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How Sustainable Is GWA?
...At a time when many member organizations are struggling, GWA continues to adapt.
By Kirk R. Brown

The GWA Annual Symposium in Québec this year
marks 65 years of continuous service to members.
The exceptional touring, networking, educating
and showcasing invigorated me. Returning home
to Orefield, Pa., before the euphoria of sleep
deprivation and sensory overload was erased by my
first full night’s sleep in 10 days, I reflected on the
night that members of the Sustainability Committee
and the Association Outreach Task Force gathered
together over dinner.
The 22 of us who met to discuss our groups’
collective futures represent the diverse demographics
of our association and included editors, writers,
association executives, marketing directors,
trade members, television producers, social
media mavens, landscape architects, journalists,
geneticists, speakers, educators, and all of us
passionate gardeners. Our ages ranged from Gen
Y through and up to me, arguably the oldest board
member sitting at the table.

inside

Over dinner we debated the causes we all
joined GWA groups to support. High on the night’s
agenda was the most pressing issue any association
can address: Is GWA vital and sustainable as an
association dedicated to the art and practice of
horticultural communication?
I went to Québec with a year’s worth of
investigating other associations behind me.
Throughout 2012 and into 2013, the Green Industry
associations and their alphabet soup of differentiation
had suffered major losses, retrenchments, reversals,
mergers, divestitures, layoffs, outsourcing and loss of
membership.
My horticultural world encompasses ANLA, PPA,
APLD, PLNA, IPPS, PHS, APGA, ISA, TPIE, FNGLA,
MAHSC, OFA, AHS, AARS, AAS, GWAF, IGC,
USBG, ASLA, OAN, DCH, GCA, and others. All of
them were represented by someone at our table who
held dual membership. Each of these organizations
would claim that it represents membership
opportunity, certification options, awards programs,
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2014 GWA Annual Symposium
...First Call for Presentations

The Annual Symposium Committee is accepting
presentation proposals from speakers for the 2014
symposium to be held Aug. 8-11 in Pittsburgh,
Pa. The committee wishes to present a program
that represents the diversity of all members’
knowledge and skill levels, with the overall curriculum
featuring leading-edge, professional content. We
seek speakers who make relevant, well-developed
presentations.
For further information and to submit an online
proposal, CLICK HERE.

Submission Deadline: Mon., Dec. 16
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Sustainability
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networking, and/or perceived consumer value, just
like GWA. They also radiate the intangible essence
of something which people of my generation have
considered quite important: history and tradition. But
are these still the things that members recruited in
2020 will want?
There are more challenges than ever now.
Green Industry trade show attendance has been
uneven across the board, with vendors questioning
their return on investment. The digital revolution is
fragmenting the publishing marketplace. Information
outlets are changing while business models
chase smaller dollars across much broader fronts.
Association membership among the under 30
crowd is declining dramatically. The association
model that was forged more than 100 years ago for
outlining how members meet and exchange industry
information doesn’t work anymore.
Yet, GWA has managed to retain its member
base across nearly seven decades. How? By
expanding into new programming; by embracing
change; by focusing on our future, not on our past.
Our Long Range Plan reviews our challenges,
obstacles and successes on a three-year cycle.
We’re in year two of the current program. (Click here
for the Long Range Plan.)
There’s more:
• Our association is creating a syllabus that will
catapult our education program to the top of the
industry.
• GWA doubled the number of regional meetings and
workshops in 2013, enabling members to network
closer to home, with more diverse programming
than ever.
• For the first time, GWA co-sponsored a national
event in addition to our annual symposium,
joining the Association of Professional Landscape

Designers, American Hydrangea Society and a
host of state-wide horticultural organizations to
promote The Garden Bloggers Conference (http://
garden-bloggers-conference.com/). This event
brought together garden visionaries, top bloggers,
award-winning authors, and journalists in a social
media extravaganza.
• GWA exhibited at The Garden Bloggers Conference trade show with a booth that emphasized
our member benefits and organizational outreach.
• With the help of Maria Zampini and Diane
Blazek, GWA will be exhibiting at the 2014 OFA
Short Course (that will become the American
Horticulture Association) with a booth selling our
members’ capabilities, unique contributions and
potential employability to the attendees at one of
the nation’s largest horticultural trade shows.
• The Sustainability Committee has positioned
itself to act as the central clearinghouse for
sustainable gardening topics with the introduction
of its online library prototype, which was unveiled
at the Québec symposium. Chair Lois de
Vries has conducted East and West Coast
stakeholder forums to obtain feedback from
potential collaborators. The forums have opened
up a previously untapped avenue of professional
outreach.
• GWA is reaching out to other national Green Industry
associations in order to keep abreast of the changing
times and changing member needs. In September,
GWA and the Perennial Plant Association partnered
on their first-ever joint regional meeting in Princeton,
N.J. This initial program will be followed up next
spring with more opportunities to network with
related association members, while developing story
tours and product showcases.
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• GWA has worked to establish strategic
partnerships with numerous other associations to
obtain free registration, admission or educational
opportunities for its members. The list continues to
grow.
The 22 people who gathered for dinner
in Québec have agreed to work on keeping
GWA relevant. If GWA is to become a voice for
sustainability, we must first assure our own. If we
intend to work with other associations in order to
remain current and vital, then we must be the first to
extend our hand. How well we succeed will ultimately
depend upon the strengths our members bring to
the table and their willingness to contribute their time
and energy. Our history, while important, can then be
relegated to a footnote at the bottom of a page we
have yet to write as we continue to move forward.
Our strength is our skill as communicators. Our
challenge is to develop those new media through
which our voices can be best heard. Our vision
is of a sustainable organization that serves its
members well.
We’re looking for your personal thoughts on the
future. Do you have suggestions, contacts, ideas,
arguments, hope, or technologies, GWA can use?
We’d really like to hear from you. My contact info is in
the directory, online, and at vista6211@verizon.net.
Kirk R. Brown is Vice President of Garden Writers
Association. He and his recreations of John Bartram
and Frederick Law Omlsted appear at international
conferences and symposia with motivational keynote
presentations and dozens of unique lectures.
His landscape designs have won awards
from PPA, PHS and PLNA while his message
of sustainability carries through all of his design,
business, dramatic and horticultural communications.
He can be read at www.JohnBartramLives.com.
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President’s Message
As I write this in early
September, I’m still
recuperating from the GWA
Annual Symposium. No,
not physically (I think I have
Energizer bunny genes), but I
put a lot of things on the back
burner in the weeks before
and during the symposium
and I have yet to catch up.
One of the things I was surprised about was the
enthusiasm and eagerness to participate by the local
volunteers. I was very concerned about this when
I first proposed hosting the symposium in Québec
City. I knew we had great gardens and great sites
to share: that was never a concern, but with only
two local GWA members (myself and my assistant,
Susanne Roy), where would I get the volunteers
needed to do the work that went into organizing
the symposium? Well, it was far easier than I ever
thought.
I first needed to form a Local Organizing
Committee of about six or seven people, so
I contacted local gardens, garden clubs and
horticultural enterprises and asked if they had
anyone who would be willing to help out. To my
surprise, every group I asked said yes. In no time, I
had the basic committee set up. Months of meetings
later (and quite honestly, the meetings can be very
long), every single person was still involved.
Then, there was the question of finding bus
captains. I had a special complication here — I
needed bilingual people. Not even all my Local
Organizing Committee members speak English with
any fluency! One of the local garden clubs let me
send an email message to their members requesting
bilingual volunteers. Soon I had a list of names and
emails. It was as simple as that.

After the symposium, I sent a message to all
the bus captains thanking them for their help. To my
surprise, I got messages back telling me how much
they had enjoyed the experience of being a bus
captain and that they would be glad to do it again
if the occasion came up. They found the visiting
garden writers so interested and enthusiastic that the
volunteers couldn’t help but have a great time, too.
Plus they got to see some great gardens.
I keep hearing people say that volunteerism is
dead. Well, my experience is exactly the contrary.
I’m convinced now that people naturally want to help
out and are pleased to be asked. The next time I
need volunteers, I’m no longer going to worry about
it, I’ll just ask. To somewhat paraphrase a line from a
famous movie: “If you ask them, they will come!”
And by the way, some of the committee
members and bus captains have joined GWA. So, if
you ask for volunteers, not only will they come, they
may well become valued members!

