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Five Star PR: The Best Way to Market Your Book
By Ellen Spector Platt

What’s the best way to market your book? Beyond
a doubt, the best way is to book a table at a Garden
Writers Association (GWA) Annual Symposium.
Since I joined GWA in 1991, I’ve had 11 books
published and 11 book tables in the trade show, each
time coming away convinced that I had made the
best use of my PR time and money that entire year.
If you’re the writer, photographer, illustrator, or even
a singer, you can display your books, calendars, CDs
or other offerings.

Enhance Your Real Estate

The trade show provides the table covers, even a
chair; you supply the books and extras. The cost has
been $25 for a shared 8’ table, a bargain, I believe
that anyone can afford.
Your book may be exciting enough to attract
attention on its own, but I feel I need all the help I
can get. This year, because my new book was about
making collages, I schlepped three framed pieces in
my carry-on luggage from New York to Tucson, with
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a change in Dallas, wondering how I was going to
explain the dried weed(s) on one collage to security
personnel. The collages attracted members at the
symposium because they were bigger than the books
and more visible from down the aisle.
Julie Bawden-Davis, whose book, Fairy
Gardening, will be published in March 2013, carried
a complete fairy garden planted in a bowl from
California. Julie had no books yet available, but the
garden drew people to her table where they could
pick up a bookmark describing the book.
Ellen Zachos’ forthcoming book, Backyard
Foraging: 65 Familiar Plants You Didn't Know You
Could Eat, will appear on a book table in Quebec
City next August. Ellen is already planning to make
nibbles to ship ahead, enticing people with her
book’s recipes. She will choose among the easier
foods to transport, like sugar cookies flavored with
wild ginger, spicebush and black walnuts; Juneberry
or Silverberry jam; dahlia tuber bread; or membrillo
made from flowering quince fruit.
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2013 GWA Symposium
Call for Presentations
The GWA Annual
Symposium Program Committee
is accepting
presentation
proposals from
speakers for
the 2013 symposium to be
held Aug. 16-19 in Quebec City,
Canada

All applications must be
submitted online and received no
later than: December 28, 2012.
For details, CLICK HERE.
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Photo collage of the Arizona Desert taken after the
2012 GWA Annual Symposium.

miss people you should be talking to, but is much
harder for them to miss you as they’re strolling by in
the trade show.
Karen Bussolini has had three book tables
for her three books, one book, The Homeowner's
Complete Tree and Shrub Handbook, as a coauthor with Penelope O’Sullivan. Among other
advantages cited above, Karen mentioned the
camaraderie that developed between members who
share a table and how the friends of each are sure to
be introduced to the tablemate.
Don’t expect to sell very many copies, five to
10 is a realistic estimate, because most people at
the meeting can get a free review copy from the
publisher. Go with books to hand out or collect
business cards and have your publisher mail them
out. The whole point is being available and chatting.

Stay There

In Advance

people who might have been planning a small piece
about your book, often expand it to a feature after
meeting you, the creator.
Betsy Williams, after her stint at a book table,
said that there’s no point in being a shy violet and
wishes she had the nerve to promote herself even
more. It’s tough for many of us to walk around the
show with a sample book and shove it in members
faces, but with a book table, members approach
you, rather than the other way around, a much more
comfortable transaction. By sitting next to someone
on the bus or at breakfast, you can discuss your
project with individuals, but the trade show gives you
the opportunity for (almost) everyone to see you. In
big meetings with over 600 attendees, it’s easy to

As painful as it may be, once you have a table, stick
to it; this year that would have been for a full seven
hours of trade show time. Let a friend stoke you with
the free wine and snacks. Get your swag by entering
the show a little early. Slapping your books down with
a sign and visiting the trade show as usual misses
the whole point of being available for conversations.
When I displayed my first book, Flower Crafts,
I knew that my publisher, Rodale Press, had sent
review copies to all the important newspapers; I
had even seen the list. But Linda Yang, then the
garden columnist of The New York Times, dropped
by my table. She complained that she hadn’t gotten
the book. She said the stack of books in the office
was so high some books disappeared before she
even got to see them. I shoved a copy in her hands
and subsequently had my first review in The New
York Times.
It’s not just reviews and guest blog posts that
you’re after, but offers to speak, do workshops, make
appearances, write or photograph articles. Media

If your project will be published in the three months
just following the symposium and you have no actual
books to show, take a book table anyway. Use a
slide show on a laptop, give away bookmarks as
Julie Bawden-Davis did this year. Give out blads,
postcards, anything for members to take home as a
reminder.
At the 2004 GWA Annual Symposium my book
with Alan Detrick, Easy and Elegant Rose Design,
had two months until its birth. Alan printed up a few
large images that we hung to attract attention, and
we gave out 14-page, full-color blads supplied by the
publisher. If we had waited until the following year,
the book would have been 10 months old, in fact, too
old for some media outlets to do a full review.

Photo collage “Greening the Westside” that
Ellen Spector Platt displayed with her books at
the 2012 GWA Annual Symposium.
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Ellen Spector Platt is the author/photographer of
Artful Collage from Found Objects, Stackpole Books,
2012, and 10 other books. She’s been a member of
GWA for 21 years.
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President’s Message
I just heard a reviewer on our
local NPR station criticize Bruce
Springsteen for doing too much
telling and not enough showing
on “Wrecking Ball,” his new
album. If the Boss can’t get it
right, how on earth are we mere
mortals going to figure out the
best way to communicate our
message?
By now you’re probably sick of hearing that
we’re not writers, speakers, media personalities or
photographers. No, we’re storytellers. You may have
skipped that English major while working your way
toward a horticulture degree, but now you need a
crash course in using literary devices like character,
place, scene and plot to better engage your audience
and give them an unforgettable reading, viewing
or listening experience. But, I can’t tell you how
many times I’ve labored over a clever, novel-worthy
description of a garden owner’s appearance only to
have it cut for length by an editor who only has space
for a 500-word article.
It’s overwhelming. But we don’t have to stress
out. The bottom line is that we are all individuals,
each with a very unique perspective on our subject
matter. I think that authenticity is more important
than crafting the perfect sentence anyway (although,
I do love a perfect sentence!). Gimmicks may grab
eyeballs for a moment, but I doubt they are enduring.
Alternately, bringing one’s own point of view to the
story, weaving in an autobiographical anecdote,
or quoting the non-expert rather than the obvious
spokesperson — those communication techniques
ring true.
In a high-touch world where Martha Stewart is
being lauded for her emphasis on craftsmanship
and perfectionism (see the Nov. 25, 2012, New
York Times’ cover story), we have to find our own
trueness, craftsmanship and perfectionism. There
is simply too much competition for our audience’s
attention — and they can discern BS faster than
my Phormium tenax melts when we have our first
overnight freeze in Seattle.

