
group. I, myself, only started doing this a few months 
ago, and I was surprised by the number of people 
who commented. In fact, most asked questions about 
GWA	and	I	can	now	confirm	we	have	at	least	one	
new member, just because I added that little logo 
to my signature. To pick up the logo, go to the GWA 
website. Click on:

>	“Members	Area”		
>	“Archives”	
>	“GWA	logo	downloads”	
>	Log	in	to	access	the	members	area.	You	will	find	
the different logo options available for download.
 Have a nice end of winter!

 Larry Hodgson

Continued on page 3
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President’s Message

I’m writing this literally days 
before the winter Board 
Meeting where there will be 
lots of decisions to make, but 
I’m not prescient enough to 
predict the outcomes, so that 
will have to wait.

     I did want to remind you 
that the Call for Entries for 
the Garden Media Awards 

Program is now underway. Ours is the only national 
online media awards contest for the gardening 
communications industry and, therefore, a rare 
chance for many GWA members to have their work 
reviewed by their peers. Surely you wrote an article, 
published a book, produced a gardening blog, hosted 
a radio show or accomplished one of a host of 
awardable actions in 2013? Why not participate and 
show off your skills to GWA members all over 
the world as well as taking a chance at winning a 
Silver Award of Achievement or even a Gold Award. 
One or the other would look great on your mantle…
and even better in your CV. The early cutoff date is 
Feb. 15; however, you have until Mar. 15 to send 
in your submissions; so you still have time.
 Participating in this year’s awards program will 
be unlike any other in the past, as it is now entirely 
online. You can still send in printed books or photos, 
of course, but for most of us, it is far easier to submit 
electronic versions of our work. All the forms are now 
online; no need to spend time and effort printing and 
mailing. 
 Also, the restriction that the work had to be 
published in North America has been lifted. No matter 
where in the world you live, your submission is now 
welcome. Let’s make this year’s awards program the 
biggest and best ever! For more information on the 
Garden Media Awards Program, go to http://www.

Stay informed on all the latest 
in the Association. 

Join GWA on 
Facebook: Garden Writers Association

and
Twitter: @GardenWriters

http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=awards/index.html
http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=awards/index.html
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Continued on page 5

GWA Foundation Scholarships Awarded
The Garden Writers Association Foundation 
(GWAF) Scholarship Committee recently announced 
recipients of the 2014 Student Scholarship Grants in 
Gardening Communications and the Kathleen Fisher 
Memorial Scholarship. The Foundation’s mission 
is to encourage students who major in horticulture, 
plant science or journalism to develop their skills with 
further education toward a career in home garden 

Student Scholarship Recipients

media communications. The scholarship award is 
intended as a tuition aid or as an aid in the purchase 
of textbooks, garden books and special horticultural 
projects to further a student’s horticultural journalism 
skills or their garden photographic skills.
 The Kathleen Fisher Memorial Scholarship is 
presented in recognition of Kathleen Fisher, who 
was the editor of The American Gardener, the 

journal of the American Horticultural Society. It is 
given annually in the amount of $500 to any post-
secondary student, including technical schools and 
communication colleges, majoring in horticulture, 
plant science or journalism, with an interest in garden 
communications.
 A total of $7,450 in scholarship grants were 
conveyed in December for the 2014 spring term. 

CALeB MeLCHiOR is a 
young landscape designer and 
garden communicator from 
southeast Missouri. Growing 
up at the edge of the Ozarks, 
he is passionate about the 
relationships between people, 

places and plants. He is currently pursuing a Masters 
of Landscape Architecture at Kansas State University. 
Caleb recently returned from four months in Orvieto, 
Italy, where he studied Mediterranean meadow plant 
communities and historic urban spaces. His current 
research focuses on contemporary naturalistic 
planting design, as he hopes to better understand 
the transformative possibilities for regional planting 
design in the 21st century. 
 Caleb has extensive experience in freelance 
writing and photography. He also has hands-on 
perennial growing and design experience through 
working at Sugar Creek Gardens, a specialty 
perennial nursery in Kirkwood, Mo.  

MARY gLAZeR is pursuing 
a Bachelor of Science degree 
from the University of Florida 
where she has just started her 
senior year. Originally, Mary 
attended UF decades ago, and 
is	delighted	to	finally	have	the	

opportunity	to	complete	her	education.	Specifically,	

her major is Plant Science, Environmental 
Horticulture.
 Concurrent with her studies she has completed a 
20 article contract with Meredith Corporation, as the 
Gulf Coast regional writer for Lowe’s. Also, she has 
been published more than a dozen times in Florida 
Gardening magazine.
 Prior to returning to college, Mary had taught 
community education classes on gardening topics. 
As a Master Gardener with Alachua County 
Extension	Office,	she	had	greatly	enjoyed	interacting	
with homeowners and assisting them with their 
questions, whether in person at a plant sale booth 
or over the phone. She has also been the guest 
speaker at 24 garden clubs, frequently lecturing on 
her	favorite	topic:	“Florida	Native	Plants.”	
 

iSABeLLA HepKe-LAwS 
is a senior studying horticulture 
at Colorado State University. 
She grew up on a 120-acre 
farm in northeastern Colorado. 
Her interests in gardening stem 
from the large subscription 
garden she and her brother have 

managed for the past 14 summers. Isabella writes 
for the CSU Collegian and is the president of the 
CSU Horticulture Club. Her post-graduation plans are 
undecided, but she hopes to continue her agricultural 
education and to continue writing about gardening, 

food and the environment. In her free time, she 
enjoys skiing, hiking, swimming and visiting botanic 
gardens.

MATTHew McKeRnAn is a 
junior at Kansas State University 
in Manhattan, Kan., majoring 
in Horticulture. Involved in the 
horticulture industry since a 
very young age, Matthew has 
developed a passion for plants 
over the years, volunteering 
at Botanica, The Wichita 

Gardens in his hometown of Wichita, Kan. Eager to 
expand his knowledge of the horticulture industry, 
Matthew is an active student at Kansas State 
University. He is currently the president of the Kansas 
State University Horticulture Club, secretary and 
treasurer of the College of Agriculture Competition 
Teams Council, and a three-year member of the 
Landscape Contracting Team which competes at 
the international PLANET (Professional Landcare 
NETwork) Conferences each year. 
 Matthew studied abroad with the Horticulture 
Department at K-State in Australia during January 
2013. He also completed an internship this past 
summer with Signature Landscape Services, Inc., a 
landscaping company in Seattle, Wash. Matthew is 
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also an avid photographer and enjoys spending time 
outdoors and with his family.

MeLiSSA KiCHLeR is a full-
time undergraduate student of 
horticulture at the University of 
Cincinnati School of Design, 
Architecture, Art and Planning. 
Her studies include: horticulture 
science, forestry, landscape 
history, design, woody and 
herbaceous ornamentals, native 

plants and more. Melissa is a part-time employee 
of the Civic Garden Center of Greater Cincinnati 
Ohio. She facilitates tours for school-age kids 
through a Green Learning Center which promotes 
environmental stewardship.
 Melissa’s greatest accomplishment is the 
blessing of motherhood. She has two grown sons 
and a 13-year-old daughter. After the loss of her 
husband in 2003, developing gardens throughout 
her property and journaling have been her way of 
healing. She enjoys gardening, landscape projects 
and seasonal photography.  
 Melissa does not know what the future holds 
for	her	career,	but	she	is	excited	and	strives	to	fulfill	
her calling as a horticulturist. 

JeSSiCA VAUgHAn attends 
Cabrillo College in Aptos, Calif., 
where she grows hydroponic 
and aquaponic food crops in the 
college’s greenhouse for the weekly 
farmers’ market. Her gardening 
claim to fame includes a 200-pound 
tomato harvest from a measly four 
tomato plants, a pumpkin large 
enough to intimidate her dog, and 

a cucumber named Fluffy. She plans to one day run 
her own high-altitude indoor food growing operation 
in an area without its own local fresh produce supply 
where she can connect with the community that eats 
the produce she grows and share her knowledge 
of	controlled	environment	agriculture	for	the	benefit	
of the folks who live in the challenging growing 
environment.

diReCTORS

RegiOn i
Ellen Zachos	(2016	N)
 Acme Plant Stuff
Sally Ferguson (2015 R)
 Ferguson Caras PR
Rich Pomerantz (2014 R)   
 Rich Pomerantz Photography

RegiOn ii
Steve Maurer (2014 N)
 Nemours Museum & Gardens 
Dan Benarcik (2014 R)
 Chanticleer Foundation
Denise Schreiber (2015 R)
 Allegheny County Parks Dept.

RegiOn iii
Linda	Nitchman	(2016	N)
 Freelance
Christine Kelleher (2014 R)
 Aris Horticultural Services
Maria Zampini (2015 R)
 UpShoot LLC

RegiOn iV
Linda Askey (2015 N)
 New Leaves
Bob Polomski (2015 R)
 S.C. Extension Horticulturist
Barbara Wise (2014 R)
 Landscape Services, Inc.

OFFiCeRS

pReSidenT  
Larry Hodgson 
 HortiCom, Inc.
ViCe pReSidenT 
Kirk Brown 
 John Bartram Lives.
TReASUReR 
Becky Heath 
 Brent & Becky’s Bulbs

RegiOn V
Bill	Adams	(2016	N)
 Freelance
Beth Clark (2015 R)
 Freelance
Kevin Gragg (2014 R)
 Oklahoma State University

RegiOn Vi
Nan Sterman (2014 N)
  Plant Soup, Inc.
Pat Munts (2014 R)
 Spokesman Review
Lydia Plunk (2015 R)
 Freelance

RegiOn Vii
Donna Balzer (2015 N)
 Donna Balzer Consulting, Inc.
Steven Biggs (2014 R)
 Freelance 
Ken Brown (2015 R)
 www.gardening-enjoyed.com

SeCReTARY  
Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp
 Write for You!
pAST pReSidenT  
Debra Prinzing 
 Freelance

2013-14 GWA
BoArd of directors

n = NATIONAL DIRECTOR  
R = REGIONAL DIRECTOR

KATie wOLTeRS is a fourth 
year student at Kansas State 
University and is majoring in 
Horticulture with an emphasis 
in Landscape Design. Having 
a strong background in design, 
she discovered her passion for 
nature and the many different 

uses of plants, along with her passion for helping 
others after having traveled abroad to Kenya. After 
graduation she plans to work abroad focusing on 
soil fertility and small garden crop production in third 
world countries.

Student Kathleen Fisher
Memorial Scholarship

Career-wise, AnTHOnY 
ReARdOn’s life biography 
can essentially be reduced to 
two major events thus far: the 
realization of his great passion 
for writing, and the advent of his 
equal passion for horticulture. 
Hailing from Dodge City, Kan., 

he	first	began	to	delve	into	both	the	worlds	of	writing	
and of horticulture during his freshman year of high 
school. It was at this point that Anthony joined his 
school’s newspaper and, simultaneously, acquired a 
part-time job as a grounds crew member at the local 
country club’s golf course. 
 Little did he know it then, but these two 
occurrences would pave the path to his becoming 
coeditor of that newspaper for his Junior and Senior 
years of high school. Then, to attaining an Associate 
of Arts — Mass Communications degree during his 
first	two	years	of	college.	He	continued	to	work	at	that	
same golf course for the next seven years – inspiring 
him	to	finish	his	education	studying	horticulture	at	
K-State. It was a serendipitous realization that these 
two crafts could be combined, but a realization that, 
once made, has completely altered his career path. 
Now, venturing forth in his career, he fully intends to 
unite these two passions in his future profession.

Continued from page 4
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executive director’s report

Robert C. LaGasse 
Executive Director

GWA has remained fairly 
stable over the years while 
some industry groups ap-
pear to be struggling and 
sometimes failing. Even 
so, we constantly have to 
question our relevance in 
today’s (and tomorrow’s) 
market. That question, and 
the concepts expressed 
in a recent book entitled 

Race for Relevance, led the GWA Board to conduct 
a strategic planning review at our Board of Directors 
meeting in San Francisco last month. 
 Facilitated by Harrison Coerver of Harrison 
Coerver & Associates, one of the book’s authors, 
we took a hard look at GWA’s program priorities 
and objectives, our strategic plan, our membership, 
the gardening communications market, volunteer 
resources, staff resources and other issues.  The 
underlying challenge is to focus on what has made 
GWA great over the years — our core program focus 
if you will. When an organization looks at everything it 
does with the clarity of what its core purpose and audi-
ence are, we were naturally drawn to some interesting 
conclusions.
 As the result of a very long day of strategic re-
view,	our	final	conclusions	and	objectives	were:

1.	Strengthen	the	value	and	financial	performance	of	
the symposium.

2.	Assess	member	profiles,	needs,	wants,	desires	
and willingness to support.

3.	Define	and	update	the	GWA	brand.

 Everyone is agreed on the task ahead and en-
thusiastic about moving forward; so, the process of 
reviewing our strategic position and objectives was a 
tremendous success. GWA has begun taking action 

on conducting a realistic market needs assessment. 
 In the coming weeks and months, you will be 
asked to participate in one or more surveys designed 
to collect information to determine what members 
want in skills training, how that material should be 
conveyed and what cost is reasonable to support 
such programming. It is critical that members and 
prospective members provide the information they 
truly feel represents their opinions, not just what 
might be expected.
 Another focused effort is strengthening the value 
and performance of the symposium. The annual 
symposium is THE key program that provides the 
most service to the greatest number of members. 
The garden tours, contacts, networking, product in-
formation and educational programs (whether techni-
cal or horticultural in nature) have something for both 
beginners and experienced members, no matter how 
detailed or casual their involvement in the profes-
sion. The symposium is the cornerstone GWA has 
built upon for the past 20 years and remains relevant 
to the business of gardening communications even 
today. 
 This year’s symposium will be held Aug. 8-11 at 
the Westin Hotel and David L. Lawrence Conference 
Center in downtown Pittsburgh, Pa. The local com-
mittee headed by Denise Schreiber is putting the 
final	touches	on	our	tour	and	event	activities	that	will	
enlighten, captivate and entertain all participants at 
the meeting. Program Chair Kirk Brown, is busily 
assembling our educational programs. With over 140 
presentation proposals submitted for just 21 pro-
gram slots, we have the makings for an outstanding 
agenda to meet everyone’s needs. Look for sympo-
sium program announcements coming soon.
 Industry support for the Pittsburgh symposium 
has also gotten off to a great start. This year’s exhibit 
is expected to be one of the largest displays of new 
gardening products and services we have had in 
many years. And, our sponsorship support has also 
been tremendous which bodes well for keeping costs 

affordable for members.
	 Make	your	plans	now	to	participate	in	the	66th	
GWA Annual Symposium in Pittsburgh. Hotel reser-
vations are open on the GWA website.
	 Last	but	not	least,	our	strategic	review	identified	
the GWA identity as an ongoing challenge we hope 
to resolve this year for launch in early 2015. Upon 
completion of our market needs assessment, GWA 
will use our redirected plan to re-brand the associa-
tion in new terms for the current market. We expect 
to involve all members in the process; so, look for-
ward	to	participating	in	the	first	major	identity	update	
for	the	organization	in	66	years.
 GWA is on a new mission to assure our relevance 
to the industry and its members, and we invite ev-
eryone to come along as we take this journey for the 
future.

