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GWA Media Awards
The winners of the GWA
Garden Media Award
Silver Awards of
Achievement have been
selected. The judging
teams chose the “best”
communications entries
from the 216 submissions
to the media awards
program. These awards will be
presented during the GWA Annual Awards Banquet
Oct. 15 in Tucson, Ariz. And, the Gold Media
Awards of Achievement, chosen from the Silver
Awards of Achievement, will be revealed.
Individual or collective achievement was
awarded to 37 pieces of work published in 2011.
Working in category teams (writing, photography,
etc.), judges reviewed every entry based upon
an objective point system evaluating information
accuracy, content, organization, style and originality.
Entries placing in the top 10% of this noncompetitive
scoring receive the Silver Award of Achievement and
become finalists for a Gold Award.
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Silver Awards of Achievement
WRITING
Writing — Magazine
Steve Bender, “Good Bones Make Great
Gardens,” Southern Living
Gene Bussell, “A Paperwhite Christmas,” Southern
Living
Therese Ciesinski, “Big Sky Country,” Organic
Gardening
Therese Ciesinski, “How We Grew,” Organic
Gardening
Rebecca Bull Reed, “Lush Life,” Southern Living
Wendy Tweten, “The VooDoo Garden: Good Help
is Hard to Find,” West Sound Home & Garden
Writing — Newspaper
Amanda McNulty, “Fatty, Fatty, two by four,” The
State
Amanda McNulty, “The Skinny on Trees in
Drought,” The State
Lynette L. Walther, “A Taste of the Tropics in
Maine,” The Herald Gazette
Kim Palmer, “Goodbye to Grass,” Star Tribune

Writing — Book, General Readership
William C. Welch & Greg Grant, Heirloom
Gardening in the South: Yesterday’s Plans for
Today’s Gardens, Texas A&M University Press
Rebecca Rupp, How Carrots Won the Trojan War,
Storey Publishing
Writing — Book, Technical/Reference
Sylvia Bernstein, Aquaponic Gardening: A Stepby-Step Guide to Growing Fish and Vegetables
Together, New Society Publisher
Michael Dirr, Dirr’s Encyclopedia of Trees and
Shrubs, Timber Press
Writing — Newsletter/Bulletin/Brochure
Daniel Mount, “The Story of Plants: Pumpkin,”
Northwest Horticultural Society
Diana K. Weiner, Backyard Natives Garden
Guide, Friends of High School Park
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Writing – Electronic Media
Helen Yoest, Moss Rocks Blog Writing: “The truth
about moss — dispelling moss myths;” “Making
moss terrariums — or not...;” “Knowing your
Acrocarp from your Pleurocarp”
Billy Goodnick, Sustainable Landscaping: Cool
Green Gardens, FineGardening.com
Karen Geisler, The Hortiholic, www.hortiholic.com
Irene Virag, Garden Grow Along/Northeast:
“Charms of Clivia;” “Beautiful Friendship;”
“Matchmaking in the Garden,” Lowes.com

PHOTOGRAPHY

ON-AIR TALENT
On-Air Talent — Radio
Tom Wichman, “Gardening in a Minute” radio
program, UF/IFAS Extension & WUFT-FM
On-Air Talent — Television
Joe Lamp’l, “Growing a Greener World,” National
Public Television

OVERALL PRODUCT
Overall Product — Magazine: Under 100k
American Horticultural Society, The
American Gardener, November 2011

Photography — Magazine
Rob Cardillo, “Cottage Done Right,” Country
Gardens

Overall Product — Magazine: Over 100k
Meredith Corporation, Country Gardens:
Summer 2011, Vol. 20, #3

Photography — Book
Robert Llewellyn, Seeing Trees, Timber Press

Overall Product — Newspaper Section
Dallas Morning News, “Special Focus: Spring
Gardening”

Photography — Cover
Lynn Karlin, Squash Blossoms, The Hook
Magazine, March/April 2011

Photography — Electronic Media
Rob Cardillo, www.robcardillo.com, Rob Cardillo
Photography

ILLUSTRATION
Illustration — Calendar
Randy Griffis, Garden Art Calendar 2012 Peaceful
Valley Farm & Garden Supply

GRAPHIC DESIGN
Graphic Design — Book
Patrick Nistler, Handmade Garden Projects,
Timber Press

Overall Product — Brochure
The Davey Tree Expert Company, The Davey
Guide

The tours for the upcoming GWA Annual Symposium in Tucson promise
to be very intriguing.
For information on the
full symposium program, visit http://www.
gardenwriters.org/gwa.
php?p=meetings/program.html.

Saturday — Central Tucson

We start our story tours with a round robin tour of
central Tucson sites. Judy Calvert’s front yard is a
rain-only xeriscape, but proceed past the Joesler
designed home, and enter the secluded backyard.
Tastefully tucked into the space are flowerbeds, water
gardens, koi ponds, a succulent wall, and areas for
relaxation as well as entertaining. Furthermore, the
garden is a NWF Registered Wildlife Habitat Garden.
At the Benedictine Sisters Monastery, we will
park in the shade under the solar array that provides
Photo courtesy of the Benedictine Sisters

Photography — Portfolio
Terence Roberts, “Night Gardens” photography
portfolio

Overall Product — Book, General Readership
McClelland & Stewart, The Untamed Garden

GWA Symposium Tours
Tucson, Ariz. — Oct. 12-15

Overall Product — Electronic Media
Meredith Corporation, Jaime Digs In, Better
Homes & Gardens

TRADE
Trade — Newsletter
Seed Savers Exchange, The Heritage Farm
Companion
Trade — Catalog
Seed Savers Exchange, Seed Savers Exchange
2012 Catalog of Heirloom & Open-Pollinated
Seeds, Books and Gifts
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Benedictine Sisters Monastery courtyard.
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Sunday — Central & West Tucson

The day starts with an early morning photo shoot at
the Tucson Botanical Gardens. This former gardener’s
home in central Tucson was elected by Reader’s
Digest as “The Best Secret Garden in America.” Set
in the heart of an urban area, the garden’s name is
plural because there are 16 uniquely different gardens
hidden away on the five-acre site.
Desert Survivors Native Plant Nursery is a nonprofit nursery and a well-functioning example of
horticulture therapy at work. The nursery provides
training and jobs for adults with disabilities while they
organically grow over 400 species of plants that are
native to within 500 miles of Tucson.
A hop, skip and a jump away from Desert
Survivors is where Tucson began. The O’odham
village of Chuk Son (O’odham for base of the black
hill) once stood where Tucson Origins Heritage

Park is now being created. In 1692, Father Kino
was invited by the natives to build a mission in their
village. These gardens feature heirloom plants from
the early Mission Era and the Timeline Gardens,
interpreting 4,000 years of Tucson gardening.

Monday — North-Central Tucson

A morning of round robin tours will take us to three
sites, finishing with all of us at Tohono Chul Park for
lunch. Make sure you wear your walking shoes!
Lorien and Dale Tersey’s land includes both
home and business gardens. The decades old adobe
house is surrounded by a typically Southwestern
walled yard, the space used as a year-round outdoor
room of the home. Behind their private yard, Lorien’s
DreamFlower Garden produces vegetables and
herbs as well as potted and landscape plants for
market, all on less than an acre, and in the middle of
urban Tucson.
Keith & Helga Zwickl have been nurturing their
garden for close to 30 years, and it now showcases
a number of mature specimens of native and exotic
succulents set out in beds reached by enchanting
paths. Rainfall of 0.1 inch will fill their water harvesting system.
The Desert Legume Program (DELEP)
recognizes that legumes are the most important
group of plants in human nutrition after the cereal
grains, and they are dedicated to conserving the
biodiversity of legumes of arid lands. Since 1989,
over 600 species have been evaluated and over
a dozen legumes have been introduced into the
landscape nursery trade.
Tohono Chul (O’odham for desert corner) Park
may be the only botanical garden in the world that
began life as the landscape around a bookstore. The
bookstore owners carved trails through their desert
corner, labeled the native plants, and welcomed
visitors. In 1988, it became a non-profit park, and
since then numerous gardens and interpretive
exhibits have been added.
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Tuesday Full Day — West of Tucson

The day starts at the most visited attraction in Tucson,
the Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum. (See page 11)
Mission San Xavier del Bac was founded in 1692
by Father Kino at the request of the O’odham villagers
of Bac (O’odham for place where the water appears).
There were once natural springs in the area, but with
the growth of Tucson, the springs dried up. Water
is now provided by wells and the Central Arizona
Project, which brings water from the Colorado River.
The San Xavier Cooperative Farm is a farm
committed to sustainable farming practices consistent
with O’odham culture. One emphasis is on the
traditional food crops to encourage the return to
a healthy diet for the O’odham. Other field and
cash crops currently help fund the farm operations.
Produce is sold at a store on site as well as in local
Farmers Markets.
Photo by Jacqueline A. Soule

nearly all the power the monastery needs. Stroll the
grounds to see date and citrus orchards, a newly
renovated Meditation Garden, and the sheltered
courtyards where herbs and tropicals, such as loquat
and avocado, flourish and bear fruit.
While at the Monastery, stop in at one of the 27
gardens of the Tucson Community Gardens. This
particular site offers a number of challenges to the
gardeners, and they have come up with some unique
solutions.
Alan Richards could have made adobe blocks
from his soil, but instead, he has created an
exuberant oasis of plants. Unique sculptures are
situated along paths leading to secluded seating
areas and outdoor rooms.
Tucson would not be complete for gardeners
without a stop at Native Seeds/SEARCH. Begun
30 years ago, they are now a leader in the heirloom
seed movement. Seeds are stored in a state-of-theart seed bank that includes over 1,800 varieties of
arid-land adapted agricultural crops, many of them
rare or endangered.

San Xavier Cooperative Farm.

Tuesday Half Day — West Tucson

Two private gardens designed by GWA members are
featured on this post-symposium tour. The final stop
of the day is the Environmental Research Laboratory,
a leader of environmental research and education
in arid regions with a focus on the application of
appropriate and sustainable technologies. The ERL
began life in 1968 as a think-tank that spawned
shrimp farms in Mexico, a display at EPCOT Center
and the agriculture system inside Biosphere 2.
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Presidents Message
Lately, I’ve been invoking the
saying, “it takes a village.”
To me, the phrase is my
shorthand description of that
interdependence we have with
other passionate, like-minded
colleagues and contacts in our
gardening world.
Blame it on the economy, on
shrinking staffs at media outlets where our stories
and images are published, or on the instant pace of
information sharing, but to me it seems like none of
us can claim individual success for any achievement.
If we are really honest with ourselves, we simply
have to acknowledge that we need help!
That help comes in many forms, not the least of
which are gestures by kindred spirits who “get” any
one of our personal obsessions about a particular
story or subject. They are the ones who lend support,
selflessly going out of their way to make important
connections and introductions.
Our worlds spin more smoothly because of that
bridge-building. Time and again, when photographer
David Perry and I were on our own quixotic journey
to tell the story of the slow-flower movement,
including profiles of domestic flower farmers and ecoconscious floral designers, we learned these truths:
Ask for help. Receive it graciously. Reciprocate when
possible.
While on our (seemingly endless) quest to
create The 50 Mile Bouquet, we hit many dead ends,
including an agent who David jokingly called an
“agnostic”; numerous publishers who (we suspect)
never even read our proposal before they dismissed
our concept as “too-fringe”; and even worse, our
own doubts and fears. But over the course of four
years, just when we needed it, someone crossed our
paths with an open hand. We started to embrace that
“village” part of our story-gathering process. You all
know who you are, and we thank you!

