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Québec — Come Early, Stay Late
As you’re planning your trip to the GWA Annual 
Symposium this summer, one word of advice: 
allow yourself at least a few extra days. During the 
symposium itself, you’ll be visiting wonderful gardens, 
attending fascinating lectures and doing some prime 
networking, but there is never enough time to really 
visit the host city. Make sure you allow yourself at 
least a full day on your own to explore beautiful, 
historic Québec City, one of the most photogenic 
cities in North America. And let me make two further 
pre- or post-symposium suggestions: try to work the 
Montreal Botanical Gardens and Reford Gardens into 
your plans.
 The Montreal Botanical Gardens is the second 
largest botanical gardens in the world, second only 
to Kew Gardens in London. That in itself would 
be enough to warrant a visit, as would its superb 
Japanese, Chinese and First Nations gardens, not 
to mention its 10 exhibition greenhouses, but this 
summer something very special will be taking place 
there: the Mosaïcultures Internationales de Montréal 
world exhibition. Plant mosaics are three-dimensional 
plant sculptures in living color: carpet bedding on a 

more grandiose scale than you’ve ever seen 
before. There will be more than 70 of them 
representing over 30 countries and spread along 
a 2.2 km (1.3 mile) circuit. This is an exhibition you 
won’t want to miss: to get an idea, take a look at 
http://www.mosaiculturesinternationales.ca/en/.
 Most GWA members who plan to drive to 
Québec City will find Montreal is directly on their 

Mosaïcultures internationales.

P
hoto by Larry H

odgson.

GWA Media 
Awards Call 
for Entries
...Newly Updated and 
Expanded Categories

The explosion of new media channels provided 
the incentive to modernize the GWA Media Awards 
Program to allow more garden communicators the 
opportunity to receive recognition for their unique 
works and/or talents. A new emphasis has been 
placed on expanded categories for electronic works 
and older, unused options were streamlined or 
eliminated.
 Early submission discounts are offered until 
Feb. 15. All entries must be received by Mar. 8.
 Click Here to view details for the new GWA 
Media Awards Program for 2013.

http://www.mosaiculturesinternationales.ca/en/
http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=awards/index.html
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route, about 235 km (147 miles) southwest of 
Québec City. If you fly, you can easily arrange to land 
in Montreal, visit the Montreal Botanical Gardens, 
then continue on to Québec City by plane, train (a 
lovely trip!), bus or rental car.
 In the other direction, 350 km (225 miles) to 
the northeast of Québec City, at the start of the 
famously beautiful Gaspé Peninsula, lies Les 
Jardins de Métis (Reford Gardens). This garden is 
a Canadian National Historic Site and is recognized 
as one of Canada’s top horticultural attractions. The 
gardens were created between 1926 and 1958 by 
avid gardener Elsie Reford. During the symposium, 
we plan to have Elsie’s great-grandson and current 

director of the gardens, Alexander Reford, talk to 
you about the history of the gardens: a visit will 
allow you to see this garden with your own eyes. 
Don’t count on catching its emblematic flower, the 
blue poppy (Meconopsis betonicifolia), in full bloom 
in August – you would have to have visited in July 
– but you might find a few stragglers still in flower, 
plus there are some 3,000 other varieties of native 
and exotic plants just waiting to be discovered. The 
site also hosts the 14th edition of the International 
Garden Festival, a veritable launching pad for new 
ideas in contemporary landscape design. For more 
information: www.refordgardens.com.
 You can drive straight to the gardens via the 

Continued from page 1 south shore of the Saint Lawrence River, but if you 
have an extra day, I’d suggest driving along the north 
shore through beautiful Charlevoix County, then 
taking the ferry from St-Siméon to Rivière-du-Loup. 
No guarantees, of course, but every time I’ve taken 
that ferry, I’ve seen pods of beluga whales.
 And that’s just a beginning: so much to see, so 
much to do. Maybe you should make your visit to 
Québec City not just a business trip, but a family 
vacation!

Jardins de Métis.

P
hoto by Larry H

odgson.

GWA Membership 
Directory “Opt Out” 

Option
deadLine: Fri., Mar. 1

In support of the Garden Writers Association’s 
continuing efforts in sustainability, the 2013-14 
Directory will be available both in printed and 
electronic formats. The file will be available online 
in the Members Area in a read-only Adobe PDF 
format. If you wish to support our sustainability 
efforts, you can opt-out of receiving the PRINTED 
version of this year’s directory.
 To receive BOTH the printed AND electronic 
versions of the directory, do nothing. To receive 
only an electronic version of the directory:

• Login to the GWA site.
•  Go to the “Members Area” tab.
•  Scroll to the bottom of the profile page, click 

the box in the GWA Directory section.
•  Click submit to finalize your selection.
•  Please note: Requesting an electronic 

directory only removes you from the mailing 
list for a printed directory.

Continued on page 3
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consumers, did you know that under the leadership 
of C.L. Fornari GWA is also conducting several 
member surveys to determine the major issues in 
our profession? Look for details on that research 
soon (and if a questionnaire arrives in your in-box, 
PLEASE open it and respond!).

3. education: One of my personal priorities for my 
two-year term as president is to upgrade and expand 
our organization’s educational offerings. I am excited 
to say we are about to launch several new programs, 
including ones in which you can participate virtually, 
without investing travel budget money or travel 
time to attend. In addition, GWA is seeking active 
member leaders to help develop content for our new 
Special Interest Group (SIG) programs. Please get 
in touch with our new Director of Education Janel 
Leatherman, to express your interest and share 
ideas (see our Executive Director’s report on page 4 
for more details).

4. green industry Leadership: Kirk Brown, 
our GWA treasurer and bon vivant, rallied the board 
to form a Sustainability Task Force. Lois de Vries 
agreed to chair the effort, and in the past two years 
this volunteer group has created resource lists and 
white papers, reached out to other professional 
green industry groups, provided members with 
basic information on sustainable topics (including 
symposium workshops) and authored Quill & Trowel 
articles. I applaud the progress made by this group. 
Recently, the GWA board formalized their good work 
and created a standing Sustainability Committee. 

 If each member engaged in just one of our 
programs or offerings listed above, imagine the 
explosion of ideas that we could all enjoy! I challenge 
you to look into the many ways you can become 
more actively involved in GWA. You will find it 
rewarding, both personally and professionally.

 Debra Prinzing

President’s Message
I started out this message with 
a list of 10 ways you can make 
the most of your Garden Writers 
Association membership. But 
then I ran out of space due to my 
word count. Like all resourceful 
journalists who overwrite, 
though, I simply cut the story 
in half to create two (or more) 
articles. So, as part of what will 

be an ongoing series, here are the first four of 10 
reasons you should value your GWA membership. 

1. Contacts and networking: Results from our 
post-Tucson symposium survey reinforce my belief 
that personal business contacts and networking 
are a top draw for members. Those who responded 
listed “networking” as the number one benefit of 
attending the annual symposium. This was followed 
by the location and the exhibition. When you attend 
a GWA function, whether it’s a “connect” meeting, 
a regional meeting, a special education program or 
an annual symposium, you will gain valuable face-
time with your peers. Nothing can compare with 
those contacts. It’s invaluable the benefits of meeting 
kindred spirits who will return an email, answer the 
phone and, like you, value that human connection of 
our profession.

2. Research tools: GWA members have access 
to ongoing Garden Trends Surveys. I can vouch 
for the power of quoting data from a professionally 
conducted, timely survey in an article. (Find all recent 
research reports on the GWA website under “GWA 
Foundation/Garden Trend Surveys.”)
 I recently cited GWA’s findings about home-
owners’ fruit and vegetable-growing attitudes in 
an article that will run in a major airline’s in-flight 
magazine next month, giving my editor unique 
data that he could not have otherwise obtained. 
If you have a passion for research, volunteer to 
join the survey committee. In addition to polling 

diReCTORs
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New & Improved 
Awards Program
GWA is continuously 
working, through its 
committees, task forces 
and director networks, 
to expand benefits to 
the membership. As 
technology changes, 
members’ activities 
become more diverse, 

crossing and blending multiple media channels 
and audiences. Recognizing this change, the 
GWA Board of Directors updated for 2013 the 
GWA Garden Media Awards Program with fresh 
emphasis on electronic media works and trimming 
older technology categories. Additional emerging 
technologies were considered, but were not included 
for various definitional or technical reasons. The 
program will continue to review these options each 
year adding new categories as they become more 
defined.

Why Enter?
An employer called recently to verify awards received 
by a job applicant. Recipients are listed online for 
the past five years, but this applicant had older 
awards; so, the employer wanted clarification. In 
a competitive job market, beefing-up your resume 
with awards is a great way to set yourself apart 
from the masses. If employers are calling to verify 
credentials, they obviously matter. There is also 
something magical about standing before your peers 
and receiving accolades for the quality of your work. 
There really is nothing like it.
 As with anything new, we couldn’t cover every 
circumstance that may exist. We are still tinkering 
and clarifying as needed, but many members tell us it 
is a vast improvement. 

executive director’s report

Awards Deadline
The early entry deadline is Feb. 15 with final entries 
due by Mar. 8. We expanded the program in order 
to give more recognition to the unique professional 
talents and works of garden communicators. We 
hope you will respond by entering your best works 
created in 2012.

New Education Program
For the past year, GWA has discussed the need for 
a more coordinated educational effort to integrate 
a planned educational program into every aspect 
of our programs from the symposium to regional 
meetings, the Q&T, special publications, webinars, 
special interest groups, and right down to the weekly 
Clippings newsletter. 
 Our vision for educational programming is a 
significant undertaking that requires that we identify 
what is needed in order to create the resources 
and, then, get that information into the hands of 
those who need it, in as many ways as possible, 
by removing barriers to access while recognizing 
the users’ preference for how to absorb what is 
needed. Think about that for a moment. Our plan 
will require a group effort of the membership, the 
GWA Board of Directors and a special Education 
Task Force working in conjunction with a new staff 
position designed to facilitate, coordinate and support 
volunteer and other staff activities into an integrated 
effort addressing education for the association. 
 I am pleased to announce that Janel 
Leatherman has joined the GWA staff as Director 
of Education to help implement our plans for 
expanding educational programming. Janel has 
more than 20 years experience with GWA as a 
member, regional director, national director, officer 
and president. Her experience includes educational 
programming at botanical gardens and managerial 
experience at the Norfolk and Dallas farmers 
markets. She has also been involved with GWA’s 

movement to update our technology in recent years 
and in the long-range planning process that helped 
prioritize the educational need championed by 
current GWA President debra prinzing. Members 
with an interest in actively participating on the 
GWA Education Task Force should contact debra 
prinzing (president@gardenwriters.org), Janel 
Leatherman (ed.center@gardenwriters.org) or me 
(execdir@gardenwriters.org).

Moving Into the Future Survey
Statistics TF Chair C.L. Fornari has recently 
release the second in a series of membership 
surveys designed to help GWA better assist 
members with their needs. The survey focuses on 
members’ primary talents and aspirations for growth 
in their career planning and development.
 We cannot overstate the importance of everyone 
participating in this critical survey. Our survey efforts 
are an important means of collecting, sorting and 
prioritizing member needs for program planning; 
so, the greater the response, the more accurate our 
planning can be. Please take a few minutes to review 
and respond to the surveys our task force 
has distributed. If you did not see a survey in 
your email, please check your junk/spam file for a 
message from membership@gardenwriters.org 
VIA surveymonkey.com.

An Active New Year
Our 2013 program year started in January with a 
variety of meetings and activities across the country. 
In just the past six weeks, we have hosted or 
announced: 3 GWA Connect Meetings, 7 Regional 
Meetings, and 3 special workshops.
 The number of events and deadlines being 
announced has generated an unusual level of GWA 
email in recent weeks. We are most fortunate that our 

Continued on page 5
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Robert C. LaGasse 
Executive Director

Continued from page 4

regional directors and event hosts are so enthusiastic 
and want even more promotion of events, but at the 
same time, some members have expressed their 
feelings that we are sending too much information 
already.

More Activity Means …More
While the enthusiasm of our volunteers is remarkable 
and electronic messaging is inexpensive, the office is 
constantly aware of the total volume of messages in 
the distribution pipeline. These include:

• Vendor “press kits” from the Electronic Media 
Information Service (EMIS)

• GWA direct email to regional members
• GWA e-blasts for national events
• Garden Writers Association FB page messages
• @gardenwriters Twitter messages
• Snail-mail flyers on regional events & national 

workshops.
• Committee & task force messages and surveys 

and survey follow-ups
• Bi-monthly Quill & Trowel issues
• Weekly GWA News Clippings e-newsletter

 The good/bad news is that GWA is a very active 
organization and regional meetings are no longer just 
LOCAL events. Our mobile membership is constantly 
on the move, circulating to industry events across 
the continent, and that means that members in any 
region can and do have the opportunity to participate 
in events in any other region. SO, the GWA Board 
has requested wider circulation of information on 
regional event TOPICS to allow more members 
greater use of their travel schedules; therefore, to 
allow more members to fit GWA events into their 
travel schedules.

You Can Opt Out, BUT…Caution
We are trying to spread the number of messages 
out and combining information on multiple events 

into a single message. Our objective is to make 
our communications with members meaningful and 
effective, and we are aware that too many messages 
can quickly become counterproductive. If you don’t 
want all the information we send, you can opt out, but 
please beware of unintended consequences:

— eMis Messages: Supplier messages come 
from a separate constant contact list used only 
for that purpose. You may opt out by clicking the 
unsubscribe link at the bottom of any message 
containing the “GWA Electronic Media Information 
Service” header. If you opt out, it is an all-or-none 
decision, and once unsubscribed, you will receive 
no further vendor information via GWA. We cannot 
put you back on the list. You must re-subscribe on 
your own.

— gwa events & announcements: We use 
a separate constant contact list (no EMIS header) 
to communicate program, meeting and member 
information announcements. This list is a major 
communications channel with the membership. 
Opting out will severely curtail your timely access 
to information on what is happening at all levels of 
GWA programs. If you opt out of this list, it is an 
all-or-none decision, and once unsubscribed, you 
will receive no further GWA program information, 
and we cannot put you back on the list. You must 
re-subscribe on your own.

— gwa Clippings newsletter:  Our third 
major communications channel with the membership 
is the weekly GWA News Clippings newsletter. This 
publication contains:

• a weekly digest of GWA events and activities 
posted on our website,

• interesting news of the publishing industry 
around the world,

• event deadline reminders, 
• new services announcements,

• reminders of other services and benefits you 
may have forgotten, and

• more.
 Clippings is the easiest and most time effective 
means to keep up with what is happening in GWA. 
Should you choose to opt out, we cannot put you 
back on the list. You must re-subscribe on your own.
 There is a lot happening in GWA, and we are 
very excited that a lot more is in development for our 
future. We thank every member for your support and 
ask your patience and active participation as we work 
through the current communications flurry.

Helping Us Grow

The following members have been credited with 
recruiting a new member in 2013. Each member 
who successfully recruits a new member receives 
a $15 credit toward this year’s dues, up to $85. 
Congratulations, and thank you to the following 
members for their help in making GWA grow.

