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GWA Media Awards Goes Online with 
An All New Awards Program for 2014 
The Garden Writers Association 
announced the latest 
modernization of its 
Garden Media Awards 
Program to an ALL NEW 
online entry and judging 
process. We believe this 
is the only national online 
media awards contest for 
the Lawn & Garden Industry.
 GWA will be awarding the 
prestigious GWA Garden Media Awards to the top 
professional communicators in the lawn & garden 
genre for 2013. All works primarily focused on 
gardening are eligible for the 2014 Garden Writers 
Association Media Awards Program and may be 
submitted by individuals or publishers that are GWA 
members or non-members.

Online Submissions
Although book and some photo entries still may 
be submitted in original published form via mail 

or courier, all other award entries are now being 
accepted in electronic format.

•	 No more postage, packaging or dash to the 
post office to enter

•	 No more expensive express mail costs
•	 Enter any time you want – 24/7
•	 Instant submission at the click of a button
•	 Simple on-line payment
•	 Individual entry acknowledgement

Judges’ Critiques Are Back
Limited time and resources forced the elimination 
of judges’ comments years ago. NOW THEY 
ARE BACK! Each entrant can opt to receive 
judges’ comments to help guide their future work 
development. GWA is pleased to bring back this 
valuable service as a learning tool for members.

Deadlines  
All entries must be received no later than March 
15, 2014. Late entries will not be accepted. 

Call for GWA 2014 
Honors Nominations

Recognize the achievements of your peers with a 
2014 Honors nomination. To honor individuals who 
have made a significant contribution to the GWA 
objectives, please complete the nomination form.
 Nominate individuals in the following categories:
 • Fellow
 • Honorary Member
 • Hall of Fame
 • Wilfred J. Jung Distinguished Service Medal

Deadline Fri., Feb. 7
Honors Nomination Form

http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=awards/nominationform.html
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I had no business cards, I didn’t have a suit with me 
(things were a bit more formal back then), and I don’t 
even drink, but no matter. I was immediately one of 
them.
 At the time, though, you couldn’t just join the 
association out of the blue. You had to submit proof 
you were a published garden writer. I believe the 
minimum was three articles or photos or a book. 
When I got back home, therefore, I sat down 
and fretted over what to submit. I imagined some 
committee of white-haired sages in wizard caps 
pouring over my articles, making disapproving notes 
in the margin with goose quill pens. What if they 
judged my work inadequate? 
 I ruled out submitting any French-language 
pieces (most of my work at the time), figuring they 
wouldn’t accept them (although I’m now sure they 
would have), but fortunately I had a few articles that 
had been published in U.S. magazines, so I mailed 
in the required photocopies along with a check for 
one year’s membership. I soon had my first GWAA 
membership card in my wallet and I’ve been carrying 
one ever since. 
 Today’s members are just as friendly as they 
were back then, if perhaps a little less dipsomaniacal. 
Of course, no one ever refers to me as “the kid” 
anymore. I’ve aged into my role as a garden writer. 
But I do hope we’re just as welcoming to new 
members. That has always been our reputation and 
it’s one we have to maintain! So, next time you run 
into a budding garden communicator, drag him or 
her to the nearest GWA meeting. It can be a life-
changing experience!

 Larry Hodgson
Continued on page 3
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President’s Message

Would you believe that 2014 
is my 30th anniversary as a 
GWA member? Yep, I joined 
in 1984, right after the annual 
symposium in Miami, Fla. 
I’d gone to Miami leading 
a garden tour, then stayed 
on to attend the 11th World 
Orchid Conference. I’d never 
even heard of the Garden 

Writers Association of America (our name at the 
time), but I was already a struggling garden writer 
with a few dozen articles to my name. When I heard 
there was a garden writers group in town, literally just 
across the road from the World Orchid Convention 
hotel at that, I figured I could at least drop in and see. 
 I recall walking into the lobby of the meeting 
hotel, presenting myself at the registration table as a 
budding garden writer, and being practically dragged 
into the meeting room by the local committee 
members. They weren’t going to let any potential new 
member get away! 
 At the time, my field of interest was house-
plants, and I was astounded to learn that elvin 
Mcdonald, now a GWA Hall of Fame member and 
the author of so many of my favorite books, was 
present at the meeting. When they learned he was 
my mentor, I was again dragged over to meet him. 
I couldn’t believe how friendly he was. In fact, how 
friendly everyone was! After all, no one knew me, and 
I must have looked like a kid to them (I wasn’t yet 30 
and I’m sure there weren’t many members younger 
than 50). I never returned to the World Orchid 
Convention. I spent the rest of my time in Miami at 
the GWAA meeting. 
 Let me tell you, they liked to party back then! 
After the day’s events, the whole gang would haul 
off to the nearest watering hole and try to empty it of 
all alcohol. I was so unprepared for this whole thing. 
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(Contact Joan Purser, Tour Organizer — jpurser@
bloomsofbressinghamplants.com or http://www.
bloomsofbressinghamplants.com/us/Gardeners/
News/gardens_2014tours.html) 

gardens of ireland & the world Flower 
show — June 16-27
Join Walter Reeves on an extraordinary garden 
journey to Ireland. Attend the World Flower Show 
in Dublin and then set off to discover the gardens, 
history and landscapes of Galway, Dingle and 
Killarney. (http://www.earthboundexpeditions.com/
june-2014-irish-gardens-with-walter-reeves?et_
mid=648054&rid=234737097)

garden delights in dublin & Belfast — 
June 21-30

Highlights include: 
ticket to ‘A Floral 
Odyssey’; guided 
tours of NBG 
Glasnevin; June 
Blake’s Garden; 
Mount Usher, 
National Garden 

Exhibition Centre; Malahide Castle; Mount Stewart 
(includes guided house tour and specialist for 
gardens); Belfast Botanic Gardens; free days to 
discover Dublin and Belfast on your own. (Contact: 
Donna Dawson, donna@ICanGarden.com or http://
www.gardeningtours.com/Ireland2014.htm) 

gardens of France — early Fall
Join Nan Sterman in France on a tour of public 
display gardens, botanical gardens, designer gar-
dens, intimate private gardens (and their gardeners 
of counsel), and historical gardens — each region’s 
best representatives. Plans are underway and the trip 
is expected to sell out. To be added to the mailing list, 
send an email to info@PlantSoup.com or visit www.
PlantSoup.com and sign up for Nan’s newsletter.

Garden Tours — 2014

Europe
gardens of england Tour — May 14-23
Gardens of England Tour, including The Chelsea 
Flower Show, with stays in London, Oxford and 
the Cotswolds. Led by Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp. 
(thehoosiergardener@gmail.com or Tanya Davis, 
Europe by Design, info@europebydesign.us or 
317.508.1767)

gloucestershire, england — May 16-24
Travel with the American Horticultural Society to 
England’s picturesque region of Gloucestershire with 
an exceptional array of private gardens and classic 
English gardens. Highlights include: Barnsley House, 
which was owned by the famous garden designer, 
Rosemary Verey; the great gardens of Hidcote Manor 
and Kiftsgate Court. Visit London to experience the 
Chelsea Flower Show. Spend a full day exploring the 
superb show gardens and fabulous displays in the 
Great Pavilion. (www.ahs.org)

english gardens & Chelsea Flower show 
Tour — May 17-26

Gardens visited include 
Kew Gardens & Chelsea 
Physic Gardens in London; 
Sissinghurst; Great Dixter; 
Scotney Castle & Nymans, 
in Kent; and a trio of lesser-
known exquisite private 
gardens south of Bath and 
notable Cotswold gardens. 
(www.serendipitytraveler.
com or call Peggy Coonley, 
978.879.7464) 

england & scotland — May 20-29
David Hobson will host a Chelsea Flower Show tour 
with four days in England and four days in Scotland. 

Included are visits to Great Dixter, Kew Gardens and 
Royal Botanic Gardens, Edinburgh. (garden@gto.net 
or http://home.golden.net/~dhobson/uktour.html)

england/Chelsea Flower show — May 20-27
Join veteran PBS and NPR host Michael Weishan 
on the ultimate garden lovers journey to London 
and Southern England. Gain insider access to 
many of England’s preeminent private gardens. 
In addition, stroll the grounds of grand historic 
gardens in County Kent, tour Leeds Castle and 
Canterbury Cathedral, and spend an unforgettable 
day strolling the grounds of the Chelsea Flower 
Show. Also visit private gardens, Wisley, Great 
Dixter, Sissinghurst and the secret gardens of 
London. (http://www.earthboundexpeditions.com/
journeys/western-europe/chelsea-garden-show?et_
mid=648054&rid=234737097)

Bloom’s Bressingham garden Tours — 
June 9-15, July 14-20, aug. 18-24

Three tour dates 
to choose from in 
2014.  Join us for 
a learning tour of 
English gardens 
for passionate 
plant people. Tour 
includes visits to 

Abbey Gardens (Bury St. Edmunds), Beth Chatto 
Gardens (Essex), Cambridge University Botanic 
Gardens, Royal Horticultural Society gardens 
(Wisley) and Savill Gardens (Windsor). Highlight 
of the tour will be a unique experience of two days 
of hands-on instruction with internationally known 
plantsman Adrian Bloom at The Bressingham 
Gardens focused on plants, design and more. 
Stay at 4-star hotel accommodations and enjoy the 
local sights while immersed in gardening history. 

Continued on page 4
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diReCTORs

RegiOn i
Ellen Zachos (2016 N)
 Acme Plant Stuff
Sally Ferguson (2015 R)
 Ferguson Caras PR
Rich Pomerantz (2014 R)   
 Rich Pomerantz Photography

RegiOn ii
Steve Maurer (2014 N)
 Nemours Museum & Gardens 
Dan Benarcik (2014 R)
 Chanticleer Foundation
Denise Schreiber (2015 R)
 Allegheny County Parks Dept.

RegiOn iii
Linda Nitchman (2016 N)
 Freelance
Christine Kelleher (2014 R)
 Aris Horticultural Services
Maria Zampini (2015 R)
 UpShoot LLC

RegiOn iV
Linda Askey (2015 N)
 New Leaves
Bob Polomski (2015 R)
 S.C. Extension Horticulturist
Barbara Wise (2014 R)
 Landscape Services, Inc.

OFFiCeRs

pResidenT  
Larry Hodgson 
 HortiCom, Inc.
ViCe pResidenT 
Kirk Brown 
 John Bartram Lives.
TReasUReR 
Becky Heath 
 Brent & Becky’s Bulbs

RegiOn V
Bill Adams (2016 N)
 Freelance
Beth Clark (2015 R)
 Freelance
Kevin Gragg (2014 R)
 Oklahoma State University

RegiOn Vi
Nan Sterman (2014 N)
  Plant Soup, Inc.
Pat Munts (2014 R)
 Spokesman Review
Lydia Plunk (2015 R)
 Freelance

RegiOn Vii
Donna Balzer (2015 N)
 Donna Balzer Consulting, Inc.
Steven Biggs (2014 R)
 Freelance 
Ken Brown (2015 R)
 www.gardening-enjoyed.com

seCReTaRy  
Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp
 Write for You!
pasT pResidenT  
Debra Prinzing 
 Freelance

2013-14 GWA
BoArd of directors

Continued on page 5

n = NATIONAL DIRECTOR  
R = REGIONAL DIRECTOR

gardens of normandy with paris — 
sept. 9-19
The itinerary includes visits to a variety of 
remarkable destinations, such as the famous 
gardens of Claude Monet at Giverny; the historic 
landmarks and dramatic coastline of Normandy; and 
an abundance of wonderful gardens – both grand 
and intimate. Experience many of the region’s 
exquisite gardens and meet the people behind 
them. This trip will conclude with a day in Paris to 
see the grand gardens of the Tuileries, originally 
created for Catherine de Medici in the 16th century 
and redesigned a century later by famous French 
landscape architect Le Notre for King Louis XIV. Visit 
Quai Branly Museum’s spectacular vertical garden 
designed by Patrick Blanc. (www.ahs.org) 

southern italy — May 19-30
Erica Glasener will lead a tour to the gardens and 
villas of Southern Italy — Rome, Amalfi Coast, the 
Isle of Capri, and Sicily — and discover the romantic 
villa, charming seaside towns, lush gardens and 
ancient treasures of Southern Italy. (http://www.
earthboundexpeditions.com/journeys/western-
europe/gardens-of-southern-italy-with-erica-
glasener)

scottish gardens & edinburgh 
international Festival — aug. 4-15
Scottish gardens and the Edinburgh International 
Festival highlight Marty Wingate’s Scotland tour 
which includes whiskey tasting and lunch at St. 
Andrew’s. (martywingate.com)

northern italy — sept. 6-15
Doug Oster will 
lead this trip to 
Northern Italy. 
Highlights include: 
Venice, Murano 
Island, Doge’s 