Larry Hodgson

Stay informed on all the latest
in the Association.
Join GWA on
Facebook: Garden Writers Association
and
Twitter: @GardenWriters
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Storytelling

2013-14 GWA
Board of Directors

By Doug Green

A few months ago, I was lucky to share some time
with my daughter and over drinks we chatted about
our possible career switches and possibilities. In my
turn, I explained I wasn’t quite sure which direction
to take my writing and she smiled saying, “You were
always great at reinventing yourself.” I have to say,
that single comment made a massive difference in
my work over the last six months, taking me down
some interesting pathways. This story is yet to be
told, but what I’ve been learning in my quest to
teach myself better writing has implications for
garden writing and it’s these thoughts I want to
share with you.
Fiction writers’ websites tend to fall into five
distinct categories. There’s the “Catalog Site” where
the only content is the book list and a flattering pic
of the author. There’s the “My best tips one” where
the author attracts other writers with how he or she
is making a killing selling eBooks. To those, add the
fluffy “I’m great” sites, the carping, “My Inner Creative
Process” ones, and even a lonely few designed to
attract and hold real readers — the “Creator’s” site
concept.
Garden writers’ websites tend to be either howto, environmental good-guys or emotional response
to gardening sharing or some combination of the
three. Each will, of course, attract a certain kind of
gardener. The question is whether that content is
good enough to attract enough attention for whatever
reason you’re doing the work.
What is clear is you get to decide what you’re
doing and whom you want to read you. I also note
that garden writers tend to promote their books in
tiny sidebar boxes of the variety that have the lowest
click-through-rate in the industry. My decision about
my websites is that as I rebuild them for this last
time, every page, and I mean every page, will have a
prominent and relevant ad referring the reader to one

of my eBooks. Read my free content — get an ad for
one of my relevant eBooks. And yes, sales numbers
indicate this is paying off.

Social Media Sites
Are Failing Authors

My real numbers show me around 4,300 fans on
Facebook, and while many of you have higher
numbers, the real measurement here is involvement
and responses to content. Facebook no longer
shows your post to everybody who likes you, just
as you don’t see every post from all of your friends.
If you’re like me, you have “friends” you never see,
and the value of each like or friend has diminished
accordingly. At best, at my most engaging content, I
can barely break the 50% of my readership number.
On average, I see 30% (give or take 5%) with
occasional posts down to 20%. At best then, the cost
for me to acquire a reader-fan is now 50% higher
than it used to be and I measure cost by the number
of hours I have to spend in order to attract a reader.
Facebook may indeed not be the most efficient way
any more and other social media sites are not any
better in my opinion.
Facebook will allow you to boost your coverage
for a price, so you get to pay for the privilege of
sending a post to people who have indicated they
want to hear from you. It had better be a great call
to action sales post, is all I can say, in order to make
money on it.
Those who have primary delivery systems on
social media sites are at the mercy of those social
media sites. Remember, you are either producing
content or you are the content, and from Facebook’s
point of view, you are the content. It’s the same on
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G+ but at least there, once you authenticate your
blog, you are likely to get some search engine love.
More on this in future posts.

Two Other Options
For Writers

my work is no exception. As a storyteller and
communicator in the gardening genre, I’ve been
ignoring critical aspects of my own craft. It is indeed
something to add to my reinvention as I move
forward because moving forward is non-negotiable in
today’s market.

Doug Green, a GWA Award of Excellence for
Writing winner and 25-year nursery veteran, writes
for his own websites, now one of the largest on the
Net, delivering a variety of content. Doug’s aim is to
be independently wealthy as a garden writer and help
beginning gardeners.

Combine Facebook loss of value with the rise of
reader-specific sites such as Goodreads or Wattpad.
The value of a network is there. It has passed a
critical size to make it useful, but the entire genre of
garden writing is almost absent from both. This could
be a terrific opportunity for writers if the site culture is
learned and used.
For example, It would an amazing opportunity
for a co-op of garden writers to establish a group
within Goodreads to help readers. Answering reader
questions from those who buy gardening books on a
dedicated book site is a no-brainer. Wattpad is almost
devoid of gardening content, and if you can find any
gardening book other than “The Secret Garden” on
the first bunch of pages, you’re better than I. This
could, again, be an opportunity for individual writers.

Fiction Writing Taught
Me About Storytelling

The last thing I have space to share with you is what
I’m learning about storytelling in the fiction world. All
successful books and movies have a clear structure,
an introductory section where the backstory is told
and a hook is set; a rising section where the hero
gets the short end of the stick; a third section where
the hero turns into a winner; and a final section in
which the hero wins through. These sections and the
nature of the conflict in which the hero finds him or
herself, is a clear pattern in all great work, whether it
be a short story, an epic novel or block-buster movie.
But the pattern appears to be almost entirely
missing in garden writing. And to my own chagrin,

Application
Deadline:
December 2, 2013
Scholarships are available for all juniors and seniors
majoring in horticulture, plant science or journalism in
the Spring term 2014 with an interest in garden writing
and/or garden photography.
Share this information with students in your area.
Visit our website to download the application and
guidelines.
Visit: http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=gwafoundation/student_scholarships.html

Recipients will be announced by December 20, 2013.
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Executive Director’s Report
As the final stages of the
Québec City symposium
wind down (bill payments,
evaluation forms, thank
you notes), we are already
prepping for the 2014
symposium in Pittsburgh.
Audio recordings will soon
be released for those of
you who want to review
sessions you attended or
hear presentations you missed. Look for an e-blast and
Clippings link in the coming week.
Preliminary information on the Pittsburgh meeting
next Aug. 8-11 is posted on the GWA website now.
Take a few minutes to review our welcome page and
mark your calendars to attend. The Local Arrangements
Committee headed by Denise Schreiber, is actively
reviewing story tour opportunities to show off as much
of the Pittsburgh gardening community as we can see
in the limited time available. Don’t forget to join our
symposium Facebook page GWA 2014 Pittsburgh.
This year’s program committee is headed by Kirk
Brown, GWA’s new Vice President. Kirk has already
prepared the official Call for Presentations that will be
open from now through mid-December. If you have
a program proposal you want to submit for the 2014
symposium, visit the GWA symposium website.

Reaching Out
One of our main objectives this year, and moving
forward, is a concerted effort to reach out to other
organizations for cooperative ventures. Outreach efforts
are designed to expand GWA’s identity, influence,
membership and member opportunities by educating
other Green Industry sectors on the benefits of using
professional garden communicators to expand their
business opportunities.
We recently completed a cooperative program

with the Garden Bloggers Conference in Atlanta. The
event was very helpful in exposing new bloggers to
GWA and what our membership has to offer in terms of
professional and supplier contacts and resources.
Our trial program with Mediabistro provides an
opportunity for members to participate in more than
50 professional training programs at a significant cost
discount. It also provides GWA the opportunity to see
what members like in terms of training programs we
hope to launch in early 2014.
Generating job opportunities for the gardening
communications profession is also a prime objective
for the association. With that in mind, the GWA will be
participating in several Green Industry trade shows
in order to educate industry on how GWA members
can help them communicate with the rapidly changing
marketplace.
The garden industry is slow in adapting to the
concept that the future can no longer be built on the
needs and values of the Baby Boomers (consumers
~55+) and that Gen X (consumers ~33-54) are fewer
in number, have different values and have a different
approach to how they gather and act on information.
And that is not even considering the gaps between
Gen X and the much larger Gen Y population (consumers ~14-32), which is even more different and
the topic of another discussion at a different time.
Kirk Brown has an interesting article on GWA
sustainability on the first page of this issue, and these
are the types of challenges GWA is addressing on
behalf of the profession at large.

Education Goal
Our outreach and partnering efforts are part of a
bigger plan to develop GWA’s own, specialized
education program. We hope member participation in
cooperative events will signal specific directions our
own programming will take, and while an exploding
number of media channels have their own peculiar roles
page 6

in the future of gardening communications, it still may all
come down to one clear fact that every idea, concept,
thought or message begins with some creative impulse
being converted/translated/captured into words and/or
images.
As usual, it is an exciting time to be part of the
journey that is GWA, and we invite you all to come
along.

Robert C. LaGasse
Executive Director

Garden Tours To Be
Featured in December
Members who are
leading or sponsoring a garden
tour in 2014, will
have the opportunity to announce
these tours in the
December 2013
Quill & Trowel
newsletter. Let
other GWA members know what exciting plans are
in store for them. Forward information and photos to
Carol Ledbetter (editor@gardenwriters.org).

— Submission deadline: Nov. 15 —
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MINI USA & Miracle-Gro Partner to Promote
A Bigger Vehicle & Support Plant A Row

Winnebago County PAR
By Meghan Bowe

The Winnebago County (Rockford, Ill.) Master
Gardener volunteers have been successfully
promoting PAR for more than 10 years. This past
spring, they organized an outstanding project for their
local Plant a Row for the Hungry program.
The program is called “A Plant for a Promise.”
The program involved growing a variety of
vegetables from seed and transplanting them into

Univ. of Illinois Extension Master Gardeners Kathy Justis (left)
and Mary Thiesing (right) distributed plants at a local plant
nursery as part of an initiative to educate the public about
Plant a Row for the Hungry in the greater Rockford, Ill., area.