One New Member
Steven Biggs
David Ellis
Billy Goodnick
Dawn Hummel
Mary-Kate Mackey

Tovah Martin
Peggy Anne Montgomery
Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp
Nan Sterman
Frances Tenenbaum



page 6 QUILL & TROWEL NEWSLETTER       NO. 1      FEBRUARY 2013

GWA Foundation Scholarships Awarded
Recently the Garden Writers Association Foundation 
(GWAF) announced recipients of the 2013 Student 
Scholarship Grants in Gardening Communications 
and the Kathleen Fisher Memorial Scholarship. The 
Foundation’s mission is to encourage students who 
major in horticulture, plant science or journalism to 
develop their skills with further education toward 
a career in home garden media communications. 
The scholarship award is intended as a tuition aid 
or as an aid in the purchase of textbooks, garden 
books and special horticultural projects to further a 
student’s horticultural journalism skills or their garden 
photographic skills.
 The Kathleen Fisher Memorial Scholarship is 
presented in recognition of Kathleen Fisher, who 
was the editor of The American Gardener, the 
journal of the American Horticultural Society. It is 
given annually in the amount of $500 to any post 
secondary student, including technical schools and 
communication colleges, majoring in horticulture, 
plant science or journalism, with an interest in garden 
communications.
 GWAF general scholarship grants are provided 
for college-level juniors or seniors enrolled as fulltime 
students majoring in horticulture, plant science or 
journalism, with an interest in garden communication, 
including garden photography. General scholarships 
are given annually and vary in number (from two to 
six), and an amount ($250-$2,000) depending on the 
scholarship endowment earnings.
 Applicants must submit a minimum of two written 
compositions or photographs. They must plan to 
complete undergraduate studies in the institution 
administering the GWAF scholarship and have a 
cumulative grade point average of at least 3.0 on a 
4.0 scale. The scholarship grants were conveyed in
December for the 2013 spring term. A total of $6,500 
in student grants was given.

Student Scholarship Recipients
Working with plants and 
spending time outdoors has 
been part of REBECCA 
BOHliNG’s life since she 
was very young. Rebecca 
was born in Topeka, Kan., 
and at age six moved with 
her family to their current 
residence near Scandia, 
Kan. She remembers 
playing outside and helping 

her mom with the vegetable gardens. When old 
enough, she started working during the summer for 
a local vegetable farmer, cutting weeds and helping 
harvest green beans and tomatoes. 
 Rebecca is a senior at Kansas State University 
and will graduate in May. Her major is landscape 
design and she is interested in all things related to 
flowers and landscaping. During her time at college 
she has been a coxswain on the rowing team, 
president of Smurthwaite Scholarship-Leadership 
House, involved with The Navigator’s bible studies, 
and competed in PLANET Student Career Days 
which is a three-day conference, competition and 
career fair with industry leaders. 

JENNy HECk is a senior 
in the Department of 
Horticultural Sciences at 
the University of Minnesota 
Twin Cities. She started 
her studies in journalism at 
Columbia College Chicago 
in 2009, but she decided 
to transfer back home 
to Minneapolis, Minn., 

to pursue her 
true passion in 
horticulture. Her 
program of study 
concentrates on 
management 
and production 
in sustainable 
horticultural systems. Over the summer she was 
the apprentice at a small vegetable and herb 
farm in Quebec. Her work included greenhouse 
management, field work and a “beet” in the farm’s 
weekly newsletter. When Jenny is not working or 
in school, she likes to be involved in extracurricular 
activities around campus. She is a member of the 
Horticulture Club where she works with peers to 
put on the club’s annual perennial and vegetable 
plant sale, growing and transplanting plants all 
winter. Similarly, she volunteers at Cornercopia, the 
student organic farm where she helps with garden 
maintenance. As Jenny prepares to graduate in May 
2013, she is looking for a career in local vegetable, 
fruit or floral production. 

kORBiN lyN PAUl 
turned 24 in January. 
Her family lives in the 
Midwest, just one hour’s 
drive into Wisconsin 
from the University of 
Minnesota in the Twin 
Cities where she is in 
her final year studying 
organic horticulture. Her 

mom passed away two years ago and now at family 
gatherings, Korbin enjoys spending time with the next 

Continued on page 7
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generation’s young ones, inspiring them with things 
from the natural world. Korbin likes to move. Yoga 
satiates this on a daily basis. Travel is her bigger 
satisfaction. Korbin spent three months this past 
summer traveling, studying and farming in Nepal 
and India. The next trip could be to anywhere, but 
first she is planning on plugging into growing organic 
native fruit crops in northern Wisconsin. When Korbin 
is not studying or traveling, you can find her playing 
the bells in the Midway-Frogtown Arborator’s Polka 
Band, in the greenhouse, her kitchen or out in the 
forests of the Midwest stalking the wild foods to learn, 
know and eat!

DUsTiN sTOll grew 
up in a rural part of 
Hutchinson, Kan. He 
went to Haven High 
School, which is where 
he became interested 
in photography and 
journalism. After 
graduating from Haven, 
he attended Hutchinson 
Community College. 
While there, he was 

part of the student publications department and was 
the photographer for the sports department. While 
in Hutchinson, he also had photographs published 
for multiple newspapers and magazines, including 
Popular Photography. After earning an Associate 
of Science degree from Hutchinson Community 
College, he took a break from school and found a 
job at Botanica: The Wichita Gardens in Wichita, 
Kan. This is where he found his love of working with 
plants. Starting in the fall of 2012, he started attending 
Kansas State University for a degree in horticulture. 
Dustin is specializing in landscape design and would 
like to design residential landscapes, and maybe even 
his own botanic garden someday.

kARi WEiss is a 2009 
honor graduate of 
Highland High School, 
Highland, Ill. Kari was 
an active 4-H and FFA 
member and officer. 
She was on the state 
winning horticulture 
CDE team and 
continues to give back 
to the organization by 
being the National FFA 
Convention graphics 
intern for the past two 

years. She is currently a senior at the University 
of Missouri, dual majoring in plant science and 
agricultural journalism, with a minor in business. 
Since her admission to MU, Kari has earned a 
place on the College Agriculture, Food and Natural 
Resources Dean’s List each semester. As a member 
of CAFNR Student Development Board she interacts 
with alumni through special projects. She has 
been an intricate part of Sigma Alpha Professional 
Agricultural Sorority, serving as the 2011-12 Public 
Relations Committee Chairperson. Kari belongs to 
the MU Agricultural Communicators of Tomorrow 
Organization and represented MU as the national 

Continued from page 6 secretary/treasurer during 2011-12. She was 
named CAFNR’s Outstanding Junior in the spring of 
2012. This past summer, she interned with Syngenta 
doing soybean development research. Kari will 
graduate in May 2014 and hopes to continue her 
education in the field of plant genetics by obtaining a 
masters degree.

Student Kathleen Fisher 
Memorial Scholarship

CATHERiNE MARsH’s 
love of nature began as a 
child spending summers 
at her grandparent’s lake 
house. As a young adult, 
she and her husband 
purchased a home 
on a large, overgrown 
lot. To help identify 
the various plants and 
shrubs, she worked at 
a garden center while 

attending Rock Valley College. At RVC, she took 
field botany. She loved this class and it fueled her 
desire to receive a horticulture education. When she 
chose to stay home with their children, her volunteer 
activities began. They allowed her to fulfill her love 
for everything green. First, she became a Master 
Gardener through the U of I Extension. Next, she 
became involved in their neighborhood association 
and wrote several grants for beautification projects 
and responsibilities included funding, design and 
execution. Although the neighborhood projects have 
been fun, Common Ground is the accomplishment 
that has given her the most satisfaction. This large 
community garden started by her church not only 
helped families within the community learn to grow 
their own food, but more than 5,000 pounds of fresh 
produce has been donated to the local food pantry 
each year. 

Stay informed on all the latest 
in the Association. 

Join GWA on 
Facebook: Garden Writers Association

and
Twitter: @GardenWriters
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The Garden’s Impact on the Eco-sphere
By MARCiA TATE

All living things — humans, animals, insects and 
plants — weave a delicate web of interdependence 
on planet Earth as parts of one holistic system. 
Protecting their habitats is a cause we all love to 
champion but, in much of North America, the choices 
we’ve made as a society are beginning to take a toll 
on our own backyards and the ecosphere around us.
 Our relationship with Mother Earth? It’s 
complicated. Today’s civilization has become a 
worldwide unrestrained force to be reckoned with: 
Ever-increasing population growth, increased 
personal consumption, and disruptive technologies 
have created the perfect storm. 

Changing Weather Patterns
Tom Spencer, host of The Wildflower Hour, has been 
answering gardening questions in Central Texas 
since 1983. The most frequent question that he’s 
asked these days is about the weather. His radio 
show is broadcast from Austin, on the dividing line of 
the moist east and arid west, where the environment 
is subject to radical shifts.
 “We’re suffering through a drought right now and 
there’s an increasing realization that climate change 
is real. People who may have been skeptics are 
looking around and asking ‘What can we do?’ The 
growth in our region is exploding and our reservoirs 
are looking really empty.”
 Spencer believes in teaching a message of 
responsibility. “You can have a perfectly manicured 
garden and it can still be sustainable; it’s a matter of 
scale.” He suggests to his audience that reducing 
turf areas and utilizing much more drought-tolerant 
plants will save them time, energy and money – while 
cutting down on their carbon footprint. 

Managing Water 
More Sustainably
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
reports that managing the supply and availability 
of water is one of the most critical natural resource 
issues facing the world. It states that water use in 
the United States is increasing every year, and many 
new regions are starting to feel the pressure. 
 Nate Downey is a principal at PermaDesign in 
Santa Fe, N.M., and author of the award winning 
book Harvest the Rain. His landscape architecture 
design projects usually start with water harvesting, a 
critical step toward a sustainable future. “Our planet’s 
water shortage is a reality for one in five people 
worldwide, but enough precipitation falls annually 
to provide ample water for everybody. We simply 
have to collect, store, distribute and reuse a small 
percentage of what falls from the sky,” he says.
 Rainwater harvesting is an ancient technique 
that has been neglected in industrialized countries 
since the hydraulic pump came into common usage 
in the last century. “We have an opportunity with 
every roof, every road and impervious surface, 
such as a patio, to harvest rain while reducing the 
pollution-causing sediment that collects in runoff from 
a downpour.”
 Downey suggests directing the rainwater into a 
contour swale, which allows it to soak into the soil 
and the roots of neighboring plants. Adding a thick 
layer of mulch also helps to insulate the soil and 
reduce evaporation. “Mulch provides some good 
wind protection for the soil, which not only holds soil 
in place, but creates a more hospitable environment 
for soil microorganisms.” In his work, Downey applies 
the principles of permaculture, a design system that 
embraces the concepts and goals of sustainability.
 Water harvesting is good for the gardener – who 

can have more productive plants and a smaller water 
bill, and good for the economy – by helping farmers 
and communities be more productive, successful and 
self-sustaining.

Reducing Toxic Runoff
Everything flows downstream. This includes lawn 
fertilizers and chemicals — big sources of nitrogen 
and phosphorus pollution and toxic runoff. To protect 
waterways, the Chesapeake Bay Foundation 
advocates that we reduce or eliminate the use of 
synthetic herbicides and pesticides, and learn to live 
with a weed or two. 
 Carol Deppe, author of The Resilient Gardener, 
agrees with them. “I’d prefer to have frogs than to 
have lawns without dandelions. No one is going 
to die or starve if you’ve got dandelions.”  Deppe, 
who has a Ph.D. in Biology from Harvard University, 
has been experimenting with crops and gardening 
in Corvallis, Ore., since 1979.  
 Deppe believes that in the long run we’d all 
be better off without pesticides. “With respect to 
food crops and herbicides,” she says, “it can get 
complicated.” In the garden, as in life, there are no 
clear-cut answers and controversy abounds. “In spite 
of thousands of years of gardening experience, all of 
us are still learning from one another, experimenting 
and finding new ways to be successful. That’s part of 
what makes gardening so much fun.”

Garden-scale Sustainability
Empowering people to create a healthy environment 
begins with change at the local level. Amy Johnson 
is doing just that. In her work as director of outreach 
at Hillside Farm CSA in Media, Pa., she brings more 
than 15 years experience in organic agriculture to 
creating innovative, educational programming for 
both kids and adults. 
 Her own family is one of a growing number of 

Continued on page 9

Sustainability
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young households committed to a self sufficient and 
sustainable lifestyle. Ask Amy where she lives and 
she’ll tell you “the house on the corner, the one with 
the chickens.” Instead of a lawn, her 1,200 sq. ft. 
house is surrounded by beds of vegetables, herbs, 
fruit and flowers, as well as egg-laying hens and 
rabbits. This is definitely not a typical backyard in her 
small suburban town, because her garden at Second 
and Edgemont, on any given day, is humming with life. 
 C.L. Fornari, host of the radio program 
GardenLine, believes that gardening is one of 
the most life-affirming things we can do, so she is 
dedicated to drawing people into the garden. “I think 
that we are charged with a very important task of 
keeping alive the pleasure of being engaged with the 
natural world.” 
 Gazing out into the woods in front of her house 
in Cape Cod, Mass., on a cold winter day, she 
shares this thought. “Our responsibility as garden 
communicators is, first of all, to look at how we 
can achieve a better balance in our own gardens; 
and then communicate the joy of doing that to our 
audience. We have to inspire them to get out there 
with open eyes, open hearts and open minds.” 

Marcia Tate is a photographer, writer and garden 
coach who specializes in native plants and sus-
tainable gardening. Her photography has appeared 
in juried exhibits, national magazines and is dis-
played in numerous private and public collections. 
Marcia is a popular speaker and workshop leader at 
regional gardens, industry conferences, and garden 
clubs. (www.marciatate.com)

Continued from page 8

GWA WorksHoP 

Speaker’s Workshop
February 23
1533 Springhouse Road

Allentown, PA

8:15 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Registration Fee:
Members/spouses: $75/person

Non-Members: $100/person

selling the excitement: 
developing and delivering 

Vibrant presentations

This workshop will show you many tricks of the 
professional speaking trade that will guarantee 
repeat bookings and rave reviews. Learn how to 
perfect your presentations and better market yourself 
to broader audiences. Find out how to craft stories 
that make your points “sticky,” add original humor, 
improve visuals, and refine your body language. 
Discover how to make all your topics resonate with 
any audience.

Contact: kirk R. Brown
  vista6211@verizon.net
  610.391.0291

about our speaker: 
C.L. Fornari is an 
author, speaker and host 
of GardenLine on WXTK. 
She presents programs 
to a range of horticultural 
organizations and green 
industry trade shows 
as well as other venues 
such as alumni societies, 
women’s groups, spiritual retreats, educational 
symposiums and writers conferences. C.L. runs a 
consultation service at Hyannis Country Garden that 
serves homeowners and professional landscapers. 
She also does event planning and writing for this 
independent garden center. As a writer, she is a 
regular contributor to several magazines. She 
blogs at WholeLifeGardening.com. Her website is 
www.GardenLady.com, and she gardens at Poison 
Ivy Acres on Cape Code.

Resources
Tom Spencer www.soulofthegarden.com
Nate Downey www.permadesign.com
Chesapeake Bay 
   Foundation www.cbf.org
Carol Deppe www.caroldeppe.com
Amy Johnson  www.secondandedgemont.com
C.L. Fornari website: www.gardenlady.com 
 blog: www.wholelifegardening.com

www.marciatate.com
mailto:vista6211@verizon.net
WholeLifeGardening.com
www.GardenLady.com
http://www.soulofthegarden.com
http://www.permadesign.com
http://www.cbf.org
http://www.caroldeppe.com
http://www.secondandedgemont.com
http://www.gardenlady.com
http://www.wholelifegardening.com
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The following regional meetings are scheduled for 2013. Additional information will be posted 
online at www.gardenwriters.org and in future issues of the Quill & Trowel newsletter.

region 2

regional Meetings

Sustainable SITES and 
Washington Highlights

saturday, May 25
7:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.

