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GWA 64th Annual Symposium in Tucson
. . . gardening in Tucson for over 4,000 years

By JAcqueliNe Soule

The motto for the 2012 Garden writers 
Association Annual symposium in 
Tucson Oct. 12-15 is “Gardening 
in Tucson for 4,000 Years.” The tours 
will highlight the extensive gardening 
history of our wonderful and unique 
western region. A number of western 
garden products suppliers and 
heirloom growers are already making 
arrangements to attend the trade show 
portion of the symposium. 
 People have been growing 
cultivated plants in the Tucson basin for over four 
thousand years. sites dated to 4,100 years before 
present clearly show cultivation of  “The Three sisters,” 
(corn, beans and squash) with evidence of other plants 
used. excavations show that the area was continuously 
used for agriculture from that time forward to the 
present, making Tucson the longest known continuously 
cultivated site in the united states.  

	 Since	1492,	the	flags	of	six	
different	nations	have	flown	over	
Tucson, each group adding their 
own	unique	flavor	to	our	city.		
Modern Tucson is an easy-going 
blend of many different cultures, 
different languages, and a mix of 
people from around the world.  The 
gardens of Tucson are as varied as 
her people, which now number over 
one million inhabitants in the greater 
Tucson area.  with a gardening 
history like this, what a great place 
for GwA to visit!   But wait, there’s 

more!  This year will be the Arizona statehood 
Centennial Year.  what a great time for a visit.
 one story tour site will be Tucson origins 
Heritage Park, an area where a group of 
dedicated volunteers are working to re-create and 
authentically present the historic structures and 

Sustainability Survey Results
A recent survey of Garden writers Association members 
regarding sustainability has been released. To learn how 
members responded to the question, see page 4.

Figure 1: Do you think there is a difference between organic 
gardening and gardening sustainably (choose one)?
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museum – one of a kind in the entire country. More 
at: http://www.tucsonsbirthplace.org/
 A quick note about the weather to expect during 
the symposium. This year is shaping towards a cooler, 
wetter year (for us), and thus you can expect high’s 
in the mid 80’s (that’s in F for all our international 
friends!)  nights are 15-20 degrees cooler. Pack your 
swimsuit and remember – it’s a dry heat!
 Please plan on attending. All of the local 
members are looking forward to showing you folks 
“back east” and other regions a good time.

landscapes of Tucson down through the ages, from 
ancient times to the turn of the 20th Century. The 
focal point of the Park is the Mission Garden, a re-
creation of the spanish Colonial walled garden that 
was part of Tucson’s historic san Agustin Mission, 
and featuring living 
heirloom plants and 
featuring the Timeline 
Gardens, interpreting 
4,000 years of 
Tucson agriculture. 
The Mission Garden 
is expanding in a 
series of phases, 
each Timeline 
Garden interpreting 
a distinct period 
of our remarkable 
agricultural story 
– starting with the early Ancestral period and 
continuing with the Tohono o’odham, spanish, 
Mexican, Chinese, and Territorial Anglo-American 
periods. The Mission Garden will develop as an 
authentic, historically accurate, living, agricultural 

Continued from page 1

The early Spanish introduced a 
number of orchard trees, including 
quince.  The direct descendants of 
these trees have been tracked down, 
propagated, and are now being planted 
in the Mission Garden area of the 
Tucson origins Heritage Park.

The native Piman tribes had been gardening in the Tucson basin for 
almost 4,000 years when the Spanish arrived. They grew all manner of 
crops, including Pima cotton, which they wove for clothing. 

GWA Membership Directory 
“Opt-Out” Option
deadLine: Mon., apr. 2

in support of the Garden writers Association’s 
continuing efforts in sustainability, the 2012-13 
Directory will be available both in printed and 
electronic	formats.	The	file	will	be	available	online	in	
the Members Area in a read-only Adobe PDF format. 
if you wish to support our sustainability efforts, you 
can opt-out of receiving the PrinTeD version of this 
year’s directory.
 To receive BoTH the printed AnD electronic 
versions of the directory, do nothing. To receive only 
an electronic version of the directory:

•	 Login	to	the	GWA	site.
•		Go	to	the	“Members	Area”	tab.
•		 Scroll	to	the	bottom	of	the	profile	page,	click	

the box in the GwA Directory section.
•		Click	submit	to	finalize	your	selection.
•		 Please	note:	Requesting	an	electronic	

directory only removes you from the mailing 
list for a printed directory.

http://www.tucsonsbirthplace.org/
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it’s a new year, and many of 
us are quite happy to have 
said goodbye to 2011. we 
are already inhaling the air for 
the scent of spring, delighting 
in any indication of new leaf 
growth or bud formation. it’s the 
gardener’s season, for sure.
       spring is all about looking 
forward. Those who tend 
to plants understand this 
more than many. For garden 

communicators, we may be awaiting the emergence 
of	our	favorite	hellebore	or	flowering	plum,	but	we	
are equally focused on the care and feeding of our 
professional lives. How can we grow a seed of a 
creative	idea	into	a	flourishing,	income-generating	
endeavor? How can we navigate the new media 
landscape? How can we thrive and not just survive?
 i hope that you are already asking these 
questions and availing yourself of the many resources 
GwA offers to its members. From regional and 
national directors to committee members and task 
forces, there are dozens of volunteers — members 
just like you — who are rolling up their sleeves and 
sharing inspired ideas and practical solutions for the 
betterment of You and your career.
 Here are some of the many ways your 
membership	benefits:
•	Webinars	and	podcasts: For the past 

year, white willow Media has produced original 
programming on a variety of topics – from online 
copyrights and public speaking to several episodes 
on social media trends. These resources are free 
to you. if you missed any, you can easily log onto 
GwA’s member’s section and download a past 
episode from our online archives. 

•	Regional	meetings: Please, please, please, 
take the time to attend a regional meeting. if there’s 
not one taking place near you, contact your regional 
director and suggest a venue and time in your area 
– and volunteer to do some legwork – in order to 
host a half- or one-day regional meeting. Face-to-
face networking is irreplaceable. 

Presidents Message
•	Special	workshops: sign up for one of the all-

day workshops that will be offered in the coming 
year. GwA delivers these dedicated sessions at 
a nominal cost, far less that what you would have 
to pay if you studied the subject through another 
organization. 

•	Video	and	audio	sessions: For years, GwA 
has offered recordings of its national symposium 
sessions at a nominal fee. Did you know that this 
year, in order to make those even more accessible, 
we dropped the price from $15 per session to $5 
per session? This is the most cost-effective way 
you can “attend” the national symposium without 
having to get on an airplane or pay registration.

 one of the things i appreciate about GwA is that 
it serves members with multidisciplinary careers. 
i was discussing this idea recently with Jo	Ellen	
Meyers	Sharp, our national Director from region 
iii. she described the phenomenon perfectly: “oh, 
you mean a ‘mosaic’ career.”
 Absolutely. The varied pieces of our professional 
lives are like a colorful mosaic. And as each of us 
moves away from being a generalist or specialist 
towards being a professional communicator who is 
fluent	in	a	variety	of	media	channels	we	realize	the	
value of our $85 membership dues. For only $7 per 
month, you can feed and nurture your career. Do i 
sound like a fundraiser for nPr? 
	 The	media	climate	is	more	diversified	than	ever.	
And that reality means we need to adapt and re-tool. 
rather than clinging to old markets or outlets that 
we think are “safe,” i hope each of us can embrace 
the new and the slightly scary future. But we do not 
have to venture into uncharted waters alone. nor do 
we	have	to	take	that	first	step	without	the	support	of	
others, colleagues and even friendly competitors, who 
care about their fellow members. Again and again, 
i am impressed with the many offers of help; the 
people willing to answer a question or point me to an 
important resource. That is what GwA is about. 

																															Debra	Prinzing

diReCTORs

RegiOn i

ellen Zachos (2013 n)
 Acme Plant stuff
C.l. Fornari (2013 r)
 The Garden lady
sabine stezenbach (2012 r)   
 Freelance

RegiOn ii

steve Maurer (2014 n)
 nemours Museum & Gardens 
Dan Benarcik (2012 r)
 Chanticleer Foundation
Denise schreiber (2013 r)
 Allegheny County Parks Dept.

RegiOn iii

Jo ellen Meyers sharp (2013 n)
 write for You!
Christine Kelleher (2012 r)
 Aris Horticultural services
Maria Zampini (2013 r)
 lake County new Plants

REgion	iV

linda Askey (2012 n)
 new leaves
Carol Brouwer (2012 r)
 Freelance
Barbara wise (2013 r)
 souithern land Company

OFFiCeRs

pResidenT  

Debra Prinzing 
    Freelance
VicE	PRESiDEnt 

larry Hodgson 
 HortiCom, inc.
TReasUReR 

Kirk Brown 
 Joanne Kostecky Garden Design

REgion	V
Melinda Myers (2013 n)
 Freelance
linda nitchman (2012 r)
 Freelance
Amy McDowell (2013 r)
 Freelance

REgion	Vi
nan sterman (2014 n)
  Plant soup, inc.
Ginger Aarons-Garrison (2013 r)
 Time Travel Tours
Pat Munts (2012 r)
 spokesman review

REgion	Vii
Veronica sliva (2012 n)
 sliva Communications
Ken Brown (2013 r)
 www.gardening-enjoyed.com
Kathy wood (2012 r)
 Beyond the Garden Gate

seCReTaRy  

Becky Heath
 Brent & Becky’s Bulbs
pasT pResidenT  

Janel leatherman
 leatherman Productions

2011-12 GWA
BoArd of directors

n = nATionAl DireCTor  
R = reGionAl DireCTor
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GWA Members Speak Out on 
Sustainability: Survey Results

Sustainability

By cATHy WilkiNSoN BArASH

last november, GwA members were invited to take 
an online survey about sustainability and 332 of us 
replied. some of the results were surprising, while 
others were expected. These are the conclusions i 
drew from the data (see the questions and the top 
three response percentages below).
 As a group, GwA members are very much 
aware of sustainability issues, have been engaged 
in some aspect of sustainability for more than 10 
years,	and	definitely	think	it’s	important.	We	want	
GwA to provide information to members at all levels 
to help us communicate with homeowners/home 
gardeners. in addition, we look to GwA to provide 
information about sustainability both to members 
and through outreach to consumers. “it’s very 
encouraging to see that so many GwA members 
feel sustainability is an important issue in gardening 
and are eager to share information on sustainable 
practices with their audiences,” remarked david 
J.	Ellis, editor of The American Gardener. “The 
challenge for garden communicators is to sift through 
the	reams	of	confusing	—	and	sometimes	conflicting	
— information to offer balanced, easy-to-understand 
and regionally relevant gardening advice to their 
audiences.”
 As far as what the sustainability Task Force 
(sTF) should accomplish in the next 12 months, the 
responses were varied with no single, outstanding 
objective, but rather a mix of creating resource 
lists and white papers to help with professional 
life, creating talking points about sustainability to 
use in communications and reaching out to related 
professional associations that have a sustainability 

platform and establishing opportunities to partner/
leverage with them all ranking high. kirk Brown, 
business manager at Joanne Kostecky Garden 
Design, commented, “The survey numbers recast 
the sTF’s dreams as prescient wisdom: ‘Members 
want sustainability to be a main focus of GwA’s 
communication and their own writing on all fronts.’”
 The biggest surprise was which sources of 
sustainable	gardening	information	we	find	credible.	
This was a “check all that apply” response, and 
academic	institutions	and	non-profit	educational	
organizations tied for top pick. But other GwA 
members were not such a credible source. That’s 
something for all of us to work on changing!
 we agree that there’s a difference between 
organic gardening and sustainable gardening, yet we 
don’t think consumers understand that. we’ve been 
involved in lots of sustainable practices. Again, this 
was a “check all that apply” question, so there was 
a variety of top picks that scored more than 80%, 
with reducing or eliminating the use of chemical 
pesticides barely nosing ahead of growing edible 
plants. substituting compost, manure, seaweed or 
other natural nutrients for chemical fertilizers ranked 
next, with creating habitat (birds and bees) following 
close behind. 
 All stages of the garden and lawn product 
process — from before using the product to 
disposing of the container — are important to us. 
we come across as a bit cynical when asked about 
what we think it means when companies are talking 
about their sustainability efforts. This was another 
“check all that apply.” Marketing activity with no 
real	meaning	or	benefit	and	balancing	profit	with	

Continued on page 5

1. i have been actively engaged in some aspect of 
sustainability for (choose one):
76% More than a decade
17% Five years
4% one year

2. The sustainability information GWA provides to 
members should be at the (check all that apply):
67% intermediate level
58%  Advanced level
48% Professional advancement level

3. i am PriMArily interested in sustainability infor-
mation that relates to my (choose one):
60% Communications to homeowners/home gardeners
20%  occupation as a landscape professional/nursery 
 owner/allied services professional 
9% Personal garden

Sustainability 
Survey Results

Continued on page 5

Figure 2: if, from Figure 1, you thought there was a difference 
between organic gardening and gardening sustainably, do you 
think consumers understand the differences between organic 
gardening and gardening sustainably (choose one)?
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concern about society and the environment were top 
contenders. But we balanced that a bit with believing 
that companies use environmentally responsible 
ingredients to make their products. 
Here is the rundown, question by question, with the 
top responses to each (except for questions 8 and 
12, which include all the responses). To see the 
results in their entirety, click here.  
 Lois	J.	de	Vries, sustainability Task Force 
Chair, summed it up well. “we already had a proposed 
scope of work based on the task force’s collective 
gut feelings, but it’s particularly rewarding to have our 
ideas	confirmed	by	the	survey	data.”	GWA	members	
encompass such a diverse group it could be helpful 
data to know how many respondents work in print, on 
the web or in other media, or are photographers, Pr 
people, Allied Trade members, etc. 
	 The	Trends	Committee	used	a	modified	version	
of this questionnaire to survey consumers (those who 
are gardeners in the broad sense of the word make 
up the sample group). it will be interesting to see if 
these folks match our expectations of them. 

4. if the Sustainability Task Force could accomplish 
only one thing within the next 12 months, what 
would you like that to be (choose one)?
22% Create resource lists and white papers to help me in 
 my work.
22% Create talking points about gardening sustainably that 
 i can use in my communications.
19% reach out to related professional associations that 
 have a sustainability platform and establish leveraging/
 partnering opportunities.

