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Québec: So Much to See!
By LArry HodGsoN

The GWA Local Arrangements Committee had a lot 
of tough choices to make in preparing for the Québec 
City Symposium: just which gardens should we 
include and which would we have to put aside? Well, 
among the “definitely not to be missed” were the 
following two gardens:

Roger-Van den Hende 
Botanical Gardens
This is Québec City’s botanical garden, named 
for its founder, Professor Roger Van den Hende, 
a professor of horticulture who had planned and 
planted the garden with the help of his students 
starting in 1966. The original garden was planned 
as a systematic garden in the European tradition, 
where plants are laid out according to their family 
attachments. So, you would find potatoes growing 
next to petunias and daturas and cabbages next 
to rockcress and horseradish. Today, though, the 
garden has expanded considerably, and there is a 

water garden, an arboretum, an annual trial garden 
and much more. 
 Professor Van den Hende liked to push the limits 
and often experimented with plants that couldn’t, 
theoretically, grow in here in the hardiness zone 
3b (Canadian zone 4b) climate. He had been told 

rhododendrons couldn’t be grown in Québec, so 
he created a rhododendron and azalea garden (the 
Ericacetum) to prove everyone wrong. And there’s 
a poor Paulownia tomentosa (USDA Zones 5b to 
9) which should be a tree, but has survived as a 
dieback shrub for over 40 years now. 

photo courtesy of Jacques Allard

Roger-Van den Hende Botanical Gardens.

http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/
registration_13.html

http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/registration_13.html
http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/registration_13.html
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Promenade Samuel-De 
Champlain
Named for the founder of Québec City, this is 
Québec City’s newest and most popular park, a real 
hit with joggers, cyclists and citizens out for a stroll. It 
opened in 2008 and was one of the primary projects 
celebrating the city’s 400th anniversary. This linear 
park follows the shore of the Saint Lawrence River for 
some 2.5 km (1.5 miles) and was designed to “give 
the river back to the citizens.” It’s hard to believe that 
this extensive park, built in a former industrial sector, 
was once the most degraded area in the city! It has 

proved so popular that work is underway to extend it 
right out to the limits of the city.
 As you wander through this park, you’ll discover 
mobile sculptures, fountains, gardens, lawns and 
even an archeological dig. Some 100,000 perennials, 
grasses and shrubs were planted along with 1,500 
trees. The park has won numerous awards for its 
unique design, both in North America and in Europe. 
We’re sure you’ll enjoy discovering it.

promenade samuel-de Champlain.

photo courtesy of Jennifer Dion
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“It’s A Visual World”
Photography & Marketing Skills for 

Garden Communicators

June 28
8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Brookshire Botanical Garden
Stockbridge, Mass.

registration fee: After June 1
GWA members $75/person
Non-members $95/person

Come to the workshop to improve your photog-
raphy and marketing abilities. Learn to shoot and 
choose great garden photographs and better 
market your garden communication skills. 
 Rich pomerantz will lead the morning ses-
sion that includes time in the gardens with your 
camera and feedback on a few of the photos you 
take. In the afternoon, Kevin spraque will lend 
his marketing expertise to help attendees better 
promote what they do. 
 Plan to come a day early and stay a day or two 
after the workshop: take advantage of the many gar-
den destinations in the Berkshires and mid-Hudson 
Valley. On the afternoon of June 27, the day before 
the workshop, Rich pomerantz has arranged for 
attendees to visit a renowned private garden in Shef-
field, Mass. This will be followed by a GWA Connect 
Meeting dinner at a Berkshire County restaurant. 

(GWA Workshop June 28)

Contacts: C.L. Fornari (clfornari@yahoo.com)
           Rich pomerantz
       (rich@richpomerantz.com)

http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/workshops6_28.html
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President’s Message

A few issues ago, I shared the 
first 4 items on my list of 10 
reasons you should value your 
membership in the Garden 
Writers Association. To refresh 
your memory, the list began 
with: Contacts & Networking; 
Research Tools; Education; and 
Green Industry Leadership.
 Here is my second 
installment of the series:

5. Allied Members 
How many of you have received product samples, 
trial plants and review copies of gardening, 
horticulture or design books? You have GWA’s Allied 
Members to thank for most of those goodies. This 
membership category encompasses companies 
and organizations whose business practices are 
in alignment with GWA. While I have to admit 
to occasionally being surprised when I open my 
mailbox, for the most part, Allied Members are good 
resources to gardening communicators. If you need 
an idea, access to industry research, an expert to 
quote, why not check the Allied Member section of 
the directory? You might find just the help you need.

6. Institutional Members 
Similarly, we have a membership category under 
which a botanical garden, arboretum, plant society 
or educational institution may apply to join GWA. 
These, too, are important organizations in the 
gardening world that want to help you achieve your 
goals as a writer, storyteller, photographer or blogger. 
Don’t forget that when you travel, there is probably 
a member institution ready to welcome you through 
the garden gate and into their unique region or 
horticultural world. 

7. Volunteer Opportunities
GWA is a member-driven organization. From 
countless task force and committee members to 
the 26 regional and national directors and officers 
you have elected to lead this organization, we are 
all volunteering our time. And, as most of you know 
from your personal volunteer activities, when you 
give your time to a cause, it usually means taking 
time away from potential income-producing work. 
Please, please, please thank the people who are 
donating their time — away from their professional 
careers — to help keep GWA running, expanding 
and achieving its goals. And perhaps, if you are 
moved to get involved, check the list of committees 
and task forces under the “About” section of 
gardenwriters.org. Maybe you’ll find your next 
opportunity to serve right there.

8. Professional Development 
Perhaps like me, you’ve come to realize how 
important it is to develop and nurture a “platform,” 
“brand,” or area of expertise as a gardening 
communicator. If you need help doing this, GWA 
has resources — check out the ongoing articles 
here in the Quill & Trowel; read the excellent 
weekly Clippings newsletter, a digest of industry 
and trade articles; listen to audio recordings of past 
symposium presentations — and of course, attend 
the upcoming annual symposium in Québec City, 
where each educational track is designed to help 
you achieve personal goals as a communicator. 
I hope to see you there, and if you can’t attend, 
there are several social media platforms for real-
time reports. (#GWAQuebec)

Debra Prinzing
@dkprinzing
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Biophilia: the love of life, the love of nature 
and, perhaps, the love of gardening

By deBrA KNApKe

Why do we garden? Studies extol the healing and 
therapeutic properties of plants, animals and nature 
for people in hospital, clinic and school settings. 
Other benefits are described in the many books that 
discuss the spiritual, meditative and stress-relieving 
aspects of the garden. We design gardens to be 
showpieces; to be places of entertainment. They are 
expressions of ourselves and our cultures. But why 
do we feel the pull to create and work in gardens?

Reconnecting With Nature
One answer might be biophilia: our innate affinity with 
nature and love of living things. In Biophilia (1984), 
Harvard University biologist E.O. Wilson presented 
his Biophilia Hypothesis as a way to explain our 
relationship with the rest of the world. Wilson 
believes that we are human because of the way we 
interact with living systems and because of our need 
to interact with them; that it is ingrained in our genes, 
a part of our essential being. 
 The concept of Ecopsychology takes this one 
step further. We not only identify with the others 
in our world, but we also identify with and need a 
connection to our environment: a place we call home. 
Think of a place you have visited that became a 
place of connection. This is a deeper relationship 
than merely “liking” a place. According to Dr. Belinda 
Gore, Director of Training of the Cuyamungue 
Institute in New Mexico, “our fundamental 
psychological wellness depends in part on our 

connection with our ecological environment. In order 
to be healthy, we have to find a healthy relationship 
with the Earth; find our balance, our resonance.”
 Yet if we look at the development of our society, 
it’s possible to discern an evolving pattern that has 
taken us away from integration with nature and the 
natural world toward dis-integration from and dis-
ease with nature. Early hunter-gatherer societies 
were an integral part of the web of life. 
 As we progressed to growing our own foods and 
medicinals, we developed reciprocal relationships 
with plants and animals: if I cultivate you, you give 
back a product that I need. The process of becoming 
an agricultural society allowed our communities 
to expand, but at the cost of leaving part of our 
relationship with nature behind. We developed a 
dichotomy for how we define the natural world: food 
crops are good; non-food crops are bad. While some 
may view this as an oversimplification of a complex 
relationship, it set the stage for our war with nature, 
where the enemies are plants and animals that, while 
potentially having many good qualities, just happen 
to be in the wrong place at the wrong time. It also 
created an adversarial relationship, not only with 
undesired plants and animals, but with the soil itself. 
 Consequently, we have developed two mutually 
exclusive ethics for how we value the organisms that 
make up the web of life:  

• all species have the right to exist and we are a 
part of a whole

• the value of a species depends upon its value 
to us.

 The constructed garden, by its very nature, 

often follows the second of these ethics. We choose 
what stays and what goes. At times, our relationship 
with the garden and the environment, in the larger 
sense, may not be a healthy one. And yet, a different 
focus is emerging as we see what enforcing our 
preferences has cost us. The current debate about 
the use of native plants instead of exotics is one sign 
of this change in attitude. The growing awareness 
of the need to maintain healthy soils and use our 
resources – water, nutrients, fossil fuels and soil 
amendments – more wisely is another. 
 When we focus on our fellow species, on their 
life processes and cycles, it can alter our awareness 
and appreciation of them. The vigorous ground cover 
is simply expressing its nature; we unwisely planted it 
in the wrong place. We recognize that the spreading 
habit of beebalm is its biological imperative to make 

sustainability

Beebalm (Monarda 
sp.) offers 
beautiful blooms 
and medicinal 
possibilities to us 
as well as being 
an important 
nectar source 
for butterflies, 
the hummingbird 
moth, and 
hummingbirds.
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more of itself, and not a struggle for dominance in our 
gardens. The song of the male house finch that we 
find so pleasing is intended not for our enjoyment, 
but for the female he hopes to court. Perhaps 
working in the garden, with our hands in the earth 
and surrounded by so much abundance, is a way 
of regaining the understanding, the balance, the 
resonance that we put aside so long ago.
 There is another reason that we garden: it simply 
feels good. Recent research from Bristol College and 
University College in England and Sage Colleges 
of New York has revealed something that may 
account for our sense of well-being when we garden. 
According to these studies, a soil-borne bacterium 
(Mycobacterium vaccae) increases the levels of the 
hormone serotonin in the brains of mice.
 Serotonin, found in the digestive tracts and 
central nervous systems of animals, has been called 

sustainability continued

the “happiness hormone.” It affects many of our life 
functions: mood, learning, sleep and the constriction 
of blood vessels. Low levels have been correlated 
with anxiety, depression, bipolar disorder, appetite 
and sleep disorders, migraines, and digestive 
disorders such as irritable bowel syndrome. Would it 
be stretching the imagination to think that by walking 
in the garden and smelling freshly turned soil we can 
increase the happiness in our lives?
 But the trend has been to stay indoors, walled off 
from this miniscule organism that has the potential, 
ironically, to help us deal with the very stresses 
caused by modern society.