Beyond our GWA colleagues, we relied on
countless flower farmers working 16-hour days who
took the time to meet us at dawn and tour us through
their fields (then feed us and share a steaming
mug of caffeine). Similarly, we met floral designers
who patiently shared their trade secrets and then
introduced us to other designers they admired –
obvious competitors. We haven’t even added up the
total number of our “village members,” but suffice it
to say that when it came time to send out thank-you
notes with copies of our book, we signed more than
50 books filled with gratitude.
Without those connections, we could not have
created our project. It took that village. I think fondly
of my personal friends and fellow design-lovers,
and I hope I can help them achieve their creative
and professional goals much as they have helped
me. And when someone is unable to help, due
to an editor who’s not interested or simply due to
being overwhelmed with other life demands, I try to
graciously accept the answer “no.”
Make a list of your supportive “village” members.
As photographers and garden scouts, we should
stop to thank the homeowners, nurseries and public
gardens who allow us into their private worlds so
we can capture them visually and in words. As
writers, we need to thank sources and hard-working
publicists, especially those who return our phone
calls and willingly schedule interviews (and later let
us fact-check plant IDs).
We’re all on this path of interdependency. As
much as I adore the plants, gardens, homes and
interiors I write about, I have to admit that those are
inanimate objects. It’s the people who make this
journey unforgettable.
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Electronic Media and the Garden Writer
By Julie Moir Messervy

It is evident from the plethora of great gardening
blogs that there are few garden writers who don’t
appreciate the advantages of using electronic media
to supplement and complement traditional writing.
Many of us use Facebook and Twitter to keep in
touch with our readers. We swap names of favorite
gardening apps to put on our smartphones. We
navigate the social media waters with flexibility,
laying down new neural pathways in our brains as
we master all these new technologies.
Yet the waters remain rough, and it can be as
difficult to keep up with swift technological advances
as it is to determine which are going to stick around
and are, therefore, worth committing to. Print
publishers know that they must begin to ePublish —
or risk perishing — but many do not have the deep
pockets to confront a seismic shift of this magnitude
without enormous risk.
Traditionally, the books we write are beautiful
objects that people want to display on their coffee
tables. Before iPads, it was hard to imagine how they
would translate to eBooks. Increasingly, however, our
audience — readers who love gardens — are turning
to the Internet for information, downloading apps and
even venturing out into the landscape with trowel in
one hand and iPad in the other.
My team and I at Julie Moir Messervy Design
Studio (JMMDS) decided to paddle out to meet
the waves. I’m gambling, and finding, that the most
exciting and rewarding ventures are those out there
where the water is rough and uncharted. In the past
two years I have begun using technology in ways
I never could have imagined. Admittedly, the costs
(literal) have been great, but so have the results.
Even though my base business is full-service
residential and institutional design, I continue to help
average homeowners (who might not otherwise
be able to afford our services) design their own
landscapes. My book Home Outside (Taunton

Press, 2009), lays out
an easy-to-follow, sixstep method; in the
past two years, I’ve
translated the book’s
principles into an online
design service and an
iPhone app. Our online
service enables the
average homeowner to
submit measurements
and descriptions of
their property and receive in return two conceptual
designs by designers at my studio, for a fraction of
the cost of traditional design. In addition, we are able
to serve clients anywhere in the world.
We designed an online workbook that walks
the homeowner through the measuring and
documenting process and lets him or her share
aesthetic preferences and plans for the space. We
have created a dedicated website for the service.
The entire process from payment through workbook
submission is automated, but we worked hard to
make it friendly and accessible as well. After we send
the designs, we follow up with a phone consultation
to make sure the customer understands everything
and to discuss the next steps.
During the first year after we released
homeoutside® (we considered it a “beta” version); we
did no advertising, only worked to refine and perfect
the service. Still, one shelter magazine happened
to give the service a brief mention, and customers
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began to find their way to us and were unanimously
delighted with the results. We have now rolled out the
“final” version.
I put quotation marks around that “final” because
things take on a life of their own, and nothing should
be considered final. Already we have discovered that
new ventures lead to new opportunities. When one
homeoutside customer said that he was going to sell
his house and didn’t really care if we considered his
aesthetic preferences, a new idea was born: an even
more streamlined, and inexpensive, version of the
service. Our spin-off service, Curb Appeal, has now
gone live.
We also could not have anticipated that other
designers would want to participate. We assumed
that we would have imitators; the process, however,
is not easy or cheap to reproduce. We were
surprised when a publicist approached us to ask if
we would consider licensing the online service to
other landscape designers. The thought had never
occurred to us, but the possibility was exciting. It
represented new avenues for introducing our service
to potential customers, while also leavening our
design capabilities with the talents and experience of
other designers.
Meanwhile, we were also engaged in another
huge endeavor: creating a landscape design app
for the iPhone and iPad. Little did I know that
what began as a chance meeting with a software
developer at a cocktail party would become, little
more than a year later, a growing family of apps. We
began with the Home Outside Design (HOD) app,
which featured the beautiful hand-drawn landscape
elements of my designer, Bethany Gracia, who also
created the line drawings for Home Outside. Users
could arrange elements on the screen to mock up
their home landscape or create a dreamscape. A
simple yet elegant idea, and a difficult and involved
process, fraught with risk! The investment was
entirely my own and my app developer’s, which was
terrifying.

Success didn’t come instantly. Our app was
many months in development. When we first
released it in the iTunes App Store, HOD was a
featured app, a distinction chosen for relatively few
of the hundreds of new apps that are released each

day. Sales were low, but steady. User comments
ranged from very enthusiastic to harshly critical; part
of the process is inuring oneself to tough reviews.
Some users, feeling safe in their anonymity, could
be vitriolic, and often just wrong! They criticized the
app for not having features that it did in fact have, or
complained that it didn’t do something that we had
never claimed it could do. Some of these we learned
to just take in stride, while others showed us how
we could improve our Help screens or FAQs, so that
users could more easily figure out how to use our
app. A number of commenters all asked for the same
feature, a “resize” feature that would let users change
the size of elements. It was something we’d always
intended to add, but their comments let us know that
it needed to happen sooner
rather than later!
As with the service,
there were pleasant
surprises. A landscape
designer told us that he
used the app to “sketch”
ideas to show clients.
Vegetable gardeners asked
for their own version. My
own growing commitment to
using native plants inspired
an idea for a native plant
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app. And we had never imagined that our app would
be a huge hit with children, who began sending us
their designs and requesting the addition of elements
such as castles, pirate ships and bunny rabbits.
Accordingly, we now have more apps in the works.
The original app is now called homeoutside Palette,
soon to be joined by Play, Patch and Plants.
Thanks to Google and other search engines, and
to the nature of online exploration, where one click
leads to another and then another, there’s a crosspollination effect among all our endeavors. Readers
buy my books and then subscribe to our blog. People
buy the iPhone app and then inquire about the online
design service. Reporters call for an interview about
my books and then want to learn more about the
service and the app. Every way that we put ourselves
out into the world can bring more attention to the
other work we do.
Using electronic media can be frightening.
We risk our privacy, our financial security and our
reputations. It is, however, exhilarating. Moreover, in
these times of rapid change, it may be the best way
to thrive.
Julie Moir Messervy is a noted lecturer, author of
six books, and principal of Julie Moir Messervy Design
Studio in Saxtons River, Vt. JMMDS offers full-service
residential and institutional design services, as well
as the homeoutside online design service. If you are
interested in reviewing the homeoutside Palette app
for iPhone and iPad, please contact us for a free copy.

Note: The Apr. 4 New York Times “Home” section
included an excellent “roundup” of gardening apps.
Julie’s app is on the list, but there are others also featured. (http://www.nytimes.com/2012/04/05/garden/
new-gardening-apps.html?_r=1&ref=garden)
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Executive Director’s Report
THE BIG NEWS this
month is that GWA is
moving from Manassas, Va., to Shallowater,
Texas. Relocating to the
center of the country
will reduce travel time,
increase our availability
to members on the west
coast, reduce our cost
of doing business and
increase our ability to
expand operations in a less expensive labor market.
Nearby Texas Tech University offers a 30,000 student
body we will tap for student interns to help bring
young ideas and energy into our programs.
Our departure from Manassas is scheduled for
June 15 with all our materials and equipment in
transit for three to five days. Allowing a few days for
unloading and setup, we should be back in operation
on Monday, June 25. Our new address and contact
numbers are:
Garden Writers Association
7809 FM 179
Shallowater, TX 79363
TEL: 806.832.1870
Fax: 806.832.5244
This is a great opportunity we have been working
toward for several years, and we are very excited the
time has finally come. We apologize for any inconvenience caused by the logistics of our move and will
do our best to be operational as quickly as possible.
We will be monitoring e-mail during the transition but
may be limited in what we can do given everything is
in transit.

Regional Meetings

Congratulations to our Regional Directors for their
exceptional efforts this year in creating regional
events. Between January and August this year, we
will have 12 regional meetings spread across our

seven regions. Look for meetings in June and August
on our website.

GWA Task Forces

The Sustainability TF continues to produce information for Q&T articles and is taking a major role in the
symposium program in Tucson this October. Look for
more from this active group in the next few months.
The Long-Range Planning TF has concluded its
major effort with the Board’s adoption of the 20122015 Long-Range Plan. Now the TF will be involved
in monitoring the results.
The Special Interest Groups TF (SIG) is actively
working on plans for a pilot SIG to launch at the
symposium. Watch for a major announcement on this
project later this summer. This will be a significant
event in the history of the GWA, and we expect it to
launch the next major expansion of new members
and program activities for the future.
The Nominations TF is seeking candidates for
Regional Directors, all regions, and National Directors
representing Regions IV and VII. If you have an interest in participating in the leadership of the GWA or
know someone who does, please contact Veronica
Sliva (vsliva@rogers.com) by June 25.
A big THANK YOU goes to all our task force
chairs and members who are working so hard for the
benefit of all members.

2012 Symposium & Workshop

Program Chair Larry Hodgson and Local Arrangements Subcommittee Chair Jacqueline Soule
have been working diligently to assemble a great national symposium in Tucson, Ariz., this October. Our
program schedule and speaker bios were recently
posted on the GWA website. We are still pounding
out a few details; so, the registration form has yet
to be published. We should have everything locked
down in a few weeks and the registration process
will begin the first week of July. In the meantime,
page 7

look at the program and our special post-symposium
workshop on the business of photography being lead
by Andrew Buchanan. This is an outstanding program
you won’t want to miss.
There are many great and wonderful things happening in GWA and we invite you to join us in Tucson
for THE meeting of the year.

Robert C. LaGasse
Executive Director

Helping Us Grow
One New Member
Cathy Wilkinson Barash
Susan M. Betz
Kirk R. Brown
Marie M. Butler
Lynn Bycznski
Linda Chalker-Scott
Nan K. Chase
Kate Copsey
Ronald J. Elardo
Sandy L. Feather
Maree Gaetani
Kathy Huber
Randy Hunter
Karen Kemp Docksteader
Lorene Edwards Forkner
Sandy Feather
Jennifer Koester
Peggy Anne Montgomery
Melinda Myers
Dee Nash
Ilona Ontschenki
Lesley R. Parness

Pam S. Penick
April Ping
Rich Pomerantz
Walter Reeves
Debbie Robertson
Carolyn Roof
Felder Rushing
Karen Schindelhauer
Lawrence Sherk
Amy Sitze
Veronica Sliva
Johnette Taylor
Frances Tenenbaum
Peg Tillery
Richard Tracy
Mark Turner
William Welch
Mary Wilhite
Colleen Zacharias
Two New Members
Rosalind Creasy
Jeff Lowenfels
Carol Michel
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Washington & Idaho
By Pat Munts

Eastern Washington and Northern Idaho grow some
of the best tree fruit, wheat and lentils in the world.
It isn’t surprising that gardeners here also know how
to coax a lot of good produce and fruit out of a short
growing season. It’s a place where self reliance is still
important.
That spirit of self reliance has a very generous
side. Everyone knows someone who could use
some help and farmers and gardeners alike have
stepped up time and time again to give back to their
communities. Even folks who use the food bank give
back extra produce if they happen to grow more than
they can use.
As a result, in 2011, gardeners and farmers in
Spokane, the Tri-Cities of Richland, Kennewick and
Pasco, and the seven counties of North Idaho grew
or gleaned 287,067 pounds of fresh, locally grown
food and donated it to their neighbors through the
Plant A Row for the Hungry program. This earned the
region the distinction of giving the largest donation
for 2011 and, for the first time ever, put the PAR
program’s yearly donation total over the 2 million
pound mark.

Plant A Row has been a part of Spokane’s
garden scene for over 10 years. In 2009, Second
Harvest Inland Northwest, the region’s food bank
warehouse network, and the Farmers Insurance
Group stepped up to give the program more energy.
They took it to the Tri-Cities and Northern Idaho. In
2010, Rotary First Harvest and the Spokane Rotary
West Club helped bring AmeriCorps VISTA volunteer
Keith Burgeson to Second Harvest to coordinate
gleaning programs and expand the promotion of the
Plant A Row program.
In 2011, Fields of Grace volunteers in the
Tri-Cities area gleaned fruit and vegetables from
fields and orchards in the lower Columbia Valley
and donated 90,000 pounds to Second Harvest
there. Around Spokane, farms like A.C. Starr in the
Spokane Valley and Siemers on Green Bluff allowed
gleaners to come in and pick produce. Rotary Home
Harvest helped organize a massive gleaning project
with the Green Bluff Growers that harvested 30,000
pounds of apples at the end of the season. Backyard
gardeners in Spokane raised and donated an
additional 65,000 pounds to food banks around the
county.
In North Idaho, Burgeson teamed up with
Miranda Hamilton, a nutrition advisor with University
of Idaho Extension to take the PAR program into
the seven most northern counties of Idaho where
backyard gardeners donated over 30,000 pounds in
spite of one of the wettest and coldest summers on
record.
Burgeson said that being able to create the
networks of volunteers and then keeping them
informed about what was happening was a big
key to the success of the project. He and Hamilton
offered classes in the spring on how to start a
garden and sought out gleaning opportunities. Last
fall he contacted seed companies asking for seed
donations. By early February he had nearly 2,000
pounds of seed in 50 pound bags donated. Second
Harvest volunteers packaged them in smaller
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Keith Burgeson and Miranda Hamilton were signing up
volunteers at an event in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho early this
winter.

quantities and Burgeson worked with the WSU
Spokane County Extension Small Farms Program
coordinator and GWA Regional Director Pat Munts
to distribute the seed to home and community
gardeners and farmers willing to donate back their
harvest.
As we start the 2012 growing season both
Burgeson and Hamilton are lining up their volunteers
and handing out seed. The weather is supposed to be
better this year. So it looks like it’s going to be a good
year for the folks here who need a little extra help.