Palace, Lake Como, Switzerland, Villa Cicogna; 
Mozzoni and more. (http://www.collettevacations.
com/link/571627#.UoTiV40Zwk8) 

Far East
Jewels of northern india & The Taj Mahal 
— Feb. 19-Mar. 3
Highlights include: stunning Lotus shaped Baha’l 
Temple; the Taj Mahal with its exquisite beauty and 
presence of this marble mausoleum; Bharatpur and 
Fatehpur Sikri, a city built in red sandstone; Jaipur, 
the pink jewel in the desert sands of Rajasthan; 
Jodhpur, a fortified city; Udaipur, one of the most 
romantic cities of Rajasthan. Join this small 
group tour. (Contact: Donna Dawson, donna@
ICanGarden.com or http://www.gardeningtours.com/
India2014.htm)

Middle East
Turkey — Tulips, gardens & History Tour 
— apr. 14-23
Highlights include: Turkey’s fabled city of Istanbul at 
the historic crossroads between East and West; the 
Blue mosque and its six minarets whose 20,000 blue 
Iznik tiles will take your breath away; Topkapi Palace; 
The Haghia Sofia, constructed in 326 by Constantine 
the Great; Nezahat Gokyigit Botanic Gardens; the 
Tulip Festival at Emirgan Park; Sabanci Museum; 
Bulbous Plants Park; Seymen Village; Pergamum, 
once ruled by Alexander the Great, famous for 
parchment paper; and the Acropolis with the Altar 
of Zeus and Amphitheater; Ephesus, the largest 
ancient city every uncovered. (Contact: Donna 
Dawson, donna@ICanGarden.com or http://www.
gardeningtours.com/Turkey2014.htm)

israel glorious gardens & History Tour — 
apr. 27-May 7

Highlights include: Tel 
Aviv with its culture, 
heritage, history, markets 
and the old city of Jaffa; 
Haifa and the incredibly 
breathtaking hanging 
gardens of the Baha’I; 

Continued from page 3
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Jerusalem; the Dead Sea; the Qumran Caves, site of 
the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls; the village of 
Ein Karem to see all the boutique small art galleries; 
the Chagall Windows at the Hadassah University 
Medical Center. (Contact: Donna Dawson, donna@
ICanGarden.com or http://www.gardeningtours.com/
Israel2014.htm) 

South Africa

gardens of south africa — Feb. 15-26
Explore the gardens and national parks of South 
Africa with horticulturist Dr. Doug Welsh. Experience 
the abundant floral region of the Cape of Good Hope, 
relax in sun soaked vineyards and enjoy intimate 
viewings of South Africa’s lions, leopards, rhinos and 
elephants. (http://www.earthboundexpeditions.com/
february-2014-south-africa-with-doug-welsh?et_
mid=648054&rid=234737097)

Floral wonders & game safaris in south 
africa — Oct. 8-23
Highlights include: Brenthurst Gardens, private 
garden visits, Victoria Street Market, Durban 
Botanical Gardens, Makaranga Gardens, Rosehurst 
Gardens, Tatham Art Gallery, Hermanus, Cellors 
Hohenort, Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens, 
Vergelegen Wine Estate, game drives at Kapama 
River Lodge Private Games Preserve. (Contact: 
Donna Dawson, donna@ICanGarden.com or http://
www.gardeningtours.com/SouthAfrica2014.htm) 

Cuba

gardens, Farms & Markets — Jan. 14-22
Join veteran WHYY public radio host Mike 
McGrath on an in-depth exploration of Cuba. 
Explore old Havana, meet fellow gardeners, 
visit Hemingway’s home, organic farms, markets 
and discover the rich culture of this island nation. 

(http://www.earthboundexpeditions.com/
january-2014-cuba-with-mike-mcgrath?et_
mid=648054&rid=234737097)

plants & gardens of Cuba — Feb. 22-Mar. 2
Travel to tropical Cuba with the Indiana Jones 
of plant collecting, explorer Dan Hinkley. Visit 
organic farms, orchid galleries, the National 
Botanical gardens, the Fine Arts Museum, old 
Havana, Hemingway’s home, colonial villages 
and more. (http://www.earthboundexpeditions.
com/february-2014-cuba-with-dan-hinkley?et_
mid=648054&rid=234737097)

Central America

Costa Rica — nov. 8-16
Join gardening expert Melinda Myers for an in-
depth exploration of the plants, birds and animals 
of Costa Rica. Highlights include: colorful gardens 
and national parks; a coffee plantation visit; 
towering Arenal Volcano; Monteverde Cloud 
Forest; Hummingbird Gallery; Monteverde Orchid 
Gallery; (http://www.earthboundexpeditions.
com/journeys/latin-america/november-2014-
melinda-myers-gardens-of-costa-rica?et_
mid=648054&rid=234737097)

United States
san antonio & austin, Texas — apr. 4-10
Marty Wingate leads a Bluebonnet tour to San 
Antonio and Austin, visiting private and public 
gardens, including the Alamo and the Lady Bird 
Johnson Wildflower Center, and taking in the hill 
country’s spring display. (martywingate.com)

Memphis, Tenn. — June 7
The 5th Annual Through Our Garden Gates Garden 
Tour (9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.), sponsored by the 
Memphis Area Master Gardeners. Gather new 
ideas, see unique and beautiful Master Gardener 
gardens, and gain knowledge of gardening 

principles with experts onsite throughout the day 
at each garden. No admission fee; donations 
accepted. (Watch for information at www.
memphisareamastergardeners.org or www.
facebook.com/memphisareamastergardeners.)

southern garden Tour — June 16-20
Peruse the trial grounds of leading growers and 
universities across the southeast. Highlights include: 
Young’s Plant Farm (Auburn, Ala.); University of 
Georgia Trial Gardens (Athens, GA); trial gardens 
at Van Wingerden International, Inc. (Mills River, 
N.C.); trial garden at Metrolina Greenhouses Inc. 
(Huntersville, N.C.); JC Raulston Arboretum (Raleigh, 
N.C.); trial gardens of University of Tennessee 
(Knoxville, Tn.) (www.southerngardentour.com)

pittsburgh, pa. — June 22
The Pittsburgh Botanic Garden’s Town & Country 
Garden Tour will delight tour participants with this 
gallery show of gardens that present the whimsical, 
just plain fabulous or outrageously funky! Each of 
the residential gardens on this one-of-a-kind tour has 
been created by an artist. Sculptors, photographers, 
a potter glass artist, dancer, even a blacksmith show 
off their imaginative gardening skills on a fun pathway 
between Squirrel Hill and Sewickley. (http://www.
pittsburghbotanicgarden.org/)

grayling, Mich. — July 19
Beyond the Garden Wall Garden 
Club and the AuSable Artisan 
Village present their Grayling 
Plein Air Garden and Art Walk 
(10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.). This 
year’s gardens feature a diverse 
mix from river and lakeside 
retreats, to forest hideaways, 
country and small space gardens. 
Tickets go on sale in June and 
are available for $6 at Flowers 

by Josie, JDAP, Riverland and Hallmark. Your ticket 
will be accompanied by directions to each of the 
gardens. 

Continued from page 4
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http://www.pittsburghbotanicgarden.org/
http://www.pittsburghbotanicgarden.org/
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executive director’s report

Robert C. LaGasse 
Executive Director

Season’s 
Greetings
The holidays are coming.
We wish everyone a 
happy and safe season.
 As we do each year, 
the office will be closed 
dec. 24 – Jan. 2.

What happened this year:
As we look back on 2013, GWA was very active in 
producing member programs and activities. Here are 
some key events that took place throughout the year:

GWA Connect Meetings (5)
•  Region 1: February, New England GROWS! (snowed out)
•  Region 1: January, Plant-O-Rama
•  Region 2: February, After Speaker’s Workshop
•  Region 2: July, After Regional Meeting
•  Region 5: November, Antique Rose Emporium
• Region 7: October, Toronto

Regional Meetings (11)
• Region 1: February, Boston (snowed out)
•  Region 2: May, Washington, D.C.
•  Region 2: September, Princeton
• Region 3: May, Columbus
• Region 5: January, St. Louis
• Region 5: March, Chicago
• Region 5: August, Chicago
• Region 6: February, Portland
• Region 6: February, Seattle
• Region 6: June, Spokane
• Region 7: March, Toronto

Professional Workshops (6)
• January, St. Louis, Mo., Internet Writing (cancelled)
•  February, Portland, Ore., Writers Workshop
• February, Allentown, Pa., Speaker’s Workshop

• June, Stockbridge, Mass., Photo & Marketing 
Workshop

• August, Québec City, QC, Speakers Workshop
• November, New York City, Solopreneur Workshop
 
Symposium (1)
• August, Québec City, 65th GWA Symposium & 

Exhibit

Partner Events (3)
• February-June, GRO1000 Garden & Green Space 

Promotions in Fort Worth, Bridgeport, Cincinnati, 
Sacramento and Tuscaloosa

• September, Atlanta, Bloggers’ Conference
• October, Mediabistro Webinar Discounts

Other Activities & Events (12)
• Bimonthly Quill & Trowel newsletter
• Weekly GWA News Clippings Newsletter
• Bylaws Vote to Re-balance Regional Membership
• National Board Elections
• Garden Media Awards Program
• GWA Honors Recognition
• Plant a Row For The Hungry Campaign
• National Consumer Gardening Trends Research
• National Student Scholarship Grants
• 2013 Membership Directory and website referrals
• GWA Jobs Web Page
• GWA Legal Advisory Service

Some Interesting Numbers
• A web search for GWA’s Plant a Row for the 

Hungry program now brings 47.8 MILLION 
 Google listings
• A web search for GWA’s Garden Trends Research 

Report now returns over 5.6 MILLION Google 
listings

• 44 Electronic Media Information Announcements 
were distributed from member companies

• 39 E-blast program announcements were sent
• The average open rate for the GWA News 

Clippings newsletter is 38%-45% compared to 

comparable organizations open rates of 21%-22%
• In the past year, I have archived or sent over 5,300 

email messages and over 26,400 email messages 
since January 2008 on just my email account alone, 
excluding all other staff members.

Looking back, 2013 has been a very active year 
and that is not counting the groundwork we have laid 
for new programs and program updates coming in 
early 2014. It has been a pleasure to be of service to 
the GWA membership, and we THANK YOU for your 
participation this year and a special thanks to all the 
volunteers that make everything possible. We hope 
to see you back and actively engaged in 2014.
 

GWA’s 66th 
Annual Symposium

Visit www.gardenwriters.org for the latest 
information on

Aug. 8-11, 2014
Westin Convention Center
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

http://www.gardenwriters.org
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Students Make 
a Difference
Many students around the country are very in-
volved with the Plant a Row for the Hungry (PAR) 
program. Two groups have been working hard this 
year: Fayetteville-Manlius Girl Scout Troop 10526 in 
Central New York and Central Michigan University’s 
Campus Grow Organization.

patti Marie Travioli is the advisor and a volunteer 
for Central Michigan University’s Campus Grow 
organization, which donates plots to a Plant a Row 
for the Hungry campaign. Many student volunteers 
work throughout the season to weed, harvest and 
deliver food to the Isabella County Commission on 
Aging and the Community Compassion Network-
Community Food Pantry. 
 Patti finds it inspirational working with the 
students and answering their questions, as most 
are new to gardening. But, it is their drive and 
passion for community service that keeps them 
growing during the hot summer days. Goals of this 
active student group are to promote access to local 
food with community based activities related to 
nutrition education and organic practices, as well 
as collaborating with local organizations in creating 
school and home gardens in central Michigan. 
 This year Campus Grow received a grant from 

— Central Michigan —

student volunteers from the Central Michigan Univer-
sity’s Campus grow organization. 

The four members of Fayetteville-Manlius Girl Scout 
Troop 10526 worked toward earning their Silver 
Award with their Plant a Row for the Hungry (PAR) 
project. By organizing a local PAR program, the troop 
worked hard to help the people in their community by 
urging fresh produce donations for the Fayetteville-
Manlius Community Outreach Food Pantry. 
 Between early June and mid August, the girls 
collected 336 pounds of produce – exceeding their 
initial goal of 250 pounds. With that goal met, the 
troop challenged the community to reach for a total 
of 375 pounds of donated produce in the final few 
weeks. Fresh produce donations rose dramatically 
in September, thanks to the generosity of local 
gardeners and community garden initiatives. The 

the Mt. Pleasant Community Foundation for a fence 
to help keep deer out of the garden. At the rate of 
growth this group is experiencing, more land may be 
needed soon!

