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Get Ready for Pasadena 2015!
By LyDiA PLuNk

It isn’t too early to start 
making plans to visit 
Pasadena, Calif., for 
the 2015 Annual GWA 
Annual Symposium. 
Mark your calendars for 
sept. 18-21.
 Our Mediterranean 
climate, our soils and 
our horticultural history 
has all cultivated a 
demand for regionally 
unique plants and 
landscaping solutions. 
We promise you will be thrilled with our local stunning 
settings. Whatever your specialization or level of 
expertise, you will return home pleased for time well 
spent in a land known for abundance in horticultural 
pleasures.
 Through networking, programs and presen-

tations, the event is a celebration of California’s year-
round growing opportunities. This is your opportunity 
to hone communication skills and grow business 
contacts for individual success in an incomparably 
diverse setting.
 On behalf of the Local Arrangements Committee, 
we look forward to welcoming you to the heart of Los 
Angeles County, Pasadena.

Learn from Experts
Our Annual Symposium Program Chair, GWA 
Vice President Kirk Brown, is putting together a 
program that will best address our objectives. We 
invite all garden communicators to take advantage of 
everything this meeting and its host city have to offer. 

Pasadena
Nestled at the base of the majestic San Gabriel 
Mountains, less than 10 miles northeast of downtown 
Los Angeles, Pasadena is quintessential Southern 

Call for GWA 2015 
Honors Nominations

Recognize the achievements of your peers with a 
2015 Honors nomination. To honor individuals who 
have made a significant contribution to the GWA 
objectives, please complete the nomination form.
 Nominate individuals in the following categories:
 • Fellow
 • Honorary Member
 • Hall of Fame
 • Wilfred J. Jung Distinguished Service Medal

Deadline Fri., Feb. 13
Honors Nomination Form

http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=awards/nominationform.html
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The Garden Writers Association Foundation (GWAF) 
released its 2014 October Gardening Trends 
Research Report. The report is the latest of a series 
of national consumer attitude surveys on gardening 
conducted by the GWAF since 2003. A review of 
consumer summer gardening activities using edible 
plants was the primary focus of the research.

Edible Gardening 
Remains Strong
Among the 75 million gardening households that 
have a lawn, garden or grow plants in containers, 
this year more than two in five consumers (44%) said 
that they grew edible plants in the ground, while 15% 
used containers. Almost one-third (32%) grew edible 
plants both in the ground and in containers.

Main Challenges 
According to consumers, insect and disease control 
(39%) and time (38%) are the greatest challenges 
to edible gardening. Wildlife control was considered 
to be the greatest challenge by 28% of respondents, 
with one-quarter selecting irrigation. Rounding 
out the top five was cost, chosen by one in ten 
respondents (10%).

2015 Forecast
A majority of consumers (58%) plan to grow edible 
plants next year. One-quarter of them plan to grow 
edible plants in the ground, while just under one 
in ten (9%) expect to use containers for growing 
edible plants. Those who plan to use both methods 
registered at 24%
 Of those not planning to grow edible plants in 
2015, over one-third (37%) said it is because they 
do not garden. Nearly one in five Americans (17%) 

reported that they will not grow plants because they 
moved to a home where gardening is not possible, 
while 9% said it is too much work.
 The GWAF 2014 October Gardening Trends 
Research Report was conducted by Technometrica 
Market Intelligence of Ramsey, N.J. A total of 889 
surveys were completed from a random digital 
dial sample of telephone numbers. Interviews in 
each region of the country were proportional to 
the representation of that region to the total U.S. 
population. To further assure representation to the 
American population, the data was weighted by 
gender, age and race reflective of U.S. Census 
proportions. At the 95% confidence level, the margin 
of error for respondents overall is +/- 3.3 percentage 
points. For subgroups, margins of error are higher 
and depend upon the size of the sample.

Continued from page 1

California. From mountains caressed by the sun, 
through gardens radiant with roses, to extraordinary 
turn-of-the-century architecture, there is nowhere 
else quite like Pasadena.
 Pasadena truly is a pedestrian-friendly city. 
Visitors can stroll along beautiful tree-lined South 
Lake Avenue — known as Pasadena’s premier 
shopping district — while an eclectic mix of antique 
stores, galleries and specialty shops can be found 
in the Playhouse District. Old Pasadena, a 22-block 
historical area featuring 19th-century structures and 
quaint alleyways, is one of Southern California’s 
hottest main-street entertainment districts. With 
200 specialty shops, antique havens, boutiques, 
bistros and entertainment venues, Old Pasadena 
offers something for everyone. Paseo Colorado 
is Pasadena’s three-block open-air urban village, 
with its Mediterranean architecture, lush pedestrian 
promenades, courtyards and terraces.
 Recognized throughout the world, Pasadena’s 
Rose Bowl is famous for championship events 
including five Super Bowl football games, the 1999 
Women’s World Cup Soccer Championship and the 
annual Rose Bowl Game. Today, the Rose Bowl is 
home to the UCLA Bruins football team.
 With its enviable location and a population of 
only 140,000, Pasadena offers visitors a friendly and 
safe enclave. The city’s mild Mediterranean climate 
also makes for ideal sightseeing conditions. Year-
round temperatures average 76 degrees Fahrenheit.
 In addition to all of this, Pasadena is easily 
accessible to all Los Angeles area airports, freeways, 
and other Southern California attractions, including 
Universal Studios, Disneyland and local beaches. 
To make sightseeing even easier, visitors can hop 
aboard the Gold Line light rail system. The 13.7 mile 
Gold Line transports passengers from Pasadena to 
downtown Los Angeles and points in between. With 
six stations throughout Pasadena, including two in 
the popular Old Pasadena shopping/entertainment 
district, catching the train is a snap.

GWAF Edible Gardening Report
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President’s Message

I don’t think I’d ever have 
been able to make a career 
as a garden writer if it weren’t 
for networking. If I trace 
back my 30-year career as 
a freelance writer back to 
its roots, it is perfectly clear 
that it was networking that 
launched it and networking 
that has kept it going. 

 That’s how I obtained my first book contract. 
During a GWA Annual Symposium almost 30 years 
ago, I sat down on a tour bus next to a man I’d 
never met before. The man was Michael D. Smith, 
managing editor with Ortho Books. We presented 
ourselves, talked a bit (I have no idea what about), 
exchanged business cards, and that was it. But Mike 
called me a few months later. Would I like to revise 
and update a book on house plants? Sure! Then, a 
few months later, another contract to revise a book 
came in. Then, a contract to write a book. Suddenly, I 
was an author! 
 And it didn’t stop there. I had no idea that 
editors even talked to each other, let alone shared 
information, but now I know that they network, too. 
The next thing I knew, an editor I’d never heard of, 
working with a company equally unknown to me, 
phoned, saying Mike had passed on my name. 
I ended up writing three books for her. And that 
happened yet again. Mike had mentioned me to 
a third editor and I ended up writing more books. I 
estimate that I revised, wrote or co-wrote 12 books 
all because I sat beside someone on a bus at a 
symposium! Not a bad start!
 The funny thing is, though, I didn’t really connect 
the dots at first. I still tended to stay away from 

annual symposia. They were generally far away and 
seemed too costly. Yet when I attended a second 
one a few years later (largely because it was within 
driving distance), I came back with more work — 
magazine writing, this time. 
 As I looked longingly at the following year’s 
symposium thinking, “I can’t possibly afford to go, 
the plane fare alone will blow my budget,” the truth 
suddenly dawned on me. Symposia aren’t expenses, 
they’re investments. When I went to that symposium, 
I had a great time, and made two contacts that led 
to work. In fact, every GWA Annual Symposium I’ve 
attended always ended up paying off in some way…
and that’s all due to networking. 
 So, maybe you’re where I was 25 years ago, just 
getting started, not really making much money yet, 
tempted to attend a GWA Symposium, yet hesitating 
because of the cost. I suggest putting your priorities 
straight. I repeat, attending a symposium is not an 
expense; it’s an investment that may shape your 
entire future. 
 The 2015 GWA Annual Symposium in 
Pasadena may seem far away, but it’s not. 
sept. 18-21 is practically tomorrow. Put it on 
your agenda right now and start saving. Then, get 
out there, meet people, hand out tons of business 
cards and make sure lots of people know your 
name and what you do. That’s how you make a 
living in the freelance world!

 Larry Hodgson
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diReCTORs

RegiOn i
Ellen Zachos (2016 N)
 Acme Plant Stuff
Sally Ferguson (2015 R)
 Ferguson Caras PR
Thomas J. Mickey (2016 R)   
 Freelance

RegiOn ii
Denise Schreiber (2015 N)
 Allegheny County Parks Dept. 
Kate J. Copsey (2016 R)
 Freelance
Louise Clarke (2015 R)
 Morris Arboretum

RegiOn iii
Linda Nitchman (2016 R)
 Freelance
Sue Markgraf (2016 R)
 GreenMark Public Relations
Maria Zampini (2015 R)
 UpShoot LLC

RegiOn iV
Linda Askey (2015 N)
 New Leaves
Bob Polomski (2015 R)
 S.C. Extension Horticulturist
Ira Wallace (2016 R)
 Southern Exposure 
 Seed Exchange

OFFiCeRs

pResidenT  
Larry Hodgson 
 HortiCom, Inc.
ViCe pResidenT 
Kirk Brown 
 John Bartram Lives
TReasUReR 
Becky Heath 
 Brent & Becky’s Bulbs

RegiOn V
Bill Adams (2016 N)
 Freelance
Beth Clark (2015 R)
 Freelance
Kevin Gragg (2016 R)
 Oklahoma State University

RegiOn Vi
Nan Sterman (2017 N)
  Plant Soup, Inc.
Pat Munts (2016 R)
 Spokesman Review
Lydia Plunk (2015 R)
 Freelance

RegiOn Vii
Donna Balzer (2015 N)
 Donna Balzer Consulting, Inc.
Steven Biggs (2016 R)
 Freelance 
Ken Brown (2015 R)
 www.gardening-enjoyed.com

seCReTaRy  
Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp
 Write for You!
pasT pResidenT  
Debra Prinzing 
 Freelance

2014-15 GWA
BoArd of directors

n = NATIONAL DIRECTOR  
R = REGIONAL DIRECTOR

Garden Tours — 2015

Each year, many GWA members lead or host garden 
tours all over the world. View the following list of 
tours to see if you might be interested in any of these 
adventures.

ASIA
Singapore & Bali — March 6-17

Enjoy this very special tour of 
Singapore — a City in a Garden —
and Bali, Perfect Harmony that will 
not only inspire you but will enchant 
you. Singapore is not only a city, but 
a country and an island of incredible 
gardens, green landscapes, green 
roofs, vertical green plantings and 
very unique architecture and such 

kind people…simply a garden-lovers mecca. (http://
www.gardeningtours.com/Singapore2015.htm; 
donna@icangarden.com; 866.642.7120)

China — April 10-23
This tour has a bit of everything for either the history 
lover or the garden lover and a lot in between. 
Besides seeing some of the country’s greatest sights, 
such as the Terra Cotta Warriors and Great Wall, 
we’ll pay a special visit to the International Peony 
Festival, the largest event of its type in the world. 
Perhaps the best place to begin the story of peonies 
in the garden is in China. Luoyang, where the festival 
occurs, was China’s capital in ancient times. (http://
www.gardeningtours.com/ChinaSpring2015.htm; 
donna@icangarden.com; 866.642.7120)

EUROPE
Holland & Belgium — April 14-23
Tulips and Windmills Viking River Cruise with david 
Hobson. Holland’s floral splendor only happens in 

the springtime. Come 
see the rainbow of 
colors at the amazing 
Keukenhof Gardens 
and visit some of 
Belgium’s most 
beautifully preserved 
medieval cities for the 

ultimate 10 day spring vacation in the Low Countries. 
(www.travelspecifics.com; http://home.golden.
net/~dhobson/AM.html)

Gardens of Holland & Belgium — April 22-30
Join Larry Hodgson on this incredible trip to 
the best gardens of Holland and Belgium. See 
Keukenhof at its best, the spectacular gardens of 
Het Loo, the Royal Greenhouses of Laeken, secret 
gardens of Amsterdam, and much, much more. 
Cost: land only, $2,988/person, double occupancy. 
Contact Flight Centre Business Travel Georgia & 
Seymour, 599 W. Georgia St., Vancouver, BC V6B 
1Z6 (866.711.8800).

London Gardens/Chelsea Flower 
Show — May 19-26
sally Cunningham can’t wait to show you some 
of the gardens that define Western horticulture: the 
Royal Horticultural Society gardens at Wisley, Kew 
Gardens, the “garden rooms” at Hidcote Manor, 
and more. Every gardener must see Chelsea — 
the most prestigious flower show in the world! 
(horizonclubtours@nyaaa.com or 800.242.4244)

Chelsea 2015 — May 19-28
This delightful tour will begin in London. Visits include 
Cliveden Gardens, Chenies Manor, Chelsea Flower 
Show, Nymans, West Green House Gardens, The 
Savill Garden, Cotswold Perfumery, Rodmarton 
Manor Gardens, Painswick Rococo Garden, 

http://www.gardeningtours.com/Singapore2015.htm
http://www.gardeningtours.com/Singapore2015.htm
mailto:donna@icangarden.com
http://www.swiftpage4.com/SpeClicks.aspx?X=2W0L9PNNIE1B62LW01ZOWK
http://www.swiftpage4.com/SpeClicks.aspx?X=2W0L9PNNIE1B62LW01ZOWK
mailto:donna@icangarden.com
http://www.travelspecifics.com
http://home.golden.net/~dhobson/AM.html
http://home.golden.net/~dhobson/AM.html
mailto:horizonclubtours@nyaaa.com
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and you have the ideal recipe for a fantastic 
adventure. (http://www.earthboundexpeditions.com/
june-2015-irish-gardens-with-garden-expert-erica-
glasener/)

Northern England — June 18-28
Marian st. Clair has 
designed a garden tour 
of Northern England 
with Discover Europe. 
Gardens include 
Bodnant in North Wales, 
Levens Hall in Cubria, 
Arley Hall in Cheshire, 

Chatsworth House in Derbyshire, Castle Howard in 
North Yorkshire, and many more. (www.marianstclair.
com; marian.stclair@gmail.com)

Paris & London Gardens/Hampton 
Court Flower Show — July 2-9

Join sally 
Cunningham from 
Paris — Monet’s 
garden at Giverny and 
the palace at Versailles 
— to London, including 
Sissinghurst Castle 
& Garden of Vita 

Sackville-West, Great Dixter (home of Christopher 
Lloyd), Salisbury Cathedral, the mysterious 
Stonehenge, and the other great London flower 
show at Hampton Court Palace. (horizonclubtours@
nyaaa.com or 800.242.4244)

Portugal — November 8-17
Join Joe and Marianne Binetti for a visit to sunny 
Portugal, Algarve, Alentejo and the island gardens 
of Madeira as an optional add-on. We’ll explore 
farming and fishing villages, wineries and learn a 

Continued from page 4

Continued on page 6

Bourton House Garden, Anne Hathaway’s Cottage 
in Stratford Upon Avon, Hidcote Manor Garden, 
and Mill Dene. (http://www.gardeningtours.com/
Chelsea2015.htm; donna@icangarden.com; 
866.642.7120)

Beauty of Britain — May 20-29
Jo ellen Meyers sharp will lead a tour of the 
Beauty of Britain which includes the Chelsea Flower 
Show. The tour, organized by Collette and the 
Royal Horticultural Society, features Wisley, Savill, 
Cambridge, Harlow Carr, Helmsley Gardens in 
England and the Royal Botanic Garden in Edinburgh. 
(joellen@hoosiergardener.com)

English Gardens — May 25-June 1; June 15-22; 
July 13-20; August 17-24; September 14-21
Join Blooms of Bressingham Gardens Tours for 
a learning tour of English gardens for passionate plant 
people. The tour includes visits to Abbey Gardens 
(Bury St. Edmunds), Beth Chatto’s gardens (Essex), 
Cambridge University Botanic Gardens, Royal 
Horticultural Society gardens (Wisely); and Savill 
Gardens (Windsor). The highlight of the tour will be a 
unique experience of two days hands-on instruction 
with internationally known plantsman Adrian Bloom at 
The Bressingham Gardens focused on plants, design 
and more. Stay at four-star hotel accommodations 
and enjoy the local sites while immersed in gardening 
history. Contact Joan Purser, Tour Organizer 
(joanpurser@gmail.com). Details here.