5. in my opinion, the issue of sustainability in gar-
dening is (choose one):
75% Very important
15% Moderately important
6% somewhat important

6. Which one of these categories do you feel best 
defines what the GWA’s role should be in provid-
ing information about sustainability in gardening 
(choose one):
75%  GwA should provide information about sustainability both 
 to its members and through outreach to consumers.
23% GwA should offer its members information about sustain
 ability on a limited basis.
2% GwA should not provide any information on sustainability.

7. in my professional arena, the clients/readers/view-
ers/consumers i interact with would like to receive 
(choose one):
45% Much more information about sustainability issues
34% A little more information on sustainability issues
17% About the same amount of information on sustainability 
 issues

8. indicate which of the following sources of sustain-
able gardening information you find credible (check 
all that apply):
86% Non-profit	educational	organizations	(botanical	gardens,	
 arboreta, sustainable sites initiative, etc.)
85% Academic institutions
68% Government entities (environmental Protection Agency, 
 state Departments of environmental Protection, 
 extensions services, Forestry Departments, etc.)
58% Professional/trade associations (AslA, APlD, PPA, iPPs, etc.)
33% other GwA members 
27% Traditional media (magazines, radio, TV, books, etc.)
24% websites, blogs, social media
21% independent garden centers/nurseries
17% Growers
9% other
6% Manufacturers
2% large home store garden departments

9. Do you think consumers understand sustainable 
gardening in the same or a similar way as GWA’s 
definition (choose one)?
51% no
38% i don’t know
11% Yes

12. indicate which of the following sustainable 
practices you’ve incorporated into your gardening 
activities (check all that apply):
88%  reduced my use of, or eliminated, chemical pesticides
86% Grew edible plants, vegetables, fruits, or herbs
83% Created habitat for birds
83% substituted compost, manure, seaweed, or other natural 
 nutrients for chemical fertilizers
81% Did more hand weeding to cut down on herbicide use
80%	 Created	habitat	for	bees	or	other	beneficial	insects
74% reduced the size of, or eliminated, my lawn
71% integrated more native plants into my garden
68% reduced or eliminated lawn watering
68% removed invasive plants from my property
68% increased my use of drought-resistant plants
62% Created habitat for wildlife
51% Planted trees to moderate the temperature of my house
38% reused runoff from my roof and other impervious surfaces
29% reduced the amount of impervious cover on my property
23% replaced traditional turf grass with no-mow/low-mow grass
19% switched from a gas mower to an electric or reel mower
4% installed a green roof

13. Thinking about the environmental impact of 
garden and lawn products, at which of the follow-
ing stages do you think the environmental impact is 
most important to reduce (choose one)? 
68% All of the above
14% The environmental impact of usinG the product (e.g. 
 effects on water supplies, air, etc.)
13%  The environmental impact BeFore i use the product 
 (e.g. ingredients/how ingredients are derived, how product  
  is manufactured, packaged & transported)

14. Many companies are now talking about their 
sustainability efforts. To you, what does that mean? 
(check all that apply):
50%  it’s simply a marketing activity that has no real meaning or 
	 benefit.
48%	 Balancing	profit	with	concern	about	society	and	the	
 environment. 
44% They use environmentally responsible materials or ingre-
 dients to make their products.

15. i plan to include topics on sustainability in my 
future communications with my audiences (e.g., 
articles, broadcast, photo, landscape clients, 
wholesale/nursery, etc.) (choose one)
84% Yes
8% not sure
5% need to learn more about it before communicating to others
 

Continued from page 4Continued from page 4

Helping Us Grow

one	new	
Member	2011
nan Chase
Carol Cichorski
Kate Copsey
rebecca Finneran
lorraine Flanigan
Phyllis Gricus
saxon Holt
Dawn Hummel
Anna leggatt
shanan Molnar
Ann Murphy

lesley Parness
Carolyn roof
Amy sitze
Frances Tenenbaum
Paul Tukey
Mark Turner
Val webb
william welch
linda Yang
one	new	
Member	2012
Peggy Anne Montgomery
sharon shreet

http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=member/sustainability.html


page 6 quill & Trowel newsleTTer       no. 1      FeBruArY 2012

The new year has 
launched	with	a	flurry	
of activity both in 
the industry and the 
association. spring 
bulbs broke ground 
in washington, D.C., 
in January. There has 
been no appreciable 
winter, yet, with none in 
sight, and it is February, 
with temperatures 
ranging from 40°F 

- 60°F during the day. it is a confusing time for 
gardeners who need experienced communicators to 
tell	them	what	to	do.	We	are	definitely	looking	forward	
to hearing Gary nabhan, our invited symposium 
keynote speaker for Tucson, share his insights about 
“Gardening in The Face of Climate Change.”

Long-Range Plan
one of the most exciting activities GwA has launched 
is the new long-range Plan for 2012-2015. The 
GwA Board of Directors reviewed and approved the 
vast majority of the plan, returning only 5 of 32 new 
and	updated	objectives	for	task	force	clarification.	
The lrP Task Force is reviewing the Board’s 
requests now, and the entire plan will be published in 
a	few	weeks,	after	final	approval.	Two	items	we	can	
share now are:

(1) updated Mission statement: GwA serves as the 
hub for a diverse group of communicators and 
organizations seeking to grow in their professions 
while nurturing gardeners and the green industry 
worldwide through training, career development, 
recognition, shared resources and community.

executive director’s report

robert C. laGasse 
executive Director

(2) A whole new structure and focus on information 
channels for creators is being investigated this 
year. A special task force is being created to 
develop recommendations, and we hope to unveil 
their proposal at the Tucson symposium. Much 
more will be conveyed on this topic over the next 
few months.

 After several years of preliminary discussions, 
now is the time for GwA to develop an updated 
education plan. in 2012, GwA will be taking a whole 
new	approach	to	the	creation	and	flow	of	educational	
programming from the symposium, through 
workshops and regional meetings, to webinars, 
podcasts and publications. This will be a multi-media, 
multi-channel approach to integrate and optimize 
old and new technology to serve the very diverse 
interests within the association and the profession.
 This year is an exciting time of change and 
growth we envision will go far to serve our new 
mission of GwA being the hub for a diverse group of 
communicators and the profession.

On Other Fronts
GwA’s weekly Clippings e-newsletter maintains 
a 40% - 45% reader open rate compared to the 
average open rate of 20% for associations as 
reported by Constant Contact. we thank all our 
members who support this free member service. 
 our electronic Media information service 
(e-blast media kits) also enjoys an exceptional open 
rate of 38% - 45% compared to the typical 20% for 
associations. recently, it was suggested that e-blasts 
may be viewed as product or service endorsements 
by	GWA.	Accordingly,	we	have	clarified	the	program	
messages to indicate e-blasts are not endorsements 
– they are media kits from Allied Trade members and 
non-profit	organizations.	In	the	past,	GWA	facilitated	

media kit distribution via mailing list sales. now we 
facilitate them via e-blasts that can only be sent 
through GwA so we don’t have to release member 
e-mail addresses that might fall into the hands of 
spammers.
 in recent weeks, there have been a number of 
lively discussions in various social media channels. 
if you have been involved, you should be aware that 
the GwA Directors and committee/task force chairs 
have been very active in responding to questions 
and correcting misperceptions. we thank the GwA 
leadership for their dedication that speaks volumes 
about the integrity of the group. 
 Taking this one step further, GwA is drafting a 
general FAq to address all the discussions for any 
member interested, but who may have missed the 
original question in various media. some questions 
are more complex than others; so, a FAq will help 
inform everyone at once rather than responding one-
on-one or in social channels where the audience may 
be limited, unknown and uncertain. The FAq will be a 
living document we will update as questions arise.
 Again, this has already been a very active new 
year. Thanks to all our directors and committee/
TF volunteers for the important work you are doing. 
Much more activity is on the horizon, and we will 
report our progress on old and new programs as 
these activities develop.
 Don’t forget to reserve oct. 12-15, 2012, to 
attend the 64th GwA Annual symposium in Tucson. 
we hope to see a record participation.
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Food Program Grows at St. 
John’s Cathedral — Denver
loaves, Fishes & lettuce
By JoDi TorPey

when Kris stoever grabbed a Plant A row garden 
starter kit at the Front range organic Gardeners’ 
plant sale in May, she imagined the possibilities 
hidden inside six seed packets. A few weeks later, 
volunteers were planting the bean, amaranth and 
pumpkin seeds in a new garden on the grounds of 
Denver’s st. John’s Cathedral.
 st. John’s is known for its loaves and Fishes 
food program that distributes 5,000 pounds of 
canned goods to needy families each year, but 
volunteers had never considered growing fresh 
produce until they learned about Plant A row for the 
Hungry (PAr).
 “Churches have a lot of different roles in the 
community,” Kris said. “if we’re not growing and 
giving, then what are we here for?”
 PAr information in the sunday bulletin attracted 
a previously invisible force of gardeners who willingly 
shared their expertise with Cathedral members who 
had never gardened before.
 Volunteers planted raised beds with tomatoes, 
peppers, lettuce, walking onions and assorted 

herbs. over the summer, 
a dedicated group of 
gardeners watered the 
garden, harvested the 
produce and donated 
nearly 200 pounds to the 
Volunteers of America 
Food Bank. “our goal 
was to grow 200 pounds, 
but we’re disappointed 
it wasn’t 400,” Kris said. 
“This year was all about 
learning what to grow 
and how to protect tender 
plants.”
 The garden at st. 
John’s Cathedral was 
part of the larger Denver 
Metro area PAr effort, 
now in its second season. 
Just like Kris, 300 other 
volunteers received free 
garden	starter	kits	filled	with	seed	packets	donated	
by Botanical interests, BBB seed and lake Valley 
seed — all Colorado seed companies. Area garden 
centers added discount coupons for vegetable and 
herb transplants.
 At the end of the season, Denver gardeners 
reported their donations of more than 880 pounds of 
produce to 20 different food service agencies. Many 
gardeners posted their donation totals on the Plant a 
row Colorado Facebook page and included photos 
with their updates.
 Kris started making plans in 2011 for the 
Cathedral’s Plant a row effort in 2012. The 
volunteers are considering moving the garden to a 
larger space that’s closer to the kitchen to help with 
harvesting. Volunteers plan to work more closely with 
food banks to plant the produce they can use most.
 “we’re also thinking of starting an Adopt-an-Herb 
program,” Kris said. “People can adopt a plant and 
then take care of it throughout the season.”

(1) Kris Stoever was the engine that drove the 2011 Plant a Row effort at St. John’s Cathedral garden in Denver.
(2) cathedral gardeners, Anne klenk (kneeling) and chris Alexander, were among the group of experienced gar-
deners who helped with the Plant A row effort.

1 2

A special thank-you to Ferry-Morse seed Company for donating more than 
1,500 packets of veggie and herb seeds to Plant A row for the Hungry for 
2012. shown here is Mike Tate, marketing manager for Ferry-Morse seed 
Company showing the display at the symposium in indianapolis. Doreen 
Howard has already distributed all of the seed packets to PAr volunteers in 
the illinois area.
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A Curmudgeon and Social Media
By DouG GreeN

By now, you know that i don’t necessarily follow 
the pack when it comes to dealing with a modern 
publishing environment. This is as true with social 
media marketing as it is with any other part of the 
publishing environment.
 To begin, let’s differentiate between social media 
networking and social media marketing. one has few 
objectives other than to meet friends, perhaps new 
writers and editors, while the other is a marketing 
function where you’re selling product. while there 
may be a small overlap in these two areas, they are 
completely different in scope and practice; writers get 
into trouble when they confuse the two.
 in traditional business, marketing gets 3% to 
10% of the gross budget; the smaller number is 
for larger, established companies and the 10% for 
aggressive startups. As a rough rule of thumb, a 40-
hour workweek produces four hours of marketing. 
networking isn’t a function of my workweek but 
considered non-work time.

Focus
The problem i see regularly is a lack of focus by 
fellow garden writers; some of you are “everywhere” 
spending a lot of time promoting your work (way 
more than four hours) and much less time actually 
producing content. And some focus on sites that 
don’t	generate	valuable	links	or	traffic.	For	example,	
there was a quick conversation on Facebook about 
StumbleUpon	and	it	was	shared	that	Stumble	traffic	
was irrelevant; a quick burst and quick abandonment 
with no lasting effect. so, any time actually spent 
there was pretty much a waste of time as the quality 
of	the	visitor	was	lower	than	any	other	traffic	source.	
with less time on site, less click-throughs, less 
subscriptions	and	less	clicks	—	Stumble	traffic	led	
all the lows. And yet, without analyzing the behavior 

of the stumble visitor, it would appear worthwhile to 
court them. Focus on the effective, not the popular!

Twitter
After eight months of intense Twittering, my stats 
showed a less than 1% response rate to Tweets (on 
average) and Twitter was so far down my stats lists 
as	to	be	irrelevant	as	a	traffic	source.	The	time	I	was	
spending doing it wasn’t paying off in valuable reader 
traffic;	my	hourly	wage	by	the	number	of	visitors	over	
eight months wasted my time. it would have been 
better to focus on writing new content and to put 
the feed on autopilot. But it was only when i ran the 
numbers that i got this information.

Targeted Social Media
while i have many garden 
writer friends, you’re not 
my target audience and i 
really don’t care if you’re on 
my fan page or newsletter 
lists. i want real gardeners 
to interact with me and 
help me with their real 
gardener friends. You folks 
tend not to share as readily 
as regular folk do and you 
(quite frankly) don’t make 
me money. Believe it or 
not, sharing in the form of 
blog links and attribution by 
garden writers is lower than 
my other groups; indeed it 
was interesting data once i 
started looking at it. 
 There’s an argument that 
i need your “likes” to promote 
me	to	your	readers;	I	find	my	
readers promoting me to their 

friends’ works much better than you folks do. After all, 
many of your friends are fellow garden writers and 
it’s an incestuous little circle; you’re promoting and 
blogging to each other and not the general public.

Social Media Doesn’t Scale
Here’s the kicker i’ve learned over the years. what 
works with 300 readers and followers, does not work 
when the numbers get much higher. For example, 
approximately 1% of site visitors will use a q&A form 
to ask a question. when you have 1,000 visitors a 
month, 10 questions is comfortable. when you have 
one million visitors a month, 10,000 questions is out 
of the realm of possibility. Three hundred followers on 
Facebook, asking questions, is comfortable, 3,000 
followers is not. Analysis of Twitter’s most popular 
people showed clearly the biggest have virtually no 

Continued on page 9
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interaction with followers. The best information on 
this kind of data is Dan Zarella’s Zarella’s Hierarchy 
of Contagiousness, available on Amazon. That’s a 
must-read for anybody in business today.