Registration fee: By Apr. 17 By May 17
GWA Members $35/person $45/person
Non-members $50/person $60/person

 Four stops, three tours 200 years in the making, 
and one outstanding GWA meeting to experience it all! 

• American University & its William McDonough 
“Cradle to Cradle” sustainability initiative 

• Frederick Law Olmsted’s iconic design of the 
Capitol grounds 

• Beatrix Farrand’s historic design for Dumbarton 
Oaks

• Networking opportunities
• Trunk show of plants & stuff
 
 Bring your significant other, spouse, gardening 
friend or children and plan to expand the meeting 
into a full patriotic celebration of an unforgettable 
Memorial Day.

Contact: Kirk R. Brown
 vista6211@verizon.net • 610.391.0291

(Region II May 25 Meeting)

Quaker Routes to Horticulture
Friday, July 12

8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.

Registration fee: By May 29 By July 5
GWA members $35/person $45/person
Non-members $50/person $60/person

400 years of international Quaker routes 
to horticulture: Travel the roads that introduced 
the scientific study of botany to generations of 
gardeners and, along the way, invented the world of 
ornamental horticulture. 

• Awbury Arboretum: Guests will network on the 
grand lawn of the historic Francis Cope house, the 
19th century’s passion for reusing all of the plants 
introduced by Bartram’s Boxes into a new and 
natural English-style landscape.

• stenton House & Garden: This 18th century 
Georgia mansion was the centerpiece of the 511 
country plantations of James Logan, secretary to 
William Penn and the Colony of Pennsylvania.

• Meadowbrook Farm: Meadowbrook, designed 
and created by J. Liddon Pennock, Jr. (1913-2003) 
is a grand and exuberant estate featuring a retail 
nursery, gardens and more. 

Contact: Kirk R. Brown
 vista6211@verizon.net • 610.391.0291

(Region II July 12 Meeting)

Connect Meeting

Continued on page 11

Region ii
saturday, Feb. 23

6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
6211 Vista Terrace, Orefield, Pa.

RsVp a must
This gathering is being held for those attending the 
Speaker’s Workshop during the day, but also with 
an invitation extended to all GWA members, family, 
friends and possible new members who might be 
interested in networking with a large group.
 Please bring an appetizer or dessert to share, 
along with your spouse/significant other. We also 
encourage you to invite a non-member who might 
find GWA a wonderful addition to their life. There 
will be a well-focused place to put out your business 
cards/brochures, but we don’t want to encourage 
large displays of obvious self-promotion. There will 
be time during the evening to introduce yourself and 
your work to the group.

Contact: Kirk R. Brown
 
 Work: 610.530.8752; gardendesign@enter.net 
 Home: 610.391.0291; vista6211@verizon.net

(Region II Connect Meeting)

mailto:vista6211@verizon.net
http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/region2_5_25.html
mailto:vista6211@verizon.net
http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/region2_7_12.html
mailto:gardendesign@enter.net
mailto:vista6211@verizon.net
http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/region2_2_23.html
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region 5 region 7

GWA Books & Blogs 2013
Friday, February 22
6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

7738 seward park ave. south
seattle, washington

Registration fee: By Feb. 18
GWA Members $45/person

Spring is here in the horticulture 
world. And for most of us, that 
means launching new books, 
creating new blog themes and 
dreaming up new projects. And 
then there’s getting the word out 
to our readers and fans!
 GWA is here to help. Join 
your fellow GWA members for 
a fun and festive evening of 
self-promotion. Like a “flash 
mob,” we’re going to come together for an instant 
book launch and blog-promo party.
 Enjoy tasty, locally sourced hors d’oeuvres, 
savor an inventive botanical cocktail concocted by 
amy stewart, author of The Drunken Botanist 
(recipes included). Share your latest project with 
fellow members. You’ll come home with lots of ideas 
and inspiration, professional connections (and door 
prizes) to inspire you for a prosperous spring season 
as a garden communicator.
 Hosted by GWA President debra prinzing and 
GWA Region VI National Director nan sterman. 
Special guest and co-host amy stewart.

Contact: debra prinzing (dkprinzing@aol.com)
(Region VI Connect Meeting)

Chicago Flower & Garden Show
saturday, March 9
8:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Chicago Flower & garden show
Navy Pier • Chicago, Illinois

Registration fee: By Feb. 24
GWA members $35/person
Non-members $45/person

Chicago’s Navy Pier will transform into a runway for 
the bold and beautiful Hort Couture-themed Chicago 
Flower & Garden Show. GWA attendees can tour the 
show floor for two full hours before it opens to the 
public. Visit chicagoflower.com for show information.
 Sessions include:
• Welcome — Tony Abruscato, Chicago Flower & 

Garden Show director
• live soil & the Creation of Gardens — Terry 

Guen, landscape architect at Terry Guen Design 
Association, Inc.

• lunch (sponsored by the Chicago Flower & 
Garden Show)

• Region V Business Meeting
• Pechakucha-style Presentation — staff at 

Cantigny Gardens
• Finding and incorporating locally Grown 

Natives — Heather Prince or Carol Massat with 
The Growing Place and possibly representatives 
from Midwet Groundcovers

• Guided tour of show floor with FGS creative 
director or return to show floor as desired

Contact: amy Mcdowell
 (amyandtim1@gmail.com • 515.210.6505)

(Region V Chicago Flower Show)
 

Canada Blooms

saturday, March 16
8:00 a.m. – 2:45 p.m.

Canada Blooms
direct energy Centre

Toronto, Ontario, Canada

Registration:  $50 – Tour/Business of Garden   
  Writing Sessions/Lunch

 $15 – Tour/Business of Garden   
  Writing Sessions

• Guided tour of Canada Blooms before the 
crowds arrive

• Networking time with fellow garden writers
• “Business of Garden Writing” session 1 — 

Speaker: Larry Hodgson tells how he turned 
his garden writing into a paying habit.

• “Business of Garden Writing” session 2 —
 Hear from four garden writers about how 

they use online technologist such as Twitter, 
Facebook, bogging and much more to cultivate 
readers. Panel: niki Jabbour, Cristina de 
Silva, Helen Battersby, Kat Fox.

• Networking lunch
• Words from Fiskars, our major sponsor

Contact: Ken Brown
 (kcbrown@sympatico.ca •  905.665.9411)
 
(Note: Media accreditation is required for 
complimentary access to Canada Blooms. To 
register, go to: http://www.canadablooms.com/code/
public_folder/media_form.aspx.)

(Region VII Canada Blooms)

regional Meetings continued

region 6

mailto:dkprinzing@aol.com
http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/region6_2_22.html
www.chicagoflower.com
mailto:amyandtim1@gmail.com
http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/region5_3_9.html
mailto:kcbrown@sympatico.ca
http://www.canadablooms.com/code/public_folder/media_form.aspx
http://www.canadablooms.com/code/public_folder/media_form.aspx
http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/region7_3_16.html
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Community Garden 
Project — A Labor 
of Love and Sharing
DONAlD G. FABBi, D.A.

The City of Las Vegas Doolittle Senior Center 
Community Garden project was formally dedicated 
on May 17, 1995. The garden is celebrating its 18th 
anniversary this year.
 Its design and construction were made possible 
through the partnership of the City of Las Vegas, 
the University of Nevada Cooperative Extension 
and its Master Gardeners. There are 40 beds 20” 
in height. This allows for handicap accessibility and 
easy access to all sides by the senior participants.
 More than a community garden in the traditional 
sense, there are multiple aspects to this community-
based program. It has served as a learning center 
and as an educational tool for such groups as 
Operation Head Start, a children’s program for 
disadvantaged children. The children have learned 
how to plant seeds and where their food comes from. 
The garden has also provided rehabilitation services 
for victims of stroke and head trauma injury. It also 
serves as a research and demonstration garden 

for crops not normally considered or thought to be 
easily grown in our Zone 9 climate. The multicultural 
gardeners have had a large degree of success 
with many varieties of peanuts, sweet potatoes, 
soybeans, cotton, tobacco and sugar cane.
 Perhaps the thing that the more than 36 
community garden enthusiasts and over 10 Master 
Gardener volunteers are most proud of is their Plant 
a Row for the Hungry program. PAR was initiated 
at the garden Apr. 8, 2003. To date, the garden 
devotees have donated in excess of 5,630 pounds 
of produce to the needy in the community — all out 
of love.
 Our priority for distribution is to share the 
excess produce with the needy within our 
immediate garden contacts and secondly, with the 
needy, homeless and street people walking by 
the garden. This includes children on their way to 
school with no lunch (carrots, peanuts, etc.) in this 
blighted neighborhood. Additional priorities include 
the Doolittle Senior Center, Three Square Food 

Bank and six other food pantries.
 The Community Garden received national 
attention on Oct. 19, 2004, when a reporter from 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture extolled its 
virtues. The lead line to the story began: “There is a 
community garden for senior citizens in Las Vegas 
that provides deep friendship, ethnic crops and food 
for the hungry. In this edition…we visit that garden in 
southern Nevada.”
 In addition to the Community Garden’s 
affiliation with PAR, it is proud of its association 
with the National Wildlife Federation’s Certified 
Backyard Wildlife Habitat program and the American 
Community Garden Association.

Donald Fabbi is a third generation native Nevadan. 
Born in Central Nevada (Tonopah), he moved to Las 
Vegas in 1946. He has 65 years experience in the 
cultivation of flowers, fruit trees, vegetables, plants 
and bushes, both native and non-native in USDA 
Zones 4 thru 11. 

(a) The sign designating the doolittle senior garden as a plant a Row 
garden. (B) Kids celebrating our garden party. (C) a handicapped 
volunteer works in the vegetable garden. (d) The paR small row marker 
designates the tomatoes grown in the garden.

a B

C

d
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Photographer’s corner

Continued on page 14

Embedding Metadata
By MARk TURNER

This is the second part of a series about using 
metadata embedded in your digital photo files to 
identify you as the creator (so you can get paid) 
and identify the subject of your photos (so captions 
travel with your photos). In the first part of this series, 
published in the December 2012 Quill & Trowel, 
Susan Ferguson shared a photo researcher’s per-
spective about why it’s important to embed metadata 
in your image files. This month, I’ll point out  how to 
do it with some of the more popular software tools.

Two Kinds of Metadata
There are two kinds of metadata. One, EXIF 
(EXchangeable Image File), is written to your image 
files by your camera and contains data like exposure, 
focal length, camera model, etc.
 Second, and more important to photographers 
marketing their work, is IPTC (International Press 
Telecommunications Council) metadata. This 
standard for embedding image information in 
digital image files was originally developed for the 
newspaper industry. The standard has been widely 
adopted by photographers worldwide. The current 
version employs XMP (Extensible Metadata Platform) 
and most modern image manipulation programs 
support it.

 IPTC metadata is written either to a “header” in a 
JPEG or TIFF file, or to an XMP “sidecar file” for raw 
images like Canon .CR2 or Nikon .NEF. These sidecar 
files have the same filenames as the raw files they 
describe, but are an .xmp extension, and need to be 
kept in the same folder as the raw files. Your software 
will handle that for you unless you manually move files.

When to Embed IPTC Metadata
Ideally, you want to embed your copyright and 
contact details in every one of your image files 
immediately upon copying them from your camera’s 
memory card to your computer. You can automate 
that process, using metadata templates, in some of 
the programs listed below. Batch processing is an 
important feature, which is why I rarely edit metadata 
in Photoshop.
 Adding captions and keywords takes a little 
longer because you have to actually know what to 
write, but you still want to embed those details as 
soon as possible. That way every derivative file you 
make and send out will include complete metadata.
 In my workflow, I add my contact and copyright 
details before I edit my images to eliminate the 
clunkers. Once the junk is trashed then I add 
captions and keywords.

Software Tools for 
Working With 
Metadata
When I started writing 
this article I intended 
to provide a tutorial 
explaining exactly how 
to embed metadata with 
each of several commonly 
used programs. I quickly 

realized that wasn’t practical in the space available. 
Instead, I’ll point you to online resources you can use 
to learn how to work with metadata in the program 
you already own or are considering purchasing.

Some of the programs (all Windows and Mac 
unless noted) that handle metadata tasks well for 
many image file formats are:

• Adobe Lightroom: http://www.adobe.com/
products/photoshop-lightroom.html

• Adobe Photoshop: http://www.adobe.com/
products/photoshop.html

• Adobe Photoshop Elements: http://www.adobe.
com/products/photoshop-elements.html

• Adobe Bridge (included with Photoshop and many 
other Adobe Creative Suite products)

• Apple Aperture (Mac only): 
 http://www.apple.com/aperture/
• Breeze Browser Pro (Windows only): http://www.

breezesys.com/BreezeBrowser/index.htm
• Photo Mechanic: 
 http://www.camerabits.com/products/

 One of the features to look for and learn how 
to use with any of these programs is metadata 
templates. That is, a set of information you can apply 
to one or more images with just a click or two.
 As a starting point for learning to work with 
metadata, crack open the manual (or online help) for 
your program. Using “metadata” as your search term 
in the help or index will usually get you going.
 You can also plug “program_name metadata 
tutorial” into your favorite search engine, replacing 
program_name with the name of your software. You’ll 
find many results, some of which are actually useful. 
I’ve picked out a few and listed them here to get you 
started.

http://www.adobe.com/products/photoshop-lightroom.html
http://www.adobe.com/products/photoshop-lightroom.html
http://www.adobe.com/products/photoshop.html
http://www.adobe.com/products/photoshop.html
http://www.adobe.com/products/photoshop-elements.html
http://www.adobe.com/products/photoshop-elements.html
http://www.apple.com/aperture/
http://www.breezesys.com/BreezeBrowser/index.htm
http://www.breezesys.com/BreezeBrowser/index.htm
http://www.camerabits.com/products/
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Photographer’s corner cont.

Adobe Lightroom
Many photographers use Adobe Lightroom to both 
manage their image libraries and to process images 
in the Develop module. Lightroom has very good 
tools for adding metadata to images, individually and 
across many files, during import into the catalog, and 
after they’re imported.

• Julieanne Kost’s Adobe Blog: http://blogs.adobe.
com/jkost/tag/metadata
• Laura Shoe’s Lightroom Training: http://laurashoe.
com/2012/01/02/have-you-created-your-2012-
metadata-copyright-preset/
• Lightroom Secrets: http://lightroomsecrets.
com/2009/11/metadata-presets/
• The Lightroom Lab: http://thelightroomlab.
com/2008/11/working-with-metadata-presets-in-
lightroom/
• Digital Photography School: http://digital-
photography-school.com/lightroom-add-your-iptc-
metadata-on-import

Adobe Bridge
Bridge is a visual file browser designed to work with 
multiple images at the same time. It’s included with 
other Adobe Creative Suite products and is a better 
choice for adding or updating the metadata in many 
files than Photoshop. (PhotoMetaData.org: http://
www.photometadata.org/META-Tutorials-Adobe-
Bridge)

Adobe Photoshop
Photoshop and Photoshop Elements are designed 
to work with one image at a time. They both have 
extensive metadata capability under File | File Info. 
Templates are supported. 
• PhotoMetaData.org: http://www.photometadata.
org/meta-tutorials-adobe-photoshop

Photoshop Elements
PhotoKaBoom: http://www.photokaboom.com/
photography/learn/Photoshop_Elements/
metadata/1_metadata_Photoshop_Elements.htm

Apple Aperture
Aperture functions in much the same way as 
Lightroom, with both image catalog and processing 
functions. It is significantly better for working with 
metadata than iPhoto.