Discovering Gardens in the Netherlands 
— June 9-21
This exclusive tour of art and gardens will explore 
the hidden jewels and national treasures of the 
Netherlands. Among the palaces, galleries and 
private gardens on this tour, we will also visit gardens 

designed by Mien 
Ruys and Piet Oudolf. 
The accommodations 
are works of art 
themselves, offering 
a unique blend of 
historic charm and 

contemporary comforts. (http://ahs.org/gardening-
programs/travel-study)

England — June 12-22
Marty wingate will lead a small group through the 
Lake District and the north of England, stopping at 
Chatsworth House, the inspiration for Jane Austen’s 
Pemberley. Also included is the ancient city of York, 
and both private and public gardens, including 
Harlow Carr, Castle Howard, and Levens Hall. 
(martywingate.com/travel)

Gardens of Ireland — June 14-24
Across 
thousands 
of years and 
thousands 
of miles, 
the myths 
and magic 

of Ireland beckon us. Join garden expert erica 
glasener along with a group of happy garden 
lovers as you delve deep into the enchanting and 
mysterious Gaelic culture. The journey begins in 
Dublin, where you’ll visit Ireland’s oldest university, 
Trinity College, and attend the celebrated World 
Flower Show, known as “the Olympics of flower 
arranging.” Then, take in the breathtaking Cliffs of 
Moher and the delightful Dingle Peninsula. No trip 
to Ireland would be complete without pub crawls, 
traditional music and historical walking tours with 
colorful local characters. Throw in a signature 
leisurely pace and time for independent discovery 

http://www.earthboundexpeditions.com/june-2015-irish-gardens-with-garden-expert-erica-glasener/
http://www.earthboundexpeditions.com/june-2015-irish-gardens-with-garden-expert-erica-glasener/
http://www.earthboundexpeditions.com/june-2015-irish-gardens-with-garden-expert-erica-glasener/
http://www.marianstclair.com
http://www.marianstclair.com
mailto:marian.stclair@gmail.com
mailto:horizonclubtours@nyaaa.com
mailto:horizonclubtours@nyaaa.com
http://www.gardeningtours.com/Chelsea2015.htm
http://www.gardeningtours.com/Chelsea2015.htm
mailto:donna@icangarden.com
mailto:joellen@hoosiergardener.com
mailto:joanpurser@gmail.com
http://bloomsofbressinghamplants.com/us/Trade/News/
http://ahs.org/gardening-programs/travel-study
http://ahs.org/gardening-programs/travel-study
http://martywingate.com/travel
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bit about regional cooking along with gardens and 
historical sites. Add on five days to visit the botanical 
gardens and sites on the tropical island of Madeira. 
(mariannebinetti@comcast.net)

MEDITERRANEAN
Tuscany Treasures Tour — June 2-10

The book Under the Tuscan 
Sun sums up this truly 
magical tour from beginning 
to end. Visit Siena with olive 
groves and the vineyards 
of Chianti and Montecatini 
Terme, an Italian district 

within the province of Pistoia in Tuscany, along 
with a glorious day trip to Florence. (http://www.
gardeningtours.com/Italy2015.htm; donna@
icangarden.com; 866.642.7120)

Israel — June 6-16
Join donna dawson 
and enjoy Israel 
gardens and a history 
tour. Included are: 
Tel Aviv, Galilee, 
Haifa, Golan Heights, 
Tiberius, the Dead 
Sea, and Jerusalem. 

In June, Israel speaks of glorious colors, sights and 
experiences like floating in the Dead Sea if you 
like, but there is a whole lot more, including some 
breathtaking gardens like that of the President 
of Israel. Every place you visit is like a surprise 
package waiting to be opened. Untie the strings 
with the expectation of appreciation, exploration 
and enjoyment. Due to its location at a climatic and 
geographical crossroads, Israel offers a surprising 
wealth of plant life, approximately 2,380 kinds of 
flora, including many endemic varieties found only 
there. (http://www.gardeningtours.com/Israel2015.
htm; donna@icangarden.com; 866.642.7120)

Italy — September
Join Joe and Marianne Binetti and enjoy SLOW 
Italy with 3 nights in Bellagio and 7 nights in Stresa 
in the northern part of the Italian Lakes Districts. This 
tour includes gardens, villas, a day trip to Switzerland 
plus each couple will have their own “apartment” on 
Lake Maggiore with a kitchenette, private terrace, 
living room and bedroom. SLOW Italy means we only 
change hotels once, with no long rides on a coach. 
(mariannebinetti@comcast.net)

Foods & Gardens of Sicily — September/October
Explore the foods and gardens of Sicily, Italy. Visit 
the main cities of Palermo and Catania, as well as 
many rural areas giving us a taste of the traditional 
Sicilian lifestyle. Combine cooking classes to give 
us a flavor of this area’s unique cuisine, with visits 
to food markets and wineries. Of course, we’ll tour 
public gardens featuring plants from around the 
world and private villas and estates with influences 
from countries, such as England, and private home 
gardeners to talk to real gardeners in the dirt. We’ll 
add cultural trips including visiting the best preserved 
Greek ruins outside of Greece, an active volcano and 
food festivals featuring cous cous and pistachios. 
Contact: Charlie nardozzi (cnardozzi124@gmail.
com) for details.

Gardens of Rome — Renaissance to Modern — 
October 7-15
In the ancient capital city of Italy, this tour will focus 
on its many magnificent gardens, from country 
retreats to urban palaces steeped in history. Along 
the way, travelers also will experience some of the 
world’s most exquisite works of art and architecture. 
(http://ahs.org/gardening-programs/travel-study)

SOUTH PACIFIC
Australia — November 14-28
This is the perfect time to visit the gardens on this 
itinerary in Sydney, Melbourne and Tasmania. We’ll 

see just some of the estimated 27,700 plant species 
in Australia, including living fossils. such as the cycad 
palm and the grass tree, and brilliant wildflowers 
such as the waratah, Sturt’s desert pea, banksia and 
kangaroo paws. We will see the Wollemi Pine, too, 
as this is its home, and many varieties of eucalyptus. 
This tour has been created to give you a wonderful 
taste of the history, culture and passion that glows 
and shows as you visit each of my chosen delights. 
Take a good look through every place we will visit 
on this tour and you will see we are going to have 
a fantastic time. Such variety, experiences and 
memories to be made! (http://www.gardeningtours.
com/Australia2015.htm; donna@icangarden.com; 
866.642.7120)

NORTH AMERICA

Philadelphia, Pa. — March 4 & March 5
Washington Gardener magazine will again be hosting 
two trips to the Philadelphia Flower Show from the 
D.C. area. One will depart from downtown Silver 
Spring, Md., Wed., Mar. 4, and the other 
from Behnke Nurseries in Beltsville, Md., Thurs., 
Mar. 5. Unique aspects to the Washington Gardener 
magazine tours are the showing of garden DVDs 
onboard the coach, goody bags stuffed with fun 
items, and a rousing “Ask Dr. Chlorophyll” Q&A 
session. (www.WashingtonGardener.com)

Philadelpha, Pa. — March 5-7
Join sally Cunningham  for the Philadelphia 
Flower Show. Tour includes the Conservatory at 
Longwood Gardens and historic Philadelphia. 
(horizonclubtours@nyaaa.com or 800.242.4244)

Buffalo, N.Y. — March 19-22
Join sally Cunningham for PlantWNY’s Flower 
& Landscape Show. Incoming tour packages will 

Continued from page 5

Continued on page 7

mailto:mariannebinetti@comcast.net
http://www.gardeningtours.com/Italy2015.htm
http://www.gardeningtours.com/Italy2015.htm
mailto:donna@icangarden.com
mailto:donna@icangarden.com
http://www.gardeningtours.com/Israel2015.htm
http://www.gardeningtours.com/Israel2015.htm
mailto:donna@icangarden.com
mailto:mariannebinetti@comcast.net
mailto:cnardozzi124@gmail.com
mailto:cnardozzi124@gmail.com
http://ahs.org/gardening-programs/travel-study
http://www.gardeningtours.com/Australia2015.htm
http://www.gardeningtours.com/Australia2015.htm
http://www.WashingtonGardener.com
mailto:horizonclubtours@nyaaa.com
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offer visitors a preview of Spring, including Plantasia 
(New York State’s only flower show), the Botanical 
Gardens, the Roycroft, and the hospitality of the 
Buffalo region. (horizonclubtours@nyaaa.com or 
800.242.4244)

Southern Gardens of Williamsburg & the Carolina 
— April 11-20
Join sally Cunningham for early spring in 
the “Glorious Gardens” of Charleston’s famous 
House and Garden Tour, the JC Raulston and 
North Carolina Arboreta in Raleigh, Tony avent’s 
unique Plant Delights Nursery, Brent & Becky’s 
Bulbs with the Virginia Daffodil Festival, and 
historical Williamsburg — all flowering just in time! 
(horizonclubtours@nyaaa.com or 800.242.4244)

Los Angeles, Calif. — April 25
The 7th Annual Mar Vista Green Garden Showcase 
is an Earth Day celebration presented by the Mar 
Vista Community Council. The Council seeks to 
empower Angelenos to adopt environmentally 
conscious living solutions. With many people 
walking or biking their tours, there is a tremendous 
sense of community as garden enthusiasts from 
throughout Southern California join our neighbors to 
celebrate our shared vision for a greener life. (http://
marvistagreengardenshowcase.blogspot.com)

Long Island, New York — June 2-3
Explore Long Island with The 
Friends of the Frelinghuysen 
Arboretum and DIG IT! 
magazine. Guided tours of all 
gardens at Nassau County 
Museum of Art, former Gold 
Coast estate Planting Field 
Arboretum, the Madoo 
Conservancy — home of the 
late artist Robert Dash — and 
the 16-acre sculpture garden at 
LongHouse Reserve. Experience 
gardens, art, sculpture, 

culture and exciting landscapes. Have lunch and 
explore artsy towns. Lots of shopping. Stay at the 
Hyatt, breakfast buffet is included. (Check www.
arboretumfriends.org after Jan. 1.)

Niagara & Ontario — June 9-11
Join sally Cunningham and experience 
rarely seen gardens in Simcoe, St. Catherines, 
and Hamilton. Includes a lavender farm, Darren 
Heimbecker’s indescribable Whistling Gardens, 
Squirrel House Gardens, a winery dinner, the Royal 
Botanical Gardens, and dinner with speaker/author 
dan Cooper. (horizonclubtours@nyaaa.com or 
800.242.4244)

Portland, Ore. — June 20
The Association of NW 
Landscape Designers (ANLD) 
is proud to be hosting its 11th 
annual landscape designer tour. 
dawn Hummel is on the 
Communications Committee. 
She is designing the marketing 
materials to promote the event. 
darcy daniels of Bloomtown 
has a garden on the tour and 
will also be posting updates 
on the ANLD Facebook page. 
Eight private gardens will be 
featured. Designers’ gardens 
have been featured in Sunset 
magazine and other regional 
magazines, blogs and articles. 

Proceeds benefit both Portland and Clackamas 
Community College ANLD-sponsored landscape 
design scholarship program. Contact: Dawn Hummel 
(beedazzledgarden@yahoo.com) or visit www.
ANLD.com.

Boothbay Harbor, Maine — July 18-25
dr. allan armitage & Garden Vistas presents 
“Garden Vistas School of Gardening” in partnership 
with Coastal Maine Botanical Garden and Linekin 
Bay Resort. Join lecturers dr. allan armitage 

(Prof Emeritus, University of Georgia), Vincent 
simeone (Director, Planting Fields Arboretum, Long 
Island, N.Y.), Bill Cullina (Director, Coastal Maine 
Botanical Garden), Rodney Eason (Horticulture, 
Coastal Maine Botanical Garden), Melissa Cullina 
(Education, Coastal Maine Botanical Garden) and 
others. Classes at Linekin in the morning — topics 
will include garden design, new herbaceous & 
woody crops, native plants, taxonomy/morphology 
and others. Visit the Coastal Maine Botanical 
Garden & private gardens in the area. Full-day trip 
to Monehegan Island and one to Bar Harbor area to 
visit the Rockefeller garden and others. Contact: Dr. 
Allan Armitage (amarmitage@earthlink.net; www.
allanarmitage.net)

Pennsylvania — August 17-22
If you’ve only seen Longwood Gardens and the 
Philadelphia area during Philadelphia Flower Show 
week, you’ve missed the extraordinary beauty of this 
rich region, including Longwood’s immense gardens 
in bloom, the “pleasure garden” called Chanticleer, 
Winterthur, and the Hagley Museum. Led by sally 
Cunningham. (horizonclubtours@nyaaa.com or 
800.242.4244)

Eastern United States — September
Two to three days overnight. From Maryland to 
Washington, D.C., enjoy a plethora of celebrated 
gardens including the internationally renowned 
Ladew Topiary Gardens and Dumbarton Oaks 
designed by Beatrix Farrand. We’ll have guided tours 
everywhere, scrumptious meals, exciting adventures, 
fabulous photography opportunities, and blissful 
shopping. (Email Mary@dig-itmag.com or check 
www.arboretumfriends.org after Mar. 1.)

United States Gardens — 2015
DIG IT! magazine is planning guided tours of great 
gardens, delectable lunches and passion-quenching 
shopping. For mid-spring, summer and autumn 
garden party bus trips, email mary@dig-itmag.com 
or check www.dig-itmag.com after Jan. 1.

Continued from page 6
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Thank You
As we approach the end 
of the calendar year, we 
want to take a moment to 
extend our best wishes 
from the entire GWA 
staff for your support and 
participation for the past 
year:

Season’s Greetings & 
Happy New Year!