What happens when MINI Cooper partners with
Miracle-Gro? They grow something greater!
Introducing, the new MINI Countryman, a “MINI
Miracle.”
Miracle-Gro and Mini USA have partnered to
promote a creative, guerilla marketing campaign
launching the new, larger version of the MINI Cooper,
the MINI Countryman. In addition to 25 roadside
billboards in 11 markets, MINI USA created a
“MINIMiracle” display, which will appear at various
events and locations across the country.
Support a greater cause with the #MINIMiracle.
Between Sept. 1 and Oct. 31, take a picture of
the #MINIMiracle display or Miracle-Gro wrapped
MINI Cooper, and post the image to Instagram and
Twitter utilizing the #MINIMiracle hashtag.
Three MINI Countryman cars wrapped to inspire
the “love of gardening” took to the streets starting
Sept. 16 in the Miami, Fl.; Los Angeles, Calif.; and
Columbus, Ohio, markets. Brand ambassadors and
street teams will make appearances with the MINI
Miracle-Gro cars to encourage consumers to show
some gardening love and raise money for a great
cause.
For every tracked hashtag, Miracle-Gro
will donate $1 (up to $50,000) to the Plant
a Row for the Hungry program.

Follow the #MINIMiracle campaign by
visiting the Miracle-Gro Facebook page.

individual containers for a plant give-away. The
event happened in mid-May, in time to capture
local gardeners who were preparing their vegetable
gardens. Master Gardeners distributed a vegetable
plant and PAR information at five garden centers,
with a promise from the recipient to give some of the
produce back to the PAR program.
More than 350 plants were distributed to home
growers who were happy to have them. For many,

this was the first time they had heard about the PAR
program. Of course, we aren’t able to track what
happened to those plants, but feel the effort was well
worth it. The Rockford, Ill., community has been hard
struck by the downturn in the economy and there
are many people in need of assistance. We have
become great partners to our local food pantries and
the clients they serve. We would encourage others to
consider “A Plant for a Promise,” too!
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GWA Workshop

GWA Connect Meetings

Solopreneur Workshop

The following Connect meetings are scheduled for 2013. Additional information will be posted
online at www.gardenwriters.org and in future issues of the Quill & Trowel newsletter.

...how to have the career you want
Wed., Nov. 6

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

New York Botanical Garden
Manhattan Campus
20 W. 44th St., 3rd floor
New York, NY 10036
Registration fee:
GWA members
ASJA members
Non-members

By Oct. 21
$65/person
$65/person
$90/person

Cancellation deadline: Oct. 21, 2013

In this powerful, hands-on
workshop you will:
• Create a clear, concrete, and FOCUSED strategy
to grow your business.
• Learn to have confident sales and marketing conversations that sound like YOU! No more canned
scripts or struggling to say the ‘right thing’ all the
time.
• Make empowering decisions about how you can
position yourself as THE expert in your field, and
monetize that expertise.
• Discover how to turn these powerful decisions
and strategies into lasting transformations for your
business.

Contact: Ellen Zachos (ez@acmeplant.com)
212.517.9235 (land) or 917.805.5385 (cell)
Solopreneur Workshop

Region 5
Sat., Nov. 2

Closest airport: Houston Intercontinental.
Lodging options: www.visitbrenhamtexas.com
Contact: Bill Adams by Oct. 28
(wd4adams@reagan.com, 979.421.0304)

Independence, TX
Region V welcomes all members to its first GWA
Connect meeting! Meet at 9:00 a.m. Nov. 2, for
a photo shoot at the 25th annual Fall Festival
of Roses at the Antique Rose Emporium near
Brenham, Texas. The photo shoot will be followed by
a welcome and brief orientation by proprietor Mike
Shoup. (Continental breakfast provided.) We also
plan to have a short meeting and there will be no
registration fee.
If you arrive Friday, come on out to the Antique
Rose Emporium for the free lectures:
• 11:00 a.m. — Glenn Schroeter, “Propagation:
Getting to the Root of the Matter”
• 1:00 p.m. — Judy Barrett, “Yes You Can Grow Roses”
• 2:30 p.m. — Linda Lehmusvirta, “Psycho Lighting”
Saturday after the photo shoot:
• 11:00 a.m. — Greg Grant, “Lessons from
Grandma’s Garden”
• 1:00 p.m. — Pam Penick, “Lawn Gone” or how
to transition from a high maintenance lawn to natural
landscaping
• 2:30 p.m. — Chris Wiesinger “This Bulb’s for
You” • 4:00 p.m. — Felder Rushing, “Fearless
Gardening 101.”
There’s a social at 5:00 p.m. and more beautiful
roses to see by evening light.
page 8

Region 7
Thurs., Oct. 24 — 10:30 a.m.
Toronto Congress Center
Toronto, Ontario, Canada

Join fellow Region VII GWA members at Landscape
Ontario’s EXPO 2013. Take advantage of this
opportunity to network and check out the latest
garden/landscape products.
The agenda includes an update and feedback on
Canada Blooms; a presentation by Rodger Tschanz
(Trial Garden Manager, Univ. of Guelph); and a visit
to the new product showcase.
Coffee, tea and snacks will be served, courtesy
of EXPO 2013. GWA members have complimentary
access to EXPO 2013 and all free educational
events. (Note: You must register, and pay, for ticketed
events. Visit www.loexpo.ca)
RSVP: Ken Brown by Mon., Oct. 7.
		(kcbrown@sympatico.ca)
		
quill & Trowel newsletter

No. 5

OCTOBER 2013

Photographer’s Corner
In Praise of Big Cameras
By Mark Turner

A talented photographer can make great images
with any camera. As far as the art of the image is
concerned, it doesn’t matter much whether it’s a
phone camera (see last issue), a pinhole camera, a
digital single lens reflex (DSLR), or a view camera.
They’re all tools in the hands of an artist.
But just as a painter may choose different
brushes and paints for different pieces of art, a
photographer chooses which camera and lenses to
use based on the desired end result. If the photo is
going to be a quick note to share on social media or
a blog, then a camera phone or small pocket camera

1

2

may be the right choice. If it’s going to be a magazine
cover, inside spread or an advertisement then, a
DSLR or another high-quality camera will be called
for.
What makes a DSLR better than a phone or
pocket camera? Technical quality, creative choices
and control over the image-making process are all
better with bigger cameras.

Technical Quality

In the digital realm, a bigger sensor equals higher
quality. It’s not just that you can cram more lightsensitive photoreceptors onto a bigger sensor. More

3

importantly, each individual pixel is bigger. That
means each one gets hit by more photons, the signal
off the chip doesn’t have to be amplified as much,
and as a result, there’s a better signal to noise ratio.
In less technical terms, lower noise means a cleanerlooking image without random colored speckles in
the darker parts of the photo.
Yes, post-processing software like Adobe
Lightroom includes noise reduction tools, but that
tends to soften the image a little bit. So getting a
cleaner capture up front is better. That bigger sensor
also means you can shoot in lower light with a higher
ISO setting and still have a relatively low-noise
image.
Lenses for bigger cameras tend to be better, too.
They’re generally sharper and have fewer aberrations
like color fringing at the corners. The trade-off is that
they’re bigger, heavier and more expensive.

Creative Choices

(1) Uncommon yellow form of naked broomrape, photographed with a Canon TS-E 90mm tilt-shift lens at the Siskiyou Field Institute
near Selma, Ore. The tilt-shift lens allowed me to place the plane of focus on both the blossoms and the stems while controlling
what was in the background. (2) Two Ceanothus species about 10 years after a forest fire near Weaverville, Calif., photographed
with a70-200mm lens at 180mm. The long lens allowed me to frame the scene from the roadside and also compressed the distance.
(3) Lady fern and Japanese maples around a pond at the Washington Park Arboretum in Seattle, photographed with a 16-35mm
ultra-wide angle lens at its widest setting. The original files for all of these photos are 3328x4992 pixels and were made with a
Canon 1Ds Mark II camera.
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Single lens reflex cameras, as well as even
larger medium format and view cameras, have
interchangeable lenses. They range from fisheye
to extreme telephoto, for nearly limitless creative
choices. You can choose just the right lens for each
photograph. Even if you do most of your photography
with a single lens, just knowing that more choices
are available can free up your creativity. You can
rent a specialty lens, such as a tilt-shift or extreme
telephoto, when you need it or just to try it out and
see what it’s capable of.
Continued on page 10
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Those individual lenses have a much wider
range of apertures than the lenses on pocket
cameras. That translates into being able to choose
how much depth of field you want. Need extreme
contrast between a sharp subject and a soft
background? Set the aperture to f/2.8 (or even f/1.4
with a few lenses). Want everything sharp from front
to back? Set it to f/22. You don’t have that range of
choices with a pocket camera.
While it’s not so applicable to garden photography, DSLRs also have better focus tracking on
moving objects and faster continuous shooting. I was
happy to have those tools when I photographed a
young lady riding her horse earlier this month.