— Central New York —
total donated over the summer was 1,050 pounds.
 The troop encouraged non-gardeners to make 
donations of store-bought produce. In August, the 
troop held collections at Tops in Fayetteville and 
Manlius, where shoppers donated 111 pounds of 
fresh produce. The troop is so thankful to Tops for 
letting them do the collection and to all the people 
who so generously donated. 
 The girls hope that this project will be sustained 
in their community and that it will be initiated in other 
communities around Central New York who see their 
example. The troop also received the support of local 
businesses and organizations that sponsored this 
project and provided services, materials and other 
support. It’s truly a community effort.

Members of 
Fayetteville-
Manlius girl scout 
Troop 10526 held 
a collection for 
fresh produce at 
Tops in Manlius 
and Fayetteville in 
August to benefit 
the Fayetteville-
Manlius Community 
Outreach Food 
pantry. shoppers 
donated 111 pounds 
of fresh produce 
combined.
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Sponsor support gratefully received from 
the Oregon Association of Nurseries, 
Monrovia, Terra Nova Nurseries Inc., Time 
Travel Tours, Gardening in America/Hume 
Seeds and Nichols Garden Nursery.

The following regional meetings are scheduled for 2014. Additional 
information will be posted online at www.gardenwriters.org and 

in future issues of the Quill & Trowel newsletter.

GWA Workshop GWA regional Meeting
Video Workshop — Write It, Shoot It

How to create videos for blogs & websites

Registration fee: By 1/15/14 By 1/25/14
GWA members $50/person $60/person
Non-members $60/person $75/person

Cancellation deadline: Jan. 25, 2014

instructors:
• Kevin Gragg, director/videographer for Oklahoma Gardening television pro-

gram which is produced by Oklahoma State University and airs on the state-
wide PBS affiliate, the Oklahoma Educational Television Authority.

• Joan S. Bolton, a freelance garden writer and garden designer who began 
her career as a television news reporter and news producer. Joan has taught 
television production & studio work at Santa Barbara City College.

Contacts: 
   - nan sterman, Region VI National Director 
        (nsterman@plantsoup.com or 760.634.2902) 
   - Lydia plunk, Region VI Regional Director
        (lplunk@roadrunner.com or 909.861.7903)

event sponsors:

sat., Feb. 1, 2014
9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

santa Barbara Botanic garden
1212 Mission Canyon Rd.
santa Barbara, Ca 93105

information & registration: Video Workshop

region 6

garden & park Tour
santa Barbara, Ca
sun., Feb. 2, 2014

9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Registration fee: By 1/25/14
GWA members $20/person
Non-members $30/person

program agenda:
• San Marcos Growers tour & talk by 

Randy Baldwin, GM
• Tour La Huerta Gardens at the 

Santa Barbara Mission
• Tour Alice Keck Park
• Brownbag lunch provided in the 

park
• Tour Casa del Herrero
• Tour Seaside Gardens Nursery

Contacts: 
- nan sterman, National Director
(nsterman@plantsoup.com; 760.634.2902)
- Lydia plunk, Regional Director
(lplunk@roadrunner.com; 909.861.7903)

information & Registration:
Region VI Reg’l Meeting, Santa Barbara

Reinventing yourself:
Thriving in a Climate 

of Change
The yard, garden & patio show

portland, Oregon

Registration fee: By 2/15/14 By 2/24/14
GWA members $35/person $45/person
Non-members $70/person $80/person

Fri., Feb. 28, 2014
5:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

The digital world brings great changes to the 
world of garden communication. Join a panel 
of experts who will share their insights into the 
new world of writing, editing and photography.

panelists:
Kym Pokorny (moderator)
Val Easton  Tom Fischer 
Janet Loughrey Marty Wingate

Contact: ann Murphy 
(503.582.2011 or amurphy@oan.org)
information & Registration:
Region VI Reg’l Meeting, Portland

mailto:nsterman@plantsoup.com
mailto:lplunk@roadrunner.com
http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/workshops2_1.html#
mailto:nsterman@plantsoup.com
mailto:lplunk@roadrunner.com
http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/region6_2_2.html
mailto:amurphy@oan.org
http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/region6_2_28.html
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Photographer’s corner

Continued on page 10

Clamp Down and Get Creative

By AnDReW BuCHAnAn

Before I entered photo school in the mid-90s most 
of my attention as a hobby photographer had been 
on shooting landscapes, working hard to emulate 
some of the landscape greats of the mid- and late-
20th century including Ansel Adams, Joel Meyerowitz 
and Galen Rowell. In their style, I often strove for 
the near-limitless depth of field (the range of area in 
the image from front to back that appears in focus) 
that comes from very small apertures (the size of the 
opening inside the lens that light passes through). 
Tied to those tiny apertures, I frequently found myself 
needing very slow shutter speeds (the amount of 
time the shutter stays open to let light through) to 
make a correct exposure and consequently, I often 
photographed from a tripod to keep my images sharp 
and crisp at those slow speeds.
 Fast forward to my late 20s and I can still recall 
the day during my first year of photo school when a 
favorite instructor, while browsing through page after 
page of contact sheets from the previous week’s 
assignments, finally threw them on the ground and all 
but begged me to “loosen up, and for goodness sake 
PLEASE lose that tripod!” I guess he thought my 
vision was a little restrained.
 Eighteen years later, I find myself enjoying a 
career that’s been built on photographing gardens, 
architecture and landscape designs and, despite 
my instructor Fred Schreiber’s begging, my tripod 
is still the most used tool in my kit that’s not made 
by Canon. Far from limiting my creativity, I now find 
that a tripod opens up possibilities not only within 

traditional still photography, but even helps me push 
the limits of the still image and blur the still/motion 
boundary for maximum storytelling effect.
 As a quick review, the exposure of an image is 
controlled primarily by two factors — the size of the 
aperture inside the lens, and the amount of time the 
shutter stays open to allow light to pass through the 
aperture to the sensor. For any given image, there 
are many different combinations of aperture and 
shutter speed that will give you a proper exposure. 
But each also contributes to how the final image 
appears in other ways, too. As mentioned above, 
aperture controls the depth-of-field in the final image, 
and shutter speed can be used to convey a sense of 
time through motion blur at slow shutter speeds or by 
stopping the action at very fast speeds. 
 Perhaps most famous for freezing time with fast 
shutter speeds is the late Henri Cartier-Bresson. 
His concept of “The Decisive Moment” may best be 
illustrated by his famous 1932 black-and-white image 
of a man jumping a puddle in a Paris street, forever 
suspended in time just a hair above the glassy 
surface of the water by the shutter’s snap.
 Now, no disrespect intended to M. HC-B, but I 
would offer that shutter speeds at the extreme slow 
range can work their magic as well, especially in 
the garden. Rather than stop an image in 1/2000th 
of a second, exposures up to several long seconds 
allow motion to play out as the shutter stays open, 
recording movement, sways and sweeps as gentle 
blurs and streaks across a single image. But since 
the camera doesn’t distinguish between good blur 
and bad, the only way to ensure that stable parts of 

1

2

(1) a 1.5 second 
exposure allows 
the moving water 
of this fountain to 
become silky. 

(2) even 1/10th of a 
second on a bright, 
sunny afternoon 
is slow enough to 
allow this fast-
moving water to 
become streaky and 
diaphanous.
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Photographer’s corner                     cont.
Continued from page 9

your scene stay sharp in the final image is to avoid 
hand-holding your camera at speeds slower than 
1/60th of a second. Thus enters the tripod.
 By securing your camera on a tripod and 

triggering the long exposure with a cable release 
or self timer to avoid jiggle, stationary objects will 
remain tack sharp in your final image even as objects 
in motion will appear as blurs and streaks from their 
movement while the shutter is open. In the garden, 
this means that grasses blowing in the wind, birds 
flitting from flower to flower, people walking from 
house to yard, and water flowing over rocks and 
fountains become moments of motion, compressed 
into a single frame video playing out all at once. 
With a tripod and long exposures, you also open 
up the possibility of shooting even in the low light 
of dusk and can capture landscape lighting, fires 
dancing in fire pits, and the rich deep blue of the sky 
immediately after sunset.
 Blurring the boundaries of still and motion 
even further, a long series of many hundreds of 
still exposures can be shot at regular intervals from 
a stationary tripod, then strung together on the 
computer into a time-lapse video. If not secured on 
a tripod, the final video frame will jump and dance 
around to the complete distraction of your viewer. 
But kept stable and done correctly, this time-lapse 
technique compresses many hours of real time into 
just 15 or 20 seconds, allowing an entire afternoon of 
the garden’s light and shadows to play out before a 
viewer’s eyes. All of these creative techniques, which 

require tripods, deserve exploration as we strive to find 
the most alluring ways to capture and describe our 
garden subjects to our viewers.
 Most cameras made today that have manual 
exposure controls can shoot as slow as 30 full 
seconds. If you’re not using a tripod to shoot with 
these slow shutter speeds, then you’re losing out 
on more than half of what your camera is capable 
of doing. When making images of gardens, houses, 
plants and other subjects that you don’t perceive 
as moving, you might think there wouldn’t be much 
opportunity to get creative with shutter speed – but 
think again. Clamp your camera down on a tripod, 
choose an exposure with a slow shutter speed, and 
watch the image of that “stationary” subject come 
alive.

Andrew Buchanan is an architecture, garden 
and landscape design photographer in Seattle, 
“Photographing the Spaces Where We Live, Work, 
and Play”®. He has been a member of the Garden 
Writers Association since 2002 and gave two semi-
nars at the GWA Annual Symposium in Tucson 
in 2012. He looks forward to seeing everyone in 
Pittsburgh next summer and connecting with 
family and old friends. View more of his work at 
www.subtlelightphoto.com.

3

4
(3) in a stiff waterfront breeze, 1/6th of a second is slow 
enough to show good movement in the heads of grass. 
(4) Here, a 2.5 second exposure just after 7pm in septem-
ber balanced the light on the meadow with the landscape 
fixtures and allowed the flames of the firepit to burn in with 
a warm glow. www.biosafe.net

1.888.273.3088 (toll-free)

NEW LOOK 

& NAMES
AVAILABLE IN 2014

http://www.subtlelightphoto.com
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are free.
 And, with the recent growth of Pinterest and 
other sites that specialize in photos and graphics, 
there is even more risk that material can be copied 
and shared without appropriate links and credit. 
There was a recent posting on the Business of 
Garden Writing Facebook page, where a photo was 
posted to Pinterest without any credit or link to the 
photographer. When contacted, the user argued 
the photographer should be pleased her photo was 
posted, and that if she were really interested in 
helping to educate people, the posting was all right. 
Eventually, the photo was removed.
 Even our speeches and demonstration programs 
can be used without our permission and posted on 
YouTube or other Internet sites.
 debra prinzing gave a 
speech to a group in Seattle, 
and a couple of days later, 
was offered a copy of the 
videotape of the demonstration 
portion of her presentation. The 
man had already posted it on 
YouTube. Debra said that he 
had no permission to do any of 
this. Unlike most of the GWA 
members, she has an in-house 
attorney, her husband Bruce 
Brooks, who crafted a letter to the man. The matter 
has not been resolved, Prinzing said.
 And, although this was done without permission, 
sometimes our speaking contracts allow for 
educational institutions and not-for-profit groups to 
audiotape or videotape our programs. Prinzing said 
the experience has prompted her to review language 
in her speaking contract and letter of agreement, 
something she suggested all members should do.
 Bringing in GWA’s attorney early in the process 
can eliminate many problems. With Newcomer’s 
book contracts, John R. Strout (WC&B associate 