Garden Media Awards
Our annual Garden Media Awards Program will enter 
its second year of online submissions and judging for 
2015. This year’s program chair is deb wiley and 
the awards submission period will open Jan. 14 and 
close Mar. 16. The online entry process proved fast 
and simple for the vast majority of entrants last year; 
so, there are only a few modifications to that process. 
One new question added to each entry for next year 
is who is the copyright holder. The owner of an entry 
often determines who gets the award, and copyright 
needed clarification, especially for electronic works 
where ownership may not be obvious.
 We encourage members to take some time 
during the holidays to consider your best works 
published in calendar year 2014. Then, enter each 
work you would like considered for an award and, if 
you wish, get comments from our judging teams. 
 Full details on the 2015 Garden Media Awards 
will be announced immediately after the holidays. 
Look for information on the GWA website and in your 
mailbox.

Regional Meetings
GWA Region I Directors sally Ferguson and 
Thomas Mickey have joined to create a meeting 
in Boston on Friday, Feb. 6, in conjunction with the 

executive director’s report

Robert C. LaGasse 
Executive Director

New England GROWS! trade show (Feb. 4-6). 
The meeting details are provided on page 9 of 
this newsletter. C.L. Fornari will present a great 
education program that, on the surface, is about 
speaking and lecturing, but it is really much, much 
more and you don’t want to miss this opportunity. As 
President Larry Hodgson stated in his message 
this month, GWA events at regional and national 
meetings are great opportunities for networking with 
other garden communicators that can bring new 
opportunities your way. 
 GWA Vice President Kirk Brown has or-
ganized a meeting in Charleston, S.C., for Mar. 27. 
Details for the event are on page 9 of this newsletter. 
This is another opportunity for members in the 
southeast to gather and network while enjoying 
the beauty and grandeur of world-class antebellum 
gardens. With gas prices at their lowest in years, we 
encourage members to take this opportunity to join 
us in Charleston.

2015 Membership Year
Like every other association today, the GWA is 
looking to grow both in numbers of members and 
in influence with our industry. As communicators, 
GWA members fill a special niche educating and 
informing the gardening trades and public on topics 
from general-to-advanced gardening skills and new 
products through to the peace and quality of life that 
gardening can bring. There is much debate these 
days about who the people will be that are the future 
of our industry and where the industry is going. The 
GWA Board commissioned Phase 1 of a Market & 
Needs Study by the StandPoint Group that will be 
presented to the Board in January. 

In the meantime, we ask members to be on 
the lookout for prospective new members. Also, we 
remind everyone there is a $15 credit applied to your 
next year’s dues for every new member you sponsor 
up to the full year’s dues of your membership 
category.

 As a final note, it has been 13 years since GWA 
has changed its dues. In spite of increasing costs 
of doing business, greatly expanded programming 
over two decades, and repeated cost-cutting 
efforts, we have maintained our dues at a constant 
level. It is difficult to imagine that there are many 
other organizations that can say this or have held 
membership dues for that many years. In addition, 
dues will only go up $10 ($20 for Allied Level 1 
members). We hope everyone agrees and we 
look forward to a successful 2015 for GWA and its 
members.

Year-end Donations?
If you are looking for a year-end opportunity to make 
a tax deductible donation, we ask that you consider 
a donation to the GWA Foundation. The GWAF is 
a 501(c)(3) charitable organization created to serve 
the Pant a Row for the Hungry campaign promoting 
gardening and donating surplus produce to food 
banks and soup kitchens to feed the hungry. In 2007, 
GWAF also replaced its predecessor as the sponsor 
of the student scholarship grants that help students 
studying horticulture and journalism with educational 
scholarships. Both are good causes and support 
the garden communications profession. Any support 
you can provide as part of your annual giving plan is 
greatly appreciated.
 Again, we wish everyone a great holiday season 
and a wonderful and prosperous new year. As with 
many other organizations, the GWA office will be 
closed dec. 24 through Jan. 1; so, let us know 
if you need anything by dec. 23 or after the New 
Year.
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The following Regional Meetings are scheduled for 2015. Additional information will be posted 
online at www.gardenwriters.org and in future issues of the Quill & Trowel newsletter.

regional  & connect Meetings

wed./Thurs., Jan. 14 & 15
Connect Meeting

6:00 p.m.
Mid-atlantic nursery Trade show

Lord Baltimore Hotel, 20 W. Baltimore St. 
Baltimore, Md.

Join fellow GWA members for an hour of social 
mixology after the close of MANTS on both 
Wednesday and Thursday evenings. The Mid-
Atlantic Trade Show is the horticultural “Masterpiece 
of Trade Shows!” Use the connect meeting in the 
newly renovated grand lobby of the Lord Baltimore 
Hotel to plan strategies for covering the trade show, 
organize dinner plans, exchange business cards and 
discuss what’s hot and who’s new!

GWA Free Registration
For free press credentials and trade show floor 
access, entry to the news room and introduction/
mixer breakfast Jan. 15 at 8:30 a.m., send your 
registration information to Kelly@MANTS.com.

For more information or help with questions 
or reservations, contact Kirk R. Brown 
(vista6211@verizon.net; 610.391.0291).

region 2

Friday, Mar. 27, 2015

garden writers greet spring 
on the ashley River

Magnolia plantation, Middleton place
Charleston, s.C.

Join fellow Garden Writers on a first-ever GWA tour 
of two of the oldest and most famous gardens in 
America. This special opportunity is timed to be at 
the height of the seasonal bloom of azaleas and 
camellias on two plantations with huge collections.
 The morning will be filled with a unique 
photographic opportunity, GWA business meeting 
and private tours at Magnolia Plantation. Magnolia 
Plantation has been selected as one of “America’s 
Most Beautiful Gardens!” Founded in 1676 by the 
Drayton family, Magnolia Plantation has survived 
the centuries and witnessed the history of our nation 
unfold before it from the American Revolution through 
the Civil War and beyond. It is the oldest public tourist 
site in the Lowcountry, and the oldest public gardens 
in America, opening its doors to visitors in 1870 so 
they can view thousands of beautiful flowers and 
plants in the famous gardens.
 A special lunch will offer all registrants the 
chance to sample an extensive buffet of Lowcountry 

region 4region 1

Friday, Feb. 6, 2015

garden writers at
 new england gROws!

Registration fee: By Jan. 18 after Jan. 18
GWA members/spouses $45/person $50/person
Non-members $55/person $60/person

Registration & Cancellation Deadline: Jan. 30

Continued on page 10

Boston Convention & Exposition Center
Boston, Mass.

• Coffee, networking & GWA meeting registration 
• Door prizes & swag bag materials
• Sessions by C.L. Fornari:
 “Take Your Presentation Skills to the Next Level:
 Effective techniques to promote plants, gardening 
 and your work”
• Registration includes free 3-day pass to New England 

GROWS! (Visit the web link below to get details.)

Sponsors include: 
• Gardener’s Supply Company (www.gardeners.com) 
• Prides Corner Farms (www.pridescorner.com).

Contacts: 
sally Ferguson (sally@fcpr.com, 802.325.3200)
Thomas Mickey (tmickey@comcast.net, 617.774.0279)

information & Registration:
Region I New England GROWS!

mailto:Kelly@MANTS.com
mailto:vista6211@verizon.net
http://www.gardeners.com
http://www.pridescorner.com
mailto:sally@fcpr.com
mailto:tmickey@comcast.net
http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/region1_2_6.html
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Memorial Park 
Community Garden 
Successful with 
Plant a Row
BY KELLY BUTAUSKI

The Memorial Park Community Garden (MPCG) in 
Euclid, Ohio, came to life in 2011 through the efforts 
of a group of dedicated residents, the City of Euclid 
(Ohio), Ohio State University Extension Service, and 
Cuyahoga County Board of Health. We now have 
37 garden beds and plans for more. Our mission is 
to provide Euclid residents of all ages and abilities a 
space in which they can produce nutritious food for 
themselves and their community.
 MPCG is not just about helping individuals to 
have a great gardening space in Euclid, we are 
dedicated to being active in the community, including 
educational programs and hunger outreach. MPCG 
requires garden members to donate 10% of their 
crops to the Euclid Hunger Center (EHC). We have 
two 100 sq.ft. garden beds dedicated to the hunger 
center with plans for expansion. MPCG also partners 
with the Euclid Fruit Harvest Project in the fall to 

collect hundreds of 
pounds of fruit.

       We want people to 
know you do not need 
a backyard or be in 
a community garden 
to grow your own 
produce. Last year, 
the MPCG Master 
Gardeners held a 
“Vegetable Gardening 
in Containers” 
demonstration at the 
EHC. More than 20 
clients learned how 
to grow their own 
produce and took 
home 60 pots of 
vegetables and herbs. 

We plan to continue these demonstrations at the 
hunger center and at the garden.
 For information on the Memorial Park Community 
Garden, contact Laura Elersich, Garden Leader 
(memorialparkcommunitygarden@yahoo.com) 
or visit our webpage http://www.cityofeuclid.com/
residents/EuclidMemorialParkCommunityGarden. 
To learn more about the Euclid Hunger Center visit 
http://www.euclidhungercenter.com/. 

GWA Trade Show Booth Exhibit  
    January 14-16, 2015
Garden Writers have space on the trade show floor 
at the Mid-Atlantic Nursery Trade Show (MANTS) this 
year. Network with some of the industry’s biggest 
names by volunteering to staff the booth for half an 
hour or half a day! Sign up to help your organization 
put its best face forward and block your time in front 
of the more than 10,000 people who register for 
this trade show access. Send your available hours 
to diane Blazek (dblazek@aas-ngb.org) or Kirk 
Brown (vista6211@verizon.net).

delicacies. All the regional food specialties will be 
served under a marquee in this historic garden setting!
 Middleton Place is a National Historic Landmark 
and home to America’s oldest landscaped gardens. 
The Garden Club of America has called the 65 acres 
“the most important and most interesting garden in 
America.” Centuries-old camellias bloom and azaleas 
blaze on the hillside above the Rice Mill Pond in the 
spring. The Gardens have been planned so that there 
is something blooming at Middleton Place year-round.
 The date for the regional meeting coincides with 
the 68th Spring Festival of Houses and Gardens 
(https://www.historiccharleston.org/Events/
Annual-Festival-of-Houses-and-Gardens.aspx) in 
Charleston. Set amid the historic ambience of the 
city’s Old & Historic District, this series of award-
winning tours showcases Charleston’s distinctive 
architecture, history, gardens and culture. These 
tours provide a rare opportunity for guests to go 
inside the private houses and gardens of some of 
America’s most beautiful historic residences, dating 
to the 18th century.
 Plan to come early or stay late to see some 
of the finest private gardens in the country at the 
height of their seasonality. Contact: Kirk R. Brown 
(vista6211@verizon.net)

regional  Meetings 
cont’d

Memorial Park Community Garden leadership members at 
City of Euclid Spring Fling event.

Community gardeners designate 
a row of produce for local hunger 
center with a PAR small row 
marker.

mailto:memorialparkcommunitygarden@yahoo.com
http://www.cityofeuclid.com/residents/EuclidMemorialParkCommunityGarden
http://www.cityofeuclid.com/residents/EuclidMemorialParkCommunityGarden
http://www.euclidhungercenter.com
mailto:dblazek@aas-ngb.org
mailto:vista6211@verizon.net
https://www.historiccharleston.org/Events/Annual-Festival-of-Houses-and-Gardens.aspx
https://www.historiccharleston.org/Events/Annual-Festival-of-Houses-and-Gardens.aspx
mailto:vista6211@verizon.net
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tech today. . .

Basic Decisions and Issues in the Garden Writing Tech World

BY DOUG GREEN

I thought I would take a deep breath for the next few 
columns and focus on some of the basic decisions 
and issues in the garden writing tech world. As 
always, if you’re writing to make money, the decisions 
you make will be different (not better or worse) than 
if you’re writing as a hobby. Garden writing has been 
my business for more than 30 years, and while my 
personal approaches are changing as I semi-retire, 
I write both for the love of the garden and my bank 
account.

Most Important Decisions
Your most important decision is what creative attitude 
you adopt. I’m old fashioned enough to believe the 
Henry Ford quote, “No matter whether you believe 
you can succeed or you can’t succeed, you’ll be 
right.”  
 The second essential is persistence. Seth Godin 
has written about this extensively and he calls it “The 
Dip.” Search for and read this book. 
 The third is competency, and this now includes 
a measure of technological awareness as well 
as the more traditional writing, photography and 
horticulture. All four are a lifetime’s work and 
challenge. 
 I believe the final factor — entrepreneurial 
flexibility — is arguably the most important. Flexibility 
is our last critical factor because changes in our 
working environment, technology and distribution 
systems are as thick on the ground as maple leaves 
in the fall. The “right way” to succeed disappeared 

back in 2002 with the first Net crash; now there are 
many ways to succeed and the challenge is to find 
the one that works for you.

Hardware
It is really tempting to open up a discussion of the 
relative merits of Apple, Microsoft and Linux. I’ve 
used them all and my consistent approach has been 
to buy at the top of the market performance and run 
the machine until it won’t run any further. My clear 
winner is Apple. Without having to mess with virus 
checkers, funky software changes or blue screens of 
death, I spend more time writing. Words pay my bills 
and I simply turn out more words or videos in a week 
using Macs than the other system.

Software
I want the best software that does the job at my level 
of need. Note the caveat. I’m not looking for the 
“best” in class, I’m looking for the best one that does 
my job. Scrivener, not Word, is the best writer’s word 
processor and it works on both Windows and Apple. 
The rest of my software is Mac-specific and I find 
myself paying much less for my software on Apple 
than I used to on Windows. For example, I don’t 
require Photoshop if I’m simply putting pics up on the 
Net; the easier to use Pixelator, at a fraction of the 
price, is still overkill.
 But your results may be different than mine. I 
wanted a trouble-free (as it can get with computers 
in any case) system that seamlessly synced my 
iPad (outfitted with keyboard, it’s my laptop) and 

iPhone (my travel office and health center) to my 
iMac desktop machine. Backups are critical and I 
use several. The Apple Time-Machine software purrs 
away automatically. Dropbox is good for backups 
as is Carbonite. (Both of the latter work on Win 
systems.) I have recently started using iCloud for 
some projects. Frankly, the Apple system just works 
without messing about and that saves me time and 
money.