Continued from page 8

regional Meetings

region 2

The following regional meetings are scheduled for 2012. Additional information will be posted 
online at www.gardenwriters.org and in future issues of the Quill & Trowel newsletter.

Friday,	March	23
Writer’s	Workshop	
8:00	a.m.	-	5:00	p.m.

Asbury	United	Methodist	church
1533	Springhouse	Rd.	•	Allentown,	Pa.		    

Registration	fee:	$75/person
(gWA	member/spouse);		

non-member	fee:	$100/person
Registration	ends:	March	9

As the internet transforms the publishing industry, 
savvy writers rule. in a full day workshop, Daniel	
gasteiger	will describe how the publishing industry 
has all but shut out unpublished writers and explains 
how the internet provides unprecedented opportunity 
for both aspiring writers and published authors to 
succeed. registrants will need to have a laptop 
computer to connect with the onsite network.
 (www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/
region2_3_23.html)

region 1

Friday, June 22
English	gardens	

&
organic	Practices
in	Litchfield	county	

Bethlehem	&	Washington,	conn.		 

Registration	fee:	$35/person
(gWA	member/spouse);		

non-member	fee:	$50/person
Registration	ends:	June	15

enjoy a day of garden tours in Connecticut. Visit the 
Bellamy-Ferriday House & Garden for tours and a 
session with Bill Duesing, northeast organic Farmers 
Association, followed by lunch. 
 Travel to Cynthia rabinowitz Permaculture 
Garden, Hollister House and Brush Hill Gardens for 
afternoon tours. Details coming soon to the GwA 
website.

continued	on	page	10

Google+
The jury is still very far out on this one. it’s so new 
and the relationship between Google search and 
Google+ isn’t quite clear yet. whether this will 
become extremely important (it will if G+ survives 

and	thrives)	or	whether	it’s	a	flash	in	the	pan	is	not	
yet known. i suspect it will create an audience and 
user-base, but whether that’s large enough to sustain 
it is an unknown. 

Facebook
i’ve left the best until last, and at some point, may 
revisit this in a detailed column. For now, it is 
important to understand that “how” you interact with 
Facebook is as important as the fact of using it. let 
me leave you with three things to do with Facebook. 
	 The	first	is	to	get	Facebook	like	buttons	on	every	
page of your site. set them for the page or the site 
but	get	them	there.	Facebook	climbed	up	my	traffic	
generator list (it’s still in the second rank, but worth 
looking at) as soon as i did that.   
 The second is to employ Facebook comments 
on selected pages. Google is searching these 
comments and uses them in the main index. The 
issue, of course, is that this doesn’t scale and visitors 
tend to use them to ask questions (often unrelated 
to the content) much more than simply “comment”. 
so, if you don’t answer questions, be chary with your 
placement. 
 The third is to upload pictures to your FB fan 
page rather than lots of text. And only one a day will 
generate	more	response	and	traffic	than	multiple	
links and text. Keep it simple and keep it visual.

Bottom Line
read Zarella’s book!  Do the Facebook steps. 
Evaluate	your	traffic	patterns	from	all	social	media	
and dump non-productive ones no matter how much 
fun. You, too, can be a curmudgeon.

Doug Green, a GWA Award of Excellence for Writing 
winner and 25-year nursery veteran writes for his
own websites, now one of the largest on the Net, 
delivering a variety of content. Doug’s aim is to be 
independently wealthy as a garden writer helping 
beginner gardeners.

http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/region2_3_23.html
http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/region2_3_23.html
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Continued from page 9

Friday, May 25
“the	DuPont	cultural	Legacy”
nemours	Mansion	and	gardens
(850 Alapocas Dr., Wilmington, Del.)

Longwood	gardens	
(1001 longwood rd., kennett Square, Pa.)

Registration	fee:	$35/person
(gWA	member/spouse);		

non-member	fee:	$50/person
Registration	ends:	May	11

Register	early	

Photograph the “lost Gardens of wilmington” during 
an optional early morning photo shoot at nemours 
Mansion and Gardens. Then learn the history of 
the estate and take a private tour of the grounds, 
mansion and gardens.
 longwood Gardens will host a lunch and 
business meeting. Attendees will be introduced to 
their sustainability programs (recycling and solar 
fields),	arts	programming	and	the	student-designed	
garden program. Themed tours will be led based on 
these	topics.	Participants	are	welcome	to	finish	the	
day visiting the gardens at their leisure.
	 The	green	raffle	and	GWA-famous	trunk	show	
will be held in the longwood Gardens parking lot at 
the end of the day. Bring something to share with 
the	group	and	make	certain	that	you	have	your	raffle	
ticket! 
(www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/
region2_5_25.html)

region 5

Saturday,	March	10
chicago	Flower	&	garden	Show

navy	Pier	•	chicago,	ill.
8:00	a.m.	-	2:00	p.m.

Registration	fee	(after	Feb.	9):	$45/person
(gWA	member/spouse);		

non-member	fee	(after	Feb.	9):	$55/person
Registration	ends:	Feb.	24

Chicago’s navy Pier will transform into a runway for 
the bold and beautiful Hort Couture-themed Chicago 
Flower & Garden show. An estimated 60,000 visitors 
will attend. GwA attendees  receive free admission 
to the show and have two hours access to the show 
floor	before	it	opens	to	the	public.
 enjoy a continental breakfast and a catered 
lunch. You will receive free parking at the navy Pier 
and lively, dynamic topics. (www.gardenwriters.org/
gwa.php?p=meetings/region5_3_10.html)

region 7

Saturday,	March	17
canada	Blooms

Toronto, ontario, canada
notE:	Registration	is	closed.	

Visit	gWAwebsite	to	get	on	a	waiting	list.

Members are invited to attend an early morning 
guided tour of the display gardens before the show 
officially	opens	to	the	public.	Then,	get	together	
with fellow GwA members for lunch and the region 
Vii meeting. our speaker this year is fellow GwA 
member Pat Crocker who will engage us with 
a talk on the explosion in vegetable gardening. 
she’ll provide answers to the questions: what can 
i grow that tastes great and what will i do with the 
bounty my new garden produces? Pat explores the 
messages beyond the “how to” of gardening to get 
to the meat and potatoes of exactly what it is that 
the new generation of vegetable gardeners and food 
preservers need to know. (www.gardenwriters.org/
gwa.php?p=meetings/region7_3_17.html)

i wish to alert garden writers, garden photographers 
and our commercial members to a scam that has been 
tried on me. it begins with a legal letter stating that 
an image used in a book has not been cleared for 
copyright. in this instance, the writer claimed to be 
a european representative from the Frank lloyd 
wright Foundation, stating an archive image i had 
used of wright had not been cleared for publication in 
europe, when in fact i had a legal document from the 
Foundation granting me world rights.
 i have heard of companies with websites also 
being contacted by copyright attorneys stating that 
images have not been cleared for website use. some 
of these are legitimate, but others may not be, using 

a	fictitious	stock	agency	name.	
 i have discovered that many of my images 
sold	specifically	for	seed	packet	use,	for	
example, are being lifted off the front of seed 
packets for website use without my permission, 
and also from pages of my books. so far the 
several companies who have done this have 
pleaded ignorance of the copyright laws and 
paid my very reasonable asking price once i 
contacted them, but i have heard of instances 
where a website copyright infringement for even 
a thumbnail image has resulted in a demand for 
$2,500.00 per image!

 —Derek	Fell

Letter to the Editor

www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/region2_5_25.html
www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/region2_5_25.html
http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/region5_3_10.html
http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/region5_3_10.html
http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/region7_3_17.html
http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/region7_3_17.html
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Photographers corner

Continued on page 12

The Mousetrap Business

By MArk TurNer

An old adage from poet ralph waldo emerson 
says, “Build a better mousetrap and the world will 
beat a path to your door.” An important corollary that 
doesn’t	get	repeated	as	often	is	that	you	first	have	to	
convince the world that your mousetrap is better.
 Photographs are my mousetraps. it takes a lot 
of work to both create a better mousetrap — and we 
need more than one — and to get the word out that 
my mousetrap even exists. A lot of photographers 
take the easy route and put galleries of images on 
the web and hope for the best. i’m sure you’ve also 
heard that “hope is not a business plan.”
 in the December issue of the Quill & Trowel, 
Janet	Loughrey wrote about placing an 
appropriate value on your work. But how do you get 
buyers to connect with you and your valuable images 
in	the	first	place?
 you have to show what you want to sell. 
That’s where having an extensive, well-captioned, 
easy to browse, thoughtfully organized and 
searchable online gallery comes into play. Although 
your web gallery probably won’t generate income on 
its own, i believe it’s critical to have one.
 in the garden photography business, our clients’ 
needs	are	often	very	specific.	A	humongous	online	
library may not make sense. The garden magazine 
editors i work with are still willing to work with 
individual stock photographers, sending out want 
lists, reviewing galleries of photographs and then 
requesting high-res copies for publication.
 on the commercial side, i’m getting the 
impression that more and more buyers want 

instant	online	access	to	high-res	files	at	any	time	
of day or night and don’t care so much about 
the personal research service we specialists can 
provide. Photographers targeting that market might 
want to use a service like Photoshelter that makes 
automating the sales and delivery process relatively 
easy. The tradeoff is that to have a really useful 
garden collection takes a lot of storage space, and 
thus	a	significant	cost.	Keywording	is	critical,	too,	and	
that takes a huge amount of time to do well.
 But if you’re not going to put your entire 
20-year library online how do you connect with 
potential buyers? Many magazines are now 
including their contributor guidelines and contact 
information on their websites. so you can browse for 
new magazines at your favorite newsstand and then 
look up their information online. You can also use the 
old-fashioned technique of looking on the masthead 
for the photo editor’s name and writing it down along 
with the magazine’s address. send a query letter 
with a few nicely printed samples of your work. Don’t 
forget to include all the details about how they can 
get in touch with you. Make it easy since editors, art 
directors and other photo buyers get a lot of promos. 
You want to stand out from the crowd. That’s one 
reason not to depend on e-mail. However, if their 
guidelines say to contact them by e-mail, then follow 
the directions.
 Good old-fashioned networking with other 
people in the business is also valuable. when you 
attend GwA events, make a point of seeking out the 
editors you want to work with and develop a personal 
relationship with them. if you’re friendly, and they like 
your work, the chances of making a sale go up. use 

(1) No mousetrap, just 
large mouse-ear chickweed 
blossoms, photographed for 
Wildflowers of the Pacific 
Northwest. © 2008 Mark 
Turner

(2) curving brick walk leads to 
early 1900’s home with front 
yard garden. Photographed as 
stock in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho 
and licensed as the front cover 
of This old House. © 2007 Mark 
Turner 

(3) Dry flower stems capped by fresh snowfall. Photographed as stock 
in a Spokane, Wash., garden and licensed as a Birds and Blooms back 
cover image. © 2008 Mark Turner

1
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3
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Photographers 
corner 
continued

your connections with the writers and bloggers in the 
group, too. You never know who may know someone 
who will become a valuable client.
 if you want to work with one of the manufacturers 
or distributors to photograph their products or to 
license your stock images for use in their marketing 
materials, you need to track down the person 
responsible for their advertising and public relations. 
it could be an in-house individual or it could be an 
outside agency. it may be easiest to start by making 
some phone calls to the company and asking 
questions. if you’re at a trade show, you can ask the 
salespeople for names of the folks in the marketing 
department. There’s that personal networking thing 
again.
 Garden photography is not a commodity 
product. it’s not something we’re licensing in mass 
quantities to consumers. That means we need to 
be selective in choosing the individuals in our target 
market. we have to make ourselves known, and we 
have to get in touch with those buyers on a regular 
basis.
 if that sounds like marketing any other business, 
you’ve gotten the point. unless you’re in this just 
for the fun of photographing gardens and don’t care 
about making a living, it’s a business just like any 
other.

Mark Turner has been licensing stock garden 
photography to book and magazine publishers 
since 1994 from his home in Bellingham, Wash. 
He has four specialized websites, including www.
turnerphotographics.com, www.pnwflowers.com, and 
the gallery portion of www.inlandnwgardening.com.

Continued from page 11

GWA Foundation Scholarships Awarded

The Garden writers Association Foundation 
(GwAF) announced recipients of the 2012 student 
scholarship Grants in Gardening Communications 
and the Kathleen Fisher Memorial scholarship. The 
Foundation mission is to encourage students who 
major in horticulture, plant science or journalism to 
develop their skills with further education toward 
a career in home garden media communications. 
The scholarship award is intended as a tuition aid 
or as an aid in the purchase of textbooks, garden 
books and special horticultural projects to further a 
student’s horticultural journalism skills or their garden 
photographic skills.
 The Kathleen Fisher Memorial scholarship is 
presented in recognition of Kathleen Fisher, who 
was the editor of The American Gardener, the 
journal of the American Horticultural society. it is 
given annually in the amount of $500 to any post 
secondary student, including technical schools and 
communication colleges, majoring in horticulture, 
plant science or journalism, with an interest in garden 
communications.
 GwAF general scholarship grants are provided 
for college-level juniors or seniors enrolled as fulltime 
students majoring in horticulture, plant science or 
journalism, with an interest in garden communication, 
including garden photography. General scholarships 
are given annually and vary in number (from two to 
six), and an amount ($250-$2,000) depending on the 
scholarship endowment earnings.
 Applicants must submit a minimum of two written 
compositions or photographs. They must plan to 
complete undergraduate studies in the institution 
administering the GwAF scholarship and have a 
cumulative grade point average of at least 3.0 on a 
4.0 scale. The scholarship grants were conveyed in
December for the 2012 spring term. A total of $7,000 
in student grants was given.

kiM kiDo studies agriculture 
at the university of Hawaii, 
Hilo, where she serves as 
editor of the college newsletter. 
Previously, she interned as 
a writer for world watch’s 
“nourishing the Planet” project 
and co-authored a bi-weekly 
column on sustainability issues 

for a university newspaper. named a “Diversity 
Ambassador” last fall by the society of American 
Foresters and specializing in agroecology, she is 
interested in the environmental impacts of agriculture, 
the role agroforestry can play in mitigating them, and 
designing sustainable agroecosystems. This spring, 
she will travel to queensland, Australia, to study at 
James Cook university. 
 in Kim’s free time, she enjoys landscape 
photography, hiking and making everything from 
pastry to bicycle-powered blenders. Her travel 
photography was published in the university’s art and 
literary magazine Kanilehua last fall. After graduating, 
she would like to work with farmers through the 
Peace Corps in sub-saharan Africa, pursue a 
graduate degree and ultimately start a farm. she 
sees farming as a way to combine her passions for 
science, agriculture, and making things.