Helping Us Grow

The following members have been credited with 
recruiting a new member in 2013/14. Each member 
who successfully recruits a new member receives a 
$15 credit toward this year’s dues, up to $85. Con-
gratulations, and thank you to the following mem-
bers for their help in making GWA grow.

One New Member
Lynne Harrison
Dee Nash
Eddie Rhoades
Lawrence Sherk
Pat Webster
Helen Yoest

Two New Members
Jessie Keith
Anna Leggatt
Susan Morrison
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GRO1000 Grassroots Grant Application Process 
— Supports Community Gardens and Greenspace —

Applications are now being accepted for the 
GRO1000 Grassroots Grants award program. 
These grants support community greenspace 
development. Grants are awarded to deserving 
not-for-profit	civic	organizations	across	the	country	
and are part of a larger commitment ScottsMiracle-
Gro has made to create more than 1,000 com-
munity gardens and greenspaces in the U.S., 
Canada and Europe by 2018, the company’s 150th 
anniversary.	To	date,	406	community	projects	have	
been impacted by GRO1000.
 The GRO1000 Grassroots Grant application for 
2014 is available online at: http://www.GroGood.com/
GiveBackToGro/Gro1000/Grassroots

Submission Deadline: 
Feb. 17, 2014 at 11:59 p.m. EST 

(Grants that range from $500 to $1,500 are awarded 
based on community need, scope of project and 
long-term sustainability of the greenspace.)

 In conjunction with the grant application period, 
ScottsMiracle-Gro has launched Gro & Chat, 
an online community dedicated exclusively to 
the community garden movement. Gro & Chat 
(Gro-Chat.com) was developed as a free online 
resource to support those who have a passion 
for community gardening, including previous and 
potential GRO1000 Grassroots Grants award 
recipients. To learn more about Gro & Chat and to 
join the community, visit www.Gro-Chat.com.
 For more information on GRO1000, visit www.
GroGood.com/GiveBackToGro/GRO1000.
 

Las Vegas Garden PAR Program
BY NeDrA HOOGlAND

The Provident Community Garden in Las Vegas 
started in March 2012. Master Gardeners initially 
started with 90, 5’ x 10’ boxes that individuals could 
purchase to grow their produce. Additionally, the 
Master Gardeners have added several group boxes 
that measure 4’ x 80’. Last spring, one of those rows 
was designated for Plant a Row for the Hungry. Last 
fall,	an	additional	60	individual	boxes	were	added,	
that also includes 20, 5’ x 23’ ready for planting in the 
spring for a total of 130 boxes. Thirty-one boxes are 
still available to the community.  
 Located next to the garden is a school. The school has an additional 20 boxes that they maintain. 

Don Fabbi in Las Vegas also maintains four 
demonstration gardens. 
 Currently there are six Master Gardeners 
working at the garden. I am also a Master Gardener 
trained by the Cooperative Extension Service and 
my husband is the daily manager of the garden. 
During this past season our PAR garden produced 
approximately 35 lbs. that was given to those in 
need. We also have encouraged individuals to 
harvest and donate their excess to help feed the 
hungry. Every pound counts!

Master Gardeners show off their garden.

Shown are the raised beds for the Provident Commu-
nity Garden.

http://www.grogood.com/GiveBackToGro/Gro1000/Grassroots
http://www.grogood.com/GiveBackToGro/Gro1000/Grassroots
http://gro-chat.com/
http://www.gro-chat.com/
http://www.GroGood.com/GiveBackToGro/GRO1000
http://www.GroGood.com/GiveBackToGro/GRO1000
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The following regional meetings are scheduled for 2014. Additional information will be posted 
online at www.gardenwriters.org and in future issues of the Quill & Trowel newsletter.

GWA regional Meetings

region 3 region 6 region 7

Chicago Flower & Garden Show
Saturday, March 15
8:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Chicago Flower & Garden Show
Navy Pier • Chicago, Illinois

Registration fee: By Feb. 28 By Mar. 7
GWA members $35/person $45/person
Non-members $45/person $55/person

8:00 am to 10:30 am: Check in (Registration & 
continental breakfast, hosted by Chicago Flower & 
Garden Show) Explore show before it’s open to public.
11:00 am: Welcome & Presentation on the Do Good 
Do	Green”	show	theme	—	Tony	Abruscato,	Chicago	
Flower & Garden Show producer
11:30 am:	“A	New	Spin	on	Old	Favorites”	—	Susan	
Martin, Walters Gardens Marketing Director
12:15 pm: Lunch - Sponsored by Chicago Flower & 
Garden Show
12:30 pm: GWA Region III Business Meeting — 
Linda Nitchman, Region III National Director
1:00 pm:	“All	I	Really	Need	to	Know	I	Learned	in	My	
Garden”	—	Jan Riggenbach, book author & columnist
1:45 pm: Door prize drawings
2:00 pm:	Adjourn	&	return	to	show	floor

Contact: Linda Nitchman
(paradisegardener@hotmail.com	•	618.593.2112)

Region III Chicago Flower Show

Canada Blooms
Saturday, March 15
8:00 a.m. – 2:45 p.m.
Direct Energy Centre

Toronto, Ontario, Canada
Registration: (Mar. 1 registration deadline) 
•	$50	–	Tour/Business of Garden Writing Sessions/Lunch
•	$15	–	Tour/Business	of	Garden	Writing	Sessions
Morning:
•	Private	tour	for	garden	writers,	before	crowds	arrive
•	Networking	window
•	Business	of	Garden	Writing:	Session	1
	 Paul	McLaughlin,	“The	Art	of	Asking	Questions”
•	 Business	of	Garden	Writing:	Session	2
	 Panel:	“Speaking	About	Gardening”
      Niki Jabour, Theresa Forte, Steve 
       Biggs & Ken Brown
Afternoon:
•	Our	hosts	tell	us	what’s	new	at	Canada	Blooms	&	you	
will	find	out	what’s	happening	in	GWA	Region	VII

•	Networking	Lunch
•	Words	from	Fiskars,	our	major	sponsor

Contact: Ken Brown
 (kcbrown@sympatico.ca	•		905.665.9411)
(Note: Media accreditation is required for 
complimentary access. Register at: http://
canadablooms.com/get-involved/for-the-media/)

Region VII Canada Blooms

Reinventing Yourself:
Thriving in a Climate of Change

The Yard, Garden & Patio Show
Portland, Oregon

Friday, February 28
5:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

registration fee: By 2/15/14 By 2/24/14
GWA members $35/person $45/person
Non-members $70/person $80/person

The digital world brings great changes to the world of 
garden communication. Join a panel of experts who will 
share their insights into the new world of writing, editing 
and photography.

Panelists:
Kym Pokorny (moderator)
Val easton  Tom Fischer 
Janet loughrey Marty Wingate

Sponsor support gratefully received from the Oregon 
Association of Nurseries, Monrovia, Terra Nova Nurs-
eries Inc., Time Travel Tours, Gardening in America/
Hume Seeds and Nichols Garden Nursery.

Contact: Ann Murphy 
(amurphy@oan.org • 503.582.2011)

Information & Registration:
Region VI Reg’l Meeting, Portland

http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/region3_3_15.html
mailto:kcbrown@sympatico.ca
http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/region7_3_15.html
mailto:amurphy@oan.org
http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/region6_2_28.html
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Photographer’s corner

Backups: What’s Your Plan B?
BY MArK TurNer

Aug. 4, 2013, I made a large global change to my 
Adobe Lightroom database that wiped out the 
caption	field	of	thousands	of	my	digital	images.	I	can’t	
remember what I might have done on that fateful 
day, but the bottom line is that since the captions 
are	missing,	Lightroom	can’t	find	Helictotrichon 
sempervirens or anything else among those images. 
I discovered the captions were missing when I 
searched for images I’d made in a garden in the 
summer of 2005 and photographed again in 2013. 
The captions were also missing from the .xmp 
sidecar	files	for	all	of	those	images.	In	my	normal	
workflow	I	embed	captions	into	the	.xmp	files	(for	
raw	files)	or	into	the	image	files	themselves	(for	
JPEG,	TIFF,	and	Photoshop	files),	and	I	apparently	
updated	those	files	after	I	screwed	up	my	Lightroom	
database.
 Fortunately, I don’t rely entirely on Lightroom’s 
database for my captions. I still use a FileMaker Pro 
database	I	started	20	years	ago	when	I	first	got	into	
this	business.	I’ve	entered	captions,	scientific	names,	
and locations for almost every image I’ve ever made 
into that FileMaker database. I back it up nearly 
every day to an external drive. That means that while 
it’s a big, tedious and time-consuming pain to restore 
thousands of captions to Lightroom, I have another 
data source to fall back on.
	 Digital	files	are	fragile.	Hard	drives	crash.	
Computer operators do stupid things accidentally. 
If you aren’t following a backup plan for your 
digital	photos,	as	well	as	your	other	computer	files,	
you’re living dangerously. I have several amateur 
photographer friends who have lost large numbers 

of photos because their computer crashed and they 
didn’t have a backup.
 Cloud storage and backup plans have become 
popular, with services like Backblaze, Carbonite, 
PhotoShelter and Dropbox, among others. They all 
have	the	advantage	of	backing	your	files	up	offsite,	
often on multiple servers located in more than one 
physical location. In many cases, you can save 30 
days or so of backups, so if you accidentally delete a 
file,	you	can	retrieve	it	within	that	time	period.	There	
are disadvantages to cloud backup as well. When 
you	measure	your	photo	file	storage	in	terabytes,	
it takes a long time to upload your initial backup, 
even with a high-speed net connection. It could take 
weeks, although some services let you send in a 
hard drive for the initial backup. You’re also relying 
on the integrity of the company to which you’ve 
entrusted	your	files.	Will	they	still	be	in	business	
when you need to retrieve your backup? A few years 
ago many photographers placed their trust in Digital 
Railroad, which went out of business nearly overnight 
and some photographers lost the work they had 
stored there. Cloud storage can also get expensive 
when you have a lot of data to back up.
	 I	back	up	my	own	files	to	a	set	of	external	hard	
drives. I keep the drive for the current year attached 
to my computer so it’s easy to back up every day 
or	so,	when	files	change.	I	bring	the	drives	for	older	
files	online	infrequently,	just	when	I’ve	made	changes	
(mostly to metadata or when I’ve created a derivative 
Photoshop	or	JPEG	file)	and	need	to	update	my	
backup. The drives I’m using are a combination of 
Western Digital and Seagate products; both have 
a reputation for quality and reliability. Some people 
recommend keeping a second set of backup drives 

offsite	in	case	of	burglary	or	fire,	but	I	haven’t	stepped	
up my backups to that level yet.
	 Another	way	to	back	up	your	files	is	on	multiple	
DVDs. They’re more or less permanent, but as digital 
files	have	gotten	larger	and	larger	it	takes	an	ever	
greater number of disks for backup. I have boxes full 
of backup disks, ending around 2010 when I decided 
hard drives made more sense.
 Whatever your backup strategy, it’s important to 
follow it routinely. You never know when you’re going 
to	need	to	recover	files	from	your	backup,	either	
because of a hardware problem or because, like me, 
you did something stupid.

Mark Turner is a professional garden and portrait 
photographer based in Bellingham, Wash. His 
work appears regularly in many garden magazines 
and books. Wildflowers	of	the	Pacific	Northwest, 
published by Timber in 2006, continues to sell well 
and he has another field guide coming out in May.
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What Do You Want To Be When You’re A Success?

BY MiCHAel leACH

My trip to New York for the Solopreneur Workshop, 
“How	to	Have	the	Career	You	Want,”	started	about	
50 years ago. When only a wee child, smiling adults 
would	look	down	and	say,	“What	do	you	want	to	be	
when	you	grow	up?”	I’d	quickly	reply,	“An	architect.”	
This	goal	changed	after	twice	flunking	pre-calculus	
in college (the second time with tutoring). Enter Plan 
B, a career in journalism because my 10th grade 
English teacher planted the seed that I could be a 
writer.
 What follows is 28 years of full-time newspaper 
reporting and editing, including garden writer 

for a metro daily. These days it’s freelancing for 
magazines	and	a	couple	of	“gypsy	jobs,”	those	short-
term, noncommittal affairs that supply income when 
ideal jobs are scant, but bills plentiful.
	 Although	semi-retired,	I	still	ask,	“What	will	I	be	
when	I	grow	up?”	I’m	always	searching	for	the	perfect	
job, when I should be pondering what I’m meant 
to	do	and	figuring	out	how	my	unique	talents	and	
passions could be focused into supporting my ideal 
lifestyle.
 That’s my main take-away from the GWA’s 
November workshop by Sean Carroll. Based in New 
York, he’s founder of Solo Pro Strategies where he 
provides business coaching and mentoring. Clients 

include the New Jersey 
State Bar Association and 
New Jersey Association of 
Women Business Owners.
 His content and approach 
are different from what I 
expected. For starters, 
Carroll shows that an 
effective speaker needs 
no high-tech gear, razzle-
dazzle setting or — thanks 
be to God — PowerPoint 
slides. Being a former 
elementary, middle and 
high school music teacher 
probably helps him think 
quickly on his feet and stay 
on track.
        Instead of a Business 
101 assignment on 
planning or organizing, 
we are asked to select a 
specific	future	date	for	our	

perfect business day. We are doing what we love, in 
a place we love, earning what we want. We are told 
to put all this down in the present tense. Writing in the 
present	tense,	Carroll	says,	causes	you	to	feel	“it’s	
happening	now.”
 Forget an aptitude test, some navel contem-
plation	is	needed	when	it	comes	to	finding	your	niche.	
This may be challenging for those cut loose from 
the	velvet	tethers	of	steady,	well-defined	positions	
and still hold a limited view of personal potential. As 
freelancers, they juggle all the balls, from mopping 
floors	to	marketing.	Perhaps	they	hold	a	gypsy	job,	
too.
 Somewhat similar contemplative approaches 
are taken in the books What Color Is Your Parachute 
(Ten Speed Press) and The Artist’s Way / A Spiritual 
Path to Higher Creativity (Tarcher Putnam). Both 
books	aim	to	help	you	to	find	who	you	are,	what	you	
are meant to be and how to get paid to do it.
 Spending the time narrowing what you do to 
a	laser-like	focus	statement	of	your	expertise	is	“a	
process	and	it	will	take	guts,”	Carroll	says.	Despite	
good intentions, this vital part of my homework 
remains	undone.	This	may	be	due	less	to	sufficient	
guts than in failing to follow Carroll’s excellent advice 
of	budgeting	sufficient	time	after	a	workshop,	seminar	
or meeting to focus on applying what you learned to 
your business. Notes were reviewed, but my action 
steps remain only a list.
 This focusing down, however, is essential in 
order to develop a natural sales approach. Once 
you	find	that	nugget,	it	becomes	a	marketing	tool	
whenever	anyone	asks,	“What	do	you	do?”
 What you actually do may be different from 
what you think. During the session, one participant 

