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Gardening Communicators Recognized
Key members of the gardening communications profession were recognized
during the Garden Writers Association Symposium Annual Banquet

The GWA Annual Awards Banquet in Québec City
recognized the new GWA Fellow and winners of the
Wilfred J. Jung Distinguished Service Award and
the Jim Wilson Mentoring Award. Congratulations to
each of these recipients for their honor.
The honor of being a GWA Fellow was bestowed
upon Felder Rushing. A GWA Fellow is a member who has demonstrated exceptionally high
degrees of skill and professional ethics, and
dedication to the objectives of the GWA.

Felder Rushing

Fellow
Felder Rushing (center)
accepts the award from
GWA President Debra
Prinzing (left) and GWA
Executive Director
Robert LaGasse (right).

Photo by Brian Counts

Felder Rushing has been a member of GWA
for 26 years, serving as a Regional and a National
Director. He is a tenth generation American gardener
whose quirky, overstuffed cottage garden with its
collection of vernacular garden art and his 250 sq.ft.
cabin have been celebrated in dozens of magazines,
books and TV programs. Now retired as a statewide
extension horticulturist, he splits his time between his
Mississippi home and savoring life in England with
his partner Susan Rushton.
The author or co-author of 18 gardening books,
including several national and Quill & Trowel award
winners, Felder has written thousands of newspaper
gardening columns and hundreds of articles and
photographs published in regional and national
magazines. He is currently the weekly online Q&A
guy for HGTV.com.
Felder was identified in Southern Living
magazine’s 25th anniversary issue as one of “25
people most likely to change the South” and has
been featured three times in full-length New York
Times articles. He hosted a television series shown
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GWA Gold Media Awards
Announced in Québec City
The GWA Gold Media Award
recipients were revealed
during the Annual Awards
Banquet in Québec City.
These winners are chosen from the Silver Media
Award recipients. The
Gold Media Award recipients
are featured on
pages 5-6 in this issue.

across the South, and appeared many times on
garden programs including HGTV, the Discovery
Channel and QVC.
Felder is the international founder of Slow
Gardening, an approach that focuses on finding and
following personal gardening bliss, savoring every
activity and using all senses through all seasons.
Believing that too many would-be good gardeners
are overwhelmed or intimidated by “how-to” experts
Continued on page 2
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The Wilfred J. Jung Distinguished Service Award
is given to a GWA Allied Trade company in
memory of former GWA Executive Director Wil
Jung.

Wilfred J. Jung Distinguished
Service Award
Ferguson Caras LLC

Photo by Brian Counts
Sally Ferguson and David Caras (center), founders
of Ferguson Caras PR, accept the award from GWA
President Debra Prinzing (left) and GWA Executive
Director Robert LaGasse (right).

In 1989, Ferguson Caras, a small, Brooklyn-based
marketing communications agency, joined the Garden
Writers Association on behalf of a new client, Holland’s
International Bloembollen Centrum. This marked a
shift for the generalist agency into specialization in
gardening and outdoor living, and the happy beginning
of a relationship with GWA and its members that is
now in its third decade.
In working with GWA members, agency principal
Sally Ferguson and her husband and partner,

David Caras, have always felt that people shared
the spotlight with plants. Says Sally, “Garden writing
is a magical specialty. Over the years, we’ve worked
with fine journalists of all stripes. Garden writers bring
something extra to the mix as highly knowledgeable
professionals who are also passionate, genuinely
grounded and fun. All that, plus more than a few who
are delightfully quirky, too!”
Sally came to public relations from journalism,
starting in the newsroom of the Washington Post.
She wrote for the Post’s crime column, sports section
and Sunday magazine, and was a regular contributor
to Humanities magazine. On Madison Avenue,
she worked for the legendary PR firm Carl Byoir &
Associates and later, Creamer and Ketchum. Sally is
a lifelong gardener and a graduate of Cornell’s Urban
Master Gardener Program.
David began his career as an actor in regional
stock and dinner theaters. As a freelance writer, he
contributed regularly to Readers Digest Books. He
was a contract employee and speechwriter for the
Agricultural Counselor at the U.S. Embassy in Paris,
France. Co-founder of Magnus Caras, LLC, a New
York City based news and corporate video firm, he
was involved in all aspects of production and postproduction. David is editorial director of Ferguson
Caras and heads the agency’s inhouse video
production and Internet operations.
In 2006, Sally and David said goodbye to
Brooklyn and their urban container garden. Today they
work and garden beside a fast-running brook in the
mountains of Vermont.

Jim Wilson Mentoring Award
Lili Michaud

Lili Michaud is an agronomist specializing in urban
agriculture and sustainable development. For some
twenty years, she has been sharing her knowledge
and passion through lecturing and teaching as
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and information, Felder uses an offbeat, “down
home” approach rife with humorous anecdotes and
horticulture-irreverent metaphors, zany observations,
and stunning photography to help gardeners of
all styles and skill levels get past his own beloved
“stinkin’ rules” of horticulture.

Lili Marchaud (center) accepts a check from GWA
President Debra Prinzing (left) and GWA Vice President Larry Hodgson (right).

well as through books, articles and columns. She is
recognized for her professionalism, her objectivity
and her qualities as a popularizer of organic
gardening.
Always having been preoccupied by living
organisms and their health, Lili began her career
as a nurse. Even today she advocates preventative
approaches to help conserve and re-establish plant
health while taking into consideration human health
and the environment. In her teaching, she has coined
the term “econological,” because being ecological
and economic is also logical.
Lili Michaud has expertise in ecological
gardening, vegetable and herb growing, edible
landscaping, ecological management of water in the
garden, home composting and many other fields.
Among other achievements, she has trained more
than12,000 citizens of the Québec City region in
home composting. She has offered a course called
The Natural Vegetable Garden since 1997 and has
participated as an instructor in urban agriculture
summer schools in Québec City and Montréal.
Many municipalities, teaching institutions,
gardening magazines, libraries and gardening clubs
regularly make use of Lili Michaud’s services. Lili
has authored four books published by Éditions
MultiMondes.
Lili Michaud is a founding member of the Québec
City Urban Agriculture Network (RAUQ).
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Immediate Past President’s Message
Here it is the end of August 2013
and it’s time for the final letter
I will write as President of the
Garden Writers Association.
I served a two-year term (like
my predecessors), the end of
which coincided with our annual
symposium in Québec City.
I want to thank the entire
GWA Board of Directors and
past presidents who each were a positive source
of support and encouragement. My gratitude also
goes to Executive Director Robert LaGasse and
the headquarters staff. Despite undergoing a major
relocation during my term, Robert was responsive
and professional throughout. Robert (a man who
experiences a leadership change every two years),
demonstrated patience, insight and consistency. I
greatly value the advice and counsel you’ve given
me. To those with whom I served as members of
GWA’s Executive Committee, thank you so much
for being a team with a unified vision and voice. Our
commitment to do so has been the “secret sauce” to
our success.
I know there are program initiatives that may
not have progressed as swiftly as some wished. I,
too, had more ambition than my capacity of time
and resources. Now as past president, I promise to
support new President Larry Hodgson and his
Executive Committee. I also will preside over the
GWA Foundation for two years.
In an era where anyone can spontaneously use
social media to “kick the tires” by posting a random
thought or sudden complaint, I yearn for the days
when the Quill & Trowel arrived in our mailboxes the
old-fashioned way — in the printed form, bearing a
cancelled stamp. To me, the pre-Internet era meant
that face-to-face engagement with a fellow garden
communicator was the only way to truly forge

alliances and professional friendships. It’s not that
digital friendships or connections are inauthentic, but
they certainly are harder to come by. How can we
change this? I’m not sure. But I do want to keep the
G-W-and-A in our organization. I’ve been musing on
these three words and here’s what they mean to me:
Garden: This is our central focus, our core
subject matter. Is it a noun, a physical place to
occupy or view? Or a verb, something we actually
do? Or how about an adjective, such as a garden
magazine, a garden book or a garden tool? Of
course, it’s all of the above. We each have our
own “entry point” to the garden and ultimately, the
garden should intersect with everything we do as
professionals.
Writers: I’d love to change this word to
“communicators.” Each of us is in a position
to convey information, provide inspiration and
encouragement, and improve the knowledge of those
who consume what we create and produce. This
word represents professionalism in its highest form.
Association: We are more than an individual
person, or one voice, or a single opinion. When
we come together, as a gathering of “garden” and
“writer” professionals, there is much diversity in
the room. While our myriad voices may express
differing points of view or experiences, we should be
celebrating those differences and accepting that we
are together a body of unique individuals. We have
so much to learn from one another. And I’m grateful
for the lessons I’ve gained from the past two years.
		

Best wishes to each of you,

		
		

Debra Prinzing
@dkprinzing
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President’s Message
Spurred on by an email from
Carol Ledbetter, editor of
the Quill & Trowel, one of
my first acts is to write this
President’s Message (even
before officially becoming
President). The timing of
the publication is such that
the deadline for articles for
this issue fell before the
GWA Québec City Annual Symposium. As Local
Arrangements Chair for the symposium, you can
imagine I had other things on my mind than writing
a column that would appear after the symposium,
but I’ve pushed my symposium concerns aside for
a few minutes and have slipped on my soon-to-be
President’s hat. The email made me think back over
the past two years, those of Debra Prinzing’s
presidency.
I think we should all applaud Debra for bringing
our association into the 21st century. For those
who don’t know, Debra has been on the Board
for many years and throughout that time she has
been pushing us to adapt to the new realities in
our field. The emphasis on social media that now
permeates our symposium lectures largely comes
from her influence. She’s encouraged us to see that
social media are the wave of the future and that
we as writers and photographers should no longer
be putting all our eggs in the declining print media
basket. Have you noticed the wave of younger
members that have joined over the last few years?
Almost all work mostly, if not exclusively, in social
media. As a result, we’re one of the rare associations
that doesn’t complain that we’re aging out, that there
is no new blood in our group. We have plenty of
young and young-minded members and, as a result,
our future as an organization is rosy.
Under Debra’s watch we’ve also made major
improvements to the GWA Garden Media Awards

Program, increased the number and scope of our
regional meetings, launched the concept of SIGs
(Special Interest Groups) and are working with a
very successful Sustainability Committee. More
than anything, though, Debra’s idea of investing in a
Director of Education (a role ably filled by GWA Past
President Janel Leatherman) will really make
the GWA stand out from the crowd. How many other
professional organizations have been so daring? I
don’t know of any. Yet education is what our business
is about and we can’t treat it as a side issue. As Janel
gets up to speed, we’ll see our symposium programs
improving, have better and more interesting regional
meetings and so much more!
Another pleasure for me as President will be
working more closely with Bob LaGasse. His
professionalism is unequaled. I’m always amazed
how he can make almost anything the Board wants
done happen and tout de suite at that. Most of us
don’t see the enormous amount of work done by
Bob and his staff. Like the proverbial duck, GWA
also seems so calm on the surface, but you should
see all the paddling that goes on underneath. If you
want an example, remember the move of the GWA
headquarters from Manassas, Va., to Shallowater,
Texas. A major undertaking, with decades of files
being moved, computer and technical problems, and
so much more, yet how many of us even noticed the
change? It was business as usual before, during and
after the move. Kudos, Bob!
So, you now have a new President. How will
I compare with Debra Prinzing, with Janel
Leatherman, and with so many others over the
years? Only time will tell.

2013-14 GWA
Board of Directors
Officers
President	

Secretary

Vice President

Past President

Larry Hodgson
HortiCom, Inc.

Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp
Write for You!

Kirk Brown
John Bartram Lives.

Debra Prinzing
Freelance

Treasurer	

Becky Heath
Brent & Becky’s Bulbs

Directors
Region I

Ellen Zachos (2016 N)
Acme Plant Stuff
Sally Ferguson (2015 R)
Ferguson Caras PR
Rich Pomerantz (2014 R)
Rich Pomerantz Photography

Region V

BIll Adams (2016 N)
Freelance
Beth Clark (2015 R)
Freelance
Kevin Gragg (2014 R)
Oklahoma State University

Region II

Steve Maurer (2014 N)
Nemours Museum & Gardens
Dan Benarcik (2014 R)
Chanticleer Foundation
Denise Schreiber (2015 R)
Allegheny County Parks Dept.
Region III

Linda Nitchman (2016 N)
Freelance
Christine Kelleher (2014 R)
Aris Horticultural Services
Maria Zampini (2015 R)
UpShoot LLC
Region IV

Linda Askey (2015 N)
New Leaves
Bob Polomski (2015 R)
S.C. Extension Horticulturist
Barbara Wise (2014 R)
Landscape Services, Inc.