Born in1989, korBiN 
lyN PAul grew up in the 
enchanted countryside of rural 
Baldwin, wis. she enjoys being 
involved with her niece and 
cousins’ children.  
 As a child, Korbin loved to 

Student Scholarship Recipients

Continued on page 13
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Student Kathleen Fisher 
Memorial Scholarship

ANDreA WeDDuM is from 
Hamilton, ontario, Canada. 
she expresses her deepest 
gratitude for winning this 
scholarship. Andrea is currently 
a student at the niagara 
Parks school of Horticulture in 
niagara Falls, Canada.
 Andrea’s most memorable 
horticultural job to date was 

working at the royal Botanical Gardens in Burlington, 
ontario, where she worked as the Barbara laking 
scholarship student Gardener. she had the privilege 
of redesigning the Barbara laking Memorial Garden 
to depict a Canadian heritage garden circa 1880-
1920. 
 During this time, she published her memorable 
experience and new-found appreciation of heritage 
plants through the royal Botanical Garden’s own 
magazine, Paradise Found. This experience gave 
her the drive to share more horticultural treasures 
and pleasures through her writing.
 Andrea has carried this passion at school by 
writing articles for her Alumni Association newsletter, 
the Horticultural Herald. once she graduates, it is her 
dream to become a horticultural author. with the aid 
of this scholarship, she can continue to research her 
love and interest of Juglans nigra (black walnut) for 
her	first	book!

study animals, especially marine animals. she has 
always had an interest in writing and exercise starting 
with basketball and softball, she now really enjoys 
yoga, rock climbing and dance. Korbin began her 
undergraduate study at Florida Atlantic university in 
Boca raton dabbling in anthropology and biology. 
After working as a gardening technician at the usDA/
Ars invasive Plants research laboratory in Fort 
lauderdale, Korbin was called to horticulture. she 
moved home in 2010 to support her mom during her 
time of illness and transferred to the university of 
Minnesota to pursue the world of plants.
	 When	Korbin	is	not	studying,	you	can	find	her	
playing the bells in the Midway-Frogtown Arborator’s 
Polka Band, in the greenhouse, her kitchen or out in 
the forests of the Midwest stalking the wild foods to 
learn, know and eat.  

kATy STerNBerGer is 
a junior at the university of 
new Hampshire, studying 
english and journalism 
in the Honors Program. 
she has earned a French 
minor and was elected to 
Pi Delta Phi, the French 
national Honor society, as 
a sophomore. she serves 
on the student editorial 
board for Inquiry, the unH 
journal for undergraduate 

research, and she is a proofreader for Coastal Home 
magazine. she has been published numerous times, 
locally and nationally, for her articles, poems and 
photography. Katy is also a member of the unH 
observatory staff, and she has been responsible for 
publishing the observatory’s newsletter on her own 
website: www.starwrite.org. she takes much joy 
from	flowers	and	is	determined	to	share	that	joy	with	
others through her writing.

lAureN TuSki is currently 
a junior at Michigan state 
university majoring in both 
horticulture and professional 
writing. she jokes that majoring 
in such different disciplines gets 
her to use both sides of her 
brain. Besides that, it allows 
her to spend time outside 
and with plants, which never 
ceases to inspire, relax, and 

rejuvenate her, as well as time writing, designing and 
editing,	which	she	finds	incredibly	rewarding	and	
exhilarating. lauren has been very blessed with a 
number of opportunities ranging from fantastic jobs in 
greenhouses and gardens, participation in PlAneT 
student Career Days, a position as the Msu 
Horticulture Club treasurer, and much more. 
 lauren loves meeting new people, putting herself 
in new situations and trying everything. she is lucky 
to have the support of a small town, her wonderful 
family and close friends she’s had since the third 
grade. in her spare time, she enjoys running, reading 
and pulling weeds. 

AMANDA WilkiNS is a 
student at n.C. state studying 
horticultural science. Her 
original interest in horticulture 
was orchids, but she is also 
interested in public gardens and 
the role of gardens in an urban 
setting to teach the public about 
plants and nature. 
 Amanda believes 
educating the public will 
increase appreciation of nature 

and that it is one of the most effective ways to 
conserve the environment. she is also interested 
in doing research, either on orchid ecology or on 
the effect of perennial borders and intercropping 
herbs on pest management/pollination for vegetable 
production. she believes in focusing on her studies, 
but also being involved in her community.

Continued from page 12
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reGionAl neWs & notes

region 1

see deer defeat “it Can’t Be Beat” at the 
Connecticut Flower & Garden show in Hartford, Ct. 
(Feb.	23-26), the Pennsylvania Garden expo in 
Harrisburg, Pa. (Feb.	24-26), the Boston Flower 
& Garden show in Boston, Ma. (Mar. 14-18) the 
springfest Flower & Garden show in Augusta, n.J. 
(Mar. 15-18) and the Capital District Garden & 
Flower show in Troy, nY (Mar. 23-25).  (www.
deerdefeat.com)
 Lorraine	Ballato will speak Feb.	24	at the 
31st Annual Connecticut Flower & Garden show. 
she is scheduled to deliver two talks: “shrubs: 
The Backbone of the Border” and the “Foolproof 
Hydrangeas.” (www.ctflowershow.com or call north 
east expos, 860.844.8461)
 Feb.	24, duncan Brine leads “site 
Character” featuring his six-acre, naturalistic garden 
in Pawling, n.Y., at the new York Botanical Garden. 
As part of Peconic land Trust’s annual Bridge 
Gardens Lecture Series, Duncan will give a talk in 
Bridgehampton, n.Y., Mar. 18. (www.gardenlarge.
com)
 Catch tovah	Martin and talk terrariums at 
the Connecticut Flower show in Hartford Feb.	26 
at 12:30 p.m. (www.ctflowershow.com) or at the 
Philadelphia Flower show Mar.	10 at 11:30 a.m. 
(www.theflowershow.com). Mar. 17, she will give 
an impassioned plea for stewardship at the 
Mercer County Master Gardeners symposium in 
Princeton, n.J. (www.mgofmc.org/symposium). 
(www.tovahmartin.com)  
 Mar. 3, Barbara	Emerson will be a keynote 

speaker at the 2012 rhode island Gardening 
symposium “Food, Flowers & Family.” Her talk is 
“edible landscape Design.” The symposium is on 
the uri Kingston Campus. (http://conta.cc/zG5EyV)
 colleen	Plimpton will keynote the syracuse 
Flower show Mar. 3 with her presentation, “Hello 
My Garden!”. she will present “The Bins and outs of 
Composting” at the Chicago Flower show Mar. 12 
and Mar. 17 at the Boston Flower show. 
 Penny	o’Sullivan will speak about choosing 
trees and shrubs for year round appeal at the 
Billerica Garden Club, Mar. 6 at 7:00 p.m., and at 
the Boston Flower show, Mar. 17 at 2:30 p.m. As 
editor of Coastal Home magazine, she welcomes 
queries from garden writers on subjects of interest to 
her readers on the northern new england seacoast.
 dency Kane will present a program on 
“Photographing Your roses” to the Manhattan rose 
society in Yew York City Mar. 6 at 6:30 p.m.
 Mar. 8, Ellen	Zachos will speak to the 
englewood, n.J., Garden Club on “Container 
Gardening.” Mar. 17, she will lecture on “Hardy 
Cacti and succulents” for the Mid-Atlantic Hardy 
Plant society.
 Lisa	colburn will speak about her soon-to-
be released book, The Maine Garden Journal — 
Insider secrets from Maine people who love to 
dig in the dirt, Mar.	10-11 at The Portland 
Flower show (http://portlandcompany.com/flower/) 
and apr. 7-8 at The Bangor Garden show 
(http://www.bangorgardenshow.com/)
 Mar. 11, C.L. Fornari will speak on pruning 
at the Chicago Flower & Garden show at the 
navy Pier. (http://www.chicagoflower.com) C.l. 
will also speak in Vermont at the Great Gardens 
and landscaping symposium apr. 14. 
(http://www.pyours.com/symposium)

 Jo ann gardner will be making the 
case for “Herbs, The new ornamentals” at the 
2012 Conference for the Home Gardener at the 
university of Connecticut in storrs, Conn., Mar. 16. 
(www.2012garden.uconn.edu)
 apr. 12, Ellen	W.	Sousa will present a talk 
about natural habitat landscaping at elm Bank, 
wellesley, Mass. 
 apr. 14, Judith	irven will speak at the 
New	England	Wildflower	Symposium	on	“A	Sense	
of Place; Gardens that Celebrate the natural 
landscape.”
 Elfreda	Stangland is assisting the u.s. 
Daughters of 1812, niagara Frontier Chapter plan for 
their aug. 18, grave marking ceremony for war of 
1812 Veteran Moses Bacon. A fundraising tea follows 
at the watt Farm: rsVP 585.589.1640. elfreda 
also reports that new York state Federated Garden 
Club District 7 clubs, The suncatchers and soil, Toil 
& Thyme are welcoming new members. (Call Jane 
lawall at 585.345.1640 for information.)
 Vincent	Simeone announced that six 
internships in grounds maintenance (10-12 weeks; 
application deadline: apr. 1) and one greenhouse 
internship (April thru september; application 
deadline: Mar. 1) are available at the Planting Fields 
Arboretum, P.o. Box 58, oyster Bay, nY 11771. 
send a letter of intent to Vincent stating why you 
are interested in applying for the internship. The 
application form and information packet will then be 
provided. Completed applications should include 
official	transcripts,	a	resume	and	three	letters	of	
reference. (Contact: Vincent simeone, 516.922.8601 
or Vincent.Simeone@oprhp.state.ny.us)

—c.l. Fornari

Continued on page 15
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wendy scott announced that each Wednesday	
in	February, The Delaware Center for Horticulture 
brings in experts from throughout the northeast to 
help	gardeners	find	inspiration	and	advice	that	will	
make their home environments more attractive and 
their gardening experiences more enjoyable. (To 
register, visit TheDCH.org; or for information, contact: 
Mary Kay Camaratta, mcamaratta@TheDCH.org or 
302.658.6262 ext. 100)
 From Feb.	12	through	Mar.	10, The 
wayne Art Center (www.wayneart.org) in wayne, 
Pa., is exhibiting 30 examples of garden furniture, 
metalwork and stone carving made by Chanti-
cleer’s garden staff (including Dan	Benarcik). 
This	is	the	first	time	these	items	have	been	
displayed outside of the garden itself. chanticleer 
(www.chanticleergarden.org) opens Mar. 31.
 diana K weiner will give a preview of 
her “Gardener’s Gadgets” talk to The Gardeners 
and The Planters Garden Clubs Feb.	14 from 
11:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon at the Morris Arboretum 
(100 northwestern Ave., Philadelphia, Pa.) (The 
snow date is Feb.	21.) This is a preview for the 
Philadelphia international Flower show where she 
will be returning to the Gardener’s studio Mar.	10 
at 10:00 a.m. again showing the audience what new 
products are hot for the upcoming season of weeding 
and watering. The presentation will then be shown 
to the Philadelphia Cactus and succulent society 
apr. 22 from 12:00 noon - 1:00 p.m. at the 
Horticulture Building at Fairmont Park. “native 
Trees & shrubs” will be Diana’s topic at the Morris 

Arboretum school of Horticulture apr. 9 from 
8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
 george	Weigel will present many late-winter 
talks at assorted venues in central Pennsylvania: 
three at the Pennsylvania Garden expo in Harrisburg 
Feb.	24-26; three at the Pennsylvania Garden 
show of York Mar. 2; three more at Master 
Gardener schools in Milton and Dauphin Mar. 3 
and Mar. 17; a talk and a display-garden tour at the 
Pennsylvania Home show in Harrisburg Mar.	10; 
a veggie-gardening program at Ashcombe’s Garden 
Center Mar. 31, and two talks at Hershey Gardens 
apr. 14.	He’s	also	leading	five	different	bus	tours	
to the Philadelphia Flower show and then taking 40 
central-Pennsylvania gardeners to the netherlands 
apr. 18-29 to see the Floriade and other Dutch 
floral	attractions.
 Stephanie	cohen continues her busy 
speaking schedule with these following dates: 
Feb.	25 — Perennial Plant symposium at Atlanta 
Botanical Garden, Atlanta, Ga.; Mar. 3 — rochester 
Civic Garden Center, rochester, n.Y.; Mar. 7 — 
Philadelphia Flower show; apr. 22 — Federated 
Garden Clubs, Philadelphia, Pa.
 Dan	Benarcik will speak for the Perennial 
Plant Association Feb.	25, in Towson, Md. The 
subject will be,”Keeping it Fresh, sources of 
inspiration.”
 Kathy	Jentz announced that Washington 
Gardener magazine will host a tour day of the national 
Agricultural library for local garden clubs and select 
guests Feb.	26 from 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. This is 
a special opportunity for those who work fulltime 
or those who are not in the D.C. area to travel to 
town for it. The tour will include a behind-the-scenes 
look at the library’s special collections. From actual 
specimens brought back by usDA explorers to 
vintage seed catalogs, this library is a treasure-
trove of garden history. Garden Writers who would 

like to attend this event, should contact kathy 
Jentz (WGardenermag@aol.com) by Feb.	24.
 Visit Cairo and Alexandria and cruise the 
nile vicariously with claire	Sawyers Mar. 1 
at the scott Arboretum of swarthmore College, 
swarthmore, Pa. Visit wonders of the world and 
modern landscapes to learn about egyptian culture. 
(www.scottarboretum.org)
 Washington Gardener magazine will also host 
two trips to the Philadelphia Flower show from the 
D.C.-area. one will depart from Behnke nurseries in 
Beltsville, Md., Mar. 6, and the other from downtown 
silver spring, Md., Mar. 7. unique aspects to 
the washington Gardener Magazine tours are the 
showing of garden DVDs onboard the coach, goody 
bags stuffed with fun items, and a rousing “Ask Dr. 
Chlorophyll” q&A session.
 Louise	clarke, horticulturist at Morris 
Arboretum, Philadelphia, Pa., will present “Crazy for 

region 2

rep. Gerald Brady (center) accepted the inaugural “Public Ser-
vant Greening Award” from The Delaware center for Horticulture 
executive Director Pamela Sapko (left) and Public relations & 
Policy Advisor Wendy Scott (right). The award recognizes an 
elected official or government employee for his/her outstanding 
commitment to greening in Delaware, especially contributions 
that have advanced TheDCH’s mission to cultivate a greener 
community; inspiring appreciation and improvement of our envi-
ronment through horticulture, education and conservation.