Making Money
While many of us disagree about the hardware and 
software we use, it’s a very good idea to leave all 
preconceived notions of what works to make money 
at the office door every morning. Our online world 
changes quickly, almost too quickly at times. Hint: 
mobile is the fastest growing segment of Internet use 
and this threatens to change a great many things in 
the next year or two.
 Currently, the platforms we have for financial 
return remain based on tradition. Traditional 
publishing works as a money maker if you happen to 
hit a rising curve with your topic and become the de 
facto book.
 Television opportunities are reduced, but if 
you’re good at finding sponsors, there may be an 
opportunity (I’m not). Keeping a dozen magazine 
pitches active all the time (get an acceptance or 
rejection and the first thing you do is send out 
another one so you always have an even dozen at 
editors) is more difficult now, but even more critical 

Continued on page 12
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tech today cont’d

if you want to earn a living. A blog is very much 
like a newspaper column except you depend on 
advertising or other self-marketing to make your 
income. Nobody pays you to blog; you have to 
extract value for yourself. Podcasting is the modern 
radio station. Video via YouTube is relatively new 
as a mass-market platform replacing the gardening 
television show. Some of you have used social media 
as a platform and in future columns I’ll discuss this 
even though I think it’s a short term and misguided 
decision.
 What is clear from all of these platforms is that 
the money you’ll be offered in traditional platforms 
has either gone down or availability has been 

reduced. And the Internet platforms do not pay as 
well as the traditional ones; at least for immediate 
payment on the traditional freelancer route. The 
reasons for this are well covered in Christianson’s 
“The Innovator’s Dilemma”. There’s no question this 
is a problem for all creatives and the garden writer 
community is no different.

Your Most Valuable 
Possession As A Creative
Let me leave you with this most basic concept. Your 
most valuable possessions right now are the rights 
to your content. That’s what you’re selling or leasing 
and these decisions should not be made lightly. No 

matter how those ideas are distributed, owning the 
rights gives you options. Once you’ve sold or given 
them away, your options are non-existent no matter 
what technology comes next. Remember, there are 
only two critical partners in modern publishing — 
the creative and the consumer. Everything else 
is negotiable and while this thought may not be 
popular within established publishing circles, 
disintermediation is taking us inexorably to our 
storytelling origins.

doug green is a GWA Award of Merit winner for 
writing, is currently consolidating websites, writing 
eBooks, and focusing on new media as he semi-
retires to his garden.

Continued from page 11

http://garden-bloggers-conference.com
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sustainability

When in Drought
It’s More Important Than Ever to Plant Vegetables

BY ROSALIND CREASY

Over the past decade, drought has gone from a 
localized issue in certain parts of the West to a major 
regional problem making front-page news because of 
related wildfires, water-rights battles and major crop 
failures. The problem, however, is not confined to the 
West — droughts have hit Central states and even 
parts of the Southeast over the last few years. 
 While it may seem counter-intuitive, growing 
your own fruits and vegetables is a great way to 
save water. According to www.Treehugger.com, 
growing the average pound of lettuce commercially 
uses 15 gallons of water, tomatoes 22 gallons, and 
a pound of potatoes, 30 gallons. John Jeavons, 
author of How to Grow More Vegetables, concluded 
that a home gardener, using organic techniques to 
grow edibles, uses between one-quarter to one-
eighth as much water as a typical farmer. Recently, 
Jeavons determined that a home gardener, using his 
Biointensive system http://www.growbiointensive.
org/grow_main.html, utilizes as little as 12% of the 
water per pound of vegetables produced. If you 
haven’t noticed, the price of store-bought (non-local) 
produce has skyrocketed, because more than half 
of America’s produce is grown in drought-stricken 
California. 

Saving Water in 
the Landscape  
Nationwide, homeowners use between 30% and 
60% of household water on landscaping. Here’s a 

summary of advice you can give your readers or 
clients to help them cut back:

 incorporate Organic Matter into the 
soil — A three-inch layer of compost turned into the 
soil at a six-inch depth (about a shovel blade deep) 
increases the soil’s water-holding capacity by 2.5 
times, allowing for one week between watering. The 
Rodale Institute uses a simple equation: one pound 
of compost equals 40 pounds of water retention.
 Mulch Heavily — Use garden compost, 
aged sawdust, fall leaves and/or straw to mulch. For 
annual flowers and vegetables make sure that your 
compost is well aged or the soil microbes will rob the 
soil of needed nitrogen. With loose mulch, keep an 
eye out for slugs and snails. Keep the mulch 6” away 
from the crown and stems of plants. 
 install a drip system — Use drip for 
shrub borders, fruit and nut trees, flower beds and 
vegetable gardens. Some experts say it’s 50% more 
efficient than overhead sprinklers; in addition, it cuts 
down on weeds, water runoff and fungal diseases. 
Although it takes effort, drip irrigation is very 
important for conserving water. 

•  Avoid cheap irrigation “kits,” which can be 
unreliable. It’s hard to find replacement parts 
and cheap plastic tubing can expand in hot 
weather popping emitters off. 

•  Use professional-grade inline emitters that drip 
water from holes in the line rather than solid 
tubing with installed emitters. 

•  Choose “shrubblers” and micro-sprayers for 

containers; look for flow control so you can 
adjust the water pattern for changing individual 
plants. 

•  Install a good filter and change it every few 
months. 

•  Cover tubing with mulch to protect the plastic 
from ultraviolet light so it lasts longer. 

•  Run the system every few weeks to make sure 
that there are no leaks or clogs. 

 Choose an irrigation specialist to install your 
system or, for DIY, go to a local plumbing supply 

Continued on page 14

All my favorite culinary herbs grow in a few recycled, nested 
wine barrels. Thai basil, chives, savory, tarragon, sage, French 
sorrel, thyme, and strawberries are watered by drip irrigation 
on an automatic timer that comes on twice a day for four 
minutes all summer.

http://www.Treehugger.com
http://www.growbiointensive.org/grow_main.html
http://www.growbiointensive.org/grow_main.html
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store for help and parts — or seek out information 
online. Harmony Farm Supply (www.harmonyfarm.
com/) and Dripworks (www.dripworks.com) all have 
extensive information for installing drip and lots of 
equipment options.
 water deeply and infrequently — 
Surface roots dry out faster than those at least 6” 
deep. Set your timer to water for shorter periods 
(very early morning is best) and water again a few 
hours later to allow water to penetrate deeper. 

• To make sure your plants are watered properly, 
use a soil probe. Push it into the soil 6” to 
12” deep or more; remove it and look at the 
sample and see if it contains damp or dry soil. 

• Learn to recognize hydrophobic soil (http://
www.nature.nps.gov/geology/soils/Docs/
Factsheet/Rangeland/Soil_Hydrophobicity.
pdf). When soil gets very dry it sheds water 
like a dry sponge. You need to apply water 
slowly and let it absorb or most will drain away.

 
 deep water Trees and shrubs — Deep- 
root-watering large fruit and nut trees is extremely 
efficient, since it distributes water a foot or more 
below the surface. Done properly a few times a 

summer, eliminates surface runoff and reduces erosion 
and evaporation. Attach professional injection tools 
to the hose, insert into the soil around the drip line 
and run for a few hours at a time. You can also use it 
for fertilizing. For an inexpensive alternative, use an 
old plastic garbage can with a few holes drilled in the 
bottom. Move the can to the drip line, fill it with water, 
and let the water slowly leak into the soil. 
 Use greywater when possible  — 
Greywater is defined as relatively clean wastewater 
from showers, baths, sinks, and washing machines. 
Greywater is suitable for use in ornamental gardens 
where soil microbes tie up most disease organisms 
and toxins. However, when watering edibles, only 
use clean potable water. In arid climates, some water 
companies give classes on greywater application. 
Avoid laundry soaps that contain sodium, salt 
compounds, and boron, which can damage plants. 
Look for products such as Dr. Bronner’s soap for 
the kitchen and bath and Oasis for your laundry. For 
more information consult www.greywateraction.org. 
(Editors’ Note: Check your local laws. Above-ground 
greywater re-use is prohibited in some areas.)
 install Rain Barrels — In rainy climates, 
rain barrels are a great way to save water. Even in 
my arid California climate, I use two 75 gallon barrels 
year-round to store greywater from the kitchen. 

Continued from page 13 For a diagram and guidelines on how to best use 
rainwater see the City of Berkeley’s website (http://
www.ci.berkeley.ca.us/Planning_and_Development/
Energy_and_Sustainable_Development/Rainwater_
Harvesting.aspx) and gardener’s supply 
Company (www.gardeners.com).
 How else can gardeners use this precious 
commodity more wisely — now and in the future? 
Making water-gluttonous lawns smaller or replacing 
them with drought-tolerant groundcovers is a no-
brainer. For more ways, visit the websites for Santa 
Clara Valley Water District (www.valleywater.org) and 
the Environmental Protection Agency (http://www.
epa.gov/watersense/outdoor/index.html).

Rosalind Creasy is an author and photographer 
of many garden books, most notably, Edible 
Landscaping. She has written 18 books on 
gardening. A member of Garden Writers Association 
since 1978, Ros has served on the Board and is a 
member of the GWA Hall of Fame.

Garden 
Media 
Awards

Entries for the 2015 Garden Media Awards will open 
Wednesday, Jan. 14. Be on the lookout for entry 
instructions.

http://www.harmonyfarm.com/
http://www.harmonyfarm.com/
http://www.dripworks.com
http://www.nature.nps.gov/geology/soils/Docs/Factsheet/Rangeland/Soil_Hydrophobicity.pdf
http://www.nature.nps.gov/geology/soils/Docs/Factsheet/Rangeland/Soil_Hydrophobicity.pdf
http://www.nature.nps.gov/geology/soils/Docs/Factsheet/Rangeland/Soil_Hydrophobicity.pdf
http://www.nature.nps.gov/geology/soils/Docs/Factsheet/Rangeland/Soil_Hydrophobicity.pdf
http://www.greywateraction.org
http://www.ci.berkeley.ca.us/Planning_and_Development/Energy_and_Sustainable_Development/Rainwater_Harvesting.aspx
http://www.ci.berkeley.ca.us/Planning_and_Development/Energy_and_Sustainable_Development/Rainwater_Harvesting.aspx
http://www.ci.berkeley.ca.us/Planning_and_Development/Energy_and_Sustainable_Development/Rainwater_Harvesting.aspx
http://www.ci.berkeley.ca.us/Planning_and_Development/Energy_and_Sustainable_Development/Rainwater_Harvesting.aspx
http://www.gardeners.com
http://www.valleywater.org
http://www.epa.gov/watersense/outdoor/index.html
http://www.epa.gov/watersense/outdoor/index.html
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Photographer’s corner

Share What You Know

By MARk TuRNeR

I just returned from an overnight trip to Orcas 
Island, where I shared my best tips for great garden 
photography with members of a garden club and 
brought home a check paying me for my time. If 
you’ve been photographing gardens for a while and 
have developed an audience for your work, whether 
in print or online, you have knowledge that other 
people are anxious to acquire.
 Hitting the lecture circuit is a way to advance 
both your reputation and your income. How much to 
charge is up to you. I’m not yet at the $1,000 speaker 
level, but I’m working on it.
 Wait a minute, you say, why would I want to 
train my competition? Everybody’s got a camera and 
a lot of people are giving their photography away 
for little or nothing. Won’t my students become my 
competitors?
 I’ve found that the folks who are coming to 
my lectures, classes and workshops are mostly 
amateurs who aren’t at all interested in selling their 
photography. They just want to make better pictures 
for their own enjoyment, to share with friends or use 
to support their own business. What they want to 
learn is how to control the mysteries of their camera, 
how to work with light and how to improve their 
composition skills.
 They want to have a good time learning, see 
great photos you’ve taken and hear some of the 
stories behind the photos. They appreciate individual 
attention and straight answers to their questions.

Formats
I share my photography knowledge in several 
formats. The simplest, is an hour-long illustrated 
lecture that I present to garden and native plant 
groups, allowing time for questions at the end.
 At the next level, I add hands-on field practice 
for up to 15 people. I limit the number of participants 
so I can give as much personal attention to each 
student as he or she wants. I begin by demonstrating 
techniques, showing and discussing my process, 
and then showing the resulting photo on my iPad 
(an EyeFi card and the Shuttersnitch app make 
that possible). Then, I turn my students loose in the 
garden and circulate from one person to the next 
offering guidance, mini-critiques and suggestions for 
improvement.
 The best learning takes place when students 
get prompt feedback about their work. When time 
allows, I include a gentle and constructive critique 
of a handful of images from each student, projecting 
them for the group and discussing them in front of 
the whole class. It’s a great way to end a full-day 
workshop.
 Depending on the skill and experience level 
of my students, I may spend a fair amount of time 
helping them get control over their cameras. I’d 
rather teach the art of photography rather than the 
nuts and bolts, but I’ve learned from experience that 
many people with cameras don’t have a clue about 
ISO, shutter speed, aperture, focal length or any of 
the other technical aspects of photography. I have 

all the Canon folks sit together, likewise the Nikon 
owners and the Pentax photographers so they can 
help each other find the settings on their brand of 
camera as I guide the group through the important 
controls.

Finding An Audience
If you’ve never given a lecture or taught a class 
before you’ll want to start small and simple, perhaps 

Continued on page 16

Mark Turner teaching a garden photography workshop 
in Olympia, wash. 

Photo by Carroll Hill
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Photographers corner                     cont.

with a lecture to a group you belong to. Find other 
similar groups through organizations like Master 
Gardeners or the federation of garden clubs, now 
called National Garden Clubs, Inc. (http://www.
gardenclub.org/). Most clubs are anxious to find 
speakers and some have enough budget to pay well 
enough to make it worth your time.
 I also teach wildflower photography at two 
regional outdoor education organizations — The 
North Cascades Institute and the Siskiyou Field 
Institute. I proposed classes to both of them, starting 
with a general outline of the content and format, and 
once they’d expressed interest I followed up with 
more details. There are similar organizations across 
the country.
 I’ve also led photo workshops at the Burke 
Museum at the University of Washington, where their 
staff initiated the conversation. It helps that I have a 
couple of books in print.
 This fall, I began offering basic photography 
workshops in my own studio, aiming at a more 
general (meaning not plant-specific) photographer 
audience. I promoted my classes through my 
marketing database, announcements in the media 
and a “daily deal” in our local newspaper. I’ll offer the 
classes again, once a month, starting in January.

Continued from page 15 Benefits of Teaching
There’s nothing like having to get up in front of an 
audience to make sure you know what you’re talking 
about. Any time you teach, you build your own skills 
and knowledge so that you become better at what 
you do.
 Teaching classes also builds your reputation 
as a photographer. You can promote the fact that 
you teach to the clients who buy or license your 
photography. Likewise, you can promote your 
publication credits to your potential students.
 You’re not likely to get rich as a photography 
instructor, but teaching should definitely put some 
money in your pocket. You may also get the 
opportunity to visit places, see gardens and meet 
people you wouldn’t otherwise discover. I’ve shared 
fine meals, good wine, pleasant conversation, 
delightful gardens and nice homes with people who 

have hosted me when I’ve traveled out of town to 
speak or teach. You may prefer that the group puts 
you up in a nice hotel and feeds you in restaurants.
 As a creative individual I have a bit of an ego, so I 
also like the compliments I get at the end of a class or 
workshop. I’m often mentally exhausted from the effort 
but those ego strokes help make it all worthwhile. That, 
and the checks I deposit in my bank account.