The GWA Connection: 
What Is Our Role?
Most of us are gardeners, designers or growers of 

plants, but above all, we are 
communicators. We advise our 
audiences to go outside and 
garden. We write about the 
health benefits of gardening. 
We talk about sustainability and 
healing the Earth. Pardon the 
pun, but we influence the “grass 
roots” community. 
 There is already a 
groundswell of acceptance 
for the positive influences of 
gardening. Biophilia gives us 
one more tool that we can use 
in stating our case: that people 
will benefit from reconnecting 
to all life on the conscious and 
unconscious level, regardless 
of the scale of their gardening 
efforts. 

Continued from page 4

We believe trees have stories to tell. 
They announce spring with a burst 
of color and dazzle the landscape 
in autumn. They enhance our 
communities and bear witness to 
the moments in our lives, both the 
exceptional and the ordinary.

Davey supports those who serve to 
cultivate plants, green spaces and 
their memories to enhance our 
neighborhoods—and our world.

www.davey.com

Debra Knapke is a teacher, lecturer, garden designer, 
photographer and gardener. She searches for bliss 
in her 2/3 acre garden in Columbus, OH. She is 
coauthor of five books and is a Heartland Gardener: 
www.heartland-gardening.com.

Advertise job postings 
for FREE with GWA!

Are you looking for a Professional 
Garden Communicator for part-time, 
full-time, freelance, or project work? 
Or do you have any open internships  
with your organization? 

GWA can help!

List your job on the GWA 
website for FREE for 30 days!

Visit www.gardenwriters.org 
for more information 
or scan the code

http://www.heartland-gardening.com
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executive director’s report

Robert C. LaGasse 
Executive Director

New GWA Regional 
Boundaries Approved
Last month, the member-
ship approved a bylaw 
amendment authorizing 
the GWA Board of Direc-
tors to set and adjust 
boundaries for member-
ship regions. The key 
issue here is “membership 
regions,” not garden-

ing zones, because the structural purpose of GWA 
regions is to provide  equal representation of the 
membership on the Board of Directors.
 The final vote tally was done May 9, and 92 per-
cent of the respondents approved the bylaw amend-
ment. The next step was for the Board to look at the 
present membership population and realign regions 
to create as equal a membership distribution as pos-
sible.
 The Executive Committee took the first compre-
hensive look at potential changes including:

• Membership populations, 
• Impact of changes on existing National and Re-

gional Directors,
• Cities in regions that can support meeting activities, 
• Special requests received from members, and 
• Past regional meeting activities.

 A proposed reorganization plan was developed 
from all criteria considered by the Executive Commit-
tee and sent to the entire Board (including National 
and Regional Directors) for a special meeting in 
May. After much debate and several adjustments to 
fine-tune a few regions, the new regional boundaries 
shown in Figure 1 were approved unanimously.

Phased Implementation
There are NO CHANGES proposed for Regions I, II, 
VI and VII (i.e., Canada & International). The issues 

focused primarily on Region 
III (its membership had be-
come too small), Region IV 
(its membership had be-
come too large) and 
the changes to III and 
IV that would impact 
Region V.
 National and Regional 
Directors for Regions III, IV & 
V are coincidentally shifting 
due to term limits; so, chang-
ing boundaries for this year’s 
elections will have minimal 
impact on the existing GWA 
leadership at the national 
and regional level. But there 
will be some differences that 
are easily reconciled when 
the leadership changes at 
the end of the 2013 sympo-
sium in Québec City.
 For the period between 
now and the end of the symposium, no regional 
changes will be made for regular member services 
programming. Everything will continue “as is” and all 
elected officials will remain “as is” until the symposium.

2013 Elections Look Forward
This year’s leadership elections will be held based 
on the new regional distribution. It simply makes 
sense that the new regional leadership be elected by 
members in the new regions for Board terms starting 
at the symposium and beyond. 
 Nominations Task Force Chair Veronica sliva 
is collecting nominations for National and Regional 
Directors based on the new region map shown in 
Figure 1. If any member has an interest (or knows of 
another member with an interest) in volunteering to 
serve on the GWA Board, please contact Veronica as 
soon as possible.

Thank You to The Members
We appreciate the membership support for the 
proposed bylaw change and the GWA Board of 
Directors’ diligence with taking the time and effort to 
determine what is in the best interest of the associa-
tion as we move forward with regional operations 
for the future. It is unlikely we will need to make any 
more major adjustments in the near future, but hav-
ing the ability to make whatever changes are needed 
is a major improvement for the future of the GWA.

region VII
Canada & International

Figure 1: GWA Regional Boundary Changes
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Sacramento School 
Gardening Promoted 
in GRO1000 Program 

The GRO1000* event held in Sacramento, Calif., 
brought up some interesting facts regarding the 
garden expansion project at Sacramento Charter 
High School. (Sac High is administered by St. Hope 
Public Schools within the Sacramento City Unified 
School District in the diverse, low-income Oak Park 

neighborhood.) The garden is the first investment in 
“Edible Sac High,” a program established to provide 
students with a transformative edible education 
through a teaching garden, kitchen classroom, future 
student-run cafeteria and an integrated curriculum. 
 Jim Scheible, superintendent of St. Hope Public 
Schools, gave these comments about Sac High:

• Sac High, which a decade ago was deemed to be 
failing students at such an alarming rate that the 
state was going to take over, is now the highest 
performing, open enrollment high school in this 
district.

 
• Prior to the school being run by St. Hope, less 

than 40% of students who graduated from Sac 
High were eligible to apply to one of this state’s 
public four-year colleges (UCs and CSUs). Three 
out of every five kids couldn’t even apply simply 
because they didn’t take the right classes in high 

school. Now, approximately 93% of Sac High’s 
graduates leave high school eligible for college.

 
• It’s important to note that just because they are 

eligible, doesn’t mean a student is guaranteed a 
spot in college. So perhaps a more impressive 
statistic is the fact that 90% of last year’s seniors 
were accepted into a four-year college, a record 
for Sac High and up from approximately 20% 
in pre-St. Hope days. This year’s seniors have 
passed the 88% mark, so they are trying to set a 
new record.

 This Edible Sac High project will empower stu-
dents to make informed and healthy food choices 
for life. It is expected that participating students and 
their families will improve food options in their school, 
increase their consumption of healthy foods, become 
more knowledgeable about nutrition, practice envi-
ronmental stewardship and have fun in the process.

1 2

(1) students of sac High removing grass from an area that will be their new garden. (2) Grass has been removed from the garden 
area and soil has been spread to prepare the area for planting.

_______________

*GRO1000 is a national program launched by ScottsMiracle-
Gro in 2011 to create more than 1,000 community gardens and 
green spaces in the U.S., Canada and Europe by 2018. Partners 
include the Garden Writers Association, Plant a Row for the 
Hungry, the U.S. Conference of Mayors, the National Garden-
ing Association and the Franklin Park Conservatory & Botanical 
Garden.
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The following regional meetings are scheduled for 2013. Additional information will be posted 
online at www.gardenwriters.org and in future issues of the Quill & Trowel newsletter.

regional Meetings

Quaker Routes to Horticulture
Friday, July 12

8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.

registration fee: By July 5
GWA members $45/person
Non-members $60/person

400 years of international Quaker routes 
to horticulture: Travel the roads that introduced 
the scientific study of botany to generations of 
gardeners and, along the way, invented the world of 
ornamental horticulture. 

• Awbury Arboretum: While networking on the 
grnds lawn of the historic Francis Cope house, 
guests will be introduced to the 19th century’s 
passion for reusing all of the plants introduced by 
Bartram’s Boxes into a new and natural English-
style landscape.

• stenton House & Garden: This 18th century Georgia 
mansion was the centerpiece of the original 500-acre 
plantation of James Logan, secretary to William Penn 
and the Colony of Pennsylvania.

• Meadowbrook Farm: Meadowbrook, designed 
and created by J. Liddon Pennock, Jr. (1913-2003) 
is a grand and exuberant estate featuring a retail 
nursery, gardens and more. 

Contact: Kirk R. Brown
 vista6211@verizon.net • 610.391.0291

(Region II July 12 Meeting)

region 2

Gardens & Explorations
of the Inland Northwest

Saturday, June 22
9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.

Spokane, Wash.

registration fee: By June 13
GWA members $30/person
Non-members $35/person

Gardens & Explorations of the Inland Northwest will 
explore the Ferris Perennial Garden and the Nishi-
nomiya Japanese Garden at Manito Park, the Finch 
Arboretum and the private gardens of Carol Ander-
son and Carol Starzel. Jack Nisbet, local teacher 
and naturalist, will share the life and explorations of 
Scottish naturalist David Douglas.
 Between 1825 and 1833, Scottish naturalist Da-
vid Douglas traveled with Hudson’s Bay Company fur 
trade brigades on several extensive collecting trips 
through the region. This presentation will explore 
the vast territory he covered, the astonishingly wide 
range of plants and seeds he shipped back to Lon-
don, and their influence on gardens in Great Britain 
and beyond.