Continued on page 11
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discussed the collage-making classes she conducts. 
After a few minutes of class comments and Carroll’s 
questioning, a rough statement is developed along 
the lines: I help people with no artistic training create 
something artistic in less than two hours.
 Another way to think of this process is by asking 
yourself,	“What	is	the	phone	call	that	would	make	you	
say, ‘Wow!’ What is the phone call that would make 
you	say,	‘That’s	nice’?”
 Even as my self-evaluation process continues, 
I already know a couple of his suggestions work. 
One is learning from those who are successful in the 
field	you	may	be	trying	to	enter.	When	considering	
public relations many years ago, I attended a few 
events sponsored by the local chapter of the Public 
Relations Society of America. I’d ask people what 
they liked most about their work and what they liked 
least.	It	became	apparent	this	isn’t	my	field.
 A second suggestion is turning down work 
when it fails to pay enough for your time, talent and 
expertise. If you can’t make the hourly rate of a gypsy 
job, maybe you shouldn’t take the assignment. I’ve 
yet to do this. But when totally swamped, I beg off by 
saying,	“My	schedule	is	too	full	to	do	the	type	of	work	
you	deserve.”	So	far,	I	still	get	assignments	from	
those editors. 
	 Among	my	notes	I	also	find	inspiration	in	some	
of the other ideas he covered:

•	 Consider	what	you	do	for	people	in	terms	of	solving	
their problems and how they feel about this. Use 
those emotional words when talking about what 
you do.

•	 Carve	out	time	to	work	on	the	business	side.	Set	
business-boosting goals to move it forward. 

•	 Turn	the	story	about	finding	your	passion	for	
gardening into an inspirational talk for non-
gardening groups.

Continued from page 10

the insider scoop

Julie McIntosh Shapiro has accepted the full-
time Curatorial Assistant position at the Harvard 
University Herbaria, Cambridge, Mass., working 
with the both the Wood and Fruit collections, and 
assisting with mounting herbarium specimens.

In December, TorontoGardens.com – a blog for 
Toronto gardeners by sisters Helen and Sarah 
Battersby – placed second for gardening in the 
2013 Canadian Weblog Awards. This annual juried 
competition promotes good weblogs across Canada.

Bob Tanem (GWA Fellow 2011) is celebrating his 
20th	anniversary	of	broadcasting	“Bob	Tanem	in	the	
Garden”	on	KSFO	radio	in	San	Francisco.	Bob	has	
interviewed more than 800 garden book authors on 
his show, many of them members of the GWA. His 
Sunday program has grown from 35th in listeners 20 
years ago to the number one on Sundays in the San 
Francisco region. 

Cindy Riskin earned a Master of Environmental 
Horticulture from the University of Washington School 
of Environmental and Forest Sciences this past 
August. A publishing professional for 25 years and a 
Master Gardener, she wrote a guidebook to invasive 
plants of the Elwha restoration project and has 
worked on Master Gardener magazine and upcoming 
books by Art Kruckeberg, Linda Chalker-Scott, 
and John Albers. She is looking for opportunities in 
teaching and public speaking.

Region IV now has its own Facebook Page! Go 
to Be Four! GWA Region 4 Connect (https://www.
facebook.com/groups/1413409358897284/) and 
ask to join the group, which is open to all Region IV 
members. This is our opportunity to share events in 
our area and upcoming regional GWA events or GWA 
Connect events.

Studio G (Doug Jimerson and Karen Weir-
Jimerson) just completed the premier issue 
of Porches and Gardens magazine for Harris 
Publications. The 144 page publication will be 
available on newsstands Feb. 20. Some of the 
locations were photographed in South Carolina, 
Florida, Maine and Iowa. The Jimerson’s own trial 
gardens and home were used extensively in the 
photography.

Saxon Holt and his PhotoBotanic Workshops will 
be initiating a new program at the upcoming San 
Francisco Flower and Garden Show Mar. 19-23. In 
addition to the many seminars that always come 
with general admission, this year the show will 
offer a special ticket for hands-on photographic 
workshops	on	the	show	floor	after	the	presentations.	
In	addition	to	Saxon’s	“Finding	the	Photo”	
presentation and workshop Mar. 19, PhotoBotanic 
will feature David Perry	who	will	offer	“iPhone	
Gardener”	Mar. 21. These special workshops are 
bound to sell out, so GWA members who want to 
attend should get tickets in advance. (http://www.
eventbrite.com/e/sf-flower-and-garden-show-2014-
tickets-7599198407?aff=eorg)

http://torontogardens.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1413409358897284/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1413409358897284/
http://www.sfgardenshow.com
http://www.sfgardenshow.com
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/sf-flower-and-garden-show-2014-tickets-7599198407?aff=eorg
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/sf-flower-and-garden-show-2014-tickets-7599198407?aff=eorg
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/sf-flower-and-garden-show-2014-tickets-7599198407?aff=eorg
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/sf-flower-and-garden-show-2014-tickets-7599198407?aff=eorg
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sustainability

Who Stopped The Rain?
BY NAN STerMAN

With more shortages predicted for the future, GWA 
members are well-positioned to advise our audiences 
on ways to conserve water in the garden. 
	 As	the	plane	descended	into	Québec	City	
for the GWA Annual Symposium last August, we 
saw shimmering dots of aqua in the backyards of 
a	surprising	number	of	homes.	Québec	City,	we	
learned, has more swimming pools per capita than 
anywhere	in	the	world!	Québec’s	summer	is	short	and	
the water is free, so why not enjoy a swimming pool?
 Unlimited free water is unimaginable in my 
garden	just	north	of	San	Diego,	which	received	five	
inches of rain last year, half of normal. Nearby Los 
Angeles got three inches of rain, making 2013 the 
driest year since 1877. 
 It’s no surprise then that water dominates 
discussions about sustainability. While it’s been on 
everyone’s mind for a long time, increasingly across 
North America and around the globe, population 
growth and global warming are making water more 
and more a focus of sustainability. 
 The relationship between water and sustainability 
is complex, multifaceted and vast. Water supply, 
water quality, runoff, irrigation technology and 
practices, water distribution, watersheds, how 
landscape practices affect water quality, commercial 
and industrial water use, water reuse and recycling, 
and the costs of water are all issues that arise. 
 This article focuses primarily on drought and 
water conservation — both critical for gardeners. 
Why be concerned? Because without water, there is 
no conversation about water sustainability. And when 
communities	are	faced	with	drought,	the	first	thing	to	
be	sacrificed	is	the	garden.

 If you think drought doesn’t affect your region, 
think again. 

The Big Picture
Earth is a water planet. Seventy percent of this blue 
globe is covered with all the water there ever was, 
there still is and always will be — thanks to the water 
cycle. 
 Less than 4% of Earth’s water is fresh water; 
less than 1% is potable. This is the water we drink 
and the water used to irrigate farms and gardens.
 Climate change is altering the earth in 
innumerable ways, one of them being the availability 
of water. The Environmental Protection Agency’s 
Office	of	Water	(OW)	is	one	of	many	organizations	
and agencies involved in planning for change. 
The OW plans for sustainability, in part by tracking 
“changes	to	the	amount,	timing,	form	and	intensity	of	
precipitation	and	the	flow	of	water	in	watersheds….”	
The events of the past year were evidence that these 
changes were already taking place.
 Detailed predictions are on the EPA’s website, 
broken down by region for the continental U.S., 
Hawaii, Alaska and the Caribbean Islands  (see 
http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/impacts-
adaptation/). All but two (Alaska and the Northeast) 
are	expected	to	face	significant	drought	now	or	in	the	
near future. 
 In the southeastern U.S., increased atmospheric 
temperatures have increased fall precipitation and 
caused moderate to severe drought in spring and 
summer. 
 The Great Plains aquifers were already being 
overdrawn. Now as temperatures increase, so does 
stress on the water supply. The southern portions 

of the Great Plains are drying out, especially in 
summer’s heat. 
 In the West and Southwest, it’s just dry, dry, dry.

Defining Drought
What is drought? The United States Geological 
Survey	(USGS)	defines	drought	as	“…a	period	of	
drier-than-normal conditions that results in water-
related	problems,	…	the	flow	of	streams	and	rivers	
declines, water levels in lakes and reservoirs fall, and 
the depth to water in wells increases. If dry weather 
persists and water-supply problems develop, the dry 
period	can	become	a	drought.”
 The University of Nebraska’s National Drought 
Mitigation	Center	(NDMC)	defines	drought	as	
“a	moisture	deficit	bad	enough	to	have	social,	
environmental	or	economic	effects.”	
 NDMC’s weekly Drought Monitor map shows up-
to-date drought conditions across the United States. 
This past December, maps showed 30% of the U.S. 
in drought. Drought, or near-drought, conditions 
exist in nearly every state. On the severe end of the 
spectrum, parts of Nevada, Colorado and Texas were 
in	“exceptional	drought,”	with	emergency	conditions	
that included crop losses and water shortages.   
 Under these kinds of water shortages people 
stop irrigating gardens. We’ve seen it in the West 
during severe shortages and even in the Southeast. 
In the drought of 2007-2008, for example, the state of 
Georgia banned all outdoor watering. 
 As garden writers and garden lovers, the idea 
of turning off the spigot is like a dagger to our 

Continued on page 13

http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/impacts-adaptation/
http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/impacts-adaptation/
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Continued from page 12

hearts.	But	letting	the	garden	“go	dry”	has	other	
ramifications	too,	such	as	loss	of	property	values,	
loss of recreational opportunities, increased warming 
(fewer	plants	to	respire),	loss	of	health	benefits	
from gardening (physical and psychological), and 
an increased carbon footprint from less food being 
grown in backyards. 

Engaging Our Audiences 
In The Remedy
If everyone gardened with plants that survive on the 
rainfall in their regions, there wouldn’t be a problem. 
Some of us can do that, but not everyone. Ever try 
to grow a tomato on just 10 inches per year? And 
as rainfall decreases in an area, the plants that can 
survive today may not be able to do so in the future.
 Personalizing the effects of drought, water use 
and water conservation helps audiences connect 
with the issues. Facts and analogies are always eye 
opening to lay audiences and a great way to start 
the discussion in an article or presentation. Here are 
some tidbits to get the ball rolling:

•	 The	EPA	estimates	that	30%	of	residential	water	is	
used outdoors, more than half of this on watering 
lawns and gardens. In California’s San Diego 
County, for example, more than 50% of residential 
water goes onto the landscape, primarily for lawns. 
In Phoenix, 70% of household water is used 
outdoors.

•	 Learn	about	your	state’s	efforts	towards	water	
conservation.	The	Alliance	for	Water	Efficiency	
(AWE)	posts	a	state-by-state	Water	Efficiency	and	
Conservation Scorecard. 

•	 The	AWE	also	posts	an	online	household	water	
calculator that estimates landscape water use 
based on zip code, size of the planted area, type 
of plants, type of irrigation and how irrigation is 
managed. Most people are shocked to see how 

many thousands of gallons of water go into their 
gardens each year.

•	 Saving	water	also	saves	energy	and	reduces	
greenhouse gas emissions. According to the EPA, 
3% of all of the nation’s energy is used to pump 
and treat water. In California, 19% of all electricity 
used in the state goes to water, in part a result 
of moving water long distances to population 
centers. Saving water also conserves energy and 
reduces greenhouse gases generated by energy 
production. 

•	 Half	of	all	water	that	comes	out	of	a	traditional	
overhead sprinkler is lost to evaporation, runoff or 
overspray. It also means losing half the money you 
pay for water. Drip irrigation, on the other hand, is 
about	90%	efficient	and	delivers	water	directly	to	
roots where it’s needed.

•	 Conserving	water	extends	to	the	goods	and	
services we use, too. The Water Footprint Network 
calculates, for example, that meeting the world’s 
coffee need requires 110 billion cubic meters of 
water each year. A single cup of tea takes 35 liters 
of water to produce.  

 These are all good entry points for discussions 
about ways to conserve water in the planted 
landscape. From here, the conversation can expand 
to topics such as xeriscaping concepts, proper 
plant	selection,	graywater	use,	efficient	irrigation	
technologies, containing runoff and much more.

Nan Sterman specializes in low water, 
sustainable, edible plants and gardens. She is author 
of California Gardener’s Guide VII, WaterWise Plants 
for the Southwest, and the upcoming Hot Colors, 
Dry Gar-den. Nan hosts and coproduces A Growing 
Passion on public TV, designs gardens and leads 
international garden tours. For information, visit www.
PlantSoup.com and www.AGrowingPassion.com.  
Find Nan on Facebook. Find A Growing Passion on 
Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter.