There’s a shift going on in how we produce and
consume information. You’ve probably noticed those
500-word articles shrinking to stories barely larger
than a photo caption (writing them reminds me that
blogging has been pretty good training for the bitesized narrative!). So how do we do more with less?
To me, it’s back to this idea of authenticity. Dispense
with the flowery language and simplify with strong,
clear language that means what it’s supposed to. Let
a photograph do the heavy lifting to convey what you
may not be able to say in one sentence. Give your
audience high value for the time they are investing
in consuming your product. Be a tough critic of your
own work. After an article of mine is published, I find
it useful to compare the original story with the edited
story, side-by-side. This is sometimes quite painful,
but it is always instructive to see how my wordiness
was trimmed; how a passive phrase gained active
voice; or where that darling paragraph was cut
because it really didn’t move the story forward.
As you plan for a New Year and perhaps a
career makeover, I want to share a useful chart
produced by the U.S. Farmers & Ranchers
Association. It was included in a talk by fellow
keynote speaker Kasey Cronquist, CEO of the
California Cut Flower Commission, when (along
with photographer David Perry) we presented at
the Association of Specialty Cut Flower Growers’
Conference last month.
The chart’s title is: “Communicating Today” and
it contrasts the status quo with the new reality. If you
haven’t started down this path, here’s a useful map to
find it:
From
To
Present
Future
Messaging
Storytelling
Facts & Data
Narratives
Telling
Showing
Explaining
Experiencing
I hope your New Year brings a fresh perspective
and exciting new ventures!

Newsletter

The Membership Newsletter of the Garden Writers Association
PUBLISHER

Garden Writers Association
7809 N. FM 179 • Shallowater, TX 79363
Tel: 806.832.1870 • Fax: 806.832.5244
E-mail: info@gardenwriters.org
Website: http://www.gardenwriters.org
EDITORIAL STAFF

Robert C. LaGasse
Carol Ledbetter
J.C. McGowan

Executive Director
Editor
Circulation Manager

Published bimonthly, the Quill & Trowel newsletter is
a membership service of the Garden Writers Association.
Address changes must be made online by the first day of each
issue month. Direct all article, advertising and membership
inquiries to the GWA office at the address listed above.

© Copyright Garden Writers Association 2012.
All rights reserved.
The information contained in articles and
advertisements herein represents the opinions of
the authors and advertisers and, although believed to
be accurate and complete, is not represented or
warranted by the GWA to be accurate or complete.
The GWA disclaims any and all responsibility for
damages suffered as a result of reliance on
the information contained herein.
Continued on page 3

Debra Prinzing
page 3

quill & Trowel newsletter

No. 6

DECEMBER 2012

Garden Tours — 2013
The following garden tours have been submitted by
GWA members. To find out more details and costs for
these tours, visit the listed websites.

private tour of Westminster Abbey; walking
tour of Oxford; Highclere Castle & Garden.
(http://martywingate.net/travel-2/)

Asia

England, Gardens & Castles Tour — May 13-26
Visit the Chelsea Flower Show, the Edinburgh Royal
Botanical Gardens, Linlithgow Palace, Branklyn
Gardens, Drummond Castle, York Minster Cathedral,
Windsor Castle, Hampton Court, Kew Botanic
Gardens, Great Dixter, Sissinghurst, Wisley Gardens,
Hever Castle, and much more. Led by Denny
Schrock and Patrick Phillips-Schrock. Great
Southern Travel is making the tour arrangements.
The tour starts in Edinburgh, and works its way
through York and the Midlands down to London and
environs, including a full day at the famous Chelsea
Flower Show. By starting in the North Country, we’re
able to pack a full month’s worth of blooms into
two weeks because at this time of year gardens
in Scotland will be in early spring splendor, while
those in the south will have advanced to late
spring. Information or a brochure — contact Denny
(dennys@iastate.edu) or Mary Kroening at Great
Southern Travel (mkroening@greatsoutherntravel.com)

Jewels of Northern India & The Taj Mahal
— Feb. 20-Mar. 4
Included in this tour:
Humayun’s Tomb,
Lodhi Gardens, the
Taj Mahal, UNESCO
World Heritage
Centre, Fatehpur
Sikri, Jaipur, Amber
Palace in Jaipur,
Jodhpur, the Mandore Garden and the Mehrangarh
Fort. (Contact: Donna Dawson at donna@
icangarden.com or visit www.gardeningtours.com )
China Peony Festival Tour — Apr. 10-23
Included in this tour:
Forbidden City,
Qianlong Garden,
Beijing Botanical
Garden, Yuanmingyuan
Garden, Summer
Palace; Great Wall at
Mutianyu; Ming Tombs;
Xi’an City Wall. Contact: Donna Dawson at
donna@icangarden.com or visit http://www.
gardeningtours.com/ChinaSpring2013.htm

Europe
Gardens & Film Sites, London & Southwest
England — May 20 - June 2
Enjoy this tour with Marty Wingate. Highlights
include: the Chelsea Flower Show, Thames River
Cruise to Hampton Court with tour of the Palace;

Paris/Chelsea Flower Show — May 15-24
Included in this
tour: afternoon tea
at Printemps in the
Angelina Room, Seine
River Cruise, lunch
at Hotel Baudy in
Giverny; entrances
to Musee Rodin,
Garden at Musee du
Quai Branly plus special visit of theVertical Planting,
Musee de L’Orangerie & Monet exhibit, Giverny;
Chelsea Flower Show. Contact: Donna Dawson
at donna@icangarden.com or visit http://www.
gardeningtours.com/Chelsea2013.htm
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England, Chelsea Flower Show/The Garden
Club of Charleston — May 20-28
The Chelsea Flower Show with The Garden Club of
Charleston – touring in the South East of England
to great gardens: renowned gardens photographer
Charles Hawes of Veddw garden in Wales will
lead the tour with support from The Garden Club
of Charleston. (http://www.thebritishconnection.
com/thegardentraveler/2013Charlestongroup/)
Visit the gardens of Great Dixter and Sissinghurst,
Kew Gardens and Wisley with private gardens
and meet their owners. Experience the gardens
through the eyes of a published photographer with
support for your own garden photography. Special
discounts for established and published garden
writers and photographers. Information and
details: Annabella Fitch Hutton, The British
Connection Inc. (annabella@thebritishconnection.
com or britcon777@aol.com)
England/Scotland — May 21-29
David Hobson is leading a garden tour to England
and Scotland. The tour
includes the amazing
Chelsea Flower and
Garden Show, RHS
Wisley, Great Dixter,
plus castles and
gardens in Scotland.
(garden@gto.net;
http://www.
travelspecifics.com/)
Tuscany Treasures — June 3-11
Included in this tour: Tuscan Villa visit for olive oil
and wine tasting plus a 3-course lunch; tour of
Sienna including the Cathedrale di Santa Maria;
private visit to Contrada dell ‘Oca; Castello di Celsa;
Continued on page 5
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Tenuta Monaciano; Villa La Foce; guided walking
tour of Montecatini Terme; Lucca Botanical Garden;
Villa Pfanner Gardens. Contact: Donna Dawson
at donna@icangarden.com or visit http://www.
gardeningtours.com/Italy2013.htm
The Great Gardens of The Channel
Islands — June 21- July 1
Guernsey, Jersey, Herm and Sark — Garden Vistas,
under the leadership of Dr. Allan Armitage, will take
gardeners and plant lovers to the unique islands that
lie between England and France. Public gardens,
private gardens and incredible plants, ideas and
scenic beauty await us. Garden Vistas, with its
partner, The British Connection Inc., has been taking
tours to the Great Gardens of the World for over 15
years. Information and details, contact Allan Armitage
(amarmitage@earthlink.net or allanarmitage.net)
Gardens of the UK — July 3-11
Join host Nan Sterman on a mid-summer tour of
the world’s most renowned gardens and talk with
gardeners of the United Kingdom. Highlights include:
the annual Hampton Court Palace Flower Show;
Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew; gardens at Hidcote
Manor; Kiftsgate Court Gardens; RHS Wisley
Garden; Sissinghurst Castle; Great Dixter; private
and public gardens throughout the countryside of
southeast England. Presented by Celia Levy, affiliate
of Worldview Travel (Clevy@San.rr.com). Contact:
Nan Sterman (NSterman@PlantSoup.com;
www.PlantSoup.com).
The Great Gardens of Ireland — July 11-21
Join a select group of garden lovers in Ireland under
the leadership of Robin Corwin and Jean Chandy.
Enjoy Ireland for its beauty and wonderful welcome
to visitors. The focus of the tour is the discovery of
Ireland’s gardens from well-known public gardens
like Powerscourt and Mount Stewart to small private
gardens in and near Dublin and exotic gardens