• PhotoTuts+: http://photo.tutsplus.com/tutorials/
post-processing/advanced-aperture-mastering-
metadata/
• iCreate Magazine: http://www.icreatemagazine.
com/tips/edit-metadata-information-in-aperture-3/

Photo Mechanic
Photo Mechanic is used by a large number of press 
photographers who need to work with the metadata 
in a large number of photo files quickly.

• PhotoMetaData.org: http://www.photometadata.
org/META-Tutorials-Photo-Mechanic

Breeze Browser
I’ve been using Breeze Browser to view my images 
and manage metadata since 2003. I couldn’t find any 
online tutorials specific to working with metadata in 
the program, but the built-in help is clear. Breeze is my 
program of choice for adding captions to my photos. 
Maybe it’s just familiarity, but the program is fast and 
the metadata editing panels are clear and intuitive.

More Metadata Resources
PhotoMetaData.org: http://www.photometadata.org/
 Comprehensive information about photo 
metadata, including more information than you could 
ever digest, with links to even more.
 The Top 12 Myths about Embedded Photo 

Metadata: http://www.controlledvocabulary.com/
blog/top-metadata-myths.html
 A good starting point for further understanding 
of metadata. From photographer David Riecks, 
who also had a hand in writing the information on 
photometadata.org and dpbestflow.org.

• dpBestFlow
• http://dpbestflow.org/node/298

 Comprehensive website from ASMP and 
the Library of Congress outlining digital imaging 
workflow practices. It includes an excellent overview 
of metadata written by Peter Krough, author of The 
Dam Book.

Caveats and Limitations of Metadata
Just as you can easily add and edit the metadata 
in your photos, others can just as easily strip it out. 
There’s no way to lock metadata.
 Even worse, some online photo sharing sites 
automatically strip the metadata from your files. 
This includes Facebook. So anything you post to 
Facebook will not include any of your IPTC or EXIF 
metadata.
 Jeffrey Friedl has written a nifty little online EXIF 
(Image Data) Viewer you can use to view the image 
data embedded in any image on the web. (Get it 
here: http://regex.info/blog/other-writings/online-exif-
image-data-viewer)
 You definitely want any image files you send out 
to your customers, or post to your website or blog, to 
include metadata that identifies you as the creator, 
tells people how to get in touch with you, identifies 
the content of the photograph, and possibly also 
lists license terms and conditions. Pick one of the 
tools I’ve mentioned and get comfortable including 
metadata in your routine photographic workflow.

Mark Turner has been licensing stock garden 
photography to book and magazine publishers 
since 1994 from his home in Bellingham, Wash. 
He has four specialized websites, including www.
turnerphotographics.com, www.pnwflowers.com, and 
the gallery portion of www.inlandnwgardening.com.

Continued from page 13

http://blogs.adobe.com/jkost/tag/metadata
http://blogs.adobe.com/jkost/tag/metadata
http://laurashoe.com/2012/01/02/have-you-created-your-2012-metadata-copyright-preset/
http://laurashoe.com/2012/01/02/have-you-created-your-2012-metadata-copyright-preset/
http://laurashoe.com/2012/01/02/have-you-created-your-2012-metadata-copyright-preset/
http://lightroomsecrets.com/2009/11/metadata-presets/
http://lightroomsecrets.com/2009/11/metadata-presets/
http://thelightroomlab.com/2008/11/working-with-metadata-presets-in-lightroom/
http://thelightroomlab.com/2008/11/working-with-metadata-presets-in-lightroom/
http://thelightroomlab.com/2008/11/working-with-metadata-presets-in-lightroom/
http://digital-photography-school.com/lightroom-add-your-iptc-metadata-on-import
http://digital-photography-school.com/lightroom-add-your-iptc-metadata-on-import
http://digital-photography-school.com/lightroom-add-your-iptc-metadata-on-import
http://www.photometadata.org/META-Tutorials-Adobe-Bridge
http://www.photometadata.org/META-Tutorials-Adobe-Bridge
http://www.photometadata.org/META-Tutorials-Adobe-Bridge
http://www.photometadata.org/meta-tutorials-adobe-photoshop
http://www.photometadata.org/meta-tutorials-adobe-photoshop
http://www.photokaboom.com/photography/learn/Photoshop_Elements/metadata/1_metadata_Photoshop_Elemen
http://www.photokaboom.com/photography/learn/Photoshop_Elements/metadata/1_metadata_Photoshop_Elemen
http://www.photokaboom.com/photography/learn/Photoshop_Elements/metadata/1_metadata_Photoshop_Elemen
http://photo.tutsplus.com/tutorials/post-processing/advanced-aperture-mastering-metadata/
http://photo.tutsplus.com/tutorials/post-processing/advanced-aperture-mastering-metadata/
http://photo.tutsplus.com/tutorials/post-processing/advanced-aperture-mastering-metadata/
http://www.icreatemagazine.com/tips/edit-metadata-information-in-aperture-3/
http://www.icreatemagazine.com/tips/edit-metadata-information-in-aperture-3/
http://www.photometadata.org/META-Tutorials-Photo-Mechanic
http://www.photometadata.org/META-Tutorials-Photo-Mechanic
http://www.photometadata.org/
http://www.controlledvocabulary.com/blog/top-metadata-myths.html
http://www.controlledvocabulary.com/blog/top-metadata-myths.html
http://dpbestflow.org/node/298
http://regex.info/blog/other-writings/online-exif-image-data-viewer
http://regex.info/blog/other-writings/online-exif-image-data-viewer
www.turnerphotographics.com
www.turnerphotographics.com
www.pnwflowers.com
www.inlandnwgardening.com


page 15 QUILL & TROWEL NEWSLETTER       NO. 1      FEBRUARY 2013

reGionAl neWs & notes

region 1

ellen spector platt will present “Adventures in 
Garden Collage” at the Philadelphia Flower Show 
Mar. 6.
 Feb. 13, 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., duncan 
Brine leads “Site Character” at the New York 
Botanical Garden. The seminar outlines a 
contextual approach to shaping landscape and 
garden space. Images of Brine’s six-acre, 
naturalistic garden in Pawling, N.Y., will be presented. 
(www.gardenlarge.com)
 Karen Bussolini will teach at the NOFA 
(Northeast Organic Farmer’s Assoc.) Organic 
Land Care Accreditation course on incorporating 
edibles into the landscape Feb. 14. She will 
give two presentations Feb. 23 (“The Edible/
Ornamental Garden” and “Naturescape Your Yard”) 
at The Connecticut Flower & Garden Show (www.
ctflowershow.com) and she will speak Feb. 24 on 
“Landscaping with Native Plants: Healing Our Home 
Turf” at the Rhode Island Spring Flower & Garden 
Show (www.flowershow.com).
 Karla dalley has a busy spring of lectures 
ahead of her. Feb. 21 she will lecture on “Pruning 
Made Practical” to the Berlin (Conn.) Garden Club. 
Mar. 7 finds her at the Branford Garden Club 
speaking on “Trade Secrets: An Insider’s Guide On 
How Plants Come To Market.”  Finally, apr. 9 she 
will lecture to the Suburban Women’s Club (West 
Hartford, Conn.) about “Creative Container Design,” 
a lecture that includes demonstration of various 
container planting designs and combinations.
 Jo ann gardner and her husband Jigs 

will speak at the Arkansas Flower & Garden Show, 
Feb. 22-24 in Little Rock, Ark. Feb. 22, Jo Ann will 
present “Solomon’s Garden: The Biblical 
Roots of Israel’s Herbs, Flowers, Trees, & Shrubs.” 
Feb. 23, she and Jigs will speak on “Gardens of 
Use & Delight: Reclaiming a Back Country Farm.” 
(http://www.argardenshow.org/show_events.htm)
 Feb. 22-23 Julie Moir Messervy will 
give two new lectures at the Rhode Island Flower 
Show (Providence). Mar. 2 she will lecture on 
“Home Outside” at the 2013 Rhode Island Garden 
Symposium (Kingston). Mar. 5 she will deliver a 
keynote on “Creating Contemplative Gardens” at 
the Davidson Horticultural Symposium at Davidson 
College (Davidson, N.C.). apr. 6 she will give the 
keynote lecture at the Scott and Carver County 
Master Gardeners’ fundraiser event at the Oak Ridge 
Hotel & Conference Center (Chaska, Minn.).
 Charlie nardozzi will speak about his new 
book, Urban Gardening for Dummies (Wiley, 2013), 
Feb. 23-24 at the Northwest Flower and Garden 
Show; San Francisco Flower Show Mar. 23-24, 
Vermont Flower Show Mar. 1, Philadelphia Flower 
Show Mar. 3, and locally at Gardeners Supply 
Company in Burlington, Vt., Feb. 2, Mar. 30, and 
apr. 6. (charlienardozzi.com)
 C.L. Fornari looks forward to presenting a 
day-long workshop about speaking skills Feb. 23 in 
Allentown, Pa. (http://bit.ly/13w890U) In March, she 
will also speak in Kingston Rhode Island and several 
towns in Massachusetts. (www.GardenLady.com)
 Colleen plimpton will appear at The 
Connecticut Flower & Garden Show Feb. 24, giving 
talks on “Gardening with the Birds” and “All Season 
Color in the Garden.” Colleen will appear in costume 
presenting her first-person show of Beatrix Farrand, 
Rediscovered Mar. 6 at the Bristol, Conn., library; 
Mar. 8 at the Danbury, Conn., Museum; Mar. 11 at 

the Wethersfield (Conn.) Garden Club; and Mar. 23 
at the Woodbury (Conn.) library. At the Boston Flower 
Show Mar. 16 she will present “Hello My Garden!”
 Rena sumner, director of the MNLA, writes 
that “Don’t Just Stand There…Plant Something” is 
a new campaign to coax Massachusetts residents 
to plant something — anything. Plant Something 
Massachusetts, a joint initiative of the Massachusetts 
Flower Growers Association and the Massachusetts 
Nursery and Landscape Association, seeks to get 
more people to enjoy gardening and support their 
local nurseries, garden centers, landscapers and 
growers. Industry professionals and gardening 
enthusiasts are invited to organize a public planting 
in their town or at their local school May 15, while 
consumers will be encouraged to plant something 
on that day. The campaign kicks off at the 
Boston Flower and Garden Show Mar. 13-17 
(plantsomethingma.com)
 ellen Zachos will promote her new 
book, Backyard Foraging: 65 Familiar Plants You 
Didn’t Know You Could Eat, across the country this 
spring. She will give a presentation on this subject at 
The Philadelphia Flower Show (Mar. 5, 11:30 a.m.) 
and at the San Francisco Flower & Garden Show 
(Mar. 21,10:45 a.m.). Ellen will speak and sign 
copies of her new book at Mrs. Dalloway’s (Berkeley, 
Calif.) Mar. 22 at 7:30 p.m. and at Omnivore Books 
(San Francisco, Calif.) Mar. 24 at 3:00 p.m. In April, 
she will be in New England: Water Street Bookstore, 
(Exeter, N.H.) apr. 5 at 5:00 p.m. and Brookline 
Booksmith (Brookline, Mass.) apr. 6 at 2:00 p.m. 
(http://www.acmeplant.com/ellen/)
 penny O’sullivan will speak on “Four-
Season Landscapes” at SeaSpray Garden Club in 
Salisbury, Mass., apr. 8 at 7:00 p.m. (http://www.
penelopeosullivan.com/calendar/)
 —C.L. Fornari

http://www.gardenlarge.com/
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Continued from page 15

dan Benarcik will speak at the Emily N. Daniels 
Horticulture Symposium, “Shade Savvy” Feb. 14 
at the Indianapolis Museum of Art. His Topic is 
“Don’t be Afraid of the Dark; Shedding Some Light 
on Designing With Color, Texture, and Form in the 
Shade.” Dan will then speak to Betty Mackey’s 
Garden Club of Wayne, Pa., Mar. 7 at 6:30 p.m. His 
discussion will cover “Containers: New Plants, 
Techniques, and Ideas.” Mar. 10, Dan will conduct 
two sessions of “Build a Wave Hill Chair Workshop” 
at Longwood Gardens for the Continuing Education 
Department. Lastly, Dan will speak Mar. 23 at 
the Connecticut Master Gardener Symposium at 
Manchester Community College in Manchester, 
Conn. “Foliage First, Creating Rich Foliar Tapestry in 
Your Gardens” will be the topic of his talk. 
 sharee solow will present “Japanese Bonsai 
Inspiration” to The Pennsylvania Bonsai Society at 
7:00 p.m. for their meeting Feb. 15 at the Greater 
Plymouth Community Center, Pa. (http://pabonsai.org) 
Sharee will train your eye during the first hour with 
over one hundred images from numerous places in 
Japan, then travel to the Omiya Bonsai Art Museum 
and walk through a hundred trees at a nearby 
retailer. She will also give away Growstone samples 
and sneak in a preview of Vietnam if there is time. 
First-time guests are welcome for this immersive, 
introductory, international visual trip. Sharee will also 
present “English Gardens” at Springfest Mar. 14 

at the Sussex County Fair Grounds, 37 Plains Rd., 
Augusta, N.J. (http://www.njstatefair.org/springfest/
springfest.cfm)
 george weigel has weathered the scale-back 
of The Patriot-News, Harrisburg, Pa., to a three-day-
a-week newspaper and actually will end up doing 
more garden communicating – just mostly online. 
His weekly column continues in print and digital, but 
the paper’s Pennlive.com website also includes his 
daily Q&A blog postings, new weekly videos and in-
season “Plant Picks of the Week.” (http://connect.
pennlive.com/user/gweigel/posts.html) George will 
present talks Feb. 24 at the Pennsylvania Garden 
Expo in Harrisburg; during the Pennsylvania 
Garden Show of York, York, Pa., Mar. 1-3; and 
during the Pennsylvania Home Show, Harrisburg, 
Pa., Mar. 2-10.
 Once again, the PHS Philadelphia Flower Show 
will offer passes to GWA members. Go to the press 
section on their website and click on GWA. If you are 
covering the show for an identifiable press outlet, and 
wish to attend press night Feb. 28, please contact 
Alan Jaffe at ajaffe@Pennhort.org.
 Constantly updating his collection of walking 
sticks, shoes, and hats, Kirk Brown and his 
friend, John Bartram, will greet prospective clients 
and guests at the Williamson School for Mechanical 
Trades exhibit at the Philadelphia Flower Show 
Mar. 2-10. The exhibit will highlight the trans-
Atlantic horticultural exchange that fed the English 
gardening obsession in the 18th century. If visiting, 
stop by and say hello to John! He will also be found 
keynoting at Hortitopia in Greenville, S.C., The 
Indiana Arborist Association Annual Conference and 
the Michigan Herb Society’s Symposium.
 denise schreiber will speak at C & A Trees 
in Clarion, Pa., Mar. 2 at the spring seminar. She 