Region VI

Nan Sterman (2014 N)
Plant Soup, Inc.
Pat Munts (2014 R)
Spokesman Review
Lydia Plunk (2015 R)
Freelance
Region VII

Donna Balzer (2015 N)
Donna Balzer Consulting, Inc.
Steven Biggs (2014 R)
Freelance
Ken Brown (2015 R)
www.gardening-enjoyed.com

N = National Director
R = Regional Director

Larry Hodgson
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GWA Gold Media Award Recipients
The GWA Gold Media Awards were revealed by
2013 Media Awards Chair Bill Aldrich during the
GWA Annual Awards Banquet in Québec City. Geri
Laufer, 2014 Media Awards Chair, was on hand to
present the awards.
The Gold Award level is the Award for Best
Talent or Best Product. All Silver Award recipients
(previously announced and listed online) undergo a
second round of judging as a competitive evaluation
of the work in relation to other award recipients. Best

of category awards represent the very best of each
talent (writing, photography, electronic media, etc.)
and product (book, magazine, newspaper, electronic
media, etc.) category.
The recipients of the 2013 Gold Awards for Best
Talent or Product were a carefully guarded secret
until the Annual Banquet at the Québec City Annual
Symposium. GWA is proud to recognize the winners
of the top award for achievement in excellence in
garden communications.

Gold Award — Best Magazine Writing

Pam Penick for “The Plant Man” in Garden Design,
June 2012 — Pam Penick
writes about gardening with
can-do encouragement and
friendly, practical advice,
spiced up with inspiring
garden photos, on her award
winning blog Digging. She is
a garden designer and DIY
gardener.
The awards judges said Pam Penick
her article had an “excellent lead that draws you
into the article. A lyrical chronicle of a garden from
creation to present.”

Gold Award — Best
Newspaper Writing

Marianne B. Willburn
for her newspaper
columns in The Frederick
News Post (“Horticultural
Hyperbole”; “Potagers to the
People”; “Garden Affairs to

Marianne Willburn

Remember”) — Marianne has been avidly gardening
for many years. Over the last 10 of those years, she
has applied her energies and sense of humor to her
family’s 100-year-old home and garden in western
Maryland, and consequently has been provided
with a lifetime’s worth of writing material, and a very
strong back.
The media awards judges said her columns
“were a lively and original approach to traditional
gardening topics. She clearly understands the unique
shell of column writing and has polished it admirably.”

Gold Award — Best Book Writing
Janisse Ray for The Seed
Underground, published by
Chelsea Green Publishing —
Writer, naturalist and activist
Janisse Ray is author of five
books of literary nonfiction and
a collection of nature poetry.
She holds an MFA from the
University of Montana and
in 2007 was awarded an
honorary doctorate from Unity
page 5

Gold Award — Best Book Photography
Ellen Hoverkamp for Natural Companions,
published by Abrams/Stewart, Tabori & Chang —
Ellen was
previously an
art teacher at
West Haven
Public Schools,
West Haven,
Conn., and
a graphics
instructor for
Grades 6-8
at Amistad
Ellen Hoverkamp (l) accepts the Gold
Academy.
Award from Geri Laufer, GWA Awards
She considers Co-Chair.
herself
fortunate to be in the position to bring attention and
honor to the beauty of nature and to the efforts of
gardeners by scanning what they grow.
The photography judges stated that “Natural
Companions is a tremendous accomplishment.
She photographed amazing and inspiring plant
combinations. Ellen’s styling and quality of plant
material is stunning. Photography which bypasses
the camera has astounding sharpness.”

Photo by Brian Counts

2013 Gold Awards for Best Talent & Best Product

College in Maine. She is on the faculty of Chatham
University’s low-residency MFA program and is a
Woodrow Wilson Visiting Fellow.
The awards judges said, “lyrical writing...a
wonderful storyteller. I’m already making a list of
friends to give this as a Christmas gift. Open it
anywhere and you won’t want to put it down. You’ll
want to have the author as a close friend.”

Continued on page 6
Janisse Ray
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Gold Award — Best Blog Writing

The awards judges said, “I love this guy!!
Natural, knowledgeable, each segment is full of
variety. Love that in his video he glued bees on his
beehives! Nice personality and style.”

Gold Award — Best Book

Timber Press for The Layered Garden: Design
Lessons for Year-Round Beauty from Brandywine
Cottage — Timber Press is a publisher of books
Photo by Brian Counts

Gold Award — Best TV Program Talent

Tom Fischer with Timber Press (l) and David
Culp (c), author, accept the Gold Award from
Geri Laufer, GWA Awards Co-Chair.
Photo by Brian Counts

Doug Oster for “Digging with Doug” video posted
online by the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette — Doug Oster
is the Pittsburgh
Post-Gazette’s
Backyard
Gardener. His
print column
is distributed
regionally by
the Associated
Press and
nationally by
Scripps Howard
News Service. Doug Oster (l) accepts Gold Award from
Geri Laufer, GWA Awards Co-Chair.
He also works
as writer,
producer and on-air talent for WQED-TV’s OnQ
program contributing stories related to gardening.
He appears on KDKA-TV’s “Pittsburgh Today” and
the “Saturday Morning” show during their gardening
segments.

on gardening, ornamental and edible horticulture,
garden design, sustainability, natural history, and the
Pacific Northwest.
American Gardener said The Layered Garden
“offers the perfect blend of inspiration and practical
advice. Readers will come away with plenty of ideas
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Gold Award — Best Trade

Longwood Gardens for “Light: Installations by
Bruce Munro” Press Kit — Longwood Gardens is the
living legacy
of Pierre S. du
Pont, inspiring
people through
excellence in
garden design,
horticulture,
education
and the arts.
Longwood
continues
Patricia Evans (l) with Longwood GarPierre S. du
dens accepts the Gold Award from Geri
Pont’s passion Laufer, GWA Awards Co-Chair.
for excellence
through innovation, creativity, experimentation and
professional development.
One awards judge said, “This is an outstanding
media kit. The information is presented well, and
the brochures and DVD do a great job of visually
previewing the installation.” Another awards judge
said, “It includes everything I would need to write a
story on the exhibit. The media kit makes me wish I
had attended the event.”

Photo by Brian Counts

Theresa Loe for Living Homegrown Blog Writing
— Theresa Loe is an awardwinning garden communicator
(television, print media, video,
Internet) and is the co-executive
producer and the canning/
preserving expert of Growing
A Greener World, a nationally
televised Public Television
series. Theresa holds a B.S.
degree in engineering and
Theresa Loe
studied both horticulture and
professional culinary arts at
UCLA. She learned many homesteading skills as a
young child.
The awards judges said Theresa’s blog was “well
written and had interesting topics. Good content.”

and guidance to create their own layered, fourseason gardens wherever they live.”
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• The 2014 symposium committee is already

Executive Director’s Report
As I write this message,
the 65th GWA Annual
Symposium in Québec
City has just concluded. I
now have a few moments
to reflect on the events,
the venue and all the
bustling activities that
transpired in our all too
brief time there — and it
was all amazing.
My first response
to the meeting is a heartfelt THANK YOU to Larry
Hodgson who was not only the Symposium
Program Chair, but also the chair of the Local
Arrangements Committee. Each task, alone, is
a tremendous challenge, but doing double duty
(and doing it so well and in two languages) takes
enormous dedication, organization and stamina.
Simultaneously, we must thank Larry’s wife, Marie,
and his office manager, Susanne Roy, for their
deep involvement and support as bus captains,
hosts, translators and city ambassadors that helped
make our symposium a tremendous success.
Quebéc City, with its magnificent gardens,
climate and people, was a shining star unto itself. I
had to remind myself on several occasions that I had
not left North America, even though my senses were
immersed in what was clearly a very European city
and culture.
Our program speakers also deserve a round
of praise for sharing their knowledge on a variety
of topics designed to help our members grow
professionally. And our sponsors treated us to great
events filled with food, wine and tours of gardens,
peat bogs and other activities that make a GWA
symposium so unique in the green industry.
And speaking of the green industry, we
appreciate the dedication of our exhibitors at the
Garden Information Exhibit who traveled so far and
fought through the maze of freight complications and

customs agents to bring us the latest information on
home gardening plants and products. Thank you to
all of you for making this meeting a very productive
and unique experience.
At the end of the symposium, we officially
transitioned to a new regional structure and a new
Board of Directors. The new regional boundaries are
shown in the redesigned region maps in the regional
reports section of this newsletter. Our new Board
of Directors can be found in an updated list on our
website at CLICK HERE.
Thank you to Debra Prinzing for her
dedication and leadership over the past two years as
we addressed a number of new programs to keep
GWA up with the times. Her legacy will live on in the
programs created to better serve the membership
now and in the future.
While one might expect to take a brief rest after
such a busy event, there is no time.

• Region II is hosting a meeting on the gardens
of Princeton, N.J., Sept. 28. Check the
website for details.

making tour arrangements for our 66th Annual
Symposium Aug. 8-11 in Pittsburgh, Pa.
• Look for the Call for Presentations for
Pittsburgh in early October.
• The Garden Media Awards Task Force is
actively seeking judges for our new online
awards program that we expect to launch in
early November. Look for announcements
coming soon.
More activities and programs will be announced
in the coming months; so, please take care to review
the weekly issues of our online newsletter, GWA
Clippings, to stay up-to-date on what is happening in
your professional association.
Sincerely,

Robert C. LaGasse
Executive Director

Helping Us Grow
One New Member
Kylee Baumle
Pam Beck
Anne Brewer
Scott Calhoun
Linda Cobb
Stephanie Cohen
David Ellis
Irvin Etienne
Sandy Feather
Sally Ferguson
Lorraine Flanigan
Billy Goodnick
Kevin Gragg

Robin Haglund
Larry Hodgson
Dawn Hummel
Kathy Jentz
Jessie Keith
Anne Krekelberg
Sharon Lovejoy
Jeff Lowenfels
Mary Anne Lynch
Mary-Kate Mackey
Tovah Martin
Matt Mattus
Peggy Anne Montgomery
Susan Morrison
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Vanessa Gardner Nagel
Sue Nord Peiffer
Victoria Nowicki
Penelope O’Sullivan
Pam Penick
Judith Rogers
Susanne Roy
Shannon Springer
Nan Sterman
Johnette Taylor
Frances Tenenbaum
Karen Varga
Judy White
M. Conrad (Connie) White

Two New Members
Donna Balzer
Helen Battersby
Steven Biggs
Carol Michel
Denise Schreiber
Jo Ellen Sharp
Kelly Smith Trimble
Marian St. Clair
William Welch
Three New Members
Debra Prinzing
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(1) Cara picked a packet of pumpkin seeds for her PARColorado garden during the annual Denver Master Gardener’s
plant sale. (2) Community garden volunteers look for the
perfect mix of free PAR-Colorado seeds at the Denver Urban
Gardens’ annual meeting.

Produce for Pantries Partners
With Hunger Free Colorado
One call is all it takes to connect backyard gardeners
with families in need thanks to a new partnership
between the Denver-based coalition Produce for
Pantries* and Hunger Free Colorado’s Hunger Free
Hotline. Produce for Pantries addresses hunger in
Colorado by encouraging community, school and
home gardeners to plant, grow and share produce
with those in need via food pantries and hunger-relief
organizations in their neighborhoods. The partnership
with Hunger Free Colorado makes it easier for
gardeners to find the location and contact information
for food pantries in their area by calling the Hunger
Free Hotline.
September is National Hunger Awareness
month. It’s also the time many gardeners find
themselves harvesting more food than they can eat.
Colorado residents are encouraged to visit
www.produceforpantries.com to learn more. If you
have produce to donate, contact the Hunger Free
Hotline at 855.855.4626 to connect with your nearest
participating food pantry.
The Denver Plant a Row for the Hungry
gardeners have already donated 1,600 pounds
of produce so far this season. They are hoping
to exceed last year’s total of 4,890 pounds. Jodi
Torpey has been working diligently with PAR in her
area since 2009.
Is this a type of program that you could do in
your own community?

2

Gardeners couldn’t wait to see what was inside their PARColorado garden starter kits during Denver’s 2013 kickoff
event.

GWA Foundation Fundraiser
Thank you to all who
participated in the GWA
Foundation fundraiser
held during the GWA
symposium in Québec
City, Canada. Funds
raised go to support the
Foundation programs,
including college student
scholarships and Plant a
Row for the Hungry (PAR).

Ute Trail Community Garden in Lakewood, Colo.,
has supported the PAR-Colorado campaign since 2011.

_______________
*Produce for Pantries is comprised of 13
organizations including Plant a Row for The Hungry,
Grow Local Colorado, Cooking Matters, Denver
Urban Gardens, Slow Food Denver, Livewell
Colorado, Food Bank of the Rockies, Metro
CareRing, Yardharvest, No Kid Hungry, Brighton
Shares the Harvest and St. John’s Cathedral.
Produce for Pantries also collaborates with Maxfield’s
Organics and the Garden Centers of Colorado to
encourage garden center patrons to donate their
excess produce to those in need.
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Drawing Winners:
Computer
Doug Dunham

Computer Sponsor:

www.blackgold.bz

quill & Trowel newsletter
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Ann Whitman
iPad Sponsor:
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Sustainability

Sustainable Approaches to Plastic Nursery Containers
By Anne Marie Van Nest

Do you know how many millions of pounds of plastic
are used for plant pots and other containers each
year? In an article in the Chicago Tribune, “Beauty
and the Plastic Beast,” Beth Botts cites a Penn
State University College of Agricultural Sciences
estimate of 320 million pounds of plastic annually.
Even though we know that nurseries rely heavily on
hard plastic pots, flats, plug trays, hanging baskets
and labels, this number is still staggeringly large.
It begs the question, what can we as garden
communicators do to promote gardening more
sustainably? There are a number of options to offer,
ranging from reusing and repurposing pots at home,
to finding nurseries or community recycling programs
that will take them, to switching to pots made from
more sustainable materials.