taking advantage of the warm air of the gulfstream.
This is an exciting opportunity to discover and enjoy.
Information and details: Annabella Fitch Hutton,
The Irish Connection (annabella@theirishconnection.
net or irishconnect@aol.com or visit
www.theirishconnection.net
The Bressingham Gardens Learning
Experience — Sept. 1-7
This unique
experience will
feature bonafide classroom
lectures on
the science of
horticulture,
design ideas and
updates on the
newest plants
for the gardener. Lectures, held in Bressingham
Hall (Diss, Norfolk, England), will be supplemented
with hands-on plant identification and new plant
introductions using The Bressingham Dell Gardens
and Adrian Bloom’s Foggy Bottom Garden
as learning laboratories. Instruction will feature
internationally known plantsmen Adrian Bloom and
Allan Armitage, along with other well-known lecturers
on specialist subjects. A special tour of Wisley gardens
will round out the trip. Contact Dr. Allan Armitage at
Garden Vistas (amarmitage@earthlink.net).

Need an Indexer?
bioindexing.org
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South America
Ecuador — Jan. 11-20
Included in the tour: guided visit by an owner in
Pakakuna, Botanical Garden in Quito, one of the
owners in Ecuagenera, one of the owners in Magic
Flowers, and through City Gardens Guayaquil.
Contact: Donna Dawson at donna@icangarden.
com or visit http://www.gardeningtours.com/
Ecuador2013.htm
Argentina — Oct. 5-13
Included in the tour: welcome dinner at a winery
in Mendoza; cooking class at Zuccardi Winery; full
Estancia Experience at a ranch with horseback
riding; visits to gardens. Contact: Donna Dawson
at donna@icangarden.com or visit http://www.
gardeningtours.com/Argentina2013.htm

United States
California Pack Trials — Apr. 6-11
See the latest and greatest at the California Spring
Trials with Ron Adams as your host! Travel by
coach bus from San Diego to San Jose and visit
Proven Winners, Ball Horticultural, Fides, Floranova,
Dummen, American Takii, Sakata, Syngenta, Pacific
Plug & Liner, Benary and others. Registration link:
https://www.concepts.us.com/garden-writers.html

Professional indexers for
gardening, agricultural, natural
history, ecology, conservation
and environmental issues.
Search our online directory.
Contact us at:
GES-SIGinfo@asindexing.org
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How To Make Wordpress Into A SuperSite
and Make Money Doing It: Part 1
By Doug Green

Many of you are using Wordpress (WP) as a simple
blogging platform, but developments in that software
over the past few years have turned it into the most
popular content management system on the Net. In
other words, there’s virtually nothing you can’t do on
Wordpress — from simple blogging and shopping,
e-commerce and eBook sales to advanced content
management and forums. I am moving some of my
own sites to it and here’s how I’m using Wordpress as
a more advanced system. I note it took me four years
to deliver a million pages a month after I started using
some of these techniques, so they do work.
There are two parts to a good content
management system — the organization of the
content and the tools it contains. It’s important to
understand the site organization that seems to work
best before you head off on this journey to higher
traffic and that’s the focus of this note.

Self-Hosting Versus Being-Hosted
I also realize that you need to be self-hosting your
own WP installation to be able to use some of the
advanced plugins I’m going to recommend. Here’s
the quick answer to the question, “Do I need to selfhost my site?” No, you don’t. However, if you want
the advanced capacity and traffic then the answer is,
“Yes, you do.” The difference is very much like racing
a car; if you drive a Volkswagen, you’ll finish the
course, but those high-powered machines the other
drivers are using are going to beat you every time.

Why You Want Traffic Doesn’t Matter
I don’t care why you want the traffic — to make
money, to attract more book-buying readers, to

attract editors to your sparkling prose or to promote
your brand as a writer — you need to get all the
advantages you can, and driving a well-tuned
machine is just the start. Once you have the proper
vehicle, then your skills as a writer or photographer
can polish it up.

But I’m Not Tech-Savvy

I also hear folks say, “I’m not a techie and can’t
do it.” Well, maybe, but fear is a great reason to
procrastinate and the hard cold truth is that those
who get the traffic will ultimately do better than those
who do not. Younger writers see this technology as
just another tool; contrary to many older members
who panic at the thought. It’s your call, but reading
the instruction manual and trying “stuff” is a good
way to begin with any new adventure. Not only
experimentation but between the bookstore,
online resources and local colleges, you have
all the resources you could need to support your
experiments.

Site Structure Simplified

Imagine a website as a three-part pyramid, with
the home page (Tier 1 or T1) at the top. The main
navigation pages with links to all articles/posts are in
the next layer (Tier 2 or T2) and finally the articles/
posts themselves are at the bottom in Tier 3 or T3.
Currently, many of you organize around
“category” or “archives” and this makes finding
things difficult for the first time visitor. A category in
my planning becomes a T2 page, and all posts in
that category are linked from one page. Pages are
listed prominently on your site to encourage visitor
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traffic there and this makes every post on your
site available from the home page with two clicks.
Readers don’t have to search or scroll through
multitudes of entries — you link prominently to
them all in this simple site architecture. My
home page (T1) points to these T2 pages and
the T2s point to the T3s. You can see this at
www.flower-garden-bulbs.com.
Another benefit of this is making it easy for
Google and other search engines to spider your
site. There are varying reports about how “deep” the
spiders go in the site architecture, but if every post is
only two clicks away from the front page, you’ve hit
the target for “usability.”
Once you’ve created that simple site structure,
you write your posts linking them to the appropriate
page. Linking is only one added step, but it should
bring you a much better reader experience,
increased time-on-site, and increased number
of pages used. The last two measurements are
increasingly important to Google as it decides how
people use your site is an important measure of sitevalue.