Water Resources List
•	 National	Drought	Mitigation	Center:
 http://drought.unl.edu/

•	 US	Drought	Monitor:
 http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/

•	 US	Drought	Monitor	Classification	Scheme	
(explains the map): http://droughtmonitor.unl.
edu/AboutUs/ClassificationScheme.aspx

•	 Alliance	for	Water	Efficiency:
 http://www.allianceforwaterefficiency.org

•	 Alliance	for	Water	Efficiency’s	Water	Efficiency	
and Conservation Scorecard: 

 http://www.allianceforwaterefficiency.org/2012-
state-information.aspx

•	 Alliance	for	Water	Efficiency’s	home	water	use	
calculator: http://www.home-water-works.org

•	 International	Xeriscape	and	Water	
Conservation Conference:

 www.XeriscapeNM.org 

•	 U.S.Geological	Survey:	
 http://www.usgs.gov/water/

•	 EPA’s	Watersense	information	about	outdoor	
water use http://www.epa.gov/WaterSense/
pubs/outdoor.html

•	 Water	Footprint	Network:	
 http://www.waterfootprint.org

http://www.PlantSoup.com
http://www.PlantSoup.com
http://www.AGrowing PaSSION.COM
http://drought.unl.edu/
http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/AboutUs/ClassificationScheme.aspx
http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/AboutUs/ClassificationScheme.aspx
http://www.allianceforwaterefficiency.org
http://www.allianceforwaterefficiency.org/2012-state-information.aspx
http://www.allianceforwaterefficiency.org/2012-state-information.aspx
http://www.home-water-works.org
http://www.XeriscapeNM.org
http://www.usgs.gov/water/
http://www.epa.gov/WaterSense/pubs/outdoor.html
http://www.epa.gov/WaterSense/pubs/outdoor.html
http://www.waterfootprint.org
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tech today...

BY DOuG GreeN

I’m doing some major surgery on my websites 
and I thought I’d pass along some of my research 
and	findings	for	you	to	consider.	I’ve	looked	at	a	
significant	number	of	research	reports	from	a	range	
of	“experts”	and	reams	of	Google	analytic	data	over	
the last few months arriving at these conclusions for 
my own sites, and I suspect this summary will save 
you	a	ton	of	time	if	you	want	increased	traffic	to	your	
site or blog.

Your Future Website Traffic
In	2013,	Google	significantly	changed	the	way	it	
evaluated and ranked websites. The short version is 
that Google increased the value of reader response 
to your website and the social impact of your content. 
How long do they spend on a single page? Do they 
share? Do they enter and leave immediately (the 
average page visit is less than seven seconds) or do 
they use more than one page? These questions and 
more determine how good your page is in Google’s 
worldview.
 I invite you to think about your own browsing 
habits when you’re looking for non-gardening 
information.	You	“know”	instinctively	whether	a	
page is worth staying on as you scan looking for 
the information you want. If you see a headline or 
something drawing your attention to that data, you 
stay and read. If not, you’re off to the next page very 
quickly. Your readers do the same thing.

Improve Each Page On 
The Site Or Delete Them
My	objective	then	is	first	to	improve	the	content	of	
each page such that visitors want to read and spend 
more time on the page. I’m doing that by increasing 
the number of pictures per page, adding even 
more headline tags to allow for skimming (almost 
every paragraph now has a headline tag instead 
of bold type) and adding more and more valuable 
information about the plant or gardening process. In 
one month of doing this, I’ve moved the average time 
on site up by almost 30 seconds. It also increases 
the number of pages a visitor uses on each visit.  
After	all,	if	they	find	one	page	to	be	good,	the	odds	
are they’ll try another one. 
 The second phase is to eliminate those pages 
that Google has deemed less than satisfactory. And 
we all have them. Go into your stats packages (I use 
Google	Analytics)	and	find	those	pages	that	only	
get one, or perhaps two, visitors a year and those 
with low time-on-page or high bounce rate values. 
They may be old, they may be less than great, but 
they’re just dead weight on your site. I’m either 
rebuilding them or deleting them. It’s a toss-up and 
there’s no guideline I can give you, as mostly it’s a 
gut feeling I use. Can I use this information or can I 
combine it with something else to make it even more 

Advertise job postings 
for FREE with GWA!

Are you looking for a Professional 
Garden Communicator for part-time, 
full-time, freelance, or project work? 
Or do you have any open internships  
with your organization? 

GWA can help!

List your job on the GWA 
website for FREE for 30 days!

Visit www.gardenwriters.org 
for more information 
or scan the code

Continued on page 15
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useful? For example, over the years I’ve written 13 
tomato articles on my vegetable area. Google tells 
me readers are only using four. Seriously? Four! The 
others are dead weight. By the time you read this, 
all	13	pages	will	have	been	modified	to	give	five	to	
seven pages of enhanced content. Each page will 
be better, have more content in an improved reader 
scanning format and have extra pictures added. 
 Why delete or improve? Because if a reader 
doesn’t spend time on a page, this is a signal Google 
uses to drop your page ranking. If you improve or 
eliminate those poor pages, the remaining pages 
show a site performing much better and the odds are 
your	traffic	will	improve.	It’s	like	dragging	an	anchor	
on a boat; haul it up or cut the rope and the boat 
moves faster.

Photographers Get 
The Last Laugh
When	I	started	writing	on	my	first	website	back	in	
1995, I posted my newspaper columns. All 1,000 
words	a	week	were	uploaded	as	“content.”	Few	
pages had pictures, because most people had dialup 
and didn’t want pictures clogging up their download 
speed. They wanted to read the information! Fast 
forward 18 years and graphics are mandatory, and 
indeed drive content in many ways. Those darn 
photographers may indeed have the last laugh. But 
what it now tells us is that readers need visual cues 
on	the	page	if	they’re	to	find	the	words	you	write.	And	
title tags and images are one way to do this.

Wholesale Changes 
Are In Order 
As	it	turns	out,	the	concept	of	“evergreen	content,”	
information that stays the same from year to year, 
may be weakening. According to some sources, 
Google seems to be giving updated information a few 
extra points in the search results. Also, the question 
you’re	being	asked	to	think	about	now	is,	“what	is	the	
intent	of	the	reader	who	comes	to	your	page?”	And	
the success you have in meeting the reader’s intent 
is a measure of how successful your site will be. For 
example, if a reader comes to a page where you’ve 
written	about	a	perennial	flower,	does	he/she	want	
(a) information, (b) to buy that plant, or (c) to talk to 
somebody about the plant. If your page is information 
and the reader wants to buy or talk, he/she will not 
stay on the page for very long (high bounce rate) and 
your page will be penalized. If you’re selling, and he/
she wants information, the same thing happens. You 
have	to	write	your	content	to	clearly	reflect	the	intent	
of the page and communicate that (improve your 
page description tags) to the prospective reader.

The Bottom Line
Which brings me to the objective in my work — and 
what Google is now evaluating. It’s always been 
about the reader experience and Google is simply 
getting better at identifying what readers want. Our 
job is to do the best we can for our readers because 
this isn’t going to change in the near future. Forget 
those advocating link building and content tricks. 
Create great content that inspires your readers.

doug green is a GWA Award of Merit winner for 
writing, is currently consolidating websites, writing 
eBooks, and focusing on new media as he semi-
retires to his garden.

Continued from page 14

Attracting New 
GWA Members
BY C.l. FOrNAri

I’m sure that most Garden Writers Association 
(GWA) members realize that attracting new garden 
communicators to our organization keeps it strong 
and vital. New members add their talents, voices and 
financial	support,	so	it’s	always	in	our	best	interest	
to build the membership. There are several ways 
to attract new people beyond the always valuable 
word-of-mouth, person-to-person invitation. Consider 
spreading the word in some of the following ways:

•		 Put	the	GWA	logo	on	your	website	and	blog.	You	
can download a logo from www.gardenwriters.org 
by	logging	into	the	“Members	Area”	and	clicking	
on	“Archives.”	Be	sure	to	link	the	logo	image	to	
the GWA homepage so that people can easily get 
more information.

•	 When	writing	about	GWA	meetings	you’ve	
attended and the ideas gained or gardens seen 
at those gatherings, be sure to add a link to the 
website.

•	 Include	an	occasional	mention	that	you	are	a	
GWA member in your bios on talk handouts or 
online articles. 

•	 Mention	GWA	in	the	Acknowledgements	section	
of your books. In an eBook or iBook, these can be 
live links that connect to the organization website.

•	 Include	GWA	in	your	links	section/pages	on	blogs	
and websites.

•	 Even	if	you	can’t	attend,	share	news	of	GWA	
events on your personal Facebook page or Twitter 
account. 

tech today cont’d...

http://www.gardenwriters.org
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Charlie Nardozzi has the following speaking 
engagements planned: Feb. 16 at the NOFA 
conference	in	Burlington,	Vt.,	on	“Community	Garden	
Organizing;”	Mar. 1 at the Philadelphia Flower Show 
on	“Edible	Gardens	for	Everyone;”	Mar. 8 at the 
Gardener’s Supply Company store in Burlington 
on	“Growing	Roses;”	Mar. 18, at the Dartmouth 
Club	in	Hanover,	N.H.,	on	“Edible	Landscaping,”	and	
Apr. 12, on the same topic for the Men’s Garden 
Club of Syracuse, N.Y. 
 Feb. 18, Ellen Zachos will speak about 
“Backyard	Foraging”	to	the	Newburyport	Garden	
Club in Newburyport, Mass. In March, she’ll be at the 
San Francisco Flower & Garden Show, presenting 
two	demonstrations	on	“Planting	a	Container	Tree	
the	Right	(and	Messy!)	Way”	(Mar. 21 at 1:30 p.m. 
& Mar. 22 at 2:45 p.m.) and also speaking about 
“Foraging	in	the	Ornamental	Garden”	(Mar. 22 at 
11:00 a.m.). Mar. 29, Ellen will give two lectures 
at Gardener’s Supply Company in Burlington, Vt., 
as	part	of	their	winter	lecture	series:	“Backyard	
Foraging”	at	9:30	a.m.	and	“Awesome	Annuals”	at	
11:30 a.m.). Apr. 11, she will travel to Syracuse, 
N.Y.,	to	speak	on	“Gardening	in	Deer	Country”	
for the Men’s Garden Club of Syracuse’s annual 
symposium.  

 Julie McIntosh Shapiro will lecture Feb. 
18	on	“Composting”	to	the	Manakeeset	Garden	Club	
in Pembroke, Mass., and Mar. 12 to the Lexington 
Field and Garden Club on growing plants from seed, 
called	“Sowing	the	Seeds	of	Seed.”		
 Rich Pomerantz will present two talks at 
the Connecticut Flower and Garden Show at the 
Connecticut Convention Center in Hartford, Conn., 
Feb. 21.	At	12:30	p.m.	he	will	present	“Relax,	
It’s	Only	Garden	Photography,”	and	at	3:30	p.m.	a	
presentation	of	“Art	in	the	Garden.”		
 Lorraine Ballato will deliver two talks at 
the upcoming Connecticut Flower and Garden 
Show Feb. 22. She will reveal how to grow 
“Foolproof	Hydrangeas”	at	11:00	a.m.	and	at	2:00	
p.m. Lorraine will talk about growing edibles from 
tomatoes	to	blueberries	in	a	pot	with	“Vegetables	
Contained.”	Mar. 18, Lorraine will talk with the North 
Stonington	Garden	Club	on	“Shrubs,	The	Backbone	
of	Your	Garden.”
 Kim Eierman will present the following 
programs this quarter: Feb. 23,	“Gardening	for	
Beekeepers”	for	the	Long	Island	Beekeepers	
Club; Mar. 15,	“Nativelicious:	Gardening	with	Edible	
and	Ornamental	Native	Plants”	at	The	Native	Plant	
Center at Westchester Community College, N.Y.; 
Mar. 17,	“Native	Landscaping	for	Pollinators”	at	
the 8th Annual Spring Landscape Conference at 
The Native Plant Center; Mar. 18,	“EcoBeneficial	
Gardening	101”	for	the	Saddle	River	Garden	Club,	
Saddle River, N.J.; Mar. 22, Kim will teach two 

classes for the Rutgers Home Gardeners School; 
Mar. 29,	“Gardening	for	Native	and	Migrating	
Birds”	at	New	York	Botanical	Garden;	Mar. 29, 
“Native	Trees	for	Small	Spaces”	at	Brooklyn	Botanic	
Garden; Apr. 7,	“Great	Native	Plants	in	Containers”	
for The Gardeners in Connecticut; and Apr. 11, 
“Nativelicious”	for	the	Garden	Club	of	Old	Greenwich.
 Karla Dalley will lecture to the Nichols Garden 
Club in Trumbull, Conn., Mar. 11	about	“Pruning	
Made	Practical.”		Mar. 26, she will speak to the East 
Haddam,	Conn.,	Garden	Club	about	“Waking	Up	the	
Garden.”	Apr. 7 she will speak to the Glastonbury, 
Conn.,	Garden	Club	about	“Re-Designing	Your	
Garden.”	
 The following members will speak during the 
Chicago Flower and Garden Show at the Navy Pier 
in March: Jan Johnson (Mar. 22 at 3:30 p.m., 
“Serenity	by	Design:	Secrets	for	Making	Any	Garden	
an	Outdoor	Haven”); Tovah Martin (Mar. 22 
at	11:00	a.m.,	“The	Unexpected	Houseplant”	and 
Mar. 23	at	11:00	a.m.,	“The	New	Terrarium”);	
Kerry Ann Mendez (Mar. 21 at 3:30 p.m., 
“Three	Seasons	of	Outrageous	Color	From	
Perennials”);	and	Charlie Nardozzi (Mar. 15 at 
3:30	p.m.,	“Growing	Edibles	Anywhere	in	the	City”);	
 Walt Nelson will teach sports turf management 
during the spring semester at Genesee Community 
College (www.genesee.edu), Batavia N.Y.