will talk about her favorite things for gardening and 
at a second session about edible flowers. Cost: $38 
(includes a hanging basket you plant yourself and 
will grow for you until May). (Call 814.745.3232 for 
information.) Denise will also speak at the Warren 
County Master Gardeners Spring Gardening Seminar 
apr. 13 at the Allegheny Community Center, 
42 Clark St., Warren, Pa. (Contact Kim Avery — 
kimavery@inbox.com)
 Lesley parness and her colleagues at 
The Frelinghuysen Arboretum in Morristown, N.J., 
will host the 3rd Annual Community Gardening 
Conference Mar. 2. This year’s keynote speaker 
is Dr. Joan Gussow of Columbia University. 
Lesley will teach “Paint it Black,” a class on black 
plants, Mar. 17. She will also present “Lettuce 
Begin,” a workshop on growing lettuce at the New 
Jersey Flower and Garden Show Feb. 16. (www.
arboretumfriends.org)
 gloria day will speak at the PHS Philadelphia 
Flower Show Mar. 3 at 11:00 a.m., with Rayna 
Notta, a sign language interpreter, on the topic 
“Cottage Gardens for Pennsylvania.” Gloria has been 
speaking at the Gardeners’ Studio for 13 consecutive 
years.
 art wolk will appear on the televised 6ABC 
Flower Show Preview Mar. 1, along with the 
weather anchors he taught to force bulbs for their 
own competitive class. He will also give programs 
about bulb forcing twice at the Philadelphia Flower 
Show — 1:00 p.m. Mar. 5 in the Convention 
Center’s lecture hall and a demonstration Mar. 9 at 
the Gardener’s Studio.  
 Kathy Jentz, Washington Gardener maga-
zine, will host a trip to the Philadelphia International 
Flower Show Mar. 6, departing from and returning 
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to downtown Silver Spring, Md. (Details at 
www.washingtongardener.com or email Kathy at 
wgardenermag@aol.com.
 Spring will start off with some popular classes 
for Judy glattstein. Mar. 9 will see her 
(accompanied by two hens) traveling to the New 
York Botanical Garden for “Backyard Chickens.” 
She’ll reprise the lecture (sans hens) Mar. 23 at the 
Rutgers Home Gardeners School in New Brunswick, 
N.J. At the same event, she’ll also give a talk on 
“Made for the Shade: Foliage for the Shady Garden.” 
In between, Mar. 18 there’s a lecture on “Color 
and Combinations in the Herbaceous Border” for 
the Garden Club of Madison, N.J., to be held at the 
Frelinghuysen Arboretum in Morristown. 
 Martha swiss will give a talk on pruning 
trees and shrubs at the The Scott Conservancy, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., Mar. 20 at 7:00 p.m. 
(http://www.scottconservancy.org/)
 The University of Connecticut 2013 Perennial 
Plant Conference will be held Mar. 21 in Storrs, 
Conn. (https://www.store.uconn.edu/component/dtregis
ter/?eventId=11&controller=event&task=groupNum)
 Bill Thomas announces the 14th Annual 
Chanticleer Lecture at the Radnor Memorial Library, 
Wayne Pa. W. Gary Smith will present “From Art 
to Landscape” apr. 7, 2:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. This 
lecture is free and open to the public.
 TC Conner will talk about tomatoes at Penn 
State Shenango’s Earth Day celebration — Earth 
Fest, apr. 13.
 phyllis gricus will present “Vegetable 
Gardens: Designing a beautiful and productive 
garden,” apr. 16 at the Westmoreland County 
Community College’s gardening education program.

—Denise schreiber

Continued from page 16 region 3

Maria Zampini will speak Feb. 16 on “Rising 
Stars: New Plants Shine in 2013” at the Winter 
Seminar of the Men’s Garden Club of Youngstown, 
Ohio; Mar. 5-6 on “Fresh Ideas for New Plant 
Introductions — New Twists on Old Favorites” at 
the MGIA 26th Annual Trade Show, Novi, Mich.; 
Mar. 13 at the Chicks in Horticulture Brunch of 
the Long Island Nursery & Landscape Association, 
Holbrook, N.Y.; Mar. 22 at 12:00 noon on “Hottest 
New Plants in 2013”  and on “Smart & Stylish 
Gardening with HGTV Home Plant Collection” at 
2:00 p.m. at the Dayton Home and Garden Show, 
Dayton Convention Center, Dayton, Ohio. 
 Brian Jorg and gene Bush will be 
presenters at the Indianapolis Museum of Art 
Horticulture Symposium Feb. 14.
 Jo ellen Meyers sharp will speak about 
“Driving For Daisies” Feb. 25 at the Northwest 
Flower & Garden Show in Seattle, Wash.
 Mark Zelonis will present “Ciao Italia!” 
at 2:00 p.m., Mar. 10 at the Tobias Theater at 
the Indianapolis Museum of Art. Mark will speak 
about the museum’s 10-day trip in May 2012 to 
scenic northern Italy, examining the tradition of art, 
architecture and horticulture dating from Roman 
times. Trip patrons explored Renaissance, Baroque 
and contemporary gardens on lakeshores with 
mountain backdrops, in the lush countryside, and in 
several historic cities.
 Chris Hansen will speak on “Hot New 
Perennials for 2013 and Beyond” at the Univer-
sity of Connecticut Perennial Plant Conference 

Mar. 21 at the Lewis B. Rom Commons on the Univ. 
of Connecticut Storrs campus. Chris will present 
“Thrills and Chills — Must Have New Perennials 
for 2013” and Allan Armitage will be the opening 
and closing speaker at the “Going Garden Crazy” 
Spring Symposium in La Porte, Ind. 
(www.ag.purdue.edu/counties/laporte)
 The Region III meeting will be May 23-24. 
The group will gather at 12:00 noon May 23 at 
Kingwood Center, Mansfield, Ohio, for lunch and a 
program about the gardens. Then, participants will 
travel to Akron for more gardens that afternoon and 
the next morning, with dismissal at noon or 1:00 p.m. 
May 24. Details will follow soon.

Upcoming events
 
indiana
• Feb. 1-13: Garfield Park Conservatory, 
Indianapolis — Gnome Away from Home. Details.
• Feb 14: Indianapolis Museum of Art Horticulture 
Symposium: Shade Savvy.  Details.
• Feb. 16:  “Gateway to Gardening” Symposium, 
Warsaw. Sponsored by the Kosciusko County Master 
Gardener Association & Purdue Extension. Details.
• Mar. 9-17: Indiana Flower & Patio Show, 
Indianapolis. Details.
• apr. 13: Going Garden Crazy Spring Symposium 
– Heston Hills Conference Center, La Porte; Dr. Allan 
Armitage and Chris Hansen presenters. Details.
 
Michigan
• Feb. 19: Plant Propagation Made Easy Workshop 
– Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park, Grand 
Rapids.  Details.

http://www.washingtongardener.com/
mailto:wgardenermag@aol.com
http://www.scottconservancy.org/
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http://www3.ag.purdue.edu/counties/laporte/Brochures/CrazyRev.pdf
https://tickets.meijergardens.org/public/daily_events_list.asp
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• Feb. 23: Beginning Bonsai Workshop – Frederik 
Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park, Grand Rapids. 
Details.
• Feb. 23: Know and Grow Seminar – Dow 
Gardens, Midland. Details.
• Mar. 9-24: Hidden Lake Gardens Spring Bulb 
Show, Tiption. Details.
• Mar. 14-17: Lansing Home & Garden Show, 
Michigan State Pavilion. Details.
• Mar. 22-24: Dayton Home & Garden Show. 
Details.
 
Ohio
• Feb. 2-10: Great Big Home & Garden Show, 
Cleveland. Details.
• Feb. 2 – Mar. 10: Orchid Mania – Cleveland 
Botanical Garden. Details.
• Feb. 23: Seed Swap – Toledo Botanical Garden. 
Details.
• Feb. 23-Mar. 3: Central Ohio Home & Garden 
Show, Ohio State Fairgrounds, Columbus. Details.
• Mar. 2-3: Greater Akron Orchid Society Show 
– Denzel’s Greenhouse & Garden Center, Akron. 
Details. 
—Jo ellen Meyers sharp & Christine Kelleher

region 4

Buddy Lee, inventor of Encore Azaleas, will speak 
at the Southeastern Flower Show in Atlanta, Ga., 
Mar. 15-17.

 Rita Randolph will speak Feb. 23 for the 
Georgia Perennial Plant Association at the Atlanta 
Botanical Gardens; and then on to Syracuse, N.Y., 
to present to The Men’s Garden Club in March. Rita 
will also be spending a lot of her time this spring and 
summer at The UGA Trial Gardens helping Allan 
Armitage and Meg Green. She will be starting a mail 
order business called Rita’s Rare Plants.
 Carmen Johnston will be a featured speaker 
at the Birmingham Home and Garden Show, in 
Birmingham, Ala., Feb 14-17 and Southern Spring 
Home and Garden Show Feb. 27- Mar. 3 in 
Charlotte, N.C.
 The East Texas Gardening Lecture Series is 
featuring “A Morning with scott and Lauren 
Ogden,” Feb. 16 at the Tyler Rose Garden Center 
in Tyler, Texas. The Ogdens will speak on “Plant-
Driven Design: Creating Gardens that 
Honor Plants, Place and Spirit,” which is the title of 
their newest book. “Moonlit Gardens” is the subject 
of their second talk of the morning. Information: 
http://easttexasgardening.tamu.edu or contact 
Keith Hansen (khansen@ag.tamu.edu).
 pam penick will present “Lawn Gone!” 
Feb. 16 at 10:00 a.m. at The Natural Gardener 
Nursery, Austin, Texas. Pam will talk about ecological 
lawns, ornamental grasses, ground covers, shrubs, 
perennials, artificial turf, “people places” like patios 
and paths, and other low-care, eco-conscious 
substitutes for the traditional lawn, as well as lawn-
removal methods, strategies for dealing with HOAs, 
and practical ways to reduce your lawn if you’re not 
ready to go all the way. Pam will be available to sign 
copies of her new book, Lawn Gone!, after the class.
 Helen yoest will speak about her 
book, Gardening with Confidence — 50 Ways to add 
style for personal creativity at the Northwest Flower 

and Garden Show in Seattle Feb. 22. 
 Bob polomski will teach Urban Tree Care 
during the spring semester at Clemson University 
as well as continuing to host the long-running 
“Your Day!” radio gardening program with guest 
appearances Mar. 21 by Roger Swain, host 
of PBS TV’s The Victory Garden, and walter 
Reeves, Georgia radio and television host. 
(http://yourday.clemson.edu)
 Barry glick has the following speaking 
engagements this spring: Mar. 21 in Lexington, 
Ky.  (http://www.greatgardenspeakers.com/event/
the-arboretum-state-botanical-garden-of-kentucky.
html#anchor); apr. 12 in Abingdon, Va. (http://
www.greatgardenspeakers.com/event/mid-atlantic-
garden-faire.html#anchor). Details: 
www.greatgardenspeakers.com.
 pam Baggett will speak on “Cultivating the 
Garden Artist Within” at the Spring Plant Symposium 
sponsored by the Waynesboro Parks & Recreation 
Department and the Virginia Nursery & Landscape 
Association, Mar. 27 in Waynesboro, Va. 
(parksandrec@ci.waynesboro.va.us)
 The Chattahoochee Unit of The Herb Society 
of America (http://www.cuhsa.org/index.htm) 
will host its Annual Plant Sale apr. 6-7, 9:00 a.m. 
- 4:00 p.m. at the Atlanta Botanical Garden, 1345 
Piedmont Avenue. Approximately 300 kinds of 
rare and unusual herbs plus artisans and specialty 
crafts will be available for purchase. Members will 
give herbal demonstrations and will be on hand to 
answer questions. Chattahoochee Unit (Atlanta) 
comprehensive sale is the best chance to purchase 
unique and hard to find herbs, grown especially 
for the herb society. Come early for the best 

Continued from page 17
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selection!  Garden membership or fee for admission 
is required. (www.atlantabotanicalgarden.org)
 Jonathan nutt recently joined Art duLac, a 
non-profit professional artist association promoting 
exhibitions, education, and audience development 
for the appreciation of fine art produced by artists 
living in Louisiana. To learn about workshops and 
classes available or just to view the work of the 
painters, sculptors, visual artists and photographer 
members, visit www.jonathannutt.com/about/ or 
www.artdulac.org
 “Choice Plants: Plants for a Better World from 
the JC Raulston Arboretum,” a new program to 
introduce, high-performance plant varieties released 
from the JC Raulston Arboretum that are suited 
to growing in the Southeast, will begin this spring. 
The first varieties being released are Redwing vine 
(Heteropterys glabra), Viburnum obovatum ‘Mrs. 
Schiller’s Delight’, and Abelia grandiflora ‘Frosty’. 
More information about the program can be found at 
choiceplants.org.

—Kevin gragg

region 5

Bill Johnson has a new photo exhibit entitled 
“Night Creatures – Insects after Dark” which will 
be at the St. Paul Marjorie McNeely Conservatory, 
in St. Paul, Minn., Feb. 4 - apr. 1.  There will 
be a “meet & greet” day Mar. 10 from 11:00 p.m. 

- 4:00 p.m. In addition, Bill’s photo exhibit “Insect 
Pollinators – Beyond the Honeybee” will be showing 
at Meadowlark Gardens, in Vienna, Va., from 
apr. 7 - July 15. 
 Melinda Myers is starting her 2013 garden 
speaking tour. She will speak at the Kosciousko 
County Master Garden Symposium in Warsaw, 
Ind., Feb. 16; Rhode Island Spring Flower and 
Garden Show in Providence Feb. 21 and 22, 
South Central Wisconsin Builders Association in 
Beloit, Wis., Feb. 23 and 24, as well as the Home, 
Garden and Landscape Show in Waukesa, Wis., 
Feb. 24. Then, it is off to the Southern 
Spring Home and Garden Show in Charlotte, N.C., 
Feb. 28 and Mar. 1; and she will be the main 
speaker for the Spring Fever, a daylong gardening 
seminar in Rapid City, S.D., Mar. 2. Melinda will 
speak at the Philadelphia Flower Show Mar. 4; 
St. Cloud, Minn., for the Central Minnetosa Builder’s 
Association Mar. 9, and the Chicago Flower 
Show Mar. 10. The next weekend she will be in 
Green Bay for the WBAY Home & Garden Show 
Mar. 16-17. 
 Feb. 16 there is a daylong seminar event 
at Jolly Lane Greenhouse in Rapid City, S.D. The 
morning presentation will be given by a greenhouse 
employee. The afternoon talk and demonstration on 
growing herbs and vegetables in containers — the 
portable potager — by Toni Schmidt, an area Master 
Gardener. (www.blackhillsgarden.com)
 ed Lyon’s upcoming speaking engagements 
include: the UConn Perennial Plant Conference 
in Storrs, Conn., Mar. 21 on “Changing Trends: 
Ornamental Edibles, New Audiences and More and 
Promise and Reality:  Contemporary Marketing 
Issues;” the Heartland Hosta & Shade Plant Society 
in Prairie Village, Kansas, Mar. 23 on “How to Build/

Improve a Shade Garden” and “Why Doesn’t Mine 
Look Like the Catalog Picture.” 
  denny schrock will speak at the 
Indianola Think Spring Symposium in Indianola, 
Iowa, Feb. 23. His topic is “Beyond Beans: 
Vegetable Gardening in the Midwest.” He will also 
present “Gardening in Challenging Conditions” in 
Mount Pleasant, Iowa, Mar. 2, and will speak at 
the Siouxland Garden Show in Sioux City Mar. 22 
and 23. apr. 13, he will be a featured speaker at 
the Pocahontas (Iowa) Garden Show, presenting 
“Waterwise Wowers for the Midwest.”
 The not-for-profit, The Peterson Garden Project, 
founded and operated by LaManda Joy, is having 
an exhibit at the Chicago Flower and Garden Show 
Mar. 8-17. The exhibit highlights the history of 
WW2 Victory Gardens and how gardeners today are 
growing food for their own “little victories.” 
 Jodi Torpey will present her “Edible Spaces 
in Small Places” talk Mar. 30 from 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 
p.m. at Echter’s Nursery and Greenhouse in Arvada, 
Colo., as part of the popular “Meet the Experts” 
series. She will also present “Gardening 
on the Cheap” for the Garden Talks Series at the 
High Plains Library District in Erie, Colo., apr. 2 at 
6:30 p.m.
 Jim Long will speak at the Sangre de Cristo 
Herb Society, Santa Fe, N.M., apr. 20 and the 
Spring Garden Festival at Baker Creek Seed in 
Mansfield, Mo., May 5-6.
 Barbara Lawton continues to write for 
Gateway Gardener (regional gardening and green 
industry monthly magazine published by founder 
Robert weaver) and Outdoor Guide (a monthly 
regional magazine for those who enjoy the great 
outdoors, especially hunters and fishermen).