GWA Members Benefit from Attorney Consultations
By Jo eLLen MeyeRS SHARP

When Mary ann newcomer was asked to write 
her first book, she received a 10 page contract, which 

although written in English, 
had language that she did 
not comprehend. “Never 
having had any exposure 
to publishing, I did not 
understand all the ins and 
outs, such as holding stuff 
in perpetuity or eBooks,” 
said Newcomer, who now 
has two books on her 
resume. When she was 
negotiating her first book, 

she had lawyers in her family and knew several local 
attorneys — they all told her to contact the Garden 
Writers Association. “I heard back immediately,” she 
recalls with gratitude.
 Teresa watkins 
found an exact text quote 
from her website posted 
on another website without 
any attribution or source 
cited. She asked to have 
it removed or attributed to 
her. Not only did the people 
refuse, they threatened to 
sue. “I panicked. I knew 
I needed an attorney and 
remembered that GWA has lawyers. I emailed (the 
GWA office), explained the situation and someone 
contacted me immediately,” said Teresa.
 These are two recent examples of how garden 
writers, photographers and speakers have availed 
themselves of a money-saving benefit from GWA. 
 Members are at risk for having their intellectual 
property stolen and used for another’s benefit. It can 
be photos from your website or blog, the book you 
wrote, a talk you gave, a PowerPoint presentation, or 

written content lifted and posted elsewhere without 
proper credit, or worse, used as another’s work. And 
what if a company wants to license the software or 
application you created? What if you can’t collect on 
a debt?
 To help members through 
the complicated, legal maze, 
GWA retains attorney John 
W. Hazard, Jr., and the firm 
Webster Chamberlain & Bean, 
LLP (WC&B) in Washington, 
D.C. In the last 16 years more 
than 600 GWA members 
have taken advantage of this 
benefit.
 In an interview, Hazard 
said the Internet has complicated the protection 
of work product, intellectual property and creative 
content. At a minimum, “it’s always better to register 
your work” with the U.S. Copyright Office. “You are 
required to register before you go to court,” he said. 
The registration form can make photos especially 
tough to copyright though, since there can be so 
many of them in a database belonging to a plant tag 
printer, breeder, marketer or photographer.
 Hazard recommends an ongoing plan for 
registration of copyrightable works. For example, 
a group of photos can be registered as a database 
and the registration can be updated each quarter. 
Every piece within the database is covered by that 
copyright registration and this allows the owner to 
walk into court and present validation. The copyright 
office is making some progress with its electronic 
registration platforms, although glitches are common.
 The biggest problem is that the law has not 
caught up with the digital age, said Anthony Fargo, 
an associate professor with the Indiana University 
School of Journalism in Bloomington. With the 
law and digital age out of step, it can be difficult to 
determine the dollar value of work product, especially 
if unregistered material is downloaded from sites that 

Mary ann newcomer

Continued on page 12

Teresa watkins

John w. Hazard, Jr.

debra prinzing
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attorney) said “…to send him everything I had and 
he’d go through it,” she said. “He had a really well-
grounded knowledge of the business. It was a very 
efficient process, even though there was a lot of back 
and forth.” He was able to tell Newcomer how the 
contracts stacked up with general publishing industry 
practices and how to make them work to be more 
author-friendly. Newcomer went on to say that “there 
is a skilled attorney at your disposal and it does not 
cost you anything.”  
 Acknowledging not everyone has his or her 
own live-in attorney, Prinzing said the firm’s legal 
expertise in what garden writers, electronic media 
personalities, photographers, speakers and bloggers 
do is a fantastic benefit. Prinzing is the most recent 
Past President of GWA and now serves as President 
of the Garden Writers Association Foundation. 
“Almost everyone who has commented to me has 
been satisfied. They may not always like the results, 
but they believe they got good legal assistance,” she 
said. Almost all garden writers “are sole practitioners, 
we’re not even a small business, so we don’t have 
the resources to pay for having legal help at a cost 
of several hundred dollars an hour,” said Prinzing. 
One consultation with the attorney and your GWA 
membership fee has been recovered.
 The GWA attorneys have a significant body 
of knowledge. They understand the nuances of 
copyright law and other protections for work product, 
creative content and intellectual property. “They have 
collected this knowledge over more than a decade of 
working with GWA. They are up to speed and aware 
because they have probably seen it all,” Prinzing 
said.
 To arrange for legal assistance, members can 
contact the GWA office by calling 806.832.1870 or 
sending an email to info@gardenwriters.org.

Jo ellen Meyers sharp is a freelance writer and 
editor with a background in newspaper journalism. 
She is currently serving as the National Secretary of 
the Garden Writers Association.

Continued from page 11

Do Nativars Point a Way 
Towards Sustainability?
While there are as yet no definitive answers, this is a promising area for research

By nAnCy TAyLoR RoBSon

Nativar, a term coined by University of Georgia 
Professor Emeritus of horticulture Dr. Allan Armitage, 
has recently become a hot button among garden-
ing cognoscenti. “There’s a huge discussion about 
it right now,” says Jillian Zettig, horticulturist 
and landscape designer at Johnson Nursery in 
Menomonee Falls, Wis.
 Derived from mashing together “native” and 
“cultivar” (which itself is a combination of “cultivated 
variety’) the term nativar refers to a cultivar of a 
native plant species. Armitage says he coined it 
to signal to his daughters, Laura and Heather, the 
connection between native parentage and cultivar 
offspring 
 “Whether natural or man-made, in the world of 
the native plant -- Rudbeckia, Coreopsis, Gaura – I 
wanted to let her know it’s a cultivar of a native plant,” 
Armitage explains.  

What Exactly Is a Nativar?
According to Grace Chapman, director of horticulture 
at Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden, in Richmond, Va, 
nativars are native plants that have adapted from 
the straight species and have resulted from natural 
or human-made cross pollination, or from natural 
or human-made mutations. A breeder starts with a 
native plant, then selects to change specific cultural 
qualities or enhance a plant’s aesthetics. The “new 
and improved” versions of natives help to sell the 
idea of native plants to landscapers and gardeners, 
who are often looking for a visual pop that native 
plants don’t always deliver. 
 “They’re the ‘wow’ plants of our native flora,” 
says Mike Yanny, plant propagator at Johnson’s 
Nursery in Menomonee Falls, Wis. “They were 
selected for some characteristic or combination 

sustainability

Continued on page 13

mailto:info@gardenwriters.org
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of characteristics that make them superior to the 
average seedling. For instance, Carpinus caroliniana 
‘J.N. Upright’ Firespire™ Musclewood was selected 
for having extraordinary orange-red fall color and an 
upright, barrel-shaped form.” 
 While native plant devotees aren’t always sold 
on the idea of nativars, Armitage insists that they 
have an important function in horticulture. “The 
native plant movement is terrific, especially for those 
who are doing reclamation work and ecological 
replanting,” he says. “However, if we take that native 
plant movement into the real world of landscapes 
and gardens, then cultivars must be considered if the 
native plant movement wants to make native plants 
more mainstream.”

Landscapers’ Focus 
On Aesthetics
For landscapers and garden designers, who usually 
weigh aesthetics heavily, nativars tend to outshine 
their native parents in the looks department. But 
the term nativar also implies that it carries a genetic 
bonus bestowed by its native parent.
  “The huge advantage of anything derived from 
native species is its potential adaptation to new 
circumstances,” says Dr. Donald Falk, professor 
of natural resources and restoration ecology at the 
University of Arizona in Tucson. 

However, an individual nativar may or may 
not be endowed with the same adaptive gifts as 
its forebear. “The aesthetic focus has nothing to 
do with tolerating or being a productive member of 
the environment,” says Dr. William Bauerle, plant 
physiologist at Colorado State University in Fort 
Collins. 

Environmental Value
“Cultivars lack genetic diversity,” says Dr. Sara 
Tangren, founder of Chesapeake Natives Nursery. 
Tangren, who taught environmental policy at Johns 

Hopkins University, says that nativars have distinct, 
well-defined traits that are reliably reproducible 
because genetically, the nativar is usually many 
copies of an individual, which can be an ecological 
shortcoming. Not everyone in the nativar camp 
agrees with her point. 
 “The key to surviving changing times like ours is 
to have a reservoir of genetic variability,” says Falk. 
“In the restoration field, people are really aware that 
native species probably have adaptations in their 
gene pool that … could become important to the 
species’ survival as well as that species’ contribution 
to the ecology as a whole.”
 Another factor to consider in the nativar equation 
is ecotype, something Yanny feels strongly about 
identifying to a customer. “People who are selecting 
that nativar to benefit the ecology need to pay close 
attention to the ecotype as well as the provenance 
(the wider native region of the original species) to 
make it really useful,” he says. “Different ecotypes 
of a single species can even vary within as short a 
distance as 20 miles apart.”
 Ecotypes are native plants of a given species 
that have evolved in and adapted to the demands 
of a specific region (along with that region’s plant 
and animal populations). For example, there are 
a number of aster species native to large parts of 
the eastern U.S., yet the ecotype from Montgomery 
County, Md., that Tangren foraged and grew without 
irrigation during a drought-stricken year, was three 
times the size with five times the bloom of the 
same species that grew beside it whose seed had 
originated in Erie County, N.Y. The Montgomery 
County, Md., ecotype was much better adapted to 
the ravages of a Maryland summer than the more 
northern ecotype. 

More Questions Than Answers?
So are nativars productive members of a sustainable 
landscape? “It’s a premature question,” says Dr. 
Doug Tallamy, University of Delaware entomologist 
and author of Bringing Nature Home (Timber Press, 
2009). “When I talk about the effect of a cultivar 

on the productivity of that plant, I’m talking about 
food webs, which means more than pollinators. 
For example, is it going to change the number of 
caterpillars (a key protein source for baby birds) that 
it can produce? You can affect pollinators without 
affecting caterpillar production. A change in leaf 
chemistry can end up poisoning caterpillars,” he 
explains. “And if you take any flower and increase 
its size, you’re messing with the flower energy 
budget, so there will be less for production of pollen 
and nectar. Or if you change color pattern, some 
specialized pollinators won’t be able to find it. These 
are all guesses, and it all needs to be measured.”
 How nativars do or don’t fit into a sustainable 
landscape is a question that has no definitive 
answers based in research – yet. “Everyone’s asking 
the question,” says Tallamy, “but the research hasn’t 
been done, though it looks like the Mt. Cuba Center 
is funding the University of Delaware to do some of 
this research.”  
 “I’m very optimistic we will find some level of 
funding,” says Jeff Downing, executive director of Mt. 
Cuba Center. “These issues are core to Mt Cuba’s 
mission.”

Nancy Taylor Robson has been researching and 
writing about sustainability in a gardening and writing 
life that has spanned decades.

Continued from page 12

Call for GWA Media 
Awards Judges
If you would be interested 
in serving as a judge in the 
2014 GWA Media Awards 
Program, please contact the 
GWA office (806.832.1870 or 
info@gardenwriters.org) to 
learn more.

mailto:info@gardenwriters.org
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West Coast Forum Concludes Sustainable Gardening 
Virtual Library’s Initial Outreach Phase

Oct. 4, GWA completed the final leg of its yearlong 
journey to gauge the viability of collaborating with 
professionals at public gardens and arboreta, 
colleges and universities, and government agencies 
to create a Sustainable Gardening Virtual Library. 
Fifteen participants at the West Coast Forum, hosted 
by the Los Angeles County Arboretum and Botanic 

west Coast Forum participants were eager to share their 
thoughts about how they could participate as both collabora-
tors and patrons of the sustainable gardening Virtual Library.

Garden, confirmed much of the data gathered at the 
East Coast Forum held in April at Longwood Gardens. 
However, some significant differences between 
the two coasts in how the educational community 
approaches the topic of sustainability did emerge. A 
final report and recommendations will be submitted to 
GWA’s Board of Directors by the end of the year.

nan sterman, gwa Region Vi national director, welcomes 
participants to the Forum.