Do You Want to Own A Newsletter?
Due to ill health, Tom Powell, editor and publisher
of The Avant Gardener, is no longer able to publish
this newsletter, now in its 45th year. Mr. Powell would
like to see it continue, and is offering to give it to any
individual or group. The newsletter has been profitable since its inception in 1968.
Anyone interested should contact:
Tom Powell, P.O. Box 489, New York, NY 10028
or call 212.288.1995.
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Regional Meetings
The following regional meetings are scheduled for 2012. Additional information will be posted
online at www.gardenwriters.org and in future issues of the Quill & Trowel newsletter.

Region 1

Region 5
Friday, June 22

Friday, June 29 — Madison, Wis.

English Gardens & Organic Practices
in Litchfield County
Bethlehem & Washington, Conn.

“From Classic to Cutting Edge”
Registration fee: $35/person (GWA member/spouse);
$40/person (Non-member)

Registration fee: $35/person
(GWA member/spouse);

Non-member fee: $50/person

Registration ends: June 15
Enjoy a day of garden tours in Connecticut. Visit the
Bellamy-Ferriday House & Garden for tours. Bill Duesing,
Northeast Organic Farmers Association, will talk on the
Hollister House photo courtesy
Organic Landcare Professional Accreditation Program.
of Rich Pomerantz Photography
Lunch will follow. Then, we travel to Cynthia Rabinowitz’
Permaculture Garden (Bethleham), Hollister House (Washington) and Brush Hill
Gardens for afternoon tours.
Register on the GWA website: Region I registration

Friday, August 10
Coastal Gardens of Maine — Boothbay, Maine

Olbrich Botanical Gardens (olbrich.org), Allen Centennial
Gardens (allencentennialgardens.org), West Madison
Agriculture Research Plant Trial Gardens (cals.wisc.edu/westmad/garden/index.html)
and Epic Systems (officesnapshots.com/2010/02/01/epic-systems-corp-intergalactic-hq/)
will host GWA members for an exciting Region V regional meeting throughout Madison,
Wis. The fun and informative day will feature a presentation by Roy Diblik of Northwest
Perennial Farm, described by the Chicago Tribune as “one of the most original,
sophisticated and influential plantsmen in the Midwest.”
      Enjoy a garden lunch sponsored by Dramm and a unique opportunity for hands-on
product testing. Don’t miss this meeting that is sure to inspire traditional and cutting-edge
story ideas. A special thanks goes to Ed Lyon and Peggy Hendershot for putting
together this outstanding program. (Other region members are always welcome.)
Contact: Linda Nitchman (paradisegardener@hotmail.com or 618.593.2112)

Registration fee: $35/person (GWA member/spouse);
Non-member fee: $45/person (after July 7, $40m & $50nm)

Registration ends: July 28
Our visit to the Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens (CMBG) will have many wonderful optional destinations suggested for those who want to come early and/or stay
longer. Bill Cullina, executive director of CMBG, will lecture on the plants and
developments of the Gardens. The CMBG offers spectacular displays including a
kitchen garden, rose and perennial gardens, meditation garden, garden of the five
senses, a children’s garden, native gardens, woodland, and other plantings too
numerous to mention.
Register online: Region I Maine registration

SAVE THE DATE — Tuesday, August 21
Independent Garden Center Show, Chicago, Ill.
The day begins with a “Welcome/Maximizing Social Media at IGC” by Clint Albin and
Brenda Haus. Melinda Myers will present “Building Your Speaking Business.” Enjoy
a guided tour of the show floor before the opening.
The GWA Region V business meeting will be held during lunch. Corey Bordine,
IGC keynote speaker, will present the session “It isn’t really that hard, or is it? Animals
get it — you need to!”
The afternoon includes a session by Jere Gettle (Baker Creek Seed) on “Growing A Seed Company.” Then enjoy the door prize drawings and networking.
Contact: Linda Nitchman (paradisegardener@hotmail.com or 618.593.2112)
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quill & Trowel newsletter

No. 3

JUNE 2012

Nine Evaluation of Writing Tips
By Doug Green

I got a note asking me to explain some of the
important measurements I use when I talk about
“running the numbers” on my websites and/or
book sales. The examples I’m going to use here
are all from my own experiences and as the usual
disclaimer states, “Your results may vary.”

The Most Important Site Stat

I run two different stats packages on my seven sites.
There’s a server log taking measurements directly
from the main server giving me traffic details and I
have Google’s Analytics installed giving me page
use and Adsense results per page in a more detailed
analysis.
But here’s the deal, I rarely use the Google stats
because I’m focused on two specific measurements.
And no, I really don’t track daily site traffic. There
are too many reasons why site traffic goes down
from day to day (the main one being it’s Tuesday —
don’t ask me, I just report the numbers). I do check
monthly totals against previous months and against
year-ago, same-month stats to see how I’m doing in
the yearly pattern and in a yearly growth curve.
The most important stat though is the page per

visitor stat. How many pages is the average visitor
using before they leave the site? This stat correlates
strongly with Google rankings and the subsequent
search results and traffic. The more pages a visitor
uses, the longer they’re on the site, the more Google
thinks the site is a “good one” because of the visitor
behavior. This particular measurement has always
been important, but now, after the Panda algorithm
changes (the change in the Google search system
to eliminate spam-content farms such as e-how from
the rankings), visitor behavior is critical as it is one
thing that’s hard to “game” — unlike inbound links
and other factors.
Many of your sites have seen traffic changes
over the past year as Google has unrolled various
iterations of Panda, sometimes up and sometimes
down, but Google’s intent is clear, and that is to
reward sites that put the reader first and provide
good content. In the last iteration, I had two sites that
had traffic reduced while the other five have survived
quite nicely. (Traffic has doubled on those five sites
in the past year because of some visitor changes
I’m making.) Analysis of those sites was done, and
frankly, Google and my visitors were right; I could
do a better job. The rebuilding continues across
my sites with an emphasis on these two underperformers.

Your Site
Targets

ColorPoint™
Cutting Tools

ColorWear
Garden Apron
™

2012 Products are Here!

contact Jessica Reinhardt for information:
jreinhardt@dramm.com

Professional Quality for Life

In short, my reading
seems to indicate if your
average visitor is using
less than 2.2 pages per
visit, you’re in Google’s
crosshairs and can be
whacked at any moment.
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Average, according to Google Analytics, is 2.2 pages
to 3 pages and above 3.5 and you should be fine. My
two troubled sites were in that 2.0 to 3.0 zone while
the rest of the sites are comfortably over 4.5.
If your readers are happy, Google is going to be
happy.

Evaluating Reader
Response on Amazon

I’m still learning about Amazon, so I decided to run
some trials to evaluate my social media impact. The
baseline was set by offering all 25,000 of my readers
(main newsletter, sites blogs, seminar newsletter
and Facebook author page) the same eBook for
free, “if” they’d do a review for me. The number
of free downloads and reviews were totaled and
percentages of downloads against total notices and
reviews against downloads were established.
I then separated out the offers, making the same
offer of a free download for a review to each of my
groups separately, so only one got it. Yes, there’s
overlap in the groups, but I didn’t take this into
account on this kind of initial test. The results of each
group were tallied in the same way as the initial test
to see which social group responded better.

Marketing & Not Networking

At this point, I have to make it clear that I consider
what I’m doing with the groups to be marketing and
not networking. In my mind then, the question is how
did each group respond to the calls to action? In a
general way I can say I was shocked at the response
to writing a review after the free download, the review
rate was less than half a percent for all groups. My
response to this is that I’m either not very good at
Continued on page 11
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social media, my readers can’t do a two-step action
(read-review), that “free” has no value and thus
there’s no compulsion to respond-review, or that
social media itself is highly over-rated; or, possibly
some combination of the three.

Tuesday, Oct. 16, Tucson, Ariz. — The ArizonaSonora Desert Museum, shortened to ASDM
or THE Desert Museum by locals, is one of the
most visited attractions in the Tucson area. With
close to 100 acres, this living museum combines
the attractions of a zoo, museum and botanical
garden. The focus is the
plants, animals and unique
geology of the Sonoran
Desert region. ASDM was
a pioneer in the creation of
naturalistic enclosures for
its animals, so much so that
published images of animals
in its collection have been
mistaken for shots taken in
the wild.
The walk-in
Hummingbird Aviary is not
The fairy duster (Calliandra
to be missed! And on the
eriophylla) is a lovely
native shrub often covered
way there, the Pollination
with butterflies and other
Gardens are a series of
pollinators.
exhibits about the pollinators
of the region, including the bats that pollinate our
official state wildflower, birds, native bees, butterflies
and other creatures that pollinate and rely on the
plants of the Sonoran desert region (which includes
alpine zones!). The Demonstration Gardens show
off for visitors and landscape designers alike how
vast the plant palette can be and how much one can
accomplish in the landscape with only native plants.
And that is just a few of the things to engage you
at ASDM. You can also spelunk in the cave, stroll
through the riparian habitat and view the Raptor
Free-Flight program.
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The Water Village at the Environmental Research Laboratory is
also on the post-conference tours, and demonstrates various
ways everyone on Earth can all save water.

Here are some
numbers for folks
that appreciate
them. Collections
include 2,744 animals (representing
320 vertebrate and
invertebrate taxa);
1,217 cataloged
ASDM was a pioneer in creating animal
habitats that appear to be natural.
plant taxa (an
estimated 72,000
plants are found on the grounds); and 14,482 rock
and mineral specimens (including 2,068 fossils). More
than 175 of the plants and animals in the collection
are of conservation concern in the Sonoran Desert
region.
With so much to see, ASDM has been given the
slot of a post-symposium tour. The tour optionally
has a behind-the-scenes tour of the ASDM Plant
Department. Please do plan on staying one extra
day for this very special site that just could not be
squeezed into any day of the symposium itself.
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Photo by Jacqueline A. Soule

Doug Green, a GWA Award of Excellence for Writing
winner and 25-year nursery veteran, writes for his
own websites, now one of the largest on the Net,
delivering a variety of content. Doug’s aim is to be
independently wealthy as a garden writer and help
beginning gardeners.

By Jacqueline A. Soule

Photo by Jacqueline A. Soule

I then decided to test out the value-hypothesis,
that readers responded best when they valued the
download more. Instead of a freebie, I launched a
price reduction test — making the offer of a reduced
price for a review (from $2.99 to $0.99). This
generated a 3% review rate of those who accepted
the offer. In my mind then, free has no value and
doesn’t generate much of a response while a price
reduction holds the eBook value and creates a
social-obligation to respond.
If you think about it for a moment, what you’re
doing on your websites and what you’re doing with
eBook sales is the same thing. The objective is
to create something a reader will value, use and
respond to in a positive manner. And, you can
measure these things on both your websites and in
your eBook sales using simple tools. As you might
expect, a great many questions remain. How does
an unknown writer break into Amazon sales? How
does non-fiction compare to fiction? How do you
coordinate all the e-publishers on pricing and sales
details? Does advertising on your website drive traffic
to the publishing pages? Does a blog generate as
many sales as a website?
There are indeed a lot of questions, but those
are the two main ways I evaluate what I’m doing —
reader use and reader response — and you can do
the same.

GWA Post Symposium Destination
Photo by Jacqueline A. Soule

Value Hypothesis

The Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum

Sustainability

Resources:
Articles on alternative plants for invasive plants.

Change Your (Plant) Partners
Swap invasive plant pests for well-behaved plant pals
By Debra Knapke

Invasive is a word that many use to describe the
plants that overrun our constructed and natural
landscapes. Plants, by their nature, multiply in order
to ensure their survival as a species. But what is
the difference between a vigorous groundcover or
colonizing shrub and an invasive plant?

Invasive plants are characterized by all or most
of these traits: They:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

grow fast,
adapt to a wide range of conditions,
are deeply and firmly rooted,
have an allelopathic action on other plants,
make thousands of seeds that are easily
dispersed,
can grow from a tiny piece of root,
are difficult to kill, and most importantly,
out-compete other plants and degrade
native habitat.

Unfortunately, many plants have been called
invasive that really belong more in the “this is a pain
to get rid of, but it can be done” category. Think
of mint (Mentha spp.) or sweet woodruff (Galium
odoratum). Yes, they spread, but they are shallowly
rooted and can be edited from a garden quite easily.
The three most significant traits of invasive plants

are competitiveness, habitat degradation, and
difficult-to-kill. Think purple loosestrife, wintercreeper
euonymus, or water hyacinth.