Contact: pat Munts
       pat@inlandnwgardening.com • 509.998.9769

(Region VI June 22 Meeting)

region 6region 5

Fun at IGC Show
Wednesday, August 21

9:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.

registration fee: By July 22 By Aug. 5
GWA members $35/person $40/person
Non-members $45/person $50/person

Meet fellow garden writers at Navy Pier in Chicago. 
GWA meeting registration includes: 

• admission to all three days of the Independent 
Garden Center Show, Aug. 20-22

• IGC Show Educational Sessions — Know to Grow 
Conference Pass - $399 value 

• aug. 21 GWA Meeting & Chicago Style Pizza 
Party 

• aug. 21 IGC Concert featuring 38 SPECIAL, 
southern rock band. (Navy Pier Auditorium, free for 
attendees)

• presentation — “The Bulb-Orgy Garden” with Brent 
Heath

Contact: Linda nitchman
     paradisegardener@hotmail.com • 618.593.2112

(Region V Aug. 21 Meeting)

mailto:vista6211@verizon.net
http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/region2_7_12.html
http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/region6_6_22.html
mailto:paradisegardener@hotmail.com
http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/region5_8_21.html
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Facebook Hints & Tips

By douG GreeN

I am sure you understand the importance of 
mastering social media. So, let me start with the 500 
pound gorilla — Facebook. 
 To begin, I want to point out that having and 
using a personal account for marketing is pretty 
much a waste of time (IMHO). I see this all the 
time though where fellow garden writers promote 
their articles and books, but only to other garden 
writers on their personal accounts. It’s like this small 
circle of writers passing things around and it only 
leaks out to the general public who will read and 
buy the products. You can generate a great deal 
of networking, feedback and love on your personal 
account, but generating traffic or sales isn’t as easy.
 For generating traffic and sales, you need an 
author page. Go to facebook.com/about/pages, click 
on “Create A Page”.  Pick “Artist, Band, or Public 
Figure” and select “Author” from the subsequent 
drop-down menu. Add your name, agree to the terms 
and you’re now the proud owner of a Facebook 
page.

But What Do You Do With It
You refer all readers to it. You don’t have readers 
on your personal account because that personal 
account only goes to 5,000 people, but author pages 
are unlimited. I note you probably want more than 
5,000 fans (don’t we all) so mixing your readers with 
your professional and personal networking is not a 
great idea.

What About Book Pages
I also see some authors creating pages for their 
individual books. In my mind, this is a waste of time 
(although I’m sure publishers will disagree) because 
you’re going to spend a great deal of time and 
effort promoting and creating content for that page 
to encourage readers to like it. But when you write 
a second book, you have to repeat all that work to 
bring new people to another book-specific page. I 
note some of your first-page readers will move to the 
new page but you’re going to lose some. All the hard 
work has to be repeated for every book project under 
this thinking. And maintaining all those individual 
pages becomes very time-consuming.
 My thinking is to create a single author page to 
promote all your books, no matter which publisher 
you use. Your audience and book sales grow 
with every book and every post you make; it’s a 
synergistic effect and when done properly, can result 
in a very good book launch. This “launch effect” 
and the resulting reviews are what it takes to get 
your books into the top 20 to top 60 sales stream 
at Amazon and, more 
importantly, keep them 
there.

Strategy For 
Authors
Your choice is really only 
about how much to share 
about yourself on social 
media and everyone has 

their own limits to this. The data I’m seeing is the 
more you tell people about your other interests and 
the more you share, the more you become a real 
human being. And your readers want you to be real. 
I confess I struggle with this reveal-hide dichotomy 
regularly, but by dribs and drabs, a great deal flows 
from the writer to the reader without any conscious 
effort on your part.
 Bottom line — share as much as you’re 
comfortable sharing about your personal life and 
your other interests. My readers routinely get climate-
change data and other environmental stories along 
with “strange” stuff that tickles my fancy. These are 
never really popular posts, but they do appeal to a 
small number of readers.

How To Promote Your Page
Crosslink it to everything you do. There should be 
a graphic on your website for sure, perhaps as part 

Continued on page 10
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of your email signature and whatever you do that 
doesn’t conflict with other social media accounts. 
Your Facebook author page should be prominently 
displayed.

So What Do You 
Post On Your Page?
The data I’m seeing is interesting, and while many 
folks share links and videos, these are the two least 
clicked on posts in your time line. You’re in a visual 
world now, so you post pictures. It’s pretty much that 
simple. You can generate an impressive number of 
“fans” by posting pretty pictures of gardening and 
gardens.
 The real trick is to encourage interaction by 
asking questions as you post the pictures. I did a 
series of new plant introductions this past spring and 
when it came to the Hosta, I uploaded two pictures 
at a time asking readers which they preferred. It 
became a voting adventure. So don’t just upload 
pretty pictures, instead give a mini-lecture about 
them, ask for feedback and indeed, set up some form 
of interaction with each picture.
 I have even seen some information suggesting 
telling stories to your readers is a good idea that 
generates interaction and new readers. The one 
problem you will have is readers want to ask 
questions and interact (that’s why it’s called “social” 
media). The difficulty is — as I’ve said before — this 

Continued from page 9

doesn’t scale and what works with a hundred readers 
might not work at 5,000. There’s only so much time 
you can devote to non-paying activities.

Stats
My Facebook readership is 82% female, and when 
that became apparent, the content had to be different 
than my YouTube channel (which is 40% female). As 
a grower, I am quite seriously challenged by garden 
decoration but this “froufrou” tends to get great 
responses. I won’t even tell you how blown away I 
was when the responses to a pair of flower-patterned 
rubber boots I took at a trade show set records for 
interaction. Understanding who your readers are is 
one of the major benefits for using an author page.
 Finally, I’d recommend that you run tests to see 
what your readers respond to. Is it the pictures of 
new perennials (yes!) or annuals (not so much) or 
even your words of wisdom (depends on the day)?  
 Those are the basics but it really is about 
enjoying yourself, helping others and testing 
everything.

Doug Green, a GWA Award of Excellence for Writing 
winner and 25 year nursery veteran, writes for his 
own websites, now one of the largest on the Net, 
delivering a variety of content. Doug’s aim is to be 
independently wealthy as a garden writer and help 
beginning gardeners.

FINAL AD PAGE 5

Though weather provides its challenges, your passion and depth of knowledge is unwavering, 
and because of you, gardeners grow with confidence.

Now we would like to help you! If you need a source for industry knowledge or want to trial 
or learn more about our innovative plants that solve everyday 
garden challenges, visit us at plantdevelopment.com

PDSI WISHES TO THANK YOU  
FOR MAKING SPRING 2013 ANOTHER SUCCESS! 

Driving à la française...
preparing for Québec City

By LArry HodGsoN

With Québec City within easy driving distance of 
almost half of our GWA members, a lot of people will 
be driving to the symposium this summer. If so, you’ll 
notice changes in signage as soon as you cross the 
border. 
 First of all, anywhere in Canada, you’ll find 
distance and speeds are given in kilometers. Speed 
limit signs in Canada usually just say Maximum 
followed by a number (50, 60, 80, etc.). Only rarely 
do they indicate km/h below the number. Do not 
drive 100 mph when you see a sign indicating 
Maximum 100! 100 kilometers per hour is about 60 
mph and this is the maximum speed limit anywhere 
in Québec. I suggest that you stop your car once you 
cross the border and set your odometer/speedometer 
to kilometers. This is easy to do on any car produced 
within the last 20 years, but you’ll probably need to 
consult your car owner’s manual. And you can switch 
back just as easily when you get back. 
 Road signage in Québec is mostly in French, 
with a few exceptions. (In some areas, some signs 
are bilingual English and French or French and a 
local native language). However, the forms and 
colors used are ones you are used to. Thus, a red 
octagon with a white edge may say Arrêt, but you’ll 
know it means “stop” and a white triangle with a red 
edge means “yield” even if it has no lettering (“Cédez 
le passage,” which means “yield,” may or may not be 
written underneath). 
 Another example: Warning signs are yellow with 
black letters or, more likely, symbols. (Symbols alone 
are used more frequently in Canada than in the U.S.) 

Continued on page 11
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Enriching the Gardening Community with New Media

Join garden bloggers, new media innovators, and garden industry leaders for the 
Garden Bloggers Conference – the premier conference and experience for professionals and 

enthusiasts actively using or interested in learning about new media and the gardening community. 
This two-day conference brings a unique opportunity to participate in the intersection of 

gardening with the world of new media including blogging, social media, and more. 
We invite all fellow garden bloggers to attend!

REGISTER NOW for EARLY-BIRD SAVINGS!
As a blogger, you can't afford to miss this event!
Visit garden-bloggers-conference.com for information on 
the conference program, attending, exhibiting, or sponsoring.

SUPPORTING ASSOCIATION SPONSOR:
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Brought to you by the organizers of 
Design Bloggers Conference • design-bloggers-conference.com

now entering its fourth year.
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SAVE $150 
COMPLIMENTS OF 

GARDEN WRITERS ASSOCIATION! 
Register with promo code GWA13A 

and you'll save $150 off the regular price 
during this special limited-time 

offer to GWA members.

Announcing the Event of the Year 
for Garden Bloggers
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You should have no trouble recognizing the symbols 
for school zones, curves ahead and deer crossings 
(or, more likely, moose crossings). 
 Here are a few signs whose wording may 
perplex you:

• À droite - to the right
• À gauche - to the left
• Allumez vos phares - turn on headlights
• Circulation Interdite - no thoroughfare
• Cul-de-sac or Impasse - dead-end road
• Entrée interdite - no entrance
• Fermé - closed
• Interdiction de doubler - no passing
• Interdiction de stationner - no parking
• Ralentissez - reduce speed
• Route barrée - road closed
• Sens unique - one way
• Sortie – exit
 You won’t need to memorize these phrases, but 
do keep them in mind.
 Have a safe drive to Québec in August!

Continued from page 10

Helping Us Grow

One new Member
Helen Battersby
Kylee Baumle
Pam Beck
Steven Biggs
Anne Brewer
Scott Calhoun
Linda Cobb
Stephanie Cohen
David Ellis
Irvin Etienne
Sandy Feather

Sally Ferguson
Lorraine Flanigan
Billy Goodnick
Kevin Gragg
Robin Haglund
Stacey Hirvela
Larry Hodgson
Dawn Hummel
Kathy Jentz
Anne Krekelberg
Sharon Lovejoy
Mary Anne Lynch

The following members have been credited with recruiting a new member in 2013. Each member who success-
fully recruits a new member receives a $15 credit toward this year’s dues, up to $85. Congratulations, and thank 
you to the following members for their help in making GWA grow.

Mary-Kate Mackey
Tovah Martin
Matt Mattus
Peggy Anne Montgomery
Susan Morrison
Vanessa Gardner Nagel, 
APLD
Sue Nord Peiffer
Victoria Nowicki
Penelope O’Sullivan
Pam Penick
Susanne Roy

Nan Sterman
Johnette Taylor
Frances Tenenbaum
Karen Varga
M. Conrad (Connie) White

Two new Members
Donna Balzer
Carol Michel
Debra Prinzing
Denise Schreiber
Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp
Marian St. Clair
William Welch

garden-bloggers-conference.com

http://garden-bloggers-conference.com
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Photographers corner

Continued on page 13

Open For Inspiration

By MArK TurNer

It has been a hectic spring. I’ve committed myself to 
far more work for more organizations than any sane 
person should ever consider. It’s been a struggle to 
make time to photograph gardens. My creative juices 
are at an ebb. Clearly, it is time to get away from my 
computer, away from my volunteer commitments and 
back out into gardens with my camera. I need to get 
rejuvenated.
 How can I replenish my creative juices? Three 
tools I’ve discovered are exercise, meditation and 
play.