—Ellen Zachos

http://www.genesee.edu/
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Dan Benarcik will teach a three week session 
“Designing	with	Plant	Ensembles”,	Feb. 6–20. 
In	addition,	in	February,	Dan	will	present	“Sublime	
+	Sustainable:	Horticultural	Artistry	in	Action”	at	
the Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden for the Winter 
Symposium and CVNLA Short Course. Mar. 15. Dan 
will	be	part	of	the	program	“Gardening	By	Design,”	a	
gardening symposium for the Master Gardeners of 
Mercer County New Jersey.
 Brookside Gardens’ 10th Annual Green Matters 
Symposium will be held Feb. 28, 8:30 a.m. to 
4:00	p.m.	(Course	#248349).	The	theme	is	“Garden-
ing	in	a	Shifting	Climate.”	(http://montgomeryparks.
org/brookside/green_matters_symposium.shtm)
 The Longwood Graduate Program Annual 
Symposium will be Mar. 7, 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
at Longwood Gardens, Kennett Square, Pa. 
The 2014 symposium will spark a conversation 
about leadership succession and explore methods 
for ensuring a thriving future for public horticulture 
institutions. (Information: Laurie Metzger, 
longwoodsymposium@udel.edu)
 Sharee Solow’s	talk	“Close	Your	Eyes”	will	
focus on designing gardens with special needs in 

mind for the Rose Tree Gardeners, Wallingford 
Community Arts Center, Mar. 11. Sharee will be 
returning to bring gasps to what is sure to be another 
packed room with her design inspiring lecture on 
Japan at Springfest, Mar. 14, 12:30 at the New 
Jersey State Fairgrounds, Augusta, N.J. (http://www.
newjerseystatefair.org/springfest/springfest.cfm)
 Bill Thomas will speak at the Shenandoah 
Valley Plant Symposium, Mar. 20 in Waynesboro, 
Va.	His	topic	will	be	“An	Insider’s	look	at	
Chanticleer.”	Bill	announced	that	Chanticleer 
will partner with the Radnor Memorial Library for 
the 15th year. The Chanticleer lecture features 
Jack Staub, author of Private Edens: lessons in 
creating your own garden paradise Apr. 13 at 
2:00 p.m. at the Radnor Memorial Library in Wayne. 
No preregistration necessary. (http://events.r20.
constantcontact.com/register/event;jsessionid=A69
91201AED5D239B1543170823196AF.worker_regis
trant?llr=nzdak9dab&oeidk=a07e8c3tyg163a9df0a)
 Join Louise Clarke at the Horticulture 
Center of the Morris Arboretum of the University 
of Pennsylvania (Philadelphia) Apr. 12 at 1:00 
p.m. for a Fern Table Workshop. Learn to make a 
naturalistic miniature landscape that incorporates 
hardy, shade-loving ferns with moss, weathered 
wood and other found objects from nature. Perfect 
for those with limited space, the fern table is 
designed for year-round outdoor display. Cost: 
$50.00; $45.00 for arboretum members. (http://
online.morrisarboretum.org/classes or call 
215.247.5777, ext. 125)
 Nancy Knauss announced that the 19th 
Annual Garden & Landscape Symposium will 

be held Apr. 12, 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. at The 
Hillman Center for Performing Arts — Shady Side 
Senior School, Fox Chapel, Pa. It is a premier 
horticultural event held in Pittsburgh that showcases 
internationally renowned speakers and offers 
attendees the opportunity to shop for new and unique 
plants and garden accessories. A new attraction 
for 2014 is the annual daffodil show hosted by the 
Daffodil and Hosta Society of Western Pennsylvania. 
This year’s keynote speaker is legendary plantsman 
Michael A. Dirr, retired professor of horticulture, 
University of Georgia. Cost: $105 before Mar. 1, 
$120 after Mar. 1. (http://extension.psu.edu/
allegheny/events/landscape-symposium)

—Denise Schreiber

This new tropical garden with plunge pool and 
waterfall has been designed by Derek Fell for his 
one-acre property on Sanibel Island, Fla., and 
installed by David Wesley Services of Naples, Fla.

http://montgomeryparks.org/brookside/green_matters_symposium.shtm
http://montgomeryparks.org/brookside/green_matters_symposium.shtm
mailto:longwoodsymposium@udel.edu
http://www.newjerseystatefair.org/springfest/springfest.cfm
http://www.newjerseystatefair.org/springfest/springfest.cfm
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event;jsessionid=A6991201AED5D239B1543170823196AF.worker_registrant?llr=nzdak9dab&oeidk=a07e8c3tyg163a9df0a
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event;jsessionid=A6991201AED5D239B1543170823196AF.worker_registrant?llr=nzdak9dab&oeidk=a07e8c3tyg163a9df0a
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event;jsessionid=A6991201AED5D239B1543170823196AF.worker_registrant?llr=nzdak9dab&oeidk=a07e8c3tyg163a9df0a
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event;jsessionid=A6991201AED5D239B1543170823196AF.worker_registrant?llr=nzdak9dab&oeidk=a07e8c3tyg163a9df0a
http://online.morrisarboretum.org/classes
http://online.morrisarboretum.org/classes
http://extension.psu.edu/allegheny/events/landscape-symposium
http://extension.psu.edu/allegheny/events/landscape-symposium


pAge 18 quill & Trowel newsleTTer       no. 1      FeBruArY 2014

Continued on page 19

reGionAl neWs & notes

Continued from page 17

region 3

Melinda Myers will continue her speaking tour 
throughout the spring. Feb. 20-21 at the Rhode 
Island Spring Flower & Garden Show in Providence 
and Feb. 22 at the Gardener’s Pathway at 
Kishwaukee College in Malta, Ill.; Mar. 1, at the 
Gardener’s Palette at John Wood Community 
College	in	Quincy,	Ill.;	Mar. 6-9 at the West 
Michigan Home and Garden Show at the DeVos 
Place in Grand Rapids, Mich.; Mar. 15-16 at the 
WBAY Home & Garden Show at the Brown County 
Veterans Memorial Arena and Shopko Hall in 
Green Bay, Wis.; Mar. 21-23	at	the	Quad	Cities	
Conservation Alliance Flower & Garden Show at the 
QCCA	Expo	Center	in	Rock	Island,	Ill.;	Mar. 29 at 
the Home Builders Show at Fond du Lac County Fair 
Grounds in Wisconsin; and Mar. 30 at the Art in 
Bloom at the Milwaukee Art Museum. 
 Feb. 20, Maria Zampini will give the 
keynote	address,	“Ride	the	Wave	of	Change”	at	the	
Chesapeake Green Annual Horticultural Symposium 
in Linthicum Heights, Md. Chesapeake Green is 
sponsored by the Maryland Nursery and Landscape 
Association. She will provide a second presentation 
at	the	symposium	titled	“On	The	Cutting	Edge	With	
New	Plants.”	Apr. 5-11, Maria will appear at the 
California Spring Trials for the HGTV HOME Plant 
Collection. The HGTV HPC display will be alongside 
Dummen USA at Edna Valley Vineyards in San Luis 

Obispo, Calif.
 Barry Glick will speak Mar. 1 for the 
Master Gardeners of York County, S.C., 9th 
Annual Joy of Gardening Symposium. (http://
www.greatgardenspeakers.com/event/master-
gardeners-of-york-county-sc-9th-annual-joy-of-
gardening-symposium.html#anchor) Barry will also 
speak Apr. 7 for the Garden Club Federation of 
Pennsylvania. (http://www.greatgardenspeakers.
com/event/federated-garden-clubs-of-pennsylvania.
html#anchor)
 Susan Betz will talk about landscaping 
with herbs at the Marshall District Library 
Mar. 4.	“Pleasant	and	Practical	Herbs	for	The	
Home	Landscape”	will	include	selecting	herbs	
that blend with and complement your personal 
lifestyle and home landscape — choosing the 
right plant, for the right place and the right person. 
(www.MarshallDistrictLibrary.org) Susan will speak 
at the Michigan Herb Associates 27th Annual 
Conference on the campus of Michigan State 
University in Lansing, Mich., Mar. 7-8. She will 
present	“Native	Treasures:	Tales	from	the	Plant	
Kingdom”	and	“Shades	of	Herbal	Green:	Something	
Native	and	Something	New.”	(www.miherb.org)
 The Chicago Flower and Garden Show is the 
place to be in March. A Region III regional meeting 
is planned for Mar. 15 (See page 8.) Featured 
speakers in Region III are: Carol Cichorski 
(Mar. 17	at	12:30	p.m.,	“Plan	for	Winter	Interest	
NOW”), Melinda Myers (Mar. 18 at 2:00 p.m., 
“Green	and	Easy	Gardening:	Ten	Things	You	Can	
Do to Make Going Green Easy, Convenient and 
Affordable”), Tony Fulmer (Mar. 20 
at	11:00	a.m.,	“25	Cool	Garden	Ideas	You	May	
Not	Know”), and LaManda Joy (Mar. 22 at 
12:30	p.m.,	“Fearless	Food	Gardening”).
 Christine Kelleher reported that the Chad-

wick Arboretum’s Green Roof Garden in Columbus, 
Ohio, is now open. The arboretum and learning 
gardens	is	a	60	acre	public	garden	at	the	Ohio	State	
University and well worth a visit. The 12,000 sq. ft. 
green	roof	project	is	the	first	retrofit	green	roof	on	
campus. It’s located at Howlett Hall, home to the 
OSU Department of Horticulture & Crop Sciences. 

Upcoming Events:

Indiana
•	Feb. - Mar. 2 — Garfield Park Conservatory, 
Indianapolis. Neo Natural: Botanically Inspired Art 
Works. 
•	Mar. 8-16 — Indiana Flower & Patio Show, 
Indiana State Fairgrounds, Indianapolis. Theme: 
“Favorite	Hobbies”
•	Mar. 9	—	Indianapolis	Museum	of	Art;	“American 
Home Landscapes: A Talk by Denise Adams.”	
(Based on her book by the same name.)
•	Mar. 14-21 — Garfield Park Conservatory, 
Indianapolis; Spring Bulb Show.

Ohio
•	Feb. 15-16 — Greater Cleveland Orchid Society 
Show & Sale. Orchid Mania programs run thru Mar. 8.
•	Mar. 5 — The Association of Professional 
Landscape Designers (APLD) Ohio Chapter and 
The Holden Arboretum present the 2014 Designing 
Green Conference, Permaculture and Storm Water 
Management, Holden’s Warren H. Corning Visitor 
Center in Kirtland 
•	Mar. 22-23 — Midwest Cactus & Succulent 
Society Show, Cleveland Botanic Garden

Michigan
•	Feb. 22 — Dow Gardens, Midland; 2014 Know 
and Grow Seminar.

http://www.greatgardenspeakers.com/event/master-gardeners-of-york-county-sc-9th-annual-joy-of-gardening-symposium.html#anchor
http://www.greatgardenspeakers.com/event/master-gardeners-of-york-county-sc-9th-annual-joy-of-gardening-symposium.html#anchor
http://www.greatgardenspeakers.com/event/master-gardeners-of-york-county-sc-9th-annual-joy-of-gardening-symposium.html#anchor
http://www.greatgardenspeakers.com/event/master-gardeners-of-york-county-sc-9th-annual-joy-of-gardening-symposium.html#anchor
http://www.greatgardenspeakers.com/event/federated-garden-clubs-of-pennsylvania.html#anchor
http://www.greatgardenspeakers.com/event/federated-garden-clubs-of-pennsylvania.html#anchor
http://www.greatgardenspeakers.com/event/federated-garden-clubs-of-pennsylvania.html#anchor
http://www.marshalldistrictlibrary.org/
http://www.miherb.org/
http://www.chicagoflower.com/ed-seminars.php#Sat_March_15
http://thechadwickgreenroofproject.weebly.com/index.html
http://garfieldgardensconservatory.org/
http://hsishows.com/wp/indianaflowerandpatioshow/
http://www.imamuseum.org/talk/american-home-landscapes-talk-denise-adams
http://www.imamuseum.org/talk/american-home-landscapes-talk-denise-adams
http://garfieldgardensconservatory.org/
https://www.cbgarden.org/calendar-of-events.aspx?eid=&reid=63&sdate=2/5/2014&ModuleId=285
http://www.holdenarb.org/home/symposia.asp
http://www.holdenarb.org/home/symposia.asp
https://www.cbgarden.org/calendar-of-events.aspx?eid=156&ModuleId=285
https://www.cbgarden.org/calendar-of-events.aspx?eid=156&ModuleId=285
http://www.dowgardens.org/#!classes--events-/cz65
http://www.dowgardens.org/#!classes--events-/cz65
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•	Mar. 7-8 — Michigan State Unv., East Lansing; 
Michigan Herb Associates Annual Conference.

Illinois
•	Feb. 15 – Mar. 16 — The Orchid Show 
at the Chicago Botanic Garden, Chicago 
•	Feb. 23	—	2:00	p.m.	-3:00	p.m.;	“Heirloom	
Everything:	From	Seed	to	Seed,”	by	Ken	Greene,	
founder of the Hudson Valley Seed Library, at the 
Chicago Botanic Garden, Chicago 
(www.chicagobotanic.org)
•	Mar. 18 — Illinois Green industry Association, 
Illinois Central College, East Peoria Campus; Pro 
Hort Symposium.

Wisconsin
•	Feb. 17-Mar. 1 — MOSES Organic Farming 
Conference, La Crosse. The country’s largest 
conference for farmers, educators, researchers and 
professionals involved in organic and sustainable 
agriculture.

Kentucky
•	Feb. 15-16 — Western Kentucky Botanical 
Garden, Owensboro. Orchid Sale and Show. Enjoy 
a walk through the conservatory and view lovely 
orchids (as well as a sale).
•	Mar. 6 — Boon County Arboretum, Union. 
Arborscape at the Arboretum. The public is welcome 
to	come	and	watch	as	certified	arborists	help	“save”	
the arboretum trees.