What We Can Do

Fighting the spread of invasive plants is an ongoing
task not only for gardeners, but also for state, federal,
and international agencies and conservation groups.
While eradication of invasive plants and restoration
of ravaged habitats is the primary goal of these
groups, the critical first step is educating the public.
This is where GWA members can play a major role.
When we put the invasive plant issue, together
with native and non-native alternatives, front and
center before our readers, listeners and viewers, we
support everyone’s efforts to restore balance to the
ecosystem.
It isn’t feasible here to mention all of the
plants that are listed as invasive in North America.
Moreover, a plant that is invasive in Georgia (e.g.
Japanese bloodgrass or kudzu) may not be invasive
in Arizona. Region can be a determining factor. For
example, tamarisk has invaded the river systems of
the Western U.S., but east of the Mississippi it has
not naturalized as destructively. This is important to
keep in mind as we compose articles, speak on radio
and television programs, or design landscapes.
Continued on page 13
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— Dr. Leonard Perry, University of Vermont
http://perrysperennials.info/articleS.htm
— Canadian Botanical Conservation Network Invasive Plant Lists http://archive.rbg.ca/cbcn/en/
projects/invasives/i_list.html
— Going Native: Biodiversity in Our Own Backyards
edited by Janet Marinelli; Brooklyn Botanic Garden
All-Region Guides (Brooklyn Botanic Garden, Inc.,
1994)
— Invasive Plants and Noxious Weeds State
and Federal Lists posted on the USDA Plants
Database http://plants.usda.gov/java
noxComposite?stateRpt=yes
— Native Alternatives to Invasive Plants, by C.
Colston Burrell; Brooklyn Botanic Garden All-Region
Guides (Brooklyn Botanic Garden, Inc., 2006)
Plant Conservation Alliance’s Alien Plant
Working Group Factsheets.
http://www.nps.gov/plants/alien/index.htm
Note: The Sustainability Task Force is preparing a
resource guide, which will contain a more complete
list of invasive plants.
Debra Knapke is a teacher, lecturer, garden
designer, photographer and gardener. She battles
garlic mustard and wintercreeper euonymus yearly
on her 2/3 acre garden in Columbus, Ohio, and
routinely gets on her soapbox about caring for the
Earth as we garden and live our lives. She is the coauthor of five books and is a Heartland Gardener:
www.heartland-gardening.com.
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Information Is Easy to Find

Consult local conservation groups, botanic gardens
or your state Division of Natural Resources to find out
which plants are on the invasive list and which are on
the watch list. As C. Colston Burrell, author of Native
Alternatives to Invasive Plants states, “We really
need to take a hard look at some of the potentially
invasive plants that we are now using as ornamental
plants, such as Chinese elm, that are showing up in
native ecosystems as adult flowering and seeding
plants.”
The ongoing effort to eradicate invasive plants
might be compared to the labors of Sisyphus.
The bottom line: Encourage your audience not to
purchase them, to remove them if they are already
planted, and to choose wisely when creating the
garden of their dreams. According to Burrell, “The
best alternative is one that mimics some desired
characteristic of the invasive plant, such as flower or
fruit color.”
Here are some “poster children” of the invasive
plant world. Each is followed by a few well-behaved
alternatives. Be sure to check that the alternatives
are suitable for your area.

Purple loosestrife – (Lythrum salicaria and its
hybrids), ornamental introduced in early 1800s.
swamp milkweed, (Asclepias incarnata), purple
coneflowers (Echinacea spp.), blazing stars
(Liatris spicata, L. pilosa, L. ligulistylis)

spicebush (Lindera benzoin), white cedar (Thuja
occidentalis)

Japanese barberry (Berberis thunbergii); listed as
invasive in 20 states; still used in the landscape.
chokeberries (Aronia), common ninebark
(Physocarpus opulifolius), weigela (Weigela
floribunda cultivars), winterberry holly (Ilex
verticillata)

Aquatic Plants

Water hyacinth – (Eichornia crassipes)
yellow water lily, American white waterlily
(Nymphaea mexicana, N. odorata), pickerelweed
(Pontederia cordata)

Non-native shrub honeysuckles – (Lonicera
maackii, L. morrowii, L. tatarica), etc., imported
as ornamentals and for soil erosion control,
group listed as invasive in 46 states; some still
used in the landscape.
shrub dogwoods, spicebush, sweetshrub
(Calycanthus floridus)

Vines and Groundcovers

Japanese wisteria – (Wisteria floribunda), listed
as invasive in the Northeast, Mid-Atlantic and
the Southeast US.
American wisteria (Wisteria frutescens),
Kentucky wisteria (W. macrostachya).

Grasses and Perennials

Porcelainberry – (Ampelopsis brevipedunculata),
ornamental introduced in the 1870s, still used in
the landscape; listed as invasive in 12 states.
leatherflower (Clematis viorna), Carolina jasmine
(Gelsemium sempervirens), Virginia creeper
(Parthenocissus quinquefolia), wild honeysuckle
(Lonicera dioica), and virgin’s bower (Clematis
virginiana)

Common reed grass - Phragmites australis,
hard to distinguish from native species;
probably crossed with U.S. native strains.
Indian grass (Sorghastrum nutans), big bluestem
(Andropogon gerardii), and prairie cordgrass
(Spartina pectinata)

Trees and Shrubs

Autumn-olive, Russian olive – (Elaeagnus
umbellata, E. angustifolia), introduced in the late
1800s as ornamentals.
strawberry bush (Euonymus americanus),
wax-myrtle, bayberry (Morella cerifera, M.
pensylvanica), viburnums (Viburnum prunifolium,
V. lentago), shrub dogwoods (Cornus racemosa,
C. amomum), pawpaw (Asimina triloba),
serviceberries (Amelanchier spp.)
Common buckthorn, European buckthorn –
(Rhamnus cathartica, R. frangula)
winterberry (Ilex verticillata), dogwoods,

Wintercreeper euonymus – (Euonymus fortunei),
ornamental introduced in 1907; still used in the
landscape. Select alternative based on intended use
as groundcover or vine.
bearberry (Arctostaphylos uva-ursi),trumpet
creeper (Campsis radicans), crossvine (Bignonia
capreolata), trumpet honeysuckle (Lonicera
sempervirens), American bittersweet (Celastrus
scandens), and American wisteria (Wisteria
frutescens).
Two alternatives for purple loosestrife are: left, blazing star (Liatris
ligulistylis) and right, spike gayfeather (Liatris spicata). Photos Courtesy of Debra Knapke.
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Note: U.S. natives trumpet creeper, crossvine and
American bittersweet are very vigorous vines.
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Photographer’s Corner
1

Passion or Foolishness?
By Mark Turner

“Won’t it be wonderful to see your book in every
bookstore you visit? You must be excited!” That’s
what many of my friends and peers say when they
learn I’m photographing my third book.
The hard reality is that I have some doubts in
my mind about whether it was a good idea to take
on another project of such magnitude. Yes, it’s a
tremendous ego boost to have the satisfaction
of completing a book that should do well in the
marketplace. But the time and effort required might
far outweigh any financial reward I’ll receive.
Becoming a published book author and/or
photographer is a major goal for a lot of writers and
photographers. The book I’m working on is a regional
field guide to trees and shrubs, covering all of the
Pacific Northwest. Most photographers would feel
fortunate to have been asked by a publisher to create
a book, but I think anyone considering jumping into
this venture has to think critically about why they’re
doing it and what they’re going to get out of the
process.
As I see it, the pros include:
• Learning a great deal about hundreds of
species of native plants. I probably never
would have tackled learning the willows if it
weren’t for this project.
• Becoming known as a subject matter expert.
• Enlarging my stock photo library with images
that I can license to other publishers.
• Seeing and photographing some very beautiful
and remote parts of the northwest.
• Adding a third title to my list of published books.

On the other side, there are significant cons:
• Spending many weeks on the road, sleeping
in my truck and living on peanut butter
sandwiches.
• Significant cost of fuel to support thousands of
miles of driving, as well as wear and tear on
my vehicle.
• Time away from the parts of my business that
actually make money this year. I won’t be
photographing many gardens and my portrait
business will suffer.
• Time away from my family.
• Long payback time through royalties on book
sales. At 8.5% of wholesale, split with a coauthor, each copy sold brings me under a
dollar.
What you didn’t find in the list of pros and cons
is “making a substantial amount of money.” I was
given the advice many years ago, before embarking
on my first book, that with very few exceptions,
photographers don’t make money on books. Few
photographers have a large enough following, and
topics that are sufficiently popular, to sell enough
copies to earn substantial royalties.
The follow-on to the advice was, “You do a book
because of the doors that open for you because of
having done one.” Getting my first book published
made me more in demand as a speaker, for which I
get paid. It made me more viable as a photography
workshop leader, for which I get paid. It added to my
image library, which I license to both editorial and

2

(1) Hairy Manzanita (Arctostaphylos columbiana) grows from British
Columbia down to California on the west coast. This diminutive
example was on thin soil above Lost Lake just a few miles south of
my home in Bellingham. Photographed with a Canon G12 pocket camera on a day hike. (2) Western Serviceberry (Amelanchier alnifolia)
blooming below the walls of Umtanum Canyon, a side canyon off the
Yakima River in central Washington. This spring-blooming shrub is
widespread across most of the western US and across almost all of
Canada. I photographed it just up the trail from a parking lot where I
spent the night about a four-hour drive from home, capturing the soft
morning light.

commercial customers.
It’s difficult to judge at this point whether my
third book will help me increase my speaking fees,
number of times I speak for money, or add to my
stock photo sales.
Continued on page 15
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cont.

Continued from page 14

GWA Media
Awards Judges
A special thank you to the individuals who spent
their weekend judging the 216 GWA Media Awards
entries. The judges are listed below.
Linda Krohne Nitchman, Awards Co-Chair, is
a freelance writer, editor, photographer, speaker and
marketing communications consultant. She holds
a B.A. in mass communications and has earned
numerous awards for journalistic excellence over her
35-year career. Linda is currently serving her second
term as a GWA Region V Director.

3
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5

6

(3) Snake River Phlox ([Phlox colubrina). This species is endemic to Hell’s Canyon and nearby areas where Washington, Oregon and
Idaho come together. A contact at the BLM in Baker City, Ore., told me it was blooming so I made a quick 1200-mile (round trip) visit
to catch it. My timing was off by a day, as it was pouring rain when I arrived. (4) Barton’s Raspberry (Rubus bartonianus) at mouth of
Sawpit Creek, a tributary to the Snake River in Hell’s Canyon. This is another very local endemic plant, photographed on the same trip
as the Snake River Phlox. I put up my umbrella over my camera while photographing on this day. When I’ve traveled a long way for a
plant I can’t always wait around for perfect weather or light. (5) Desert Peach (Prunus andersonii) blossoms & foliage. This beautiful
spiny shrub was growing right along US 395 about 40 miles southeast of Susanville, Calif. In 2011, I was about two weeks late when
I found it there and missed the blossoms. It’s about 730 miles from where I live, by the most direct route.(6) Mormon Tea (Ephedra
viridis), Bitterbrush (Purshia tridentata), and Sagebrush (Artemisia tridentata) in Wendel Canyon, Calif. This spot is northeast of Susanville and I came looking for a plant, Fragrant Snowberry, that I failed to find. I’d driven about seven miles off the paved road, much of it
crawling in first gear, to get to this spot. I use herbarium records to identify likely locations for subjects and either the record was wrong
or I didn’t search in the right place in the canyon.

If you’re considering doing a book, think seriously
about why you’re writing or photographing it. Weigh
the royalties you’ll receive (or the net proceeds if you
self-publish) against the upfront costs you’ll incur.
How much of your time will it require? Be sure to
include both out-of-pocket costs and the intangibles
like lost income because you can’t do other work. On
the flip side, the non-monetary benefits may balance
out the equation for you. Whatever you decide, keep
your eyes and mind open to the possibilities and
pitfalls.
In the end, passion for the subject is winning out
and I push the thoughts of financial foolishness to

the back of my mind. It’s time to hit the road again,
find some more exquisite blossoms I’ve never seen
before, and meet some wonderful people who share
my passion for plants.
Mark Turner has been licensing stock garden
photography to book and magazine publishers
since 1994 from his home in Bellingham, Wash.
He has four specialized websites, including www.
turnerphotographics.com, www.pnwflowers.com,
and the gallery portion of www.inlandnwgardening.
com. His muse for this column appeared while he
was washing the coffee pot.
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William Aldrich, Awards Co-Chair, was a photo
editor at the Chicago Tribune for more than 25 years
of his 32-year career at the paper. He was named
a GWA Fellow in 2007. He founded Chicagoland
Gardening magazine where he was editor, then
publisher, during his 15 years of ownership.
Van Chaplin is a freelance photographer (gardens,
lifestyle, editorial, advertising and web). He served as
senior photographer for Southern Living magazine
for 33 years before he retired. He serves as staff
photographer for several newspapers in Alabama.
Maree Gaetani’s father and grandfather inducted
her into gardening – and cooking – at an early age.
At Gardener’s Supply, she has initiated a national
Garden Crusader grant program and a number of
regional good works programs, including the Green
Lawn Coalition and Random Acts of Gardening.
Erica Glasener is a horticulturist, author, lecturer
and was an award winning host of HGTV’s “A
Gardener’s Diary” for 14 years. In July 2011, she
received a Garden Media Award from the Perennial
Plant Association for her promotion of perennials
through writing and lectures. For over 10 years, she
wrote a column on plants and garden design for the
Continued on page 16
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Gardener, Organic Gardening, and Better Homes &
Gardens Special Interest magazines.