Random Thoughts on Social Media
By DouG GReen

This month is a bit of a grab bag of things that have 
struck me as important in our publishing world. 
The first is the change in Terms of Use for both 
Facebook and Google+ in such a way that you 
and your activities can be used as advertising by 
these companies. For example, if you happen to 
like a post or ad put out by any company on these 
social networks, and that company then decides 
to advertise, your profile picture and name can be 
used (and will be used) as part of that advertisement 
as supporting or endorsing that company.  By 
“liking” or “friending” a company, you are endorsing 
that company. We’re already seeing those ads on 
Facebook where your image or name appears on 
ads; it will now show up on Google searches.
 And just when you thought the fun would 
never end, Bing has announced a joint project with 
Klout so those with high K-scores will show up on 
Bing searches as well. It turns out that Klout really 
thinks LinkedIn is important in this process. As an 
experiment, I signed up for Klout to discover my 
score was 65. Then I deleted my LinkedIn Account (I 
never go there and am not looking for a job so...) and 
my score went to 58. Frankly, for those of you who 
don’t follow this kind of thing, it’s totally irrelevant, but 
merely interesting if you do care about such things 
as Klout scores and how the Bing search engine 
is going to interact. In other words, the higher your 
Klout score, the higher your blog posts will tend to 
score on Bing. Given they produce less than five 
percent of my traffic, it’s not a high priority for me. 
Hint: tie your website and your YouTube account to 
your G+ account.
 The important point to be made here is that your 
social media “score,” whether it is being evaluated 
by Klout or by the other social media sites is now 
critical for your search engine rankings. And yeah, 

you thought that by being a writer you could ignore all 
that social stuff, but you can’t. 
 Speaking of “social stuff,” YouTube has also 
changed the way they rank videos. This means 
videos are no longer ranked by how many views 
a video has, but rather a complex mix of factors 
involving how much of any video a viewer watches 
(most viewers do not watch the entire video) and how 
many people tend to sign up for your channel after 
seeing a video, the number of likes versus unlikes, 
etc. In other words, YouTube has its own set of social 
signals that it’s now using to rank your videos. Being 
Google owned, it has also incorporated G+ into its 

search factors. The “word” is that you will soon need 
a Google account to be able to sign in and produce 
or interact about videos. In this way, they hope to 
somewhat restrain the use of flame commenting 
and other trollish behavior rampant on this channel. 
Hint: learn about annotations and set them up to a 
“subscribe to my channel” link.
 What this is saying to all of us is twofold. 
The first is that social media signals are critically 
important now for search engine ranking and you 
ignore them at your peril if you want to gain traffic 

Continued on page 15



page 15 quill & Trowel newsleTTer       no. 6      DeCeMBer 2013

from those engines. The second thing is that we are 
firmly seeing the rise of “walled gardens” of content 
where each of the major players (toss in Tumblr, 
Reddit, Twitter and a few others for good measure) is 
gathering social signals and encouraging the use of 
their channels over the others. 
 Add to these walled gardens the emerging notion 
of “always on” where communication through some 
electronic format is always available, negating the 
need to ever say “goodbye,” in a conversation. There 
is no “end,” it’s only a temporary cessation while you 
switch to another time or medium. Hold that thought 
for a second.
 Just over 10 years ago, my agent told me I 
needed to have a “channel” if I ever wanted to write 
another book. I went out, collected a group of weekly 
newspapers that wanted some free gardening 
content and aggregated them up to a considerable 
number that sounded quite impressive to publishers. 
I even sold a few more books as a result. It was a 
channel of readers for promoting my books.
 When we add the last two paragraphs together 
with the notion of walled gardens, we come up with a 
different view of garden communication. It’s not only 
about the words. It’s not only about the pictures. It 
is about a total package of words, pictures, videos, 
podcasts and any other existing or emerging 
communications channels you can imagine. Another 
way of writing this would be to tell you these thoughts 
are also available in a podcast, a graphic image, 
a video and by direct conversation with me at any 
given time or place. It’s not a direct line, writer to 
reader, it’s a spider web and it’s all controlled by the 
consumer, not the producer. Hint: investigate other 
ways to spread your content — video, podcast, etc.
 I confess, this makes my head hurt when I think 
about how to produce this kind of communication 
system for emerging audiences and hold on to 
whatever shreds of sanity I may still possess. My 
channel is no longer a weekly fax and email to 75 
newspapers, it’s 10,000 different spider webs a day.

Continued from page 14

LIQUID FENCE ® 

(800) 923-3623  •  liquidfence.com 

Gardening experts agree:

The only way
to stop

deer damage
is to use

Liquid Fence.

“”Joe Lamp’l
AKA “Joe Gardener”, 
Nationally 
syndicated 
garden writer, 
Host of 
Growing 
a Greener 
World 

Liquid Fence 
lives up to 
its name 
by keeping 
the deer 
at bay in 
my garden! 

2013

/http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/sessions_13.html

if you attended the symposium in Québec City, but you 
missed a session, or if you were unable to attend the 
symposium, visit the gwa website (address below) to 
download the session.

 Frankly, I would 
not be surprised to 
hear you say it’s too 
overwhelming, because 
it certainly is for me.  
What’s interesting about 
this is the opportunity for 
teams or for established 
publications. At issue, of 
course, is that we know 
these channels are being 
used, we just don’t know 
which ones will give us a 
return on our investment.
 Our world is indeed 
an interesting place.

Doug Green is a GWA 
Award of Merit winner 
for writing, is currently 
consolidating websites, 
writing eBooks, and 
focusing on new media 
as he semi-retires to his 
garden.  

http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/sessions_12.html
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walt nelson is the instructor for the turf and 
pest management course in the golf management 
concentration at Genesee Community College, 
Batavia, N.Y., for Spring Semester, starting January 
2014. (Details: www.genesee.edu/academics/
programs/sports/golf/)
 Jan. 2, Kim Eierman will present 
“EcoBeneficial Gardening 101” to the Pleasantville, 
N.Y., Garden Club. Feb. 5, Kim will present 
“Replacing the Green Desert” at the New England 
Grows show in Boston.
 Jan. 15, Julie Mcintosh shapiro presents 
a lecture on backyard composting for the home 
gardener to the Country Garden Club of Weston. 
In late February, Julie will complete the global 
digitization project that she has guided for the past 
four years for the Harvard University Herbaria.The 
January-February 2014 issue of Fine Gardening 
magazine will feature Julie’s photography, article and 
how-to sidebar on her favorite perennials to grow 
from seed for New England gardeners. 
 Jan. 25, Julie Moir Messervy will present a 
lecture based on her latest book, Landscaping Ideas 
That Work (Taunton Press, November 2013) at The 
Garden Inspirations Workshop, a fundraiser for the 
historic Latchis Theater in Brattleboro, Vt. Jan. 27 
at the New Jersey ASLA Annual Meeting, Julie will 

present two keynote lectures on “Landscaping Ideas 
That Work” and “Home Outside.” Feb. 12, she will 
give two lectures on “The New Homestead” and “The 
Art of Plant Placement” at Lewis Ginter Botanical 
Garden in Richmond, Va.
 Julie Moir Messervy will be a show judge 
and a speaker at the Northwest Flower & Garden 
Show in Seattle (Feb. 5, 10:00 a.m., “How To Have 
A Garden That Fits Your Life”; and Feb. 6, 1:30 
p.m., “Creating Landscapes You Love”). duncan 
Brine will be a show judge and a speaker at the 
Northwest Flower & Garden Show in Seattle (Feb. 
5, 1:30 p.m., “Breaking Rules On Principle”).
 Jo ann gardner will give two presentations 
sponsored by the Oklahoma Horticultural Society 
— Feb. 8 at 6:30 p.m. at the Tulsa Garden Center 
Auditorium, “Solomon’s Garden: Exploring the 
Biblical Roots of Holy Land Flora,” based on her 
forthcoming book, Seeds of Transcendence and 
Feb. 9 at 2:00 p.m., “Herbs, the New Ornamentals,” 
location to be announced. Both presentations are 
free and open to the public. Contact: Joe Howell at 
jhowell@howellvancuren.com or ok-hort.org.
 ellen spector platt’s nature collage, 
Botanically Incorrect, inspired by the 2012 GWA 
meeting in Tucson is featured in “Visions of Nature” 
at the Steinhardt Gallery of the Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden, Feb. 8 – Mar. 9. “Visions of Nature” 
showcases works by the students and instructors of 
the BBG’s art program; Ellen is a BBG instructor. The 
opening reception is Feb. 9, 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

—sally Ferguson

Jan. 18, 4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m., W. Gary Smith will 
speak on “Unleashing Creativity In The Garden” 
at The Scott Arboretum of Swarthmore, Pa. Cure 
your winter blues with humor and excitement as 
Gary provides new ways to look at the gardens and 
landscapes around us. (www.scottarboretum.org or 
610.328.8025)
 denise schreiber and Sandy Feather will 
appear at Soergel’s Garden Center and Nursery, 
Wexford, Pa., Jan. 19 from 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
for a free “Meet the Experts” seminar. A light lunch 
will be served and discount coupons will be given 
to all that attend. Registration is recommended 
although not required. (Information and registration: 
724.935.1020.) denise schreiber will host her 
free annual “Let’s Talk about Gardening at the Buffalo 
Inn in South Park, Pa. Jan. 30 at 7:00 p.m. No 
registration is required and there will be door prizes. 
(Information: 412.835.1201)
 Kathy Jentz announced that the 9th Annual 
Washington Gardener Seed Exchange, hosted 
by Washington Gardener magazine, takes place 
Jan. 25, at the Brookside Gardens in Wheaton, 
Md., and Feb. 1, at Green Spring Gardens in 

http://www.genesee.edu/academics/programs/sports/golf/
http://www.genesee.edu/academics/programs/sports/golf/
mailto:jhowell@howellvancuren.com
http://ok-hort.org/
http://www.scottarboretum.org
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Fairfax, Va. You have a choice on which side of the 
D.C. beltway you want to attend! Seed Exchange 
attendees trade seeds, exchange planting tips, 
hear expert speakers, and collect goody bags full 
of gardening treats. The event also includes such 
“green” features as the garden book and catalog 
swap. Participants are encouraged to bring their 
gently used garden books and mail-order garden 
catalogs to trade with each other. Any leftover 
publications at the end of the swap are donated 
to the National Agriculture Library in Beltsville, 
MD. The first annual Washington Gardener Seed 
Exchange was held 2006. After that event’s success, 
seed swaps in other cities across the nation 
have joined in celebrating National Seed Swap 
Day each year on the last Saturday in January. 
Subscribers to Washington Gardener magazine 
receive a $5 discount off the admission to the 
Washington Gardener Seed Exchange. Visit www.
WashingtonGardener.com to find our more and to 
print out a registration form.
 dan Benarcik will speak on “Personality 
and Punctuation: Artistic Flourishes in the Garden 
and Ground Covers and Lawn Alternatives” for the 
Winter Symposium & CVNLA Short Course Feb. 9. 
The program is presented by Lewis Ginter Botanical 
Garden, Central Virginia Nursery and Landscape 
Association, and Virginia Cooperative Extension. Dan 
will also teach a three-day “Designing with Plants” 
seminar at the Barnes Foundation in Merion, Pa.,
Feb. 6, Feb.13 and Feb. 20.

—denise schreiber

Maria Zampini will lead a Roundtable Discussion 
on the HGTV HOME Plant Collection Jan. 5 at the 
Western Trade Show & Education in Overland Park, 
Kansas. She will also present and walk the runway 
in the Fashion Show of Plants and Products. From 
Kansas, she’ll head to Novi, Mich., to talk on “Cream 
of the Crop New Introductions” Jan. 7 at the Great 
Lakes Trade Exposition.
 steve still invites members to attend the 
Perennial Plant Association’s 18th Annual P.L.A.N.T. 
Seminar Jan. 12, held in conjunction with the 
CENTS show in Columbus, Ohio. Four out of the six 
presenters are garden writers! Region III members 
speaking at the event include Melinda Myers 
(“Create Beautiful and Sustainable Landscapes”) and 
susan Martin (“A New Spin on Old Favorites”). 
stephanie Cohen (“The Path To An Exciting 
Mixed Border: Perennials & Shrubs”) and dan 
Benarcik (“Keeping it Fresh”) from Region II are 
also participating.
 Bobbie schwartz will present “Reflections 
of Nature — Landscaping To Enhance Water 
Features” Jan. 13, at 1:30 p.m. at the ONLA Short 
Course, Greater Columbus Convention Center, 
Columbus, Ohio. Bobbie will present “Exciting Plant 
Combinations of Perennials, Ornamental Grasses 
and Shrubs in the Garden and Containers” Jan. 