Exercise
Vigorous aerobic exercise like bicycling, running or 
swimming has many benefits for your body. I mostly 
bicycle, pushing myself to ride as fast as I can on 
low-traffic roads in the countryside around town. I 
ride a handful of routes, which have become very 
familiar over the years. I can let my mind wander and 
often come up with new ideas, or resolve a problem 
I’ve been thinking about, while riding.
 The positive effect of exercise on creativity isn’t 
just while I’m riding. There’s a carry-over effect that 
lasts for many hours. A controlled academic study 
by Blanchette, et al. (2005) — http://www.ric.edu/
faculty/dblanchette/ExerciseArticle.htm — supports 
my personal experience.
 Since I get most of my exercise outside, there 
are other benefits beyond the physiological. I’m 
immersed in sights, sounds and smells. I notice 
what’s blooming at the side of the road, keeping up 

Four variations on a theme: 
Sword fern, Japanese Primroses, and ‘Hino 
Crimson’ azalea blossoms beside a small stream 
in the yao Japanese Garden at Bellevue Botanical 
Garden in Bellevue, Wash. All four of these 
variations were photographed from very nearly 
the same place, but with different focal lengths 
and camera elevations. This is just one way to 
explore variations on a subject and help get 
creative juices flowing.

http://www.ric.edu/faculty/dblanchette/ExerciseArticle.htm
http://www.ric.edu/faculty/dblanchette/ExerciseArticle.htm
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Photographers corner                     cont.

with the seasonal progression. I enjoy the smell of 
new-mown hay and wrinkle my nose when I pass a 
dairy farm. I hear birds singing in roadside trees and 
shrubs. All of these positive stimuli help me relax, 
unwind and open my mind.

Meditation, Yoga or 
Deep Breathing
Finding a quiet place is another way to quell the 
battles raging in my brain. It can be as simple as 
sitting in a comfortable chair or lying on the floor with 
my eyes closed, consciously slowing and attending 
to my breathing. I shut out everything but the sound 
of my breath, the sensation of my chest rising and 
falling, and the feeling of tension draining from my 
eyes, shoulders and back. Sometimes it’s just a mini-
break without even leaving my computer chair, but 
the benefits are greater and longer lasting if I get up, 
move to a different location and spend more time 
consciously unwinding.
 I don’t have a regular yoga or meditation 
practice, but I do engage in a series of yoga poses 
when I need to unwind. The physical stretching, 
combined with deep breathing, gives a deeper and 
longer lasting relaxation and openness than the 
breathing exercises on their own.

Play
Work is serious. Play is fun. Imagine two 
accomplished professional photographers in a 
beautiful garden. Pat is on assignment for Good 
Gardens and has to deliver top-notch photos on 
deadline. Kim is shooting for fun. Watching them 

Continued from page 12

create, you might not know who is working and 
who is playing. To an outside observer, their actions 
appear identical. The difference is only in the end 
goal: paycheck or pleasure.
 When I’m uptight and feeling at a loss for 
creativity, I try to get my mind into a playful state. 
That means not worrying about the results. I want to 
feel free to experiment and to try something just to 
see whether or not it works. Sometimes it helps to 
place limits on what I can do, like choosing a single 
focal length lens and spending the day coming up 
with as many variations on a theme as I can.
 Other times, I’ll consciously remove a limitation. 
For example, I’ll push myself to photograph the 
same subject from as many different vantage points 
as I can. I might get my lens as close to the dirt as 
possible, then climb on the roof or ladder and aim 
down. I’ll walk all the way around a subject and 
explore front, side and back light. I can shoot the 
same subject with every lens I own, from ultra-wide-
angle lens to super telephoto.
 Some of these experiments will work; others will 
be abject failures. That’s the point, to get over the 

fear of failure and try something a little different. I 
have a mental list of concepts I can draw on, or use 
as starting points to jump-start my creative juices.

Conclusion
Often, it’s a combination of techniques that will get 
my juices flowing. When I’m out on a job I usually 
don’t have time for a vigorous exercise break. But I 
can take a few minutes to close my eyes and relax 
my breathing. I can stretch and hold a couple of 
yoga poses. I can pull up my mental list of creativity 
challenges. I can spend a few minutes trying 
something different, letting some harebrained idea 
take temporary control. Then, when it’s time to get 
back to work, my mind is looser, more open and 
ready to draw on my inner creativity once again.

Mark Turner photographs gardens in the Pacific 
Northwest and around the country for books 
and magazines. He operates a portrait studio in 
Bellingham, Wash., and leads photography classes 
and workshops.

Ask for Garden Debut® plants at your local garden center or contact 
Garden Debut® at (877) 663-5053 or www.gardendebut.com.

A Superior Landscape Collection made up of 
Great New Plants™ and Trusted Selections™ 

tested for long-term performance.  Learn 
more about plants that will improve home 

value and create atmospheres for families to 
connect, enjoy, share and inspire.
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reGionAl neWs & notes

region 2

region 1

June 19 and 26, ellen Zachos will teach an 
intensive rooftop gardening class at the NYBG’s 
Manhattan campus. June 23, Ellen will staff the 
Storey Publishing table with Carleen Madigan at the 
Wilco Solid Sound Festival at MASS MoCa in North 
Adams, Mass. Together, they’ll offer tips on foraging 
and cooking. July 9, at the NYBG, Ellen will teach a 
foraging & cooking workshop that includes an edible 
plant i.d. walk in Central Park.
 With the theme “Jade: Eastern Obsessions,” the 
18th annual Newport Flower Show, will take visitors 
on an exotic tour of Far Eastern traditions and beauty 
June 21-23. Taking place on the oceanfront lawn 
and inside the elegant reception rooms of the historic 
Rosecliff (1902) in Newport, R.I., the Newport Flower 
Show benefits the historic preservation efforts of The 
Preservation Society of Newport County. Inspirational 
floral designer Hitomi Gilliam and landscape 
architect Harriet Henderson headline the show 
with special luncheon lectures. The Opening Night 
Party June 21 will launch Newport’s summer 
season with a cocktail buffet, live music and themed 
entertainment. The weekend features outdoor garden 
displays; design, horticulture and photography 
exhibits; a children’s division; and unique shopping 
experiences. (www.NewportFlowerShow.org)
 Kim elerman presents “Replacing the Green 
Desert: Native Plant Alternatives to Turf” June 22 

at the Theodore Roosevelt Sanctuary and Audubon 
Center, Oyster Bay, N.Y.
 June 22, at 9:00 a.m., duncan Brine will 
give a presentation titled “Creating Gardens in the 
Hudson Valley: A Naturalistic Approach to Landscape 
Design,” at Spencertown Academy Art Center’s 
Hidden Gardens Tour in Spencertown, N.Y. Brine’s 
six-acre, garden in Pawling, N.Y., illustrates his 
method of “structured naturalism.”  
(www.gardenlarge.com)
 Lorraine Ballato will deliver the ever-popular 
“Fool Proof Hydrangeas” at the New York Botanical 
Garden June 29. (www.nybg.org)
 “Great American Gardens — Historic, Personal, 
Visionary — from the 19th to the 21st Century,” a 
talk by Bill Noble, director of preservation at The 
Garden Conservancy, will be held July 10 at 
the Inn at Shelburne Farms, Shelburne, Vt. Included 
is a tour and luncheon benefiting the restoration of 
the formal gardens at Shelburne Farms. Open to the 
public. (www.shelburnefarms.org)
 Lynn Karlin will teach a photography 
workshop, “The Art of Close-Up Photography in 
the Garden,” July 22, 11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m., at 
the Beatrix Ferrand Society on Mt. Desert Island, 
Maine. (programs@beatrixfarrandsociety.org or 
207.669.8241)
 The public is invited to “Preserving Beatrix 
Farrand’s Gardens” at the College of the Atlantic, 
Bar Harbor, Maine, July 27. The day-long seminar, 
presented by the Beatrix Farrand Society and co-
sponsored by The Garden Conservancy, will 
discuss the restoration and maintenance of nine 

diana K. weiner is still straddling the Pennsyl-
vania and New York lines and will be entering her 9th 
year of judging for America in Bloom in the 50,000 
population and greater category visiting Fayetteville, 
Ark. (June 17-18) and the Greater Racine, Wis., 
area (July 16-17). In addition, she is organizing 
a fundraiser garden tour to benefit Sullivan ARC 
June 29 where seven over-the-top gardens will 
be showcased in the Mamakating area. Her new 
job as the horticulture coordinator for the Gerry 
Foundation’s Sullivan Renaissance Program has 
her as a host on local radio, teaching classes and 
working with 41 grantees who have received funding 
for community beautification. The judges come to 

Continued on page 15

historic gardens designed by Farrand. A buffet 
lunch and an afternoon reception at Garland Farm 
are included. Advanced registration required. 
(www.beatrixfarrandsociety.org)
 deer defeat “It Can’t Be Beat” is taking 
another step forward. It will be attending its first 
trade show, PANTS 13, at the Pennsylvania Con-
vention Center in Philadelphia, July 31-aug. 1. 
(www.deerdefeat.com)