Photo courtesy of The Delaware Center for Horticulture
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Ferns” Mar. 17 from 10:30 a.m. – 12:00 noon. Join 
the Arboretum staff for an illustrated lecture and visit 
to the only freestanding fernery in north America. 
Built during the late 1890s when collecting and the 
veneration of nature were fashionable pastimes, this 
unique	structure	remains	a	significant	architectural	
and horticultural feature of the Arboretum.
 Mar. 23 from 1:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. Claudia 
west and carrie	Wiles will present “The 
landscape’s Color spectrum,” in the Gillespie room, 
wister Center, scott Arboretum of swarthmore, Pa. 
This will be a photographic presentation interpreting 
Bertolt Hering’s research of natural color ranges in 
modern european landscapes and how he applied 
these principles to the American landscape. Carrie 
and Claudia will discuss how the swedish natural 
Color system provides a tool for analyzing the 
color layers of Mid-Atlantic plant communities. 
(610.328.8025 or http://scottarboretum.org/
calendar/2012-03.html#landscape)
 Mar.	30, join scott Arboretum of swarthmore 
College curator Andrew Bunting for an in-depth 
look, both in the classroom and outside among the 
collections, at some choice plants for Delaware 
Valley Gardens. Participants will receive thorough 
plant fact sheets on each broadleaf evergreen 
discussed. (www.scottarboretum.org)
 The chanticleer lecture at the radnor 
Memorial library (www.radnorlibrary.org) in wayne, 
Pa., will feature Dan Hinkley, Apr. 15 at 3:00 p.m. 
 Betty	Mackey has been working with 
Betty	Earl on the book, Fairy Gardens, that B.B. 
Mackey Books will publish this spring. she has also 
joined the newly formed skunk Hollow Community 
Garden group in radnor Township, which is offering 
individual garden plots to residents on Township-
owned open space. Plant A row for the Hungry, here 
we come!

—Dan Benarcik

region 3
Continued from page 15

Susan	Betz will be the featured speaker at the 
Homer (Mich.) Historical society Annual Herb 
workshop, Feb.	11 at 9:30 a.m. she spoke at 
their	first	workshop	20	years	ago.	Her	talk	will	be	
about gardening and her book, Magical Moons 
and seasonal Circles: stop-look-listen stepping 
into the Circle of the seasons. Betz will present 
“Magical Moons & seasonal Circles,” based on 
her book of the same title, for the Michigan Herb 
Associates 25th annual conference Mar. 7-8 at 
Michigan state university. Her book explores how 
seasonal weather patterns and climate affect the 
life cycles and interactions of common native herbs, 
animals and insects living in our backyards and local 
communities. (http://miherb.org) she will give the 
same presentation at the slayton Arboretum spring 
Garden Program Mar. 19 at the Dow Conference 
Center on the campus of Hillsdale College.
	 Bobby	Schwartz will speak Feb.	18 at the 
Gardening on the shady side symposium sponsored 
by the Youngstown Men’s Garden Club and Fellows 
riverside Garden. Her two talks are “Designing for 
Dry shade” at 9:30 a.m. and “Color in the shade with 
Herbaceous Plants” at 1:00 p.m. 
 Jo	Ellen	Meyers	Sharp will talk about “what 
not to Plant” at the Marion County spring Garden 
Clinic Feb.	25 in indianapolis. Mar.	10, she will 
offer a “new Plant sampler” at Gardeners’ Gathering, 
presented by the wabash Valley Master Gardeners 
at st. Mary of the woods, ind. At the Chicago 
Flower & Garden show Mar. 13, sharp will present 
“Planes, Trains and Are There Any Gardens Around 
Here?”, a talk based on her new book, The Visitor’s 
Guide to American Gardens. she’s also writing mini-

profiles	of	gardens	for	American	Horticulture.
 Sabrena	Schweyer will be the keynote 
speaker for the “Home Gardener workshop,” 
Mar.	10, sponsored by ohio state university 
extension and lake County Master Gardeners. The 
program will be held at lakeland Community College

Maria	Zampini has a busy speaking 
schedule. in January, she was at the ohio state 
university nursery short Course in Columbus, 
ohio, talking about “Branding: The nuts and Bolts, 
Advantages and Disadvantages.” Mar. 15, Maria 
will be the keynote speaker at the 2012 nursery 
& Garden industry Association Conference in 
queensland, Australia, to cover “riding the wave of 
Change.” (www.ngiaevents.com.au/confrence2012/) 
apr. 9 brings Maria back close to home, speaking 
to the Gardeners of Greater Cleveland 2012 
about “new Plant introductions and sustainable 
selections.” 
  Susan	Martin gave two presentations at 
the Mid-Atlantic Horticulture short Course. she spoke 

Sabrena Schweyer’s presentation, “Matching House & 
Garden,” provides advice on creating color schemes to 
enhance the home and unify the overall appearance of a 
property. 

http://www.radnorlibrary.org/
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region 4about new perennials and “Formula for success” for 
today’s retailers. Martin will also be the lead speaker 
at the Green Bay Botanical Garden spring Thaw 
symposium, Green Bay, wis., Mar. 24. ed Lyon 
will speak about “new Plants: Promise and reality” 
at the Green Bay event.
 Maria	Zampini’s company, lake County 
new Plants, has evolved into UpShoot™ LLC. she 
and her father, Jim, are passionate about plants and 
through upshoot are able to help eveyone — from 
breeders to plantsmen and grower to gardeners — 
live out their passion for plants, too. 

Upcoming	Events:

•	Feb.	11-Mar.	25: Cleveland Botanic 
Garden’s orchid Mania, Cleveland, ohio 
(http://www.cbgarden.org/OrchidMania2012.html)
•	Mar. 1-4: west Michigan Home & Garden 
show, DeVos Place, Grand rapids 
(http://www.showspan.com/WMH/Home.aspx)
•	Mar. 9-11: Michigan Home & Garden 
show, Pontiac silverdome, Pontiac, Mich. 
(http://www.showspan.com/MHG/Home.aspx)
•	Mar.	10-18: indiana Flower & Patio 
show, indianapolis, ind. 
(http://indianaflowerandpatioshow.com/)
•	Mar. 15-18: lansing Home & Garden 
show, lansing at Michigan state university 
(http://www.showspan.com/LHG/Home.aspx)
•	Mar.	30-Apr.	6:	Garfield	Park	Conservatory	
spring Bulb show, indianapolis, ind. 
(www.garfield-conservatory.org)
•	apr. 14-15:	Garfield	Park	Conservatory	
orchid show, indianapolis, inc. 
(www.garfield-conservatory.org)
—christine	Kelleher	&	Jo	Ellen	Meyers	Sharp

Ann	Mccormick will appear at the Cy-Fair Home 
& Garden show near Houston, Texas, Feb.	25-26. 
she will talk on “10 Must-Have Herbs For Cooks,” as 
excerpted from her book of the same name, and “the 
well-seasoned Garden,” a discussion of landscaping 
with herbs.
 The 2012 Perennial Plant symposium & 
silent Auction, “The inspired Gardener,” will be 
held Feb.	25, 8:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. Hear inspired 
“garden heavyweights” Katy Moss warner, 
Stephanie	cohen, steve Brady, Shannon	
Pable and norman Kent Johnson share their 
stories and expertise. Presented by Georgia 
Perennial Plant Association. (register online:
 http://AtlantaBotanicalGarden.org)
	 Brent	Heath will share his knowledge and 
amazing images with the Guilford Horticulture soci-
ety	in	Summerfield,	N.C.,	Feb.	25. His topics are 
“Bulbs as Companion Plants” and “Magical, Mystical 
Meadows.”	“Daffodils	De-Mystified”	is	Brent’s	topic	
at Dixon Gallery and Gardens in Memphis, Tenn., 
Mar. 18. Brent will present a seminar for the 
waynesboro Virginia Parks & recreation about 
“Tropical Paradise Gardens” Mar. 28. in between, 
Brent will share information about “lovely long 
lasting lilies,” “Keukenhof and other Famous 
Gardens” and “Bulbs in the landscape” with various 
other clubs and Master Gardener organizations. 
 Jean Mcweeney will speak about “Gardening 
for wildlife” at the Down and Dirty Garden seminar 
at Cypress Bend Golf resort and Conference Center 
on Toledo Bend lake, la., Feb.	25.
	 Feb.	25, Erica	glasener will be the featured 

speaker at the southeast lawn and Garden expo, 
(http://www.selawnandgarden.org/). Mar. 22-23, 
erica will teach a garden design workshop and 
give a lecture at Callaway Gardens (http://www.
callawaygardens.com/info/calendar/calendar.
callaway_gardening_school.event.aspx)
 Buddy Lee will speak at the southern 
spring Home and Garden show in Charlotte, n.C., 
Feb.	29-Mar.	4 (www.southernshows.com), and the 
woodlands Home and Garden show near Houston, 
Texas, Mar. 31-apr. 1 (www.woodlandsshows.com). 
The 59th Annual north Carolina Azalea Garden Tour 
will be held apr. 13-15 in wilmington, n.C. 
(http://www.capefeargardenclub.org/azalea_
garden_tour.htm)
 Mary	Palmer	Dargan, AslA, APlD, will 
serve on a panel at The Botanical Times, a GCA 
flower	show	hosted	by	the	Jupiter	Island	Garden	
Club,	with	juried	horticultural	and	floral	design	
displays Mar. 7-8 from 2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
at the Jupiter island Town Hall, 2 Bridge road, 
Hobe sound, Fl. Lifelong Landscape Design:  
Environments of Health and Longevity (Gibbs smith, 
fall 2012) has author, Mary launching new material 
on unsuspecting landscape architects at the AslA 
Twin states regional Conference (Miss.-Ala.) in 
natchez, Miss., apr. 13. later in April, the Garden 
Club of America annual post meeting tour comes to 
visit Charleston, s.C., to see Dargan Gardens apr. 
17. Many of these gardens are on tour for Historic 
Charleston’s Festival of Homes and Gardens
 June	Mays will give the following 
presentations: Mar. 8, “Jane Austen and the British 
landscape” at the Academy for lifelong learning, 
sewanee, Tenn., and Mar. 18 at the Manchester 
Garden Club, Manchester, Tenn.; Mar. 29 at the 

Continued from page 16
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Festival of Flowers, Mobile, Ala.; and apr. 18 at 
the Canterbury Garden Club, Birmingham, Ala.; 
“shade solutions” at the Birmingham Fern society, 
Birmingham Botanical Garden, Birmingham, Ala., 
Mar. 21.
 At 3:00 p.m. Mar. 26, Robert	Haehle will 
give an on-screen presentation of “Favoite Florida 
native Plants,” (based on the book Native Florida 
Plants co-authored by himself and Joan Brookwell) at 
John Knox Village in Pompano Beach, Fl.
	 Barry	glick will speak at the following venues 
this spring:  Mar. 29, 6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. wood 
County Master Gardeners spring symposium, 
Parkersburg, w.Va.; Mar. 16-17, 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 
p.m., Mercer County new Jersey Master Gardeners; 
apr. 14, 9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m., Michigan state 
Botanic Garden spring symposium, east lansing, 
Mich. (Dates, details and contacts: http://www.
greatgardenspeakers.com/listing/barry-glick-
4c2232a1879a0.html)
	 Pam	Beck will present “let’s Mix it up,” 
her lecture about mixed border design, to the 
Charleston Horticultural society, apr. 9, at 
6:30 p.m., at the Charleston Museum. 
(www.charlestonhorticulturalsociety.org)
 Hugh	conlon will present “stepping into 
Ground Covers” at the Mid-Atlantic Garden Faire in 
Abingdon, Va., Apr.	20.
 Mary	Palmer	Dargan, AslA, APlD, will 
serve on a panel at The Botanical Times, a GCA 
flower	show	hosted	by	the	Jupiter	Island	Garden	
Club,	with	juried	horticultural	and	floral	design	
displays Mar. 7-8 from 2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
at the Jupiter island Town Hall, 2 Bridge road, 
Hobe sound, Fl. Lifelong Landscape Design:  
Environments of Health and Longevity (Gibbs smith, 
fall 2012) has author, Mary launching new material 
on unsuspecting landscape architects at the AslA 
Twin states regional Conference (Miss.-Ala.) in 

natchez, Miss., apr. 13. later in April, the Garden 
Club of America annual post meeting tour comes 
to visit Charleston, s.C., to see Dargan Gardens 
apr. 17. Many of these gardens are on tour for 
Historic Charleston’s Festival of Homes and 
Gardens. 