—Melinda Myers

http://www.atlantabotanicalgarden.org/
http://www.jonathannutt.com/about/
http://www.artdulac.org/
http://choiceplants.org/
http://www.blackhillsgarden.com
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region 6
 
dan Heims will speak at the Johnson County 
Community College’s Horticultural Sciences Day 
in Overland Park, Kan. Feb. 15. Heims’ first 
talk, “From Passion to Profession,” will be at 9:00 
a.m. Also, as part of the school’s Polsky Practical 
Enrichment Series, from 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m., 
Heims will speak on “Perennials from Around the 
World.” This talk will share his knowledge on where 
new plants come from and how to import them to 
the United States. (http://www.jccc.edu/foundation/
events/polsky-series/perennials.html) Dan will 
speak at the Shenandoah Valley Plant Symposium 
Mar. 27. The symposium runs 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 
p.m. at the Best Western Inn & Conference Center in 
Waynesboro, Va. Heims will speak on two different 
topics, “Garden Gems” and “Perennials from Around 
the World.” (http://conta.cc/WJ37XB)
 debra Lee Baldwin will present and/or give 
workshops at the Honolulu Garden Club Feb. 20-
21; at the San Diego Spring Home/Garden Show 
Mar. 1-3; at the San Francisco Flower and Garden 
Show Mar. 22-23; and at the Iowa Arboretum in 
Des Moines apr. 13. (www.debraleebaldwin.com)
 Karen Chapman has the following upcoming 
speaking engagements: Northwest Flower & Garden 
Show, Seattle, Feb. 20, 11:15 a.m. – 12:00 noon, 
“Focus on Foliage – Container Gardens that Really 
Work,” a demonstration style presentation followed 
by a book signing and Feb. 24, 10:45 a.m. – 11:45 
a.m., on “Spotlight in Foliage — Showstopping Ideas 
for Containers & Borders,” followed by a 

book signing (www.gardenshow.com) • San 
Francisco Flower & Garden Show, Calif., 
Mar. 20, 3:45 p.m. – 4:45 p.m., “Spotlight in Foliage 
– Showstopping Ideas for Containers & Borders,” 
followed by a book signing. • Mar. 21, 2:45 p.m. – 
3:30 p.m., “A World of Leaves.” (www.sfgardenshow.
com); • McComb Gardens, Sequim, Wash., apr. 13, 
1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m., “Pizzazz in a Pot – innovative 
container garden design,” followed by a book 
signing. (http://www.mccombgardens.com/)
 Vanessa gardner nagel, APLD, NCIDQ, 
will speak with Lucy Hardiman and Marty 
wingate at the Northwest Flower & Garden Show 
Feb. 22. Her topic is “Puttin’ on the Glitz with 
Garden Furnishings.” Vanessa will also present 
“Creating Garden Style” at the Yard, Garden & Patio 
Show” in Portland, Ore. (Feb. 8-10).
 nita-Jo Rountree will give her lecture, 
“Welcoming Roses into Your Garden,” at Molbak’s 
Garden + Home in Woodinville, Wash, Feb. 
26, 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Open free to the 
public. Feb. 21, she will be part of a panel titled 
“Indispensible Plants” along with Valerie Easton, 
Sue Milliken and Kelly Dodson at 11:30 a.m. in the 
Ranier Room at the Northwest Flower and Garden 
Show at the Washington State Convention Center, 
Seattle. Nita-Jo’s topic is “Amazing Annuals:  Big 
Bangs for the Bucks.” Mar. 20, Nita-Jo will give her 
annuals lecture at the Seattle Yacht Club luncheon.
 Judith phillips will present “Paving and 
Planting: Landscape Partners in Surviving Climate 
Extremes” at the 18th Water Conservation and 
Xeriscape Conference in Albuquerque, N.M., at the 
Marriott Pyramid Hotel Feb. 28. She will follow 
up with a program “Coping With Climate Extremes 
in Your Garden” at the Xeriscape Expo at the New 
Mexico State Fairgrounds in Albuquerque Mar. 2. 
(www.xeriscapenm.com)
 Mary ann newcomer will promote her 

new book, The New Rocky Mountain Gardeners 
Handbook, at the Boise Flower and Garden Show 
Mar. 22-24.
 pam peirce will lecture at the San Francisco 
Landscape and Garden Show Mar. 24 at 2:30 
p.m. Her topic will be “Garden to Kitchen: Tips and 
Strategies for Dining Gloriously from a Small Food 
Garden.” The talk will include a slide show and a 
handout of some of the recipes she discussed. Her 
talk will be followed by a signing of her books, Golden 
Gate Gardening: Third Edition and Wildly Successful 
Plants: Northern California.
 Mark Turner will speak on wildflower 
photography for the Wenatchee Chapter of the 
Washington Native Plant Society in Wenatchee, 
Wash., Mar. 27. He will be in Yakima, Wash., 
apr. 19 for an evening program on wildflowers of 
the Columbia Plateau at Yakima Valley Community 
College, followed by an all-day flower photography 
workshop at the Yakima Arboretum apr. 20. 
Mark’s speaking calendar is online at  http://www.
pnwflowers.com/lectures and on Great Garden 
Speakers.

—ginger aarons-garrison

Continued on page 21

Continued from page 19

region 7

June Flanagan shares the story of the award-
winning Garden of Native Prairie Plants she 
designed around the Galt Museum, along with tips 
for germinating prairie wildflower and grass seeds 
at the Lethbridge & District Horticultural Society 
meeting Feb. 25. Seeds of native prairie species, 
which were collected in the garden, will be included 

http://www.jccc.edu/foundation/events/polsky-series/perennials.html
http://www.jccc.edu/foundation/events/polsky-series/perennials.html
http://conta.cc/WJ37XB
http://www.debraleebaldwin.com/
http://www.gardenshow.com/
http://www.sfgardenshow.com/
http://www.sfgardenshow.com/
http://www.mccombgardens.com/
http://www.xeriscapenm.com/
http://www.pnwflowers.com/lectures
http://www.pnwflowers.com/lectures
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in the annual flower and vegetable seed exchange 
following the program. (www.juneflanagan.ca)
 steven Biggs will give the following talks: 
Mar. 2, “Edibles in the Urban Landscape” and 
“Grow Brugmansia” at the  Stratford Garden Festival, 
Stratford, Ontario (http://www.stratfordgardenfestival.
com); apr. 8, “Grow Vegetables in Small Spaces” 
and “Containers” at the Gilford Horticultural 
Society, Churchill, Ontario (http://bobmurrell.com/
GDHS); and apr. 15, “Crops That Wow” at the 
St. Catharines Horticultural Society, St. Catharines, 
Ontario, (http://www.gardenontario.org/site.
php/stcatherhs). apr. 6, he will be a guest on 

Continued from page 20

Easy French for Traveling Gardeners
...Preparing for Québec City: French Phrases

GardenLine radio, WXTK Cape Cod; listen live online 
at http://www.95wxtk.com.
 The Canada Blooms Region VII Meeting will be 
held Mar. 16. Contact Ken Brown: kcbrown@
sympatico.ca or call 905.665.9411. Register early. 
Space is limited. 
 Theresa Forte will present “Take Great 
Garden Pictures — With the Camera You’ve Got” at 
Canada Blooms: The Flower and Garden Festival 
Mar. 23 at 4:00 p.m. at the Direct Energy Centre, 
Exhibition Place, Toronto, Ontario. Theresa will also 
direct a two part photography workshop “Capture the 
Moment — Take Great Pictures With the Camera 

You Have” at the beautiful Sonnenberg Gardens and 
Historic Mansion in Canandaigua, N.Y., 
apr. 27, 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. and apr. 28, 
8:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Advance registration required. 
(www.sonnenberg.org)
 donna Balzer will speak apr. 13 at the 
Calgary Horticultural Society’s Garden Show. Her topic 
is:  “L.A.N.D.S.C.A.P.E.S.: Banish boring gardens.” 
Learn to create a sustainable yard to suit your own 
personal needs. Distill the essence of landscape and 
learn to develop your own garden like a pro.

—Kristin Murray

By lARRy HODGsON

If you want to talk shop 
with local gardeners at this 
GWA Annual Symposium 
in Québec City, you’ll find 
you speak a common 
tongue: botanical Latin! 
You’ve always heard 
that Linnaeus’ binomial 
system was designed 
to be understood in any 
language and now you can test that. In fact, you’ll 
discover French-speakers have it even easier than 
Anglos*, because most common French names 
come from Latin. 

 For example, while the average English-speaker 
is struggling to remember that the Latin word for 
lungwort is Pulmonaria and the one for ninebark is 
Physocarpus, in French the common names are 
simply pulmonaire and physocarpe. In fact, if you 
take a botanical name and drop any hard sound at 
the end (“a”, “ium”, “us”, etc.), nine times out of 10, 
you’ll have the French common name or at least 
something close enough that you’ll be understood. 
Here are some examples:

Latin english French
Achillea Yarrow achillée
Aconitum Monkshood aconit
Eryngium Sea Holly érynge
Heuchera Coral Bells heuchère

 Latin has influenced both English and French 
so much that you’ll find many gardening terms are 
very similar. So, annual is annuelle in French, while 

biennial is bisannuelle: pretty close! It doesn’t work 
for perennial though. For once, it’s the English word 
that is closest to the Latin perennis. The French word 
is very different: vivace. Mostly, though, the French 
term will echo the Latin one. For example, tree is 
arbre in French, from the Latin arbor, while shrub 
is arbuste, from the Latin arbusta. Still, with your 
horticultural knowledge, you probably gleaned that 
already. 
 Here’s a trick: if you just can’t understand what a 
French-speaker is saying to you, have them write it 
down, as sometimes it’s the pronunciation that throws 
you. There are so many cognates between English 
and French you’ll often be able to figure it out when 
the sentence is written down.
 So, let’s test your language skills. Here’s a 
simple French sentence. “Les méthodes de jardinage 
varient selon le climat et le sol.” There is really only 
one word in that entire sentence that could really 
throw you and that is selon. It means “according to.” 
With that extra info, you should be able to figure out 
what the sentence means. 
 How many of you were able to figure out the 
meaning? The answer is on page 23.
 

*Local lingo tip: English-speakers are “Anglophones” or 
“Anglos”, French-speakers “Francophones” or “Francos.” 
These terms are used by both French and English 
Canadians. 

http://www.juneflanagan.ca/
http://www.stratfordgardenfestival.com/
http://www.stratfordgardenfestival.com/
http://bobmurrell.com/GDHS
http://bobmurrell.com/GDHS
http://www.gardenontario.org/site.php/stcatherhs
http://www.gardenontario.org/site.php/stcatherhs
http://www.95wxtk.com/
mailto:kcbrown@sympatico.ca
mailto:kcbrown@sympatico.ca
http://www.sonnenberg.org/
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regional Meeting Wrap-Ups

Region V Met in St. Louis

By liNDA NiTCHMAN

The National Green Centre Trade Show in St. Louis 
provided the venue for a Region V breakfast meeting 
Jan. 7 with Dr. Michael Dirr. The plant guru sparked 
a lively discussion on the state of the green industry 
and why new plant introductions are necessary to 
engage younger gardeners always looking for the 
next new thing. 
 Vince Dooley, retired University of Georgia head 
football coach turned garden book author, shared 
his passion for gardening that began in a horticulture 
class taught by Dirr. The two forged a lasting 
friendship. Dooley’s showplace home garden, born 
of Dirr’s “throw-away plants,” attracts tour buses of 
visitors. 

 Maria Zampini, 
of the GWA Outreach 
Task Force, discussed 
how garden writers 
can interface with the 
green industry to their 
mutual benefit. Jennifer 
Hatalski of HortCouture 
Plants, talked about 
runway-worthy plants 
and her journey down 
the garden path to her 
current position. She 
also participated in the 
Green Centre’s new plant fashion show. 
 In a brief business meeting, Region V Director 
Linda nitchman announced the schedule for 
upcoming meetings and asked for future venue 

suggestions. The ever-popular door prize drawing 
ended the meeting. Attendees had the rest of the day 
to visit the trade show floor and attend its educational 
programming.
 An optional tour at Missouri Botanical Garden 
Jan. 6 began with lunch in the garden’s café. The 
convivial group included Holly Berthold of MBG’s 
public relations department who arranged a private 
guided tour of the lush tropical garden inside the 
Climatron. Food producing plants from warmer 
locales were a focus of the tour as the garden kicks 
off its yearlong “Foodology” programming. 
 A special thanks goes to:
• the Western Nurseryman & Landscape Association 
and Ball Horticulture, our meeting sponsors; 
• HortCouture for our “Under the Sea” centerpieces; 
• our speakers and everyone who contributed door 
prizes.

(1) gwa members and friends visit Missouri Botanical garden’s Climatron, a geodesic dome that houses a tropical rainforest complete with waterfalls, birds and 1,200 species of exotic plants. 
Orchids, sugar cane, cycads, cacao (chocolate), hoya, jasmine and pineapple grow amid eighty-foot tall palms, banyon trees, bird of paradise and fruit-bearing bananas towering overhead. Many 
endangered species like the double coconut thrive in this humid environment--a great place for a plant fix in the middle of the winter. (2) The formal garden inside the Temprate House at the 
Missouri Botanical garden. (3) Coach Vince dooley shares his love of gardening during the Region V breakfast meeting at the national green Centre trade show in st. Louis.

Maria Zampini of the 
gwa Outreach Taskforce 
addresses the group.



page 23 QUILL & TROWEL NEWSLETTER       NO. 1      FEBRUARY 2013

the insider scoop

david James will celebrate his 30th year of writing 
his weekly gardening column in the Grants Pass 
Daily Courier Feb. 24. He has written more than 
1,500 articles.

Beverly Hurley announced that The Triangle 
Gardener publication in Raleigh/Durham/Chapel 
Hill, N.C., is celebrating the start of its fifth year of 
publishing in 2013. The publication is distributed 
in the seven-county region with a readership of 
over 90,000 per issue. The TriangleGardener.com 
website archives past stories and provides current 
gardening events and tips. Many thanks to all the 
GWA members who have provided news for the 
publication and website.

The editors at Amazon have selected derek Fell’s 
new book, GROW THIS! (Rodale) as a February 
Best Book of the Month in the category Crafts, 
Hobbies & Home. Also, Sutro Media, creators of apps 
for Apple iPhones and iPads, have selected Derek’s 
previous book for Rodale, Vertical Gardening, as an 
app under the same title.