Conclusion

While I like the addictive ability to whip out my
phone camera and dash off an image, or go for
a hike or garden visit with my very good pocket
camera, when it comes to doing the real work of
garden photography, I always reach for my DSLR.
The advantages of higher technical quality, more
creative choices and easier control far outweigh the
increased heft and size. My magazine and book
editor customers prefer the image files from my big
camera, too. That’s a real bottom-line factor that

directly affects my income from photography. Most of
the time, the advantages of a big camera outweigh
the disadvantages: larger size, greater weight, longer
learning curve, and considerably more expensive to
purchase.
Mark Turner photographs gardens in the Pacific
Northwest and around the country for books
and magazines. He operates a portrait studio in
Bellingham, Wash., and leads photography classes
and workshops.

We believe trees have stories to tell.
They announce spring with a burst
of color and dazzle the landscape
in autumn. They enhance our
communities and bear witness to
the moments in our lives, both the
exceptional and the ordinary.

Control

Bigger cameras, DSLRs in particular, give you more
choices over how you control the image-making
process. You can often customize the way the
camera works. You can almost always capture raw
files, rather than depending on the camera’s software
to convert them to JPEGs. Individual control buttons,
knobs and dials are usually bigger, which means
you’re less likely to hit the wrong one accidentally.
You can use a remote release. The list goes on.
I also find it easier to aim a physically larger
camera, whether hand holding or on a tripod. It tends
to stay where I put it much better than a smaller
camera that seems to wander around in my hands.
Another control advantage of DSLRs is having a
real optical viewfinder that shows almost exactly what
will be included in the frame. It just feels more natural
to place my eye to the viewfinder to frame a shot.
In bright sunshine, it’s nearly impossible to view the
display on the back of a camera, which makes a true
viewfinder even more important.

Davey supports those who serve to
cultivate plants, green spaces and
their memories to enhance our
neighborhoods—and our world.

www.davey.com
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Purple Loosestrife
As Seen in Québec

Closing of Minter Gardens
By Brian Minter

It’s been a great run, but after 33 years of growing
into one of the truly great gardens in this world, Minter
Gardens is closing in mid-October. Why close?
Most public gardens are seasonal operations
and, as a rule, need some form of subsidy. Minter
Gardens has evolved and changed with the times,
but as a six-month outdoor, weather-dependent
venue, it is challenging to keep a positive bottom line.
Our destination garden store and growing facility,
Country Garden Ltd., has been providing the shortfall
for the gardens for 33 years.
Because of the very competitive environment in
the garden retailing industry, we need to continually
re-think, re-invent and re-invest in our garden center
business to meet the changing needs, lifestyles and
demographics of our customers. It takes considerable
resources on an ongoing basis to accomplish that. In
addition, succession planning in a family business is
essential for transitioning into the future.
Our two daughters have been instrumental
in the growth of the company since they were
youngsters, and both are business graduates.
They need to make decisions about their future
and the prospects of the company. Their insights
and business skills led them to the conclusion that
a successful future lay in the re-invention of our
destination garden store.
Closing Minter Gardens has presented many
challenges. We are dealing with the impact on our
wonderful staff and on the many people who have
had a close connection with the gardens. Other
sensitive issues have been pre-booked weddings,
long-term relationships with tour companies, the
staging of special events, the relocation of memorial

By Larry Hodgson

benches, as well as the future of the garden’s
rare collection of Penjing rock bonsai. It has been
quite something. On the other hand, the depth of
understanding and support has been overwhelming.
The number of letters, cards and emails from so
many folks from all walks of life, telling us about their
special connection to the gardens, what it has meant
to them and thanking us for making those memories
possible, has been heart warming.
We’ve enjoyed welcoming millions of visitors
from all over the world, including Malcolm Forbes of
Forbes magazine fame; Rick Hansen on his world
tour; and the world-renowned gardener Christopher
Lloyd from Great Dixter. Our daughter Erin is sure
she saw Rowan Atkinson (better known as Mr.
Bean). We are also pleased that, over the years,
the gardens have been host to many important
fundraising events and high-profile political and
national announcements.
According to so many writers and communicators, the gardens have taken their place among
some of the very best in the world. Many, many
people deserve great credit for their hard work,
dedication, vision and artistic talents. We are very
proud of and grateful to each of them.
As to the future of the gardens … our hope is
someone or group will take over the gardens and
keep it growing. As for now, at the end of our regular
season Oct. 14, we are simply closing, but we will
continue to maintain the grounds. Our family will now
concentrate fully on our destination garden store
in Chilliwack, focusing on how we can inspire new
generations to engage in the amazing world of plants
and experience the joy of gardening.
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A number of members who
attended the GWA Annual
Symposium in Québec City
were surprised to see purple
loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria)
in so many public and private
gardens. Considering that
it has been banned as a
noxious weed in most states
in the U.S., that must have
seemed startling.
The truth is purple
loosestrife was never banned in Québec, nor were
any serious eradication campaigns ever undertaken.
Gardeners were never even warned not to plant
it. That is partly because, as awareness of the
invasive nature of the Eurasian immigrant began to
dawn in the late 1980s, the plant was so thoroughly
naturalized throughout the province, it was too late to
stop it. Furthermore, the Québec government studies
done at the time, as well as studies done since then,
did not show, contrary to some American studies, that
purple loosestrife was doing any ecological damage;
it had simply mixed in with the local flora and fauna.
So not only was purple loosestrife never
banned, it has remained widely available in nurseries
throughout the province and is a popular, longblooming garden plant. Oddly enough, for reasons
unknown, purple loosestrife has been in decline in
the province for more than 30 years, long before the
first predatory insects were introduced to control it in
the U.S. and other Canadian provinces. The reason
for the decline is unknown.
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Region 1
Kim Eierman will teach “Healthy Ecosystem
Gardening” at the New York Botanical Garden
Oct.15. She will present “Selling Ecological
Landscapes: Getting Clients on Board” at the
Ecological Landscaping Association Nov. 5.
Nov. 18 she will present “Great Native Trees for
Small Spaces” to the Ho-Ho-Kus Garden Club
and Dec. 13 she will present at the Westchester
County Sustainability Conference: “EcoBeneficial
Landscaping: Because Sustainable Isn’t Enough.”
Kathy Connolly will present “Sowing the
Seeds of Next Year’s Wildflower Gardens” Oct. 16
at 7:00 p.m. at the Cheshire Public Library, Cheshire,
Conn. Fall is a great time to plant and our choices
are many. Participants will learn about bed
preparation and overwintering seed, as well as
tips for buying nursery stock. Handouts include
plant and resource lists, including deer-resistant
natives. (Kathy@SpeakingofLandscapes.com)
Lynn Karlin is currently exhibiting her fine art
photographs of vegetable portraits at The James
Beard House in New York City. “The Pedestal Series:

Natural Beauties” will on display through Oct. 31
at the Greenhouse Gallery. (Information: http://www.
jamesbeard.org/events/greenhouse-gallery-3 or call
212.675.4984)
Thursdays through Sundays from Nov. 7
through Nov. 24, the Design House International
Showhouse at Hempstead House in Sands Point,
N.Y., will be open to the public and will feature
an indoor winter garden room designed by Julie
Moir Messervy and her firm JMMDS in honor of
Yo-Yo Ma.
Sign up by Nov. 20 for Rich Pomerantz’s
next photography tour to Cuba, a “people-to-people”
trip licensed by the U.S. State Department. Among
other treats, participants will be visiting one of
Havana’s famous sustainable urban farms. Travel
dates are Jan. 25 through Feb. 2. Contact: Rich
at rich@richpomerantz.com)
Charlie Nardozzi will present “Planting for
Pollinators” Nov. 21 at 7:00 p.m. for the North
Branch Nature Center at the Unitarian Church of
Montpelier, Vt. (Contact: Charlie at 802.825.1677 or
CharlieNardozzi.com) Learn about the best ways to
attract and support pollinators in your landscape by
planting the right plants. We’ll cover a variety of trees,
shrubs, flowers and herbs that are beneficial for
pollinators to survive and learn the best ways to grow
them.
—Rich Pomerantz
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Region 2
Marta McDowell will present programs related to
her upcoming book, Beatrix Potter’s Gardening Life,
at the following locations: N.J. Garden Clubs Study
School, New Brunswick, N.J., Oct. 8-9,
9:00 a.m. (http://njclubs.esiteasp.com/gcnj/
gardening_study_school.nxg), Cross Estate
Gardens, Bernardsville, N.J., Oct. 24, 11:00 a.m.
(http://www.crossestategardens.org/Events.htm),
Rare Find Nursery, Nov. 2, 11:00 a.m. (http://www.
rarefindnursery.com/index.cfm/action/productdetail/
product_id/5603.htm)
Oct. 17, 9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m., the Delaware
Center for Horticulture will have an up-close,
stimulating, consciousness-raising one-day tour in
nearby Southeast Pennsylvania. The Sustainable
Sites day trip will feature an inside look at Dansko’s
headquarters, the garden of landscape architect and
environmental educator Margot Taylor, and North
Creek Nurseries. (TheDCH.org)
Oct. 18, the annual Perennial Plant Conference will be held at the Scott Arboretum of
Continued on page 13
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Swarthmore College, 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. This
conference is co-sponsored by Chanticleer,
Longwood Gardens, the Hardy Plant Society/
Mid-Atlantic Group, the Pennsylvania Horticultural
Society, and the Scott Arboretum of Swarthmore
College. Speakers and topics this year include:
Peter Korn (learn from the wild and copy it in the
garden); Claudia West (explore the landscape’s
color spectrum and apply natural color theory to
enhanced design); Bill Johnson (presentation,
“Insect Pollinators — Beyond the Honey Bee”); Rob
Cardillo (advice on well-designed photographs);
David Culp (how to recreate the majestic display of
his beloved Brandywine Cottage); and Darrell Probst
(new colors and varieties of Coreopsis). (Contact
Longwood Gardens at 610.388.5238 or visit
www.perennialplantconference.org)
Scott Aker reports that all Garden Writers
are invited to the groundbreaking for the new
Grass Roots exhibit at the U.S. National Arboretum
Nov. 15 at 10:00 a.m. Grass Roots will feature
14 interpretive features including a green roof, a
scaled down golf green and sports fields, a grass
rain garden, plots for agronomic grasses, and the
history of human interaction with grasses. The exhibit
is the centerpiece of a new initiative intended to
raise awareness of turfgrass, provide science-based
information for turfgrass management, and explore
avenues for future turfgrass research priorities. There
will be a groundbreaking ceremony and garden
writers are invited to join the exhibit development