Continued from page 15

Atlanta Journal-Constitution. She has also written
about gardening for Southern Lady Magazine and
served as a contributing editor for Fine Gardening.
Cheryl Doyle Kearns is editor of Magnolia: the
Journal of the Magnolia Society International, and is
a contributing writer to the Gardener’s Confidence
marketing newsletter, the JC Raulston Arboretum
newsletter, and Circa Magazine. She shares her
love of gardening through teaching and horticultural
lectures.
Lara Kisielewska founded a graphic design
firm in 1992, a technology marketing firm in 2005,
and two trade magazines, after completing a
B.S. in Graphic Communications Technology and
Management at NYU. Lara has been active in the
Graphic Artists Guild for 20 years, including a fouryear presidency of the New York Chapter, a six-year
stint as National Secretary, and winning multiple
honors as volunteer of the year.
Geri Laufer is a widely published authority on
gardening topics and her award winning book TussieMussies (Workman Publishing) is the definitive work
on the Language of Flowers. She previously worked
as the Atlanta Botanical Garden public relations
manager/newsletter editor/web content manager.
Currently GardenGeri.com provides PR and social
media strategies for horticulture companies and a
regular monthly gardening commentary on Atlanta
NPR affiliate WABE-FM.
Judy Lowe is the author of 12 garden books and
was blogging about gardening in the 1990s before
the term blogging was coined. She’s best known
for her newspaper work, both as a writer of garden
features and as an editor. Currently, she edits and
writes for the garden blog of The Christian Science
Monitor, which features 16 writers.
Jeff Lowenfels has written a garden column
every single week for over 37 years in the Anchorage

GWA Media Awards Judges: (front row, l to r: Jeff Lowenfels, Lara
Kisielewska, Robert Sugar, Nancy Szerlag, Van Chaplin, Bill Aldrich; 2nd
row, l to r: Linda Nitchman, Geri Laufer, Penny O’Sullivan, Anne Marie Van
Nest; 3rd row, l to r: Allen Rokach, Judy Lowe, Mary-Kate Mackey, Cheryl
Kearns.) Not pictured: Maree Gaetani and Erica Glasener.

(Alaska) Daily News. He is author of Timber Press’s
best selling Teaming With Microbes: The Organic
Gardener’s Guide to the Soil Food Web that won
the GWA 2011 Gold Award for book writing. He is
an attorney, a GWA Hall of Fame member and a big
supporter of the GWAF Plant A Row for the Hungry
program.
Mary-Kate Mackey has judged professional
writing from publications around the U.S. as an
adjunct at the University of Oregon School of
Journalism and Communication. She is a recipient of
a GWA Silver Award and her articles have appeared
in national and regional magazines such as Fine
Gardening, Horticulture and Sunset. Online she
writes for the Hartley-Botanic Greenhouse U.S.
website.
Penelope O’Sullivan is an author, designer and
woody plant lover, who turned her suburban New
Hampshire property into a mini-arboretum. Her
experiences inspired her to write The Homeowner’s
Complete Tree & Shrub Handbook (Storey, 2007)
and The Pruning Answer Book (Storey, 2011),
plus 11 more gardening books. Penny is the editor
of Coastal Home, a regional magazine based in
Portsmouth, N.H., and contributes to The American
page 16

Allen Rokach is a well-respected photography
instructor and lecturer. For 14 years, Allen was the
director of photography and staff photographer
at The New York Botanical Garden where he
initiated the Certificate Program in Garden & Nature
Photography. As a senior garden photographer at
Southern Living magazine, Allen used his expertise
for photographing flowers and gardens, as well as
covering travel and feature assignments. Rokach
co-authored with Anne Millman the book, Focus
on Flowers: Discovery & Photographing Beauty in
Gardens & Wild Places (Abbeville Press) that won
the 1991 GWA Award of the Year for Photography.
Robert Sugar is the owner and creative director of
AURAS Design, a publication design and consulting
firm located in Silver Spring, Md. Over the nearly 30
years that the studio has been in existence, Robert
has been responsible for the design or redesign of
more than 100 magazine titles and the execution
of nearly 80 identity campaigns for corporations,
associations and businesses. He also founded FPO
Magazine, the first magazine dedicated to creative
staffs of periodical publications.
Nancy Szerlag is a freelance garden writer
and weekly columnist in the Detroit News. She is
the author of two best selling books, Annuals for
Michigan and Perennials for Michigan. Nancy is
also the content editor for the gardening information
website, Yardener.com. Nancy is a Master Gardener
and Master Composter and spent four years
producing and hosting weekly gardening spots for the
local NBC affiliate in Detroit.
Anne Marie Van Nest is a past president of
GWA. Currently, book editor and manager of book
production for Acres U.S.A., Anne Marie is also
associate editor for Acres U.S.A., the magazine.
Previously, she was a weekly garden columnist for
The St. Catharines Standard newspaper. Anne is a
garden blogger online at www.laptopgardener.com.
Anne Marie lives and gardens in Austin, Texas.
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Regional News & Notes
Region 1
June 14, Karen Bussolini will speak on
“Survival in the Darwinian Garden: Planting the
Fittest” at a fundraising luncheon program to benefit
Edith Wharton’s home and garden, “The Mount” in
Lenox, Mass. (www.edithwharton.org) She will also
give a new talk, “The Edible/Ornamental Garden” at
the Frelinghuysen Arboretum in Morristown, N.J.,
June 16 (www.arboretumfriends.org).
Julie Moir Messervy will conduct two
workshops June 19 and June 21 at the APGA
2012 Annual Conference in Columbus, Ohio. June 24
she will lecture on Home Outside at the Community
Garden at Tracy Library in New London, N.H. (open
to the public). For the Perennial Plant Association’s
2012 Symposium July 5-7, she will give two
lectures at Boston Park Plaza Hotel and a tour and
Q&A at Weezie’s Garden at the Massachusetts
Horticultural Society. The PPA events are open to the
public. (www.jmmds.com)
Lorraine Ballato will deliver two classes at
the NYBG: June 19, “Designing With Shrubs:
The Backbone of the Border,” will be her topic and
June 30, she will discuss the ever popular “Fool
Proof Hydrangeas.” All the details can be accessed
via (www.nybg.org). Aug. 30, Lorraine’s talk,
“Not Your Grandmother’s Roses,” will be part
of Mohonk Mountain House’s annual Garden
Holiday. (www.mohonk.com)
Colleen Plimpton will present “June is
Bustin’ Out All Over” for the Taconic Gardeners
Club at the Chappaqua Library, Chappaqua, N.Y.,
June 20. (http://taconicgardenersclub.org/)
June 24, Colleen will do an author signing

and reading from her garden memoir, Mentors
in the Garden of Life at Natureworks Nursery in
Northford, Conn. The book was a finalist for the
2011 Connecticut Book of the Year. (http://www.
naturework.com/all_other_stuff/2012_Calendar_
of_Events_May-June_4Web.pdf). July 5 will
find Colleen delivering a first-person, in costume
presentation of “Beatrix Farrand, Rediscovered” for the
Mount Pleasant Public Library in Pleasantville (N.Y.)
Library in conjunction with the Pleasantville Historical
Society. (http://www.mountpleasantlibrary.org/)
Jo Ann Gardner will conduct a workshop
called “The Potted Herb Garden: Selecting, Growing
& Designing with Herbs in Containers” June 23
from 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. at Red Wagon Plants
in Hinesburg, Vt. Her books in print as well as the
recently published Old-Fashioned Fruit Garden will
be available. Contact: Hope Johnson (802.985.9747).
See events/workshops at www.redwagonplants.com.
The 30th Perennial Plant Symposium, July
4-10, will be held at the Boston Park Plaza Hotel.
This annual symposium includes three seminar
days and five days of tours. (www.perennialplant.
org or 614.771.8431) GWA members who will be
speaking at the Annual Perennial Plant Association
Symposium, Boston, Mass.: Ellen Wells, 3:30
p.m., July 6, “What’s Next: Exploring the Trends of
the Perennial Industry”; C.L. Fornari, 1:30 p.m.,
July 8, “We Can Grow This! Uniting to Cultivate
a Horticulture Revival”; Bill Cullina, 4:50 p.m.,
July 8, “Gardening on the Edge of the Continent —
Testing New and Unusual Perennials at the Coastal
Maine Botanical Gardens.”
July 22-23, Ellen Zachos will teach a new
Container Gardening Intensive class at The New
York Botanical Garden (NYBG). Aug. 7-8, she will
teach her ever-popular Rooftop Gardening class.

Both classes will be at the Bronx campus.
July 23-24, Charlie Nardozzi and UVM’s
Leonard Perry will lead a tour of Gardens of Western
New England. Included in the tour will be Fort
Ticonderoga’s King’s Garden in New York, Hilden’s
Gardens in Vermont, Edith Wharton’s The Mount,
and The Berkshire Botanic Garden in Massachusetts.
(www.CharlieNardozzi.com)
The Garden Symposium at Sonnenberg
Gardens, Sept. 28-30 (Sonnenberg Gardens and
Mansion State Historic Park, Canandaigua, N.Y.),
will host Dr. Allan Armitage. Events include an
Intimate Garden Walk and Talk/Reception with Dr.
Armitage; an all-day garden seminar in Sonnenberg’s
Carriage House where Dr. Armitage’s discussions will
include, “Tales from the Garden,” perennials, annuals
and “Crazy Plants for Crazy Gardeners.” His trip will
conclude with a presentation and book signing at
Finger Lakes Community College. The FLCC event
is free and open to the public. Special for GWA
members: Sonnenberg will offer a limited number
of complimentary tickets to GWA writers for the
Friday opening reception and garden walk. Also, a
special GWA rate of $50 for the all-day Saturday
garden seminar as well. Contact: Laurie Riedman
(laurie@riedmancomm.com or 585.820.7617). Event
info: www.sonnenberg.org or 585.394.4922.
Laurelynn Martin announced that in 2012,
Logee’s Tropical Plants is celebrating 120 years as
America’s source for exotic and tropical plants.
Allan A. Swenson reported that there’s lots of
competition for gardening books, so it seemed logical
to find new paths for his writing. Looking around his
garden, he saw some holes in the ground. That led to
World Beneath Your Feet as a children’s book about
rabbits, moles and chipmunks. Then, he looked up to
write World Above Your Head about squirrels, birds,
Continued on page 18
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raccoons and other creatures. Paddling his canoe
one day, looking at wild flowers, he came up with and
sold L.L. Bean on the Canoeing Handbook. While
giving on-board talks on cruise ships about Vikings,
he decided to pitch a book and now has a contract
for one about ancient Viking sagas and explorations.
The idea here is to look around yourself and you
may find other book topics beyond gardening that
earn nice advances and royalties for your writing.
Love that Writer’s Market Directory to find other book
publishers.
—Sabine Stezenbach

Region 2
Wendy Scott lets us know that June is “Discover
The DCH Month” at Delaware Center for Horticulture
with a smorgasbord of 16 events including garden
tours, social events, workshops and family fun.
(http://www.thedch.org/activities-events/
discover-thedch) Four different garden tours will
be held during June, including Discover The DCH
Month’s marquee event and the Wilmington City
Gardens People’s Choice Tour June 16-17. This
is the 30th Anniversary of the City Gardens Contest
and more than 50 private gardens will be open to the
public in this self-guided tour.
Derek Fell will be the keynote speaker at
the Newport Flower Show, R.I., June 23. His
lecture is titled “Vertical Gardening,” followed by a

book signing. Aug. 28, he will accompany Ailleen
Bordman, producer of the award-winning video,
“Monet’s Palate” for a screening at 9:00 p.m. at the
Mohonk Mountain House, New Paltz, N.Y., and a
discussion of Monet’s lifestyle.
Visit Brookside Gardens for the 51st Annual
Lily Show (sponsored by the Potomac Lily
Society) June 30, 12:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
and July 1, 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
(http://www.montgomeryparks.org/brookside/)
In July, Kirk Brown and John Bartram will be
a featured speaker at the American Horticulture
Society’s Children’s Gardening Symposium as
well as greeting a tour at Bartram’s Garden in
Philadelphia. Kirk will spend most of the month of
August researching archeological sites and the
history of mosaic art in Greece, the Holy Land, Egypt
and Italy.
Stephanie Cohen will speak on “We Can
Grow This! Uniting to Cultivate a Horticulture Revival”
at 1:30 p.m., July 8; and John Friel will speak
on “The Best Grass That Isn’t: The Versatile Genus
Carex” at 2:45 p.m., July 8, during the Annual
Perennial Plant Symposium in Boston, Mass.
The 12th Annual Edible Flowers Food Fest,
hosted by Denise Schreiber, will take place
July 19 at the Buffalo Inn, South Park, Pa. Rose
petal ice cream is always on the menu as well as
Herbes de Provence bread, fish filets with Monarda
sauce and salted lavender caramels. Contact Denise
Schreiber between bites at edibleflowers1@aol.com.
Chanticleer (www.chanticleergarden.org) will
host two photography workshops in 2012: Roger
Foley, “Finding the Soul of the Place: How to Shoot
a Magazine Feature Story,” July 27-29, and Allen