21, 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m., at the Ohio Landscape 
Association Annual Meeting at St. Michael’s 
Woodside, Cleveland, Ohio.
 Kylee Baumle will speak at the Northwest 
Flower & Garden Show in Seattle, Wash. (Feb. 6, 
4:15 p.m., “The Art Of The Cachepot”; Feb. 7, 1:45 
p.m., “Innovative Ways To Use Houseplants”).
 doreen Howard appeared on the Mike 
Nowak Radio Show in November, talking about 
heirlooms and her new book “Heirloom Flavor.” 
 Cities in Region III that won America in Bloom 
awards include Holland, Mich.; Gallipolis, Ohio; 
Belpre, Ohio; Greendale, Ind.; DeKalb, Ill.; and 
Greater Racine, Wis.
 patti Marie Travioli is the advisor and a 
volunteer for Central Michigan University’s Campus 
Grow organization that donates plots to Plant a Row 
for the Hungry. (See PAR news on page 7 for more 
about this year’s activities.)

upcoming Regional events

indiana
• Thru dec. 31:  Garfield Park Conservatory,
 Indianapolis - Conservatory Crossing
 Annual Winter Wonderland.  
• Jan. 8-10: Indiana Green Expo – 

Indianapolis, IN most comprehensive 
green industry educational conference & 
Trade Show

• Jan. 10-12: Indiana Home & Garden Show, 
Indianapolis

http://www.WashingtonGardener.com
http://www.WashingtonGardener.com
http://www.perennialplant.org/
http://www.perennialplant.org/
http://www.americainbloom.org/Symposium/2013-Award-Winners.aspx
http://garfieldgardensconservatory.org/events.html
http://www.inla1.org/
http://www.homeshowcenter.com/visitors/homeshow.aspx?show=IndianapolisHomeShow
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• Jan. 21-23: Indiana Hort Congress, Indianapolis
 
illinois
• Thru Jan. 5: Garfield Park Conservatory, 

Chicago– Holiday Flower Display
• Jan. 24-26: Chicago Botanic Garden – Winter 

Bonsai Show
 
Kentucky
• Jan. 22-24: Kentucky Landscape Industries 

Winter Education Conference, Louisville
 (http://knla.org/events/view/42)
 
Michigan
• dec. 12:  Hidden Lake Gardens, Tipton – A Merry 

Herbal Christmas explores origins, 
myths and legends. Create an herbal 
arrangement. Registration required.

• Jan. 6-8:  Great Lakes Trade Exposition – DeVos 
Place, Grand Rapids

 
Ohio
• Jan. 12:  PPA’s P.L.A.N.T. Seminar – Columbus
• Jan. 13-15: CENTS Show – Columbus
 
wisconsin
• Thru dec. 28: Green Bay Botanical Gardens – 

WPS Garden of Lights
• dec. 7 – 31: www.olbrich.org – Flower & Model 

Train Show
—Christine Kelleher

 

Betty Montgomery will have book signings for 
her book in early December at Carolina Farm and 
Wildlife, Spartanburg, S.C., as well as Protocol, 
Wilmington, N.C.
 June Mays will present three free Saturday 
lectures at the Emmet O’Neal Library in Birmingham, 
Al., in January: “Landscape Worthy Native Plants 
— Winners of the Beauty Pageant” (Jan. 4); “Low 
Maintenance Planting (Jan. 11); and “The New 
American Cottage Garden — Planting for Drought 
Tolerance” (Jan. 18). (Contact: Katie Moellering, 
Emmet O’Neal Library, 205.879.0459)
 arlene Marturano announces a holiday 
celebration of the human-canine connection, 
“Reindog and Elves Parade,” that will take place 
at the Carolina Children’s Garden at the Clemson 
University Sandhill campus in Columbia, S.C. (www.
carolinachildrensgarden.org/) Dec. 15. Costume-
clad canines and their owners will parade with 
Santa Paws. This event supports the garden’s 
environmental education program for school groups 
and families. Then, Feb. 15 the Carolina Children’s 
Garden hosts the local Great Backyard Bird Count, 

a citizen science program with Cornell University and 
the Audubon Society.
  Anne Krekelberg and the Memphis 
Area Master Gardeners present “Spring Forward 
with the Dream Team” Feb. 22 from 9:00 a.m. to 
12:00 noon at the Memphis Botanic Garden. They’ll 
help you “springify” your garden with demos and 
discussions on drainage and irrigation with Master 
Gardener Bob Hathaway, new plants for 2014 with 
Dan West Garden Center’s Jim Crowder, and tried-
and-true plants for the Mid-South with special guest 
Carol Reese, UT’s Ornamental Horticulture Extension 
Specialist for West TN. (Call 901.752.1207 or visit 
memphisareamastergardeners.org.)
 Bob polomski is pleased to serve as the 
GWA Region IV Regional Director for the next two 
years. Along with his fellow directors, Bob would like 
to address any of your issues and concerns regarding 
our association. Also, he welcomes your ideas 
regarding the creation of regional events that will 
allow us to network and be exposed to opportunities 
that allow us to grow intellectually and financially. 
Over the next couple of years, he hopes to meet 
each of you as we carry out the core values of the 
GWA:  “professional excellence and the respect 
of, love for, knowledge about, and stewardship of 
gardening and the environment.”

—Bob polomski

http://www.inhortcongress.org/
http://www.garfield-conservatory.org/holiday-flower-display.html
http://www.chicagobotanic.org/calendar/event/three_friends_winter_bonsai_silhouette_show
http://www.chicagobotanic.org/calendar/event/three_friends_winter_bonsai_silhouette_show
http://knla.org/events/view/42
http://hiddenlakegardens.msu.edu/events/a_merry_herbal_christmas
http://hiddenlakegardens.msu.edu/events/a_merry_herbal_christmas
http://www.glte.org/
http://www.perennialplant.org/
http://centsmarketplace.com/
http://www.gbbg.org/things-to-do/garden-events/id/35/
http://www.olbrich.org/
http://www.carolinachildrensgarden.org/
http://www.carolinachildrensgarden.org/
http://memphisareamastergardeners.org/
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Kelly Norris will kick off the new year with lecturing 
appearances at the Great Lakes Trade Expo in 
Grand Rapids, Mich., Jan. 6-7; Montana Green 
Expo in Billings, Mont., Jan. 8-9; and at the Mid-
Atlantic Horticultural Short Course in Newport News, 
Va., Jan. 13-14.  
 dee nash will speak at the Northwest Flower 
& Garden Show in Seattle (Feb. 7, 4:15 p.m., “How 
Pinterest Can Renew Your Color Palette”; Feb. 8, 
12:00 p.m., “Create A Kitchen Garden In An Urban 
Setting”).
 Russell studebaker announced the 
following free events that are sponsored by the 
Oklahoma Horticultural Society: Feb. 8, 6:30 
p.m. — Lecture by Jo ann gardner, “Solomon’s 
Garden, exploring the Biblical roots of Holy Land 
Flora,” from her forthcoming book on the subject 
at the Tulsa Garden Center, 2435 S. Peoria, Tulsa, 
Okla. Light refreshments and book sales and signing 
after lecture. Feb. 9, 2:00 p.m. — Lecture by Jo 
ann gardner, “Herbs The New Ornamentals,” 
integrating herbs into and through the landscape 
beyond the concept of a stylized herb garden. There 
will also be book sales and signing at the lecture. 
(Check Oklahoma Horticultural Society website, OK-

hort.org for location). 
 Jay white will present “Weed Free Organically” 
at the Theresa and Les Reeves Lecture series at 
Stephen F. Austin University in Nacogdoches, Texas, 
Feb. 13.

—Bill adams
 

region 6

Marty wingate celebrates her new book, 
Perennials for the Pacific Northwest (Sasquatch 
Books), by speaking at the Tacoma Home & Garden 
Show Jan. 23, on “Flower Power: Perennial Impact 
for Your Garden.”
 Bill Thorness will present “Starting Your 
Edible Garden” Jan. 18 at Swanson’s Nursery in 
Seattle. His talk will be based on Bill’s 2013 book, 
Cool Season Gardener, and will include book 
signings.
 Many GWA Region VI members will speak 
during the Northwest Flower & Garden Show in 
Seattle (http://www.gardenshow.com/seminars/
featured-speaker/): 
• Feb. 5 — Leslie Bennett (10:45 a.m., “Artfully 
Incorporating Edibles Into Your Garden”), sam 
Benowitz (7:30 p.m., “Proven Global Fruit Varieties 
for NW Gardens”), stefani Bittner (10:45 a.m., 
“Artfully Incorporating Edibles Into Your Garden”), 

Lorene edwards Forkner (2:45 p.m., “Delicious 
Meals to Celebrate Winter Crops”), Robin Haglund 
(4:15 p.m., “Great Crops to Grow for Healthier Blood 
Sugar”), dan Heims (9:30 a.m., “Proven Plants for 
Year Round Delights”), Vanessa gardner nagel 
(1:45 p.m., “Creating Livable Outdoor Spaces With 
Style”), debra prinzing (11:30 a.m., “Form, Foliate 
& Flowers”), phil wood (7:15 p.m., “Discover A 
Secret To Great Garden Design”)
• Feb. 6 — Marianne Binetti (11:30 a.m., “Misery 
Loves Company”), Karen Chapman (10:45 a.m., 
“Designing Containers to Suit Your Style”), Lorene 
edwards Forkner (2:45 p.m., “Finding My 
Rightful Place in the Landscape — Stylishly!”), Lucy 
Hardiman (3:00 p.m., “It All Adds Up With Design 
Solutions”), Theresa Loe (1:00 p.m., “Tips & Tricks 
for Successful Canning”), Ciscoe Morris (11:30 
a.m., “Misery Loves Company”), david perry (4:30 
p.m., “Creating a Botanical Oasis”), Ralph Rhoads 
(9:30 a.m., “Getting Started On Vermicomposting”), 
nicholas staddon (6:00 p.m., “Discover New 
Color, Shape & Form”), nan sterman (12:00 p.m., 
“What British Gardens Can Teach Us About ‘Dry’ 
Gardening”)
• Feb. 7 —debra Baldwin (11:15 a.m. “Create 
Unique Long-Lasting & Colorful Bouquets”); Karen 
Chapman (4:30 p.m., “Container Gardens for Year 
Round Interest”); david deardorff (5:45 p.m., “The 
Secrets to Creating Sustainable Outdoor Rooms”), 
Miriam goldberger (10:45 a.m., “A Users’ Guide 
from Seed to Vase”), Lucy Hardiman (10:00 a.m., 
“Using Color to Reflect Our Unique Personal Style”), 

http://www.gardenshow.com/seminars/featured-speaker/
http://www.gardenshow.com/seminars/featured-speaker/
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Linda Larson (12:15 p.m., “Discover How Pots 
Have Influenced Today’s Gardens”), Theresa Loe 
(2:45 p.m., “Tips & Tricks for Successful Canning”), 
dee nash (4:15 p.m., “How Pinterest Can Renew 
Your Color Palette”), Teresa O’Connor (5:30 
p.m., “Design Secrets For Both Beauty & Bounty”), 
debra prinzing (9:30 a.m., “Color Theory & 
Design Insights For Beautiful Bouquets”), nicholas 
staddon (11:30 a.m., “Success With Shade”), 
Marty wingate (11:30 a.m., “Success With 
Shade”)
• Feb. 8: debra Baldwin (3:00 p.m., “Discover 
the Design Potential of Easy, Versatile Succulents”), 
Robin Haglund (9:30 a.m., “Learn How to 
Cultivate Successfully With a Greenhouse”), 
Mary-Kate Mackey (5:15 p.m., “Yes, It’s Time 
to Think Autumn in Spring”), Ciscoe Morris 
(1:30 p.m., “Highlights & Hijinks From Our Favorite 
Garden Duo”), dee nash (12:00 p.m., “Create a 
Kitchen Garden In An Urban Setting”), Mary ann 
newcomer (9:30 a.m., “Create A Garden To 
Reflect Your Personal Style”), Teresa O’Connor 
(10:45 a.m., “Top Gardening Mistakes…And How 
To Avoid Them!”), nita-Jo Rountree (6:30 
p.m., “Classic Plant Combos For Every Garden”), 
Christina salwitz (6:00 p.m., “Accessorize Your 
Container Gardens With Style”), Bill Thorness 
(11:30 a.m., “Your Best Edible Garden”), Mark 
Turner (5:30 p.m., “Native Trees & Shrubs for NW 
Gardens”)
• Feb. 9: Linda Chalker-scott (3:00 p.m., 
“Are NW Natives the Best Choice for Gardens?”), 

sue goetz (5:15 p.m., “Put the ‘Wow’ In Your 
Garden With Color!”), Linda Larson (9:30 a.m., 
“Wandering, Wondering, Noticing…”), Christina 
salwitz (1:30 p.m., “Design Tips & Techniques 
From A Container Pro”)
 sharon Lovejoy signed contracts with Down 
East Books, now owned by Rowman & Littlefield, to 
reissue her National Outdoor Book Award winner, 
The Little Green Island with a Little Red House, and 
GWA award winning A Blessing of Toads with a new 
subtitle. Lovejoy will speak at the Midwestern Herb 
and Garden Show Feb. 7-8 in Mount Vernon, Ill.
 Rose Marie nichols Mcgee announced 
that the Nichols Garden Nursery website has been 
revamped, continuing the 64-year tradition her 
parents started of offering unusual selections of 
herbs, rare seeds and plants. In fact, Jim Long 
has recently been touting the fact that Nichols 
Garden Nursery was responsible for introducing 
Elephant Garlic (and naming it) back in 1941. Nichols 
is extending their support for Plant a Row for the 
Hungry by offering gardeners a choice of vegetable 
seeds to grow for PAR. Direct your questions and 
requests to Rose Marie at  rmnicholsmcgee@
comcast.net and check out the new website 
at NicholsGardenNursery.com.
 dan Heims is gathering info for his upcoming 
book, Plants that Pay the Rent. He is seeking 
information from the “chlorophylluminati” — the 
names of the top 10 plants you couldn’t imagine 
being without in your garden. If you are willing to 
share your personal “must-have plants with fan-
tastic benefits,” whether its trees, shrubs, 
perennials or bulbs, please drop Dan a note 

along with your USDA winter and summer zone 
(Dan@terranovanurseries.com).
 dan Heims announced that Terra Nova 
Nurseries has a new collection of echinacea varie-
ties called the Echinacea Meteor™ series. The 
collection includes three new introductions including 
Echinacea ‘Meteor Yellow’, Echinacea ‘Meteor Red’ 
and Echinacea ‘Meteor Pink’. 
(www.terranovanurseries.com) 