Reusing and Repurposing Pots

It is a time-honored tradition for gardeners to have
a stash of pots around for potting up seedlings or
sharing divisions with friends and neighbors. But
after a few seasons, that collection usually outgrows
the allotted space. One option is to donate the extra
containers to schools, Master Gardener groups, or
horticulture societies for plant sales, crafts and plant
growing projects.
Creative gardeners can also come up with other
ways to put old pots to work. Colleen Vanderlinden,
a blogger on Planet Green, offers “25 Ways to
Reuse Nursery Pots,” such as a twine dispenser,
weeding bucket, kids drum, compost sifter or a toad
house. She also suggests offering them online at
freecycle.org.

Returning Pots to Nurseries

More and more nurseries are offering to recycle pots
brought in by their customers. However, this is often
a goodwill gesture because recycling plastics is a
money-losing service. Even if nurseries have the best
intentions to be sustainable, they might be limited in
their access to recycling facilities that will take plastic
pots (usually only #2, #5 or #6), fail to meet minimum
quantity requirements, or struggle to meet the high
transportation costs involved.
For example, one nursery that recycles pots,
Weston Nurseries in Hopkinton, Mass., posts this
information for customers: “One of our sustainability
initiatives is recovering and recycling plastic pots. You
can help us reduce the amount of plastic in landfills
by bringing your used pots to the garden center.
Some pots will be reused at Weston Nurseries; other
pots will be transported to a recycling facility and
processed into new nursery pots.”

Larger Scale Recycling Efforts

In her article, Botts also highlights the successful
plant pot recycling program at the Missouri Botanical
Garden in St. Louis, which is the only large-scale
program in the nation for gardeners to recycle
pots. Since the market for recycled pots was so
limited when they started in 1998, the garden had
to seek grants from the government and horticulture
businesses to buy its own $150,000 granulator
machine to grind up the pots. They take only highdensity polyethylene (#2), polypropylene (#5) and
polystyrene (#6). The garden had to go into the
business of making plastic lumber in order to use the
polyethylene and polypropylene it produces. Last
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Know ‘Em When You See ‘Em
Common Types of Plastic Pots
— Most of the traditional hard plastic used in
greenhouse and nursery production is #2, #5,
or #6.
— HDPE #2 (High-density Polyethylene)
Round or square hard plastic pots, “blow
molded,” thin walls, softer lip and often ribbed
on the sides.
— PP #5 (Polypropylene)
Round or square hard plastic pots, “injection
molded,” harder or thicker side walls and
smooth sides.
— PS #6 (Polystyrene)
Nursery trays, flats, cell packs and small pots
(<5”), “injection molded,” rigid.

year, the garden recycled 70,000 pounds of plastic
that was dropped off at the garden and participating
nurseries. This year, they’re shooting for 100,000
pounds.
In addition to nurseries and botanical gardens,
more and more cities are now accepting nursery pots
in residential recycling programs. The city of Austin,
Continued on page 10
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Texas, accepts all hard plastics #1 - #7 that are
gallon-sized or smaller. The city of Vancouver, Wash.,
accepts nursery pots that are five gallon-sized or
smaller in their residential blue recycling carts. A few
cities now have separate plastic nursery pot recycling
programs. In Richmond, Va., a pilot project redirects
nursery pots to recycling facilities. The donated pots
are picked up from local garden centers.

Containers Made of
Sustainable Materials

A different approach to the issue is converting to
nursery containers made from more sustainable
materials. More and more consumers and growers
support the use of eco- or bio-containers made
from plants or organic materials that are naturally
fibrous. The materials are chopped or ground and
molded or held together with adhesives and binders.
Typical materials include rice hulls, coconut husks,
cardboard and fiber. These containers are designed
to biodegrade when planted or decompose in a
compost pile.
Sustainable nursery pot options include Biopots
(bamboo, rice husks and straw), EcoForms (rice
hulls and a natural binding agent), StrawPot (rice
straw, coconut husks and a natural latex adhesive),
Ecotainer (plastarch, a starch), CowPots (cow
manure), Dot Pots (80% spruce fibers and 20%
peat moss), Kord Fiber Grow (recycled paper and
cardboard), Western Pulp (cellulose), Fertilpots
(biodegradable spruce wood fibers without glues or
binders), Ellepots (biodegradable paper), Jiffypots
(peat moss and wood fiber), Peel Away Pots
(washable and reusable fabric), SoilWrap (Mirel,
a biopolymer that becomes food for beneficial
soil microbes and degrades in just one season),
TerraShell (biodegradable and compostable
thermoplastic), and NetPot (rice hulls).

Sustainable Pot Resources
www.biopots.com
www.ecoforms.com
www.ivyacres.com/strawpot.html
www.floralmarketingsolutions.com/ecotainer.html
www.cowpots.com
www.itml.com
www.westernpulp.com
www.fertil.us
www.ellepot.dk
www.jiffypot.com
www.gardeners.com
www.summitplastic.com

Sustainable Nursery
Pots of the Future?

Rob Gumpf, sales manager at Summit Plastic
Company, imagines a future without petroleumbased plastics. He writes, “Degradable pots made
from renewable resources are going to continue to
evolve. The Holy Grail would be a pot derived from
wheat or other ag product produced locally. It would
be produced by the manufacturer and shipped to
nearby growers, who would ship them to local garden
centers. Then the consumers plant them in the
ground. That would be the ultimate in reducing our
carbon footprint.”
Anne Marie Van Nest is a freelance garden
writer, photographer and horticulturist with a passion
for encouraging others to learn about new plants,
diversify their gardens and garden sustainably. She
gets inspiration from her gardens in Niagara Falls,
Ontario, Canada, and Austin, Texas.

Sustainable Nursery Trays

Summit Plastic Company produces yellow PLA
(polylactic acid) nursery trays made from corn with
the look, feel and durability of petroleum-based
plastic. These can’t be handled by a recycling facility,
but they must go instead to an industrial composting
site.
And there may be other concerns with this
material. Writing about the pros and cons of cornbased plastic PLA in an article published on About.
com, Larry West states that there are only 113
industrial-grade composting facilities in the U.S.
where PLA will break down within three months
under ideal conditions (heat, water and microbes).
PLA is estimated to take anywhere from 100 to 1,000
years to decompose in a compacted landfill where
there is no light and little oxygen.
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Amazon Explained
By Doug Green

I know Amazon, as the world’s largest book retailer,
is a source of contention in the book-publishing world
for some writers and indeed most publishers; but,
given its size, it warrants examination about how it
operates. To begin, let me get the bad news out of
the way first, deflating a few joyous balloons for some
of you. Every now and then, somebody will post a
note on Facebook expressing delight over having
been “recommended” by Amazon in an email with
the thought about how this is going to drive even
more sales of their book. To understand how this
happens and why it’s not an overly impressive thing,
it’s important to know Amazon is the world’s leading
proponent of user-testing and site optimization
(perhaps second to Google itself). Every aspect of

Amazon’s site is constantly under test for how it
“sells” and what you see when you click there isn’t
what everybody else sees.
Amazon tests every aspect of the site and
customer emails on an ongoing basis to see
which font, color, button shape, page placement
(and probably 50 other factors) individually and in
combination produce the best sales record.
And one of the things it tests for is where you
go on the site. Do you visit gardening books?
Fiction? Non-fiction? Household goods? Garden
supplies? When a friend drops in to see one of your
recently published books or eBooks, the odds go
very high that they will see something similar in an
*individualized* email. Yes, every customer email
that’s sent out — with those “recommendations” is
computer generated based on the recipients tracking

and similarities to those with similar records. So, if
you visit your book, and a friend visits your book,
the odds are your friend will receive a note with a
personal recommendation from Amazon. But nobody
else gets that specific recommendation unless they
share patterns with you. Bottom line — people you
know get the recommendation and people you don’t
know won’t.

How Books Rise in Rankings

Amazon has an interesting formula now for how
eBooks rise to the top of the sales pile. It used to be
that you could give eBooks away to generate a rise
in rankings with every freebie, which equals one sale.
Continued on page 12
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Now you have to have approximately 10 freebies to
equal one sale (and that may change by publication
time). New books get bonus points for “new” and get
automatic placement higher in the list. But over time,
they gain or lose points based on sales or the lack of
them.
An interesting new feature is if you promote your
eBook to all your social media readers at the same

time, you will get points for every sale, and your book
will rise up the charts quite quickly. But here’s the
new wrinkle. The faster you go up, the faster you go
down. So, if your sales are meteoric because of the
social media push, when that push ends and sales
start to slip, your fall down the charts will be rapid.
It is far better to “leak” the book out across your
social media readers to create a sustained level of
new sales to slowly push the book
up the charts and then hope the
value of the book, and subsequent
reviews, holds it there for a much
longer time.

An Alternative to
the KDP Program

Click Here for Guidelines
and to download information

Much has been written about the
KDP program that allows you
to offer your eBook for free as a
promotional tool. I’ve tried it and for
me, the loss of sales to the other
channels (B&N, Apple, Kobo) has
not been worth the exclusivity I
have to give Amazon. Your results
may vary as this is a marginal
amount of money for me (Amazon
has 90% of my sales) and I mostly
use other publishers to keep a
varied reader base happy.
Instead of “free” I use
something called “pulse pricing”
with my readers. I’ll put one of
my eBooks down to $0.99 and
use social media to drive sales to
that eBook. And I’ll slowly “leak”
that price out across my different
social media and website lists.
This process normally takes me
seven to ten days as it’s one list or
channel a day, and then I raise the
price again. The book has often
page 12

risen to the top 10 and any further sales are at full
value.

What Does That
Book Rank Mean?

This final point is to give you a method of determining
how many eBooks you have to sell to break the top
10 sales list. And, quite frankly, do some research to
determine which area you can write in with the least
amount of competition or where to get the most profit.
Go to any book or eBook listing, scroll down to
the Amazon Best Seller’s Rank line and read the
number printed there. For example (at article writing
time), the book, The Vegetable Gardener’s Bible,
2nd Edition, was ranked #1 for “vegetable gardening”
with a sales rank of 35,110. This tells me the eBook
version is selling between two and three copies a
day. At a sales price of $9.59 and typical 25% author
royalty, the author is receiving $2.39 per book. My
self-published Vegetable Gardening in the North is
ranked fifth with a score of 108,364. This tells me I’m
selling approximately one book a day and I’m making
$3.41 as a self-published author for each sale.
The numbers you need to do this analysis are:
Book rank >100,000 — less than 1 book a day (the
higher, the fewer per day) BR 70,000-100,000=1,
BR 42,500=2, BR 32,000=3, BR 25,000=5, BR
12,000=10,BR 7,500=16. The highest sustainedsales gardening book I could find was Square
Foot Gardening at Rank 9,822 (although others
may bounce higher for short times). But, if you’re
ambitious, 3,500 books/day will give you Rank 1-5.
Note these numbers are not hard-and-fast but are
“reasonably” accurate nine times out of ten.
Doug Green, a GWA Award of Excellence for Writing
winner and 25 year nursery veteran, writes for his
own websites, now one of the largest on the Net,
delivering a variety of content. Doug’s aim is to be
independently wealthy as a garden writer and help
beginning gardeners.
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Au Revoir, Québec City, 2013
even patiently tried to communicate with the 350+
non-French-speaking attendees. The natural beauty
of Québec is foreign to most of us who hail from
places far removed from their zone 3b climate.
However, the scenic, river centric life in Québec City
needed no translation, either for climate or language.
Like Larry, our Canadian hosts and local
committee members were generous with their time
and gardens. The GWA staff, led by Executive
Director Bob LaGasse, once again smoothed
any challenge and set the stage for a reunion of
friends and a launchpad for new friendships. At the
garden exhibition periods, industry professionals
set up 40 booths to inform and engage garden
communicators. A big thank you to all who came.
Many of the same names were sponsors during
our meeting. From the Fiskars backpacks to the
ScottsMiracle-Gro breakfast and the Canadian
Sphagnum Peat Moss Association /
Québec Peat Moss Producers Association dinner,

BY LINDA ASKEY

What? No croissants for breakfast? It is good to
be home, but life in Québec City was so delightful
and delicious that re-entry is an adjustment. GWA
members were greeted by an ideal climate, words to
inspire, and remarkable gardens.
Many of us know Larry Hodgson through
his writing, but at a Garden Writers Association
meeting, voices in print become faces we recognize
and personalities we treasure. At GWA board
meetings Larry is always focused, his words logical
and insightful, and his mantra for years has been,
“Come to Québec City.” We finally did, and we are
glad Larry was patient with us. The excellence of this
meeting was due in large part to his efforts, planning
the program of speakers and chairing the local
committee.
Our experiences give Larry, our incoming GWA
President, context. Yes, Canadians are nice! They