—Rich pomerantz

http://www.newportflowershow.org/
http://www.gardenlarge.com/2013/05/03/hidden-gardens-duncan-brine-speaks-in-spencertown-ny/
file:///Users/carol/Desktop/1306%20June%20Q%26T%20/Region%20News/Reg%201/applewebdata://BFD2F251-D8EB-4170-90C2-B526687B18C9
http://shelburnefarms.org/calendar/event/great-american-gardens-historic-personal-visionary-from-the-19th-to-the-21st-century
mailto:programs@beatrixfarrandsociety.org
http://www.beatrixfarrandsociety.org
http://www.deerdefeat.com/
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Sullivan County aug. 8-12 to tour all the projects 
and award monetary prizes to the participating 
communities.
 Kathy Jentz will speak June 22 at Green 
Spring Gardens in Alexandria, Va. The topic is “New 
and Tried-and-True Veggies for the Mid-Atlantic.” 
She will cover favorite heirloom vegetables that 
home gardeners in the Virginia, D.C. and Maryland 
area swear by. She will also cover some exciting 
new edible plant introductions being trialed now 
and or recently introduced to the market. 
(www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/greenspring)
 Kitty Vagley announced that June 23 the 
Pittsburgh Botanic Garden’s 16th Annual Town & 
Country Garden Tour will take place, showcasing 
exceptional private gardens in Edgewood and 
Oakmont. Choose either a bus tour or a self-guided 
tour to see the gardens between 9:00 a.m. and 
5:00 p.m. Rick Darke will speak July 11 at 7:00 
p.m., at the Pittsburgh Airport Marriott Hotel. Using 
a diversity of local and global landscapes to provide 
background, Rick will place the Pittsburgh Botanic 
Garden’s inspired vision in world context. Tickets are 
$25/person. (www.pittsburghbotanicgarden.org or 
call 412.444.4464)
 dan Benarcik will give a lecture on “Hardy 
Groundcovers, the Lawn Alternatives” June 10 at 
the Arboretum on Martha’s Vineyard. Additionally, 
he will teach a Chair Building Workshop at the Polly 
Hill Arboretum, July 9. July 17, Dan will give the 
same Chair Building Workshop for the Pennsylvania 
Horticultural Society at Chanticleer in Wayne, Pa.
 Judy Glattstein will teach a class on 
Perennial Plant Combinations at the New York 
Botanical Garden July 13. The class will 

Continued from page 14

Maria Zampini will be the guest speaker at the 
Darwin Perennial Day at the Gardens of Ball at Ball 
Horticulture June 19. Her talk, “The Fellowship 
of the Green Rings,” uses the Lord of the Rings 
trilogy to illustrate how our modern-day industry can 
unite. Additionally, she will facilitate and lead a panel 
discussion at the OFA Short Course in Columbus, 
Ohio, July 13 at 10:45 a.m. on “Garden Writers: 
An Underutilized Link to Green Success.” On the 
panel with Zampini will be pam Bennett (Ohio 
State Extension Clark County and state coordinator 
of Master Gardeners); danny Gouge (Willoway 
Nurseries); and Jo ellen Meyers sharp (free-
lance writer and editor). Zampini will speak 
July 18 in Manhattan, Kan., at Kansas State 
University’s 2013 Nursery Works Conference.

 Christine Kelleher is coordinating the 
Blooms of Bressingham and Ohio State University 
Chadwick Arboretum & Learning Gardens annual 
reception (July 15) in Columbus, Ohio. This is held 
in conjunction with the OFA trade Show and OSU 
Annual Trial Gardens’ open house.
 Maria Zampini invites you to the Nursery 
Growers of Lake County Ohio’s Annual Summer 
Field Day aug. 13, 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m., at The 
Holden Arboretum in Kirtland, Ohio. Show your press 
pass and get free entry in to Field Day and The 
Holden Arboretum. This is your chance to visit with 
nationally known growers and plantsmen in “The 
Heart of the Nursery Industry.” Holden will feature 
their new 4.5 acre Rhododendron Discovery Garden 
and Tree Allée. For details on Field Day as well 
as the optional bus tour and party on the 12th, visit 
nglco.com.

Upcoming Events

Indiana
• June 22: Indianapolis Museum of Art Community 
Summer Solstice Celebration Days at the 100-acre 
Virginia B. Fairbanks Art & Nature Park. Bring a 
blanket to sit on.
• July 20: 10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. Garfield Park 
Conservatory, Indianapolis. Join community herbalist 
Greg Monzel for a foraging event in Garfield Park. 
Learn what edible plants are growing right in your 
back yard and in your neighborhood. Whether you 
want to forage salad greens from your lawn or use 
wild medicinal plants for first aid and more, this 
leisurely stroll will be sure to please. 
(www.garfieldparkindy.org)

concentrate on perennials, learning to use color, 
texture, height and bloom when combining plants 
to create a harmonious look for the garden. In 
addition to the well-illustrated lecture students will 
go outdoors to visit the Jane Watson Irwin perennial 
garden at NYBG. (Register for 141GAR173 by calling 
718.817.8747. Members $68 / non-members $76.)

—dan Benarcik

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/greenspring
http://www.pittsburghbotanicgarden.org/
mailto:christine.kelleher@arishort.com
http://nglco.com/fieldday.html
http://nglco.com/fieldday.html
http://www.holdenarb.org
http://nglco.com/
http://www.imamuseum.org/
http://www.garfieldparkindy.org
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 Michigan
• June 21-22: Gross Pointe — Annual Grosse 
Pointe Garden Tour of seven beautiful private 
gardens, along with the Trial Gardens and Veter-
ans Garden at the War Memorial. (313.881.7511, 
ext. 206)
• July 29-aug. 9: 10th Annual Michigan Garden 
Plant Tour, a free open house coordinated by leading 
young plant producers of ornamentals and Michigan 
State University.
• aug. 1-3: BloomaPalooza 2013 at Raker Trial 
Gardens, Litchfield 
• aug. 2: Michigan State University, East Lansing. 
Garden Days with keynote speakers Jane Taylor and 
Felder Rushing. Shop Green Garden Marketplace 
for flowers, plants, and garden accessories. 
• aug. 31-sept. 1: Frederik Meijer Gardens & 
Sculpture Park, Grand Rapids. National Dahlia Show 
of the American Dahlia Society features hundreds 
of dahlias and a free presentation on Saturday 
(3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.) to “How to Raise Dahlias 
in Very Hot Weather,” presented by John Menzel, 
a prominent dahlia grower and hybridizer from 
Australia.
 
Ohio
• June: Visit the Toledo Botanical Garden newly 
completed Crosby Lake & Stream renovation project. 
The TBG Horticulture team has spent the spring 
executing a planting project that will add structure 
and stability over a long period of time to renovated 

Continued from page 15

aimee Coker reported that the 2013 Southern 
Living Idea House (benefiting St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital) will open in late June at 
Nashville’s the Fontanel, a country music retreat 
formerly the home of Country Music Hall of 
Famer Barbara Mandrell. 
(southernlivingplants.com/ideahouse2013)
 Jimmy Turner announced the 12th Annual 
Dallas Arboretum Plant Trials Field Day will 
be held June 26, 2:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
(www.dallasplanttrials.org/field_days.htm)
 paula Biles will serve as onsite Nelumbo 
expert for the free Lotus Festival July 13 in 

Sarasota, Fl. Lilies and lotus will be available, as 
well as ferns and other vendor offerings. This is 
an ideal event for learning about aquatic plants 
and a dream location for a photo shoot. 
(http:// www.wonderfulwaterlilies.com)
 Becky Heath and the rest of the staff at 
Brent and Becky’s Bulbs will be hosting the Virginia 
Nursery and Landscape Association’s Field Day 
and Summer Tour at their facility in Gloucester, Va., 
aug. 8. There will be speakers, corporate vendors, 
contests and tours. aug. 9, there will be a behind-
the-scenes-tour of Colonial Williamsburg and 
tour of Pam Harper’s garden. Members of 
GWA are invited to attend this event. 
(bbheath@brentandbeckysbulbs.com)
 Brent Heath will present “Designing an Earth-
Friendly Combo Garden” for the Virginia Nursery and 
Landscape Association aug. 8 at their annual Field 
Day which will be held at Brent and Becky’s Bulbs in 
Gloucester, Va.
 Beverly Hurley (editor@trianglegardener.com) 
announced that The Triangle Gardener publication 
in Raleigh/Durham/Chapel Hill, N.C., is celebrating 
the start of its fifth year of publishing in 2013. The 
publication is distributed in the seven-county region 
with a readership of over 90,000 per issue. The 
TriangleGardener.com website archives past stories 
and provides current gardening events and tips. 
Many thanks to all the GWA members who have 
provided news for the publication and website. 
 —Kevin Gragg 

areas, and provide a diverse habitat for aquatic 
organisms.
 • July 15: Columbus, Blooms of Bressingham and 
Ohio State University reception in the OSU Chadwick 
Arboretum Learning Gardens in conjunction with the 
OFA trade Show and OSU Annual Trial Gardens. 
Contact Christine Kelleher for details.
—Jo ellen Meyers sharp & Christine Kelleher
 

http://planttour.hrt.msu.edu/
http://planttour.hrt.msu.edu/
http://www.bloomapalooza.com/
http://planttour.hrt.msu.edu/msu/
http://www.meijergardens.org/
http://www.toledogarden.org
http://southernlivingplants.com/ideahouse2013
http://www.dallasplanttrials.org/field_days.htm
http://www.wonderfulwaterlilies.com
mailto:bbheath@brentandbeckysbulbs.com
mailto:editor@trianglegardener.com
mailto:christine.kelleher@arishort.com
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reGionAl neWs & notes continued

Kelly norris will present “Life on the Edge:  Tough 
Plants for Tough Places” at Lauritzen Garden’s 
Summer Solstice Lecture Series June 20. In the 
meantime, he’s keeping busy directing horticulture 
at the Greater Des Moines Botanical Garden and 
working on several new projects to kickoff the 
renovated facility’s inaugural season in fall 2014. 
 Melinda Myers will appear at the Wauwatosa, 
Wis., Garden Tour July 13 and Shorewood, Wis., 
Garden Tour July 27. She will be Leading Walks 
at Boerner Botanical Gardens in Hales Corner, Wis., 
July 17 and 23. From aug. 1-11 she will make 
two presentations a day at We Energy – Energy 
Park at the Wisconsin State Fair.  And join Melinda 
and nicholas staddon once again for “Let’s Talk 
Plants” at the Garden Writers Annual Symposium in 
Québec City, Canada, aug 17. 
 Barbara Lawton recently wrote an article 
on ornamental umbels for the Hardy Plant Group of 
Vancouver, B.C. 

—Melinda Myers

Continued from page 16

region 6

region 7

dan Heims and his team of experts will be 
showcasing brand new plant introductions at the OFA 

first book, The Garden Plot, will be published in 
early 2014.
 Marianne Binetti is now hosting a new 
garden TV show called “Dig In Seattle” that also 
features cooking and recipes as well as outdoor 
living ideas. You can watch the show or be updated 
about new postings and products from the show 
by signing up on the website at www.diginseattle/
hello-world.com. The weekly show runs Sunday 
mornings at 7:30 a.m. on Channels 10 (JoeTV), 21 
and 22. Marianne invites all GWA members to visit 
the site and “like” the show as it will be expanding to 
other regions and searching for more local garden 
hosts.
 GWA Fellow dick Tracy continues his 
fundraising to establish The Old Garden Writer’s 
Home at Cabo San Lucas. Tracy says he has first 
dibs on a room overlooking the nude beach.