—Lydia plunk

Region VII members seem to be very quiet in the 
middle of winter, maybe they have all escaped to 
some place warmer.
 The following GWA Region VII members will 
speak at the Northwest Flower & Garden Show in 
Seattle, Wash. — niki Jabbour (Feb. 7, 9:30 
a.m. and Feb. 8, 4:00 p.m. on the topic “Innovative 
Ideas For Food & Fun”) and Brian Minter (Feb. 7, 
4:30 p.m., “Taking Your Garden To The Next Level & 
Making It Pop!”).
 david Hobson has adapted as a play, his 
book Soiled Reputations, stories of rival gardening 
neighbors. 
 The Region VII directors are busy planning for 
the Canada Blooms meeting and would welcome any 
suggestions from the membership. Offers to assist 
will also be gratefully received.

—Ken Brown

mailto:rmnicholsmcgee@comcast.net
mailto:rmnicholsmcgee@comcast.net
http://nicholsgardennursery.com/
mailto:Dan@terranovanurseries.com
http://www.terranovanurseries.com
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GWA Workshop,  regional & connect Meetings Wrap-Up

Continued on page 22

Solopreneur Workshop

By eLLen ZACHoS

Eleven Garden Writers convened in New York City 
(including several intrepid, intra-regional members!) 

for Sean Carroll’s 
Solopreneur Workshop. 
The morning included 
exercises, brainstorming, 
Q&A and strategizing, as 
students were asked to 
verbalize and streamline 
their business plans and 
lifestyle goals. Being a 
solopreneur isn’t easy, 
but it can be enormously 
rewarding and we 

came away energized, motivated, and with a list of 
concrete, detailed steps to take toward making this 
business model both profitable and fulfilling.

after the workshop, some members adjourned to ellen spe-
tor platt’s rooftop garden for drinks, networking and further 
examination of the day’s work. shown left to right: Betsy 
williams, Michael Leach, C.L. Fornari, ellen spector platt and 
abbie Zabar.

sean Carroll teaching the 
solopreneur workshop. photo 
by ellen Zachos.

The workshop was highly participatory, as students were 
encouraged to ask their own questions and offer suggestions 
to their fellow members.

region 5

Clear autumn skies and fragrant heritage roses 
greeted members attending the first-ever Connect 
meeting for the new Region V that was held in 
early November at The Antique Rose Emporium’s 
25th Annual Fall Festival of Roses. Members 
Mike and Jean shoup, owners of The Antique 
Rose Emporium, hosted a welcome session at 
Champney’s Green, a historic house on the grounds 
of the display gardens near Brenham, Texas, 
followed by a photo shoot and tour of the growing 
and compost tea production facilities. Bill adams, 

debbi adams and Beth Clark were joined 
later in the day by Bill welch, Molly glentzer, 
Felder Rushing and greg grant. Grant and 
Rushing, along with Linda Lehmusvirta, were 
guest speakers for the Antique Rose Emporium’s 
standing-room-only sessions.

early birds got together. shown (l to r): william d. “Bill” 
adams, Mike shoup, Beth Clark, debbi adams, Tom Clark, 
Robbi will and gayle wehring.

greg grant entertains a packed house at the antique Rose 
emporium, independence, Texas.

P
hoto by E

llen Zachos

Photo by Ellen Zachos

Photo by Bill Adams

Photo by Bill Adams
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Go Seedless! From 
Spring Meadow Nursery 

Plant breeders are working 
hard to deliver new varieties 
that won’t become pests in the 
landscape. Consider Azurri Blue 
Satin®. This is a new seedless 
single Rose of Sharon. It’s 
beautiful. It’s blue. And it does 
not produce seed. 

 Also, take a look at 
Sugar Tip®Hibiscus - it’s also 
seedless. Brand new for 2014 
is the Spring Meadow Nursery 
seedless version of golden 
vicary privet: Golden Ticket™. 
(Available at retail in 2015.) 
It’s adaptable, durable and 
perfect for the gardener who is 
compelled to use power tools 
on the shrubbery. Now you 
can satisfy that gardener without worrying about a lot 
of little baby privets clamoring for their own shearing. 
(www.springmeadownursery.com)

Call for Fiskars Project Orange 
Thumb Garden Grant Applications
It’s time for Fiskars Project Orange 
Thumb to begin another year of 
neighborhood beautification, and 
this is your chance to bring this 
community gardening initiative to 
your area. Your organization could 
receive $5,000 in cash and garden tools to help you 
reach your goals of community change. Your group 
could even be the recipient of a complete garden 
makeover. (www.fiskars.ca/Project-Orange-Thumb)

deadline: dec. 31

By Ken BRoWn

Twenty-five GWA members gathered in October for 
a Connect meeting in Toronto. The occasion was 
the annual Garden and Floral Expo by Landscape 
Ontario, the provincial trade association. We met in 
the morning in a comfortable boardroom and were 
greeted on behalf of Landscape Ontario by Denis 
Flanagan, director of Public Relations. 
 Rodger Tschanz’ insights and opinions on 
the varieties that he has been trialing are always 
interesting and valuable information for our members. 
 A roundtable discussion ensued about possible 
programming for our large regional meeting in March 
at Canada Blooms. Much camaraderie and swapping 
of stories about the GWA Annual Symposium in 
Québec City took place over coffee and cookies. 
 We then adjourned to tour the trade show and 
ferret out story ideas about the newest and greatest 
trends in our industry. It’s always an interesting show 
where we see lots of exciting plants and talk with 
many industry representatives. 

region 7

Continued from page 21

Roger Tschanz, a University of guelph faculty member 
responsible for their horticultural trial grounds, gave the 
members an overview of new varieties being trialed.

Photo by Ken Brown

Allied neWs

BioSafe Systems’ New Branding
BioSafe Systems recently unveiled their new 
branding at this year’s fall trade shows. The new look 
is designed 
to stand out 
on store 
shelves while 
maintaining 
a cohesive, 
sustainable 
image.  
   Additionally, new product names speak to 
customers’ gardening problems, making their 
decisions much simpler. With the introduction of 
the new image and names, BioSafe is looking to 
increase brand recognition while continuing to 
provide customers with the same great eco-friendly 
products they are looking for. For information about 
the new branding, call 888.273.3088 (toll-free).

All-America Selections 
Additional Winners for 2014
All-America Selections (AAS) judges have again 
finished a rigorous year of trialing and the AAS 
Board of Directors recently announced the newest 
AAS Winners. For the first time in AAS history, the 
organization is recognizing regional performance and 
granting an AAS Regional Winner designation to five 
new Winners. 
 A complete list of trial grounds and judges 
can be found here: http://www.aaswinners.com/
trial_grounds/index.cfm. A complete list of all AAS 
Winners since 1932 can be found here: http://www.
aaswinners.com/winners/index.cfm.
 new website feature: 
AAS Winners are now sortable by either National or 
Regional Winners. Prior to 2014, all winners were 
National Winners.

http://www.springmeadownursery.com
www.fiskars.com/projectorangethumb
http://www.aaswinners.com/trial_grounds/index.cfm
http://www.aaswinners.com/trial_grounds/index.cfm
http://ngb.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6b87cbdbca7a158540d881d9e&id=c8c7444d7b&e=5cfc952630
http://ngb.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6b87cbdbca7a158540d881d9e&id=c8c7444d7b&e=5cfc952630
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the insider scoop
doreen Howard won the 2013 America in 
Bloom Photo Contest in the Commercial Land-
scape category. Her gorgeous landscape photo 
was taken at Minter Gardens in Vancouver, B.C., 
Canada.

Jared Barnes has successfully defended his 
dissertation, “Quantifying the Factors that Influence 
Substrate pH.” He will graduate summa cum laude 
from North Carolina State University in December 
2013.

derek Fell’s book, The Gardens of Frank Lloyd 
Wright (originally published by Frances Lincoln as a 
hard cover 160-page work), has been published in 
a Chinese edition. (A German edition was published 
last year.)

   in Memoriam

Susan Brimo-Cox
11.12.13…as if we could 
forget her accomplishments 
in life, she helps us 
remember with a memorable 
date of her passing. What a 
sense of humor and order 
this woman possessed.

 Susan was a remarkable writer, photographer 
and communications professional for the chancellor 
of Penn State/Fayette County. She was awarded 
national acclaims for her professional writing and 
her artistic endeavors. Readers of her garden 
columns were delighted by the timely information and 
insight about the natural world around us. Her brilliant 
photography focused on detail. Her passion was 
documenting spring ephemerals. Helping to educate 
and thus preserve the fragility of the ecosystem, she 
lectured and taught workshops locally. 
 Always inspired to travel and learn, Susan 
attended GWA regional and national events 
religiously. She was a regular at the Philadelphia 
Flower Show and national symposia. Susan will be 
fondly remembered by GWA Region II attendees as 
well as national members.       
 A memorial scholarship fund has been 
established. Donations may be made to The Susan 
Brimo-Cox Memorial Scholarship Fund, Touchstone 
Center for Crafts, 1049 Wharton Furnace Rd., 
Farmington, PA 15437.

—gloria day 

Judy Rogers
Judy Rogers of Brewster, 
Mass., passed away on 
May 17, 2013, and took 
the leap to her next great 
adventure.   

      She and her husband 
of more than 20 years, David, together opened their 
celebrated gardens to many non-profit groups as 
a fundraiser for each organization. Their work has 
been celebrated in numerous garden books, TV 
shows and magazines.
 Judy was fortunate enough to grow up sur-
rounded by a warm Italian family (father’s side). 
She was a tomboy, Eagle Girl Scout, jock, physical 
education teacher and coach. Judy released on 
the world many skilled myofascial and exercise 
therapists who are skilled in the relief of pain. She 
was a gardener and a garden accent designer. 
Writer of fact, fiction, and insight, her character 
is revealed by her values. She also safe-housed 
battered women for years. 
 Judy was diagnosed with Parkinson Disease 
in 1999. She was bold and made her life decisions 
by asking herself “What is the worst thing that could 
happen?” She wanted everyone to remember that 
the only thing we can give to each other is memories.  
 Judy’s wishes are that donations be made to 
the Michael J. Fox Foundation or to the Brewster 
Meeting House Preservation Project, 1 Harwich Rd., 
Brewster, MA 02631 (508.896.5577).

Frances Tenenbaum
Frances Mendelson 
Tenenbaum, for many years 
the nation’s leading garden 
book editor, died in September 
at age 94, in Cambridge after 
a series of illnesses. When 

GWA cited the 25 most significant garden books of the 
last 25 years, they included four edited by Frances at 
Houghton Mifflin. 
 As both an author and editor she was prescient 
and anticipated several trends, including the interest 
in the history of American garden landscapes with her 
popular reprinting of antique American garden books. 
In 1973, Tenenbaum wrote, and her daughter Jane 
illustrated, Gardening with Wild Flowers, just before the 
importance of native plants and prairie gardens was 
about to be recognized. 
 Stubborn, witty, charming, curious, acerbic and 
generous to a fault, she had many friends, including 
many of her authors. Tenenbaum was also a dedicated 
island gardener herself at her summer home on 
Martha’s Vineyard, as well as a bridge player and bird-
watcher. 
 Frances received many awards and honors, 
including the 1999 Horticultural Communication 
Award from the American Horticultural Society 
and the 2000 Gold Medal from the Massachusetts 
Horticultural Society. In 2004, she was entered into 
the Garden Writers Association Hall of Fame. 