1

we owe a round of applause to all who made the
meeting possible through their sponsorships (http://
www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/
sponsors_13.html).
The vitality of GWA was evident in the first day
of the meeting where 42 new GWA participants met
with volunteer mentors at the First Timers Reception.
Shortly thereafter the Garden Products Information
Exhibit opened, so those new GWA members never
looked back at what it was to be new.
Historian David Mendel opened our
educational sessions with a keynote presentation
of the considerable history of Québec City, which
celebrated its 400th anniversary in 2008. It seems
history is all about perspective, and this was not a
story told in most U.S. history classes. From the
French perspective we learned how Québec was
the linchpin in the settlement of North America. After
Continued on page 14

2

3

(1) GWA members cooperate at the early morning photo shoot. Each gets to photograph the perennial borders of the Domaine Joly-De Lotbienière before all walk in. (2) Mark Turner and Ellen Zachos
got up close and personal with the wild cranberries at the peat bog tour. (3) On the roof of the Maison de Lauberiviére we found cabbages and celery growing beside tomatoes and beans, not far from
the table set for the homeless where they will be served.
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David’s presentation, the old stone walls that still
surround the old city had new significance.
It was a standing O for Claire L’Heureux-Dubé,
former supreme court justice who wrote the opinion
that resulted in the most extensive chemical ban in
North America. Hers was an honest, self-deprecating

Jardin Jeanne-d’Arc held a captivating vista, only topped by the
artistic combinations of perennials and shrubs in its borders.

account of her role, but her understanding of the
decision and its far-reaching impacts were truly
inspiring. She left us with the understanding that
citizens have power, and we don’t need to wait for
the government to implement change. And with that
vision, our educational sessions began.
It is impossible to recount all of the meaningful
moments of sharing from presenters, but Mark
Turner had all on the edges of our seats, iPhones
in hand, editing images and preparing to take more.
Lois de Vries, chair of the GWA Sustainability
Committee, shared her sweeping vision for the
GWA Sustainable Gardening Virtual Library. And
down the hall, Alexander Reford, great-grandson of
Elsie Reford, presented a view of her garden, Les
Jardins de Métis, which lies about a four hour drive
to the east. Such were our decisions for concurrent
sessions. Thankfully the audio recordings of the
presentations will be available from the GWA website
by the third week in September.

The first day of touring cemented in our minds
the tales told in our history rich keynote. The Parc du
Bois-de-Coulonge garden is all that remains of the
estate, but it is a property much loved by citizens,
as evident by the many visitors not arriving on our
buses. At Laval University we were delighted with the
Roger-Van den Hende Botanical Gardens, and then
the Domaine Cataraqui, with a kitchen garden that
supplies the city’s main food bank as its highlight.
Every now and then, garden writers experience
a special time that is recounted for years to come.
That moment in Québec came early on a Sunday
morning on the south shore of the St. Lawrence
River when members disembarked on the grounds
of Domaine Joly-De Lotbienière, the home of the
minister of Premier of the Province of Québec
from 1878-79. A memorable breakfast menu was
sponsored in part by Garant tools and accompanied
by traditional Québécois music. It is a garden
of horticultural artistry at its best. Our images of
thoughtful combinations are sure to grace pages and
PowerPoints for months to come.
Private gardens awaited with intimate charm,
followed by more educational sessions, and then the
much anticipated peat bog party and dinner. This
special ecosystem gives rise to the peat deposits
that make many of our soil amendments and potting
mixes possible. This operation is of enormous scale
and equal parts mining and farming. We wrapped

For those on the post-symposium tour of the Île d’Orléans, the
first stop was Montmorency Falls where many opted to ride
the gondola to the top.
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up the tour with both
a restored bog and a
virgin bog to see that
it is possible to put
the diversity of pitcher
plants, cranberries, bog
rosemary, and especially
sphagnum moss, back
into areas where the
peat moss had been
Colin Cabot, son of the
gathered. With peat
founder of Jardin des Quatredusted shoes, we arrived
Vents, gave GWA members a
personal tour of his father’s
at the party where food
garden and shared memories
and drink brought an end
of growing up on these remarkable grounds. (l to r):
to a jam-packed day.
Colin Cabot, Larry Hodgson
and Gloria Day.
The Jardin Jeanned’Arc (an exemplary
city park and perennial garden) and the Jardin le
Tournesol (the city’s oldest community garden) could
not have been topped except by the rooftop garden,
Les Jardins de Lauberiviére. There volunteers with
the Urbainculteurs make it possible to grow 1.5 tons
of produce using smart pots in 6,000 sq.ft. of asphalt
roofing to feed the residents of the homeless shelter
below.
Back at the convention center, we learned how to
pronounce Pecha Kucha, what peeves editors, how
to negotiate the maze of social media, how to selfpublish eBooks, make a living as a garden coach,
and forage for dinner in our own backyard. Speaking
of eating . . .
The annual banquet is always a celebration,
not only of achievements honored there, but of the
intense time we have spent together, the contacts
shared, and the musical chairs we play on the buses.
Not all of us left town, opting for yet more
time in Québec. We sampled the wine of frozen
apples, black currants left behind on the bush by a
mechanical harvester, toured more gardens, notably
the Jardin des Quatre-Vents. We are all home now,
our senses overloaded with the sights, tastes and
experiences that were the 2013 gathering of GWA
members in Québec City.
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Photographers Corner
Does Your Camera Make Phone Calls?
By Mark Turner

It seems everyone’s got a camera in their pocket
these days, one that also makes phone calls,
sends texts, and finds your way home from the bar.
Smartphones, like Apple’s iPhone, are everywhere.
Even national magazines are publishing photos shot
by professional photographers with iPhones (for
real money). Sales of compact cameras are down
because the quality of phone cameras has become
so good.

Is this where phone cameras will end up?

So what’s the trick to making great photos
with your smartphone? You have to think of it as a
camera. Know its strengths, its weaknesses, and
use all the photography skills you’d use with your big
professional camera. Otherwise you’ll end up with
crappy snapshots like almost everyone else who
snaps photos with their phone.

iPhone Camera Strengths:

• Always available
• Small, fits in your pocket
• Big screen, so it’s easy to compose
• Nearly idiot-proof, with one-button simplicity

• Fully automatic
• Massive depth of field

Side and back light add texture, dimension and
drama to a photo.

iPhone Camera Weaknesses
• Small sensor
• Fully automatic, so little creative control
• Limited battery life
• Fixed wide-angle lens (no optical zoom)
• Poor low-light performance
In my presentation on
iPhonography at the GWA Annual
Symposium in Québec City, I
encouraged everyone in the
audience to STOP:
• Slow down
• Think about what you’re
photographing
• Optimize the image, and only then
• Press the shutter
If you use your smartphone camera like a
snapshot camera you’ll end up with snapshots. Pay
attention to where the light is coming from and use
the composition tools artists have been employing for
centuries.

Light

Light can be hard or soft and can come from three
main directions: front, side or back. Soft light is what
you find on cloudy days or in the shade. Photos
made in soft light have lower contrast (a good thing)
with detail in both the bright and dark areas. You
can create your own soft light on small subjects by
casting a shadow. Front light is often flat and boring.
page 15

Notice how the light is coming through the petals
on these zinnias, with the camera pointed toward
the sun.

Composition Tools

Composition is the way you organize the elements
of photograph into a pleasing whole. Here’s a quick
rundown of the most important composition tools for
any kind of photography, whether it’s a garden, your
vacation or your children.

Fill the Frame: Start by filling the frame with
your subject. Walk closer, if necessary, because your
iPhone camera doesn’t have an optical zoom. Filling
the frame doesn’t necessarily mean to shoot a closeup, just that you eliminate everything unimportant
around your subject.
Rule of Thirds: Divide the frame like a tick-tacktoe board and then place your main subject at one
of the four places where the lines intersect. If your
subject has eyes, or something that resembles eyes,
give it some “looking space.”

Continued on page 16
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Photographers Corner

cont.

Continued from page 15

Create Depth: Your main subject can be in the

foreground, middle or even the background of the
frame. For example, shoot a perennial border on a
diagonal, with an anchor plant up front, rather than
straight on. Create a little mystery, with the edges of
your subject partially hidden by something closer to
the camera.

Post-Processing Apps
This image was
made with the lens
very close to the
flower at the top so
the bottom blossoms would go out
of focus. Finished in
Snapseed, then text
added in Over.

Notice that Mrs. Pot’s
“head” is placed in
the upper right of the
frame, that the camera
was placed to the
side, and there’s another character in the
background that lends
depth to the image.

Birds and Rabbits: Get your camera up

high or down low to vary the way you photograph a
subject instead of always holding it at eye level five
feet above the ground.

Groups: Look for patterns within the frame,

grouping multiple blossoms together. Triangles are
always good. How many can you find within your
photo?

Lines: Diagonal lines create strength and

dynamism. Horizontal lines are restful and calming,
curves can help hold the eye within the frame.

Edges: Watch out for objects that kiss the edge

of the frame. Either include it all or cut it off more.
Things touching the edge create unwanted tension.

Always aim to get the lighting and composition right
before you press the shutter. Think like you did when
shooting slide film and you couldn’t fix anything
later. Of course, we’re in the digital age now and
you can use post-processing software to enhance
your photos. There are new smartphone photo apps
coming out almost weekly, but you don’t need to get
all of them. Pick a very few and learn how to use
them well to add the “icing” to your photos. Here are
the ones I have settled on for most of my iPhone
photos:

Camera+: This app gives you a

little bit of control over exposure as well
as focus when shooting. It also has
several one-button fixes, including a
“Clarity” button that often does all the
enhancement you’ll want. Finally, it has
a nice set of frames to give a finished look to the
photos you post on your blog or Facebook.
(http://campl.us/)
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Snapseed: A very flexible and

powerful image processing program.
It has a unique user interface that will
take a little time to learn, but once
you master it you’ll love it because of
how fast and easy it is to use. This is
currently my most-used image editing app on my
phone. (http://www.snapseed.com/)

iWatermark: Add a copyright
overlay, like © 2013 Mark Turner, to
each of your photos before posting
them online. You can also turn your
signature into a watermark.
(http://plumamazing.com/iphone/
iwatermark-iphone/)
Over: Add text overlays, in several fonts or colors.
(http://madewithover.com/)

Using your smartphone to make photos is fast,
fun and easy. Just remember to put a little time and
thought into each one of them so you’ll be proud to
share them. Make them as good as you can before
you press the shutter, then use your favorite apps to
add a little enhancement and polish before sharing
them. My iPhone camera is never going to replace
my professional camera, but the photos I make
with it have become a big part of my marketing,
particularly on social media. I’ve even licensed a few
to traditional publishers, for the same fees I get for
images created with my big camera.
Mark Turner photographs gardens in the Pacific
Northwest and around the country for books and
magazines. He operates a portrait studio in Bellingham,
Wash., and leads photography classes and workshops.
quill & Trowel newsletter

No. 4

AUGUST 2013

Regional News & Notes

Photo by C.L. Fornari

Region 1
Sept. 12, Julie Moir Messervy will give a
lecture based on her forthcoming book, Landscaping
Ideas That Work (Taunton Press, November 2013),
sponsored by the Plum Beach Garden Club in
Narragansett, R.I. This event is open to the public.
Ellen Zachos will be the keynote speaker
at the Midwest Wild Harvest Festival in Prairie du
Chien, Wis., Sept. 14-15. She will lead foraging
walks, teach two wild foods cooking classes, and
lecture on “Delicious Wild Edibles: More than just
Survival Food.”
Karen Bussolini will give two talks: “The
Edible/Ornamental Garden” and “Designing with
Elegant Silvers” at the Cornell University Cooperative
Extension/Monroe County’s annual Master Gardener
symposium, “Gathering of Gardeners” in Rochester,
N.Y., Sept. 14. (www.GatheringOfGardeners.com)
Kim Eierman will teach a number of classes
in the region this fall: “Great Native Plants in Containers” at Brooklyn Botanic Garden Sept. 14;
“Native Plant Alternatives to Turf” at The Native
Plant Center Sept. 16 and Sept. 23; “Gardening
for Pollinators and Other Beneficial Insects” at Mt.
Cuba Center Sept. 22; and “Healthy Ecosystem
Gardening” at the New York Botanical Garden Oct.
8 and Oct.15.
Sept. 17, C.L. Fornari will speak to the
Driftwood Garden Club in Rye, N.H.. The meeting will
be held at the Rye Congregational Church. (Details:

Deer Defeat “It Can’t Be Beat” will attend the
HB Davis Seed Trade Show at the Saratoga City
Center, Saratoga, N.Y., Oct. 8-9.
Ellen Spector Platt will teach a collage
workshop at the Brooklyn Botanic Garden Oct. 6.
The theme of the class is Branching Out, creating a
tree collage from mixed media.
—C.L. Fornari

Region I members enjoyed a round-table discussion and
networking session at their meeting in Québec City. Ellen
Zachos, the National Director for our region, led the meeting
and spoke of the upcoming Solopreneur Workshop in New
York City. Attendees were reminded that non-members were
encouraged to come and that Region 1 members should
feel free to promote this workshop to others. Lisa Colburn
explained how she funded the publication of her book through
a Kickstarter campaign. Sally Ferguson was introduced
as the new Region 1 Regional Director who will join Rich
Pomerantz to plan future meetings and events.