Post Naming Explained

A major thing you absolutely must do is make your
page structure sitename.com/posttitle/ avoiding
things like dates, categories and other structure
that Wordpress will allow you to do and used to be
standard in the older versions. Using the sitename,
immediately followed by the post-title gives you much
more search engine recognition when compared
to posting something like “dougsplants/com/
blog/?p=4617.” Nobody in a search will have a clue
what that article is about. Google will figure it out
and give you “some” title, but it may not be what you
want readers to see when searching. If you’ve been
doing this, a plugin such as “Root Relative URLs” will
change everything for you.
I note that when you avoid dates by changing
your site structure to the above mentioned format,
your posts should have a better chance of staying

2013 GWA Garden Media Awards
Submissions Delayed Until January
The GWA Media
Awards Task Force
has delayed the
entry period for
Garden Writers
Association Media
Awards submissions
while it reviews
and expands program categories
and criteria. A special focus is on
updating electronic works categories
for blogs, websites, social media and
other online works being created for
gardening communications.
Look for an updated program to
be announced in January.

in the main index at Google and not bumped for a
newer post. I have enough trouble dating myself with
my tastes in music, so I prefer not to do it with my
writing.

In The Next Article

One of the awesome powers of WP however is
the range of plugins that are available to extend
the power of your site in different areas. I have
experimented with more plugins than I care to
mention on my “test-site” over the years — a URL I
only use for testing plugins and building new sites. I’ll
describe the ones I recommend in the next issue.
Doug Green, a GWA Award of Excellence for Writing
winner and 25-year nursery veteran, writes for his
own websites, now one of the largest on the Net,
delivering a variety of content. Doug’s aim is to be
independently wealthy as a garden writer and help
beginning gardeners.
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Call for GWA Honors
Nominations 2013
Members can recognize the achievements of their
peers with a 2013 Honors nomination. To honor
individuals who have made a significant contribution
to the GWA objectives, please complete the
nomination form available online. The choices for
Honors this year are as follows:
• Fellow: A member in good standing who has
demonstrated exceptionally high degrees of
skill, professional ethics and dedication to GWA
objectives.
• Honorary Member: A non-member who has
contributed measurably to GWA objectives through
professional or avocational activities, but is not
otherwise qualified for GWA membership.
• Hall of Fame: Membership in the Hall of Fame
is the highest honor GWA can bestow on a person
whose life and career has materially affected and
advanced the objectives of GWA.
• The Wilfred J. Jung Distinguished
Service Medal is awarded to an Allied
Trade member of the GWA who has contributed
significantly to the promotion of home gardening
and garden communications.
To preserve the status of existing honors, only one
person may be elected to the Hall of Fame, one to
Honorary Membership and up to two as Fellows each
year. Previous winners of all of these awards are
listed in the GWA Membership Directory and on the
Association’s website (http://www.gardenwriters.org).
Visit the following web page to complete the Honors
Nomination Form: http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.
php?p=awards/nominationform.html
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Executive Director’s Report
Season’s Greetings
With the holiday season
upon us, we wish all
members the very best
and great beginnings for
the New Year. We also
want to thank everyone
for their participation
and support of the GWA
throughout the year. As
we do every year, the
GWA office will be closed from Dec. 24 through
Jan. 1.

Awards Program Update
The GWA Garden Media Awards Program has not
had a major update in many years. Because of the
recent explosion of new media channels and in
response to member suggestions, President Debra
Prinzing created a special task force in November
to review the GWA Garden Media Awards Program.
The task force was headed by GWA Regional
Director and 2012 GWA Media Awards Chair Linda
Nitchman and included past awards judges
Jeff Lowenfels, book author and editor Penny
O’Sullivan and Geri Laufer, GWA National
Director Ellen Zachos, current Awards Chair Bill
Aldrich, GWA President Debra Prinzing and me.
In weekly teleconferences through November,
the TF worked diligently to review the program
categories and expand entry options for electronic
media. A report with recommended program changes
is on its way to the GWA Board for approval, and we
hope the updated version of the program will be open
for entries in early January. Look for announcements
on the website, Facebook, Twitter, Clippings and by
e-blast.

SM SIG Progress
The task force for the pilot project to create a Social
Media Special Interest Group is working hard to
define member needs and services to be provided
in this unique media channel. A survey regarding
member practices and needs is under way. The first
survey participants are the members that signed-up
at the Tucson symposium. Phase 2 will include a
survey of the entire membership.
Progress on the SIG pilot development is
reported on the GWA website. Click Here to link
to the SIG page and view reports and an audio
recording of the last organizational teleconference.

2013 Call For Presentations

Symposium Chair Larry Hodgson is accepting
proposals for the 65th GWA Annual Symposium in
Quebec City, Canada, Aug. 16-19. All submissions
must be made online at the GWA website. Click Here
to view the Call for Presentations page. The deadline
for proposal submissions is Dec. 28.

Workshops & Regional Meetings
We are starting the New Year with a series of special
workshops and regional meetings to provide career
development education and networking opportunities
for members. First on the schedule is the National
Writers Internet Workshop Jan. 4 in St. Louis, Mo.
This mid-level course is designed to go beyond
basics in utilizing electronic technologies to advance
your business as a garden communicator. Visit the
workshop page for further details. The registration
deadline is Dec. 23. For details, Click Here.
Our next event is the Region V meeting
Jan. 6 in St. Louis. This event will be held in
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conjunction with the National Green Centre Show
of the Western Nursery & Landscape Association.
Members will have free access to the NGC
exhibition and educational programs as participants at the GWA regional meeting. Visit the NGC
(www.nationalgreencentre.org) and Region V
(Click Here) web pages for further information. The
dead-line to register for the GWA meeting is Dec. 23.
Our third event for this season is an East Coast
meeting in Region I at the New England GROWS!
show Feb. 8 in Boston. This meeting also includes
free admission to the New England GROWS! trade
show and education program. Our program theme is
“Promoting What We Love: Plants & Our Profession
— New Plants and Meeting New Marketing
Challenges.” For details, Click Here.
Fourth is a proposed West Coast meeting in
Region VI at the Yard, Garden & Patio Show in
Portland Feb. 9. Details are still under development,
but plans include a writers workshop followed by the
regional meeting. Look for notices during the next
few weeks.
The next event on our current schedule is the
National Speakers Workshop Feb. 23 in Allentown,
Pa. C.L. Fornari will present the program titled
“Selling the Excitement: Developing and Delivering
Vibrant Presentations.” This is one of a new series
of programs for members doing (or wanting to do)
public speaking to expand their careers. Click Here
for details.
Apr. 6-11, GWA will co-sponsor a special
tour of the famous California Spring Pack Trials.
This is a unique opportunity to see the latest and
best plant offerings of major horticultural growers
for the 2013 season. For as low as $900 (double
occupancy), the tour includes airport transfers, hotel
accommodations, bus transportation within California
and some meals. Airfare to the tour start in San
Diego (and from San Jose at the end) is extra. For
details, Click Here.
Continued on page 9
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We will have additional regional programs
and expect more workshops and webinars for
2013; so, make sure you watch for new program
announcements: especially in our weekly
e-newsletter GWA News Clippings.

Tucson Symposium Recordings
Just another reminder that session recordings
from the 2012 GWA Annual Symposium in Tucson
are now available. PDFs of the session handouts
are available FREE. Audio files (MP3s) are $5.00/
session. Due to room noise issues for the keynote
presentation, we are making the keynote audio file
available for free on our website. CLICK HERE to
visit the recordings page for more information.