—carol	Brouwer

region 5

Kelly	norris will present several lectures this 
winter with stops in Pewaukee, wis., Feb.	21 for 
the Midwest Perennial Conference; little rock, Ark.; 
Feb.	25 for the Arkansas Flower and Garden show; 
Chicago, ill.; Mar. 11 for the Chicago Flower show; 
storrs, Conn.; Mar. 15 for the uConn Perennial 
Conference; Kansas City, Mo.; Mar. 17 for a 
presentation to the Garden Center Association of 
Greater Kansas City; and Denver, Colo.; and 
apr. 11 for a presentation to the local iris and 
rock garden society chapters.
 Lynn steiner will make presentations on 
various topics this spring. Appearances include: 
Feb.	21 at the Midwest Perennial Conference 
in Pewaukee, wis.; Feb.	25 at the native Plants 
for Garden and landscape use, Chippewa Valley 
Master Gardener Association Think 
spring Garden seminar in Chippewa Falls, 
wis.; Mar.	10, a keynote on “Prairie-style 
Gardens” and a presentation on “rain Gardens” 
at the wright County Master Gardener spring 
education Day in Albertville, Minn., and Mar. 
24, a keynote on “Prairie-style Gardens” and 
a presentation on “Gardening with native Plants” at 

the stearns County Master Gardener Horticultural 
education Day in Collegeville, Minn.; Mar. 31, 
a keynote on “Prairie-style Gardens” and a 
presentation on “rain Gardens.” Mar. 31 and apr. 
1, Morton Arboretum spring Garden Party in lisle, ill.
 Melinda	Myers continues traveling the 
country inspiring new and experienced gardeners of 
all ages. she will speak several times a day at the 
st louis Home show Feb.	23-26. Then, she’s off 
to the southern spring Home and Garden show in 
Charlotte, n.C., for presentations Feb.	29 and 
Mar. 1. The tour continues with appearances 
Mar. 3 at the idaho Horticulture society spring 
Horticulture symposium in Boise; Mar. 8 at the 
Philadelphia Flower show; Mar.	10 at the south 
Central Master Garden symposium in Monroe, wis.; 
Mar. 12 at the Chicago Flower and Garden show; 
Mar. 17-18 at the wBAY Home and Garden 
show in Green Bay, wis.; Mar. 23-25 at the quad 
City Flower and Garden show in rock island, ill.; 
and Mar. 31 at the new Hampshire Master 
Gardeners’ welcome spring symposium. 
(www.melindamyers.com)
 carol	cichorski is very excited to be 
speaking at the Chicago Flower and Garden show 
Mar. 17. see how her half-acre garden is moving 
from summer wow to four-season wow wiTH 
less worK. Carol will share her tips, and the tips 
of others who have been kind enough to collaborate 
with her.
 Roy	Klehm will be the featured speaker at 
the Third Annual spring Fever symposium at the 
iowa Arboretum, 1875 Peach Ave., Madrid, iowa, 
apr. 14, 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. His topics will be 
“Peonies and Hardy Magnolias.” Attendees will also 
be able to purchase featured plants. (515.795.3216 
or www.iowaarboretum.org)

—Melinda Myers

Continued on page 19

http://www.greatgardenspeakers.com/listing/barry-glick-4c2232a1879a0.html
http://www.greatgardenspeakers.com/listing/barry-glick-4c2232a1879a0.html
http://www.greatgardenspeakers.com/listing/barry-glick-4c2232a1879a0.html
http://www.charlestonhorticulturalsociety.org
http://www.historiccharleston.org/news_events/festival_calendar.html
http://www.historiccharleston.org/news_events/festival_calendar.html
http://www.melindamyers.com
http://www.iowaarboretum.org
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reGionAl neWs & notes continued

Continued from page 18

region 6

Joshua	Siskin is looking for extraordinary gardens 
for his weekly garden in the los Angeles Daily news. 
He is especially interested in writing about gardeners 
with extraordinary gardens, whether the garden’s 
uniqueness comes from its design or its seldom seen 
plant selections. if you or someone you know has 
such a garden and would like to be written about in 
siskin’s column, contact him at 818.427.1383 or by 
e-mail at joshua@perfectplants.com. 
 Dan	Heims will speak at the following 
upcoming events:	Feb.	18 at 12:45 p.m. at the 
Kansas City Garden symposium at The nelson 
Atkins Museum of Art in Kansas, Mo. Heims will 
discuss new and exciting perennials and tropicals 
from around the world, in his “Garden Gems” talk; 
Mar.	10 at 11:00 a.m. at the Chicago Flower show 
in Chicago, ill., on two occasions — at 11:00 a.m., 
“Garden Gems” during which he will discuss new 
and exciting perennials and tropicals from around 
the world and Mar. 11 at 12:15 p.m. on “Container 
Crazy and small space Gardening.” He will speak 
Mar.	10 at 1:00 p.m. at GwA’s region V meeting 
at the Chicago Flower show in Chicago, ill., on 
“From Passion to Profession;” a guest speaker at 
My Garden nursery, in Mill Creek, wash., Mar. 17 
from 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. The event coincides with 
My Garden nursery’s “365 Days of Heucheras” 
blog	series	finale.	Heims	will	be	speaking	about	the	
“Amazing uses of Heucheras” at the event; a guest 

speaker at the Men’s Garden Club of syracuse 17th 
Garden seminar apr. 14 at Justin’s Grill in east 
syracuse, n.Y., from 9:00 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. Heims 
will speak about “Garden Gems,” new and exciting 
perennials and tropicals from around the world. 
 each year the new Mexico Xeriscape Council’s 
water Conservation Conference focuses on the 
impact water has on a particular segment of our lives. 
with the theme of “Collaboration for new solutions,” 
the 17th conference Feb.	23-24 looks for new 
ways that activists with overlapping interests might 
pool resources to solve mounting environmental 
problems. nan sterman will speak on “edible 
landscapes and water Conservation.” 
 Feb.	26-27, the spin-off new Mexico Xeriscape 
expo, also in Albuquerque, is free and open to the 
public and features Judith	Phillips speaking 
about “Coping with extremes: Arid-land Gardener’s 
strategies for Dealing with Climate Change” during 
the back-to-back events. (www.xeriscapenm.com)
 nita-Jo Rountree will give a lecture at 
Molbak’s Garden + Home titled “welcoming roses 
into Your Garden,” Feb.	25 at 10:00 a.m. (13625 
n.e. 175th st., woodinville, wA). learn how to 
successfully incorporate a variety of roses into your 
mixed beds and landscape. nita-Jo will share garden 
design principles and how to apply them so you can 
include these beauties in your garden.
 Linda	chalker-Scott will speak to several 
Master Gardener groups this spring, including those 
at the Van Dusen Botanical Gardens in Vancouver, 
B.C. (Feb.	25), seattle, wash. (Mar.	10), Burnaby, 
B.C. (Mar. 18) and Alaska (apr. 14). Visit 
www.theinformedgardener.com where there are also 
links to her new Informed Gardener podcast series 
and the Garden Professors blog.
 The fourth annual Mar Vista Green Garden 
showcase takes place in conjunction with citywide 

earth Day Celebrations in los Angeles apr. 21 
from 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. This Free garden 
tour seeks to empower Angelenos to adopt 
environmentally conscious living solutions.
 (http://marvistagreengardenshowcase.com/)

—Pat	Munts

region 7

Stephen	Biggs will speak at the following venues: 
Feb.	11 at niagara seedy; Mar. 3 at the stratford 
Garden Festival; and Mar. 26 at the Grimsby 
Garden Club.
  theresa	Forte will direct a hands-on winter 
Photography workshop Feb.	25 at the niagara Parks 
Botanical Garden, from 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Theresa 
will present “sweet Caroline – native Carolinian 
plants for home gardens” at Canada Blooms Mar. 16 
at 4:00 p.m.
 June	Flanagan will be a featured speaker at 
three Canadian garden shows: Mar. 31, Gardening, 
in winnipeg, Manitoba; apr. 1, Gardenscape, 
in saskatoon, saskatchewan; and apr. 14 at 
the Calgary Horticultural society Garden show, 
in Calgary, Alberta. Join June for plenty of edible 
gardening tips, illustrated by gorgeous images of 
homegrown fruits, vegetables, herbs and edible 
flowers	and	the	signing	of	her	fourth	and	recently	
published book, Edible Plants for Prairie Gardens: 
The Best Fruits, Vegetables and Herbs.

—Veronica Sliva

mailto:joshua@perfectplants.com
http://www.xeriscapenm.com/
http://www.theinformedgardener.com/
http://marvistagreengardenshowcase.com/
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GWA Members Gather in Kansas city

It’s all about COLOR! 

Color was the recurring message we heard at the 
recent National Green Centre in Kansas City — 
the annual meeting of the western nursery and 
Landscape	Association	held	Jan.	7-9.	We	first	heard	
it from Michael Dirr, the well-known plantsman, 
when we had the opportunity to join him and the 
horticulture director of Powell Gardens for a two-
hour walking tour of that 900-acre site east of the 
city. This superb garden alone was worth the trip, 
with stunning educational facilities, extensive, 
beautifully designed hardscape, dozens of display 
gardens featuring edibles, evergreens, grasses, 
etc., all located in zone 6, like we are here in new 
Jersey. Throughout the three days, Dr. Dirr and 
other growers continued to build on the concept that 
consumers were demanding new plants with long-
lasting or repeating color -- and, that green was not a 
color after all in their eyes. 
 The highlight of this event was the ‘sweet 
Melissa’ plant fashion show, run just like a new York 

City fashion show, with 
professional models, 
fast-paced music and 
50 spectacular new 
and colorful plants from 
several growers at the 
show (see them all here). 
we even had a guest 
appearance from Mrs. 
Kansas City, who strutted 
her perennials with 
arguably the greatest 
pizazz, clearly having 
honed her walk by carting 
several kids on her hip 
over the years. our 
two favorites (it is hard to pick just two) were a 
voluptuous, big-leaved kalanchoe, for a container 
on the patio; and a twinkling, variegated weeping 
redbud, as a specimen small tree to brighten a 
spot in any garden. we also were intrigued to learn 
that Burpee is introducing a new ‘BoosT’ line of 

veggies that are packed with vitamins and 
antioxidants. Access to high-nutrition food like 
this feeds right into the community garden and 
“eating local” trends, which are at the top of 
the list for novice gardeners.  
 Much as a new year and new planting 
opportunities put a big buzz of excitement 
on the event, many participants during the 
two days of the conference noted that the 
industry had shrunk by 30%, both in number 
of businesses and in revenue, over the past 
five	years.		Horticulture	professionals	clearly	
need to collaborate as effectively and 
efficiently	as	possible	across	growers,	

distributors, nurseries and designers to meet the 
needs of gardeners.  At the same time, consumers, 
too, are struggling with smaller wallets. Much time 
was spent at each forum discussing how increased 
communication among trade members and the 
consumer	will	benefit	us	all.	The	value	of	breaking	
into social media opportunities like Facebook and 
Twitter, to grab the younger gardener with more real-
time communication, were made clear with numerous 
success stories shared. embracing the momentum of 
organic gardening and green building and landscape 
was also repeatedly stressed. 
 Clearly, members of GwA have the skills and 
knowledge to help industry members get toeholds 
in social media, and we’re already producing 
newsletters, blogs and other marketing materials. At 
a breakfast meeting hosted by Kirk	Brown and 
Maria	Zampini, both stressed that we, too, could 
help ourselves by attending conferences such as this 
one, not just to learn about plants and trends so that 
we can integrate the information into current work, 
but to use the event as an opportunity to network and 
meet and develop new clients.
 conclusion: Although we both do still think 
green is a fabulous color, we did have a productive 
three-day trip to a venue and location new to us. 
we admired the concept of a fashion show to 
introduce new plants and suggested getting the 
word out further with local “trunk shows” and a video 
of the event posted on YouTube, as well as on the 
association’s website. As new members, we also 
enjoyed meeting members of GwA from the Midwest 
and west Coast and much appreciated the free 
admission generously offered to GwA members.

—ilona	ontscherenki & Lorette	cheswickMany of the GWA members attending the meeting held still long enough to be 
caught in a photograph.

photo by Kirk R. Brown

Michael Dirr spoke to 
the breakfast group 
about the need to 
improve communications 
throughout the industry.

photo by K
irk R

. B
row

n

http://www.nationalgreencentre.org/
http://www.powellgardens.org/
http://www.nationalgreencentre.org/2012_FashionShow_attending.vp.html
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   in Memoriam

the insider scoop

Jeanne cope announced the birth of her new 
website: www.jeannecope.com. reviews, 
suggestions and helpful hints are appreciated. The 
website is written in conversational style and caters 
to beginners.

apr. 17, Elvin	McDonald will be in savannah, 
Ga., where the Garden Club of America at its annual 
meeting will name him an Honorary Member.

Lorene	Edwards	Forkner has been named 
editor of Pacific Horticulture magazine, a quarterly 
journal dedicated to educating and inspiring 
gardeners in the art and science of horticulture on 
the west Coast.

Jane	Milliman has debuted a new, industry-
focused e-newsletter. “ear to the Ground Pro” is 
targeted to the trade only and features regional, 
national and intrernational news of interest to the 
upstate new York green industry professional. 
Appropriate promotional and news items are wel-
come and may be sent to jane@janemilliman.com. 

Jo	Ellen	Meyers	Sharp was honored recently 
for her volunteer work with Business ownership 
initiative of indiana, which helps people start or 
grow their small business. indianapolis Mayor Greg 
Ballard declared Dec. 7, 2011, as Jo ellen Meyers 
sharp Day in honor of her 10 years of service to 
Boi. under her leadership, including six years as 
board president, more than 600 small businesses 
were launched, the sBA’s Central indiana women’s 
Business Center became part of Boi, and a micro 
loan fund was established.

Three Columbus, ohio-area gardeners — Debra	
Knapke,	Michael	Leach	and teresa	Woodard 
— launched Heartland-Gardening.com, a Midwest-
focus garden blog Jan. 1. The blog showcases 
the region’s horticultural scene with information 
about outstanding gardens, amazing gardeners, 
good books, trends, seasonal recipes, tried-and-true 
and	new	favorite	flora.	

Mary	Palmer	Dargan’s landscape design 
for The serenity Garden, at Gateway Community 
services Center, a drug rehabilitation center in 
Jacksonville, Fl., is one of three national projects 
selected	in	the	finalist	competition	for	the	GCA 2012 
Founders Fund Award. 

peggy anne Montgomery announced that she 
will be serving as the new Brand Manager for the 
American Beauties brand of native plants. American 
Beauties is dedicated to promoting native plants that 
bring life to your garden. (www.abnativeplants.com)

Ellen	W.	Sousa’s Massachusetts farm was 
recently honored by the new england wild Flower 
society with the 2011 Kathryn s. Taylor Award for a 
Private Garden.