Rokach, “A Fall Photography Weekend Workshop,”
Oct.19-21.
Washington Gardener magazine is proud to be
a sponsor of the annual Parade of Ponds weekend,
July 28-29. Participants can tour private gardens in
the area that include ponds, water features and water
gardens for inspiration and enjoyment. Visit all the
gardens over the weekend in any order. All proceeds
go to support Shepherd’s Table in Silver Spring,
Md., that provides food and services to the needy.
(http://www.premierpond.com/parade-of-ponds.html)
Gregg E. Robertson will lead the 40th
anniversary celebration at The Penn Atlantic Nursery
Trade Show (PANTS) July 31-Aug. 2, at the
Greater Philadelphia Expo Center in Oaks, Pa.
Join thousands of green industry professionals at
the summer’s only east coast green industry trade
show and see demonstrations and the latest plants,
products and services. A special feature this year is
the “Ultimate Backyard,” displaying the best that the
green industry has to offer in a backyard created on
the show floor. (www.PANTSHOW.com)
Aug. 14, Kathy Jentz will moderate a panel
speaking on the “Dirty Secrets of Garden Writers.”
The panel will take place at the American Women
Writers National Museum, Washington, D.C.
(www.americanwomenwritersnationalmuseum.org)
The Conard-Pyle Company launched a
blog featuring postings from four colleagues, Jacques
Ferare and Steve Hutton (two guys, old and grizzled)
joined by Kristen Nemeth and Kyle McKean (two
women, young and vibrant) who will post and cover
a range of topics, from practical gardening tips to
musings on whatever moves them horticulturally.
(http://conardpyle.wordpress.com/)
Continued on page 19
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Diana K. Weiner is in the midst of restoring
the meadow and meadow edge at High School Park
in Elkins Park (www.highschoolpark.org). Ending the
summer on a high note she will be back at Mohonk
Mountain House as guest speaker for the opening
night of Garden Holiday. (www.mohonk.com)
—Steve Maurer

Region 3
International plantsman, lecturer and author Adrian
Bloom from Bressingham, England, will be in
our region for several speaking engagements.
June 19-22 he’s at the American Public Gardens Annual Conference in Columbus, Ohio.
July 12-14, he will be the keynote speaker for the
American Conifer Society’s 30th National Meeting
and Conifer College in Ann Arbor, Mich. If you are
into conifers, this is the event of the year! Julia
Hofley, Eric Hofley, Ronald Elardo and Steve
Courtney are volunteers for the 30th national
meeting of the American Conifer Society.
Myrene Brown has an interesting
presentation June 21 at the Historic Ambassador
House and Heritage Gardens in Fishers, Ind.
(reservations required). It focuses on “garden editing”
with planned additions and subtractions to enhance
the garden design.
Steve Still reminds all that the 30th Perennial
Plant Symposium is coming up July 4-10 in Boston,
Mass. Members from our region who are speaking
at PPA include: Debra Knapke, 11:15 a.m.,

July 5, on “Good Enough to Eat: Designing Edible
Landscapes”; Chris Hansen, 4:15 p.m., July 6,
on “Realities of the Virtual Garden Center: Selling
Online — Is It for You?”; and Irvin Etienne,
4:00 p.m., July 8, on “The Shady Polygonatums.”
Susan Martin invites you to Walters Gardens
and Spring Meadow Nursery in western Michigan
Aug. 9 for a special all-day event created solely for
media professionals. Included are extensive tours
of Walters’ perennial growing operations, Spring
Meadow’s shrub growing facilities, a fun retail
shopping experience at Garden Crossings, and
dinner in Dale Deppe’s fabulous garden. Contact
Susan for information.
Maria Zampini is still high from her trip, a
“once in a lifetime opportunity” this spring to travel
to Australia as the keynote speaker at the Nursery
& Garden Industry Australia National Conference.
The May issue of American Nurseryman magazine
highlighted her “Lessons from Down Under.”
—Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp & Christine Kelleher

Region 4
While many in Region IV aspire to summer dormancy
as the garden heats up, a few stalwarts are out and
about.
The 11th Annual Dallas Arboretum Plant Trials
Field day is June 27, 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
(http://www.dallasplanttrials.org)
GWA members who will speak at the Annual

Perennial Plant Symposium in Boston, Mass.:
Paul Westervelt, 5:00 p.m., July 6, “Timing
Is Everything: Scheduling Perennials for Optimum
Profits”; and Helen Kraus, 11:00 a.m., July 8,
on “Fertilizer Rates and Ratio Recommendations for
Herbaceous Perennial Plant Production”.
Jenks Farmer’s Crinum Lily Field Nursery
& Farm in Beech Island, S.C., opens its gates for
invited guests, including GWA members, July 7.
Wade through the field of lilies, pick a tomato in
the organic garden, and wander through an oldfashioned cottage garden full of passalong plants.
GWA members are invited to photograph an old
country farm and fields of flowers.
(www.jenksfarmer.com)
Mary Palmer Dargan is in high gear. She
will be in Cashiers, N.C., where she is co-hosting
Cashiers Plein Air Paint Out July 15-21. In
addition, she is doing the front entry design for
the Cashiers Decorator Showhouse which opens
Aug. 15. She is judging horticulture at Mountains
in Bloom at The Bascom in Highlands, N.C.,
July 13-14, that will feature flower arrangements
and tours.
Barry Glick will speak to the Blue Ridge
Garden Club in Blue Ridge Summit, Pa., Aug. 15.
(http://www.greatgardenspeakers.com/event/blueridge-garden-club.html#anchor)
Sylvia Martin has just finished working on
images she photographed at the Ireland-Fletcher
garden in Mountain Brook, Ala., that are being
submitted for inclusion into the Smithsonian
Museum’s Archives of American Gardens by
the Birmingham Chapter of The Garden Club of
America.
—Linda Askey
Continued on page 20
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Region 5
Dramm will give hands-on demonstrations at
the upcoming Region V Garden Tour June 29
in Madison, Wis. You will be able to see firsthand
some of the various water patterns Dramm products
delivers. During the presentation, you will learn about
some of the current and new products from Dramm
and also be able to see it in action for yourself.
E-mail jreinhardt@dramm.com to learn more.
(www.dramm.com)
Melinda Myers will be featured at several
Garden Walks this summer. She will appear at the
Zoar Community Association Garden Tour in Zoar,
Ohio, June 23, the Wauwatosa Garden Tour
(Wauwatosa, Wis.) July 14, and the Shorewood
Wisconsin Garden Tour July 28. She will make two
presentations every day at the We Energy Park at
the Wisconsin State Fair from Aug. 2-12 in West
Allis, Wis.
Bill Johnson’s photo exhibit “Insect Pollinators
– Beyond the Honey Bee” will be on display at
Powell Gardens, just outside of Kansas City, Mo.,
Aug. 3-12 as part of their annual Butterfly Festival.
During the festival Bill will offer two classes on Insect
Photography at 9:00 a.m. Friday morning, Aug. 3
and at 9:00 a.m. Friday morning, Aug. 10.
(www.powellgardens.org)

AAS is hosting their annual Summer Summit
in Michigan Aug. 7-9 and invites any interested
garden writer to attend in order to learn about
the entire AAS Trialing process. Meet the judges,
network with breeders and have a great time in
the horticulture hotbed of Michigan, including the
MSU Gardens, the trials at C. Raker & Sons
and the Frederik Meijer Sculpture Garden!
(http://www.aaswinners.com/meetings/summer_
summit/index.cfm)
Ron Nowicki and his wife Victoria are offering
three-hour Introduction to Suburban Permaculture
tours at their mature home/office Permaculture site in
Downers Grove, Ill. (www.libertygardens.com)
After over 30 years at Better Homes and
Gardens, Doug Jimerson is leaving the magazine
to rejoin his wife, Karen Weir-Jimerson at her company, Studio G. Doug’s last day with Better Homes
and Gardens will be June 29. His new e-mail is
dougj@studiogonline.com.
—Melinda Myers

Region 6
Mark Turner is logging thousands of miles of
travel to finish the photography for a new field guide
to Pacific Northwest trees and shrubs. He will also
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teach multiple photography workshops this summer:
iPhone Photography, June 19, and June 26
at Whatcom Community College (Bellingham,
Wash.); Pocket Camera Wildflower Photography,
July 16-18 at Siskiyou Field Institute (Selma,
Ore.), Aug. 12 at the Burke Museum (Seattle), and
Aug. 14-16 at North Cascades Institute (Diablo
Lake, Wash.).
	Nita-Jo Rountree, past president of the
Northwest Horticultural Society, will deliver a lecture
July 7 at 10:00 a.m. at Molbak’s (Woodinville,
Wash.) The topic is “Hydrangeas: What, How,
WOW!”— Go beyond your grandmother’s
hydrangeas and discover a world of exciting cultivars
and species. Learn how to successfully care for and
grow these showy and versatile beauties. Nita-Jo
will review flower color, cultural requirements, bloom
time, pruning and inspire you with design tips.
Mary-Kate Mackey’s Eugene, Ore.,
garden will be open July 7 as part of The
Garden Conservancy Open Days program.
Her blog, “Garden Conservancy Countdown,”
follows the preparations up to the open day.
(http://bit.ly/whatyouwontseeblogpost)
Debra Lee Baldwin will do a succulent
potting demo at the amphitheater at Roger’s
Gardens Nursery in Corona Del Mar, Calif.,
July 28 at 9:00 a.m. Afterwards, she will sign her
book, Succulent Container Gardens.
(www.debraleebaldwin.com)
Sharon Lovejoy will be one of four keynote
speakers at “Journey Through Thyme: Herbs in
Continued on page 21
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the Garden, Kitchen and Beyond: Celebrating
50 Years of the Minnesota Herb Society,” at the
Minnesota Landscape Arboretum, Chaska, Minn.,
Aug. 10. (http://www.arboretum.umn.edu/
mnherbsociety50years.aspx)
The new teen radio program, Express
Yourself!™, produced by Cynthia Brian for the

Voice America Kids Network is #1 in the world on
the network, heard in 132 countries. It broadcasts
Tuesdays at 12:00 noon Pacific Time at http://www.
voiceamerica.com/show/2014/express-yourself and
is archived with photos, links, descriptions, and more
at http://www.ExpressYourselfTeenRadio.com. If
anyone has topics of interest to teens, you are invited
to e-mail Cynthia@Star-Style.com. The show is
hosted by teens with teen reporters from around the
globe and also has sponsorship opportunities.
Sharon Lovejoy’s Trowel & Error: Over 700
Shortcuts, Tips & Remedies for the Gardener went
into its 10th printing.
Plant Development Services and Sunset
magazine are excited to announce the introduction of
the new Sunset Western Garden Collection, debuting
in California garden centers this month. Since
1967, Sunset magazine has delivered gardening
knowledge especially for the Western United States
and we are especially pleased to release these top
performing plants uniquely suited for the Western
garden. For information or to trial plants, visit
www.sunsetwesterngardencollection.com.
—Ginger Aarons-Garrison

Region 7
Steven Biggs will speak June 19 at 7:30 p.m.
on “Talking About No Guff Vegetable Gardening” for
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the Mount Albert Garden and Horticulture Society;
Mount Albert Community Centre, Main Street,
Mount Albert (http://www.gardenontario.org/site.
php/mountalbert/about/meetings/) and July 22 –
“Workshop: on Growing Figs for Growing for Green”
in Toronto, Ontario; pre-registration required, (http://
communityorchard.ca/orchard-event/?event=31)
June Flanagan will lead a day-long
wildflower event, talking about identifying, growing
and photographing native wildflowers in Waterton
National Park, on a Galt Museum bus tour to the
Waterton Wildflower Festival June 23. Register
through the Galt Museum in Lethbridge, Alberta,
Canada. (866.320.3898; info@galtmuseum.com)
GWA members who will speak during the Annual
Perennial Plant Symposium in Boston, Mass.,
include: Adrian Bloom, 3:15 p.m., July 5,
on “Blooms’ Best Perennials and Grasses” and
8:50 a.m., July 6, on “The Bressingham Experience: How I Learned to Use Conifers, Woody
Plants, Perennials, and Grasses to Create Yearround Drama in the Landscape”; Paul Zammit,
10:15 a.m., July 8, on “Container Gardening —
Drama for Every Season.”
Larry Sherk helped produce and
research “How Does My Garden Grow: The
Education of a Gardener,” an exhibition at the
Thomas Fisher Rare Book Library at the University
of Toronto until Sept. 14. It is an exhibition of British
& Canadian works on horticulture from the library’s
collections & other sources. Tel: 416.978.5285 and
on the web at www.library.utoronto.ca/fisher/.
Steven Biggs and Donna Balzer’s book, No
Guff Vegetable Gardening, has gone into its second
printing, making it a Canadian bestseller.
—Veronica Sliva
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Regional Meetings Wrap-Ups
Region II DuPont Legacy Tour

Region III
Rita Gabis
(pointing) talks
about her garden, which is
adjacent to Taltree Arboretum
and Gardens in
Valparaiso, Ind.,
site of the Region III meeting
May 24.