—Linda Nitchman and Christine Kelleher

region 4

Aimee Coker announced that Carmen Johnston, 
Garden Lifestyle Expert, The Southern Living Plant 
Collection, will speak at the Birmingham Home 
and Garden Show Feb. 13-16  (http://www.
homeshowbirmingham.com/BHGS/AtTheShow/56.
aspx); Buddy Lee will speak at the Fort Worth 
Home and Garden Show Feb. 21-23 (http://www.
texashomeandgarden.com/infostore/Exhibitor_
Showlisting.asp?id=244&Mode=ShowDetails&s
id=20) and at The Woodlands Show Mar. 8-9 in 
The Woodlands, Texas (http://www.
woodlandsshows.com/). Carmen Johnston, 
Rebecca Bull Reed and Buddy Lee will be 
featured speakers at the Southern Springs Home 
and Garden Show Feb. 21-23, Feb 28-Mar. 2 in 
Charlotte, N.C. (www.southernshows.com)
 Bob Polomski	will	present	“The	Science,	Art	
and	Politics	of	Urban	Tree	Selection”	at	the	2014	
ISA Southern Chapter International Society 
of Arboriculture Annual Conference & Trade 
Show, Feb. 15–18, Myrtle Beach Convention 
Center (www.isasouthern.org).
 Feb. 20, Brent Heath will give one of his 
most	popular	lectures,	“Let’s	Create	a	Plant	Orgy,”	
for the Williamsburg Botanical Garden. Brent will 
give several lectures to Master Gardener Groups: 
Feb. 22,	“Bay	Friendly	Gardening	with	Bulbs”	
for Mathews Master Gardeners; Mar. 8,	“The	

Tropical	Paradise	Garden”	for	Prince	George	Master	
Gardeners and Mar. 12,	“Bulbs	as	Companion	
Plants’ for James City County Master Gardeners. 
Mar. 14, Brent heads to Asheville, N.C., to lecture 
for the French Broad River Garden Club — the topic 
has not yet been decided. Mar. 20, Brent will be in 
Norfolk, Va., at the Hermitage Museum & Gardens 
giving a lecture and a workshop as part of their 
Garden Education Programs.
 Jenks Farmer will speak at the Shenandoah 
Valley Plant Symposium, Mar. 20 in Waynesboro, 
Va.	His	topic	will	be	“Old	Plants	in	New	Gardens.”		
(http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/even
t;jsessionid=A6991201AED5D239B1543170823196
AF.worker_registrant?llr=nzdak9dab&oeidk=a07e8c
3tyg163a9df0a)
 Felder Rushing will speak during the 
Chicago Flower and Garden Show at Navy Pier. 
His	presentation,	“Slow	Gardening:	All	Senses,	All	
Seasons,”	will	be	Mar. 21 at 11:00 a.m.
 Brent and Becky’s Bulbs is sponsoring a Gar-
den Photography Workshop by Josh Taylor 
Mar. 22 from 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Spend a 
rewarding day in the gardens at Brent and Becky’s 
Bulbs photographing stunning spring garden 
landscapes	and	blooming	flowers.	This	all-day	
garden photography workshop is designed for all 
levels of photographers. Create your vision and learn 
photo techniques that will lift your images to the next 
level. (Contact: Brent and Becky’s Bulbs, http://www.
thebulbshoppe.com/specials.php	or	877.661.2852).
 Apr. 6, Becky Heath will help celebrate 
daffodils and the arrival of Spring by providing 
musical	entertainment	at	“A	Musical	Daffodil	Delight,”	

http://miherb.org/
http://www.chicagobotanic.org/orchid
http://www.chicagobotanic.org
http://www.illinoisgreen.net/prohort.html
http://www.illinoisgreen.net/prohort.html
http://mosesorganic.org/conference/
http://mosesorganic.org/conference/
http://www.wkbg.org/
http://www.wkbg.org/
https://secure.boonecountyky.org/FBCA/EventRegistration/Register.aspx?EventID=5
http://www.homeshowbirmingham.com/BHGS/AtTheShow/56.aspx
http://www.homeshowbirmingham.com/BHGS/AtTheShow/56.aspx
http://www.homeshowbirmingham.com/BHGS/AtTheShow/56.aspx
http://www.texashomeandgarden.com/infostore/Exhibitor_Showlisting.asp?id=244&Mode=ShowDetails&sid=20
http://www.texashomeandgarden.com/infostore/Exhibitor_Showlisting.asp?id=244&Mode=ShowDetails&sid=20
http://www.texashomeandgarden.com/infostore/Exhibitor_Showlisting.asp?id=244&Mode=ShowDetails&sid=20
http://www.texashomeandgarden.com/infostore/Exhibitor_Showlisting.asp?id=244&Mode=ShowDetails&sid=20
http://www.woodlandsshows.com/
http://www.woodlandsshows.com/
http://www.southernshows.com/
http://www.isasouthern.org/
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event;jsessionid=A6991201AED5D239B1543170823196AF.worker_registrant?llr=nzdak9dab&oeidk=a07e8c3tyg163a9df0a
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event;jsessionid=A6991201AED5D239B1543170823196AF.worker_registrant?llr=nzdak9dab&oeidk=a07e8c3tyg163a9df0a
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event;jsessionid=A6991201AED5D239B1543170823196AF.worker_registrant?llr=nzdak9dab&oeidk=a07e8c3tyg163a9df0a
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event;jsessionid=A6991201AED5D239B1543170823196AF.worker_registrant?llr=nzdak9dab&oeidk=a07e8c3tyg163a9df0a
http://www.thebulbshoppe.com/specials.php
http://www.thebulbshoppe.com/specials.php
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which will be held at Kingsmill in Williamsburg, Va. 
 The Dixon Garden Fair will be Apr. 25-26 at 
the Dixon Gallery & Gardens in Memphis, Tenn. 
The fair will offer more than 15,000 plants with a 
focus on rare, choice and unusual varieties not 
commonly available as well as must-have new 
introductions. This two-day event has something for 
plant enthusiasts at all levels and interests – from the 
beginning	gardener	to	the	certified	plant	nerd.	Dixon	
members will have the opportunity to shop early 
at the Members-Only Preview Party Apr. 24 from 
4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. The plant sale is open to the 
public Apr. 25 and Apr. 26 from 8:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. (www.dixon.org) A comprehensive plant 
sale list will be available on the website in mid-April.
 Lucy Coggin	invites	members	to	the	46th	
Annual Meeting of the Council on Botanical and 
Horticultural Libraries in Richmond, Va. Apr. 28-
May 3 at the Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden. 
The	theme	of	the	conference	is	“Moonlight	and	
Magnolias:	A	Celebration	of	Southern	Gardens.”		
Keynote speakers include Frank Robinson, president 
and CEO of Lewis Ginter, and Dean Norton, director 
of horticulture at Mount Vernon. Contact: Janet 
Woody, librarian, Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden 
(janetw@lewisginter.org,	804.262.9887,	x	332).
 —Barbara Wise

region 5

Region 5ers may be wondering what happened? 
Some	of	us	might	even	admit	to	being	“Low	
Information	Voters.”		Regardless,	the	die	is	cast	
and we need to make some progress in getting to 
know each other — heck, we are well aware that our 
climates are vastly different from Texas to Minnesota 
(love	your	walleye	fishing	by	the	way).	The	fact	
remains that we love to garden and we’re compelled 
to write, photograph and shoot video to share our 
passion with others. Plans are underway for a 
regional meeting in Texas, but we want to share the 
fun, and many of us are willing to sign up for travel 
to the far corners of Region V. If you have a proposal 
for a regional meeting in your area, get a few GWA 
(or potential GWA) friends together and email a 
couple of paragraphs outlining the educational and 
“story	idea”	potential	that	you	have	to	offer	to	Bill 
Adams (wd4adams@reagan.com). These are 
one-day programs, so be realistic, but it is fair play to 
provide supplementary opportunities for participants 
to investigate on their own. If you’ve been cut off from 
a friend that used to be in your region, don’t worry. 

Regional meetings are open to all members.  Hope to 
hear from you!   
 Kelly Norris has a busy winter of lecturing 
around the country, promoting his work and projects 
at the Greater Des Moines Botanical Garden. He 
will be in Raleigh, N.C., Feb. 15 to speak with 
the local chapter of the North American Rock 
Garden Society; Feb. 22 to keynote at the High 
Plains Workshop, The Lincoln Center, Ft. Collins, 
Colo.; Mar. 8 to keynote the Washington County 
Horticultural Society’s Spring Fling at Woodbury High 
School, Woodbury, Minn.; Mar. 22 at Fernwood 
Botanical Garden, Niles, Mich., to present at their 
annual spring gardening symposium; and Mar. 29 
to keynote the West Pottawattamie County Master 
Gardener Conference at the Council Bluffs Senior 
Center, Council Bluffs, Iowa. He and his team of 
horticulturists at the botanical garden will also feature 
string gardens and kokedama in High Flight, a 
spirited and ambitious exhibit opening Apr. 7 at the 
Greater Des Moines Botanical Garden.
 Feb. 27, Russell Studebaker will present 
a	lecture,	“The	History	of	Woodward,”	to	the	250	
Linnaeus Gardeners, garden writers and guests. 
Linnaeus Gardeners are trained garden volunteers 
who maintain the Linnaeus gardens. Forty-acre 

Continued on page 21

http://www.dixon.org/
mailto:janetw@lewisginter.org
mailto:wd4adams@reagan.com


pAge 21 quill & Trowel newsleTTer       no. 1      FeBruArY 2014

reGionAl neWs & notes

Woodward Park is the second oldest Tulsa Municipal 
Park,	c.	1909.	Russell	was	its	first	professional	
horticulturist where he served for more than 30 
years. During his tenure, the Municipal Rose Garden 
received several awards for excellence, 15,000 
azaleas were planted, and the park also received a 
National Award in 1979 for Best Maintained Park in 
the U.S.  
 The Association of Specialty Cut Flower Growers 
is offering a day-and-a-half program that provides 
instruction on both growing and designing their 
products. The ASCFG Growers’ School will be 
held Mar. 3-4 at the Fort Worth Botanic Garden, 
Texas. The Growers’ School is designed mainly 
for	new	growers,	or	those	adding	cut	flowers	to	
their existing lines, but the information presented 
will	be	valuable	for	anyone	interested	in	cut	flower	
production	and	floral	design.	(www.ascfg.org)
 The following Region V members will speak 
during the Chicago Flower and Garden Show at 
the Navy Pier: Jan Riggenbach (Mar. 15 at 
11:00	a.m.,	“Big	Ideas	for	Smaller	Gardens”);	Jodi 
Torpey (Mar. 16	at	3:30	p.m.,	“Edible	Spaces	in	
Small	Places”);	Jenny Peterson (Mar. 17 at 
2:00	p.m.,	“What	Style	Am	I?	Innovative	Ways	to	Use	
Houseplants”);	and	Joel Karsten (Mar. 19 at 
2:00	p.m.,	“Straw	Bale	Gardens”).
 Mar. 22, Ann McCormick will speak on 
“Seasoning	the	Melting	Pot”	at	the	19th	Annual	
Round Top Herbal Forum (Round Top, Texas) 

region 6
Continued from page 20 sponsored by the Pioneer Unit of the Herb Society of 

America.
 Keith Hansen is a speaker in the East 
Texas Garden Lecture Series at the Tyler Rose 
Garden Center Mar. 22.	His	program	is	“Location,	
Location, Location – Right Plant/Right Place; and 
“Ask	the	Designer.”	Contact	Keith	at	Texas	A&M	
AgriLife	Extension	Service,	Smith	County	office	
(903.590.2980 or http://smith.agrilife.org).
 Sylvan Kaufman	will	co-teach	the	five-part	
Landscapes for Life course with Tracy Neal in Santa 
Fe, N.M., Mar. 25 – Apr. 22. The Landscapes 
for Life curriculum was developed by the Ladybird 
Johnson	Wildflower	Center	and	the	U.S.	Botanic	
Garden. The course is being cosponsored by the 
Santa Fe Botanical Garden and Santa Fe Master 
Gardeners and is open to the public. (http://www.
santafebotanicalgarden.org/learn/adult/classes-and-
workshops/landscape-for-life/)
 Stephen F. Austin State University (SFA) 
Gardens in Nacogdoches, Texas, will host 
their renowned spring plant sale Apr. 5 at the 
Pineywoods Native Plant Center. The sale features 
hundreds of different Texas tough plants grown 
by the SFA Gardens staff including heirlooms, 
natives, perennials, rare woodies and greg 
grant introductions. (sfagardens.sfasu.edu or 
936.468.4404)
 Apr. 5, Jay White	will	present	“Fence	Me	In	
–	Selecting	the	Proper	Support	for	Tomatoes	”	at	the	
annual	Trowel	and	Error	Symposium	at	Mayfield	Park	
in Austin, Texas.

—Bill Adams

Susan Mulvihill will give a presentation on 
“Organic	Gardening	Through	Sound	Cultural	
Practices”	Feb. 17. The program is part of the 
Cabin Fever Garden Symposium, sponsored by the 
Washington State University/Spokane County Master 
Gardeners.
 Nita-Jo Rountree	will	lecture	on	“Garden	
Design	Using	Roses”	to	the	Cottage	Gardener’s	
Garden Club Feb. 19. Nita-Jo will lecture at the 
Yard Garden and Patio Show in Portland, Ore., on 
“Annuals:		Big	Bangs	for	the	Bucks”	Feb. 28 and 
“Perfect	Pairs,	Planting	Combos”	Mar. 1. She will 
lecture	on	“Camellias”	at	Molbak’s	Garden	+	Home	
Mar. 15 at 10:00 a.m.; to the Mukilteo Way Garden 
Club	(Mukilteo,	Wash.)	on	“Hydrangeas:	What,	How,	
WOW!”	Mar. 18 (call 425.327.1241 for information); 
and the same lecture to the Mill Creek Garden Club 
(Mill Creek Country Club, Mill Creek, Wash.) Apr. 
8 and the West Lake Sammamish Garden Club 
(Emeritus, Bellevue, Wash.) Apr. 10.
 Dan Heims will speak at the Dow Gardens 
Know and Grow Seminar Feb. 22 at Bullock Creek 
High School in Midland, Mich. During the seminar, 
Heims	will	speak	on	“Garden	Gems”	and	“Right	

Continued on page 22
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Plant — Right Place Plant Garden Solutions for 
Problem	Areas.”	(http://bit.ly/1eiCHXq) Dan will 
also speak during the Yard, Garden & Patio Show 
at the Oregon Convention Center in Portland, Ore. 
His	first	presentation,	“Plants	that	Pay	the	Rent,”	will	
take place Mar. 1	and	a	seminar	on	“The	World’s	
Greatest	Garden	Shows,”	presented	by	OAN,	Mar. 
2. (http://ygpshow.com/) Dan will be a guest lecturer 
at the Michigan Master Gardeners of St. Clair County 
Association in Port Huron, Mich., Mar. 22-23. His 
speaking	topics	include	“Right	Plant,	Right	Place”	
and	“Shade	Gardening	with	Perennials.”	(http://www.
stclaircounty.org/offices/msue/Default.aspx) Dan 
will be a guest lecturer at the Outagamie County, 
Wis., Master Gardeners’ Garden Expectations State 
Conference in Appleton, Wis., Mar. 28-29.	His	first	
presentation,	“Right	Plant,	Right	Place,”	will	take	
place Mar. 28	and	the	second	session,	“Perennials	
for	Containers,”	will	be	Mar. 29. (http://www.ocmga.
net/garden-expectations-state-conference.aspx)
 Debra Lee Baldwin will present at San 
Diego’s Spring Home/Garden Show Feb. 28 and 
Mar. 1 at 12:00 noon; at the San Francisco Flower 
& Garden Show Mar. 20 and 21; at the San Diego 
Master Gardeners’ Symposium Mar. 22; and at 
Epcot	Center	in	Orlando	the	first	week	in	April.	Debra	
will sign all three of her books, including the latest, 
Succulents Simplified, at all events. 