Member Surveys
GWA is actively seeking to update our information on
member activities, impacted audiences, technology
use and a variety of other topics that will help the
Board of Directors and committees/task forces
develop useful programs for members. The Survey
Task Force recently completed a study and the
SM SIG will soon launch another survey seeking
important program information. We ask that all
members respond to GWA survey requests if at all
possible. The greater the response, the greater the
accuracy of the information.
Thank you, again, for all your support and
participation throughout the year. We have great
plans for even more services and benefits to increase
the value of your membership investment in 2013,
and we look forward to being of service to you in the
New Year.

Helping Us Grow
The following members have been credited with recruiting new members in 2012. Each member who successfully recruits a new member receives a $15 credit toward next year’s dues, up to $85. Congratulations, and
thank you to the following members for their help in making GWA grow.
One New Member
Dawn Alleman
Donna Balzer
Cathy Wilkinson Barash
Susan M. Betz
Anne T. Brewer
Kirk R. Brown
Marie M. Butler
Lynn Bycznski
Scott Calhoun
Linda Chalker-Scott
Nan K. Chase
Kathleen Childers
Carol Cichorski
Kate Copsey
Ronald Dieter
Ronald J. Elardo
David Ellis
Irvin Etienne
Patricia Evans

Sandy L. Feather
Maree Gaetani
Billy Goodnick
Kevin D. Gragg
Greg Grant
Stacey Hirvela
Kathy Huber
Dawn Hummel
Randy Hunter
Kathy Jentz
Karen Kemp-Docksteader
Lorene Edwards Forkner
Sandy Feather
Jennifer Koester
Anne M. Krekelberg
Jim Long
Peggy Anne Montgomery
Susan Morrison
Melinda Myers
Dee Nash

Kelly Norris
Victoria Nowicki
Sue Nord Peiffer
Penelope B. O’Sullivan
Ilona Ontschenki
Lesley R. Parness
Pam S. Penick
April Ping
Rich Pomerantz
Kathy Purdy
Walter Reeves
Debbie Robertson
Judith Rogers
Carolyn Roof
Felder Rushing
Karen Schindelhauer
Denise Schreiber
Lawrence Sherk
Amy Sitze
Veronica Sliva

Marian St. Clair
Nan Sterman
Nancy Szerlag
Johnette Taylor
Frances Tenenbaum
Peg Tillery
Richard Tracy
Mark Turner
Mary Wilhite
Colleen Zacharias
Two New Members
Dan Benarcik
Rosalind Creasy
Carol Michel
William Welch
Three New Members
Jeff Lowenfels

Robert C. LaGasse
Executive Director
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Gwa Workshops
The following workshops are scheduled in 2013. Additional information will be posted
online at www.gardenwriters.org and in future issues of the Quill & Trowel newsletter.

Writers Internet Workshop
Friday, January 4
8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

SWT Design, 7722 Big Bend Blvd.
St. Louis, Mo.
Register now! Time is running out.
Registration fee:
	GWA Members/spouses: $75/person
	Non-Members: $100/person
Registration deadine: Dec. 23
Contact: Kirk Brown — vista6211@verizon.net;
			
610.530.8752)
Visit http://tinyurl.com/acwbgp3 for more information

Speaker: Daniel Gasteiger

Daniel Gasteiger is an author and a social media
evangelist. He has published more than 300 articles in

Speakers Workshop
Saturday, February 23

1533 Springhouse Rd., Allentown, Pa.
“Selling the Excitement: Developing and
Delivering Vibrant Presentations”
Registration fee: by Jan. 20
Member/spouse $65/person
Non-Member
$80/person

after Jan. 20
$75/person
$100/person

Contact: Kirk Brown — vista6211@verizon.net
			
610.391.0291
For information visit: http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.
php?p=meetings/workshops2_23.html

consumer computing
magazines and has
authored or co-authored
five books about computer
applications. He has
spoken at dozens of IT
industry trade shows
and user groups and has
worked extensively as a
programmer and software
designer. Gasteiger also
blogs about gardening and
is the author of Yes, You
Can! And Freeze and Dry
It, Too from Cool Springs
Press.
This workshop will take you in-depth to build your
authority through social media. We’ll discuss tools, tips
and techniques you can put to work immediately.

Speaker: C.L. Fornari
— author, speaker and
host of GardenLine on
WXTK. She presents
programs to a range of
horticultural organizations
and green industry trade
shows as well as other
venues such as alumni
societies, women’s
groups, spiritual retreats,
educational symposiums
and writers conferences.
C.L. runs a consultation service at Hyannis Country
Garden that serves homeowners and professional
page 10

Learn how to:
• Mine social media services to learn what people want
so you can provide it
• Manage Facebook profiles, pages & groups to reach
a larger audience
• Use Twitter to find new customers and better engage
(retain) existing ones
• Leverage a blog to get attention for your expertise,
services and products
• Create Pinterest boards and use them to reach a new
segment of potential buyers
• Get onboard with mobile technology so you stop
frustrating 50% of your customers
This is a mid-level course. Participants should
already be comfortable using search engines to surf
the Internet, and they should be familiar with one or
more social media sites such as Twitter and Facebook.
We will briefly explain how to create new social media
accounts, but emphasis will be on working with those
accounts to build your online audience.

landscapers. As a writer, she is a regular contributor to
several magazines. She blogs at WholeLifeGardening.
com. Her website is GardenLady.com, and she gardens
at Poison Ivy Acres on Cape Cod.
This workshop will show you many tricks of the
professional speaking trade that will guarantee repeat
bookings and rave reviews. Learn how to perfect your
presentations and better market yourself to broader
audiences. Find out how to craft stories that make your
points “sticky,” add original humor, improve visuals and
refine your body language. Discover how to make all
your topics resonate with any audience.
This workshop will be of benefit to people with all
levels of speaking experience.
quill & Trowel newsletter
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Regional Meetings
The following regional meetings are scheduled for 2013. Additional information will be posted
online at www.gardenwriters.org and in future issues of the Quill & Trowel newsletter.

CONNECT MEETINGS

Region 1

Region I

New England GROWS!
Friday, February 8
8:45 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Boston Convention & Exhibition Center
415 Summer St., Boston, Mass.
Registration fee:
GWA member
Non-member

by Jan. 18
$35/person
$45/person

after Jan. 18
$45/person
$55/person

Registration & cancellation deadline: Feb. 1
Contact: C.L. Fornari (508.428.5895)

(http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/region1_2_8.html)
• Coffee, networking & GWA meeting registration
• Promoting What We Love: Plants & Our Profession
• Working Together to Promote Plants, Our Profession &
Gardening
• Door prizes & swag bag materials
• Lunch & Trade Show on your own
This meeting is being sponsored by a generous donation
from:
• Gardener’s Supply Company (www.gardeners.com)
• Pride’s Corner Farms (www.pridescorner.com).
New England GROWS! is offering complimentary
admission for registrants. GWA meeting registrants
will be sent a confirmation. AFTER GWA registration
is received, you will receive a Priority Promo Code
& instructions to sign up FREE for the New England
GROWS! show online.

Tuesday, January 29
12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Plant-O-Rama
Brooklyn Botanic Garden
1000 Washington Ave., Brooklyn, N.Y.
Keynote speakers: Darrel Morrison & Roy Diblik. Details
will be available soon.