Mark Turner is a professional garden and portrait 
photographer based in Bellingham, Wash. His 
work appears regularly in many garden magazines 
and books. Wildflowers of the Pacific Northwest, 
published by Timber in 2006, has sold over 28,000 
copies and his latest book, Trees and Shrubs of 
the Pacific Northwest, was published by Timber 
in June 2014. He lectures about plants as well as 
photography.
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Continued on page 18

Through December, dency Kane exhibits large 
color photographic prints from her book Pathways 
at The Gathering Place Gallery at the Walt Whitman 
Birthplace and Historic Site in Huntington, N.Y.  
Jan. 28, she will give an instructional photography 
talk to the North Shore Garden Club at the Piping 
Rock Country Club in Brookville, N.Y.
 Jan. 8, Julie Moir Messervy will be the 
keynote speaker at the Montana Green Expo for 
the Montana Nursery and Landscape Association. 
Jan. 14 and 15, she will give three lectures at the 
Minnesota NLA Northern Green Expo. Feb. 18, she 
will give two lectures for the Piedmont Landscape 
Association’s 2015 Seminar in Charlottesville, Va. 
(jmmds.com)
 The Northeast Organic Farming Association 
of New York (NOFA-NY) presents the 33rd An-
nual Organic Farming & Gardening Conference 
Jan. 23-25 at the Saratoga Springs Hilton in 
Saratoga Springs, N.Y. (www.nofany.org/events/
winter-conference)
 susanne Lucas will present “Looking Into 
Moso Plantations in China” Jan. 31 at the Hoyt 
Arboretum, Portland, Ore., for the PNWC American 
Bamboo Society. Contact Anna Folleen (pnw-
chapter@bamboo.org or www.hoytarboretum.org)
 Region I speakers at the Northwest Flower 

& Garden Show include: C.L. Fornari, “Myths, 
Lies and All the Latest Dirt” (Feb. 14, 4:15 p.m.) 
and “Flower Garden Follies” (Feb. 15,1:00 p.m.) 
Charlie nardozzi, “Germinating a Great Garden: 
Seed Starting 101” (Feb. 14 at 5:00 p.m. and 
Feb. 15, 1:00 p.m.) (http://www.gardenshow.com/
seminars/seminar-schedule/)
 walt nelson, with Cornell Extension, is teaching 
“Turf & Pest Management” in the spring semester at 
Genesee County (N.Y.) Community College. Winter 
horticulture seminars he will present in Rochester 
(N.Y.) include turf culture and several pesticide safety 
topics. (http://monroe.cce.cornell.edu)

—Thomas Mickey

The Pittsburgh Botanic Garden announces the 
following winter events: • Meadow to Meadow 
Tour — dec. 21, 10:00 a.m. — Explore two of the 
Garden’s distinct meadow areas and the plants, birds 
and other wildlife that call them and the surrounding 
wooded areas home. Led by Jerry Andres. • Owl 
Program — dec. 26, 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. — 
Presented in partnership with the Pittsburgh Aviary, 
this event features a live owl and information 
program, followed by a guided bird walk with Jerry 

Andres. • Naturalist Shane Miller will lead a winter 
Tree ID walk and maple tree-tapping event. Details to 
be announced. Reservations: 412.444.4464 or www.
pittsburghbotanicgarden.org.
 The Julie Spahr Painting Exhibition at Jenkins 
Arboretum & Gardens in Devon, Pa., will continue 
through dec. 28. This exhibition “Seasons of 
Nature” will be open free of charge.
 stephanie Cohen will present new and 
underused perennials, “Shrubaganza,” Jan. 7 
at 4:00 p.m. at the CENTS Show in Columbus, 
Ohio. The following day, Jan. 8 at 9:30 a.m., she 
will present “The Nonstop Garden,” based on her 
book of the same name. Her books will be sold at 
the bookstore. stephanie Cohen and sharee 
solow will present a course at Temple University 
“Designing with Perennials” to be held at the Ambler 
Campus, Ambler, Pa., for the spring semester. It is 
offered as an undergraduate or graduate course and 
registration can be done online.
 Lesley parness at The Frelinghuysen 
Arboretum in Morris Township, N.J., is hosting a 
number of speakers associated with their yearlong 
“Focus on England.” Lesley, herself, will speak on 
“The Victorian Craze For Ferns — Pteridomania” 
Jan. 10. Other speakers include: Andrea Wulf, 
author of Founding Gardeners, Jan. 18; and Fergus 
Garrett, head gardener at Great Dixter in Northiam, 
England, Feb. 14. (arboretumfriends.org) 
 

http://jmmds.com/
http://www.nofany.org/events/winter-conference
http://www.nofany.org/events/winter-conference
mailto:pnw-chapter@bamboo.org
mailto:pnw-chapter@bamboo.org
http://www.hoytarboretum.org/
http://monroe.cce.cornell.edu/
http://www.pittsburghbotanicgarden.org/
http://www.pittsburghbotanicgarden.org/
http://arboretumfriends.org/
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Continued from page 17
 Mt. Cuba Center presents two sessions 
with renowned landscape designer, Larry Weaner, 
Jan. 10 and Jan. 20. Learn to create dynamic, 
ecologically rich landscapes where nature does 
much of the planting in The Self Proliferating Garden: 
Setting a Process in Motion. Capitalize on your 
plants’ reproductive abilities and encourage existing 
planted and recruited species to populate your 
landscape. Let nature do the work! Learn more at 
mtcubacenter.org.
 Kirk R. Brown traveled with Frederick Law 
Olmsted to the Country Garden Club of Perrysburg, 
Ohio, dec. 8 and the Garden Club of Michigan in 
Grosse Point dec. 9. Jan. 13, Mr. Olmsted will 
be presenting to the Connecticut Valley Garden 
Club of Hartford while John Bartram and Kirk will 
be presenting to attendees at Herb Day Jan. 17 
in Urbana, Ill. Kirk will also be found installing and 
hosting the GWA booth at MANTS (Jan. 14-16) 
along with two evenings Connect gatherings at the 
nearby Lord Baltimore Hotel. Meet up with him there!
 Jack Carman, FASLA, LLA, will speak at 
the 2015 New Jersey ASLA Chapter Conference 
in Atlantic City Jan. 26. The session, “Are We 
Becoming an Indoor Culture?,” will be presented 
by Jack along with Missy Benson, ASLA and 
Carol Krawczyk, ASLA. The session will provide 
research on outdoor recreation participation and why 
physicians are prescribing outdoor activities to treat 
depression. The conference is one of the largest 
regional meetings of landscape architects in the U.S.
 Kathy Jentz announced that the 10th Annual 
Washington Gardener Seed Exchange, hosted 

by Washington Gardener Magazine, takes place 
Jan. 31 at the Behnke Nurseries in Beltsville, Md., 
and Feb. 7 at Green Spring Gardens in Fairfax, Va. 
You have a choice on which side of the D.C. beltway 
you want to attend! Seed Exchange attendees trade 
seeds, exchange planting tips, hear expert speakers 
and collect goody bags full of gardening treats. The 
event also includes such “green” features as the 
garden book and catalog swap. Participants are 
encouraged to bring their gently used garden books 
and mail-order garden catalogs to trade with each 
other. Any leftover publications at the end of the swap 
are donated to the National Agriculture Library in 
Beltsville, Md. The first annual Washington Gardener 
Seed Exchange was held on Jan. 26, 2006. After that 
event’s success, seed swaps in other cities across 
the nation have joined in celebrating National Seed 
Swap Day each year on the last Saturday in January. 
Subscribers to Washington Gardener Magazine 
receive a $5 discount off the admission to the 
Washington Gardener Seed Exchange. Visit www.
WashingtonGardener.com to find our more and to 
print out a registration form.
 Region II members who will speak at the 
Northwest Flower & Garden Show (NWFGS) in 
Seattle, Wash., include: 
• Feb. 11 — stephanie Cohen, “Landscaping 
with Ornamental Grasses” (1:45 p.m.); david Culp, 
“The Layered Garden (12:30 p.m.); Claire Jones, 
“Slow Landscaping — Symbiosis of Art & Nature” 
(3:00 p.m.);
• Feb. 12 — david Culp, “How Hellebores 
Can Take Center Stage” (1:00 p.m.); stephanie 
Cohen and dawn Hummel (Region VI), “Trials 

& Tribulations of Gardening: Dirty Ladies Doing 
Standup” (11:15 a.m.); Claire Jones, “Sex In The 
Garden-Planting For The Bees” (12:30 p.m.)  
• Feb. 14 — Jessica walliser, “Attracting 
Beneficial Bugs to Your Garden” (3:00 p.m.)
• Feb. 15 — Jessica walliser, “Attracting 
Beneficial Bugs to Your Garden” (4:30 p.m.
(http://www.gardenshow.com/) 
 Bill Thomas announced that construction 
has begun on an elevated walkway on the hillside 
at Chanticleer. The walkway aims to soften the 
incline and make the area more accessible to visitors. 
Weather permitting, construction of the walkway will 
be complete by spring. Chanticleer’s opening day is 
apr. 1.
 Are you itching to learn more about the 
toxicodendrons? Check out Charlotte Kidd’s 
article in the Sept.-Oct. issue of The American 
Gardener, the magazine of the american 
Horticultural society. “A Larger Perspective on 
Poison Ivy” explores the roles of poison ivy and its 
relatives in ecology and research. Also which species 
grow where, urushiol exposure, truths and myths.
 derek Fell reports that quantities of his Derek 
Fell Automatic Garden Kit containing 200 feet of drip 
irrigation hose and connections have been donated 
to the Haitian Relief Effort through Stop Hunger Now 
by the manufacturer, Irrigro Corporation of Canada. 
The kits can work from a gravity feed system such as 
a rain barrel, a well pump or city water.

—denise schreiber

http://mtcubacenter.org/
http://www.washingtongardener.com/
http://www.washingtongardener.com/
http://www.gardenshow.com/
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Maria Zampini of UpShoot joins a panel of experts 
from Bailey Nurseries, Ball Horticultural and Walters 
Gardens amongst others Jan. 5 at 12:00 noon for a 
session called “A New Plant Palette of Fashion Show 
Plants” as part of The Western Trade Show being 
held in Kansas City, Mo. (http://www.wnla.org/2015_
Plants.vp.html) Maria will promote her new Garden-
pedia book (co-authored with Pam Bennett of The 
Ohio State University) with Carmen devito and 
alice Marcus Krieg, hosts of the “We Dig Plants” 
program on the Heritage Radio Network Feb. 2 at 
3:00 p.m. EST. (http://www.heritageradionetwork.
org/programs/41-We-Dig-Plants) Maria will also 
speak at the 2015 Great Big Home + Garden Show in 
Cleveland, Ohio, on the Petitti Gardening Stage. She’ll 
also be doing a Garden-pedia book signing directly 
after each of her lectures Feb. 8 at 2:30 p.m. and 
Feb. 14 at 1:00 p.m.
 Linda nitchman, GWA Region III National 
Director, will attend the GWA Board of Directors 
Meeting Jan. 23-25 in Pasadena, Calif. As your 
representative on the board, she invites you to 

contact her to share your ideas, suggestions and 
concerns regarding the organization prior to the 
meeting. (paradisegardener@hotmail.com or 
618.593.2112)
 shawna Coronado will speak twice during 
the Northwest Flower & Garden Show in Seattle, 
Wash., on “Get Vertical! Grow 35 Organic Plants 
in Only 2 Square Feet” (Feb. 11 at 4:15 p.m.; 
Feb. 12 at 10:00 a.m.)
 Jo ellen Meyers sharp will speak at the 
Indianapolis Home Show, Jan. 28 & 29, at the 
Indiana State Fairgrounds. She also will speak to 
Master Gardener groups in Whitley County, Ind., 
Feb. 21. 
 Beth Botts (thegardenbeat.com) will speak 
on container vegetable gardening Feb. 20 at the 
Iowa Master Gardeners Winter Garden Fair in Cedar 
Rapids. In her day job as a senior writer at The 
Morton Arboretum, a 1,700-acre botanical garden 
in Lisle, Ill., she writes a weekly column on trees, 
shrubs, conservation and nature for the Chicago 
Tribune.
 sue Markgraf says her firm continues 
to represent the Chicago Flower & garden 
show (www.chicagoflower.com) to be held 
Mar. 14-22 at Chicago’s Navy Pier, the No. 1 
tourist destination in Chicago. Sue, a newly elected 
GWA Regional Director, is finalizing plans for a GWA 
Region III Meeting on opening day at the Chicago 
Flower & Garden Show. Before the show opens 
to the public, Mar. 14, GWA members may view 
and photograph the two-dozen display gardens that 

demonstrate how garden beauty can be functional 
and sustainable. With the theme, “Do Green. Do 
Good.” visitors can get hands-on, practical advice 
from experts at every level of the industry, sample a 
few of the 150 educational workshops and seminars 
offered throughout the show‘s run, be inspired by 
tablescapes and floral displays from the American 
Institute of Floral Designers, learn more about “farm 
to table” cooking during the popular Garden Gourmet 
series, and watch as the national competition of the 
Retail Bakers Association heats up during closing 
weekend. Don’t forget to stop by the Marketplace 
of more than 100 exhibitors for plants, cut florals, 
gardening supplies and more. The Chicago Flower 
& garden show is a GWA Allied Trade Member 
and a presenting sponsor of the 2015 GWA Region III 
Meeting. Meeting details will be announced soon. Visit 
the show online, on Facebook (www.facebook.com/
chicagoflower) and on Twitter — @Chicago. Sue can 
be reached at smarkgraf@greenmarkpr.com.
 Barry glick reports that he won’t be going 
anywhere until March. He will be plowing a couple 
hundred inches of snow, feeding a furnace that eats 
trees to keep his house warm and waking up in the 
middle of the night when it gets down to -16° with 
45 mph winds to make sure that the heaters in the 
greenhouses are still working and that no trees have 
fallen on them. His regular lecture schedule resumes 
in March. (http://www.greatgardenspeakers.com/
listing/barry-glick-4c2232a1879a0.html)

http://www.wnla.org/2015_Plants.vp.html
http://www.wnla.org/2015_Plants.vp.html
http://www.heritageradionetwork.org/programs/41-We-Dig-Plants
http://www.heritageradionetwork.org/programs/41-We-Dig-Plants
mailto:paradisegardener@hotmail.com
http://thegardenbeat.com/
http://www.chicagoflower.com/
http://www.facebook.com/chicagoflower
http://www.facebook.com/chicagoflower
mailto:smarkgraf@greenmarkpr.com
http://www.greatgardenspeakers.com/listing/barry-glick-4c2232a1879a0.html
http://www.greatgardenspeakers.com/listing/barry-glick-4c2232a1879a0.html
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Upcoming events:

iLLinOis
• Feb. 14 – Mar. 15: Orchid Show at the 
Chicago Botanic Garden, Glencoe, http://www.
chicagobotanic.org/orchid
• Feb. 25-27: iLandscape, the Illinois + Wisconsin 
landscape industry trade show, will be hosted at 
The Renaissance Schaumburg Convention Center 
and Hotel. Features educational speakers, more 
than 375 booths showcasing the latest trends 
in plants, green industry products, hardscapes 
and equipment; ILCA’s Excellence in Landscape 
Awards Night, entertainment and more. (http://www.
ilandscapeshow.com/)
• Feb. 28: 2015 Central Region Perennial Plant 
Association Symposium: Ready! Set! Garden!, Lisle, 
at the The Morton Arboretum. $89, members of the 
Arboretum or the PPA; $105, non-members. (http://
www.mortonarb.org/courses/2015-central-region-
perennial-plant-association-symposium-ready-set-
garden)
• Mar. 21-22: Northern Illinois Gesneriad Society 
Show & Sale, Chicago Botanic Garden, Glencoe, 
(http://www.chicagobotanic.org/calendar/event/
northern_illinois_gesneriad_society_show_sale)
• Mar. 29: Midwest Fruit Explorers Grafting 
Workshop, Chicago Botanic Garden, Glencoe 
(http://www.chicagobotanic.org/calendar/event/
midwest_fruit_explorers_grafting_workshop)