 Brenda Adams will speak at the Alaska 
Botanical Garden’s Spring Conference Mar. 15 in 
Anchorage.	Her	presentation,	“Explore	Your	Options	
— Bark, Berries, Bulbs, Fragrance, Herbs and 
Vegetables,”	is	a	fast-paced,	photo-filled	and	unique	
look at garden design that will delight your eyes while 
it stimulates your creative nature with lots of ideas 
and examples. Brenda will happily sign her book, 
There’s a Moose in My Garden; Designing Gardens 
in Alaska and the Far North, available for purchase at 
the conference.
  Karen Chapman will speak during the 
Chicago Flower and Garden Show at Navy Pier, 
Chicago, Ill. Her presentations are: Mar. 20 at 
12:30	p.m.	on	“Foliage	First:	Three	Easy	Steps	
to Transform Your Gardens and Containers from 
Frumpy	to	Fabulous”	and	Mar. 21 at 11:00 a.m. on 
“Sassy	or	Classy?	Designing	to	Suite	Your	Style.”
 Mark Turner	moved	to	five	acres	on	the	
outskirts of Bellingham where he’ll have two 
acres of garden as a new outdoor studio. He will 
speak	on	“Central	Oregon	Wildflowers”	as	part	
of the Nature Nights program series in Bend, 
Ore., for the Deschutes Land Trust  (http://www.
deschuteslandtrust.org/events/mar19nn)
 Despite a virtuoso performance on the air violin 
during	the	garden	tour	in	Quebec,	GWA	Fellow	Dick 
Tracy	was	unable	to	make	significant	inroads	into	
the funding needed for the Olde Garden Writer’s 
Home at Cabo San Lucas, Mexico. Tracy, who made 

Continued from page 21

region 7

Christine Moore will speak Feb. 20	on	“Grow-
ing	Lavender”	at	The	East	York	Garden	Club,	
Feb. 22	on	“Getting	the	Jump	on	Spring”	at	the	
Toronto Botanical Garden, and then Feb. 24, she’s 
at Lake Simcoe Gardeners, in Keswick, Ontario, 
talking	about	“Starting	with	Roses.”
 Steven Biggs	will	speak	about	“Edible	Crops	
that	Wow”	at	Richters	Herbs	in	Goodwood,	Ontario,	
Feb. 23. He will appear twice Mar. 2 at the 
Stratford Garden Festival in Stratford, Ontario, about 
“Crops	that	Wow”	and	“Growing	Figs	in	Northern	
Climates.”	Then,	Apr. 12	he	will	speak	on	“Garden	
Edibles	That	Wow”	at	the	Peterborough	Garden	
Show in Peterborough, Ontario.

Continued on page 23

an impassioned plea for a room overlooking the 
nude beach at his 2011 speech after being named 
a Fellow, hopes to enlist the talents of the Dallas 
Cowboy	Cheerleaders	in	future	fundraisers.	“Heck,	
just	meeting	them	would	be	fun,”	he	says.	

—pat Munts
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 Dan Cooper’s upcoming presentations on 
“Low	Maintenance	Gardening”	include:	Feb. 11 for 
the Scarborough Horticultural Society, Scarborough 
Village Community Centre (Ontario); Feb. 17 for 
the St. Catharines Horticultural Society at Grace 
Mennonite Church, St. Catharines, Ontario; Feb. 
20 for the Dunnville Horticultural Society at Optimist 
Hall, Dunnville, Ontario; Feb. 24 for Grimsby 
Garden Club at the Grimsby Senior Citizens’ Centre, 
Grimsby, Ontario; Feb. 25 at the Niagara on the 
Lake Horticultural Society at the Community Centre, 
Niagara on the Lake, Ontario.
 Feb. 25, Ken Brown will speak at about a 
dozen locations throughout March and April, mostly 
about	“Vertical	Vegetables,”	with	a	little,	“Landscaping	
Tips”	and	“Modern	Flower	Arranging,”	thrown	in	for	
variety.
 Canada Blooms takes place in Toronto, Ontario, 
Mar. 14-23 and several of our members will be 
speaking at it and a few more are very involved with it 
in other capacities. Mar. 15 is our annual Region VII 
meeting, held, as usual, at Canada Blooms and we 
have	just	finalized	a	great	program	for	the	morning	
sessions.	Watch	for	the	official	invitation	in	your	email	
sometime in early February. Much of the news in my 
report is about our members’ speaking engagements 
and that was one of the things that prompted us to 
make	“Effective	Speaking,”	the	topic	of	our	panel	
discussion. It will feature lots of audience interaction 
with the four great speakers who will be on the panel. 
(See page 8 for details.) Ken, Steve Biggs and 

Donna Balzer from a distance are working hard to 
make sure the Region VII meeting is another must 
attend event. Wendy Downing has the distinction 
of	being	the	first	to	volunteer	her	help.	Anybody	
else who wants to join this elite group will be most 
welcome. Contact Ken (kcbrown@sympatico.ca) or 
Steve (steven@stevenbiggs.ca).
 Mar. 21 at 2:00 p.m., Miriam Goldberger 
will speak at the Chicago Flower and Garden Show 
at	Navy	Pier,	Chicago,	Ill.,	on	“Taming	Wildflowers	
From Seed to Vase: a Celebration Guide and User’s 
Manual.”
 Region VII is Canada and the rest of the world, 
and Catherine Stewart, one of our new members 
in Australia, is coordinating HIDDEN, Festival of 
Outdoor Design, Sydney, Apr. 5-6, that showcases 
15 designer gardens throughout Sydney. She is 
also looking for more interested bloggers to join 
her international GardenDrum team. Contact her at 
catherine@gardendrum.com. She is also working 
on a series of eBooks about the hard-to-do facets of 
landscape design, like garden steps and stairs.
 Pat Crocker provided early notice that the 
International Herb Association will hold its annual 
Conference in Toronto, July 19-20. The conference 
includes an optional Friday pre-conference tour of 
the Niagara region, an herbal marketplace as well as 
a powerful lineup of speakers. If you are a gardener, 
herbalist, foodie or passionate about health and the 
environment, this is one conference you won’t want 
to miss. 

—Ken Brown

Continued from page 22

ScottsMiracle-Gro and Mini USA partnered to 
promote a creative, guerilla marketing campaign 
launching the new, larger version of the MINI 
Cooper, the MINI Countryman. Consumers had 
the opportunity to support a great cause with the 
#MINIMiracle. ScottsMiracle-Gro donated $1 to the 
Plant a Row for the Hungry (PAR) program for every 
post.
	 More	than	64.9	million	impressions	were	
received through MINI’s OOH Media Support. 
A special thank you to The Scotts Miracle-Gro 
Company and MINI Cooper for their partnership that 
earned $50,000 for the PAR program. 

ScottsMiracle-Gro Partnership 
with MINI Cooper Earns 
Funds for PAR

Just a couple of the many posts during the MINI Coo-
per campaign.

mailto:kcbrown@sympatico.ca
mailto:steven@stevenbiggs.ca
mailto:catherine@gardendrum.com
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Allied neWs

New Corona ComfortGEL® 
Hand Tools
Six new ComfortGEL® 
garden hand tools 
join the Corona’s line 
of pruning tools with 
specially designed soft, 
ergonomically shaped grips 
to	maximize	fit,	comfort	
and control. Stainless steel 
tools with soft, gel handles 
provide	maximum	comfort,	fit	and	control,	season	
after season. (coronatoolsusa.com) 

The Gates Are Open to America’s 
Best Private Gardens
The Garden Conservancy’s 
Open Days program is 
America’s only private 
garden-visiting program of 
its kind, featuring hundreds 
of	magnificent	spaces	not	
normally open to the public. 
Each region offers its own 
special variety of gardens, 
totaling more than 300 
locations in 18 states as well 
as the District of Columbia. 
For information, a list of participating regions, or 
to suggest gardens for inclusion in the program, 
visit www.opendaysprogram.org or call toll-free 
888.842.2442.
 The 2014 Open Days Directory ($25.95 including 
shipping & handling; published in March) gives a com-
prehensive source for details on the 2014 season.

Update on Orcon
Joining	its	popular	all-purpose	Beneficial	Nematode	
and Flea Destroyer solutions, Organic Control 
(Orcon) has launched new Fire Ant Control, Grub 
Control and Fungus Gnat Control products with 
pest-specific	packaging.	The	new	packaging	labels	
the	pests	clearly,	so	customers	can	easily	find	the	
solution	to	their	specific	problem.	All	of	Orcon’s	
Beneficial	Nematode	products	are	all-natural	and	
safe for humans, animals and plants. Orcon products 
are available at lawn and garden retailers across the 
country and online at OrganicControl.com.

We Dig Plants® – Growing 
Good Ideas on the Radio
(www.HeritageRadioNetwork.org) From Heritage 
Radio Network, weekly free Internet radio dedicated 
to all things blooming. We bring the culture to 
horticulture. Listen live or via website archive & 
iTunes podcast. Hear from garden authors, growers 

& tradespeople, industry experts and eclectic 
conversations.	Inquiries:	718.265.2268	or	www.
groundworksgardens.com. February winter topics 
include:	Gordon	Campbell,	“The	Hermit	in	the	
Garden;”	Debra Prinzing,	“Slow	Flowers;”	Janit	
Calvo,	“Miniature	Gardens”	&	Marta McDowell, 
“Beatrix	Potter’s	Garden.”	

Proven Winners’ New Blog
Hiding among the more typical 2014 resolutions was 
to develop a less formal and more continual way 
to communicate with garden writers. There is more 
going on at Proven Winners ColorChoice than can be 
folded into a well-manicured press release. Proven 
Winners ColorChoice announced a new blog focused 
on providing information and inspiration specially for 
garden	writers:	“Through	the	Greenhouse	Glass.”	
This blog will feature interviews with fellow garden 
writers and horticulture leaders to bring readers best 
practices and behind the scenes stories. If you have 
an area of expertise or unique point of view to share, 
email Shannon@springmeadownursery.com.

Soil Test Kit from Pure Elements
In response to customer questions about how to 
determine nutrient needs, Pure Elements has added 
a soil test kit to their product line for 2014. The kit 
comes in a small box pre-labeled for mailing. Inside 
is a plastic bag and directions for how many spots 
and how deep those spots should be for collecting 
a soil sample. It also includes a note card for the 
customer to indicate whether they’re testing a lawn 
or	garden	plot.	Once	they	fill	out	the	note	card	and	
fill	the	bag	with	soil,	they	put	it	back	in	the	box	and	
mail it off. The soil samples will be analyzed by 
Midwest Laboratories in Omaha, Neb. Results will be 
emailed to the customer within seven business days. 
Information: Courtney@PureElementsOrganics.com.

Check out Turner Greenhouses
Turner Greenhouses suggests that you like their 
page on Facebook. Turner Greenhouses has 
affordable hobby greenhouse kits for the backyard 
gardener.	Polycarbonate,	fiberglass,	polyethylene	are	
all offered on the same framework. Made in the USA. 

http://www.coronatoolsusa.com
http://www.opendaysprogram.org
http://www.organiccontrol.com
http://www.heritageradionetwork.org/
http://www.groundworksgardens.com/
http://www.groundworksgardens.com/
http://pureelementsorganics.com/index.php/our-store/soiltest
mailto:Courtney@PureElementsOrganics.com
http://www.facebook.com/TurnerGreenhouses
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by attracting important pollinators; the simple steps 
in seed propagation; cutting garden must-haves; 
integrating	wildflowers	into	the	vegetable	garden;	
harvesting	fresh	and	everlasting	wildflowers;	and	
how	to	use	floral	design	secrets	to	create	long-lasting	
arrangements. 

Marie Iannotti, 
The Timber Press 
Guide to Vegetable 
Gardening in the 
northeast, Timber 
Press, 232 pages, 
paperback, $19.95. 
Available now. All 
gardening is local. What, 
when, and how to plant all 
require an understanding 

of growing conditions and climate. Tackling this need 
head	on,	Marie	Iannotti	provides	regionally	specific	
growing advice, monthly planting guides showing 
exactly what you can — and can’t — do in the garden 
from January through December, a comprehensive 
gardening primer, beyond the basics on seed saving, 
worm bins, and more, and a detailed A to Z of the 
region’s tried-and-tested edible varieties.

Linda Larson, The 
Traveling Gardener 
— Wandering, 
Wondering, 
Noticing…A 
Collection of Essays 
and Photographs 
Celebrating Gardens 
Near and Far, SMS 
Promotional Ventures, 207 
pages, Kindle edition, $5.99. 

Hot off the Press

Pat Crocker, 
Coconut 24/7, 
HarperCollins Canada, 
224 pages, hard cover, 
$24.99 CDN. Available 
now. Coconut 24/7 
features more than 100 
recipes from morning 
to night so you can 
easily	reap	the	benefits	
of coconut every day. 
Included are recipes 

that use coconut water (smoothies, juices, soups, 
etc.), main dishes with coconut oil, baked goods 
with	coconut	flour	and	a	raft	of	other	easy,	delicious	
recipes. And, with Pat’s expertise as an herbalist, 
there are also tips on making your own moisturizers, 
balms and creams with coconut.

Miriam 
Goldberger, 
Taming 
Wildflowers, St. 
Lynn’s Press, 208 
pages, hardcover, 
$14.30. Available 
now. Taming 
Wildflowers is the 
ultimate DIY book on 
wildflower	gardening	

and	floral	design:	part	wildflower	history,	part	
upbeat, informative how-to, a little basic plant 
science and an easy primer on designing with 
these wild and wondrous blooms. Goldberger’s 
richly	photographed	book	(featuring	60	of	Miriam’s	
favorite	wildflowers	and	300	full-color	photographs)	
shows	gardeners	how	wildflowers	enhance	the	
beauty and environmental health of their gardens 

A collection of illuminating essays and dazzling 
photographs taking you on a virtual tour of gardens…
some grand and famous and some surprising jewels 
hidden away from the mainstream. Each essay 
encourages you to slow down, notice and enjoy the 
dedication, inspiration, whimsy, healing and discovery 
involved in cultivating a living, ever changing 
experience.

Melinda Myers, 
Minnesota 
& Wisconsin 
Month-by-Month 
Gardening: 
what to do each 
Month to Have a 
Beautiful Garden 
All Year, Cool 
Springs Press, 240 
pages, paperback, 
$24.99. Available now. 
Inside Minnesota & 
Wisconsin Month-

by-Month Gardening	you’ll	find	all	the	specifics	
on	growing	annual	and	perennial	flowers,	bulbs,	
grasses, groundcovers, shrubs, trees and vines 
throughout the year. Even during the cold and barren 
winter months, Melinda Myers will have you planning 
for and improving upon the next growing season. 
From planting, watering and fertilizing to routine 
maintenance and problem solving this book educates 
gardeners of all skill levels on the best practices for 
satisfying, rewarding results.