Contact: Ellen Zachos (ez@acmeplant.com)

Region II

Saturday, Feb. 23
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

6211 Vista Terrace, Orefield, Pa.

RSVP a must

This gathering is being held for those attending the
Speakers Workshop during the day, but also with an
invitation extended to all GWA members, family, friends
and possible new members who might be interested in
networking with a large group.
Please bring an appetizer or dessert to share, along
with your spouse/significant other. We also encourage
you to invite a non-member who might find GWA a
wonderful addition to their life. There will be a wellfocused place to put out your business cards/brochures,
but we don’t want to encourage large displays of obvious
self-promotion. There will be time during the evening to
introduce yourself and your work to the group.
Contact: Kirk Brown
Work: 610.530.8752; gardendesign@enter.net
Home: 610.391.0291; vista6211@verizon.net
page 11

Region 5
Sunday, Jan. 6
7:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

National Green Centre Trade Show
America’s Center • 701 Convention Plaza
St. Louis, Mo.

Registration deadline: Dec. 23
GWA member/spouse: $45/person
Non-member:
$60/person

• GWA Breakfast with Dr. Michael Dirr & Coach Vince
Dooley (sponsored by the National Green Centre)
• “The state of the nursery industry and how garden
writers fit in”
• “Identifying the hottest new plants in horticulture”
• Keynote address: Mike & Bonnie Dirr
• “Selecting plants for the runway”
• GWA Region V Business Meeting & Door Prize Drawing
• Visit trade show & network
• Horticulture in 2013: a panel discussion
• Visit trade show & network/attend show educational
programming
• New plant fashion show: the hottest new plants in
horticulture
• Beer Party — free beer on the trade show floor, in
partnership with Missouri Landscape and Nursery
Assn. & Kansas Nursery & Landscape Assn.
NOTE: Optional Tours —
• Tour 1: Missouri Botanical Garden, St. Louis
• Tour 2: Mizzou Botanical Garden, Columbia
Contact: Linda Nitchman (618.593.2112;
paradisegardener@hotmail.com)
(http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/region5_1_4.html)
quill & Trowel newsletter
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Gardening With Vegetables Remains Top Consumer Priority
Interest In Garden Blogs
Only one in five (12%) are
interested in garden blogs.

(Base = Those Who Have a Lawn or Garden:
2010 = 547; 2011 =588; 2012 = 687)

The current survey
Figure 2: Only one in five (12%) are interested in garden blogs.
asked consumers to
indicate whether or not
Very High
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Continued on page 13
Figure 1: Interest in Earth friendly gardening information decreased this year to 44%. (Base = Those who have a lawn or garden: 2011 of priority went to lawn and
The Garden Writers Association Foundation (GWAF)
released its latest Gardening Trends Research
Report on data collected in a national consumer
survey in October. In a surprising response, the
number of households reporting they have either a
lawn or garden decreased from the historic 74% to
52% of the national household population.
Over the past three years, the number of
households engaged in vegetable and fruit growing
has remained fairly constant at 53% to 54% of
households with a yard or garden. In a similar vein,
the average claimed expenditures for lawn and
garden activities, including plants and maintenance,
over the past three years has averaged $576 with a
high of $600 and a low of $530. During this time of
significant economic change, the public’s expenditure
on gardening activities has remained fairly constant.

588; 2012 - 687)
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Garden Update — Wayne, Pa.

This year is almost over. All of us are thinking of
family and friends during this holiday season. But,
please don’t forget those families in your community
who are in need of food.

The Need is Great
• Over 50 million Americans live in households that
experience hunger or the risk of hunger daily.
• Almost 17 million people facing hunger each day
are children.
• 14.9 percent (17.9 million) of U.S. households were
food insecure at some time in the past year.

“I am thrilled to say that our new Skunk Hollow
Community Garden is now going strong. It helped
that we had an existing deer fence around the
garden before we began. Since getting approval for
the garden in January, we have made about 150
raised beds, three per plot, and are growing vast
amounts of food for ourselves and to share with the
community. We also have common/shared areas for
herbs, flowers, potatoes, small fruits and the three
sisters — corn, squash and beans.
“It was my idea for all of us to bring in sprouty
potatoes in April and plant them in a community
patch. Some of the individual plots are shared by
two families and we also have at-large members. If
you saw our garden you’d think it had been here for
years.
“We have opted to participate in the
Philabundance nonprofit food distribution system.
Philabundance will accept our washed produce at a
nearby site every Saturday morning and distribute it
to people who are living below the poverty line in our
county. It seems that it may reach people that same
day!”
—Betty Mackey

Update
• 		An updated Plant a Row brochure has been
		posted on the GWA website. If you need copies
		to distribute, please contact Carol Ledbetter
		(par@gardenwriters.org).
• 		If you haven’t reported your produce dona		tion totals for 2012, please forward those to
		par@gardenwriters.org.
• 		Start planning for 2013 and how you can help
those in your community.
• Write about Plant a Row.

GWA Annual
Symposium
Aug. 16-19, 2013
Quebec City,
Canada
page 13

growth in public interest in vegetable gardening.
Household interest in the topic of native plants
increased from 41% to 43% between 2011 and 2012.
However, consumer interest in native plants reported
in 2010 was 54% of households.
Survey participants were also asked to rate
their interest in earth friendly gardening information.
For 2012, 44% of households reported a very high
or high level of interest in the topic; whereas, 50%
of households with the yard or garden reported a
high or very high interest in earth friendly gardening
information in 2011.
Reported consumer interest in web-based
gardening information has remained constant from
2010 to 2012 at approximately 28% of households with
a yard or garden. In a similar vein, consumer interest
in gardening blogs has remained relatively constant at
13% in 2010, 8% in 2011 and 12% in 2012.
The GWAF Consumer Gardening Trends
Research Report was conducted the last week of
October by Technometrica Market Intelligence of
Orfield, N.J. A total of 1,241 surveys were completed
from a random digital dial sample of telephone
numbers. Interviews in each region of the country
were proportional to the representation of that
region to the total U.S. population. To further assure
representation to the American population, the data
was weighted by gender, age and race reflective of
U.S. Census proportions. At the 95% confidence
level, the margin of error for respondents overall is
+/- 3.5 percentage points. For subgroups, margins
of error are higher and depend upon the size of the
sample.
Copies of the GWAF Gardening Trends
Research Reports are available to GWA members
at no cost. Visit the Foundation page on the GWA
website and follow the links to the members area to
download the report of your choice. Non-members
may purchase a copy of the report for a nominal fee
by visiting the same web page.
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The Insider Scoop
Steven Biggs won a Monthly Press Reporting
Award (Silver) at the Canadian Farm Writers’
Federation awards in September.

Sue Trusty has been given new teaching
assignments in the horticulture department at the
University of Cincinnati — Horticulture Science,
Horticulture Chemistry Lab, Plant Biogeography and
Herbaceous Ornamental Plants II.