Martha swiss is now editor of the Calendar 
of Events and Tidbits column for Pennsylvania 
Gardener magazine.

Michigan Gardening magazine has launched with 
contributions from many GWA Region III members. 
On the masthead are susan Martin, Joseph 
Tychonievich, Ron elardo, steve Courtney, 
sandie parrott, patti Marie Travioli, nancy 
szerlag and Rita Henehan. Joining Michigan 
Gardening with the January-February 2013 launch 
are Minnesota Gardening and Iowa Gardening, all of 
which are edited by Jo ellen Meyers sharp. Jo 
Ellen also edits Wisconsin Gardening.

Russell studebaker has been profiled by the 
American Horticultural Society “members making 
a difference” in the January/February issue of The 
American Gardener magazine. Russell was a Peace 
Corps volunteer in San Pedro Nonulaco, El Salvador, 
Central America 1962-1964. The village recently 
celebrated its 100 year anniversary and published a 
16-page booklet in which Russell was pictured and 
noted as one of seven distinguished persons in the 
village’s history.

Answer to the French phrase from page 21: 
Translated word for word, the French sentence means “The methods of gardening vary according to the 
climate and the soil.” In simpler English, “Gardening methods vary according to climate and soil.” Now, that 
wasn’t too hard, was it?
 

   in Memoriam

Hiram stuart “H.s.” 
stevens, Jr., 89, passed 
away last year. He was a 
longtime member of the 
Garden Writers Association.
 Mr. Stevens shared his 
knowledge and passion 
through more than 700 
columns he wrote for The 
Dallas Morning News and as 

an active advocate of therapeutic gardening. He 
wrote a weekly column from 1985 to 2006, when 
his health began to fail. During his writing career, he 
shared both his vast knowledge of horticulture and 

the benefits he said gardening held for body and 
soul.
 Mr. Stevens’ honors include the top state award 
from the Cooperative Extension Service in 1991 for 
his work with the disadvantaged and the mentally 
and physically impaired; the Lifetime Achievement 
Award from the First Men’s Garden Club of Dallas in 
2001 and the Golden Scroll Award for garden writing 
in 2006; and the top individual state award from the 
Texas Recreation and Park Society in 2003.
 The Dallas County Master Gardeners will be 
establishing a library in his name, supported by the 
book contribution from his collection by the Stevens 
family.

http://trianglegardener.com/
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How To Make Wordpress Into A SuperSite 
and Make Money Doing It  — Part 2

By DOUG GREEN

In this second part of enhancing Wordpress, I want 
to mention the tools and plugins I consider essential 
to fine-tuning Wordpress, turning it into an awesome 
publishing machine perfect for blogs or content 
management websites. To make things a bit easier to 
find, I have put the title followed by the (author name) 
because sometimes there are multiple plugins with 
the same name.

The Six Essential Plugins

Spam: Akismet is the standard anti-spam plugin. 
Enable it as the first thing you do.  

Backing Up: BackBackup Buddy (ithemes.com) I’ve 
been hacked and it isn’t any fun. I’ve had servers 
crash and that’s less fun. BB is a premium plugin 
costing $75 per year for two sites, but it does one 
step further than most free plugins. It automatically 
backs up the entire site — posts, pages, images, 
plugins, layout, etc., sending it to the location of your 
choice such as Dropbox. 

Anti-Piracy: The No Right Click Images Plugin 
(Graham) and WP Control Copy (Tsabari) stop 
right click copying on your site for images and text 
respectively. Dedicated hackers can always get your 
material (right click on any page and “view source” 
to see most files), but the casual user is going to be 
stopped. It does not stop Pinterest.

Image Galleries: While WP allows you to do galleries 
as a standard feature, NextGen Gallery: (Photocrati) 

easily creates image galleries in three styles without 
any modifications. There are also a ton of plugins 
that work along with NextGen — my readers and I 
particularly like the one allowing readers to upload 
pictures.

Speeding Up Your Site: W3 Total Cache (Townes) 
the faster your site upload speed, the better your 
reader experience. You can fiddle with the controls 
or use just as it’s activated as I do to get speed 
increases of 7%-10% depending on your site.

Yoast WordPress SEO: (Yoast) This plugin is one 
of the leaders when it comes to SEO work. The 
functions it provides are a must-do of ePublishing 
— everything from creating sitemaps and installing 
footer links that screw-up scraper sites to creating 
the new open-graph content. Whether you want to 
focus on SEO or not, this plugin will improve your site 
rankings if you follow even the basic suggestions.

Twelve Plugins To 
Seriously Consider

Contact form 7: (Miyoshi) This is one of the oldies 
but goldies that just works. 

Digital Downloads: sell your own pdf’s on your site. 
Not as complex as a full featured shopping cart — is 
pretty simple to use. Works. 

Premise: (copyblogger) can be used for sales 
pages, membership sites and digital downloads. A 
bit complicated, but powerful. I’m currently moving 

my membership site from Wishlist-Member plugin to 
Premise.

Facebook Like Box: (Augustiar Wu) Integrating 
social media into sites has become one of Google’s 
big signals for site value. I suggest you ignore the 
official Facebook plugin unless you want to disable 
WP comments and have all commenting done via a 
Facebook account. This plugin puts a sidebar to your 
Facebook Author Page (you do have one of those?) 
so your most recent posts and visitor counts can be 
seen.  

Genesis and Associated Themes: (StudioPress.
com) From simple to advanced, this system — and 
the multitude of plugins/themes that run with it are 
excellent (search plugins for “Genesis” for extra 
functionality). I liked the system so much I bought a 
developer license. 

Featured Content Gallery: (iePlexus) This is an 
excellent image rotation/slider system if you decide 
you don’t want to get Genesis. Great way to put a 
rotating picture heading on your main page as a 
navigation tool to get visitors to the “Pages” for finding 
articles.

Google Analytics: (Sylvestre) This ties Wordpress 
directly to your Google Analytics and if you then 
associate your Adsense account to Analytics, you’ll 
be able to see what’s making you money and what’s 
not. Knowing what’s making you money is always a 
good thing.

Continued on page 25
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JetPack: (Wordpress Automattic) Jetpack gives you a 
daily look at traffic and the keywords bringing readers 
to your site. It has many other options available, but 
I don’t use any of them at this time. It is receiving 
varied ratings, but I do like the daily stats and 
keywords

SEO Rank Reporter: (Scoville) This plugin tracks 
your relative position on Google for various 
keywords.  Very powerful tracking tool and I wouldn’t 
be without it if only for the entertainment value.

ShareThis: (next2manu) This plugin is the single 
best way to send social signals to Google. I use it 
both under the posts and as a floating sidebar for 
maximum impact. The analytics (on their site) will 
convince you very quickly of its worth.   

WP-Insert: (smartlogix) This is the easiest way to 
insert or change Adsense or other advertising code 
into your site. Insert your code and it automatically 
sets it up. So easy even a Doug can do it.

Yet Another Related Post: (mitcho) Scans all posts 
by tag, category and content and suggests other 
posts to read at the bottom of every post. Internal 
linking at its finest to keep visitors on your site.

WPTouch: (BraveNewCode) Turns your site into a 
mobile one that can be viewed on a phone or tablet. 
This is the easiest one to use I’ve found — activate 
and forget.

WP Date Remover: for removing post dates from 
Google.

Four Plugins for Experimenting
Wordfence: (Maunder) for site security. Free and 
Premium versions. Excellent.

Tubepress: (Hough) for video galleries.

Symposium and BuddyPress are two options for 
creating your own social media site. Not for the faint 
of heart, but interesting options.

Premium Plugins: CodeCanyon.com for premium 
plugins (ones that cost) of all kinds.

 Now we’ve turned Wordpress into a super-site. 
In the next column I will describe some of the ways 
you can make money with it. I would also appreciate 
hearing about any plugins I’ve missed. 

Doug Green, a GWA Award of Excellence for Writing 
winner and 25-year nursery veteran, writes for his 
own websites, now one of the largest on the Net, 
delivering a variety of content. Doug’s aim is to be 
independently wealthy as a garden writer and help 
beginning gardeners.

Continued from page 24

Need Legal 
Assistance?

get FRee legal advice 
through your gwa membership!
If you have a legal question regarding a writer’s
issue, GWA’s legal counsel John Hazard will 
provide you with free basic consultation. Funded 
by the repatriated copyright fees received through
the Authors Coalition each year, every member
who participates in the annual Coalition genre
survey is entitled to free legal assistance.

Call the GWA office for a referral.

806.832.1870

2012

http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/sessions_12.html

if you attended the symposium in Tucson, but you missed 
a session, or if you were unable to attend the Tucson 
symposium, visit the gwa website (address below) to 
download the session.

http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/sessions_12.html
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Allied neWs

14th Annual Chanticleer Lecture
The 14th Annual Chanticleer Lecture at the Radnor 
Memorial Library, Wayne Pa., will be held apr. 7. 
W. Gary Smith will present “From Art to Landscape” 
2:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. This lecture is free and open to 
the public. 
 Step beyond making “solutions” in garden 
design and learn how to unleash the artist within 
yourself, making meaningful gardens that express 
the relationship between local sense of place and 
your own creative spirit. W. Gary Smith’s current 
projects include in the design for the new Santa 
Fe Botanical Garden; the Children’s Garden at the 
Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center in Texas; the 
Discovery Garden at the Brooklyn Botanic Garden; 
the Therapeutic Garden at the Birmingham Botanical 
Gardens; and the John C. Wister Rhododendron 
Garden at Tyler Arboretum. Since 2001 Gary has 
been working with staff on the ongoing restoration of 
the Winterthur garden.

Two Profusion Zinnias 
Latest AAS Winners

New for this spring, Profusion 
Double Deep salmon (top) and 
Profusion Double Hot Cherry 
(bottom) were just announced 
as All-America Selections 
winners for 2013. These two 
Profusion zinnias, as well as the 
Profusion Double yellow, offer 
multi-layer blooms that stand out 
at retail, in the landscape and 
in large containers. Profusion 
is known for reliable uniformity 
in production in addition to 
strong disease tolerance and 
tremendous drought and 

heat tolerance. These three new doubles fit right 
in with the rest of the varieties in the series. For 
more information and images of the new Profusion 
Doubles, contact Jeanine Standard, Media Relations, 
at jstandard@sakata.com. 

2014 Star Roses and Plants/
Conard-Pyle Introductions
A multiple European award-winner, a new addition to 
the Eyeconic® series, and the latest offering from the 
creator of the Knock Out® Rose are among the 2014 
roses recently announced by Star Roses and Plants. 
Also, included in the 2014 new releases are 15 new 
perennials – and one shrub. (http://www.conard-
pyle.com/index.cfm/fuseaction/srplants.newintros/
index.htm)

AXXE Weed & Grass Control 
Available to Homeowners
BioSafe Systems announced that AXXE Weed & 
Grass Control, a non-selective herbicidal soap for 
organic gardening, is available to homeowners. 
AXXE will eradicate grasses and weeds to help 
maintain weed-free patios, walkways and driveways. 
It also works great as a spot treatment in gardens to 
eliminate backbreaking hand weeding. AXXE Weed 
& Grass Control is biodegradable and will not migrate 
through soil to harm surrounding plants. Contact 
BioSafe Systems at 1.888.273.3088.

Quantum Pruning Tools
New for 2013, 
Fiskars professional-
quality Quantum™ 
pruning tools help to 
make pruning tasks 
easier and more 
efficient. Designed 
in Scandinavia and made from the highest-grade 
materials, the Quantum™ line includes a hand 
pruner, a hedge shear and two loppers. Each tool 
features premium European steel blades for precise 
cuts, all-natural cork grips for an easier and more 
comfortable hold, and aluminum handles that 
reduce weight without sacrificing durability. 
(www.fiskars.com)

Rare Heirloom Varieties Offered
The 2013 Seed Savers 
Exchange will offer some 
rare heirloom varieties from 
its seed bank for the first 
time — family heirlooms 
like ‘Bear paw’ corn and 
‘Mamie Brown’s pink’ tomato. 
Learn more about these 
limited edition varieties as 
well as more than 600 other 
heirloom and open-pollinated 

vegetables, flowers and herbs in its 2013 catalog. 
(www.seedsavers.org/Catalog)
 

Outdoor Living Extravaganzas
Proven Winners is hosting its Outdoor Living 
Extravaganzas Mar. 2 in Boston, Mar. 23 
in Chicago and apr. 20 in Vancouver. (http://
www.provenwinners.com/learn/outdoor-living-
extravaganza)

AHS Launches New Website
This month, the American Horticultural Society 
unveils its redesigned website. In addition to an 
updated look and streamlined navigation, the site 
offers a number of new features. (www.ahs.org)

mailto:jstandard@sakata.com
http://www.conard-pyle.com/index.cfm/fuseaction/srplants.newintros/index.htm
http://www.conard-pyle.com/index.cfm/fuseaction/srplants.newintros/index.htm
http://www.conard-pyle.com/index.cfm/fuseaction/srplants.newintros/index.htm
www.fiskars.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0015nBRBLUpQRTerIrnDQHWMAGSjqkYvw4cRnouRFOMJXIZ4wZivRBJh-ZwrWR2PzK0H1fEAbJM6PgMAu3YRKrJME9l1nXKW24ppHAXWp3SCVyOwfRYICdPW8NlMhltYY8r
http://www.provenwinners.com/learn/outdoor-living-extravaganza
http://www.provenwinners.com/learn/outdoor-living-extravaganza
http://www.provenwinners.com/learn/outdoor-living-extravaganza
www.ahs.org
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Hot off the Press

Mel Bartholomew, 
square Foot 
gardening answer 
Book, Cool Springs 
Press, 192 pages, 
paperback, $16.99. 
Available now. Square 
Foot Gardening Answer 
Book is for all of the 
world’s square foot 
gardeners. The book 
shows you ways to get 
more from your gardening 
efforts. Using proven 

techniques, appliances and approaches, this 
book will put more harvest on your table, with no 
additional garden beds. For more than 30 years Mel 
Bartholomew has been answering questions from 
square foot gardeners, and this book presents the 
very best of that information. 

derek Fell, derek 
Fell’s grow 
This!: a garden 
expert’s guide 
to Choosing the 
Best Vegetables, 
Flowers, and seeds 
so you’re never 
disappointed 
again, Rodale Books, 
416 pages, paperback, 
$23.99. Available now. 
Grow This! is a garden 
expert’s guide to choosing 

the best vegetables, flowers and lawn seed to avoid 

disappointment over variety selections when buying 
by mail order, from garden centers and also over the 
internet. Fell is a former catalog manager for Burpee 
Seeds and a former executive director of All-America 
Selections and the National Garden Bureau. Using 
his knowledge of evaluating garden varieties grown 
from seed at his test gardens in Pennsylvania and 
Florida and by visiting various other test gardens, 
such as the California Pack Trials, Fell cuts through 
the confusion of variety selection.

derek Fell, 
Monet’s 
garden wall 
Calendar 
2013, Brown 
Trout, $14.95. 
Available now. 
This 12-month,13-
image square 
format wall 
calendar contains 
images through 

four seasons of Monet’s Garden, at Giverny, France. 
Fell visits the garden each year to obtain fresh 
images for his popular calendar. It is a companion 
to Fell’s full color book, The Magic of Monet’s Garden 
(Firefly).