BY Kirk R. Brown
Photo by Kirk R. Brown

Early morning enthusiasts looked
sharply to discover Dan Benarcik
in fluorescent vest with flashlights
flagging them down for the early
morning photo shoot at “The Lost
Gardens of Wilmington: Goodstay
and Gibraltar.” The light and the early
morning mist allowed the cameras
to conjure images of Gatsby-era
parties on manicured lawns reflected
in shimmering fountains and sylvan
pools.
The photographers met the rest of
the garden writers for coffee in the new
visitor’s center at Nemours Mansion
The Region II meeting was an oversold event for many months prior to Friday, May 25.
and Gardens. Steve Maurer greeted Here the early registrants gather in the middle of the formal parterres at Nemours Mansion
the combined group and introduced a and Gardens. The French chateau inspired mansion is in the background.
movie on the history of Alfred I. DuPont
and his passion for the era of the
Newest Highlights
French Sun King and his LeNotre gardens. Docents
of the garden,
were well stationed around the property to answer
including several
question about details within the house and outside
student-designed
in the extensive formal parterre gardens.
installations.
Lunch began at Longwood Gardens on
The day could not
pastel linens with a fully set china service. The tables
end without the
were decorated with fresh flowers and stacked
perennial favorite
serviettes of elegant desserts. Paul Redman,
“Trunk Show.” As
Dan Benarcik & Peggy Anne
executive director and president of American
usual, it included
Montgomery welcome attendees to
the GWA Connect meeting.
Public Gardens Association, presented a valuable
plant give-aways
introduction to the long-range plans and construction
and a raffle of
dreams at Longwood. Immediately following, Kirk
unique garden STUFF in the service parking lot at
R. Brown, GWA Treasurer, brought the audience
the rear of the property.
up-to-date on the association’s own long-range plans
A GWA Connections meeting was held at
and the upcoming Tucson symposium. Individual
the home of Dan Benarcik and Peggy Anne
tours were given that focused on the Arts at
Montgomery. Food, friendship and flowers. The
Longwood, the Sustainability/Green Program and the
day was complete.
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Photo by Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp

Post GWA Symp Workshop
...Know Your Way Around the Trickiest
Business Issues in Photography

Oct. 16 — 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. — Tucson, Arizona
Registration fee: $80/person
Top off your 2012 GWA Annual Symposium experience with a special workshop on some of the most
important business topics for photographers from
beginners to working pros. Don’t miss this all-day,
five-part seminar concentrating on creating, storing,
preparing, marketing, and licensing photos in the
garden and horticultural market as seen through the
eyes and experience of GWA member and professional photographer Andrew Buchanan.
Andrew Buchanan is a Seattle-based landscape
design, garden and architectural photographer
‘Photographing the Spaces Where We live, Work,
andPlay.’® For 15 years, his images of residential,
commercial, and public spaces, destination and lifestyle properties, and hotel projects large and small,
have appeared in advertising, promotional materials,
contest award shows, and editorial features.
All levels of photographers are welcome.
Click Here for Information
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The Insider Scoop
Barbara Lawton, GWA Hall of Fame, is
celebrating 20 years as a volunteer for Missouri
Botanical Garden. She once served as MBG’s
director of publication. She and daughter Cindy
Gilberg recently had a book signing for their coauthored MBG’s Shaw Nature Reserve.

Blaine High School’s (BHS) Gay Straight Alliance
(GSA) and Chuck Levine, an instructor at BHS
and Anoka High School (AHS) were honored for their
work by the Minnesota State Horticultural Society at
Bachmann’s Garden Center in Minneapolis.

Diana K. Weiner has been chosen as the
International Challenge judge representing
America in Bloom and will be traveling to Manitoba,
Saskatchewan, and Alberta, Canada, as well as the
Czech Republic and Channel Islands, and United
Kingdom during July and August.

Karla Dalley is a contributing garden
columnist for West Hartford Magazine (www.
westhartfordmagazine.com). Her first piece, on
butterflies and hummingbirds as pollinators, was
was published in the May-June issue. Her columns
will appear two or three times a year.

Lorene Edwards Forkner is the new editor
of Pacific Horticulture, a quarterly print journal and
online magazine for West Coast gardeners. The
July 2012 issue marks the introduction of the newly
redesigned and updated print magazine as well as
the launch of their new powerful and responsive
website allowing readers access to current and
archival content. (www.pacifichorticulture.org)

Rhonda Hayes is writing a new column for
Northern Gardener magazine called “Pushing the
Zone.” It will include news about USDA Hardiness
Zone Map changes, adventurous gardener profiles,
plant suggestions and planting strategies for pushing
your zone.

Sarah Martinez, previously managing editor
of Garden Center Magazine, has been named
communications manager for Calloway’s and
Cornelius Nursery headquartered in Fort Worth,
Texas.

Marty Ross is one of three new Garden Experts
contributing gardening articles to Fiskars’ website
(http://www2.fiskars.com/Activities/Gardening/
Gardening-Experts) every month, writing short
articles illustrated with her photographs.
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Roger Marshall is now the editor of Hobby
Greenhouse magazine. The magazine is written
and read by greenhouse enthusiasts and users and
has become an essential tool for the operation of a
home greenhouse. GWA members can get a PDF
of the latest issue by contacting Roger Marshall at
editorhobbygreenhouse@gmail.com.

In Memoriam
Reinhold Holtkamp, Sr.,
76, founder of the Hermann
Holtkamp Greenhouses, Inc.,
of Nashville, Tenn., passed
away after a long struggle
with Parkinson’s disease. Mr.
Holtkamp served as president
and director of research and
development of The Optimara
Group for over 30 years. His
research effort, and love for the
African violet, had no limits.
When working with NASA
in 1984, some of his African
violet seeds were sent into space encouraging
mutations due to weightlessness that would bring
new characteristics to the African violet world. His
vision was to make the African violet more colorful
and easier to care for.
Mr. Holtkamp was a devoted husband to his wife
Gisela, who stood beside him for 52 years, a loving
father of his three children and a proud grandfather
to his nine grandchildren. He enjoyed life, people,
animals, traveling and was a passionate glider pilot.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to
www.doubleharvest.org, an organization dear to him.

quill & Trowel newsletter

No. 3

JUNE 2012

Holtkamp family photo

Bob Tanem was recently honored by the
American Red Cross for his community service
during a community heroes breakfast at Homeward
Bound. For the last several years he has turned
a 5,000 sq.ft. parking lot into a teaching, organic
vegetable garden for the homeless.

Congratulations to Steven Biggs for winning the
2012 Outstanding Article Award (Trade) for “Farm
Direct” from the American Society of Journalists and
Authors. (http://www.asja.org/media/nr120323.php)

ALLIED NEWS

Photo credit: www.provenwinners.com

Proven Winners — Two New Coleus

A once shade-loving plant, coleus,
has been transformed into a versatile
plant that is no longer relegated
to shade, but can come out and
play in the sun too! The University
of Florida (UF) has been doing
amazing breeding with coleus and
many of the Proven Winners new
introductions are coming from their
program.
From the UF breeding program,
Proven Winners has selected
two new coleus from the program
for 2013: ColorBlaze® Keystone
Kooper™ and ColorBlaze®
Marooned™. These varieties can be
grown in full sun or full shade giving
the gardener multiple decor opportunities. Coleus
is a great filler or thriller in a combination, but it is
important to note that coleus can suffer under cold
night temperatures.
To subscribe to Proven Winners’ Writer
Newsletter, visit this link: http://www.provenwinners.
com/professionals/newsletters.

Sun Gro Marries Technical
Expertise with Consumer Convenience
Sunshine Mix #4 has been a popular growing mix
with commercial greenhouse operations since it
was introduced by Sun Gro in the early 1980s. A
new version of Mix #4 has been created by the Sun
Gro Technical Team to meet consumer needs for
performance and package convenience.
To give consumers professional level performance, the enhanced Mix #4 has been fortified with
mycorrhizae. With the new convenient 3.0 cu.ft. bale
package, consumers will find it easier to transport this
product home to their garden. (www.sungro.com)

AHS Children & Youth
Garden Symposium

The 20th Annual National Children & Youth Garden
Symposium will return July 19-21 to where it all
started — the University of Maryland’s College Park
campus serving as the headquarters.
Holly Shimizu, executive director of the U.S.
Botanic Garden (USBG), will give the opening
keynote presentation. Other inspiring keynotes will
be given by Wendy Blackwell, director of education
for the National Children’s Museum, and horticulturist
and historical re-enactor Kirk R. Brown, who will
personify one of America’s greatest botanists and
explorers, John Bartram. (703.768.5700 ext. 121 or
www.ahs.org/ncygs, education@ahs.org)

6th Annual Garden Writers Day
at Midwest Groundcovers

Tour the gardens of Midwest Groundcovers in St.
Charles, Ill., July 19. Starting at 7:00 a.m., the
grounds will be open for morning light photography
until 8:15 a.m. The guest presenter is Jennifer Davit
(Lurie Garden in Millenium Park, Chicago, Ill.) who
will speak on “Public Garden Spaces.” Get a “peek”
at Midwest Groundcovers’ new Allium. Plants will be
given out at the end of the tour. RSVP: Janie Grillo at
847.742.1790 ext. 2053.

Sickles Market “On the Road”
Day Tour to Chanticleer Garden

Continuing its role as trusted source for all things
food and garden, Sickles Market (One Harrison
Ave., Little Silver, N.J.) announced its upcoming
Sickles Market “On the Road Tours” to Chanticleer
Garden June 20. Time: 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Cost: $135/person.
Register online: http://shop.sicklesmarket.com
or call 732.741.9563.
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Fiskars Project Orange Thumb
Garden Makeover in Ottawa

Fiskars has partnered
with the Community
Garden Network of
Ottawa, a program of Just
Food; The City of Ottawa;
Sandy Hill Community
Health Centre and
Canadian Tire to help
sow the seeds of community change. June 21,
nearly 75 volunteers will join forces to build the new
“Lees Avenue Community Garden” as part of Fiskars’
community garden initiative Project Orange Thumb.
In a single day, volunteers will turn an empty field
into a beautiful and productive garden full of fruits,
vegetables and flowers. Visit projectorangethumb.com
to learn more about Fiskars’ Project Orange Thumb
grant and garden makeover program or contact
Amanda at Amanda.weibel@fiskars.com to learn
more about the Ottawa garden installation.

ThermaCell Wards Off Mosquitoes,
Black Flies & No-See-Ums
This is the most innovative product
you will ever use to keep 98% of
mosquitoes away at dawn and dusk
when they are out in force! The portable
appliance is perfect for putting around
the yard or the Patio Lantern is a great
fit for entertaining on the deck.
No one wants to be bothered
by pesky biting bugs while weeding
and planting. Now dousing in DEET
to garden is no longer necessary.
ThermaCELL products are discreet, effective
and affordable. Plus, they work in minutes.
(www.thermacell.com or 1-8-NO-SKEETERS)
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Hot Off The Press
Steven Biggs, Grow
Figs Where You
Think You Can’t,
Timber Press, 60 pages,
paperback, full color
throughout, $19.95.
Available now. In this book,
a Fig Pig who lives in a
coldish climate shares his
passion for figs so that
others in fig-unfriendly
places can see that growing
this fabulous fruit isn’t
rocket science. Tips, techniques and anecdotes
— along with the insights of fig experts in North
American and the U.K. — make fig growing easy for
people who live in places where they think they can’t
grow figs.
Derek Fell, Garden
Writing for Profit,
Kindle eBook, $19.99.
This 24-lesson,
55,000 word tutorial
is downloadable from
www.Udemy.com,
a website tutoring
service. Fell’s tutorial
includes writing for
newspapers, magazines, syndication,
books, radio, television
(especially the home shopping channels), and the
Internet. Also covered are mail order advertising
copy, seed and nursery catalog copy, press releases
and tips on effective lecturing, plus 30 examples of
award-winning garden articles, sample contracts and
tax advantages.

Derek Fell, The
Highlander’s
Woman, Kindle eBook,

$2.99. Available now.
A Kindle eBook novel,
based on a series of true
events in the 1820s. This
105,000-word historical
romance tells the story
of a Scottish nobleman
who needs a woman to
perpetuate his family’s
dynasty, and a titled
English woman who desires a man to free her from
conventional woman’s roles so she can implement
some social reforms. It is a liaison that could tear the
British Empire apart and unseat the monarchy.

Leeann Lavin,
The Hamptons
and Long Island
Homegrown
Cookbook: Local
Food, Local
Restaurants,
Local Recipes,
Voyageur Press, 160
pages, hardcover, $30.
Available now. The
Hamptons and Long
Island Homegrown
Cookbook: Local Food, Local Restaurants, Local
Recipes celebrates the best homegrown food in and
around Long Island, profiling 28 restaurants that
are working with local farmers to bring the freshest
locally grown, sustainable foods to their menus.
Inside you’ll find more than 75 delicious recipes from
top chefs like Guy Reuge of Mirabelle Restaurant,
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Matt Connors of the Lake House, Tom Schaudel of
CoolFish Grille & Wine Bar, Jason Weiner of Almond,
Claudia Fleming and Gerry Hayden of North Fork
Table & Inn, and more. The stories and photos of
these farmers and chefs will inspire an appreciation
for the hard work that goes into creating local,
seasonal dishes — and sampling these recipes,
made with incredibly fresh ingredients, will make you
a local food devotee for life.

Charlie Nardozzi,
Northeast Fruit
& Vegetable
Gardening:
Plant, Grow, and
Eat the Edibles
for Northeast
Gardens, Cool
Springs Press, 256
pages, paperback,
$22.99. Available now.
This book includes
more than 60 fruits,
vegetables and
herbs selected for
growing success in the diverse growing conditions
of Northeast gardens. Northeast Fruit & Vegetable
Gardening addresses the climate, soil, sun and water
conditions that affect growing success and includes
advice for extending the growing season. Each plant
profile highlights planting, growing, watering, and
care information. Helpful charts and graphs assist
gardeners in knowing when to plant and harvest.