Barbara Wise is now the Director of Floriculture for
Landscape Services, Inc., in Nashville, Tenn.
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Derek Fell and his wife,
Carolyn, are co-hosting a new
weekly half-hour radio show for
Matrix Media, titled “The Avant
Gardener,” broadcast every
Monday on WebTalkRadio.com.
Each show begins with the Fells
discussing current gardening
news, followed by a 15-minute
interview with a guest, and a final
session answering e-mail questions from listeners.
Prior guests have included Lee Reich talking about
his no-dig gardening methods, Dr. Darrell Apps
discussing his re-blooming daylilies, Brent Heath
discussing fall planting of spring flowering bulbs, and
Glenn Stokes, president of Stokes Tropicals,
who explained how to fruit a banana tree indoors,
and discussed his book about the banana family. The
program is broadcast from the Fells’ home and garden
in historic Cedaridge Farm, Pa.

In Memoriam
Violet Simkins died
peacefully Nov. 5 in
Burlington, Ontario,
Canada, at the age
of 91. Vi was a longtime member of GWA
Region VII and a 40-year
volunteer with OTMH
(Oakville - Trafalgar
Memorial Hospital). She
was predeceased in
2011 by husband, John
Simkins, founder of the Canadian Peony Society,
and by daughter Janice (Thomson). She is survived
by children Jon, Jennifer (King); and grandchildren
Rachel, Heather, and Miki.

Need Legal
Assistance?

Get FREE legal advice
through your GWA membership!

If you have a legal question regarding a writer’s
issue, GWA’s legal counsel John Hazard will provide
you with free basic consultation. Funded
by the repatriated copyright fees received through
the Authors Coalition each year, every member
who participates in the annual Coalition genre
survey is entitled to free legal assistance.
Call the GWA office for a referral.

806.832.1870
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Photographers Corner
Use Metadata to Protect Your
Work and Help Your Editor
By Mark Turner and Susan Ferguson

We photographers can get emotionally attached to
our photographs. We work hard to create them, and
sometimes there are birthing pains along the way.
Our photos are our children. Like human children we
need to protect them when we send them out into the
big scary world.
At the same time, if we want to earn a living
licensing our photography we need to understand
what our customers are looking for. We’re more likely
to have our images selected by photo editors if we
do all we can to make their job easier. There are two
parts to that. First, pay attention to the photo request
and only send what’s asked for. Second, include
metadata about your photos within the image files
themselves. The metadata is like the labels I used to
put on slide mounts that described the image, named
the plants and told how to get in touch with me.
I’ve been wearing my editor’s hat this month,
requesting photos from other photographers to fill
holes in a big book project I’m finishing up. I have
been very surprised how few images include any
metadata. There’s no photographer name, no contact
information, no caption and no keywords. I have to
add all those details so I can keep track of which
images came from whom once I’ve made selections
from dozens of photographers. Otherwise, I won’t
know who to ask for publication permission or where
to send checks.

(Left) Photo caption and contact information on a 35mm slide mount. Caption information (metadata) is stored in a
database so the photo can be found in the slide library. (Right) Breeze Browser, http://www.breezesys.com/, an imagebrowsing program for Windows, shows a preview of a photo, a histogram, and part of the embedded photo caption
in the left window. Clicking on the “Full Details” button opens the right-hand window, which shows all the metadata
stored with the photo. The program includes tools (not shown) to add and edit metadata.

I wondered if I was just weird, expecting
everyone to include info about their images in the
metadata. I learned about this at the dawn of the
digital age as a member of American Society of
Media Photographers (ASMP).
I asked Susan Ferguson, a freelance photo

editor, formerly with Meredith books, to give an
editor’s perspective. What does an editor want
from a photographer, and in particular, what can
a photographer do to make her job easier, and
thus more likely to want to work with you on future
projects?
Continued on page 16
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Photographers Corner

cont.

Continued from page 15

Image Metadata from a Photo Researcher’s Point-of-View
By Susan Ferguson

A few years ago my job was to request slides for
book project submissions. There were some digital
submissions and some online photo libraries, but
slides were my main task. The final selections were
sent off for scanning. Making sure the scanned
selections were identified correctly in the publisher’s
photo library could be an adventure. This is where I
first worked with metadata.
The newly scanned photo showed up in the
system with a library number, a project number, the
photographer’s name and a bit of other information
for internal tracking. I verified that the photographer
was correctly identified, and then added descriptions,
keywords, locations, credit information, agencies,
copyright permissions and restrictions, usage and
other information. All the searchable fields made
it possible to find those shots of yellow roses in
gardens in Phoenix again when another editor
wanted to contract the image for a different use.
In a short time, all photo submissions now were
required to be digital. The challenge now is to keep
track of all the image files — both low resolution
previews and high resolution finals — for each
photo hole for each book from each photographer
or agency as images are moved from my desktop
to server files for other team members to access. I
use a system of spreadsheets and nesting folders to
be sure I have images linked to photographers and
books so that I know who to go to for the high res
request when it is time for contracts.
For single photo needs or limited topics, I
can often find what I need and download comp
images directly from the web. For special needs,
I will request a digital submission. This can be an
online light box, a password protected site, e-mail

attachments, CD or DVD, depending on the length
of the list of images needed. The submission should
always include the photographer’s name, contact
information, and only images directly relevant to
the request. For short lists, light boxes and e-mail
attachments are fine. For longer lists, multiple light
boxes are helpful, for example “Rugosa roses,”
or “Pink Hybrid Teas,” or light boxes identified by
the number assigned to the photo hole, such as
“Orchids206.” For very large submissions, such as
a complete book list, CD and DVD submissions are
best. I like them organized in folders by photo hole
number or the brief description from the request list,
such as “fruit trees in a residential setting.”
Many images are now watermarked, especially
when downloaded from the Web. Usually the
watermark does not obstruct the image enough to
interfere with the initial selection process. In fact, it
can be helpful in keeping track of images when the
mark inconspicuously identifies the photographer.
If I have requested image submissions, I prefer no
watermarks or marginal marks only.
Embedded metadata is wonderful! Remember
all those photo files moving from desktop to server
to final book files? Embedded data means that the
photo will never be separated from the essential
information: creator/photographer, address, phone,
e-mail, website, caption, description, keywords
including genus and species of major plants in the
shot, location including city and state, provider/
agency/source, copyright notice, usage or
restrictions, and special instructions. This is ideal.
In a recent experiment, I pulled 20 lowresolution, or comp images, of Campanula from
a number of my usual sources and checked the
metadata for each image. It was surprising. Seven
had no data at all, not even the photographer’s
page 16

Adobe Lightroom® is a database, an image viewer, and
an image processor. This is the way metadata appears
in the Library module. You can edit any of the fields in
the panel on the right by clicking and typing in them.

name. Three had no data, but did have a distinctive
watermark. Thirteen had some sort of description, but
only five had keywords. Nine had copyright notices,
but often no detail. Less than half identified the
photographer or agency source. Only two indicated
a location. There were three sources that provided
outstanding data. As a researcher, that makes my job
easier and I will remember those sources for my next
search.