hollyhocks@comcast.net) C.L. will also open her
garden Sept. 14 for the benefit of the Barnstable
Education Foundation. (Tickets and details: www.
BarnstableEducationFoundation.org)
Duncan Brine’s garden in Pawling, N.Y. will
be visited several times in the next few months:
Oct. 2, by the Northwest Horticultural Society of
Seattle, Wash.; Oct. 5, by The New England Wild
Flower Society of Framingham, Mass., during an
on-site seminar; Oct. 12, during The Garden
Conservancy Open Day; Oct. 19-20, during the
ArtEast Open Studio Tour; Oct. 26-27, during the
FrOGS Great Swamp Celebration and Art Show.
(http://www.gardenlarge.com/brine-garden-andgardenlarge-events/)
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Region 2
Kathy Jentz will be a presenter at the annual
Heritage Harvest Fest Sept. 6-7 at Jefferson’s
Monticello estate in Charlottesville, Va. Activities
include heirloom vegetable tastings, an old-fashioned
seed swap, house and grounds tours, and much
more. (http://heritageharvestfestival.com/)
Join Claire Sawyers Sept. 7 for a free tour
of the Scott Arboretum of Swarthmore, Pa. Learn
more about the great plants available at the 2013
Plant Sale. (www.scottarboretum.org; 610.328.8025)
The Scott Arboretum’s 2013 Plant Sale will be
Sept. 21-22 on the Cunningham Field on the
Swarthmore College campus (Rte. 320 near College
Ave.). In addition to a vast array of hard-to-find
perennials, tree, shrubs and houseplants, this year’s
sale will feature winter container plants such as
Continued on page 18
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hellebores, viburnum, winterberry, and the rarest of
rare plants. (www.scottartoretum.org/plantsale)
Bill Thomas announced that Chanticleer
is offering two classes through the Pennsylvania
Horticultural Society. Sept. 25: “Pruning” and
Sept. 26: September Splendor.” Come learn about
garden designs for the fall season.
With 50 slides from five nurseries, Sharee
Solow will lead a photo tour to a bonsai nursery in
Omiya, a wholesale auction yard, a master pruner’s
nursery, an international wholesaler in Saitama,
and grafting expert Akira Shibamichi’s impressive
collections in Nurseries in Japan: a 20 minute tour at
the International Plant Propagator Society, Eastern
Region Conference, Chicago, Ill., Oct. 11.
Join Brookside Gardens and Amy Stewart
Oct. 17, 6:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. for an exploration
of the dizzying array of plants that humans have,
through ingenuity, inspiration and sheer desperation,
contrived to transform into alcohol. From the sugar
cane that gives us Caribbean rum, to the juniper
berries that flavor gin, Amy takes a most intoxicating
perspective on the leaves, bark, seeds, roots,
flowers, and fruit imbibed around the world. Before
the lecture, enjoy a botanical happy hour and book
signing with Amy! Fee: $40; FOBG: $30; Registration
required at www.ParkPASS.org; Visitors Center
Auditorium, Brookside Gardens, 1800 Glenallan
Ave., Wheaton, MD 20902. (Information: Call
301.962.1451 or visit www.brooksidegardens.org)
Nancy Taylor Robson gave a talk on
Sustainable Stormwater Management at Unity
Nursery in Church Hill, Md. She blogs for University
of Maryland Master Gardeners’ Grow It Eat It and
was on Dan Rodricks’ Midday on WYPR in Baltimore

July 16 talking about growing your own food and
herbs. (It can be retrieved online via podcast).
Charlotte Kidd recently joined horticulturist
Umar Mycka in a presentation about Poison Ivy
at Longwood Gardens Safety Committee training.
She produced a video featuring the removal of a
35-year-old, 60 ft. tall, poison ivy vine from Fairmont
Park, Philadelphia and has an upcoming piece about
this toxic native soon to appear in Pennsylvania
Gardener Magazine.
—Steve Maurer

Region 3
Debra Knapke is writing for Edible Columbus
magazine focusing on ornamental edibles. Her
articles include serviceberries in the Spring
Issue, lavender in the Summer and apples for the
upcoming Fall Issue http://onlinedigeditions.com/
publication/?i=135861. She is also a lecturer for
The Seasoned Farmhouse: a new recreational
school that promotes cooking and gardening.
(http://theseasonedfarmhouse.com/)
Barry Glick spoke at the Homestead Resort’s
Gardening Weekend in Hot Springs, Va., Aug. 1618. Barry will speak Sept. 14 at the 13th annual
“Gathering Of Gardeners” in Rochester, N.Y. (http://
www.gatheringofgardeners.com/program.php)
Jan Powers will present “The Herbs and
Plants of Beatrice Potter’s World” at the Illinois
State 2013 Master Gardener State Conference
Sept. 20 at 10:45 a.m. at the iWireless Center,
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Moline, Ill. Then, Sept. 28, Jan will host the fall
Market on Moss Stone Well Garden in Peoria. Ill., a
French Market experience featuring plants, herbs,
antiques, vintage books and curiosities. (Contact:
stonewellgarden@yahoo.com or 309.696.1164.
Jan also recently started a blog called At The Well
from Stone Well Garden drawing from the endless
well of inspiration in home, garden, family and
art. (Stonewellgarden.blogspot.com)
Many thanks to Laura Kunkel and OFA, the
association of horticulture professionals, for free
registration to the OFA trade show. It was a great
opportunity to see what’s new in plant introductions,
gardening trends and more. Thanks also to Blooms
of Bressingham and Christine Kelleher for lunch
and the annual Monday night reception at the OSU
Chadwick Arboretum & Learning Gardens.
For the first time, OFA included a session on
“Garden Writers: An Underutilized Link to Green
Success.” Maria Zampini was the moderator
and Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp, Pam Bennett,
Danny Gouge and Rita Randolph were on
the panel of industry peers extolling the value of
Debra Knapke and Bob
Humm “dancing” at the
Blooms of Bressingham
reception at the Ohio
State University Trial
Gardens on campus.
(Bob said, “Yes, we
were totally sober; we
just got caught up in
the moment with the
music and beautiful
gardens.”)

Continued on page 19
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Maria Zampini (Director of
Plant Development for the
HGTV HOME Plant Collection)
with Paul Hammer (Red
Fox Brand Manager for The
Dummen Group).

connecting with garden writers to positively affect
retailers’ and growers’ bottom line.
Steve Foltz of the Cincinnati Zoo & Botanic
Gardens recently was a guest speaker at Ohio
State University’s Industry Open House in
conjunction with a tour of the annuals and container
garden trials.
Upcoming Events:
Indiana
Aug.-Nov.17 — Fort Wayne Botanical Conservatory – Gardens of New Orleans exhibit
(www.botanicalconservatory.org)
Sept. 28-29 — Indianapolis Museum of Art National conference in collaboration with
the Library of American Landscape History
features eight of the mid-twentieth century’s
most influential landscape architects.
Registration required. Call 317.955.2339.
Ohio
Aug. 13 — Holden Arboretum, Kirtland – Nursery
Growers of Lake County Ohio Summer
Field Day and Come Alive Outside program.
Contact Annette Howard.

Sept. 5 — Cincinnatti Zoo & Botanical Garden
Plant Trials Day features a review of the
Zoo’s trialing program, along with topical
presentations from Syngenta, Chicago
Botanical Garden, Jelitto Seeds and more.
(http://cincinnatizoo.org/events/plant-trialsday/)
Michigan
Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park, Grand
Rapids (http://www.meijergardens.org/
calendar)
Sept. 7-8 — Fall Rose Show, Grand Valley
Rose Society, Frederik Meijer Gardens &
Sculpture Park, Grand Rapids (http://www.
meijergardens.org/calendar)
Sept. 14-15 — Herb & Gourd Fest, Midwest
Michigan Herb Association & Michigan Gourd
Society, Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture
Park, Grand Rapids
Sept. 20-27 — Annual celebration of the autumn
season features an extensive chrysanthemum
display with hundreds of flowering plants
in both interior and exterior areas. Frederik
Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park, Grand
Rapids
—Maria Zampini and Christine Kelleher

Region 4
The Newport News Virginia Master Gardeners have
asked Brent Heath to speak about the “Shady
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Lady’s Garden” for their Sept. 4 meeting. Oct.
11, Brent will talk about “Bulbs as Companion
Plants” for the River Road Garden Club in the
Chesapeake Lounge at Brent and Becky’s Bulbs.
He will then travel to the Botanical Garden of the
Ozarks in Arkansas and speak to the Fayetteville
in Bloom organization about “Living Flower
Arrangements.” And, Oct. 15, Brent will teach the
members of the James River Garden Club how to
pot-up a “Living Flower Arrangement” that will be
awesome next spring.
Mary Palmer Dargan, ASLA, will teach Fall
into YOUR Garden’s Arms: Create a Landscape
for Health and Longevity, Sept. 18-20, Atlanta
History Center/Cherokee Garden Library and Grand
Hyatt Buckhead in Atlanta, Ga. This is the third
in a series of three-day 2013 landscape design
schools taught by Mary Palmer Dargan. (http://www.
landscapeyourlife.com/atlanta2013)
Hugh Conlon will give a talk Nov. 20 to
Southern Appalachian Plant Society in Kingsport,
Tenn., at 7:00 p.m. titled “Plants In Search of An
Audience.”
In August, Jared Barnes traveled coast to
coast talking about horticulture. He presented “If You
Grow It and Show It, They Will Come: Dreamy Plants
and Marketing Ideas for Today’s Gardener,” at the
2013 Summer Green Road Show in Wilmington, N.C.
He traveled to Portland, Ore., for the 2013 Farwest
Show. He presented “Plant Extroverts! Wonderful
Woodies and Praiseworthy Perennials” Aug. 24.
—Barbara Wise

Continued on page 20
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Region 5

Melinda Myers will make two presentations at the
Purdue Master Gardener State conference in Bristol,
Ind., Sept. 7. She will share insights on Plants for
Difficult Situations at Pasquesi Home and Garden
Center in Lake Bluff, Ill. Oct. 5 she will give two
guided tours, one for adults and a second for families
at Boerner Botanical Gardens in Hales Corners, Wis.
And, Oct. 9 she heads to Shreveport, La., to make
two presentations at the Louisiana State Master
Gardener Conference.
Denny Schrock will speak in Burlington,
Iowa, Oct. 5 at an event sponsored by the Des
Moines County Master Gardeners. One presentation
will be “Gardening Faux Pas: Avoiding Common
Landscaping Mistakes,” and the second topic is
“The Making of La Ventose: Developing a Personal
Garden.”
Lori Hutson announced that the Oklahoma

Centennial Botanical Garden has changed its name
to Tulsa Botanic Garden and recently revealed a new
logo for the organization. Developing on a site just
eight miles northwest of downtown Tulsa, the garden
unveiled a 25-year master plan in December 2012
which calls for a total of 70 acres to be developed
into themed gardens. Infrastructure work is still
being done, but this spring staff and volunteers
added about 1,500 tropicals, perennials and shrubs
to planting beds around the garden’s seven-acre
lake. (www.tulsabotanic.org)
During the Region V get-together in Québec City
it was noted that this region now includes the states
of Arkansas, Colorado, Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana,
Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, New
Mexico, Oklahoma, South Dakota and Texas. The
new National DIrector is Bill Adams of Burton,
Texas. The Regional Directors are Kevin Gragg of
Stillwater, Okla., and Beth Clark of San Marcos,
Texas. Attendees suggested topics and regional
meeting locations that would cover cut flower
production, prairie plantings, old and new strategies
for sustainable and environmentally friendly
gardening. Regional meeting sites: suggested as a
steamboat trip down the Mississippi River; Lady Bird
Johnson Wildflower Center in Austin, Texas; and
the Tall Grass Prairie Preserve with wildflowers and
bison managed with fire. Contact your Directors with
your suggestions on topics and locations for 2014
Regional Meetings. And, if you have any questions
feel free to call any of your Directors.
—Melinda Myers

Region 6
Jim Browne will attend the Prince Fall Booking
Show at the Kalahari Resort and Convention Center,
Wisconsin Dells, Wis., Sept. 8-9.
Mark Turner will speak about garden
photography at the Flotsam Jetsam Garden Club
in Hansville, Wash., Sept. 11 at 10:45 a.m. This
popular program highlights techniques for working
with light and composition in the garden.
Pat Munts will speak on the adventures of
creating community gardens as part of a panel
discussion at the Washington State Master
Gardeners Advanced Education Conference in
Everett, Wash., Sept. 28.
Marianne Binetti is happy to be hosting a
new garden TV show called “Dig In Seattle” and very
happy that it will be renewed for next year! Thanks
to the Internet, the audience is growing even though
the show airs on Sunday at 7:30 a.m. Gardeners
have also taken to watching the show online at www.
diginseattle.com and the show features new plants,
new products for the garden and outdoor living
plus cooking and recipes from local and national
chefs. Sue Goetz and Ed Hume were recent
guests.    
Barbara Blossom Ashmun’s feature,
“Friends Live on in My Garden,” has been published
Continued on page 21
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in the summer issue of GreenPrints, “The Weeder’s
Digest.”
Carolyn Singer’s “The Seasoned Gardener: 5
decades of sustainable & practical garden wisdom” is
winning honors nationwide. At the June 28th meeting
of the American Library Association in Chicago, her
latest book was honored with gold in the category
of home & garden in the ForeWord Review’s Book
of the Year awards. In May this book won silver in
New York in both the Benjamin Franklin Awards and
the IPPY Awards. Northern California Publishers &
Authors honored the book with silver for non-fiction
and for the cover.
—Pat Munts

Region 7

GWA Workshop
            The following workishop is scheduled for 2013. Additional information will be posted
online at www.gardenwriters.org and in future issues of the Quill & Trowel newsletter.