—Nan sterman

steven Biggs will give a talk about growing 
vegetables in small spaces and containers at the 
Ancaster Horticultural Society, Ancaster, Ontario 
June 18; and about edibles in the urban landscape 
for the Trenton Horticultural Society, Trenton, Ontario 
June 20. 

region 5
Short Course trade show July 13-16 at the Greater 
Columbus Convention Center in Columbus, Ohio. 
Select varieties will include a range of genera such 
as new and improved heucheras, hardy begonias, 
vibrant echinaceas and trailing heucherellas. 
(www.terranovanurseries.com)
 aug. 20-24, Portland, Ore. – Farwest Trade 
Show offers story inspiration with its premier nursery 
exhibitors; New Varieties Showcase (showcasing 
40+ new plants); Nursery Tours (aug. 20-21); and 
seminars featuring garden design, eco-landscaping, 
plant selection, presentations by plant breeding 
programs, and cutting edge information impacting 
the long-term outlook for the nursery industry. Visit 
www.FarwestShow.com or contact ann Murphy 
(amurphy@oan.org; 800.342.6401 or 503.682.5089). 
The Farwest Trade Show is produced by the Oregon 
Association of Nurseries. 
 sharon Lovejoy will be the keynote speaker 
at the Northeast District, Herb Society of America, 
annual membership meeting at the Coastal Maine 
Botanical Gardens in Boothbay aug. 16. Lovejoy’s 
address in the afternoon will be open to the 
public. (207.633.4333)
 nan sterman’s new television show, A 
Growing Passion, started airing on public television in 
San Diego in early May and continues to air through 
the summer. Season one episodes air on KPBS 
television on Thursday evenings at 8:30 p.m. and 
Saturday afternoons at 4:00 p.m.  Episodes are also 
posted on-line at http://video.kpbs.org/program/
growing-passion/.
 Marty wingate signed a three-book deal 
with Alibi, the eBook mystery imprint from Random 
House, for her Potting Shed mystery series. The 

http://www.diginseattle/hello-world.com/
http://www.diginseattle.com/
http://www.diginseattle.com/
http://www.terranovanurseries.com
http://www.farwestshow.com/
mailto:amurphy@oan.org
http://video.kpbs.org/program/growing-passion/
http://video.kpbs.org/program/growing-passion/
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Continued from page 18

 donna dawson, www.gardeningtours.com, 
has a new tour planned to Ireland in 2014 to coincide 
with WAFA. 
 Lorraine Flanigan and Garden Making 
magazine kicked off the gardening season in a big 
way with a cross-country tour of Canada’s Garden 
Route. Garden Making Tours Canada’s Public 
Gardens started with a visit to Victoria’s Butchart 
Gardens May 15. Lorraine continues to whistle-stop 

her way on VIA Rail across the Prairies, Ontario, 
Quebec and the Atlantic provinces until June 30 
when the tour ends at Memorial University Botanical 
Gardens in St. John’s Newfoundland. You can ride 
along through her blog posts at gardenmaking.com/
on-tour, Tweets @CanadasGardens and updates on 
facebook.com/GardenMakingupdates. 
 elspeth Briscoe has launched a new rose 
course, with David Austin Roses, on her virtual-

gardening-school website, www.my-garden-school.
com. The course has video lectures, critiqued 
assignments and a personal tutor (Michael Marriott, 
Chelsea Flower Show veteran, and the brains behind 
a lot of the rose growing at David Austin Roses.
 Gerry Ginsberg, general manager of Canada 
Blooms since 2007, died on May 4 at the age of 64.

—steven Biggs

reGionAl neWs & notes continued

regional Meetings Wrap-Up

Garden Writers Gather at Chicago Flower Show
By AMy MCdoWeLL

In March, garden writers gathered for the Region 
V meeting on opening day of the Chicago Flower 
& Garden Show. Twenty display gardens vividly 
illustrated this year’s theme, “The Art of Gardening.” 
The Chicago Flower & Garden Show generously 
sponsored the meeting and provided breakfast, 
lunch, parking and admission to the show. 
 Speakers included landscape architect Terry 
Guen, Cantigny Park Director of Horticulture Joy 
Kaminsky, Horticulture Manager Craig Kruckenberg, 
Idea Garden Curator Liz Omura, The Growing Place 
Perennial and Rose Manager Kyle Lambert, Midwest 
Groundcovers V.P. and owner Christa Orum-Keller, 
Midwest Groundcovers Natural Garden Natives 
Manager Trish Beckjord, Northwind Perennial Farm 

Continued on page 19

1 2 3

photos by Karen Geisler

(1) A piano water feature at A Water Sonata; (2) “Larger Than Life,” a sculpture by Chicago artist Jeffrey Breslow; 
and (3) Living wall art.

http://www.gardeningtours.com
http://gardenmaking.com/on-tour
http://gardenmaking.com/on-tour
http://www.my-garden-school.com
http://www.my-garden-school.com
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regional Meetings Wrap-Up continued

Regional Meeting During Canada Blooms

Plantsman and Designer Roy Diblik, and Lurie 
Garden at Millennium Park Director Jennifer Davit. 
 Ball Horticultural Company kindly provided 
table centerpieces and bags for goodies. Door 
prizes were provided by Contech Enterprises, 
Inc., Dramm, Fiskars, Gardener’s Supply 
Company, NatraTurf, Plastec, PREEN, Renee’s 
Garden, and sun Gro Horticulture. 
 Plans are already in the works for next year’s 
meeting! Save the date — March 15, 2014. Next 
year’s theme: “Do Green, Do Good. Gardening for 
the greater good.”

Continued from page 18

By KeN BroWN

Each year Region VII has a wonderful meeting 
in Toronto in conjunction with Canada Blooms, 
Canada’s biggest spring flower show. This year’s 
meeting in March was a great success, as usual.
 The 60 spots available were filled well before 
the meeting. The meeting format was expanded 
this year to include two educational seminars before 
our luncheon meeting. GWA Vice President Larry 
Hodgson did a presentation detailing how he has 
managed to be a successful, fulltime garden writer 
for 30 years. This was followed by a very informative 
panel discussion where Kat Fox, niki Jabbour, 
Helen Battersby and Cristina da silva each 
gave a variety of tips and tricks on their successful 
use of social media to enhance their careers as 
garden writers.
 The group then mixed, mingled and networked 
while enjoying the lunch and wine generously 
supplied by Fiskars’ tools, our long time 
sponsor. There were introductions and presentations 
by several dignitaries and a brief but interesting GWA 
business meeting where GWA National Director 
donna Balzer brought us up-to-date on current 
issues. Larry Hodgson updated us all on the 
progress of the GWA Annual Symposium being held 
in Québec City in August and Fiskars provided an 
update on their new products and managed to give 

away a significant quantity of them for us all to take 
home and try. 
 Throughout the lunch, a wide variety of door 
prizes were distributed and everyone in attendance 
received a quantity of products, plants and tools to 
trial and report on. 
 Donna Balzer, Steve Biggs, Ken Brown 
and wendy downing, the primary organizers of 
the meeting, tidied up and went home for a well-
needed sleep.

Attendees enjoy the show. Shown left to right: Tara Nolan, 
Niki Jabbour, Liz Primeau and Beckie Fox.

Christa Orum-Keller (left) and a forum of other leaders in the 
horticulture field spoke about finding and using native plants 
in the landscape. seated at the table are (l to r) Trish Beck-
jord, Jennifer Davit and Roy Diblik. Joy Kaminsky is seated in 
the foreground.

photo by Karen Geisler
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the insider scoop

The image below by Rosemary Kautzky won an 
award as a finalist in the “Bountiful Earth” category 
of the 6th annual Kew Garden International Garden 
Photography Competition. There were over 17,000 
entries from around the world. This BBC presentation 
is much more beautiful to watch than the simple web 
page announcing the winners. (http://www.bbc.co.uk/
news/science-environment-21608363)

Bob Hill reports efforts are moving forward to 
develop Waterfront Botanical Gardens along the Ohio 
River in Louisville. Hill is a member of the organizing 
committee along with others in the Southern Indiana 
and Louisville, Ky., area. Botanica, the organization 
spearheading the effort, has received a $50,000 
donation from the Crescent Hill Women’s Club 
toward development of the 22-acre site.

Recent national awards for Carolyn singer’s 
book, The Seasoned Gardener: 5 Decades of 
Sustainable & Practical Garden Wisdom (Garden 
Wisdom Press), include the IPPY silver award and 
a silver medal finalist for the Benjamin Franklin 
Award. It has also been recognized by Northern CA 
Publishers & Authors with silver in non-fiction and for 
the cover.

Barbara Freeman reported TripAdvisor gave 
Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens in Boothbay the 
top spot on its list of the best botanical garden in the 
United States. (Longwood Gardens in Kennett 
Square, Pa., and Chanticleer in Wayne, Pa., were 
included in the top 10.) Also, in a Yankee magazine 
blog post the botanical gardens made the list of the 
best gardens in New England. 

Jessie Keith recently began work as 
communications manager for sun Gro® 
Horticulture (Agawam, Mass.), North America’s 
largest sustainable growing media producer. 
Jessie helped launch the company’s new website 
www.sungro.com.
 

Kris Medic is now working for the Alma Mater, 
Purdue University, as extension educator for 
Agriculture and Natural Resources in Bartholomew 
County, Ind.