Continued on page 26
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Hot Off The Press
Kelly Norris,
A Guide to
Bearded
Irises:
Cultivating
the Rainbow
for Beginners
and Enthusiasts, Timber
Press, 352
pages, 318 color
photographs,
hardcover,
$39.95. Available now. In this comprehensive and
definitive guide, Kelly Norris provides an accessible
yet authoritative overview of these deservedly
popular plants. Introductory chapters show how to

continued
grow successfully, how to use them in the garden,
how to choose the best plants, and how to “create”
new irises. A Guide to Bearded Irises also provides
portraits of the most outstanding plants in each of the
six recognized categories, from the dainty miniature
dwarf bearded irises to the stately tall bearded
irises. A resource section lists specialty nurseries,
organizations devoted to bearded irises, and public
gardens with notable iris collections.

Claire Splan, California Fruit & Vegetable
Gardening: Plant, Grow, and Eat the
Best Edibles for California Gardens, Cool
Springs Press, 256 pages, paperback, $22.99.
Available now. This easy-to-follow guide features:
planting, care and harvesting information for more
than 60 edibles; popular vegetable selections from

artichokes to turnips; a
variety of common and
unusual fruits, nuts and
herbs; advice on garden
planning, creating the
perfect soil, watering and
more. While gardening
in California is in many
ways a remarkably easy
endeavor, it can be quite
challenging to figure
out what to do when.
California is not a small
place, and it is known for
its diverse environment. California Fruit & Vegetable
Gardening tells you everything you need to know to be
successful.

Support the Garden Writers Association Foundation
Want a chance to win a computer, camera or an iPad?
Make a donation to the GWA Foundation and have your name entered to win one of these great items! Drawing will take
place at the GWA Annual Awards Banquet in Tucson, Ariz., Oct. 15. (You don’t have to be present to win.)

Grand prize
MacBook Pro
Computer

Computer sponsored by Fafard
(www.fafard.com)

1st prize:
The Canon
EOS 60D Kit

2nd prize

The new iPad
16GB WiFi

Camera sponsored by The
Davey Tree Expert Company
(www.davey.com)

Register to win one
of the prizes listed:
Foundation Fundraiser
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New Members
Welcome to the following new members who joined the association in April and May 2012

Beth R. Billstrom
1648 Windy Ln.
Waconia, MN 55387
(O) 952.221.3887
bethbillstrom@gmail.com
www.morethanoregano.com
Lynne M. Carpenter
4209 Village Green Dr.
Irving, TX 75038
(O) 972.345.0874
(H) 972.345.0874
L@landscapeartist1.com
Cloud Q. Conrad
Garden the Planet
125 Buena Vista St.
Winder, GA 30680
(O) 678.517.4225
(H) 678.517.4225
cloudconrad@windstream.net
Brigitte Coulton
5143 - 10th Rd. N.
Arlington, VA 22205
(O) 703.786.7472
(H) 703.528.6058
brigittecoulton@gmail.com
Marian M. Cronin
72 Cliff Rd.
Weston, MA 02493
(O) 781.431.0330
(H) 781.431.0330
mamcronin@yahoo.com
David L. Culp
Sunny Border Nurseries
1158 Osborne Rd.
Dowington, PA 19335
(O) 610.873.4043
(H) 610.873.1866
(F) 610.873.2947
dave@sunnyborder.com
davidlculp.com
twitter: daveculpplants

Nancy J. Degenkolb
Nancy Degenkolb Photography
6737 Audubon Trail
Fort Worth, TX 76132
(O) 817.320.6644
(F) 817.294.9944 call first
nancy@ndegenkolb.com
www.ndegenkolb.com
Julie S. England
Hillcrest Landscapes, LLC
3225 Turtle Creek Blvd. #747
Dallas, TX 75219
(O) 214.520.9114
(H) 972.693.8103 cell
julie@hillcrest-landscapes.com
www.hillcrest-landscapes.com
Margaret Fisher
6805 Glencove Dr.
Clifton, VA 20124
(O) 703.922.1399
(H) 703.968.2971
1margaret.e.fisher@gmail.com
www.takeouradvice.org

Yitsel Hernandez
1696 Del Sur Blvd
San Ysioro, CA 92173
(O) 619.737.1425
gardenshack@hotmail.com
Robyn F. Hofland
Iowa State Master Gardening
Program
3700 Valdez Dr.
Des Moines, IA 50310
(O) 515.867.9286
(H) 515.724.7804
RobbyF1977@aol.com
Carolyn Hogan
Demand Media Studios
3870 State Rd. 158
Bedford, IN 47421
(O) 812.219.1340
(H) 812.219.1340
carillon.on.demand@gmail.com

Leslie F. Halleck
Halleck Horticultural
9306 Mercer Dr.
Dallas, TX 75228
(O) 214.733.3407
(H) 214.733.3407
info@lesliehalleck.com
www.lesliehalleck.com
www.growlively.typepad.com

Laurie M. Lago Rispoli
The Beauty of Creation
P.O. Box 93
Tappan, NY 10983
(O) 845.729.8542
(H) 845.613.7187
thebeautyofcreationphotography
@gmail.com
www.thebeautyofcreation.com
http://thebeautyofcreation.
wordpress.com/

Joan M. Heiob Moyers
Garden Girl Creative
2948 Feltz Ave.
Cincinnati, OH 45211
(O) 859.240.7613
(H) 859.240.7613
joan@gardengirlcreative.com
gardengirlcreative.com

Caroline G. Lewis
Verdura Culinary Gardens
15155 SW 94th Ave.
Tigard, OR 97224
(O) 503.684.3980
(H) 503.684.3980
caroline@verduragardens.com
www.verduragardens.com

Susan E. Liechty
The Herb Society of America
955 N Old State Rd.
Delaware, OH 43015
(O) 740.816.0032
(H) 740.524.0200
herbsdel@aol.com
www.palettesofitaly.com
Fuzz Martin
EPIC Creative
3014 E. Progress Dr.
West Bend, WI 53095
(O) 262.338.3700, ext. 26
(H) 262.893.4263
fmartin@epiccreative.com
Susan G. Mason
840 Woodley Dr.
Atlanta, GA 30318
(O) 404.367.9453
(H) 404.367.9453
susangmason@gmail.com
Lisa Meddin
Harmony Design Northwest
7700 SW Garden Home Rd., #41
Portland, OR 97223
(O) 503.347.1182
(H) 503.347.1182
lisa@harmonydesignnw.com
www.harmonydesignnw.com
http://harmonydesignnw.com/
blog-landscapes-alive
Lynn E. Purse
1380 Ridgewood Dr.
Allison Park, PA 15101
(O) 412.716.3324
(H) 412.366.2655
lynnpurse@comcast.net
composerinthegarden.com
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Daphne L. Richards
Texas AgriLife Extension Service
1721 Suter St.
Austin, TX 78748
(O) 512.854.9615
(H) 512.584.5711
drichards@ag.tamu.edu
travis-tx.tamu.edu/horticulture
augiedoggiesbloggy.wordpress.com
centraltexashorticulture.blogspot.com
Sharon Shreet
643 Owl Ct.
Arnold, MD 21012
(O) 410.757.1470
(H) 410.757.1470
shreet@verizon.net
Julie Thompson-Adolf
Garden Delights
104 S. Staunton Ct.
Moore, SC 29369
(O) 864.325.3355
(H) 864.576.9001
julie@gardendelights-sc.com
gardendelights-sc.com
growingdays.blogspot.com
Ann Trusty
Hulsey Trusty Designs, LLC
23949 Chieftain Rd.
Lawrence, KS 66044
(O) 785.841.4242
(H) 785.841.4242
trustyann@gmail.com
ALLIED MEMBERS:
Briggs Plant Propagators
Carolyn Pinkard-Kellogg
P.O. Box 658
Elma, WA 98541
(O) 360.482.6190
(H) 206.920.0104

(F) 888.400.2380
cpinkard
@briggsplantpropagators.com
Briggs Plant Propagators
Heather Wilkins
P.O. Box 658
Elma, WA 98541
(O) 360.482.6190
(H) 360.482.6190
(F) 888.400.2380
hwilkins
@briggsplantpropagators.com
Certified Roses, Inc.
Jerry Vernon
P.O. Box 4400
Tyler, TX 75712
(O) 800.527.8708
(F) 855.282.6199
Jvernon@certifiedrose.com
Evergreen Marketing
Valerie Gosset
48 Hillandale Rd.
Westport, CT 06880
(O) 203.226.7338
(F) 203.226.7884
val@evergreenmarketingco.com
Sickles Market
Lisa Karasic
One Harrison Ave., P.O. Box 56
Little Silver, NJ 07739
(O) 732.741.9563
(H) 908.489.3815
rsickles@sicklesmarket.com
Thermacell
Pauline O’Keefe
26 Crosby Dr.
Bedford, MA 01730
(O) 781.541.6900
(H) 781.541.6007
schawbel@thermacell.net
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Dates & Events
APRIL 5 – OCTOBER 7

Floriade 2012, World Horticultural Expo, Venlo,
The Netherlands — once every 10 years. Theme:
“Be part of the theatre in nature, get closer to the
quality of life.” Five theme worlds; gardens and
pavilions with approximately 100 exhibitors.
(www.floriade.com)

May 10 - October 21

“Plantosaurus Rex” at the Conservatory of Flowers,
San Francisco, Calif. Step WAY back in time to a
real life land of the lost. It’s a living exhibition of
prehistoric plants like giant ferns, spiky horsetails
and primitive cycads with lots of life sized model
dinosaurs that depended on these plants for survival.
(www.conservatoryofflowers.org)

June 19-22

American Public Gardens Association National
Conference: Garden Paths 2012, Columbus, Ohio.
Hosted by The Dawes Arboretum and Franklin Park
Conservatory & Botanical Gardens. In partnership
with The Ohio State University and Chadwick
Arboretum & Learning Gardens.
(www.publicgardens.org)

June 22-24

17th Annual Newport Flower Show, Rosecliff,
Newport, R.I. The show theme is “Salsa — A
Celebration of Latin Cultures.” Bartlett Tree Experts
returns for its tenth year as presenting sponsor
of the show. Proceeds benefit The Preservation
Society of Newport County. (401.847.1000 or
www.NewportFlowerShow.org)

June 25-28

Garden Centers of America Summer Tour, Detroit,
Mich. Tour stops include: Bordine’s, Farmer John’s

Greenhouse, Deneweth’s Garsen Center, Begick
Nursery & Garden Center, English Gardens,
Bronner’s Christmas Wonderland and Ray
Wiegands Nursery & Garden Center
(www.gardencentersofamerica.org)

July 4-10

30th Perennial Plant Symposium, Boston Park Plaza
Hotel, Boston, Mass. This symposium includes 3
seminar days and 5 days of tours. (614.771.8431;
www.perennialplant.org)

July 12-14

30th American Conifer Society National Meeting
and Conifer College, Sheraton Ann Arbor Hotel, Ann
Arbor, Mich. (www.conifersociety.org)

July 14-17

OFA Short Course, Greater Columbus Convention
Center, Columbus, Ohio. Keynote presentation by
Joe Lamp’l (www.ofashortcourse.org)

July 19-21

National Children & Youth Garden Symposium,
headquartered at the University of Maryland, College
Park, Md. Celebrating 20 years of promoting gardenbased teaching and learning. (ahs.org)

July 25

15th Annual Woody Plant Conference, Villanova
University. Co-sponsored by Chanticleer, Longwood Gardens, the Morris Arboretum of the Univ.
of Pennsylvania, the Pennsylvania Horticultural
Society, the Scott Arboretum of Swarthmore College, Tyler Arboretum and Villanova Univ. To receive a brochure, contact Longwood Gardens at
610.388.5454 or www.woodyplantconference.org.
No phone registrations.
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July 31-August 2

Penn Atlantic Nursery Trade Show, Greater
Philadelphia Expo Center, Oaks, Penn.
(www.pantshow.com)

August 7-9

All-America Selections Summer Summit, Marriott
East Lansing at University Place, East Lansing, Mich.
AAS invites any interested garden writer to attend in
order to learn about the entire AAS Trialing process.
Includes the MSU Gardens, the trials at C. Raker &
Sons and the Frederik Meijer Sculpture Garden!
(http://www.aaswinners.com/meetings/summer_
summit/index.cfm)

August 23-25

Farwest Show, Oregon Convention Center, Portland,
Ore. Produced by the Oregon Association of
Nurseries (www.farwestshow.com)

September 19-20

CanWest Hort Show, Vancouver Convention and
Exhibition Centre, Vancouver, B.C., Canada
(www.canwesthortshow.com)

September 20-22

America in Bloom Symposium & Awards, Fayetteville,
Ark. (www.americainbloom.org)

October 10-13

Communities in Bloom National Awards and
Symposium, Edmonton, Alta., Canada
(http://www.cib2012.com/)

OCTOBER 12-15

GWA Annual Symposium, Westin La Paloma Resort,
Tucson, Ariz. Theme: “Gardening in Tucson for 4,000
Years” (www.gardenwriters.org)
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