The Solopreneur Workshop
Nov. 6, 2013 — 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
New York Botanical Garden Manhattan Campus
20 W. 44th St., 3rd floor, New York, NY 10036
Registration fee:
GWA members
Non-members

By Sept. 20
$50/person
$75/person

By Oct. 21
$65/person
$90/person

Cancellation deadline: Oct. 21, 2013

In this powerful, hands-on workshop
you will:

If you wish you could be a full-time
writer, photographer or speaker,
this high-energy, highly interactive
workshop is for you!

• Create a clear, concrete, and FOCUSED strategy
to grow your business.
• Learn to have confident sales and marketing conversations that sound like YOU! No more canned
scripts or struggling to say the ‘right thing’ all the
time.
• Make empowering decisions about how you can
position yourself as THE expert in your field, and
monetize that expertise.
• Discover how to turn these powerful decisions
and strategies into lasting transformations for your
business.

If You Feel You Want More, Answer
These Questions:
Sean James has begun writing a regular column in
the Perennial Plant Association Journal. The column
will provide an environmental voice to the NorthAmerican wide journal readership.
Donna Dawson has a tour going to Ireland
June 2014 that coincides with WAFA so if you are
into floral design you can have your cake and
eat it too, but hurry as it is almost fully booked!
(www.gardeningtours.com or email
donna@icangarden.com)
—Donna Balzer

• Do you wear ALL the hats in your business, or at
least too many hats?
• Does that burn you out?

• Do you make your living as a communicator, or is
that just a dream?
• Do you ever struggle trying to say the right thing
when ‘selling yourself’ or trying to explain what you
do?
• Do you truly want to build your communications
business but simply feel ‘stuck’ on how to get
there?
• Are you overwhelmed at the thought of how to
market yourself to get more work?
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Contact: Ellen Zachos (ez@acmeplant.com)
212.517.9235 (land) or 917.805.5385 (cell)
Solopreneur Workshop
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Region 2
Timeless Landscapes
of Princeton
Saturday, September 28
Princeton, N.J.
8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Registration fee:
GWA members
Non-members

By Sept. 13
$35/person
$50/person

By Sept. 23
$45/person
$60/person

Registration/cancellation deadline: Sept. 23
Join fellow garden writers on a landscape tour
through historic and contemporary gardens of
Princeton. The combination of public and private
gardens will allow numerous story and photographic
opportunities. Networking with garden writers, local
gardeners, historic house docents, and landscaping
professionals will be a feature of the programming.
Opening registration will include coffee and snacks

while a boxed
lunch will
be enjoyed
on a terrace
overlooking the
historic campus
of Princeton
next to Nassau
Hall.
Contact: Kirk R. Brown
vista6211@verizon.net • 610.391.0291
(Region II Meeting)

A special opportunity for GWA members to register for Mediabistro courses and receive a $50 discount (excluding one-hour webcasts & onsite conferences) on the price of multiple-session courses. If you
are an Avant Guild member, this discount will be in addition to the Avant Guild discount.

More than 50 different courses, from Grammar & Punctuation to Mobile Content Strategy
Some Topics of Interest:
• Create Your Own Website Using WordPress (online 6 sessions)
• Blogging: Advanced – (online 4 sessions)
• Social Media 101 – (online 5 sessions)
• SEO Advanced (online 2 sessions)

Visit www.mediabistro.com/courses/?nav=mdc for information on
the courses offered and their content, the location and cost, and
the instructors and their qualifications
Use the code GWA50 (valid Sept. 5 – Oct. 15, 2013) when you
register to receive the discount.
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Workshop & Regional Meeting Wrap-Ups
Region 1
Kevin Sprague
speaking to
the group.

“It’s A Visual World”
By C.L. Fornari

The group that gathered for the photography workshop
June 28 left the day fully saturated with information and
garden inspiration. Most began the morning by taking
photographs in the lovely Berkshire Botanical Gardens
where our meeting was held. Rich Pomerantz began
the day with a talk about how garden photographs can be
improved.
One of Rich’s many useful tips was to remember
what it was in the garden that you’re shooting that first
attracted your attention. Whether it’s a particular plant or
landscape feature, compose the photograph so that this
plant or feature is prominent or seen to best advantage.

Sometimes in our rush to capture what we love, we “grab”
shots of the entire area that don’t do justice to what first
caught our eyes and heart.
After his talk, Rich sent attendees out to the
gardens and the entire group saw samples of all of these
photographs. Since many had shot the same areas of

the garden but from different angles, it was educational
just to see the different approaches and talk about what
worked and which were less successful.
After lunch Kevin Sprague, a branding consultant
from nearby Lenox, Mass., spoke to the group about
marketing. One tip that he gave attendees was to write a
personal mission statement about your work, and to be
sure everything you’re doing is consistent with that.
Kevin advised people to think of the web as your
portfolio. It is the way you let the world know who you are,
what you know and how you can help others. He said
that photographs are a huge part of that web presence,
so that with a visual subject such as gardens we should
all be taking and using as many photographs as possible.
At the end of the day many went back into the
gardens to gather more of those essential images.

Region 2

By Kirk R. Brown

Historically, Quaker meetings were quiet and led by
the spirit. Region II hosted a spirited Quaker meeting
that followed its routes of horticulture from the 18th
through and into the 21st century. Twenty-five members
and guests were hosted by a collection of historically
important gardens and homes in the greater Philadelphia
area.
Beginning with the story of the seafaring Quaker
merchants in the Cope family during the 19th century,
the English style landscape was transplanted across
the North Atlantic and grown into a family compound

in Germantown. Just across town, the 18th century
plantation house and garden of Quaker Colonial
Secretary James Logan, offered America’s early botanists
one of the best horticultural libraries and landscapes in
the new world.
The day ended at Meadowbrook house and garden
where the 20th century’s J. Liddon Pennock built a
fabulous collection of garden rooms on an original Penn
Grant of land. The associated garden center provided
retail therapy to plant-starved members of the tour.
After the parking lot trunk show of free plants and
vendor-supplied goody grabs, the attendees drove to the
nearby home and garden of Sharee Solow for a GWA
Connect Meeting. Networking opportunities for one and
all were abundant.
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The meeting
started the
day at Awbury
Arboretum. It was
the Germantown
country compound
of the shipping
magnates, the
Cope Family.
Coffee and
breakfast were
served on the
family’s newly
refurbished
veranda.

Photo by Kirk Brown

Quaker Meeting
& Connect Meeting

Continued on page 24
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Photo by Kirk Brown

Region 2 continued from page 23
Photo by Kirk Brown

The second stop
was Stenton, the
plantation of James
Logan, colonial
secretary to William
Penn. He also had one
of the largest and best
horticultural libraries
in the colonies. The
GWA tour is shown
waiting on the front
stoop for the opening
of the doors to the
grand hall.

This group
photo was shot
in front of the
capitol, which
came out rather
well considering
the high-security difficulties
we encountered.

GWA & Sustainable SITES
in Washington, D.C.

Region 3

By Kirk R. Brown

Members Enjoy OFA Gathering

Thirty-five GWA members, spouses, friends and SITES
hosts completed a whirlwind tour of American University
SSI building, the AU Campus Arboretum, U.S. Botanic
Garden, The Capitol Omsted Terraces and Landscape
Design, and Dumbarton Oaks Galleries and Gardens.
In an early morning program, Paul Olsen, landscape
architect of record for the AU Campus and Arboretum,
presented the university’s sustainability program and
campus-wide green development over the past 15 years.
Ari Novi, from the U.S. Botanic Garden, distributed
the new consumer brochure outlining Sustainable SITES
for residential project development. At the Capitol, Steve
Livengood, guide coordinator and historian with the U.S.
Capitol Historical Society, gave a lively and informative
tour of the terraces on the West and East front of the
building.
A capstone of the experience was a bomb scare
at the Library of Congress that involved all participants
beating a hasty retreat to their cars and the final stop of
the day: Dumbarton Oaks. The Galleries were open for
our enjoyment but many of our number didn’t escape the
many rooms of the outdoor environment created with a
marvelous sense of client/designer coordination between
Mildred Bliss and Beatrix Farrand.
The day concluded with a trunk show of free plants
and dozens of vendor samples.

By Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp

A dozen members from Region III gathered during the
2013 OFA Short Course for a luncheon, conversations
and updates of GWA activities and information. The
Short Course held in Columbus, Ohio, is the country’s
largest horticulture trade show. Region III members are
invited by OFA to attend at no charge. GWA members are
allowed to take in as many education sessions as they’d
like and to attend the trade show.
GWA Region III National Director Jo Ellen
Meyers Sharp explained the changes in Region III to
add Illinois, Wisconsin, Kentucky and West Virginia to
Michigan, Ohio and Indiana. The expanded region brings
the number of members to about 350. This puts Region
III on par with other regions in terms of membership.
Region III had been one of the smaller regions. The
GWA Board approved these changes to equalize
representation among GWA members.
Diane Blazek and Regional Director Maria
Zampini, two members of the GWA Outreach
Committee, reported on some of their efforts. Maria told
the group that OFA plans to add another 50,000 sq.ft. in
exhibit space in 2014. The committee is exploring plans
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to have a GWA exhibit at OFA next year.
Regional Director Christine Kelleher announced
that Blooms of Bressingham’s ‘Rozanne’ Geranium
received the Centenary Award at the 2013 Chelsea
Flower Show, making the perennial the best plant
introduced during the last 100 years. Blooms graciously
sponsored the lunch at Max & Erma’s in downtown
Columbus. The breeder also gave attendees several new
introductions to trial.

Region 6
Members Enjoy Spokane
By Rose Marie Nichols-McGee

We know Spokane, Wash., is a great gardening city and
our Region VI meeting in June, organized by Regional
Director Pat Munts was a tour de force. First an in-town
garden with a cool sheltering shade garden and a thriving
sunny front yard food garden. Next, the 78 acre Manito
Park includes a rose garden, a perennial garden and the
Tsutakawa Japanese Garden. At the John A. Finch Arboretum are 65 acres of well labeled mature trees and shrubs.
Our lunch speaker was local naturalist and author
Jack Nesbit. His most recent book is David, a Naturalist
at Work. This Scottish botanist and avid plant explorer
collected, identified and classified scores of plants along
the Columbia River in the 1820s. The nearby Northwest
Museum of Arts and Culture had an exhibit about Douglas curated by Nesbit which we asked to see. Among the
treasures in this show were nine botanical pressings by
Douglas on loan from the Kew Herbarium. Next a hilltop
garden, designed by an artist with her welded metal work
displayed throughout her garden. Sturdily fenced from
deer she was growing a selection of drought tolerant
plants and hardy native shrubs and trees. Around the living area she combined colorful flowers and vegetables in
stylish containers.
Our day ended at Pat Munts’ home and garden, a
salmon roast and a most convivial evening.
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The Insider Scoop
Mary Walters (l) and
Chris Hansen (r) shown
with Steven Still (executive director, PPA).
GreatGardenPlants.
com founders Mary
Walters and Chris
Hansen accepted
the 2013 Perennial
Plant Association
Retail Award. This
award, presented at
the Perennial Plant
Association conference in Vancouver, Canada, recognizes
a progressive, commercial enterprise that successfully
markets itself, promotes perennials and provides outstanding
customer service.

Art Wolk’s book, Bulb Forcing for Beginners and
the Seriously Smitten, recently won a Benjamin
Franklin Silver Award from the Independent Book
Publishers Association.

George Graine is a seasoned Master Gardener with more than 25 years of volunteer service with
Virginia Cooperative Extension. He recently received
a 10,000-hour service recognition during the annual
state conference held at Virginia Tech.