Charlie nardozzi, Urban gardening for 
dummies, Wiley, 360 pages, paperback, $19.99. 
Available now. A townhouse yard, a balcony, a 
fire escape, a south-facing window — even a 
basement apartment can all be suitable locations 
to grow enough food to save a considerable 
amount of money and enjoy the freshest, healthiest 

produce possible. 
Urban Gardening For 
Dummies helps you 
make the most of limited 
space through the use 
of proven small-space 
gardening techniques 
that allow gardeners to 
maximize yield while 
minimizing space. 
Urban Gardening covers 
square-foot gardening 
and vertical and layered 

gardening. It includes guidance on working with 
container gardening, succession gardening, and 
companion gardening; and offers guidance on pest 
management, irrigation and rain barrels, and small-
space composting.

Ralph nelson, 
BOTaniCa 
iphone photos, 
self-published, $60. 
Available now at 
http://ralphnelson.
myshopify.com. 
BOTANICA 
iPhone Photos is 
a hardcover coffee 

table book containing a collection of 81 stunning 
iPhone photographs of botanical subjects. There is 
one image per page and on each of the facing pages 
is a quote relating to beauty, flowers, light and life by 
well-known authors, philosophers, scientists and from 
sacred texts.

Continued on page 28

http://ralphnelson.myshopify.com
http://ralphnelson.myshopify.com
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covers all the available options: alternative lawns, 
ornamental grasses, ground-covering plants, 
small shrubs and perennials, artificial turf, “people 
places” like patios and paths, and more. In addition, 
it includes step-by-step lawn-removal methods, 
strategies for dealing with HOAs and lawn-loving 
neighbors, and practical ways to reduce your lawn if 
you’re not ready to go all the way.

g. Michael shoup, empress of the 
garden, The Antique Rose Emporium, Inc., 208 
pages with over 400 photographs, hardcover, 
$39.95. Available now. Gardens should never stop 
teaching their gardeners. In Empress of the Garden, 
Mr. Shoup shares 30 years of practical and poetic 
wisdom. Learn the growth habits and personalities 

Hot off the Press                  continued

pam penick, 
Lawn gone!: Low-
Maintenance, 
sustainable, 
attractive 
alternatives for 
your yard, Ten Speed 
Press, 192 pages, 
paperback, $19.99. 
Available now. Lawn 
Gone! is an essential 
guide to low-water, easy-

care lawn alternatives for beginning gardeners and 
anyone concerned about the environmental costs of 
maintaining a lawn. Filled with how-to information, 
design ideas and inspirational photographs, it 

Continued from page 27

of dozens of different 
antique or old garden 
roses. Novices as well 
as seasoned rosarians 
will appreciate Shoup’s 
advice on the many 
aspects of growing 
roses. Mike Shoup 
gathers roses here not 
strictly by formal classes 

but by the nature of their usefulness as landscape 
plants. Among each rose personality profile, not 
only are there numerous (over 400) sumptuous 
photographs, but also descriptive captions and side-
bars that instruct the reader on how to best achieve 
the results seen.

ScottsMiracle-Gro GRO1000 Grassroots Grants
submission deadline 

Feb. 18 at 11:59 pm esT

Now in its third year, The Scotts Miracle-Gro 
Company announced that it is continuing support 
of greenscape development with the availability of 

the 2013 GRO1000 Grassroots Grants. The grants 
are part of the larger GRO1000 Gardens and Green 
Space Program, which is ScottsMiracle-Gro’s 
commitment to create more than 1,000 community 
gardens and green spaces by 2018, the company’s 
150th anniversary. The grants are awarded to civic 

organizations nationwide.
 The grants, which range from $500 to $1,500, 
are awarded based on community need and impact, 
scope and long-term sustainability of the project. 
 To download the application for the 2013 
GRO1000 Grassroots Grants Click Here.
 

partners for the gRO1000 program

http://www.grogood.com/GiveBackToGro/Gro1000/Grassroots
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   Welcome to the following new members who joined the association in January and February 2013

neW MeMBers

Continued on page 30

susan Bercheck
Sudie’s Garden
P.O. Box 304
Gates Mills, OH 44040 
(O) 440.773.0207 
(H) 440.773.0207
sudie7@gmail.com 

scott Beuerlein
Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden 
3400 Vine St.
Cincinnati, OH 45220 
(O) 513.559.8306 
(H) 513.232.8343
scott.beuerlein@cincinnatizoo.org 
www.cincinnatizoo.org

Christy Bracey scott
1918 Harcourt Ave.
Crofton, MD 21114
(O) 443.597.2633 
(H) 443.597.2633
christybracey@me.com 

Bonnie Bruce
Celilo Gardens
6447 SE Stark St.
Portland, OR 97215 
(O) 503.929.5502
(H) 503.238.0070
bonnie@celilogardens.com 
celilogardens.com

Lina Burton
P. O. Box 373
Aldie, VA 20105-0373 
(O) 703.327.4299 
(F) 703.327.4419 
(H) 703.327.4299 
AldieOaks@aol.com 

Lynn Cochran
North Carolina Master Gardeners
1056 S. Hawthorne Rd.
Winston-Salem, NC 27103 

(O) 336.624.9965 
(H) 336.624.9965 
a.lynn.cochran@gmail.com 

sandi Crabtree
Crabtree Gardens, LLC
538 W. Butler Dr.
Drums, PA 18222 US
(O) 570.788.0833 
(H) 570.788.0833 
sandi@crabtreegardens.com 
www.crabtreegardens.com

Jodi deLong
Blooming Media
127 Bridge St., RR2
Kingston, NS B0P 1R0 Canada
(O) 902.242.2055 
(H) 902.242.2055 
bloomingwriter@eastlink.ca 
bloominganswers.com

stephen Foltz
Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden
3400 Vine St.
Cincinnati, OH 45220 
(O) 513.475.6106
(H) 513.200.3699 
stephen.foltz@cincinnatizoo.org 
www.cincinnatizoo.org

Ken Foster
Terra Nova Ecological 
Landscaping 
P.O. Box 677
Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(O) 831.425.3514 
(H) 831.359.5717 
ken@terranovalandscapig.com 
terranovalandscaping.com/

Veronica Fowler
1031 Ridgewood Ave.
Ames, IA 50010 
(O) 515.451.1777
veronicalorsonfowler@gmail.com 

Rose Franklin
Rose Franklin’s Perennials
107 Butterfly Ln.
Spring Mills, PA 16875 
(O) 814.422.8968 
(H) 814.422.8968 
RoseFranklin@aol.com 
www.ButterflyBushes.com

Belinda gallagher
Hooked on Horticulture Consulting
1363 Essonville Line, R.R. #1
Tory Hill, ON K0L 2Y0 Canada
(O) 705.448.2613
(H) 705.448.2613
gallagher.belinda@gmail.com 

dorothy gebert
148 Lake Margaret Trail
St. Thomas, ON N5R 6L7 Canada
(O) 519.200.1992 
(H) 519.633.8249 
dorothy@dorothygebert.com 
www.dorothygebert.com

Mary Haggerty
4712 Shadywood Ln.
Dallas, TX 75209 US
(O) 214.741.1870 
(H) 214.357.7958 
mary@pathaggerty.com 

Jim Hatfield
MtM
19470 SW Mohave Ct.
Tualatin OR 97062 US
(O) 503.612.0565 
(H) 503.612.0565 
jim@mtmimagingsupplies.com 
mtmimagingsupplies.com

Karel Holloway
12245 Amy Ln.
Terrell, TX 75161 
(O) 972.524.1764 
(F) 972.524.1764 

(H) 972.524.1764 
karelholloway@yahoo.com 

John Jackson 
Grafted Growers 
5435 E. Placita De Royale
Tucson AZ 85718 
(O) 520.971.9397 
(H) 520.971.9397 
john.jackson@graftedgrowers.com 
www.graftedgrowers.com

Heidi Lumia
Ten10 PR
P.O. Box 148
9 Hutchins Ln.
Cape Neddick, ME 03902 
(O) 207.641.9073 
(H) 207.363.4778 
Heidi@ten10pr.com 
www.ten10pr.com
www.hutchinshouseog.com

alice Mcgowan
31 East Market St.
Hyde Park, NY 12583 
(O) 413.548.6100 
(H) 413.548.6100 
alice.mcgowan@gmail.com 

Betsy Model
Tres Gatos Media LLC
6565 Americas Parkway NE
Ste. 200
Albuquerque, NM 87110 
(O) 505.466.2770 
(H) 505.867.4042 
bmodel@betsymodel.com 
betsymodel.com

neil Moran
Haylake Business 
Communications
7865 S. Nicolet Rd.
Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783 
(O) 906.322.4264 

(H) 906.322.4264 
haylake@neilmoran.com 
www.neilmoran.com

susan poizner
Orchard People
107 Everden Rd.
Toronto, ON M6C 3K7 Canada
(O) 416.784.2826 
(H) 416.784.2826 
susanpoizner@gmail.com 
www.orchardpeople.com

Reed pugh
Barking Dog Gardens
63 Oxford St.
Winchester, MA 01890 
(O) 781 572-4351 
(H) 781 721-6297 
reed_pugh@mac.com 
reedsgardenramblings.blogspot.
com/p/barking-dog-gardens.html

alexander Reford
Jardins de Metis
200 Route 132
Grand-Mètis, QC G0J 1Z0 Canada
(O) 418.775.2221 
(H) 418.775.8306 
alexander.reford@jardinsdemetis.com 

Christina M. salwitz
The Personal Garden Coach
16939 166th Pl. SE
Renton, WA 98058
(O) 425.736.3491
(H) 425.736.3491
personalgardencoach@comcast.net
personalgardencoach.wordpress.com

g. Michael shoup
Antique Rose Emporium
9300 Lueckemeyer Rd.
Brenham, TX 77833
(O) 979.836.9051 

(F) 979.836.0928 
(H) 979.836.4293 
wholesale@weareroses.com 
www.weareroses.com

Robert speziale
300 W. 109th St., Apt. 6M
New York, NY 10025 
(O) 212.662.9978 
(H) 212.662.9978 
rpinelodge@verizon.net 

amy stewart
1315 8th St.
Eureka, CA 95501 
(O) 707.443.9283 
(H) 707.443.9572 
amy@amystewart.com 

Margaret sullivan
Foundation for Landscape Studies
Southampton Garden Club
101 Wyandanch Ln.
Southampton, NY 11968 
(O) 917.741.2011 
(F) 631.287.4269 
(H) 631.283.5834 
nygardens@mac.com 

Laura Thomas
The Dandelion Wrangler
4058 Liverpool St.
Port Coquitlam, BC V3B 3W7
Canada
(O) 607.716.4857 
(F) 604.945.5417 
(H) 604.945.5447 
Laura@theDandelionWrangler.ca 
www.theDandelionWrangler.ca
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Rosalie Thompson
67 Belfair Oaks Blvd.
Bluffton, SC 29910 
(O) 843.338.9066 
(H) 843.338.9066 
Rosalie@Rosalie.com 
examiner.com/gardening-in-national/rosalie-thompson 

Kitty Vagley
Pittsburgh Botanic Garden
850 Poplar St.
Pittsburgh, PA 15220 
(O) 412.444.4464 
(F) 412.444.4465 
(H) 412.828.5203 
kvagley@pittsburghbotanicgarden.org 
www.pittsburghbotanicgarden.org

donna wright
Sun Gro
6694 Labish Center Rd. NE
Salem, OR 97305 
(O) 503.421.4495
donnaw@sungro.com 

aLLied MeMBeRs
The Chas.C. Hart seed Co.
Sandy Merrill
304 Main St.
Wethersfield, CT 06109-1826 
(O) 860.529.2537 
(F) 860.563.7221
sem@hartseed.com 
www.hartseed.com

earthbound expeditions
Matthew Brumley
P.O. Box 11305 
Bainbridge Island, WA 98110 
(O) 206.842.9775 
(F) 206.842.8280 
(H) 206.842.7377 
matthew@earthboundexpeditions.com 
www.earthboundexpeditions.com

greenleaf nursery & garden debut
Alicia O’Donnel
28406 Hwy. 82
Park Hill, OK 74451 
(O) 918.457.2281 
(H) 918.822.0357 (cell) 
alicia_odonnell@greenleafnursery.com 
www.greenleafnursery.com
www.gardendebut.com

neW MeMBers
Continued from page 29

dates & events

February 15-16
International Hardy Plant Union’s Sixth Inter-
national Perennial Plant Conference. 
(www.isu-perennials.org — click on Winter Days)

February 20-24
Northwest Flower and Garden Show, Seattle, Wash. 
This year’s theme, “The Silver Screen Takes Root: 
Gardens Go Hollywood,” celebrates the show’s 25th 
anniversary. (www.gardenshow.com)
 
February 23
Perennial Plant Association MidAtlantic Region 
Perennial Symposium with the theme “Perennially 
Inspired,” The Conference Center at Sheppard Pratt 
Baltimore, Md. (www.perennialplant.org)

February 28-March 3
24th Annual Nashville Lawn & Garden Show 
sponsored by the Horticultural Association of 
Tennessee, Tennessee State Fairgrounds, Nashville, 
Tenn. (http://www.nashvillelawnandgardenshow.com)
 
March 2-10 
Philadelphia Flower Show, entitled “Brilliant!,” 
promises to be all those things and much more. 
Pennsylvania Convention Center, Philadelphia, Pa. 
(http://theflowershow.com/)
 
March 9-17
Chicago Flower & Garden Show with the theme “The 
Art of Gardening,” Navy Pier, Chicago, Ill. (www.
chicagoflower.com) (GWA Region V Meeting)

March 15-24 
17th Annual Canada Blooms, with the theme “The 
Magic of Spring,” Direct Energy Center, Toronto, 

Ontario, Canada. (www.canadablooms.com) (GWA 
Region VII Meeting)

March 20-24
San Francisco Flower & Garden Show, San 
Mateo Event Center, San Mateo, Calif. 
(www.sfgardenshow.com)

March 21   
University of Connecticut Perennial Plant 
Conference. (www.2013perennial.uconn.edu)
 
March 26-27 
RHS Great London Plant Fair, RHS Horticultural 
Halls, London. (www.rhs.org.uk)

april 6-11  
California Spring Trials. (OFA.org/SpringTrials)
 
april 11
OFA & Planet Interior Plantscape Symposium 
at Longwood Gardens, Kennett Square, Pa. 
(www.ofa.org)

July 11-13
American Horticultural Society’s National Children 
& Youth Garden Symposium, hosted by Denver 
Botanic Gardens, Denver, Colo. 
(http://americanhort.ahs.org/ncygs)

July 21-27
31st Perennial Plant Symposium, Sheraton 
Wall Centre Hotel, Vancouver, BC, Canada 
(www.perennialplant.org)

august 16-19
GWA 65th Annual Symposium, Quebec City Hilton, 
Quebec City, Canada (www.gardenwriters.org)

http://www.isu-perennials.org/
http://www.gardenshow.com/
http://www.perennialplant.org/
http://www.nashvillelawnandgardenshow.com
http://theflowershow.com/
www.chicagoflower.com
www.chicagoflower.com
http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/region5_3_9.html
http://www.canadablooms.com/
http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/region7_3_16.html
www.sfgardenshow.com
http://www.2013perennial.uconn.edu/
http://www.rhs.org.uk/
http://ofa.org/SpringTrials
http://www.ofa.org/
http://americanhort.ahs.org/ncygs
www.perennialplant.org
www.gardenwriters.org