Roger	Marshall is now the editor of Hobby 
Greenhouse magazine. Hobby Greenhouse is 
published quarterly for members of the Hobby 
Greenhouse Association and covers all aspects of 
growing, maintaining and using a home greenhouse. Continued on page 22

clyde	Phillip	“Skip”	Wa-
chsberger died of cancer 
in his orient, n.Y., home nov. 
20, 2011. skip was an ac-
complished writer, artist and 
gardener. He considered his 
orient garden of beauty and 
wild abandon, 28 years in the 
making, to be his masterpiece. 
skip’s policy was to keep the 
garden gate open. He had 
a genius for friendship and 
invariably invited everyone to 
visit his garden
 After moving to orient in 
1983, skip became the green-
house manager at ornamental Plantings in southold, 
the gardening columnist for North Fork Country, and, 
as his reputation grew, the designer of many of the 
fine	gardens	of	Orient.
	 At	the	age	of	51,	he	finally	met	the	love	of	his	
lifetime, Charles Dean. They completed their family in 
2007 with rover, a Havanese puppy. During their al-
most	16	years	together,	they	fulfilled	all	their	dreams.	
on Aug. 19, 2011, they were married at southold 
Town Hall.
 As a writer, skip co-edited, with Charles, Of 
Leaf and Flower: Stories and Poems for Gardeners 
(2001), which won a GwA Gold Award for illustration. 
He wrote Rose and Daffodil (both 2004) and an illus-
trated memoir, Into the Garden with Charles, which 
will be published in April 2012 by Farrar, straus and 
Giroux. A privately-published edition of his memoir 
also won a GwA Gold Award for illustration. 

www.jeannecope.com
mailto:jane@janemillman.com
http://andyswebtools.com/cgi-bin/p/awtp-custom.cgi?d=cherokee-garden-club&page=18505
http://andyswebtools.com/cgi-bin/p/awtp-custom.cgi?d=cherokee-garden-club&page=18505
http://www.abnativeplants.com/
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   Welcome to the following new members who joined 
   the association in January and February 2012

neW MeMBers

Kathryn	Aalto
Kathryn Aalto Design
9 Highcroft
exeter, eX4 4Jq  united Kingdom
(o) 1392434108
(H) 1392434108
(F) 1392434108
kathrynaalto@hotmail.com
www.kathrynaaltodesign.com
www.kathrynaaltodesign.
   com/narratives

Jacqueline	Austin
GardenCenterwriter.com
29616 2nd Pl s
Federal way, wA 98003
(o) 206.769.1531
(H) 206.769.1531
jacqui@gardencenterwriter.com
www.gardencenterwriter.com
www.gardenpathtraveler.com

Rose	Bartlett
5 Howland rd.
Asheville, nC 28804
(o) 828.424.7022
(H) 301.320.4226
roselovebartlett@gmail.com

Elaine	carey
18 inglewood Dr.
Toronto, on M4T 1G8 Canada
(o) 416.509.4724
(H) 416.488.3952
Elaine.carey@gmail.com

staci Catron
Cherokee Garden library
130 west Paces Ferry rd. nw
Atlanta, GA 30305
(o) 404.814.4046
(H) 404.277.1261
(F) 404.814.4175
scatron@atlantahistorycenter.com
atlantahistorycenter.com/
cherokeegardenlibrary

christopher	cohan
11 ridgeland Manor
rye, nY 10580-3641
(o) 914.967.4485

(F) 914.967.8338
ccohan9355@aol.com
chriscohan.com

Linda Crago
Tree and Twig Heirloom 
   Vegetable Farm
74038 reg rd. 45
wellandport, on l0r 2J0 Canada
(o) 905.386.7388
(H) 905.386.7388
treeandtwig@sympatico.ca
www.treeandtwig.ca
www.treeandtwigheirlooms.
blogspot.com

William	cullina
Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens
132 Botanical Gardens Dr.
Boothbay, Me 04537
(o) 207.633.4333 x 102
(H) 207.633.4546
wcullina@mainegardens.org
www.mainegardens.org
www.williamcullina.com

Amy	Daniel
Fall Creek Farm & nursery, inc.
39318 Jasper-lowell rd.
lowell, or 97452
(o) 541.762.1737
(H) 541.912.7236
(F) 541.937.3373
amyd@fallcreeknursery.com
fallcreeknursery.com
fallcreeknursery.com/blog

Suzanne	DeJohn
218 n. Main st.
Cambridge, VT 05444
(o) 802.393.3108
(H) 802.644.6325
suzanne@suzannesfarm.com

Robert	Fincham
Coenosium Gardens
4412 354th st. e.
eatonville, wA 98328
(o) 360.832.8655
(H) 360.832.8655

Plymouth, Mn 55446
(o) 763.559.6518
(H) 763.559.6518
evelyn@lesslawn.com
www.lesslawn.com
www.evhadden.com

John	Hansel
elm research institute
11 Kit st.
Keene, nH 03431
(o) 603.358.6198
(H) 603.358.6198
(F) 603.358.6305
info@elmresearch.org
www.libertytreesociety.org

Tammi Hartung
1270 Field Ave.
Canon City, Co 81212
(o) 719.275.0651
(H) 719.275.0651
(F) 719.275.0815
rclover@bresnan.net
DesertCanyonFarmGreenThoughts.
   wordpress.com

Kathleen	Henderson-Engeman
317 leguin Mill rd.
locust Grove, GA 30248
(o) 678.643.0609
(H) 770.898.9884
grdngaztte@aol.com

Frances	Hopkins
under A Foot Plant Co.
4742 liberty rd. s. #326
salem, or 97302
(o) 523.581.8915
fran@stepables.com
ww.stepables.com

Ronald	Javitch
Javitch natural History 
rare Book Foundation
P.o. Box 67 - station H
Montreal, qC H3G 2K5 Canada
(o) 514.282.0000
javitch.foundation@videotron.ca

bobfincham@mashell.com
www.cnos.biz

Bob	Fowler
15 Highview Dr.
new Gloucester, Me 04260
(o) 207.926.6195
(H) 207.926.6195
bobfowlerinmaine@gmail.com

EagleSong	Evans	gardener
willows lodge
14580 ne 145th st.
woodinville, wA 98072
(o) 360.794.2938
(F) 425.424.2585
eaglesong.gardener@
   willowslodge.com
www.willowslodge.com

Karen	geisler
Chalet nursery
3132 lake Ave.
wilmette, il 60091
(o) 847.688.0561
(H) 815.206.3998
karen.geisler@comcast.net
www.chaletnursery.com
www.hortiholic.com

Sandy	gillis
1948 Braeburn rd.
Altadena, CA 91001
(o) 626.394.2834
(H) 626.394.2834
sandyjimail@gmail.com

Mary gray
6308 Falling Brook Dr.
Burke, VA 22015
(o) 703.655.0711
(H) 703.323.0328
grayarea2@cox.net
www.gardenfixer.com
www.blackwalnutdispatch.com

Evelyn	Hadden
lesslawn
16275 County rd. 47 Continued on page 23

Continued from page 21

   in Memoriam continued

Dr.	John	Ansel	
Armstrong	thomson, 
passed away peacefully nov. 
28,	2011,	five	days	after	his	
100th birthday. Thomson 
developed the SUPERthrive® 
formula in 1939. He was still 
engaged in the daily operations 
of his company, Vitamin 
institute, when he died. 
 Holding a Ph.D. in 
biochemistry, Thomson has 
collected awards and commendation for his lifetime 
of	work.	In	2006,	Dr.	Thomson	became	the	first	
chemist to be honored with a lifetime Achievement 
Award from the lawn & Garden Marketing & 
Distribution Association. Throughout world war ii, his 
SUPERthrive®	was	used	by	five	U.S.	Government	
departments to transplant mature trees for defense 
plant	camouflage;	plant	and	sustain	low-dust	turf	
landing	fields;	among	other	things.
 when asked about his primary philosophy of life, 
Dr. Thomson summed it up saying, “My whole idea is to 
try to leave the world better off for wherever i touch it.”   

Lon	Rombough died Jan. 30 of what was probably 
a heart attack. He was 62 years old. He was the 
author of The Grape Grower and co-founder with 
Doreen Howard of the Garden writers listserv. 
 “My dad was a great man. He was intelligent, 
kind and always ready to help anyone in need. He 
loved his plants. His interest was endless and his 
passion was infectious. He was the bravest and the 
best man i have ever met, and he was my hero.
 “if you would like, you may send them to my 
mom, susan: suzierombough@gmail.com, or you 
e-mail me at: rambo2718@yahoo.com. (i should 
warn you in advance that i am not the best typer and 
that	writing	long	e-mails	is	difficult	for	me,	so	please	
have patience).                          —chris rombough

mailto:suzierombough@gmail.com
mailto:rambo2718@yahoo.com
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gwen		Lutz
203 lutz rd.
Zelienople, PA 16063
(o) 724.272.4121
(H) 724.452.5082
gwen_lutz2004@yahoo.com

Linda Lynott
Chartered Accountant
512-15, 515-15 wertheim Ct.
richmond Hill, on l4B 3H7 
Canada
(o) 905.731.9999
(H) 905.770.1981
(F) 905.886.0202
lindalynott@rogers.com

Ross	Martin
700 e 9th st #3
new York, nY 10009
(o) 917.687.0086
(H) 212.780.9031
(F) 212.780.9031
rossmartin@earthlink.net
rossmartindesign.com
gothamgardensnyc.com

Meleah	Maynard
4453 washburn Ave. s.
Minneapolis, Mn 55410
(o) 612.720.7754
(H) 612.720.7754
meleah@slowdog.com
slowdog.com
everydaygardener.com

Barbara	McBrien
3713 nile rd.
Davidsonville, MD 21035-2119
(o) 443.778.3486
(H) 410.798.0650
bmcbrien@verizon.net

Amanda	Mcnulty
Clemson extension service
115 n. Harvin st., Fifth Fl.
sumter, sC 29150

(o) 803.773.5561
(H) 803.837.2446
amcnult@clemson.edu

donna Murray
P.o. Box 9729
College station, TX 77842
(o) 979.589.3711
(H) 979.589.3711
willowdean9@aol.com

toby	Musgrave
BAuneVAnG 22
BirKeroeD, 3460 Denmark
(o) +45 45820087
(H) +45 60108024
toby@tobymusgrave.com
www.tobymusgrave.com

ilona	ontscherenki
10 Pond View rd.
Chester, nJ 07930-3123
(o) 908.879.0232
(H) 908.879.0232
(F) 908.879.0232
ontscherenki@yahoo.com
arboretumfriends.org

Joanna poncavage
1144 Pecan ln.
walnutport, PA 18088
(o) 610.737.9210
(H) 610.760.9092
(F) 610.760.9092
ponj@ptd.net

Kathy	Richardson
The Determined Gardener
19205 Howard Ave.
Citronelle, Al 36522
(o) 251.285.6511
(H) 251.421.2957
dg@determinedgardener.com
determinedgardener.com
determinedgardener.wordpress.com

Sheri		Richerson
403 east Bond Ave.
Marion, in 46952-2152
(o) 765.664.6916
(H) 765.664.6916
SheriAnnRicherson
   @exoticgardening.com
http://www.sheriannricherson.com
http://experimentalhomesteader.com

carole	Ann	Rollins
nature’s solution organic 
Gardening Products
14 Tilden Dr.
novato, CA 94947
(o) 415.898.5895
(H) 415.895.1410
(F) 707.940.0444
info@nature-technologies.com
www.nature-technologies.com

Walter	Schmidtke
56 woodcrest ln.
elk Grove Village, il 60007
(o) 847.815.2816
(H) 847.640.6382
wally@pesches.com
www.pesches.com

george	Shakespear
The Garden Conservancy
P.o. Box 219
Cold spring, nY 10516
(o) 845.265.2029
(F) 845.265.5392
gshakespear
   @gardenconservancy.org
www.gardenconservancy.org

Stacy	Sherman
213 e. Highland Ave.
Fort Atkinson, wi 53538
(H) 920.723.1846
stacypsherman@gmail.com

Peter	Sleight
Hartford Courant
14 lindsey ln.
willington, CT 06279
(o) 860.241.6591
(H) 860.965.5921
psleight@courant.com

anita stamper
334 n. 8th st.
Paducah, KY 42001-1030
(o) 731.217.2206
(H) 731.217.2206
stamperanita@gmail.com

Beth	Stetenfeld
PlantPostings
5213 rustling oaks ln.
McFarland, wi 53558
(o) 608.219.5660
plantpostings@gmail.com
plantpostings.blogspot.com

Amy	Stonestrom
Heritage Design
800 Vine st.
Hudson, wi 54016
(o) 651.695.0297
(H) 651.695.0297
(F) 651.695.0297
amystonestrom@gmail.com
www.heritagedes.com

gregg Tepper
Mt. Cuba Center, inc.
P.o. Box 3570
Greenville, De 19807-0570
(o) 302.239.4244
(H) 302.563.5336
(F) 302.239.5366
gtepper@mtcubacenter.org
www.speakingofplants.com

Rodger	tschanz
5 Goldie Ave.
Guelph, on n1H 6A3 Canada
(o) 519.824.4120 ext. 52788
(H) 519.836.9796

neW MeMBers continued

Continued from page 22

(F) 519.767.0755
rtschanz@uoguelph.ca
www.plant.uoguelph.ca/trialgarden

Alicia	Wells
4224 Chapin Ct
Grove City, oH 43123
(o) 614.357.3208
(H) 614.357.3208
wells40@email.franklin.edu

Linda	Whitlock
Msu extension
P.o. Box 42
nazareth, Mi 49024-0042
(o) 269.383.8815
(H) 269.327.0583
(F) 269.384.8035
whitlo13@anr.msu.edu
msue.msu.edu/kalamazoo
http://kalamazoomg.blogspot.com/

Lisa	Winters
109 Marley station rd.
Glen Burnie, MD 21060
(o) 410.798.5000
(H) 443.699.0488
law864@gmail.com

Paul	Zimmerman
Paul Zimmerman roses
P.o. Box 129
Campobello, sC 29322
(o) 864.363.2064
paul@paulzimmermanroses.com
www.paulzimmermanroses.com
www.finegardening.com/blog/roses

Allied	Members

Aloysius	Butler	and	clark
Kajsa Haracz
819 n. washington st.
wilmington, De 19801
(o) 302.655.1552
(F) 302.655.3105
kharacz@a-b-c.com

Floragem
lisa Heredia
409 Park lane Dr.
Venice, Fl 34285
(o) 941.483.3134
(H) 941.488.4280
lheredia@floragem.com

gie Media, inc.
Chuck Bowen
4012 Bridge Ave.
Cleveland, oH 44113
(o) 216.446.2712
 (F) 216.651.0830
cbowen@gie.net

Pat	Jones
Gie Media, inc.
4012 Bridge Ave.
Cleveland, oH 44113
(o) 216.446.2712
(F) 216.651.0830
pjones@gie.net

native	Seeds/SEARcH
Belle starr
3584 e. river rd.
Tucson, AZ 85718
(o) 520.622.0830, ext. 104
(H) 928.300.7989
(F) 520.622.0829
belle@nativeseeds.org
www.nativeseeds.org
https://www.nativeseeds.org/index.
php/community/discussion-forums

the	garden	conservancy
stephanie werskey
P.o. Box 219
Cold spring, nY 10516
(o) 845.265.5384
(F) 845.265.5392
swerskey
   @gardenconservancy.org
www.gardenconservancy.org
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Allied neWs
Mobile App To Find Tree’s Worth
Davey Tree just released a new, 
free	mobile	app	to	help	people	find	
out how much their trees are worth. 
For more information, go to www.
davey.com/treesense. To get this 
visit value.m.davey.com from your 
mobile device. The app works on 
most devices, including iPads and 
other tablets, iPhones, Android 
phones and Blackberry 6 os.