—Linda Nitchman

region 4

“Holiday Lights at the Garden” garden tour will be 
held at Cape Fear Botanical Garden, Fayetteville, 
N.C., dec. 10-23. (http://www.capefearbg.org/
event/holiday-lights-in-the-garden-6/?instance_
id=1313)
 pam Beck will present “Garden Writing for 
Retailers” Jan. 7 at the 2015 Green & Growin’ 
Trade Show at the Sheraton Four Seasons Hotel, 
Greensboro, N.C.
 dr. allan armitage will speak twice on 
“Annual and Perennial Herbaceous Plants” during the 
Northern Green Expo, Minneapolis, Minn., Jan. 14. 
Join him on his unique walk-about of the trade show 
floor where he highlights great plants on display. 
(http://northerngreenexpo.org/) Dr. Armitage will also 
appear at the MANTS trade show Jan. 14-16 with 
The Perennial Farm. His books and mobile app will 
be on display at both the MNLA and MANTS shows. 
(http://www.mants.com/) He will speak at the New 
Jersey Professional Landscape and Nursery Trade 
Show Jan. 27 in Edison, N.J. (http://njplantshow.
com/)

Mary palmer dargan and Hugh Graham 
Dargan will present “Lifelong Landscape Design: 
Can Your Landscape Fit Your Lifestyle Like a 
Glove?” for the Northwest Perennial Alliance 
Jan. 25 at 1:00 p.m. at the Bellevue Botanical 
Garden’s Education Center, Seattle, Wash. She 
will present a workshop, “Design Lifelong Land-
scapes: A Home Environment Workshop,” 
Jan. 26, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. at the Center for 
Urban Horticulture, UW, for the Washington Chapter 
of the Association of Professional Landscape 
Designers. Also, she will speak at the Feb. 2-3 
Garden Club of Virginia’s Gardening Symposium in 
Colonial Williamsburg, Va. (http://www.gcvirginia.org/
symposium/speakers.cfm)
 Buddy Lee, Plant Development Services, 
Inc., will speak at the American Camellia Soci-
ety National Convention in Tallahassee, Fla., 
Jan. 28-31. (https://www.americancamellias.
com/) Buddy will also speak at the Fort Worth 
Home and Garden Show Feb 13-15. (http://
texashomeandgarden.com/show-schedule/)
 ira wallace of Southern Exposure Seed 
Exchange and Michael Judd, ecological and edible 
landscape designer, will offer a pre-conference in-
depth exploration of “The Art of Edible Landscap-
ing with a Permaculture Twist” in Richmond, Va., 
Jan. 29, at the Virginia Biological Farming 
Conference. (http://www.VABF.org)

http://www.chicagobotanic.org/orchid
http://www.chicagobotanic.org/orchid
http://www.ilandscapeshow.com/
http://www.ilandscapeshow.com/
http://www.mortonarb.org/courses/2015-central-region-perennial-plant-association-symposium-ready-set-garden
http://www.mortonarb.org/courses/2015-central-region-perennial-plant-association-symposium-ready-set-garden
http://www.mortonarb.org/courses/2015-central-region-perennial-plant-association-symposium-ready-set-garden
http://www.mortonarb.org/courses/2015-central-region-perennial-plant-association-symposium-ready-set-garden
http://www.chicagobotanic.org/calendar/event/northern_illinois_gesneriad_society_show_sale
http://www.chicagobotanic.org/calendar/event/northern_illinois_gesneriad_society_show_sale
http://www.chicagobotanic.org/calendar/event/midwest_fruit_explorers_grafting_workshop
http://www.chicagobotanic.org/calendar/event/midwest_fruit_explorers_grafting_workshop
http://www.capefearbg.org/event/holiday-lights-in-the-garden-6/?instance_id=1313
http://www.capefearbg.org/event/holiday-lights-in-the-garden-6/?instance_id=1313
http://www.capefearbg.org/event/holiday-lights-in-the-garden-6/?instance_id=1313
http://northerngreenexpo.org/
http://www.mants.com/
http://www.gcvirginia.org/symposium/speakers.cfm
http://www.gcvirginia.org/symposium/speakers.cfm
https://www.americancamellias.com/
https://www.americancamellias.com/
http://texashomeandgarden.com/show-schedule/
http://texashomeandgarden.com/show-schedule/
http://www.VABF.org
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 Brent Heath will present “Walk on the Wild 
Side” for the Garden Club of Virginia Feb. 2 at 
the Williamsburg Lodge in Colonial Williamsburg, 
Va. Feb. 4, Brent will travel to Henrico County, Va., 
and speak to the Henrico Master Gardeners about 
“Plant Orgies” – ought to be great fun! Then, Brent 
will travel to Bedford County, Va., Feb. 5 where he 
will lecture about “Pest Resistant Bulbs” for their local 
Master Gardener Group.
 Region IV members who will speak at the 
Northwest Flower & Garden Show in Seattle, 
Wash., include: Tony avent, “The Celebration of 
Eccentricities: Famous People & Their Plants” (Feb. 
13, 10:30 a.m.) and “Who Kept The Dogs Out — 
Purrfect Gems to Invite Into Your Garden” (Feb. 13, 
1:00 p.m.); Craig LeHoullier, “The Holy Grail: 
How to Grow Great Tomatoes from Seed to Harvest” 
(Feb. 14, 6:40 p.m.) and “Off the Vine: A Selection 
of Epic Tomatoes for New Gardens” (Feb. 15, 3:15 
p.m.); Mary Beth shaddix and stefani Bittner 
(Region VI), “In Good Taste: Enjoy Bouquets & 
Decor From Your Edible Garden” (Feb. 12, 5:00 
p.m. and Feb. 13, 3:15 p.m.) and “Creating Your 
Own Beautiful Edible Garden” (Feb. 13, 11:15 
a.m.); Barbara wise, “It’s Not Magic: Conjuring Up 
Imaginative Container Gardens” (Feb. 12, 3:15 p.m. 

and Feb. 13, 11:45 a.m.); Helen yoest, “Plants 
with Benefits: An Uninhibited Guide to Aphrodisiac 
plants” (Feb. 14, 5:30 p.m. and Feb. 15, 11:45 
a.m.). (http://www.gardenshow.com/seminars/
seminar-schedule/)
 allen Rokach will present a workshop, 
“Photographing Texas Wildflowers” apr. 9-12 at 
the Dallas Arboretum, 
a co-sponsor of the 
workshop. This is an 
intensive, sunrise to 
sunset workshop that will 
offer many opportunities 
to photograph in the best 
locations at each time of 
the day, with Allen on hand 
to share his knowledge 
and experience with all 
participants. Space is 
limited and this program 
sold out last year, so 
register early. (For details 
& to register, visit http://www.dallasarboretum.org/
education/adult-programs/photography-classes after 
Jan. 1.)
 See what other GWA members in Region 

region 5

Bill Johnson will be the keynote speaker 
at the Garden Visions 2015 North Central 
Master Gardeners Conference in Wausau, Wis., 
Jan. 23-24. Bill’s photo exhibit, “Faces – A 
Bug’s-Eye View,” will be at the Marjorie McNeely 

Continued on page 22

IV are up to and let them hear from you. Go to 
Facebook.com and join Be Four! gwa Region 4 
Connect.  

—ira wallace

 

http://www.gardenshow.com/seminars/seminar-schedule/
http://www.gardenshow.com/seminars/seminar-schedule/
http://www.dallasarboretum.org/education/adult-programs/photography-classes
http://www.dallasarboretum.org/education/adult-programs/photography-classes
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Conservatory at the Como Park Zoo in St. Paul, Minn., 
Feb. 3 - Mar. 29. (www.gardenvisions.org) Check 
the website for meet ‘n greet events and a “Minne-
sota Bug Hunt” book signing during that time. 
(www.comozooconservatory.org)
 Jared Barnes will head north this winter to 
present a flurry of lectures. Jan. 27, he will present 
“Plant Extroverts! Wonderful Woodies & Praiseworthy 
Perennials” and “Plant Extroverts! Alluring Annuals 
and Tantalizing Tropicals” at the 2015 Great Lakes 
Trade Exposition in Lansing, Mich. Then, he will head 
to New England Grows in Boston, Mass., to present 
“Plant Extroverts! Wonderful Woodies & Praiseworthy 
Perennials” Feb. 5. (Yes, same title as Michigan, but 
different plants specific to each area will be featured.) 
In Nacogdoches, Texas, at SFA Gardens he will 
present “Headed Down South from the Land of the 
Pines:  Reflections on the Plants, People, and Places 
of North Carolina,” Feb 12.
 Jodi Torpey will present her new program, 
“Start a Front-yard Farmers’ Market,” at the Denver 
Botanic Gardens Feb. 7, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon in 
Denver, Colo. The class takes advantage of Denver 
City Council’s recent approval of at-home sales of 
fresh produce and cottage foods. The class includes 
the rules for selling fruits, vegetables and herbs, 
best practices for growing perfect produce, and 
tips for packaging and marketing home-grown and 
homemade goodies. Ticket information: 
www.botanicgardens.org. 

reGionAl neWs & notes

Continued fron page 21

region 6

nicholas staddon with Monrovia has the 
following upcoming presentations: Jan. 21 at 8:00 
a.m., Nicholas will present “A Passion for Plants...If 
you Don’t Have It...Cultivate It” and at 1:00 p.m., he 
will present “Seventy Five Minutes...Just How Open 
Are You to Change...Well in Seventy Five Minutes 
We Just Might Find Out!” at the Idaho Nursery and 
Landscape Trade Show in Boise, Idaho; Jan. 23 
at 10:00 a.m. on “A Passion For Plants: New and 
Underused for Your Region” and at 2:00 p.m. on 
“Are You Staying in Front…Or Lagging Behind” 
at the Indiana Green Expo in Indianapolis, Ind. 
Nicholas has two webinars, Jan. 30 and Feb. 6 for 
“Horticulture, Smart Gardening.” These two webinars 

will be part of a four-part series addressing gardens, 
gardening, trends, plants new and not so new, as 
well as other exciting topics. Watch for details on the 
Smart Gardening and Monrovia websites. Nicholas 
will be working the Monrovia display at the North-
west Flower & Garden Show in Seattle, Wash., 
Feb. 11-15 and can answer any questions you 
might have.
 Marty wingate talks about the charms of both 
perennials and broadleaf evergreen shrubs at the 
Tacoma Home & Garden Show Jan. 22-25. She 
chooses the plants she would plant again for her 
podcast, A Dry Rain (http://adryrain.net), which is 
produced along with Steve Scher, Willi Galloway, and 
Greg Rabourn.
 pat Munts and susan Mulvihill will 
share their experiences writing their new, and first, 
book, Northwest Gardeners’ Handbook: Oregon, 
Washington, Northern California, British Columbia, 
when they speak to The Inland Empire Gardeners, 
Feb. 5 in Spokane, Wash. The book is published by 
Cool Springs Press.
 Region VI members who will speak at the 
Northwest Flower & Garden Show in Seattle, Wash., 
include:
• Feb. 11 — Marianne Binetti, “The Renovated 
Garden & Rejuvenated Gardens” (7:00 p.m.); Karen 
Chapman, “The Squish Factor: Designing Abundant 
Containers” (11:45 a.m.); Lorene edwards 
Forkner, “Designing with Nature: Planting for 

Continued on page 23

 Tammi Hartung will speak at the North-
west Flower & Garden Show in Seattle, Wash. 
— “Welcoming Pollinators Into Edible Gardens 
(Feb. 13, 7:00 p.m.) AND “Peaceful Ways to Handle 
Wildlife Challenges” (Feb. 14, 11:15 a.m.)

—Beth Clark
 

http://www.gardenvisions.org
http://www.comozooconservatory.org
http://www.botanicgardens.org
http://adryrain.net
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Pollinators” (5:30 p.m.); Lucy Hardiman, “Coloring 
Outside the Lines to Enlarge Space” (1:00 p.m.); 
Robin Haglund, “Grow, Cook & Eat To Diminish 
Diabetes” (5:45 p.m.); nicholas staddon, “Winter 
Wonderland: Choice Plants for Beauty in Winter 
Gardens” (3:15 p.m.)
• Feb. 12 — Karen Chapman, “Hanky-Panky in 
the Shade” (6:45 p.m.); Lucy Hardiman, “Beyond 
Plants: Art in the Garden” (3:15 p.m.); dawn 
Hummel and stephanie Cohen (Region II), 
“Trials and Tribulations of Gardening: Dirty Ladies 
Doing Standup” (11:00 a.m); susan Morrison, “It 
Would Be Better with Vampires: Adding Drama to the 
Garden” (3:00 p.m.); david perry, “Picture Perfect 
Plant Portraits” (5:30 p.m.); stefani Bittner and 
Mary Beth shaddix (Region IV), “In Good Taste: 
Enjoy Bouquets & Decor From Your Edible Garden” 
(5:00 p.m.);
• Feb. 13 — stefani Bittner and Mary Beth 
shaddix, “In Good Taste: Enjoy Bouquets & Decor 
From Your Edible Garden” (3:15 p.m.) and “Creating 
Your Own Beautiful Edible Garden” (11:15 a.m.); 
Theresa Loe, “Yes You Can! Easy Canning 
for Gardens” (4:15 p.m.); Ciscoe Morris, “The 
Lure of Plants: Unearthing the Roots of Ciscoe’s 
Obsessions” (4:30 p.m.); Teresa O’Connor, “Top 
Gardening Secrets From the Experts” (10:00 a.m.); 
debra prinzing, “1 Bunch, 3 Ways: Arranging 
Common Flowers Into Uncommon Bouquets” 
(1:30 p.m.); Mark Turner, “37 Native Gems for 
Northwest Gardens” (5:30 p.m.); 

• Feb. 14 — evelyn Hadden, “Mow No More: 
Beautiful No-Mow Yards” (12:30 p.m.); Robin 
Haglund, “Bring Beneficial Bees Into Your 
Backyard” (1:00 p.m.); Ciscoe Morris and Mary 
Flewelling Morris, “Separate Beds: How to Maintain 
a Beautiful Garden Along with Your Marriage” (4:30 
p.m.); Teresa O’Connor, “Frugal Is Fabulous: 
Clever Ways to Save Money in the Garden” (10:00 
a.m.);
• Feb. 15 — Lorene edwards Forkner, “Life of 
the Garden Party: Botanical Beverages” (5:00 p.m.); 
evelyn Hadden, “Hellstrip Gardening: Paradise At 
the Curb” (11:15 a.m.); debra prinzing, “1 Bunch, 
3 Ways: Arranging Common Flowers Into Uncommon 
Bouquets” (3:15 p.m.)
 Bill Thorness recently completed filming a 
class for Craftsy.com, an online learning site. “The 
Extended Harvest: Vegetables for Every Season” 
premiered in mid-November. It ties into the theme of 
his book, Cool Season Gardener. The seven-lesson, 
two-hour class was the result of more than 30 hours 
of filming in his Seattle garden and home.
 The first-of-its-kind Plant Something eCalendar 
features artwork from elementary school kids that 
celebrate the theme “Plants make our lives better!” 
Each month, the colorful art of children ages 
6-11 are featured along with several Great Plant 
Pick selections and fun facts about how plants 
improve home value, our health and well-being, 
the environment and our communities. Visit www.
PlantSomethingOregon.com to download the 

Continued from page 22

region 7

david Hobson has a number of speaking 
engagements lined up for winter and spring, includ-
ing the Jan. 18 Dream Garden Conference in 
Cambridge, Ontario; Mar. 8 at the Stratford Garden 
Festival, Rotary Complex, Stratford, Ontario; and 
Mar. 20 at Canada Blooms, Canada’s largest garden 
show at the Direct Energy Centre, Toronto, Ontario.
 Region VII members who will speak at the 
Northwest Flower & Garden Show, Seattle, Wash., 
include: donna Balzer, “Pop-Up Gardens: Creating 
Ways to Use Limited Space” (Feb. 11, 1:00 p.m.); 
andrea Bellamy, “Gourmet Gardening: Transform 
Everyday Edibles Into Gourmet Treats” (Feb. 14, 
5:45 p.m.) and “Get Growing: A Guide to Incredible 
Edibles in Containers” (Feb. 15, 3:00 p.m.); and 
Brian Minter, “Innovative Food Gardening & 
Where It’s Going” (Feb. 12, 1:45 p.m.)
 —steve Biggs

calendar and help spread the word: “Play Dirty. Plant 
Something!”