Larry sherk has been awarded the 2013 
Landscape Ontario Garden Communicator Award, 
an award presented to an individual recognized for 
promoting horticulture through various media during 
his/her career. 

paul Rodman, garden columnist for The News 
Herald in Southgate, Mich., was recently named 
“Master Gardener of the Year” by the Wayne County 
Michigan, Michigan State University Extension 
Service. Rodman has amassed over 5,500 volunteer 
hours in the Master Gardener program and is 
President Emeritus of The Western Wayne County 
Master Gardener Association.

sean James, NPD, is writing a new column in the 
Perennial Plant Association newsletter about eco-use 
of perennials.

william Cullina (executive director of Coastal 
Maine Botanical Gardens) and the american 
Horticultural society (AHS) were named 
2013 Award of Excellence Winners by the National 
Garden Clubs Inc. Cullina has been a driving force 
in the design and ongoing development of Maine’s 
first, and only, botanical garden. AHS has been 
connecting people to plants and gardens since 1922 
by advocating earth-friendly gardening practices; 
promoting gardening education for children; and 
showcasing the art and science of horticulture at its 
headquarters in Alexandria, Va.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-21608363
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-21608363
http://www.sungro.com/
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Allied neWs

Southern Living Idea House
Benefiting St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, 
the 2013 Southern Living Idea House will open in 
late June at Nashville’s the Fontanel, a country 
music retreat formerly the home of Country Music 
Hall of Famer Barbara Mandrell. Southern Living 
fans are calling this one of the most unique sites 
for a Southern Living Idea House to-date. Gardens 
full of varieties from the Southern Living Plant 
Collection are surrounded by the Idea House 
grouping of buildings that includes a main building, 
guest home, two charming bunkhouses and a 
garage with a caretaker’s apartment. The landscape 
design features five One-Day Design Gardens by 
the Southern Living Plant Collection, designed to 
be achievable and creative solution gardens for 
the busy gardener. (southernlivingplants.com/
ideahouse2013)

Water With Ease
Brand new this year is 
Dramm’s One Touch 
Rain Wand, which 
eliminates the strain 
of squeezing in order 
to turn the water on 
and off. The new rain 
wand gives you complete and total water flow control 
with just one touch of your thumb. Simply move 
your thumb forward to water and move your thumb 
back to stop watering, saving you time and water 
when you move from plant to plant. Especially great 
for arthritic hands and a great item to have in water 
restricted areas. (www.dramm.com)

BioSafe Systems — New Plant 
Food for Homeowners
BioSafe Plant Food, 
an all-purpose plant 
food made of natural 
nutrients extracted from 
seeds, is now available 
to homeowners from 
BioSafe Systems. Easy 
to metabolize nutrition helps plants grow stronger 
roots, greener foliage and more blooms. This highly 
concentrated, liquid formula is non-salt based, so 
users won’t burn plants, can feed all plant types and 
are offered an economic solution to most commonly 
used water soluble fertilizers. (biosafesystems.com) 

Bell Aquaculture Partnering 
with Bob Tanem’s Enterprises
Bell Aquaculture is partnering with Bob Tanem’s 
Enterprises to provide Fish Rich Organic® Fertilizer 
to the Vegetable Garden at Homeward Bound’s 
New Beginnings Center in Novato, Calif. The 
announcement was made by Norman McCowan, 
president of Bell Aquaculture, who suggested the 
partnership when he and Bell’s Regina Dunlavy 
interviewed with Bob Tanem on the KSFO 560 Radio 
Show, “In The Garden,” about Fish Rich. 
 Tanem began testing Fish Rich on his own 
personal garden and at New Beginnings last year 
after responding to Bell Aquaculture’s outreach to 
gardening writers and program hosts. 
 If you would like to test Fish Rich, email 
maggie@absolutelypr.com.

New Information Packed 
Website for Sun Gro
It has been an exciting year for Sun Gro® Horticulture. 
Sun Gro’s growing leadership inspired their company 
to renew its online presence, so they launched the 
new and improved Sun Gro corporate website. The 
more visual, streamlined www.sungro.com offers a 
better user experience and provides more leverage 
to maximize Sun Gro’s online presence. New site 
features include a product database, with all pertinent 
product information, along with full information on 
technical services and other essential resources, like 
the Sun Gro’er Newsletter, which also has a fresh 
new look. (www.sungro.com)

WORX Introduces Trimmer/
Edger/Mini-mower
The new WORX 20V Max Lithium GT 2.0™ Trimmer/
Edger/Mini-mower is a powerful grass trimmer, a 
precision edger and even a mini-mower — all in one. 
It’s a lightweight, maneuverable, cordless machine 
that features an adjustable telescoping shaft to match 
the user’s height. There’s no starting woes with this 
green trimmer; just squeeze the trigger and go. When 
the wheels are in the mini-mower position, it trims 
hard-to-reach areas.
 The GT Trimmer/Edger has earned the right to 
bear the Energy Star label. Products with the Energy 
Star label are considered eco-friendly, help prevent 
global warming and promote cleaner air. (www.worx.
com)

http://southernlivingplants.com/ideahouse2013
http://southernlivingplants.com/ideahouse2013
http://www.dramm.com
http://biosafesystems.com
mailto:maggie@absolutelypr.com
http://www.sungro.com
http://www.sungro.com
https://www.worx.com
https://www.worx.com
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Hot off the Press

debra Lee Baldwin, 
succulents 
Simplified: 
Growing, Designing 
and Crafting with 
100 easy-Care 
Varieties, Timber 
Press, 272 pages, 
$24.95. Available now. 
Succulents Simplified 
is a complete succulent 

primer for beginning gardeners, crafters and DIYers. 
Succulents Simplified makes it easy to see why these 
stunning plants are so seductive. Whether you’re just 
starting out with succulents or looking to grow your 
collection, this book contains everything you need 
to know to grow them successfully — design ideas, 
seasonal care tips, quick projects and a list of the top 
100 easiest kinds, from bizarre to beautiful.

Kylee Baumle and 
Jenny peterson, 
indoor plant decor: 
The style Book 
for Houseplants, 
St. Lynn’s Press, 160 
pages, hardcover, 
$16.95. Available now. 
Indoor Plant Decor aims 
to inspire gardeners and 
non-gardeners alike 

to use houseplants to enhance their living spaces, 
seeing them as an integral part of their decor, not 
just an afterthought. Eight styles are featured which 
define particular decors and how you can use plants 
that match your unique style. Step-by-step projects 
accompany each style for hands-on creativity. 

Karen Chapman 
and Christina 
salwitz, Fine 
Foliage: elegant 
plant Combinations 
for Garden and 
Container, St. Lynn’s 
Press, 160 pages, 
hardcover, $16.95 
US/$18.50 CAN. 
Available now. Fine 

Foliage showcases more than 60 inspired plant 
partnerships. Each combination is given a two-page 
spread with full-color, high quality photographs of the 
grouping and of the individual plants within it. The 
authors provide a “recipe” for each design, starting 
with a descriptive “Why This Works.” Plant details 
include sun or shade requirements, seasons, zones, 
soil preference, and plant characteristics and care. 

Billy Goodnick, 
yards: Turn any 
Outdoor space 
in the Garden of 
your dreams, St. 
Lynn’s Press, 160 
pages, hardcover, 
$17.95. Available 
now. Learn how to 
achieve a low-cost, 
low-maintenance yard 

that’s environmentally savvy as well as beautiful — a 
place that works for every need. Billy Goodnick says 
“you gotta have a plan.” With step-by-step, clear 
examples, he demystifies the planning process: 
from site analysis to lifestyle considerations to plant 
selection. It’s all about training the eye to see the 

big picture first, so all the other pieces fall into place, 
leading to the outdoor environment of one’s dreams. 
Full color photos throughout.

Carolyn Harstad 
(drawings by Jean 
Vietor), Got sun?: 
200 Best native 
plants for your 
Garden, Indiana 
University Press, 208 
pages, 80 drawings, 
79 color illustrations, 1 
map, $28. Available now. 
Arranged in a question-
and-answer format, 
Got Sun? showcases 
native trees, shrubs, 

ground covers, ferns, vines, grasses and more than 
100 sun-friendly perennials for your home garden. 
Illustrated with details drawings and beautiful color 
photographs, this is a book to keep close at hand as 
you plan and plant your garden. For guidance about 
plant size, bloom times and planting requirements, 
take a stroll with Carolyn Harstad as she gives user-
friendly ideas for designing landscapes with native 
plants and their cultivars.

sylvan Kaufman 
and wallace 
Kaufman, invasive 
plants: Guide to 
Identification and 
the impacts and 
Control of Common 
north american 
species 2nd Edition, 
Stackpole Books, 528 
pages, paperback, $39.95. 
Available now. The unique 
features of this expanded, 

Continued on page 23
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easy-to-use field guide to over 200 terrestrial and 
aquatic plants considered to be invasive in North 
America’s natural areas include explanations of what 
each invasive does to its surroundings and a history 
of its travel and establishment on this continent. With 
full-color illustrations for each species, the authors 
describe the prominent identifying features, where 
it now occurs, and control practices followed by 
additional references. Introductory chapters describe 
what invasive plants are and the social, economic 
and political issues created by invasive plants. A 
chapter on controlling invasive plants introduces the 
reader to many techniques and this edition has a 
newly expanded section on organic controls. 

Cathy Jean 
Maloney, world’s 
Fair Gardens: 
shaping american 
Landscapes, 
University of Virginia 
Press, 256 pages, 53 
color, 70 black-and-
white illustrations, 
$39.95. Available now. 
Maloney offers a lavishly 
illustrated exploration of 

the gardens and grounds of nine of America’s great 
fairs. As showcases for dramatic changes in garden 
style and new technology, world’s fairs offered 
leading landscape designers and nurserymen the 
chance to tempt visitors to try new garden trends in 
backyards across the nation. The fairs also created 
an arena for intense competition among nations.

Thomas J. Mickey, america’s Romance 
with the english Garden, Ohio University 
Press, 272 pages, paperback, $26.95. Available 
now. Mickey explains that Americans were practically 
“seduced” by the rich imagery and lush writing they 

found in catalogs. Readers 
of America’s Romance 
with the English Garden 
will learn how the lawn 
became such a prominent 
feature of the American 
landscape, how English 
garden writers inspired 
19th century seed company 
and nursery owners, 
how these companies 
taught Americans how 
to garden through their 
mass-marketed catalogs, 

magazines and books, and how the obsession with 
new plant varieties became established.

Reggie d. Millette, Hostas — Grow your 
Hostas as per species Habits, Millette 

Photomedia, 352 pages, 
415 color photos, $29.95. 
Available now at www.
millettegardenpictures.
com. Reggie Millette 
is offering a complete 
new book on hostas. 
Millette emphasizes the 
importance of hosta 
species by categorizing 
cultivars on the basis of 
their species background. 
This unique method to 
the study of hostas lays 

the groundwork for growing hostas successfully 
and understanding what they have to offer. Further, 
he reviews disease problems, discusses the most 
popular hostas, and focuses on miniature hostas. 
All in all, his approach will benefit all levels of 
hosta enthusiasts, from the home gardener to the 
sophisticated aficionado. 