team and sponsors for lunch afterward. If you would
like to join Scott for lunch, contact him at Scott.
Aker@ars.usda.gov by Nov. 7.
Pete Prown has been working at Bartram’s
Garden in southwest Philadelphia providing
photography and history-rich social media content.
Visitors can expect to enjoy guided tours of the
National Historic Landmark Bartram House and
garden, cider-pressing days, boat rides on the
Schuylkill River, and illustration classes all season
long. They can also explore the garden’s 46 acres.
Learn more at bartramsgarden.org and follow the
garden on Facebook.
Cool Springs Press has tapped George
Weigel to write a new version of the Pennsylvania
Getting Started Garden Guide that Liz Ball first
wrote in 2002. The heart of the book is profiles on
170 of the best plants for Pennsylvania gardens in
addition to regional gardening advice. The book is
due out by the end of 2014.
Derek Fell has completed four new apps for
Google Play, through Sutro Media. They are: Shade
Gardening, Water Gardening, Vegetable Gardening
and Herb Gardening, each containing 150 color
images plus text. The apps will be available Jan. 1,
2014. His first app for Google, Vertical Gardening, is
available now using Android.
Dan Benarcik and his new bride Peggy
Anne Montgomery, Doug Hall, Steve
Maurer and Sharee Solow, joined 75 others
Sept. 25 to help ring in a celebration of the 25th
anniversary of the Garden Media Group.
—Steve Maurer
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Region 3
Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp will speak about
sustainable living at the Garfield Park Master
Gardener meeting Oct. 9. She also will lead a tour
and discussion Nov. 2 at Garfield Park (Indianapolis,
Ind.) in conjunction with the 2013 National Trust for
Historic Preservation Conference to be held Oct.
29-Nov. 2 in Indianapolis. She will talk about the
park’s designer, George Kessler, and discuss plans
for the celebration of the 100th anniversary in 2016
of the Garfield Park Sunken Garden and Fountain.
Ian Adams is preparing for a photography
workshop at Holden Arboretum in Kirtland, Ohio,
on “Fall Through the Lens” (Oct. 19) and an
iPhone workshop at the National Center for Nature
Photography, Secor Park, Toledo, Ohio (Nov. 9).
K.B. Laugheed author of “The Spirit Keeper,”
will be signing books in the following locations:
Oct. 19 at The Spiral Staircase, 112 Cotton St.,
Philadelphia, Pa.; Oct. 23 at Subterranean Books,
6274 Delmar Blvd., St. Louis, Mo.; Oct. 24 at
Joseph-Beth Booksellers, 2692 Madison Rd.,
Cincinnati, Ohio; Nov. 13 at the St. Charles City/
County Library hosted by Main Street Books, 307 S.
Main St., St. Charles, Mo. (www.kblaugheed.com)
Brian Jorg, Steve Foltz and Scott Beuerlein
of the Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical Garden have
Continued on page 14
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worked to organize the garden’s Native Plant
Symposium Oct. 26. They will speak at the event
about native plants and how to best increase the
diversity and functionality in yards and gardens.
Barry Glick will also present “Woodland Wonders
from the Wild.”
Maria Zampini will speak Oct. 26 at the
Native Plant and Sustainability Conference at Phipps
Conservatory and Botanical Gardens in Pittsburgh,
Pa. She will talk on “Nativars — Blending the Best of
Both Worlds.” Additionally, Maria will be a conference
moderator for the 38th Annual IPPS Southern
Conference, Nov. 2-6 in Athens, Ga.
Melinda Myers will speak to the Boca Grande
Garden Club Nov. 6 at the Boca Grande Island
Community Center in Florida. Her presentation on
“Eco-friendly Landscaping” will include strategies for
water-wise gardening.
Mark Dwyer will present a program on Holiday
Lighting at Olbrich Botanical Gardens in Madison,
Wis., Nov. 20, 6:30 pm. – 8:30 p.m. Registration is
required by Nov. 13. (www.olbrich.org/education/
classes.cfm)
Doreen Howard recently gave a presentation
at Klehm Botanic Garden focused on her latest book,
Garden Heirlooom Favor: Yesterday’s Best-Tasting
Vegetables, Fruits, and Herbs for Today’s Cook.
Linda Nitchman is pleased to be the new
GWA National Director for Region III. She looks
forward to hearing from members in the expanded
region. Contact her at paradisegardener@hotmail.
com with suggestions, comments and ideas or just to
get acquainted.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
Indiana
Oct. 14: Holliday Park Nature Center, Indianapolis
– Indianapolis Hosta Society Digital
Tricks & Composition photography
program
Oct.1-31: Warsaw Biblical Gardens, Warsaw
– tour the garden filled with fall
meadow displays and grasses www.
warsawbiblicalgardens.org.
Michigan
Oct. 12: Hidden Lake Gardens, Tipton –
Winter Interest & Plant Nursery Sale,
registration required           
Oct. 12: Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture
Park – Guided Tour & Mini Seminar:
Simply Gorgeous Gardens with Kerry
Mendez of Perennially Yours; registration
required
October: Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture
Park – Chrysanthemums & More
exhibition
Ohio
Oct. 8:

Seacrest Arboretum – American
Specialty Cut Flower Growers From
Seed to Sale Workshop; full day event;
registration required
Oct. 12: Cleveland Botanical Garden - Western
Reserve Herb Society Herb Fair

Region 4
What a wonderful summer it has been in Region
IV with ample rain and cooler temperatures. Our
gardens have grown like never before, and our
memory cards have been downloaded again and
again as we document the lush summer of 2013.
Such a summer always makes the compost pile
overflow this time of year, just like our calendars.
Aimee Coker and Plant Development
Services, Inc. remind us that another PDSI
colleague, Buddy Lee, will speak at the Gulf Coast
Camellia Society Annual Meeting in Spanish Fort,
Ala., Oct. 15. (www.gulfcoastcamellias.org) Buddy
Lee will also do a presentation on the Encore Azaleas
at Magnolia Plantation and Gardens in Charleston,
S.C., Nov. 9. (www.magnoliaplantation.com)
Brent Heath will present “Bulbs as Companion Plants” to the Thoroughgood Garden Club
in Virginia Beach Oct. 19. He will share his
passion for “Undaunted Daffodils” with the Northeast
North Carolina Daffodil Society in Currituck, N.C.,
Oct. 26. He travels to Alexandria, Va., to Green
Spring Gardens Nov. 2 to share techniques about
“Living Flower Arrangements” followed by a handson workshop. Then Nov. 13, Brent will show the
Continued on page 15

—Linda Nitchman and Christine Kelleher
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members of the Tuckahoe Garden Club how to
combine bulbs, perennials, annuals, biennials,
flowering trees and shrubs with his presentation,
“Bulbs as Companion Plants.”
Anne Krelkelberg invites members to join the
fun at “LET’S GROW!” - A Celebration of Gardens
& Holidays, Nov. 2, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the
University of Memphis TIGUrS Demonstration
Garden. (Presented by the Memphis Area Master
Gardeners and University of Memphis.) Winter
gardening demonstrations, containers for small
areas, holiday crafts for children and adults, wreath
making, fairy garden demonstrations, hoop houses,
raised beds, food, music and more. At the TIGUrS
Demonstration Garden on the University of Memphis
campus, Zack Curlin Rd. (between Central and
Walker, Memphis). (Contact: 901.752.1207;
www.memphisareamastergardeners.org;
www.facebook.com/tigursurbangarden)
In September, Linda Cobb held a fundraiser
for Great Dixter, a center of learning in southern
England, and Spartanburg Community College
(Spartanburg, S.C). The speakers were Fergus
Garrett and Aaron Bertelsen, both from Great Dixter.
The day before, 30 VIPs toured the extensive
campus gardens at SCC. Lunch was held in the
garden, followed by an open forum discussion
between Fergus Garrett and the 60 students from the
SCC Horticulture School. This was a chance to share
information between two gardening cultures. The
three lectures, held the following day, were about

Front row (l to r):
Fergus Garrett
and Linda Cobb,
Back row (l to r):
Aaron Bertelsen
and SCC School
of Horticulture
teachers Jay Moore,
Jason Bagwell and
Kevin Parris.