Derek Fell has produced an app titled Vertical
Gardening that can be viewed on Android devices
as part of Google Play, through Sutro-Media, a
leading app manufacturer. Fell’s app features 150
color photos and was inspired by his Rodale book
of the same name. He is currently working on two
new apps for Sutro-Media titled Shade Gardening
and Water Gardening using text from his out-of-print
books with the same titles, and photography from his
extensive digital photo library.
Continued on page 26

In Memoriam

Ed Markham

Ed, 94, one of the bedding
plant and floriculture industry’s
greatest voices, passed away
July 9. Known affectionately
as Chief Red Sneaks, Ed
was a fixture at industry trade
shows. He was a regular at the
Garden Writers Association
Annual Symposia for many
years. Ed believed in the
power of understanding gained through travel,
especially international travel to visit growers and
companies in other countries.
Ed received his B.S. degree in Floriculture from
Cornell University. For the first decades of his career,
he was employed by Vaughan Seed Co. In 1965,
he moved to the West Coast where he worked for
Harris Moran and Vaughan Seed. Later, he consulted
for Takii and Sakata when they were becoming
established in the American bedding plant market.
He was an avid environmental advocate and
promoted our connectedness with nature in everyday
interactions and through newspaper and magazine
clips he would send to distant friends in the mail. In
2003 he wrote, “Nature is my main interest! Most used
quote: ‘We are not the only creatures on this earth,
though some people think we are.’ My enthusiastic
pursuit of all things environmental is boundless!!!”
signed, “Ed Markham, Chief Red Sneaks”
Friends may honor Ed by donating to the
charity of their choice. Industry members wishing
to remember Ed may choose to contribute to the
American Floral Endowment, Markham-Colegrave
International Scholarship, 1601 Duke St., Alexandria,
VA 22314.
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Deborah A.
Robertson

Deborah Robertson, 65, who
passed away earlier this
year, was born in Connecticut
and raised there and in New
Jersey. She was proud to be
a Yankee. Deborah graduated
from Wells College in Aurora,
N.Y., with a B.A. in English and Art History. Other
education included an MBA in Marketing from
Hawaii Pacific University, MLA from Oklahoma City
University Graduate School of Business, and an AAS
in Horticulture from Oklahoma State University.
While married to a career Navy officer, Deborah
lived in Scotland and Hawaii. While in Hawaii she
was a territory manager for Kraft Foodservice.
Since moving to Oklahoma City from Honolulu
in 1991, Deborah worked in the horticulture
industry as a garden designer, garden writer and
photographer. Many of her articles were published in
the Oklahoma Gardener magazine.
Deborah was an active member of the Garden
Writers Association, American Public Gardens
Association and Perennial Plant Association. (She
served on the Local Arrangements Committee for the
Oklahoma City GWA Annual Symposium.) Locally,
she was also a Certified Master Gardener, Certified
Master Naturalist, and a longtime member of the
Oklahoma Horticultural Society. 	
Debbie had many surgeries in recent years due
to severe arthritis in her knees, hips and spine. She
loved to attend garden meetings, conferences and
tours and will be missed at these events.
—Anne Michalski
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The Insider Scoop cont’d
Continued from page 25

Jimmy Turner, currently
senior director of horticulture at
the Dallas Arboretum, has been
selected to fill a new position
of director of horticultural
operations for the Royal Botanic
Gardens & Domain Trust,
Sydney, Australia. Many GWA
members will remember him
from the GWA symposia and
specifically 2010, as he was host for the symposium
in Dallas. This new position will also cover two
additional gardens, The Australian Botanic Garden
and The Blue Mountains Botanic Garden. Mr. Turner
will be departing for Sydney in late November.

Sally Cunningham has received the New York
State Certified Nursery & Landscape Professional
(CNLP) of the Year Award for 2013, presented by the
New York State Nursery & Landscape Association for
achievements that benefit the professional nursery/
landscape industry.

Garden Writers were well represented at the American
Horticultural Society’s Great American Gardeners Awards
Ceremony and Banquet in June. Shown l to r: Susan Appleget
Hurst (served as Book Awards Committee Chair), Kelly
Norris (received the AHS Book Award for his book A Guide to
Bearded Irises); David Ellis (editor of The American Gardener)
and Melinda Myers (former GWA Region V National Director
who received the B.Y. Morrison Communication Award).

GWA Board of Directors Election Results

The following members were elected or re-elected to serve on the GWA Board of Directors. Officers serve a
one-year term; National Directors serve a three-year term; and Regional Directors serve a two-year term. For a
full listing and photos of the Officers and Directors, visit the GWA website: www.gardenwriters.org.

OFFICERS:
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Larry Hodgson
Kirk R. Brown
Becky Heath
HortiCom, Inc.
John Bartram Lives
Brent and Becky’s Bulbs
Quebec City, QC, Canada Orefield, Pa.
Gloucester, Va.
			
Secretary
Past President
Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp
Debra Prinzing
Write for You!
Freelance
Indianapolis, Ind.
Seattle, Wash.

NATIONAL DIRECTORS:

Region I	
Ellen Zachos
Acme Plant Stuff
New York, N.Y.

Region III	
Linda Nitchman
Freelance
Glen Carbon, Ill.

Region V
Bill Adams
Freelance
Burton, Texas

REGIONAL DIRECTORS:
Region I	
Sally Ferguson
Ferguson Caras PR
Danby, Vt.

Region II	
Denise Schreiber
Allegheny County Parks Dept.
Pittsburgh, Pa.

Region III	
Maria Zampini
UpShoot LLC
Madison, Ohio

Region IV
Bob Polomski
S.C. Ext. Horticulturist
Easley, S.C.

Region V
Elizabeth Clark
Texas State Univ.
San Marcos, Texas

Region VI	
Lydia Plunk
Freelance
Diamond Bar, Calif.

Region VII
Ken Brown
www.gardening-enjoyed.com
Whitby, ON, Canada

Thank you to our outgoing Directors for their dedication to the GWA Board of Directors:
Ginger Aarons, C.L. Fornari, Amy McDowell, and Melinda Myers
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ALLIED NEWS
AAS Announce First
Two 2014 Winners

All-America Selections
announced the first of the AAS
Winners for the 2014 gardening
season. One is a Bedding
Plant Winner — ‘Sparkle White’
gaura; and one is a vegetable,
‘Mascotte’ bean. With this
announcement, these varieties
become available for immediate
sale. Brokers and growers
can purchase these varieties
immediately. Consumers will
find this seed for sale in the
coming months. AAS Winners
will also be available as young
plants in lawn & garden retail
stores next spring.
(http://www.aaswinners.com/
winners/index.cfm)

Dramm Announces
New Family Ownership

Dramm Corporation has announced that it is passing
the Rain Wand™ to the next generation.

‘Sparkle White’ gaura

Receiving the Rain Wand™ from Kurt and Marlene
Dramm (pictured right) are Hans Dramm and Heidi
Dramm Becker (pictured left). Hans has been named
CEO and will also continue his responsibilities as
CFO and as a member of the Board of Directors.

Longwood Gardens
Publishes New Book

Victoria: The Seductress
(written by Dr. Tomasz
Anisko, curator of plants
at Longwood) is the first
major lavishly illustrated
book that tells the
fascinating story of the
extraordinary Amazonian
Victoria water lilies.
The book tells of their
discovery, introduction
into cultivation,
adventures of countless personalities around the
world who attempted to grow and understand this
aquatic marvel, and the many ways in which this
larger-than-life plant influenced Victorian culture and
entered into the collective consciousness of society.
(468 pages, 400 images and illustrations, $69.99)

‘Mascotte’ bean

ORCON at an Environmental
Media Association Event

Singer Lance Bass got up
close and personal with
some of Orcon’s ladybugs
at an Environmental Media
Association event May
30. The event, at Helen
Bernstein High School
Garden in Los Angeles,
aimed to teach students
about the connection
between growing food and
eating it. It seems even the ladybugs are fans of the
former boy band member.

Prepping for Fall with Fiskars

Every year, it seems like
summer ends too soon.
One contributor may be the
amount of prep work required
to get our gardens ready
before the autumn and winter
months roll around. Regular
gardening maintenance is
important, and having the
right tools makes everything
a little easier. Fiskars’ lightweight wide leaf rake and smaller shrub rake are
designed to grab leaves without clogging, and
durable Kangaroo® Garden Bags help make garden
clean up a breeze. (www.fiskars.com)
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International Trials Conference

Leading professionals from around the globe will
gather at Longwood Gardens in Kennett
Square, Pa., for the International Trials Conference,
Sept. 16-20. The conference features expert
plant breeders, growers and commercial suppliers
sharing the latest research and techniques for trialing
annual, perennial and woody plants.
Attendees will tour leading trial gardens,
including Star Roses & Plants, NovaFlora, Penn
State Landisville Variety Trials, and Green Leaf
Plants. Post conference tours include Mt.
Cuba Center, Terrain, and Chanticleer.
(For information, call 610.328.8025 or visit
www.longwoodgardens.org/
InternationalTrialsConference.html)
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Hot Off The Press
Brenda C. Adams
(introduction by C.
Colston Burrell),
There’s a Moose
in My Garden:
Designing Gardens
for Alaska and the
Far North, University
of Alaska Press, 208
pages, paperback, $35.
What do you do when
a young moose calf
wants to dine on your freshly planted Jacob’s ladder
for lunch? What plants can handle a summer of
nearly endless sun? How do you harness the wild
beauty of the North for your own backyard? Adams
provides helpful tips for Far Northern gardeners on
how to design and implement successful landscape
environments. There’s a Moose in My Garden
outlines the entire planning and planting process,
covering such aspects as handling low-angled sun,
soft light, expansive vistas, and a cool climate.
Cynthia Brian, The
Business of Show
Business, 14th Edition,
Waterfront Digital Press,
$9.99, 304 pages. Available
now. The Business of Show
Business is the ultimate guide
for getting into profiting, and
avoiding the scams in the
entertainment industry. If you
are interested in pursuing a
career as an actor or model,

this is your toolbox for success. Cynthia Brian is your
personal mentor, coach, and guide on the side with
this enhanced audio version

Vanessa Gardner
Nagel, The
Professional
Designer’s
Guide to Garden
Furnishings, Timber
Press, 308 pages,
hardcover, $34.95.
Available now. This
comprehensive guide
includes information on
how furnishings are linked to architecture; offers tips
and techniques for choosing furnishings based on
comfort, scale, and proportion; and provides a survey
of 16 popular styles, including Craftsman, Midcentury
Modern, and Contemporary. Nagel also discusses
the properties of a wide variety of material choices,
including wood, stone, ceramics, concrete, metal and
fabrics. An extensive list of sources rounds out this
truly indispensable guide.
Jeff Lowenfels, Teaming with Nutrients:
The Organic Gardener’s Guide to
Optimizing Plant Nutrition, Timber Press, 250
pages, hardcover, 27 color photos, 37 illustrations,
$24.95. Available now. Most gardeners realize that
plants need to be fed, but know little or nothing
about the nature of the nutrients involved. Teaming
with Nutrients is an eye-opening and thoughtprovoking look at what and how plants eat. Just as
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he demystified the soil
food web in his groundbreaking book, Teaming
with Microbes, in this
work Lowenfels offers
accessible lessons in
the biology, chemistry
and botany needed to
understand the basics
of plant nutrition from
an organic gardener’s
perspective. Teaming
with Nutrients will help
everyone understand
the important role of nutrients in healthy, productive
organic gardens. In short, it will make gardeners
better informed, more successful and more
environmentally responsible.

Jan Powers, Thyme
Well Spent, self
published, 120 pages,
$15. Available now.
Thyme Well Spent
talks about adventures
in gardening, with an
emphasis on growing
and using herbs in the
Midwest. This book is a
collection of some of the
author’s favorite essays,
as a journey through the
seasons of the garden.
It was inspired by study, research and personal
experience.
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New Members
Welcome to the following new members who joined the association in July and August 2013

Ida G. Ballard
P.O. Box 2028
Chapel Hill, NC 27515-2028
(O) 919.545.9732
(H) 919.545.9732
skrow4@centurylink.net
Robert P. Battersby
116 Peralta Ave.
Mill Valley, CA  94941
(H) 415.383.2946
robertbattersby@att.net
Sarah L. Battersby
Toronto Gardens
34 Earl Haig Ave.
Toronto, ON M4C 1E1 Canada
(O) 416.315.4390
(H) 416.691.2924
haras.ybsrettab@gmail.com
www.torontogardens.blogspot.com
www.fiestafarms.ca
Karen Bolton Bowen
2739 W. Julie Ln.
Yuma, AZ 85365
(O) 928.726.7322
(H) 928.726.7322
bowenkaren@ymail.com
Laura Burchfield
HRH Landscape Ltd.
18581 Florence Chapel Pike
Circleville, OH 43113
(O) 614.506.4447
(H) 614.506.4447
llsburchfield@gmail.com
Robert D. Byers
Garvan Woodland Gardens
Univ. of Arkansas
119 Green Mountain Ct.
Hot Springs, AR 71901
(O) 501.262.9611
(H) 501.262.5405
(F) 501.262.9612

rbyers@garvangardens.org
www.garvangardens.org
www.garvangardensblog.org

(O) 573.882.4757
(H) 573.882.4757
acquisitions@missouri.edu

Sean Callahan
American Conifer Society
34 Wildberry Ln.
Brunswick, ME 04011
(O) 207.729.4806
(H) 207.729.4806
savitar@aol.com
conifersociety.org
www.conifersociety.org/blog/

Jennifer Ebeling
www,6ftmama.com
7719 Everest Lane N.
Maple Grove, MN 55311
(O) 612.812.3043
Pjebeling@aol.com
www.6ftmama.com

Hala Chaoui
479 Roncesvalles Ave., Unit 1
Toronto, ON M6R 2N4 Canada
(O) 418.949.5944
(H) 416.949.5944
halayc@gmail.com
urbanfarmsorganic.com
http://urbanfarmsorganic.
wordpress.com/

Felicia A. Feaster
HGTVGardens.com
3060 Peachtree Rd. NW
Ste. 1625
Atlanta, GA 30305
(O) 404.419.9595
(H) 404.307.0134
(F) 404.233.0458
ffeaster@hgtv.com
www.hgtvgardens.com