—pat Munts
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the insider scoop

Russell studebaker will be writing a garden 
column for Tulsa People magazine. This monthly 
publication celebrates the diversity of Tulsa with 
compelling design, photography and journalism. 
The magazine informs and enlightens its readers by 
showcasing people, places, events and gardening 
that make life interesting and good in Tulsa.

In October, Washington State Governor Jay Inslee, 
presented ed Hume and his wife Myrna with a dual 
“Washingtonian of the Day Award.” The Governor 
said, “...as a leading expert in horticulture here in the 
Northwest as well as nationally and internationally, 
you have built an incredible legacy over the 
years. You have taught countless people how to 
beautify their homes and businesses but also have 
empowered families to grow their own food.”

Kate Copsey has taken over The Master Gardener 
Hour. The show is on the same station (www.
amercaswebradio.com or www.RadioSandySprings.
com) at 11:00 a.m. Saturday. Guests are always 
welcome.

Kerry ann Mendez of Perennially Yours in 
Kennebunk, Maine, received a Gold Medal at 
the 115th Honorary Medals Dinner where the 
Massachusetts Horticultural Society honors those 
individuals who have contributed to excellence in 
horticulture. This award was given for her exceptional 
teaching and writing that increases public enjoyment 
and appreciation of horticulture.

The Savvy Gardening gals – amy andrychowicz, 
Jessica walliser, niki Jabbour and Tara 
nolan – have launched a brand new, bi-weekly 
newsletter. Sign up to receive savvy advice and 
inspiration about edibles, ornamentals, beneficial 
insects, budget gardening and more! Sign up at 
www.savvygardening.com/newsletter.

SAVE THE DATE!
The Garden Writers Association Outreach Task 
Force is again planning multiple events to be 
held during AmericanHort’s Cultivate’15 event, 
July 11-15 in Columbus, Ohio. Cultivate is 
the largest all-industry horticulture exposition and 
convention in North America attracting 10,000 

horticulture professionals in one location. If 
you’ve never been, we encourage you to attend 
to see the commercial side of horticulture 
in annuals, perennials, shrubs, vegetables 
and more. As was the case in 2014, we 
will have a booth on the trade show floor to 
educate growers, retailers, breeders and other 
horticulture companies on the value a garden 
communicator can bring to their business. In 
addition, there will be a Region III Connect 
meeting and at least one educational session 
hosted and moderated by GWA members that 
will focus on subjects where we provide the 
expertise. Because of our partnership with 
AmericanHort, GWA members will receive a 
complimentary full registration to Cultivate’15, 
which is a $295 value. We look forward to 
seeing you there! More to follow once details are 
finalized! To learn more about Cultivate’15, visit 
http://cultivate15.org. 

susan Martin, former Marketing Director for 
Walters Gardens, Inc., is now owner of Gardener 
Sue’s News. Susan is offering freelance copywriting, 
speaking and marketing services to the horticultural 
industry, serving both trade and consumer audiences. 
(gardenersuesnews@gmail.com or 616.886.6671)

http://www.americaswebradio.com
http://www.americaswebradio.com
http://www.RadioSandySprings.com
http://www.RadioSandySprings.com
http://www.savvygardening.com/newsletter
http://cultivate15.org
mailto:gardenersuesnews@gmail.com
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Region VII Fall Meeting

BY DONNA BALzER

Everything isn’t always 
perfect at GWA Regional 
Meetings and they are 
certainly not equal to our 
beautiful big blowout GWA 
Annual Symposia. At 
regionals, we sometimes 
forget to bring water on 
the bus or provide snacks 
during the early morning 
sessions and, worst of 
all, the one-member 
organizational teams 
sometimes don’t even seem 
to want your feedback! 
 But regionals are 
fabulous, too. They offer a 
chance to test-drive new 
ideas, bring together a small 
group for intensive, story-
worthy “garden immersion” 
and introduce new potential 
GWA members to the 
fold. This fall, 21 writers from Regions VI and VII 
keenly enjoyed the September/October Regional 
GWA Victoria, British Columbia, Meeting and Digital 

regional Meeting Wrap-Up

region 7

Storytelling Workshop. 
 We saw an acre crammed with more than 300 
cultivars of fruit trees, an organic cidery at lunch 
and a tour of a big bug house – complete with scary 
predatory mite called Amblyseius fallacies and nose- 
clogging whitefly. This combination of tours gave 
us fodder for our workshop, directed by filmmaker 
and garden writer arlin McFarlane (www.
thecuriousgardener.ca) from Whitehorse, Yukon.
 “The tours were fabulous and I came home with 
a whole slew of ideas on how to integrate digital 
clips into my presentations” said Elaine Rude. Sue 
Flemming “truly enjoyed the three days and felt 
very lucky to be able to spend time with so many 
talented, knowledgeable, interesting people” and 
then immediately asked how she, too, could become 
a GWA member.
 The action began in the afternoon with an 
excellent afternoon Digital Storytelling presentation 
by Arlin. Born to speak, she entertained and 
educated us, starting with the basics: “Don’t use 

more than 7-10 slides to create a one-minute video.” 
On day two, we visited Fruit Trees and More, where 
owner Bob Duncan entertained us for almost two 
hours; we drank free samples of cider at SeaCider 
and went to the world’s fourth biggest bug house – 
Applied Bionomics – where owner Brian Spencer 
amazed us with his knowledge of beneficial insects.
 sue Mulvihil from Spokane said, “I enjoyed 
getting to meet you and what a great job you did 
organizing the Digital Storytelling Workshop. My 
husband and I got a lot out of it and are now full of 
ideas!” Lorene edwards Forkner said, “Thank 
you so much for putting such an amazing program 
together. I came home refreshed and inspired — 
and I can make a video (sort of). The tours were 
outstanding. I dearly hope to be able to get Bob 
and Verna Duncan to share their story with Pacific 
Horticulture magazine.“
 But the true value in attending these smaller 
regional meetings is the chance for members and 
executives to get together and network. Region VI 
Regional Director pat Munts attended as well as 
GWA Past President debra prinzing. The complex 
Regional Meeting was run on funds donna Balzer 
obtained after asking local business for cash and 
product support. So, attendees are now dodging 
wasps in their new Watson gloves in the shade of 
their B.C. Greenhouses, while reading about Pride 
of Place Plants and admiring their new Brother’s 
Keeper switch grass, looking online at Home of 
Clematis, and working their Biochar into the soil 
around their Grace Van Belle Weigels (rhymes with 
Tequila) introduction for 2015.
 “Thanks again for a fabulous conference! It 
was a home run!” said Prinzing. My thanks to all the 
members who came out and a special thanks to our 
amazing workshop leader, Arlin. It was a blast.

Donna Balzer thanks all of the 
sponsors for their help with the 
Region VII meeting in Victoria. 
Sponsors  include: Pride of 
Place Plants; B.C. Greenhouse; 
Home of Clematis; Valleybrook 
Nursery; Grace VanBelle; and 
Watson Gloves. Their financial 
support helped pay for the bus, 
meeting rooms and ‘appy event 
on Tuesday night.

GWA Region VII Directors include from left Steven 
Biggs, Ken Brown and Donna Balzer posing in their 
new Watson gloves.

http://www.thecuriousgardener.ca
http://www.thecuriousgardener.ca
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Magic Dirt Receives Recognition at Bioproducts World ConferenceSanidate by BioSafe: 
The Ultimate Protection

Recent reporting has advised 
that viruses can become resistant 
to alcohol-based sanitizers and 
cleaners. SaniDate® Hard Surface 
Sanitizer is alcohol, chlorine and 
ammonia-free, utilizing activated 
peroxide chemistry to sanitize 
surfaces quickly and easily. A 
trusted product among schools 
and daycares for years, SaniDate 
safely cleans, sanitizes and 
deodorizes hard surfaces. 
(www.biosafe.net)

New Corona Snips
Need a great gift 
idea for your favorite 
container gardener or 
indoor plant enthusiast? 
These new Corona 
snips are excellent for 
fine, precision cutting. 
Harvest your container 
herbs and veggies, remove dead leaves from indoor 
plants, or trimming bonsai where precision cutting 
is needed. Easy to store and carry. Now get the 
complete set of snips (FS 4120), finger micro snips 
(FS 4110) and scissors (FS 4130) for 20% off and 
free shipping!  Use discount code WISHLIST14 
and shipping code FSFREESHIP when placing 
your order online. You must order the set to receive 
free shipping. Additional items could incur shipping 
charges. (SHOP NOW)

AAS Announces 
Winners of Display 
Garden Landscape 
Design Contest
Three years ago, All-America 
Selections (AAS) launched a new 
contest for almost 200 Display 
Gardens to encourage new and 
exciting landscaping ideas with 
AAS Winners. The 2014 contest 
asked participants to expand on a 
theme of using containers in the 
landscape. This landscape design 
contest incorporates AAS Winners, 
past and present. Each garden 
is responsible for creating and 
executing the design, generating 
publicity surrounding the contest 
then submitting the photos, proof of 
publicity and an overall description 
of their design. Each of these 
contest winners are profiled on 
the AAS website, under “Display 
Gardens.” (A complete collection 
of photos from all contest entrants 
can be found on the All-America 

In October, Magic Dirt, a certified organic premium 
potting soil and sustainable alternative to peat moss, 
was named Consumer Innovation of the Year in the 
first international competition at the 2014 Bioproducts 
World Conference. A recycled co-product from 

 For 2014 Symposium Registrants: Audio files of 
presentations are free to full meeting registrants using 
a special coupon code. (If you have lost your coupon 
code announcement, contact info@gardenwriters.org for 
a new code that will be forwarded upon verification of 
your symposium registration.)
 Non-registrants to the 2014 symposium may pur-
chase audio recordings of each presentation for just 
$5.00/recording. 
http://gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/sessions_14.html

Symposium Recordings Available

generating renewable energy and reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions, Magic Dirt contains three 
to six times the nutrients found in other brands, and 
it contains no peat moss, coir, perlite or vermiculite. 
(www.magic-dirt.com)

Selections Flickr and Facebook accounts.)

http://www.biosafe.net
http://t.hsms07.com/e1t/c/*W3b8PlT7q5vH0W3xQ9nj4wxFzJ0/*W4NXz_92TD2lZW3ydMC07fW28Z0/5/f18dQhb0Sjvc8YHs-8W8g2_C52qwv27W31PDcf2sSdDhVf5jQd57mvC2W1BQYgj9dtwYRW79Tg9z5LyFjYW2wFb283ptTdvN3pFRLt7DSN8W5rgJzv9dHg20W85MFGP5YCtV-W6WwDKf57mD5lW9bTNXY954KlMW4P0Yt62d4j32W8hS3Bz6VJBTsW3R434J2-J-SLW2z_tPY41Q2SWW3c-v1L1nnQd3VQLQWH1GXbt1W5mg0gg1Bhbp_W5jPVDH47P0wCW403tVS3vbpkwW6n5nrp6SNbBzW2m1st46v08hXW6P7HBV3K8ryQW69_bNT48gdR1W5WtSTt62q43vW5RWPCD4rQqKfW43ZGyk4l4_drW68m3f76VHwR_W32sZsb4Vg-_cW5vMfKt47_DYHW3T25n4462R1xW3bHC3-27_ctFN2PGKtHzJrw6MwKJnC3qXS-N3mPzl5yqSJ3W1xbYyV2ykrGGW2yGW1Q2yYHwbW30Hpx6131FTQW5zR8rd5sskfqVbSwtX23X6V1W9hgyQd3v2X1mW6BG0GK2dR7WMf3fD2h604
http://t.hsms07.com/e1t/c/*W3b8PlT7q5vH0W3xQ9nj4wxFzJ0/*W5c8gBT78jjC6N81yW_XJ3BWS0/5/f18dQhb0S3kc2jVFwVKp59jjJ0CVn__3m2nzfKfW7zpHfQ61nLFZW3T5sr812Pr2hW84p0ht8sLPLYW7VRYmT50QJNCW5XMVL53XZ6Y_N6BbhPpx1RbLW3fs3H54zH1cXW8f61Bl6CCcTnW7JWyc-2HRWbNW8ZJc588fKgF5W2ltrnP5V4G7LW42z51Q50LzYcVLMphS2tpfsGVGyT_M1fbzz6N2B5G8pLfC5LW4K_hDn7170c6W3NvdpP83Rkq8W4S_cys6c2vpzW3nn8mb5XfZR5W3QtrLf9kwCBhW624y-q6CJP7MN3CFZZG38XggW8-Mk5r6Pq6JmVPMTzT7G0PTLW1XHW0s41j-hwW90MKP668LjLlW5h_tYx8YbfdGW7_bDGg6WlQ_5Vy1Bxh62RKMqW6h31r442c84-W1LfDLy4t72SzW8JsHHY4kKJHCW1LRd-W7GFJsmVnmK3M7wVx9mW95kqSl1DCCwWW3NPlKv8k1KzfN3T2t8jCxMTJW5RcpP56-CZKnW6_djsT5bGT7-W92CxDN3PVWyJF6_1CvFLy9z103
http://t.hsms07.com/e1t/c/*W3b8PlT7q5vH0W3xQ9nj4wxFzJ0/*W90Vxpt6rF-NnVyBgpK8cKg_40/5/f18dQhb0Sjvk8YHr6CW8g2_C52qwv27W31PDcf2sSdDhVf58n657mvC2W1BQYgj9dtwYRW79Tg9z5LyFjYW2wFb283ptTdvN3pFRMG7DSN8W5rgJzv9dHg20W85Q9CW8hGZ9sW6X_Nvn13b5KvW83_Pyq834DLzW8XWFDn7btyPxW9dH4KD5gY7RbW3SQgn23_CV3gW3V_Tcn5bnHbbW2w15NM3M3Kx5W60RcBv36g_N-W51G0By4YFc44W57-WqM3H_PtyW2DzCtR1yB_92W5KYm7R85bFk-N70qwtynhkBvW5Z1yHw787zrfMTv92BTgJbHW6d9ZT484PWj7N934vLFTsPsRW68594G79ZXtYW4y1lRQ71pVB_W6fftwg5LfBBVN6qX6qmqVd-CW1Y0L875Rdw5tW8Wls696Pc2NRN7PwksXVzQv-VVn7DD1FdLwHW5lj9Kc54Wc9DW7pFj4m30TVstN8Tzqd_WDM00W2vDcsN5P75wTW7vR56z1PNlBYW6JZbv75yVSxTW1ntyLl6QQ6lbV1xb6q8vmFns103
http://coronatoolsusa.com/catalog/pruning-tools/hydroponic.html?hsCtaTracking=a750caa2-c96d-41f6-b7ea-25cff68a1a9c%7C83b3f0a9-9ea9-4595-a92d-3cdd84c1d7e2&utm_campaign=sas_cons&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9HFIo4zPcso41OT-DITbHchp2JmIc3QCUwC-jXUZUDRmSFDd55FexhRanaNpYnoJfjPVejr_dLTpD7s_kYPOBXjaJvng&utm_content=15083156&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=15083156
http://ngb.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6b87cbdbca7a158540d881d9e&id=836509c367&e=a0fc16312a
http://ngb.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6b87cbdbca7a158540d881d9e&id=836509c367&e=a0fc16312a
http://ngb.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6b87cbdbca7a158540d881d9e&id=e6f01a71be&e=a0fc16312a
mailto:info@gardenwriters.org
http://gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/sessions_14.html
http://www.magic-dirt.com
http://ngb.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=6b87cbdbca7a158540d881d9e&id=5da3cfd497&e=a0fc16312a
http://ngb.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6b87cbdbca7a158540d881d9e&id=a00ca75ff8&e=a0fc16312a
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Hot off the Press