Continued from page 22

Felder Rushing, 
Bottle Trees: …and 
the whimsical art 
of Garden Glass, 
St. Lynn’s Press, 128 
pages, hardcover, $15.95. 
Available now. Originally 
meant to trap bad spirits, 
bottle trees arrived in the 
U.S. with the African slave 
trade and first took root 
in the South. Now it’s a 

popular art form. Felder Rushing has encountered 
thousands of bottle trees and other glass garden art 
in his travels across America and around the world. In 
Bottle Trees he presents 60 of his favorites, from the 
backyards of Mississippi to the Chelsea Flower Show 
to the glass fantasies of Dale Chihuly. With humor and 
affection he tells the stories behind the photographs: 
the history and lore of bottle trees and glass sculpture, 
and the inspired people who make them.

Christy wilhelmi, 
Gardening for 
Geeks, Adams Media, 
224 pages, paperback, 
$15.95. Available now. 
Gardening for Geeks is 
packed with advice that 
helps everyone from the 
novice to the seasoned 
gardener understand 
how to get the best 
yields and achieve 
long-term success and 

sustainability. Gardening for Geeks provides not just 
a how-to for anyone who wants to grow a garden, but 
a primer on avoiding common mistakes. The science 
offered in the book equips you with the knowledge 
you need for long-term success and continued 
experimentation and creativity. Wilhelmi shares the 
secrets and science of successful gardening with 
humor and fun facts that bring out your inner garden 
geek.
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   Welcome to the following new members who 
   joined the association in April and May 2013

neW MeMBers

peggy Coonley
Serendipity Traveler
Box 393
Rockport, MA 01966
(O) 978.879.7464
(H) 978.879.7464
pr@serendipitytraveler.com
http://www.serendipitytraveler.
com/home/index.php/site/blog/
www.serendipitytraveler.com

amy dabbs
Clemson Extension
259 Meeting St.
Charleston, SC 29401 
(O) 843.722.5940
(H) 843.737.3942
adabbs@clemson.edu

Gaetan deschenes
14-270 Anne-Hebert
St. Basile-Le-Grand, QC 
Canada
(O) 514.217.4200
(H) 450.461.2723
gaedeschenes@sympatico.ca

dannielle doyle
6618 S. Alkire St.
Apt # 1513
Littleton, CO 80127
(O) 720.469.8796
(H) 720.469.8796
dannielle@post.com
www.garden-trends.com

denise Gilchrist
26 Ringfield Rd.
Chadds Ford, PA 19317
(O) 215.479.0335
(H) 610.873.6228
flowerdance@verizon.net

ellen Goff
981 Bonum Rd.
Clover, SC 29710 
(O) 704.258.5904
(H) 803.631.3433
eog9612@aol.com

deneice Guest
Creative Ink
28 Caledonia Rd.
Ashville, NC 28803
(O) 828.253.1661
(H) 828.253.1661
dcguest@mac.com

Matthew Gundy
Greenwood Gardens
274 Old Short Hills Rd.
Short Hills, NJ 07078
(O) 973.258.4026
info@greenwoodgardens.org

davyd Hood
Isinglass
6907 Old Shelby Rd.
Vale, NC 28168
(O) 704.462.1847
(H) 704.462.1847

pamela Hubbard
1425 Astolat Rd.
Astolat Farm
Effort, PA 18330
(O) 570.629.7058
(H) 570.629.7058
pamsgarden@mac.com
pamsenglishcottagegarden.
blogspot.com

Curtis ippolito
1218 Dalhart Dr.
Richardson, TX 75080

(O) 214.708.0772
(H) 214.708.0772
curtis9980@hotmail.com

abra Lee
3433 W. Dallas St., #1138
Houston, TX 77019
(O) 404.989.1408
(H) 404.989.1408
helloabra@gmail.com

Joan Mcdonald
Front Yard to Table
188 Saint Margaret St.
Charleston, SC 29403
(O) 843.469.1531
(H) 843.722.8435
mcdonald.jc01@yahoo.com 
www.charlestongrit.com/joan-
mcdonald

amy Mullen
Spotts Garden Service
922 N Audubon Rd.
Indianapolis, IN 46219
(O) 317.946.7804
(H) 317.374.1745
amym@spottsgardens.com
FraudulentFarmgirl.com
SpottsGardens.com

Genevieve potvin
APTHQ
CP 72 
Rivière-du-loup, QC G5R 3Y7 
Canada
(O) 418.894.8883
(H) 418.894.8883
info@tourbehorticole.com
http://tourbehorticole.com/
wordpress/?lang=en
http://tourbehorticole.com/en/

Mike sikes
1417 Erica’s Pointe Dr.
Winder, GA 30680
(O) 706.224.3680
(H) 706.224.3680
msikes9@gmail.com

Michelle simakis
GIE Media
4012 Bridge Ave.
Cleveland, OH 44113
(O) 216.446.2719
(H) 347.451.0684
msimakis@gie.net
www.gardencentermagazine.com

Bill Terry
163 Hideaway Circle
Ingramm, TX 78025
(O) 830.343.6550
(H) 830.367.2321 
bterry@hctc.net

Robin Trott
Prairie Garden Farm
28874 - 180th St.
Starbuck, MN 56381
(O) 320.766.3307
(H) 320.239.2467
robin@prairie-garden.com
blog.lib.umn.edu/efans/ygnews/
www.prairie-garden.com

Caroline yourcheck
PowerGardening
519 Fairmount Ave.
Chatham, NJ 07928
(O) 973.868.2783
(H) 973.701.0403
yourcheck.caroline8@gmail.com

Special Opportunity to 
Visit Glen Villa Gardens
near Québec, Canada

One of Québec’s largest and most innovative 
private gardens will be open by special 
arrangement to garden writers attending this year’s 
GWA Annual Symposium. Glen Villa is located in 
North Hatley, Quebec, a two-hour drive south of 
Québec City. This 750-acre property is owned by 
pat webster and her husband, Norman Webster. 
 Glen Villa combines horticulture and art to 
showcase a beautiful natural setting. Situated 
on the grounds of an old resort hotel that once 
attracted thousands of visitors from across North 
America, the property offers a wide variety of story 
ideas: historic landscapes, garden art, naturalized 
plantings, and more. Many stories are relevant to 
American writers, particularly those from southern 
states.
 Glen Villa will be open to pre-registered visi-
tors before the symposium aug. 14, 9:00 a.m. – 
5:00 p.m. Following the symposium, it will be open 
aug. 20, 2:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. and aug. 21 and 
22, 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Contact Pat directly for 
more information (glenvillagardens.com).

China Terrace at Glen Villa Gardens.

http://glenvillagardens.com
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dates & events

JUNE 20-22
Herb Society of America Educational Conference 
& Annual Meeting, St. Louis Hilton Frontenac, St. 
Louis, Mo. (www.herbsociety.org)

JUNE 21-23
18th Annual Newport Flower Show, Rosecliff, 
Newport, R.I. Theme: “Jade: Eastern Obsessions.” 
(www.NewportFlowerShow.org or 401.847.1000)

JUNE 23-26
Garden Centers of America Summer Tour, Cleve-
land, Dayton, Cincinnati and Columbus, Ohio 
(www.gardencentersofamerica.org)

JUly 11-13
American Horticultural Society’s National Children & 
Youth Garden Symposium, hosted by Denver Botanic 
Gardens, Denver, Colo. 
(http://americanhort.ahs.org/ncygs)

JUly 13-16
OFA Short Course, Greater Columbus Convention 
Center, Columbus, Ohio (www.ofashortcourse.org)

JUly 19
16th Annual Woody Plant Conference at Swarthmore 
College, The Scott Arboretum of Swarthmore, Pa. 
The conferences focuses on great woody plants for 

the Mid-Atlantic states and how to best use them 
in the landscape. Co-sponsored by Chanticleer, 
Longwood Gardens, the Morris Arboretum of the 
Univ. of Pa., the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society, 
the Scott Arboretum of Swarthmore College, and 
Tyler Arboretum. (www.woodyplantconference.org/)

JUly 21-27
31st Perennial Plant Symposium, Sheraton Wall 
Centre Hotel, Vancouver, BC, Canada . One-
day seminar July 21 to benefit home gardeners, 
Master Gardeners, professional gardeners, green 
industry professionals and landscape enthusiasts. 
The seminar, open to all, will kick off the week-
long symposium. Topics include “Garden Design 
for Year-Round Beauty,” “The Best Edibles to Use 
in Your Landscape;” “Creating a New Vision from 
Scratch;” “Creative Solutions for Small Spaces;” and 
“New Plants from Canada’s Far East;” and “Frontal 
Gardens.” (www.perennialplant.org)

JUly 31 – AUgUst 1
Penn Atlantic Nursery Trade Show, Pennsylvania 
Convention Center, Philadelphia, Penn. 
(www.pantshow.com)

AUgUst 16-19
GWA 65th Annual Symposium, Québec City Hilton, 
Québec City, Canada. The schedule has been 

posted online. Register today to assure you have a 
spot on the tours. (www.gardenwriters.org)

AUgUst 20-22
Independent Garden Center Show (IGC), Navy Pier, 
Chicago, Ill. All consumer garden media are invited. 
(http://igcshow.com/igc12/public/enter.aspx)

AUgUst 22-24
Farwest Show, Oregon Convention Center, Portland, 
Ore. (www.farwestshow.com or contact ann 
Murphy — amurphy@oan.org) The Farwest Trade 
Show is sponsored by the Oregon Association of 
Nurseries.

sEptEmbEr 14 – OctObEr 13
Floriade 2013, Commonwealth Park, Cranberra, 
Australia. Theme: “Innovation: Inspiration for the 
Nation” (floriadeaustralia.com/visitor-info)

FEbrUAry 5-9, 2014
Northwest Flower & Garden Show, Washington 
State Convention Center, Seattle, Wash. 
(www.gardenshow.com)

mArch 15-23, 2014
Chicago Flower & Garden Show, Navy Pier, 
Chicago, Ill. Theme: “Do Green. Do Good.” 
(www.chicagoflower.com)
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http://www.NewportFlowerShow.org
http://www.gardencentersofamerica.org
http://americanhort.ahs.org/ncygs
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http://www.woodyplantconference.org/
http://www.perennialplant.org
http://www.pantshow.com
http://www.gardenwriters.org
http://igcshow.com/igc12/public/enter.aspx
http://www.farwestshow.com
mailto:amurphy@oan.org
http://floriadeaustralia.com/visitor-info
http://www.gardenshow.com
http://www.chicagoflower.com