“Good Plantings,” “Succession Gardening (extending
the season),” and “Life In A Fifteenth Century Manor
House.” More than 300 people were in attendance.
Money was raised to educate a gardener at Great
Dixter for one year, as well as funds for different
programs at SCC Department of Horticulture.
—Linda Askey

Region 5
Greetings everyone! My name is William D. (Bill)
Adams and I’ve served a number of years as a
Regional Director for Region IV. You may remember
my background from the election info, but here are
a few other tidbits. I served as a County Extension
Agent-Horticulture in Harris County (Houston, Texas)

page 15

for 31 years where I was involved with writing,
radio and TV, but thus far I haven’t embraced social
media much other than a few guest blogs. I’m an avid
gardener with a large kitchen garden, small orchard
and flower beds. I currently write a regular column for
Neil Sperry’s Gardens magazine, have a relatively
new tomato book out (The Texas Tomato Lover’s
Handbook, Texas A & M University Press). I have
a lovely wife Debbi (and my personal editor), three
daughters, seven grandchildren and two rescue dogs.
Contact Bill (wd4adams@reagan.com, 979.421.0304)
with ideas to bring together members in Region V.
Oct. 10, Ann McCormick will speak to
the Louisiana Master Gardeners at their annual
convention in Shreveport. Her morning talk will be
“Why Is My Cilantro Dead? and Other Questions
People Ask About Herbs.” In the afternoon she will
present “Seasoning the Melting Pot,” a look at the
use of herbs from the first New World settlers to the
present.
Beth Clark, Regional Director, has come
up with a great opportunity for us to learn from a
host of speakers and get to know each other better
at the Antique Rose Emporium’s Fall Seminar in
Independence, Texas, Nov. 2. See more information
on page 8.
Jennifer Ebeling will interview the following
guests on “Still Growing” … a weekly gardening
podcast: Deborah Madison (author of Vegetable
Continued on page 16

quill & Trowel newsletter

No. 5

OCTOBER 2013

Regional News & Notes
Continued from page 16

Literacy); Tovah Martin (author of The
Unexpected Houseplant); Ros Creasy (author
of Edible Landscaping); Joel Karsten (author of
Straw Bale Gardening); Scott Skogerboe (expert
arboriculturist with a passion for fruiting trees); Jenny
Breen (author of Cooking Up the Good Life); Noel
Valdes (“Mr. Cobrahead”); Sarah Griffin-Boubacar
(Peaceful Valley Farm & Garden Supply — cover
crops and growing organic garlic and shallots); Linnia
Geiger (Garden Girl USA) and Michael Marriott
(David Austin Roses). The Still Growing podcast is
available on iTunes, Stitcher Radio and other fine
podcast directories. Show notes for each episode
are available at 6ftmama.com under the Still Growing
Garden Pocast tab in the top menu.
—Bill Adams

Region 6
Join Paula Panich Nov. 15-17 for Walking Santa
Fe: A Writing (and Eating!) Workshop. The workshop

is based on the sights, smells, taste and spirit of
Santa Fe, N.M. (http://bit.ly/17xDl27)
Dan Heims, Terra Nova Nurseries, announced
this month the next phase of his company’s longstanding heucherella breeding program, with the
introduction of six new rust-resistant varieties. These
new cultivars add to the company’s well-established
heucherella breeding program. (For more information
about the company’s rust-resistant heucherellas, visit
www.terranovanurseries.com.)
Nan Sterman’s new TV show, “A Growing
Passion,” is in production for its second season, to
air on KPBS public television in San Diego. Episodes
are also available online, 24/7 on the national PBS
website. Access those shows via AGrowingPassion.
com or video.kpbs.org/program/growing-passion.
Now that she has “retired” from serving as GWA
President, Debra Prinzing is pleased to announce
three new projects: the launch of the “Slow Flowers
with Debra Prinzing” Podcast, available for free
download on iTunes or at www.debraprinzing.com;
the launch of www.slowflowers.com, a nationwide
online directory of florists, shops and studios that
design with American-grown flowers; and her
appointment as Senior Floral Advisor to the San
Francisco Flower & Garden Show, Mar. 19-23,
2014 (www.sfgardenshow.com).
—Nan Sterman
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Region 7
Mark your calendars: Regional Director Ken
Brown is organizing a GWA Connect meeting at the
Landscape Ontario’s Garden & Floral Expo Show
Oct. 24. Information is listed on page 8.
Steven Biggs will speak about “Edibles in the
Urban Landscape” for the Bond Head and District
Horticultural Society Oct. 24, in Bradford, Ontario.
(http://www.gardenontario.org/site.php/bondhead/about)
Donna Balzer is excited to launch her first ever
river cruise through the gardens of Holland aboard the
brand new AmaSonata ship (spring 2014). Special
garden excursions to Keukenhof (over seven million
tulips) and Het Loo (“the Versailles of Holland”). Bikes
are on-board for our use as desired. Call Donna
(403.827.6390) or Bob (604.245.0039) or see www.
gardenguru.net for full itinerary.
Donna Dawson has just returned from trips
to Singapore and Australia to prepare for tours
in 2015. All tours for 2014 are now up at www.
gardeningtours.com with Turkey and Ireland,
including the huge WAFA show, each with just a few
spots left. Garden inspired tours are also planned to
India, Turkey, Israel, Chelsea, Ireland, Bulgaria and
South Africa.
—Donna Balzer
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GWA Pittsburgh 2014
By Denise Schreiber

As a born and bred Pittsburgher, I have heard all the
negative comments about Pittsburgh. I can tell you
that almost none of it is true. We are a crazy sports
city that bleeds black and gold, but we are so much
more than that.

Region 3

Photo courtesy of Jeff Greenberg, VisitPittsburgh

Region III Meets at IGC
By Linda Nitchman

Brent Heath (shown right),
Brent & Becky’s Bulbs, headlined
a GWA regional meeting at the
Independent Garden Center
(IGC) Trade Show at Chicago’s
Navy Pier. His presentation
featured inspiring images to
illustrate how bulbs create an
“orgy” of color and texture in the
garden when inter-planted with
other perennials, annuals,
trees and shrubs. The longtime
plantsman and bulb hybridizer shared insider
tips, winning combinations and planting tricks. The
group learned, for example, that this is a good year to
buy Tete-A-Tete daffodils because there is a glut on
the market. Brent and his wife and business partner,
Becky Heath, operate their retail/wholesale and
mail order bulb business in Gloucester, Va.
Becky, who is also the newly elected GWA
Treasurer, and Melinda Myers, retiring Region
V National Director, shared information about
GWA’s new educational initiatives and partnerships.
Newly elected Region III National Director Linda

Becky Heath, newly elected GWA Treasurer, tells the group
about new educational initiatives GWA is pursuing.

Nitchman conducted a business meeting that
addressed regional realignments and possible sites
for future Region III meetings within the expanded
region. She emphasized that although a particular
region hosts a meeting, members from all regions
are welcome to attend.
The next meeting hosted by Region III is planned
for the Chicago Flower and Garden Show at Navy
Pier in March. Watch for email announcements of
details. Contact Linda (paradisegardener@hotmail.
com) if you have suggestions for future meeting
sites within Region III.
A door prize drawing for garden tools, products
and plants followed by a Chicago-style pizza
party concluded the meeting. Many thanks to our
sponsors: the IGC show, Ball Horticultural Co.,
Dramm Corp., Encore Azaleas, Proven
Winners, Pure Elements Organics and Southern
Living Plant Collections.
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We have world-class museums including the
Hunt Institute for Botanic Illustration. We’ve cleaned
up our rivers, so much so that bald eagles now make
their homes along our riverbanks for fishing with their
young. Peregrine Falcons roost in our skyscrapers
feeding on pigeons and other delicacies. We’ve
hosted the Bassmasters tournaments. Our three
rivers — Allegheny, Monongahela and Ohio — also
known as the Point because they all meet at Point
State Park, are the “Gateway to the West” and the
beginning point for the Lewis and Clark Expedition.
In the past, Pittsburgh was known for its many
steel mills, but there are only a few left, and this is
now a city of high tech and groundbreaking medical
breakthroughs. Yes, we have four seasons, and
Continued on page 18
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GWA Pittsburgh cont’d
Continued from page 17

Corona MAX Giveaway
Garden Writers are invited to enter the Corona
MAX Giveaway. The Grand Prize, valued at more
than $300, is a choice between the EasyLifter
Wheelbarrow or three All-Steel Shovels; the Second
Prize Package is a set of Corona Pro Cut Pruning
Tools (Bypass Pruner and Lopper), and the Third
Prize Package is the Corona 7” Folding QuickSaw
and the Corona Convertible Pruner + Lopper.
Enter once online per person per address for
entries submitted at:
http://info.coronatoolsusa.com/ct-pro-giveaway
through Oct. 31 at 11:59 PST. Winners will be
announced Nov. 15.