Jeanne Cope
2416 Hwy. 81 S.
Jonesborough, TN 37659
(O) 423.753.5166
(H) 423.753.5166
jeanne@jeannecope.com

Katharine Fletcher
4316 Steele Line
Quyon, QC J0X 2V0
Canada
(H) 819.458.2090
fletcher.katharine@gmail.com

Donna M. Donabella
Purple Door Garden Designs
8749 Riverside House Path
Brewerton, NY 13029
(O) 315.668.1825
(H) 315.668.1825
ddonabella@gmail.com
gardenseyeview.com

Mary Glazer
2966 SW 40th Ave.
Gainesville, FL 32608
(O) 352.870.7941
(H) 352.870.7941
maryglazer@yahoo.com

Janice Dysart
Acquisitions
Univ. of Missouri Libraries
52 Ellis Library
1020 Lowry St.
Columbia, MO 65201

Mary L. Hagler
Hagler Farms, LLC/MLCHgarden
3206 Candace Dr.
Augusta, GA 30909
(O) 706.836.2671
(H) 706.836.2671
mlchgarden@comcast.net
Kathy Kimbrough
Garden Scentsations
521 Otto Ct.
Grand Junction, CO 81507
(O) 970.216.0643
(H) 970.255.1312
kkimbro49@yahoo.com
www.gardenscentsations.
blogspot.com
Brenda Kouyoumdjian
5393 Abernathy Ct.
Fairfax, VA 22032
(O) 202.256.4644
(H) 202.256.4644
bkouyou@gmail.com
http://northernvirginiagardener.
blogspot.com
Benita Lee
Sky Ladder Media
14762 Stoney Creek Way
Broomfield, CO 80023
(O) 303.416.0689
(H) 303.362.0065
benitajlee@gmail.com
www.skyladdermedia.com

Lise Gobeille
Le Devoir
5227 avenue D’Orléans
Montréal, QC H1X 2K8 Canada
(O) 514.727.3151
(H) 514.727.3151
lisegobeille@ledevoir.com

Gary Lewis
Phoenix Perennials and
Specialty Plants
3380 No. 6 Rd.
Richmond, BC V6V 1P5
Canada
(O) 604.270.4133
(H) 604.202.0920
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(F) 604.270-4133
phoenixperennials@shaw.ca
www.phoenixperennials.com
Sophia Markoulakis
1700 Sebastian Dr.
Burlingame, CA 94010
(O) 650.576.2804
(H) 650.697.0542
sophiamarkoulakis@comcast.net
sophiamarkoulakis.com
Janet Moralez
1402 E. Vermont Ave.
Phoenix, AZ 85014
(O) 602.845.8875
(H) 602.264.2505
janet@xeriscape-today.com
www.Xeriscape-Today.com
Hilary Newell
27 Somerset Ln.
Nantucket, MA 02554
(O) 508.221.0211
(H) 508.228.6458
hmnewell61@comcast.net
Maureen Olofsson
3 S. 154 Park Blvd.
Glen Ellyn, IL 60137
(O) 630.660.3773
(H) 630.660.3773
gardenpickergirls@sbcglobal.net
Rebecca R. Palumbo
8110 Cherokee Trail
Tinley Park, IL 60477
(O) 708.614.9766
(H) 708.614.9766
rebecca@rollinspalumbo.com
rollinspalumbo.com
thesoulofagardener.wordpress.com
Andrew J. Pulte
The University of Tennessee
1105 Whitesburg Dr.

Knoxville, TN 37918 US
(O) 865.974.8820
(H) 402.657.9839
pulte@utk.edu
Jeanne Rostaing
366 5th St.
Brooklyn, NY 11215
(O) 347.633.3508
(H) 718.369.2988
jeannerostaing@gmail.com
Susan Rushton
Freelance
51 Perry St.
Darwen
Lancashire BB3 3DG
Great Britain
(O) 07989529733
(H) 07989529733
susansrushton@hotmail.com
Aldona Satterthwaite
Freelance Writer/Editor
9 Frizzell Ave.
Toronto, ON M4K 1H8 Canada
(O) 416.927.9466
(H) 416.927.9466
aldona@sympatico.ca
Aldona at Large @
torontobotanicalgarden.ca
Russell Stafford
Plantsman; Odyssey Bulbs;
Odyssey Perennials
P.O. Box 382
South Lancaster, MA 01561
(O) 508.335.8106
(H) 508.335.8106
russell@russellstaffordplants.com
www.russellstaffordplants.com
www.odysseybulbs.com
www.odysseyperennials.com

Continued on page 30
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Planting Season Is Here! How Can
Consumers Identify the Best Value?
By Lisa Warfield

Spring finally arrived and consumers headed outside
to perform seasonal planting and landscaping.
However, as they shopped from store to store to
purchase flowers, plants and shrubs, were they able
to determine what was the best value and were they
getting what they paid for? In today’s marketplace
there is a wide selection of plant containers in various
shapes and sizes. This makes it extremely difficult
for a consumer to take similar items and compare
them based just on the size and shape. Consumers
can make better buying decisions when the proper
labeling is affixed to each product.
In 2005, a complaint to a weights and measures
official from a grower in Pennsylvania ultimately led
the U.S. horticultural industry to acknowledge a need
to provide consumers with the required information
and what is needed to prevent unfair trade practices.
As a result of a collaborative effort, which included
growers, garden centers, several state weights
and measures programs and the NIST Office of
Weights and Measures, a voluntary set of guidelines
were published in an effort to improve container
measurements and labeling regulations.
The Uniform Packaging and Labeling
Regulations (UPLR) require that package labels
include a declaration of identity, net contents and a
responsibility statement.
The Declaration of Identity – The principal
display panel must declare the product identity. The
identity requires the specific or common name of the
product, the generic name or appropriate description,
such as “rose bush” or a more specific description,
for example, “sunshine rose bush.”
The Declaration of Responsibility – The purpose
of this requirement is to identify the responsible party,
which would be needed if the package does not
comply with the law. This requirement applies when

you have a package that is kept, offered or exposed
for sale, or sold at any place other than where it is
packed. The declaration of responsibility does not
apply if the product is offered for sale on the premises
where it is packaged. The label of the package will
have the name and address of the manufacturer,
packer or distributor. The name shall be the actual
corporate name, or when not incorporated, the name
under which business is conducted. The address
shall include the street address, city, state (or country
if outside the United States) and zip code. You may
only omit the street address if it is shown in the
current city or regional or telephone directory. This
information is not required to be displayed on the
principal display panel, but it must be conspicuous on
the package to enable the consumer to contact the
manufacturer directly.
The Declaration of Net Contents – The
declaration of net contents must appear on the
principal display panel. This declaration must
describe the contents in terms of weight, measure
or count. There are several methods that might be
used by the industry for this declaration. Historically
the method of sale for the container is volume (e.g.,
pint, quart and gallon.) Any net quantity statement
that does not permit price and quantity comparison is
forbidden. The declaration must be in both customary
and SI units.
For market packs (multi units/cell packs) that
are sometimes combined into a larger package (e.g.,
a “flat” that contains four packs) where units can
be separated and sold separately, the net contents
declaration on labeling or signage requires the count
and volume of units in each pack, not the flat. Each
pack would require a label/tag. Signage would need
to refer to the individual market packs and pack count
per flat with pricing by the flat.
page 30

New Members
continued
Continued from page 29
Charlotte E. Wiggins
1001 Bluebird Ln.
Rolla, MO 65401
(O) 573.341.7405
(H) 573.364.1908
chargardens@gmail.com
Jessica Yonker
Scripps Networks Interactive
9721 Sherrill Blvd.
Knoxville, TN 37923
(O) 865.560.4516
(H) 615.586.3373
jyonker@hgtv.com
http://www.hgtvgardens.com/
blog.hgtv.com/design/author/
jyonker/

Allied Trade
J Berry Nursery
ATTN: Jonathan Berry
201 PR 5180
Grand Saline, TX 75140
(O) 903.962.6590
(H) 903.363.8688
(F) 903.962.6541
jonathan@jberrynursery.com
www.jberrynursery.com

Herbanatur
ATTN: Marco Masanotti
212 de la Matamec
Terrebonne, QC J6W 6H3 Canada
(O) 450.964.8754
(H) 514.567.3480
marcomasanotti@herbanatur.com
www.herbanatur.com
Norseco
ATTN: Christian Chartrand
2914 Cure-Labelle Blvd.
Laval, QC H7P 5R9 Canada
(O) 514.332.2275
ccha@noresco.com
Van Wingerdern International
ATTN: John Jenkins
4112 Haywood Rd.
Mills River, NC 28759
(O) 828.891.4116
(H) 828.551.1469
kjenkins@vanwingerden-intl.com
Van Wingerdern International
ATTN: Robert Milks
4112 Haywood Rd.
Mills River, NC 28759
(O) 828.891.4116
rmilks@vanwingerden-intl.com

Additional information regarding the above
mentioned requirements can be found in the NIST
Handbook 130 – Uniform Laws and Regulations
in the Areas of Legal Metrology and Engine Fuel
Quality, Uniform Packaging and Labeling Regulations
(www.nist.gov/pml/owm).
For additional information please contact the
Laws and Metric staff at 301.975.4004.
*Reprinted from Weights & Measures Connection,
National Institute of Standards & Technology (NIST),
U.S. Department of Commerce, Gaithersburg, Md.,
with permission.
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Dates & Events
SEPTEMBER 8-10

Spoga+gafa, Cologne, Germany, the world’s
leading garden & leisure exhibition for the entire
garden industry. Complimentary visitor tickets are
available but must be secured prior to the show.
(www.spogagafa.com) When you have reached
the page to register and buy tickets, just enter the
code (SPOGA1267U) on the right side, then you’ll
get your free ticket. After entering the code, you’ll
have to follow some directions, accept the Terms
and Conditions and then finally order the ticket. After
registration, each guest will receive a personalized
ticket by email. The eTickets need to be printed
by the recipient (in letter size) and presented at
the entrance. Registration website: https://shop.
koelnmesse.de/kmesse/kmisa/b2c/index.jsp?langua
ge=en&exhibitionIntName=M20130080

September 10-12

The National Heirloom Exposition (“World’s Pure
Food Fair!”), Sonoma County Fairgrounds, Santa
Rosa, Calif. (theheirloomexpo.com)

September 14 – October 13
Floriade 2013, Commonwealth Park, Cranberra,
Australia. Theme: “Innovation: Inspiration for the
Nation” (www.floriadeaustralia.com/visitor-info)

SEPTEMBER 15-17

The Glee Show, NEC Birmingham, UK
(www.gleebirmingham.com)

September 18-19

CanWest Horticulture Show, West Bldg., Vancouver

Convention Centre, Vancouver, BC, Canada
(www.canwesthortshow.com)

SEPTEMBER 19-21

The 2013 Landscape Show (sponsored by
the Florida Nursery Growers and Landscape
Association), Orange County Convention Center,
Orlando, FL (www.fngla.org/thelandscapeshow/)

SEPTEMBER 19-21

America in Bloom Symposium & Awards Program
(in conjunction with The Landscape Show), Orlando,
FL (http://americainbloom.org/Symposium/2013Symposium-and-Awards.aspx)

OCTOBER 9-10

Canadian Greenhouse Conference, Niagara, Ontario
(www.canadiangreenhouseconference.com)

OCTOBER 23-24

Landscape Ontario’s EXPO: Garden & Floral Expo,
North Bldg., Toronto Congress Centre, Toronto, ON,
Canada (www.loexpo.ca; 800.265.5656 ext. 323)

OCTOBER 23-26

Communities in Bloom Awards & Symposium,
Fairmont Chateau Laurier, Ottawa, ON, Canada
(http://www.communitiesinbloom.ca/symposiumawards/2013-2/)

JANUARY 7-9, 2014

Landscape Ontario’s Congress Conference and
Trade Show, South Bldg., Toronto Congress Centre,
Toronto, ON, Canada (www.locongress.com)

page 31

JANUARY 8-10, 2014

MANTS (Mid-Atlantic Nursery Trade Show),
Baltimore Convention Center, Baltimore, MD
(www.mants.com)

JANUARY 21-22, 2014

NJ Plants Trade Show, New Jersey Convention
Center, Edison, NJ (www.njplantshow.com)

February 5-9, 2014

Northwest Flower & Garden Show, Washington State
Convention Center, Seattle, Wash.
(www.gardenshow.com)

February 5-7, 2014

New England Grows 2014, Boston Convention &
Exhibition Center (www.newenglandgrows.org)

FEBRUARY 8-16, 2014

The Great Big Home + Garden Show, I-X Center,
Cleveland, OH (http://www.greatbighomeandgarden.
com/GBHG/EventsHome.aspx)

March 15-23, 2014

Chicago Flower & Garden Show, Navy Pier,
Chicago, Ill. Theme: “Do Green. Do Good.”
(www.chicagoflower.com)

MARCH 14-23, 2014

Canada Blooms, Direct Energy Centre,
Exhibition Place, Toronto, ON, Canada
(www.canadablooms.com)
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