al Benner, The 
Carrot-napping, 
powerful plants, 
52 pages, hardcover, 
$19.95. Available now. 
The Carrot-Napping 
teaches kids about 
the importance of 
appreciating plants 

and nature in a fun, kid-friendly way. The plant is 
under attack by the “Selfish Seven” — a group of 
self-centered humans headed by “Grendal Greed.” 
These guys are determined to make money even at 
the expense of planet Earth. With the free Powerful 
Plants app, characters come to life right on the 
pages of the book, using a form of technology called 
“augmented reality.” Their animated personalities 
share interesting information, nutrition facts, growing 
tips, and cooking lessons, educating kids about 
plants as they read the story.

perry Mastrovito, 
Jardins privés 
du Québec (Private 
Gardens of Québec), 
Broquet, 160 pages, 
hardcover, $39.95. 
Available now. From 
the moment you open 
this book, the 375-plus 
vivid, color photographs, 

accompanied by fact-filled descriptions (in English 

and French), will inspire you. The author visited 
and photographed more than 30 private, aquatic, 
country, formal and rustic gardens, in various regions 
of Québec — from the spring through to the fall. 
Whether you are looking for ideas on how to design 
an ornamental garden or are just passionate and 
curious about the horticultural world, these stunning 
images will let you discover the incredible beauty of 
hundreds of plants, flowers, shrubs and trees.

Charlie nardozzi, 
new england 
getting started 
garden guide: 
grow the Best 
Flowers, shrubs, 
Trees, Vines & 
goundcovers 
— Connecticut, 
Maine, 
Massachusetts, 
new Hampshire, 
Rhode island, 
Vermont, Cool 
Springs Press, 240 

pages, 215 color photos, $24.99. Available now. 
Featuring more than 150 plants across six states, this 
straightforward manual makes it easy to research, 
choose, plant and care for species handpicked 
exclusively for their ability to thrive in climates 
across New England. The plants within, organized 
alphabetically by plant type and common name, 

are each displayed with a full-color photograph, 
pronunciation guide, thorough planting and care 
instructions, and recommendations for companion 
plants that you can place nearby. This book is 
complete with a clever set of icons denoting sun/
shade requirements and plant perks, and it even 
contains official color-coded USDA zone maps.

Marty wingate, 
The Red Book 
of primrose 
House: a potting 
shed Mystery 
(Kindle Edition), Alibi, 
273 pages, $2.99. 
Available now. Pru 
Parke has her dream 
job: head gardener 
at an eighteenth-
century manor farm in 
Sussex, restoring the 
1806 design made by 

Humphry Repton in one of his meticulously illustrated 
Red Books with a nightmarish schedule — the new 
owners plan to showcase it in less than a year at a 
summer party. She manages to make considerable 
progress on the vast grounds — until vandals wreak 
havoc on each of her projects. Then, to her horror, 
one of her workers is found murdered amongst the 
yews. The police have a suspect, but Pru is certain 
they’re wrong. Once again, Pru finds herself engaged 
in a thicket of evil intentions — and her, without a 
hatchet.
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                               Welcome to the following new members who joined 
                               the association in November and December 2014.

neW MeMBers

Mark Bowen
Nature’s Way Resources
101 Sherbrook Cir.
Conroe, TX 77385 
(O) 936.321.6990
(H) 936.828.8350
markbowenhoutx@gmail.com

Kelly Comras
Kelly Comras Landscape 
Architecture
17721 Tramonto Dr.
Pacific Palisades, CA 90272 
(O) 310.459.5661
kcomras@gmail.com

John Ferguson
Nature’s Way Resources
101 Sherbrook Cir.
Conroe, TX 77385 
(O) 936.321.6990
jcfergus@ix.netcom.com

Mary greendale
57 Roy Ave.
Holliston, MA 01746 

(O) 508.259.4308
mmgreendale@gmail.com

nancy Lawson
The Humane Society of the 
United States
1148 Day Rd.
Sykesville, MD 21784 
(O) 240.477.9574
(H) 240.477.9574
lawson.nancy@gmail.com

perry Mastrovito
5655 rue Labreche
Laval, Quebec H7B 1A4 
Canada
(O) 450.666.0863
pmastro@look.ca

Janie McCabe
MJ McCabe Garden Design
205 Clintonville Rd.
Northford, CT 06472
(H) 203.484.9031
mjmtulip@comcast.net

Frank nyikos
Walnut Grove Nursery
8374 E. State Rd. 45
Unionville, IN 47468 
(O) 812.360.6242
(H) 812.360.6242
1956gardener@gmail.com

Johanna silver
Sunset Magazine
121 Scott St., Apt. 4
San Francisco, CA 94117
(O) 650.324.5442
(H) 510.292.0108
johanna.silver@gmail.com

Connie stofko
Buffalo-NiagaraGardening.com
175 Stevenson Blvd.
Amherst, NY 14226
(O) 716.830.7984
(H) 716.833.5187
connie@buffalo-
niagaragardening.com

deborah Talarico
1226 Lorain Ave.
Bethlehem, PA 18018
(O) 484.866.2076
(H) 610.758.9914
dt1226pa@outlook.com

Charlotte wiggins
1001 Bluebird Ln.
Rolla, MO 65401-8700
(O) 573.341.7405
(H) 573.364.1908
chargardens@gmail.com

allied Member

Chicago Flower & 
garden show
ATTN: Tony Abruscato
1000 N. Milwaukee Ave., #302
Chicago, IL 60642
(O) 312.241.1250
(H) 312.810.5292
tony@chicagoflower.com

“Romance Blossoms” in Seattle at the 
2015 Northwest Flower & Garden Show
 Mark your calendars for the 2015 Northwest 
Flower & Garden Show (www.gardenshow.com), 
Feb. 11-15 at the Washington State Convention 
Center in Seattle. (NOTE: The show-hosted event 
for garden writers has been moved to Friday, 
Feb. 13 at 6:00 p.m.)
 The show theme is “Romance Blossoms” 
(Valentine’s Day is Feb. 14!), and the media “sneak 

preview” of 21 display gardens is set for 10:00 a.m. 
Tuesday, Feb. 10. 
 If you are booking a hotel, take advantage 
of special “show rates” at conveniently located 
downtown hotels: visit www.gardenshow.com for more 
information. For media related questions, please 
contact Barry Bartlett at barry@bartlettgrouppr.com or 
206.529.3612.

Helping Us 
Grow

The following members have been credited with 
recruiting a new member in 2014. Each member 
who successfully recruits a new member receives 
a $15 credit toward this year’s dues, up to $85. 
Congratulations, and thank you to the following 
members for their help in making GWA grow.

One new Member
Scott Aker
Liz Ball
Kylee Baumle
Sharon Beasley
Jane Berger
Georgene Bramlage
Kate Copsey
Ken Druse
Sandy Feather
Len Giddix
Judy Glattstein
Miriam Goldberger
Lynne Harrison
Louise Hartwig
David Hobson
Kathy Huber
Jeanne Hugenbruch
Nancy Ross Hugo
Dawn Hummel
Samuel B. Jones, Jr.
Sara Katz
Nancy Knauss
Jim Long
Jeff Lowenfels
Jim Martin
Pat Munts
Ann Murphy

Dee Nash
Doug Oster
Pam Pennick
Judith Rogers
Denise Schreiber
Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp
Lawrence Sherk
Brenda Beust Smith
Debbie Teashon
Jessica Walliser
Pat Webster
Deb Wiley
Helen Yoest

Two new Members
Stephanie Cohen
Phyllis Gricus
Kathy Jentz
Jessie Keith
Anna Leggatt
Sue Markgraf
Susan Morrison
Pam Penick
Nancy Szerlag
Maria Zampini

Three new Members
Sally Cunningham

mailto:chargardens@gmail.com
mailto:tony@chicagoflower.com
http://www.gardenshow.com/
http://www.gardenshow.com/
mailto:barry@bartlettgrouppr.com
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dates & events

JANUARY 6-8, 2015
Landscape Ontario’s Congress Conference 
and Trade Show, South Building, Toronto 
Congress Centre, Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
(http://locongress.com)

JANUARY 7-9, 2015
CENTS Show brought to you by the Ohio Nursery 
& Landscape Association (ONLA), Greater 
Columbus Convention Center, Columbus, Ohio 
(www.centsmarketplace.com)

JANUARY 14-16, 2015
Mid-Atlantic Nursery Trade Show (MANTS), 
Baltimore Convention Center, Baltimore, Md. 
(www.mants.com)

JANUARY 19, 2015
Home Gardener Day, sponsored by The Virginia 
Horticultural Foundation, Marriott at City Center, 
Newport News, Va. Held in tribute to the Martin 
Luther King holiday, the theme is “Gardening 
Freedom!” The theme celebrates the joy of creating 
gardens, the freedom we feel in our gardens, 
and features historical gardens & gardeners who 
persevered to achieve their own Gardening Freedom! 
(www.HomeGardenerDay.org)

JANUARY 20-23, 2015
Mid-Atlantic Horticulture Short Course, sponsored by 
The Virginia Horticultural Foundation, Marriott at City 
Center, Newport News, Va. (www.mahsc.org)

JANUARY 21-23, 2015
Tropical Plant Industry Exhibition from FNGLA, 
Broward County Convention Center, Ft. Lauderdale, 
FL (www.fngla.org/TPIE/)

JANUARY 21-22, 2015
Garden Center Symposium/Midwest Perennial 
Conference, County Springs Hotel & Con-
ference Center, Waukesha, Wis. 
(www.gardencentersymposium.com)

JANUARY 27-28, 2015
NJ Plants — Professional Landscaping & Nursery 
Trade Show, New Jersey Convention Center, Edison, 
NJ (www.njplantshow.com)

FEBRUARY 4-6, 2015
New England GROWS!, Boston Convention & 
Exhibition Center, Boston, Mass. (http://www.
newenglandgrows.org/exhibitor/exh2015.php)

FEBRUARY 6-15, 2015
The Great Big Home + Garden Show, 
I-X Center, Cleveland, Ohio 
(http://www.greatbighomeandgarden.com/GBHG/
EventsHome.aspx)

FEBRUARY 11-15, 2015
Northwest Flower & Garden Show, Washing-
ton State Convention Center, Seattle, Wash.  
(www.gardenshow.com)

FEBRUARY 25-27, 2015
Garden Bloggers Conference, Grand Hyatt 
in Buckhead, Atlanta, Ga. 
(http://garden-bloggers-conference.com)

MARCH 5-8, 2015
Nashville Lawn & Garden Show, Ten-
nessee State Fairgrounds, Nashville, Tenn. 
(http://www.nashvillelawnandgardenshow.com/)

MARCH 13-22, 2015
Canada Blooms, Direct Energy Centre, 
Exhibition Place, Toronto, ON, Canada 
(www.canadablooms.com)

MARCH 14-22, 2015
Chicago Flower & Garden Show, Navy Pier, 
Chicago, Ill. Theme: “Do Green. Do Good.” 
(www.chicagoflower.com)

MARCH 18-22, 2015
San Francisco Flower & Garden Show, San Mateo 
Event Center, San Mateo, Calif. Theme: “Going Wild” 
(http://blog.sfgardenshow.com/)

MARCH 14-22, 2015
57th Annual Indiana Flower & Patio Show, Indiana 
State Fairgrounds, Indianapolis, Ind. (http://hsishows.
com/wp/indianaflowerandpatioshow/)

http://locongress.com
http://www.centsmarketplace.com
http://www.mants.com
http://www.HomeGardenerDay.org
http://www.mahsc.org
http://www.fngla.org/TPIE/
http://www.gardencentersymposium.com
http://www.njplantshow.com
http://www.newenglandgrows.org/exhibitor/exh2015.php
http://www.newenglandgrows.org/exhibitor/exh2015.php
http://www.greatbighomeandgarden.com/GBHG/EventsHome.aspx
http://www.greatbighomeandgarden.com/GBHG/EventsHome.aspx
http://www.gardenshow.com
http://garden-bloggers-conference.com
http://www.nashvillelawnandgardenshow.com/
http://www.canadablooms.com
http://www.chicagoflower.com
http://blog.sfgardenshow.com/
http://hsishows.com/wp/indianaflowerandpatioshow/
http://hsishows.com/wp/indianaflowerandpatioshow/