Garden Media Releases
Garden Trends Report
The 2014 annual consumer
trends report by Garden
Media Group, identifies
several major shifts in
the marketplace and 12
trends that will impact
gardening habits in 2014
and beyond. According to
the 2014 Garden Trends
Report, consumers are spending more leisure time
outdoors and not only “decorating” their homes, but
their gardens as well. People are beginning to truly
understand the relationship between gardening and
connecting with nature – and how this can lead to
a fully satisfied, purposeful life. The complete 2014
Garden Media Trends report is available for free
download.

Hydrangeas 101 From
Proven Winners® ColorChoice®
The Proven Winners feedback site gets more
questions about hydrangeas than any other plant,
so it made sense to include a hydrangea session at
last month’s Grand Garden Show. Here is a copy of
the handout distributed to the 500 people who came
to Mackinac Island to learn about Proven Winners
plants. Contact: Shannon Springer (800.633.8859
ext. 1201; Shannon@springmeadownursery.com)

2013 American Garden
Award Winners

All-America Selections/National Garden Bureau
announced the three winners of the 2013 American
Garden Awards. (http://americangardenaward.com/)
• Grand Prize Winner: Verbena
‘Lanai® Candy Cane’ by Syngenta
Flowers — Offers a truly unique flower
pattern which commands curbside
attention.
• Second Place Winner: Zinnia
‘Zahara™ Cherry’ by
PanAmerican Seed — Grow beautiful
Zinnia ‘Zahara™ Cherry’ in both
containers and landscape beds, or just
about any other sunny location where
you want loads of bold color.
• Third Place Winner: Impatiens
‘SunPatiens® Compact Electric
Orange’ by Sakata Ornamentals —
With vibrant, deep orange blooms,
Electric Orange is a new color in the
SunPatiens® line.
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there’s something to love about each one of them.
There’s nothing more breathtaking than a spring
morning or a fall afternoon in Western Pennsylvania.
It’s so beautiful it makes your heart cry.
We’re the 8th greenest city in the United States.
Our convention center is Gold LEED certified in new
construction and Platinum in existing construction.
We have more than 50,000 acres of green space
within the metropolitan Pittsburgh region including
a four-acre state park in the middle of downtown
Pittsburgh! The Phipps Conservatory Center’s new
Center for Sustainable Landscapes is expected
to meet or exceed the world’s three highest green
standards: The Living Building Challenge™ and
Sustainable Sites Initiative™; SITES™ certification
for landscapes; and LEED® Platinum. One of the
world’s most famous homes, Fallingwater, that was
designed by Frank Lloyd Wright, is near Pittsburgh.
This Frank Lloyd Wright masterpiece is a timeless
monument to organic architecture at its best.
We were named one of the “best places to visit”
in 2012 by National Geographic Traveler. We’ve
been named “best place to live” more than once,
most romantic city, best place to raise children, and
more. We have more bridges than Venice, Italy. You
can take a ride on a riverboat or a bike tour around
the perimeter of the city.
There’s plenty of nightlife with restaurants,
galleries, clubs and more. There’s also plenty of
daylight life, too! Visit the Strip District, home to the
famous Primanti Bros. sandwich, as well as food
purveyors who will tempt you with cheeses from
all over the world and meats that are hand cut and
cured. Visit a craft brewer or a pottery shop.
If you want panoramic views, you’ve come to
the right place. The view from Mt. Washington is so
spectacular that it was ranked second in 2003 as
“one of the most beautiful places” because of the
scenery. And we have our own language, too!
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The Insider Scoop
UpShoot LLC
represents Persian
Spire™ Columnar
Parrotia by JLPN
Inc. of Salem, Ore. It
recently was introduced
to the green industry
at the 2013 Farwest
Trade Show. Maria
Zampini announced
Maria Zampini & John Lewis
that with marketing
proudly pose with their award.
representation by
UpShoot, Persian Spire Parrotia was honored with
an Award of Merit from the New Varieties Showcase.
Inventor John Lewis says Persian Spire showed
unique foliage and distinctly upright character at an
early age.

Cynthia Brian announced the 10th Annual Be the
Star You Are!® National Essay Contest that begins
Oct. 18 to promote literacy and positive messages.
The contest is open to everyone and winners will win
dollars, books, radio interviews and publicity. Visit: http://
starstyleradio.com/Events/Entries/2013/10/18_
Win_%24100._Radip_Interviews%2C_Books_in_
Essay_Contest.html.
Tovah Martin, author of The Unexpected
Houseplant and The New Terrarium, is the 2013
recipient of the Gustav A. L. Mehlquist Award — the
Connecticut Horticultural Society’s highest honor. The
award is given to a Connecticut resident whose work
“significantly benefits the art of gardening or makes
an extraordinary contribution to horticulture.”

Congratulations to Gary Lewis of Phoenix
Perennials and Specialty Plants Ltd. in British
Columbia. Gary won the B.C. Landscape and
Nursery Association Communicator of the Year
Award for 2013 for his speaking engagements to
the gardening public and professional groups and
for the diverse outreach to his customer base and
the general public via e-newsletter, email alerts, web
page, Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest and YouTube.
His nursery offers a diverse event schedule with 30+
workshops a year and 7 special events. Gary also
makes appearances on television and radio, writes
for magazines and generates media coverage for his
nursery. In 2013 Gary brought the Perennial Plant
Association Symposium to Vancouver, an event
that featured seven days of lectures and tours for
professionals and one day of public lectures.

A special opportunity for GWA members to register for Mediabistro courses and receive a $50 discount (excluding one-hour webcasts & onsite conferences) on the price of multiple-session courses. If you
are an Avant Guild member, this discount will be in addition to the Avant Guild discount.

More than 50 different courses, from Grammar & Punctuation to Mobile Content Strategy
Some Topics of Interest:
• Create Your Own Website Using WordPress (online 6 sessions)
• Blogging: Advanced – (online 4 sessions)
• Social Media 101 – (online 5 sessions)
• SEO Advanced (online 2 sessions)

Visit www.mediabistro.com/courses/?nav=mdc for information on
the courses offered and their content, the location and cost, and
the instructors and their qualifications
Use the code GWA50 (valid Sept. 5 – Oct. 15, 2013) when you
register to receive the discount.
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Hot Off The Press
Bob Battersby,
The Gardener at
Sea & Other Tales,
Xlibris, 51 pages, perfect
bound soft cover ($15).
casebound hardcover
($24) or eBook ($3.99).
Available now. Those
of you who garden for a
hobby, whether master
or plebe, will find some
of your thoughts mirrored
in the tales and stories in
The Gardener at Sea. The
book speaks of sunsets, flowers, and scents. It supports
your efforts and lends nobility to those who strive for floral
beauty, food for the table, or fruit for the pies.
Doreen G. Howard,
Heirloom Flavor:
Yesterday’s
Best-Tasting
Vegetables, Fruits,
and Herbs for
Today’s Cook, Cool
Springs Press, 256
pages, paperback,
$14.99. Available
now. Heirloom vegetables, herbs and fruit
are back in favor as gardeners and food lovers seek
more nutritious and flavorful homegrown edibles. The
unusual varieties of heirloom seeds still available
today produce edibles that provide a mouthful of
flavor unlike anything ever experienced from hybrid
varieties. Heirloom Vegetables, Herbs and Fruits
features 18 heirloom edibles and is enriched with
beautiful full-color photographs, interesting stories
and fascinating history.

Lynn Hunt, The
Dirt Diaries
(Thirty Years in
the Garden and
Still Scratching
the Surface), Apple,

164 pages, $4.99.
Available now. Bears,
Yogi Berra, bats with
five-foot wingspans,
wildflowers that look like
a skeleton’s fingers – not
the usual topics found
in garden books. But then The Dirt Diaries isn’t your
everyday tome about gardening. Lynn Hunt presents
the best of her best on gardens and gardening,
featuring know-how and nonsense, instructive insight
and flights of fancy.