Contiued on page 26
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Helen Yoest, Plants 
with Benefits: An 
Uninhibited Guide 
to the Aphrodisiac 
Herbs, Fruits, 
Flowers and Veggies 
in Your Garden, St. 
Lynn’s Press,	160	pages,	
$17.95 U.S./$18.95 CDN. 
Available now. Plants with 

Benefits is	filled	with	lush	photography,	growing	tips	
and recipes for preparing teas, potions and tasty 
treats for the reader’s pleasurable use. Yoest helps 
the reader discover which common garden plants and 
favorites	edibles	have	that	“something	extra”	and	why.	
This	is	the	first	book	about	selecting	garden	plants	for	
their sex appeal. Plants were selected for a number 
of reasons, but primarily because they affect brain 
chemistry	by	directly	increasing	blood	flow	to	sex	
organs, or are psychologically suggestive because of 
aroma or shape.

Hot off the Press cont’d

Melinda Myers, 
Midwest 
Gardener’s 
Handbook, Cool 
Springs	Press,	256	
pages, paperback, 
$18.29. Available now. 
Meant for the more 
experienced intermediate 
to advanced gardener, 
Midwest Gardener’s 
Handbook is an all-

inclusive resource guide featuring hundreds of 
proven plants — including winter-hardy choices — 
that are optimal for Midwestern gardeners. Each 
plant	is	showcased	with	specific	advice	on	how,	when	
and where to plant; growing tips and descriptions of 
routine care. Melinda Myers provides 12 full months 
of when-to advice for each plant category.

dee nash, The 
20-30 Something 
Garden Guide: 
A no-Fuss, 
Down and Dirty, 
Gardening 101 
for Anyone Who 
Wants to Grow 
Stuff, St. Lynn’s 
Press,	160	pages, 

hardcover, $13.55. Available now. Urban farming 
is the hot new movement sweeping the country: 
growing food closer to where we live, whether it’s 
on a condo deck, in a backyard or in a community 
garden. The 20/30-Something Garden Guide gives 
that busy, mostly urban, cohort a fun, non-intimidating 
introduction to the basics of gardening. These are the 
folks who want to know where their food comes from, 
and they’re hip to the importance of good health and 
the environment. They may not have a lot of free 
time	or	change	in	their	pockets,	but	if	they	could	find	
a no-fuss Gardening 101 that spoke their language 
and gave achievable goals, they’d go for it. This book 
has high graphic appeal, fully illustrated, step-by-step 
projects and essential tips. Nash’s book is divided 
into four types and sizes of gardens and giving 
incremental	goals	for	the	first	year,	and	the	second	
and third. With this guide as a basic road map, new 
gardeners can be as creative and out-of-the-box as 
they want.

Continued from page 25

GWA Annual Symposium Exhibit Space
Exhibit	space	is	available	at	the	66th	GWA	Annual	Symposium	in	Pittsburgh,	Pa.,	
Aug. 8-11. The exhibit provides a forum to exchange information between lawn & 
garden product manufacturers and North America’s premier garden communicators. 
Each exhibit space includes a full meeting registration. Visit the GWA website to learn 
more (http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/exhibitor_info.html). For 
information, contact JC McGowan (jc@gardenwriters.org	or	806.832.1870).
    The GWA book fair is a great opportunity for members to display their work to other 
members for book and produce reviews. To reserve a space, visit 

http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/book_registration.html.
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   Welcome to the following new members who joined the association in December 2013 and January 2014.

neW MeMBers

Carolyn Binder
Cowlick Cottage Farm
1070 Boston Hwy.
Monticello, FL 32344
(O) 850.210.8033
(H) 850.210.8033
cowlickcottage@gmail.com
www.cowlickcottagefarm.com

Loree Bohl
5731 NE 38th Ave.
Portland, OR 97211
(O) 503.459.1444
(H) 503.459.1444
spikyplants@gmail.com
dangergarden.blogspot.com
plantlust.com

Amy Campion
8525 N. Polk Ave.
Portland, OR 97203
(O)	859.250.6246
(H)	859.250.6246
amycampion@outlook.com
www.whatbloomswhen.com

Marilyn Cornwell
Marilyn Cornwell Associates Ltd.
3 Sunnylea Crescent
Grimsby, ON L3M 2Y2 Canada
(O)	905.309.0306
(H)	905.309.0306
marilyn@cornwell.ca
http://blog.marilyncornwell.com
marilyncornwell.com

Jeanne DeBenedetti Keyes
7521 SE Woodstock Blvd.
Portland,	OR	97206
(O)	503.806.0401
(H) 503.777.2137
jeanne@lotus30.com
rainysidegardeners.com
rainyside.com

Nell Foster
Joy Us garden

636	West	Ortega	St.
Santa Barbara, CA 93101
(O) 805.892.4941
(H) 805.892.4941
nell@joyusgarden.com
www.joyusgarden.com/blog 
(Garden Gluttony)
www.joyusgarden.com

Jane Godshalk
Longwood Gardens
456	Glynwynne	Rd.
Haverford, PA 19041
(O) 484.437.3120
(H)	610.896.8292
janegodshalk@me.com

Susan Harris
5 Ridge Rd., Unit J
Greenbelt, MD 20770
(O) 301.270.5481
(H) 301.270.5481
gardenersusan@gmail.com
www.gardenrant.com
www.sustainable-gardening.com

Simon Hart
Greenstar Plant Products
9430 198th St.
Langley, BC V1M 3C8 
Canada
(O)	604.882.7699
(H)	604.308.7798
simonh@getgreenstar.com
getgreenstar.com

Grace Hensley
eTilth
12753 - 11th Ave. NW
Seattle, WA 98177
(H)	206.388.6955
methylgrace@yahoo.com
www.etilth.com

Amy Hill
4409 Malvern Rd.
Durham, NC 27707

(O) 919.418.0078
(H) 919.403.8974
awhill@gmail.com
MissingHenryMitchell.com

Brent Horvath
Intrinsic Perennial Gardens, Inc.
10702 Seaman Rd.
Hebron,	IL	60034
(O)	815.648.2788	x	15
(H) 815.482.0278
BrentH@intrinsicperennialgardens.
   com
www.intrinsicperennialgardens.com

Karen Hugg
Red Madrona Gardens
3560	NE	182nd	St.
Lake Forest Park, WA 98155
(O)	206.605.3409
(H)	206.417.0424
karenhugg@yahoo.com
www.gardenfuntimes.com
www.redmadronagardens.com

Mary Jasch
DIG IT! Magazine
P.O. Box 397
Augusta, NJ 07822
(O) 973.570.0759
(H) 973.702.8118
mary@dig-itmag.com
www.dig-itmag.com

Jan Johnsen
11 Observatory Dr.
Croton on Hudson, NY 10520
(O)	914.666.4190
(H) 914.393.4812
janjohnsen23@gmail.com
www.serenityinthegarden.blogspot.
   com
www.johnsenlandscapes.com

Elaine Johnson
456	Bay	Ln.
Centerville,	MA	02632

(O)	508.367.3733
emj19@mac.me

Sandra Lerner
P.O. Box 15121
Chevy Chase, MD 20825
(O) 301.495.4747
sll@gardenlerner.com
sandraleavittlerner.com

Susanne Lucas
Pioneer Plants LLC
9 Bloody Pond Rd.
Plymouth,	MA	02360
(O)	508.685.0342
(H)	508.685.0342
susannelucas@gmail.com
www.susannelucas.com

Nanette Masi
Back to Nature
153 Pleasant Valley Rd.
Amesbury, MA 01913
(O) 978.790.5329
nanette@bringnaturehome.com

Nicholas McCullough
McCullough’s Landscape & 
Nursery
14401 Jug Street Rd.
Johnstown, OH 43031
(O)	614.855.1288
(H)	614.989.9902
nick@mccland.com
www.thinkingoutsidetheboxwood.
   com
www.mccland.com

Laurie Metzger
Longwood Graduate Program
531 S. College Ave.
Room	126	Townsend	Hall
Newark,	DE	19716
(O)	717.576.2131
(H)	717.576.2131
lmetzger@udel.edu
becomingagardener.blogspot.com

Christina Rex
Rex Design Concepts, LLC
63	Shelby	St.
Johnson City, NY 13790
(O)	607.241.3487
crex@rexdesignconcepts.com

Sharon Richardson
Chester County Master Gardener
24 Hedgerow Ln.
Malvern, PA 19355
(O)	610.639.0749
(H)	610.639.0749
sharonrichardson22@gmail.com

Robin Rivet
International Society of 
Arboriculture
6730	Rolando	Knolls	Dr.
La Mesa, CA 91942
(O)	619.994.5981
robin@sandiegotreemap.org

Wickie Rowland
Drawing Room Ink, LLC 
P.O.	Box	635
New Castle, NH 03854
(O)	603.828.8868
(H)	603.828.8868
d-r-i@comcast.net
garden-room-inked.com
www.drawingroomink.com

Donna Schaper
235 E. 18th St.
New York, NY 10003
donnaschaper@judson.org

Sandra Schumacher
Everett Herald
1018 Orchid Rd.
Camano Island, WA 98282
(O)	360.301.6306
(H)	360.387.2977
scschu@aol.com

Catherine Stewart
GardenDrum
14 Churchill Rd.

East Killara, NSW  2071 Australia
(O)	61417273411
(H)	61417273411
catherine@gardendrum.com
gardendrum.com/author/cstewart/
gardendrum.com

Candice Suter
1716	Evergreen	Dr.
Roseville, CA 95747
(O)	916.218.5319
(H)	916.218.5319
sweetstuff1957@gmail.com
www.sweetstuffssassysucculents.
   com/

Kenneth Teffeau
805 Durham Ct.
Canton,	GA	30115-4765
(O) 410.924.4491
(H)	770.213.3561
marcteffeau@gmail.com

Amy Whitney
6020	Sumit	Wood	Dr.	NW
Kennesaw, GA 30152
(O) 770.528.4070
(H)	678.353.4316
amygwh@gmail.com
atlantaveggies@blogspot.com

Debra Windoloski
Gardenscapes
43 East St.
Hadley, MA 01035
(O) 413.588.1084
dwindoloski@charter.net

Lisa Ziegler
Gardener’s Workshop Farm
20 Miller Road
Newport	News,	VA	23602
(O) 757.877.7159
(H) 757.875.2384
lisa@shoptgw.com
www.thegardenersworkshop.com/
roll-red-carpet-good-guys
www.thegardenersworkshop.com
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dates & events

February 22
PPA Mid-Atlantic Regional Symposium, The 
Conference Center at Sheppard Pratt, Baltimore, Md. 
(http://www.perennialplant.org/index.php/events/
regional-symposium)

February 27-March 2
Nashville Lawn & Garden Show, celebrating its 25th 
year, Tennessee State Fairgrounds, Nashville, Tenn.
(www.nashvillelawnandgardenshow.com)

March 1-9
185th PHS Philadelphia Flower Show, Pennsylvania 
Convention Center, Philadelphia, Pa. 
(theflowershow.com)

March 14-23
Canada Blooms, Direct Energy Centre, Exhibition 
Place, Toronto, ON, Canada (www.canadablooms.
com) 

March 15-23
Chicago Flower & Garden Show, Navy Pier, 
Chicago,	Ill.	Theme:	“Do	Green.	Do	Good.”	(www.
chicagoflower.com) Lots of members from GWA are 
featured speakers. There’s something for everyone.

March 19-23
San Francisco Flower & Garden Show, San 
Mateo Event Center, San Mateo, Calif.
(www.sfgardenshow.com)

March 20
3rd Annual Shenandoah Valley Plant Symposium, 
Best Western Inn & Conference Center, Waynesboro, 

Va. Contact: Waynesboro Parks and Recreation 
(540.942.6735;	parksandrec@ci.waynesboro.va.us)

March 20
University of Connecticut Perennial Plant 
Conference, Lewis B. Rome Commons, Univ. of 
Connecticut, Storrs, Conn. (www.2014perennial.
uconn.edu)

april 1-2
RHS Great London Plant Fair, RHS Horticultural 
Halls, London, England. The Lindley Hall will 
feature the RHS Early Daffodil Competition. See the 
launching of the updated Gardening in the Global 
Greenhouse report. (www.rhs.org.uk/shows-events/
rhs-london-flower-shows/great-london-plant-fair)

april 5-10
California Spring Trials, Syngenta, Gilroy, Calif. 
(866.307.8142;	http://www.ballpublishing.com/
Ballpub/_SpringTrialsPlanner.aspx)

april 9-10
American Hort (formerly OFA) and Plant Interior 
Plantscape Symposium at Longwood Gardens, 
Kennett Square, Pa.

april 28-May 3
Council on Botanical & Horticultural Libraries, The 
Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden, Richmond, Va. 
(www.cbhl.net/meetings/meetings.htm)

June 12-14
Purdue Master Gardener Conference, Marriott 
North, Indianapolis, Ind. (http:/www.2014indymgconf.
org/) Contact: Kathleen Hull (hullk@ccrtc.com; 
317.996.4380)

June 20-22
Educational Conference and Annual Meeting, 
The Hilton Concord Hotel, Concord, Calif. (www.
herbsociety.org/events/conference-14.html)

June 22
Garden Centers of America Summer Tour, San 
Francisco, Calif. (www.gardencentersofamerica.org)

June 27-29
Newport Flower Show, Rosecliff, Newport, R.I. (www.
newportmansions.org/events/newport-flower-show)

July 12-15
OFA Short Course, Greater Columbus Convention 
Center, Columbus, Ohio (ofashortcourse.org)

July 17-19
American Hort Society Children and Youth Gardening 
Symposium, Franklin Park Conservatory, Columbus, 
Ohio (http://www.ahs.org/gardening-programs/
youth-gardening/ncygs/2014-ncygs/overview)

July 19-20
International Herb Association Annual Conference, 
“Savory	Sagas	—	Herbs	for	Life,”	Eaton	Chelsea	
Hotel, Toronto, Ontario, Canada (Contact: Pat 
Crocker, pcrocker@riversongherbals.com or 
519.799.5498).

auGuST 8-11
Garden	Writers	Association	66th	Annual	Symposium,	
Westin Convention Center, Pittsburgh, PA (www.
gardenwriters.org)
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