—Carol stocker
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gene Bush, shade 
garden solutions: 
eight essential 
problems solved for 
successful shade 
gardening, Gene 
E. Bush Publications, 
eBook, 70 pages, $2.99. 
Available now. More than 
30 years in the making, 
Shade Garden Solutions 
is the result of firsthand 

experience gardening on the same Indiana hillside in 
Southern Indiana. This book is packed with practical 
knowledge you can use whether you are a beginner 
creating your first shade garden, or experienced 
gardener and looking for a fresh perspective. Bush 
does not quote the work of others. He works to 
share what he has gained over the years gardening, 
photographing, writing and speaking on successful 
shade gardening.

Julie Moir Messervy,
Landscaping 
ideas That work, 
The Taunton Press, 
224 pages, paperback 
$21.95. Available 
now. Landscaping 
Ideas That Work is a 
comprehensive resource 
of inspired design ideas 
and practical solutions 

for creating landscaping and outdoor living spaces 
that are comfortable, attractive and usable. With 
professional design advice from Julie Moir Messervy 
as well as more than 350 innovative ideas and 
photographs, this will be the only sourcebook you’ll 
need to create your ideal outdoor space. This book 

Hot off the Press

covers front, back and side yards and provides 
strategies for combining elements and creating 
spaces that work with any home; innovative ideas 
for transforming all aspects of the yard into inviting 
outdoor spaces; and designs for more sustainable 
landscapes and gardens.

Betty Montgomery, 
a Four-season 
southern garden, 
James-Richards, 127 
pages, hard cover, $24.95. 
Available now. In A Four-
Season Southern Garden, 
Betty Montgomery shares 
her gardening experience 
from 40 years of love and 
labor in both of her zone 7 
gardens in the Carolinas. 

A hands-on Master Gardener who derives great 
satisfaction from nurturing plants, bushes and trees, 
Betty gives the reader tips and information on the 
most successful methods she has found for creating 
healthy and colorful gardens.

Melinda Myers, 
Minnesota 
& wisconsin 
getting started 
garden guide: 
grow the Best 
Flowers, shrubs, 
Trees, Vines & 
groundcovers, 
Cool Springs Press, 
240 pages, paperback, 
$18.42. Available now. 
Minnesota & Wisconsin 

Getting Started Garden Guide features more than 

175 plant recommendations specific to this region; 
every plant type — from flowers and groundcovers 
to trees and shrubs, and everything in between; 
design tips to help you add color and beauty to your 
garden; advice on planting, growing and care; a large 
photograph of each plant.

Melinda Myers, 
Michigan getting 
started garden 
guide: grow the 
Best Flowers, 
shrubs, Trees, Vines 
& groundcovers, 
Cool Springs Press, 240 
pages, paperback, $18.29. 
Available now. Michigan 
Getting Started Garden 
Guide features more than 

175 plant recommendations specific to this region; 
every plant type — from flowers and groundcovers 
to trees and shrubs, and everything in between; 
design tips to help you add color and beauty to your 
garden; advice on planting, growing and care; a large 
photograph of each plant.

Vincent a. 
simeone, grow 
More with Less: 
sustainable garden 
Methods: Less 
water * Less work 
* Less Money, 
Cool Springs Press, 
192 pages, paperback, 
$13.90. Available Dec. 
2013. Vincent Simeone 
offers the home gardener 
detailed and practical 

ways to create a sustainable home landscape. 
Grow More with Less covers all the eco-friendly 
essentials in one straightforward handbook. Simeone 
makes the what, and how of sustainable gardening 
unmistakably clear. Stay green in the garden with this 
practical, useful guide.
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   Welcome to the following new members who joined the association in november 2013

neW MeMBers

Hilda Brucker
3495 Raymond Dr.
Atlanta, GA 30340
(O) 770.458.2763
(H) 770.458.2763
hildab@mindspring.com
blog.bluestonegarden.com

andrew Bunting
Scott Arboretum of 
   Swarthmore College
408 Vassar Ave.
Swarthmore, PA 19081
(O) 610.656.5891
abuntin1@swarthmore.edu

Matt Cole
152 Bluegrass Dr.
Hendersonville, TN 37075
(O) 615.707.2549
(H) 615.707.2549
culinarycultivator@gmail.com

Ruth Kassinger
7400 Ridgewood Ave.
Chevy Chase, MD 20815
(O) 301.652.5359
(H) 301.652.5359
ruth@kassinger.net
www.gardenofmarvels.com
www.ruthkassinger.com
www.gardenofmarvels.com

Teri Keith
Bloomington Herald Times
8959 Hinds Rd.
Bloomington, DE 47403 
(H) 812.825.7140
ejfudd1@comcast.net

Linda Kelso
154 Eisaman Rd.

Irwin, PA 15642 
(O) 724.261.1194
(H) 724.261.1194
lindakelso@gmail.com
http://agirlagarden.wordpress.com/

Dianna Kerr
300 Chesnut St.
Derry, PA 15627 
(H) 724.858.9664
diannagarden@live.com
diannasgarden@wordpress.com

nick Mancini
The Organic Garden Workshop
484 Riverside Ave.
Westport, CT 06880 
(O) 203.227.4717
nick@organicgardening 
   simplified.com
theorganicitalian.wordpress.
   com
www.OrganicGardening 
   Simplified.com

Bill Mauzy
Mauzy Photography
1010 Highlands Dr.
Charlottesville, VA 22901 
(O) 540.255.6208
(H) 434.823.5106
billmauzy@gmail.com
www.mauzyphotography.com

Kate Middleton
Great North Arrow, 
Moskoka Magazine
RR#1
206 Roystein Rd.
Burks Falls, ON 
Canada
kate.middleton44@gmail.com

Carole Ottesen
11400 South Glen Rd.
Potomac, MD 20854
(O) 301.299.7399
(H) 301.299.7399
cottesen@aol.com
murderinthegarden.com

Tina Owen
1813 B St.
Iowa City, IA 52245 
(O) 319.338.8847
(H) 319.338.8847
tina.ann.owen@gmail.com

Carol papas
Allegheny County (PA) 
Agricultural Extension
123 Westchester Dr.
Pittsburgh, PA 15215 
(O) 412.427.5453
(H) 412.427.5453
ccpapas@gmail.com

Vincent simeone
P.O. Box 58
Oyster Bay, NY 11771
(O) 516.922.8601
(H) 516.922.8656
vsimeone@aol.com

Brenda Beust smith
Lazy Gardener & Friends 
Houston Garden Newsletter
14011 Greenranch Dr.
Houston, TX 77039-2103 
(O) 713.208.6445
(H) 713.208.6445
lazygardener@sbcglobal.net
lazygardenerandfriends.com

anne Underwood enslow
Harvard Health Publications
601 Bloomfield St.
Hoboken, NJ 07030 
(O) 201.222.7756
(H) 201.222.7756
anne.underwood@gmail.com
http://urbangardener.co/

Jonathan ward
Ginger Horticulture
8 Finisterre Way
Littlehampton BN17 6RA 
Great Britain
(O) 7896015460
(H) 7896015460
jonathan@gingerhorticulture.
   co.uk
www.gingerhorticulture.co.uk

allied Members

americanHort
Laura Kunkle
2130 Stella Ct.
Columbus, OH 43215
(O) 614.884.1137
(H) 614.580.9039
lkunkle@ofa.org
www.AmericanHort.org

iMRe
McGavock Edwards
133 Fayetteville St., Ste. 210
Raleigh, NC 27601
(O) 919.747.8680
(H) 919.272.4657
mcgavocke@imre.com
imre.com

Helping Us Grow

The following members have been credited with 
recruiting a new member in 2013. Each member who 
successfully recruits a new member receives a $15 
credit toward their membership dues, up to $85. Con-
gratulations, and thank you to the following members 
for their help in making GWA grow.

One new Member

Pam Beck
Diane Blazek
Anne Brewer
Linda Cobb
Stephanie Cohen
David Ellis
Sally Ferguson
Lorraine Flanigan
Billy Goodnick
Robin Haglund
Larry Hodgson
Kathy Huber
Dawn Hummel
Kathy Jentz
Jessie Keith
Nancy Knauss
Anne Krekelberg
Sharon Lovejoy
Jeff Lowenfels
Mary Anne Lynch
Mary-Kate Mackey
Tovah Martin
Matt Mattus
Peggy Anne 
Montgomery
Susan Morrison

Victoria Nowicki
Penelope O’Sullivan
Douglass Oster
Pam Penick
Judith Rogers
Susan Roth
Susanne Roy
Shannon Springer
Nan Sterman
Johnette Taylor
Karen Varga
Judy White
Maria Zampini

Two new Members

Donna Balzer
Helen Battersby
Steven Biggs
Carol Michel
Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp
William Welch

Three new Members

Debra Prinzing
Kelly Smith Trimble

http://www.ruthkassinger.com
http://www.gingerhorticulture.co.uk
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dates & events

JANUARY 7-9, 2014
Landscape Ontario’s Congress Conference and 
Trade Show, South Bldg., Toronto Congress Centre, 
Toronto, ON, Canada (www.locongress.com)

JANUARY 8-10, 2014
MANTS (Mid-Atlantic Nursery Trade Show), 
Baltimore Convention Center, Baltimore, MD 
(www.mants.com)

JANUARY 21-22, 2014
NJ Plants Trade Show, New Jersey Convention 
Center, Edison, NJ (www.njplantshow.com)

JANUARY 22-24, 2014
Tropical Plant Industry Exhibition, produced 
by Florida Nursery, Growers and Landscape 
Association, Broward County Convention Center, Ft. 
Lauderdale, FL (www.fngla.org/TPIE/)

JANUARY 24-26, 2014
28th Annual Southern Gardening Symposium, 
Callaway Gardens, Pine Mountain, GA. Get inspired 
for next season’s “dream garden.” Designed for 
novice to expert gardeners, this jam-packed 
schedule includes lectures and presentations 
as well as optional pre-conference workshops. 
(http://www.callawaygardens.com/events/gardening/
southern-gardening-symposium)

FEbRUARY 5-7, 2014
New England Grows 2014, Boston 
Convention & Exhibition Center, Boston, MA 
(www.newenglandgrows.org)

FEbRUARY 5-9, 2014
Northwest Flower & Garden Show, Washington 
State Convention Center, Seattle, Wash. This year’s 
theme, “Art in Bloom,” will highlight artistic renditions 
that complement the spectacular garden displays 
and other show attractions. (www.gardenshow.com)

FEbRUARY 8-16, 2014
The Great Big Home + Garden Show, I-X Center, 
Cleveland, OH (http://www.greatbighomeandgarden.
com/GBHG/EventsHome.aspx)

FEbRUARY 27-MARCh 2, 2014
Nashville Lawn & Garden Show, celebrating its 25th 
year, Tennessee State Fairgrounds, Nashville, TN. 
(www.nashvillelawnandgardenshow.com)

MARCh 14-23, 2014
Canada Blooms, Direct Energy Centre, 
Exhibition Place, Toronto, ON, Canada 
(www.canadablooms.com)

MARCh 15-23, 2014
Chicago Flower & Garden Show, Navy Pier, Chicago, 
Ill. Theme: “Do Green. Do Good.” 
(www.chicagoflower.com)

MARCh 19-23, 2014
San Francisco Flower & Garden Show, San 
Mateo Event Center, San Mateo, CA 
(www.sfgardenshow.com)

JULY 19-20, 2014
International Herb Association Annual Conference, 
“Savory Sagas — Herbs for Life,” Eaton Chelsea 

Hotel, Toronto, Ontario, Canada (Contact: Pat 
Crocker, pcrocker@riversongherbals.com or 
519.799.5498).

AUGUST 8-11, 2014
Garden Writers Association 66th Annual Sym- 
posium, Westin Convention Center, Pittsburgh, PA 
(www.gardenwriters.org)

2014 GWA Annual Symposium
...Final Call for Presentations

The Annual Symposium Committee is accepting 
presentation proposals from speakers for the 2014 
symposium to be held aug. 8-11 in Pittsburgh, 
Pa. The committee wishes to present a program 
that represents the diversity of all members’ know-
ledge and skill levels, with the overall curriculum 
featuring leading-edge, professional content. We 
seek speakers who make relevant, well-developed 
presentations. 
 All applications must be submitted online and 
received no later than:

Mon., dec. 16
 For details, CLICK HERE.
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