K.B. Laugheed, The
Spirit Keeper, Plume,

352 pages, $16. Available
now. On the day of a brutal
savage attack on her
frontier home, seventeenyear-old Katie is saved
from certain death by two
strange Indian men who
insist she is the subject of
a Holyman’s Vision — the
Creature of Fire and Ice
destined to bring a great gift to their people. Katie
dismisses this wild story as superstitious nonsense
but decides to play along rather than return to her
abusive family of Irish immigrants. Only then does she
discover that in order to fulfill the Holyman’s Vision,
she must first become something they call his “Spirit
Keeper,” a step that sends her on an epic journey
across a continent unknown to the Western world.
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Maria McDowell,
Beatrix Potter’s
Gardening Life: The
Plants and Places
That Inspired the
Classic Children’s
Tales, Timber Press, 340
pages, 163 color illustrations
and 42 black-and-white
photos, hardcover, $24.95.
Available now. In this
engaging and delightfully illustrated book, McDowell
takes the reader on an inspiring journey. She traces
the development and eventual blossoming of Beatrix
Potter’s life as a gardener, from her childhood interest in plants, through her realization as an artist
and author, to her final years as an estate farmer and
naturalist. Richly illustrated and filled with quotations
from her books, letters and journals.
Pete Prown, Thimble
Down: A Mystery,

CreateSpace Independent
Publishing Platform, 384
pages, $13.63/paperback,
$2.99/eBook. Available now.
Thimble Down is a country
village where death and
malice lurk the quiet lanes.
When the vile, drunken Bing
Rumple acquires a gemladen treasure, violence
begins to follow him everywhere. Where did Bing find
such a precious jewel, and worse, is someone willing
to kill to possess it? In this fast-paced adventure,
the village bookmaster, Mr. Dorro, and his young
companions Wyll Underfoot and Cheeryup Tunbridge
are in a desperate race to find the answer — before
death comes to Thimble Down.
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New Members

Helping Us Grow

Welcome to the following new members who joined the association in September 2013
Cindy Conner
Homeplace Earth, LLC
12398 Ashcake Rd.
Ashland, VA 23005
(O) 804.798.8456
(H) 804.798.8456
cconner@homeplaceearth.com
www.HomeplaceEarth.
wordpress.com
www.HomeplaceEarth.com
Matthew D’Eramo
Collette Vacations with
Royal Horticultural
Society Garden Holidays

402 Spring Water Court
Moon Township PA 15108
(O) 866.923.1751
(H) 412.670.8530
mderamo@collettevacations.
com
www.collettevacations.travel
www.collettevacations.com
Christine Froehlich
Rochester Civic Garden Ctr.
7562 - 8th St.
Sodus Point NY 14555
(O) 585-473-5130
(H) 315.483.2316

cell 315.576.6822
christinefroehlich@yahoo.com
www.rcgc.org
Elizabeth McNulty
Formerly Missouri Botanical
Garden
2614 Heger Ct.
Saint Louis MO 63110
(O) 314.580.4288
(H) 314.580.4288
epmcnulty@gmail.com
Amy Murphy
Of Gardens

22 Greylock Rd.
Wellesley MA 02481
(O) 781.416.7279
(H) 781.416.7279
ofgardens.com@gmail.com
ofgardens.com
Mary Beth Shaddix
811 Hwy. 45
Sterrett AL 35147
(O) 205.790.0198
(H) 205.790.0198
mbburner@mac.com
cookinglight.com/garden
marybethshaddix.com

GWA Exhibits at Garden Bloggers Conference in Atlanta
A group of garden bloggers gathered in Atlanta in
late September. What happens when you put 125
garden bloggers in a room together? They talk, they
tweet, they share, they critique, they listen, they take
notes, and they blog. This is exactly what happened
at the first Garden Bloggers Conference. Presented
by Digital Sherpa, Garden Writers Association was a
sponsor and exhibitor at the conference that had two
full days of sessions that explored the conference
theme – “Enriching the Gardening Community with
New Media.”
Dan Hinkley (plantsman and horticulturist) gave
a keynote address after Adam Japko (founder of
Design Bloggers Conference and founder/publisher
of the blog Wine Zag) welcomed the attendees
and thanked the sponsors. Day one presentations
explored themes of successful blogs, the business of
blogging, and digital content marketing, and ended
with a humorous and informative “rant” from Amy
Stewart (cofounder of the blog Garden Rant).

Teresa O’Connnor, Seasonal Wisdom Blog,
gave the second day keynote that was followed
with topics that covered search and analytics,
inbound marketing, online branding, and new media.
Throughout the conference Digital Sherpa met with
bloggers for a free Blog Clinic.
The Garden Writers Association was well
represented with members who attended this event.
Many new contacts were made as well.
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The following members have been credited with
recruiting a new member in 2013. Each member who
successfully recruits a new member receives a $15
credit toward their membership dues, up to $85. Congratulations, and thank you to the following members
for their help in making GWA grow.
ONE MEMBER:
Kylee Baumle
Pam Beck
Anne Brewer
Scott Calhoun
Lois Trigg Chaplin
Linda Cobb
Stephanie Cohen
David Ellis
Irvin Etienne
Sally Ferguson
Lorraine Flanigan
Billy Goodnick
Robin Haglund
Larry Hodgson
Dawn Hummel
Kathy Jentz
Jessie Keith
Anne Krekelberg
Sharon Lovejoy
Jeff Lowenfels
Mary Anne Lynch
Mary-Kate Mackey
Tovah Martin
Matt Mattus
Peggy Anne Montgomery
Susan Morrison

Vanessa Gardner Nagel
Sue Nord Peiffer
Victoria Nowicki
Penelope O’Sullivan
Douglass Oster
Pam Penick
Judith Rogers
Susanne Roy
Shannon Springer
Nan Sterman
Johnette Taylor
Frances Tenenbaum
Karen Varga
Judy White
M. Conrad (Connie) White
TWO MEMBERS:
Donna Balzer
Helen Battersby
Steven Biggs
Carol Michel
Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp
William Welch
THREE MEMBERS:
Debra Prinzing
Kelly Smith Trimble
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Dates & Events
OCTOBER 9-10

Canadian Greenhouse Conference, Niagara Falls, ON,
Canada (www.canadiangreenhouseconference.com)

OCTOBER 23-24

Landscape Ontario’s EXPO: Garden & Floral Expo,
North Bldg., Toronto Congress Centre, Toronto, ON,
Canada (www.loexpo.ca; 800.265.5656 ext. 323)

OCTOBER 23-25

PLANET Green Industry Conference,
Louisville Marriott Downtown, Louisville, KY
(www.landcarenetwork.org/)

OCTOBER 23-26

Communities in Bloom Awards & Symposium,
Fairmont Chateau Laurier, Ottawa-Gatineau, Ottawa,
ON, Canada (http://www.communitiesinbloom.ca/
symposium-awards/2013-2/)

November 6-8

FloraHolland Trade Fair, Aalsmeer, Netherlands
(www.floraholland.com/)

November 14-15

The Green Industry Show & Conference, Edmonton

EXPO Centre at Northlands, Edmonton, Alberta,
Canada (http://greenindustryshow.com)

JANUARY 7-9, 2014

Landscape Ontario’s Congress Conference and
Trade Show, South Bldg., Toronto Congress Centre,
Toronto, ON, Canada (www.locongress.com)

JANUARY 8-10, 2014

MANTS (Mid-Atlantic Nursery Trade Show),
Baltimore Convention Center, Baltimore, MD
(www.mants.com)

JANUARY 21-22, 2014

NJ Plants Trade Show, New Jersey Convention
Center, Edison, NJ (www.njplantshow.com)

FEBRUARY 8-16, 2014

The Great Big Home + Garden Show, I-X Center,
Cleveland, OH (http://www.greatbighomeandgarden.
com/GBHG/EventsHome.aspx)

FEBRUARY 27-March 2, 2014

Nashville Lawn & Garden Show, Tennessee State
Fairgrounds, Nashville, TN. The show is celebrating
its 25th year.
(www.nashvillelawnandgardenshow.com)

MARCH 14-23, 2014

Canada Blooms, Direct Energy Centre, Exhibition
Place, Toronto, ON, Canada
(www.canadablooms.com)

March 15-23, 2014

February 5-7, 2014

Chicago Flower & Garden Show, Navy Pier,
Chicago, Ill. Theme: “Do Green. Do Good.”
(www.chicagoflower.com)

February 5-9, 2014

March 19-23, 2014

New England Grows 2014, Boston Convention & Exhibition Center, Boston, MA (www.newenglandgrows.org)

Northwest Flower & Garden Show, Washington State
Convention Center, Seattle, Wash.
(www.gardenshow.com)
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San Francisco Flower & Garden Show, San
Mateo Event Center, San Mateo, CA
(www.sfgardenshow.com)
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