Droll Yankees Creates 
Wild Bird Hot Spot 
Droll Yankees announced their newest project in 
collaboration with the experts at the Cornell lab of 
ornithology to create the wild bird hot spot. This tool 
is the newest way to learn about birds and engages 
customers of all ages. The wild Bird Hot spot is 
designed	to	work	with	Droll	Yankees’	species-specific	
merchandising strips, and includes a header sign with 
instructions	and	five	“shelf	talkers”	for	each	species-
specific	category.	The	“shelf	talkers”	feature	a	series	
of qr codes which customers can scan with their 
smart phones to connect with birds and birding like 
never before, learning about their favorite bird species 
through content, video and audio experience. 
(www.drollyankees.com)

A Singular Vision
A gorgeous new book on the 
integration of art, architecture 
and landscape in process 
of designing a house was 
published by The Garden 
Conservancy. This book, A 
Singular Vision, was written by 
The Garden Conservancy’s 
late chairman, Tom Armstrong. Armstrong was the 
former director of the whitney Museum of American 
Art and three other art museums. Publisher: quantuck 
lane Press,  number of pages: 256. Cost: $85.

UrBin Grower™ Available
nature’s Footprint’s self-watering 
container, the urBin Grower™, 
is now available with more 
options than ever for gardening 
families. The urBin Grower’s™ 
unique design waters plants the 
way nature intended — from the 
bottom up. included is a growing 
container, water reservoir and 
a soil separator and it provides 
an easy and intuitive solution to 
water management. 
(www.naturesfootprint.com/gardenwriters)

ORCON Introduces the 
Blue Orchard Mason Bee
Known for being excellent early-spring pollinators, 
each Blue orchard Mason Bee is able to do the 
pollinating work of 120 honeybees. This will improve 
the	bloom	on	flowering	plants	and	increase	the	yield	
in fruit trees. unlike honeybees, the Mason Bees 
carry	all	of	their	pollen	from	flower	to	flower.	
(www.organiccontrol.com)

American Garden Award 
Contestants Announced
The	All-America	Selections’	flower-popularity	contest	
is back for a fourth year! This year, there are six 
contestants	ready	to	flaunt	their	stuff	in	28	participating	
public gardens throughout the united state. All 
gardens will wait until their local safe-planting date 
to install the entries and make them available for 
viewing by garden visitors, who can then vote for their 
favorite. Voting will open June 1 and winners will be 
announced this fall. (www.all-americaselections.org) 
The six beautiful entries are:  

New Container Design 
Ideas for Growers
Proven winners® has found a new way to help 
growers capitalize on container sales. The Container 
Design Guide for Professional Growers is hot off the 
presses and offers many new container combinations 
that will help meet this coming season’s demand at 
retail. This book is available by download from the 
Proven	Winners	website,	or	as	a	flip	book,	also	on	the	
website. (www.provenwinners.com/growerideabook)

Angelonia angustfolia ‘serena  
Blue’ by Pan American seed

Begonia Boliviensis ‘santa Cruz 
sunset’ by ernest Benary of America

Gazania ‘Big Kiss™ white 
Flame’ by syngenta Flowers

Petchoa x Hybrida ‘superCal 
Pink ice’ by sakata ornamentals

Petunia	‘Surfinia®	Deep	
red’ by suntory Flowers

Sunflower	‘Goldie’	F1	by	
seeds By Design

http://www.davey.com/treesense
http://www.davey.com/treesense
http://value.m.davey.com/
www.drollyankees.com
www.naturesfootprint.com/gardenwriters
www.organiccontrol.com
http://www.all-americaselections.org
http://www.provenwinners.com/growerideabook
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Hot off the Press

Lorene	Edwards	
Forkner, Hand-
made garden 
Projects:	Step-by-
Step	instruction	
for Creative 
garden	Features,	
containers,	
Lighting	&	More, 
Timber Press, 210 
pages, paperback, 

$19.95. Available now. You can transform your 
garden into a handmade, personality infused 
oasis. Projects run the gamut from eye-catching 
structures, like a pergola made from plumbing pipes, 
to imaginative details, like a tree-hung chandelier 
for	nighttime	ambiance.	You’ll	also	find	helpful	plant	
guides to accompany projects: delectable herbs to 
fill	a	stacking	container	town,	stellar	succulents	for	a	
vertical	gutter	garden,	glorious	flower	vines	to	climb	a	
bamboo obelisk, and so much more. 

Jere	gettle	and	
Emilee	gettle, 
the	Heirloom	Life	
gardener, Hyperiod, a 
division of ABC/Disney, 
256 pages with 100 full-
color photos, $29.95. 
Available now. The 
Heirloom Life Gardener 
will take you beyond the 
heirloom tomato, with an 
A-Z guide to growing 50 
heirloom vegetables. This 

book	is	a	first	of	its	kind	book	that	is	not	only	a	guide	
to growing beautiful and delicious vegetables, but 
also a way to join the growing movement of people 
who long for real food and a healthier way of living.

niki	Jabbour 
(author), Joseph De 
Sciose (photographer) 
the	Year-Round	
Vegetable	
gardener:	How	to	
grow	Your	own	
Food	365	Days	a	
year, no Matter 
Where	You	Live, 
storey Publishing, 256 
pages, paperback, 
photographs and 

illustrations throughout, $19.95 paperback; $29.95 
hardcover. Available now. Aimed at gardeners of all 
levels who want to extend their growing season and 
increase yields in all months of the year, The Year-
Round Vegetable Gardener provides the information 
needed	to	extend	the	harvest	well	past	the	first	
frost. From picking the best varieties to succession 
planting, interplanting and how to use simple season 
extenders, readers will discover all of the key 
techniques for success in maintaining a productive 
vegetable garden 365 days a year.

Ellen	Sousa, 
foreword by william 
Cullina, the	green	
garden:	A	new	
England	guide	to	
Planning,	Planting,	
and Maintaining 
the	Eco-friendly	
Habitat	garden, 
Bunker Hill Publishing, 
224 pages, 225 full 
color photos, softcover, 
$34.95. Available now. 

whether you have just purchased a new england 
property with a garden to tend, or have made a 
personal decision to go “green,” or are just looking 
at the same old backyard that needs attention, this 
book is for you! A beautifully illustrated guidebook full 
of ideas for low-cost, earth-friendly ways to “green” 
your landscapes and outdoors spaces — at the same 
time supplying crucial habitat for a whole variety of 
declining species, including birds and pollinators. 
includes an extensive Plant Guide, detailing the best 
plants suitable for the varied growing conditions and 
microclimates found across new england, along with 
cultivation hints and tips, and the species attracted by 
each plant.

Lynn steiner, 
Black	and	Decker’s	
complete	guides	
to gardening (10 
regional editions: 
upper Midwest, lower 
Midwest, northeast, 
Mid-Atlantic, lower 
south, upper south, 
southwest, Coastal 
west, Mountain west 
and western Plains), 
Creative Publishing 

international, 240 pages, $24.99. Available now. 
The Complete Guides to Gardening take a practical 
how-to approach to gardening that shows the novice 
to intermediate home gardener how to get started. 
Customized for readers who live in 10 different 
regions of the united states, the books feature 
vegetable and ornamental plants that are most 
popular in each region.

Continued on page 26
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Art	Wolk, foreword by 
Brent	and	Becky	
Heath, Bulb	Forcing	
for	Beginners	
and	the	Seriously	
smitten, AAB Book 
Publishing Company llC, 
255 pages, hardcover, 
$32.95. Available now. 
This elegant book 
contains more than 350 
full-color photos, easy-to-
understand instructions, 

as well as Art’s laugh-out-loud humor threading 
its way through every chapter. reviewer tovah	
Martin says, “if you think you know how to force 
bulbs, think again. Art wolk’s book raises the bar. He 
deftly delivers the basics, exposes all the myths, and 
delves into every trick possible toward putting a little 
spring in an otherwise dismal time of year.”

Hot off the Press                  continued

Barbara	Wise, 
Container 
gardening	For	All	
Seasons:	Enjoy	
Year-Round	color	
with	101	Designs, 
Cool springs Press, 
256 pages, paperback, 
$21.99. Available now. 
Container Gardening 
For All Seasons offers 
the practicality of Betty 

Crocker type container recipes written in Prairie 
Home Companion style. Container Gardening for All 
Seasons provides a shopping list of materials and a 
helpful planting diagram for each of the more than 
100 container options. Designed like a recipe book, 
the book offers even the most novice gardeners a 
no-fail, easy-to-follow instruction format for each 
container. Gardeners can choose the recipes by 
season	that	fit	the	sun	and	shade	conditions	of	their	
landscape. wise includes all you need to know to 
plan, plant, grow and maintain a container garden. 
Fabulous colorful fall and winter container choices 
are also included.

Continued from page 25

http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/sessions_11.html

Need Legal 
Assistance?
get	FREE	legal	
advice	through	
your	gWA	membership!
if you have a legal question regarding a writer’s
issue, GwA’s legal counsel John Hazard will 
provide you with free basic consultation. Funded 
by the repatriated copyright fees received through
the Authors Coalition each year, every member
who participates in the annual Coalition genre
survey is entitled to free legal assistance.

call	the	gWA	office	for	a	referral.

703.257.1032

http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/sessions_11.html


page 27 quill & Trowel newsleTTer       no. 1      FeBruArY 2012

dates & events

FEBRUARY 8-12
northwest Flower & Garden show, 
“A Floral symphony...Gardens Take note,” 
washington state Convention Center, seattle, wash. 
(www.gardenshow.com)

FEBRURY 21-22
2012 Gateway Green industry Conference & Trade 
show, Gateway Convention Center, Collinsville, ill. 
The conference features two days of professional 
educational programs and industry trade show 
(http://www.hortco-op.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/
calendar.detail/event_id/293/index.htm
madison_co@extension.uiuc.edu)

MARCH 4-11
Philadelphia Flower show, Philadelphia Convention 
Center, Philadelphia, Pa. The Pennsylvania 
Horticultural society will take visitors on a trip to a 
whole new Philadelphia international Flower show. 
Guests will navigate the show and take home ideas 
on the new Mobile Application. The Flower show 
App for smartphone users will provide free maps, 
schedules, special offers, show features and parking 
advice. “Hawaii: islands of Aloha,” this year’s rallying 
theme, will introduce a tropical experience that 
blends next-stage digital technology with the natural 
beauty and rich culture of the islands, and so much 
more. (www.theflowershow.com)

MARCH 7-8
The ecological landscaping Association 18th Annual 
Conference	&	Eco-Marketplace,	Springfield,	Mass.	
Complete your ecological education circle at elA’s 
18th Annual Conference & eco-Marketplace, Coming 
Full Circle: origins and Destinations. Delve into 

new ideas, methods and products for stormwater 
control and restoration. re-examine maintenance, 
vegetation management, and design strategies. 
north Creek’s Kevin staso will be giving a talk 
entitled “native Plant Communities suited to urban 
sites” Mar. 7. (www.ecolandscaping.org/conference)

MARCH 10-18
Chicago Flower & Garden show with the theme 
“Hort Couture,” navy Pier, Chicago, ill. The show’s 
new	look	is	designed	by	the	Chicago	creative	firm	of	
BatesMeron sweet Design and is based on a series 
of garden girls that will grace the cover of the show’s 
guide. They’ll also model in CTA ads, on street pole 
banner signs and in other advertising and marketing 
materials. A commemorative poster of the designs 
will be sold at the show. (www.ChicagoFlower.com)

MARCH 11-13
southeast recycling Conference & Trade show, 
Hilton sandestin Beach Golf resort & spa, Destin, 
Fl. serC provides the premier forum for informing 
the public and private sectors of the economic 
and	environmental	significance	of	recycling	and	
waste reduction in the southeast.  (http://www.
southeastrecycling.com) 

MARCH 14-16
HorTeC expo 2012, Kenyatta international 
Conference Center, nairobi, Kenya 
(http://www.esuppliersindia.com/tradefairs/
HORTEC-EXPO-2012-F21631.html)

MARCH 16-25
Canada Blooms, Direct energy Centre, Toronto, 
ontario, Canada. Theme: “City Culture” Culture 

stems from the latin word “cultura,” to cultivate and 
educate. within the Canada Blooms context, culture 
will refer to not only HorTiculture, GArDenculture, 
but also to the liberal arts in general, and to the 
cultural and ethnic groups that make up our urban 
mosaic. Culture transforms towns and cities. Culture 
makes lives richer. (www.canadablooms.com)

MARCH 21-25
san Francisco Flower & Garden show, san Mateo 
event Center, san Mateo, Calif. This is California’s 
biggest garden show with 25 fabulous gardens, a 
huge Victory Garden, more than 60 seminars, a 
cooking stage and a wine tasting garden. 
(www.sfgardenshow.com)

APRIL 5 – OCTOBER 7
Floriade 2012, world Horticultural expo, Venlo, The 
netherlands — once every 10 years. Theme: “Be 
part of the theatre in nature, get closer to the quality 
of life”. Five theme worlds; gardens and pavilions with 
approximately 100 exhibitors (www.floriade.com)

MAY 22-26
rHs Chelsea Flower show, royal Hospital Chelsea, 
london, united Kingdom new for 2012 are the Fresh 
Gardens and Tradestands — a whole new zone at 
Chelsea where you’ll see the very latest in garden 
technology and innovation. (www.rhs.org.uk/Shows-
Events/RHS-Chelsea-Flower-Show/2012)

OCTOBER 12-15
GwA Annual symposium, westin la Paloma resort, 
Tucson, Ariz. Theme: “Gardening in Tucson for 4,000 
Years” (www.gardenwriters.org)

http://www.gardenshow.com
mailto:madison_co@extension.uiuc.edu
www.theflowershow.com
http://www.ecolandscaping.org/conference
www.theflowershow.com
http://www.southeastrecycling.com
http://www.southeastrecycling.com
http://www.esuppliersindia.com/tradefairs/HORTEC-EXPO-2012-F21631.html
http://www.esuppliersindia.com/tradefairs/HORTEC-EXPO-2012-F21631.html
www.canadablooms.com
http://www.sfgardenshow.com
www.floriade.com
http://www.rhs.org.uk/Shows-Events/RHS-Chelsea-Flower-Show/2012
http://www.rhs.org.uk/Shows-Events/RHS-Chelsea-Flower-Show/2012
www.gardenwriters.org