How to Embed Metadata

Now that we know what photo editors are looking for,
the next step is learning how to add metadata to your
image files using the software you already own or
one of several free programs. I’ll cover those details
next time. If there’s a particular program you’d like
to know how to use to embed metadata, send me a
note to mark@turnerphotographics.com.
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Regional News & Notes
Region 1

Region 2
Upcoming events at Scott Arboretum of Swarthmore
College in Swarthmore, Pa., include: Jan. 12 from
5:00 p.m. – 8:15 p.m. — Scott McMahan will present
“Cliff Notes: Plant Collecting in the Mountain Forests
of Guizhou, China.” Jan. 20, 2:00 p.m. — Ed
Bowen, owner of Opus Plants in Rhode Island, will
present “A Nurseryman’s Miscellany: What You
Aren’t Getting from the Typical Garden Center!”
(www.scottarboretum.org)
Kirk Brown will take center stage for several
programs at the Indiana Arborist Association’s Annual
Conference in Indianapolis. Jan. 22, he will take on
his John Bartram persona as America’s First Arborist.
Later that day, he will strip out of costume to present
“Sustainability and the American Dream.” Jan. 23,
he will discuss “A Storm Over Water: Municipal
Restrictions on Land.” (Contact: Lindsey Purcell,
lindseyapurcell@gmail.com)
Lesley Parness, at The Frelinghuysen
Arboretum, will give a talk on their Elizabeth Donnell
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Kay Rare Book Collection Jan. 27. To register
for “Archetypes of Botanic Literature,” call Lesley
at 973.631.5396. She will also give a workshop
on Japanese Moss Ball Gardens or Kokedama
Jan. 18. And, Feb. 17 she will present a class
for children ages 8-13 entitled “Planting with the
Presidents,” about farmers Thomas Jefferson and
George Washington. (www.arboretumfriends.org)
TC Conner will give a lecture on roses to The
New Wilmington Garden Club Feb. 4.
Wendy Scott
announced that The
Delaware Center
for Horticulture
(TheDCH)
coordinated the
planting of native
trees and shrubs
on 15,000 sq.ft. in
a wildlife habitat
area installed on
Ashland campus in
Wilmington, Del. The
new landscaping is
designed to support More than 50 enthusiastic Ashland
employees from every level of the
a variety of birds,
company volunteered to plant 160
butterflies and other trees and shrubs, all of which are
native species.
wildlife.
Derek Fell reports that his home in Bucks
County, Cedaridge Farm, took a direct hit during
Hurricane Sandy causing extensive damage to
mature trees, the copper roof to his barn and the

Continued on page 18
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Photo by Emma Howell.

Rich Pomerantz will speak at the Rhode Island
Nursery and Landscape Association Winter Meeting
in Kingston, R.I., Jan. 16, and the Pro Green
Expo in Denver, Colo., Jan. 18, on “How to Create
Dazzling, Eye-Catching Images of Your Garden
Designs.”
The Annual Winter Conference of the Northeast
Organic Farming Association of New York (NOFANY) gathers New York’s organic and sustainable
farmers and gardeners for three days of workshops
and networking Jan. 25-27 in Saratoga Springs,
N.Y. The conference will include workshop tracks
on raising fruits, vegetables and herbs, as well as
organic gardening and homesteading. Keynote
speakers will be Shinji Hashimoto, leader of the
Japanese Teiki, or CSA, farmers’ association; and
Scott Chaskey, a poet, educator, conservationist,
community farmer and director of Quail Hill Farm on
Long Island. (nofany.org/Events/)
Ellen Spector Platt’s collage art will be
represented in a group show, “Visions of Nature,”
at the Brooklyn Botanic Gardens from Feb. 1-28
with an opening reception Feb. 3 from 2:00 p.m.
to 4:00 p.m. Students Ellen taught in the workshop,
“Garden Memories Expressed in Collage,” will also
be in the show, along with other BBG art teachers
and their students.
Feb. 5-6, Ellen Zachos will give three
lectures at MANTS (Mid-Atlantic Horticultural Short
Course) in Newport News, Va. She will present:

“Gardens of the Gods” (plants from ancient
literature and mythology), “Excellent Epiphytes” (low
maintenance indoor plants), and “Reducing Wildlife
Damage in the Garden.”
—Rich Pomerantz

Regional News & Notes continued
Continued from page 17

slate roofs to his farmhouse and garage. The Fells
lost power for more than a week and had to move to
a hotel during the power outage. Fortunately, except
for tree damage, insurance covers all of their losses.
Jeanete Zipf alerts us that Jeffrey A. Downing
of Stamford, Conn., has been selected as the new
Executive Director of Mt. Cuba Center in Hockessin,
Del. He began Dec. 1. Further details can be found
on Mt. Cuba Center’s website.
Raymond A. Edel taught “Horticulture
Marketing and Sales” at Bergen Community College,
Paramus, N.J., in the fall of 2012. It was the second
time he taught the class at the school.
Congratulations to Dan Benarcik and Peggy
Anne Montgomery on their engagement! This is
what can happen when GWA members meet, mingle
and mix…!
—Steve Maurer

Region 3
Bobbie Schwartz will speak at the P.L.A.N.T.
seminar, sponsored by the Perennial Plant
Association, Jan. 13 at the Greater Columbus
(Ohio) Convention Center. (http://www.
perennialplant.org/events/regional-symposium) She
will discuss why we need drought tolerant landscapes
in this climate and how they are appropriate for both

sun and shade in her Xeriscaping in Ohio program.
Jan. 16, she is scheduled to speak at the ONLA
Short Courses on “Hardy Bulbs for Summer and
Fall,” reminding participants about bulbs that are
appropriate for Zones 5 and 6, but not used enough
to add interest to our landscapes. Jan. 24, Bobbie
will give two talks at the Garden Center Symposium/
Midwest Perennial Conference in Waukesha, Wis.
One of the talks will be on “Xeriscaping in Zones 4
and 5” and the other will be on “Trends in Perennial
Garden Design.”
Sabrena Schweyer will speak at the Ohio
State University Nursery Short Course in Columbus
Jan. 15 on two topics: “Sustainable Lawn
Alternatives” and “Sustainable Landscapes
— Basics and Beyond.” Sabrena will also speak
Jan. 30 at the University Park Alliance Urban
Innovators Speakers Series in Akron, Ohio.
“Placemaking — Transforming Vacant Urban Lot”
will be the focus of her presentation. For information,
call 330.777.2073. At the Holden Arboretum in
Kirtland, Ohio, Sabrena will present a class on
“Sustainable Alternative to Lawns” Feb. 23.
(mwilliams@holdenarb.org)
Delilah Onofrey is the keynote speaker
for the New Hampshire Plant Growers and New
Hampshire Landscape Association Jan. 16 at
The Marriott Grappone Center, Concord, N.H.
(http://www.nhlaonline.org/news-events/
WinterMeeting.cfm)
Gene Bush will present “Ten Months of
Bloom in the Shade Garden” Jan. 30 and 31,
as part of the Professional Landscape Management School in Evansville.
(www.extension.purdue.edu/vanderburgh/)
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Maria Zampini will make two presentations at the Mid-Atlantic Horticulture Short
Course Feb. 4-7 — “New Introductions for New
Landscapes” and “Understanding Plant Patents and
Trademarks.” (http://www.mahsc.org/) A few days
later, Maria will present two talks at the GardenScape
Professionals Education Day Feb. 6 in Rochester,
N.Y. (http://www.rochesterflowershow.com/)
The public is invited to Shade Savvy, the 2013
Indianapolis Museum of Art horticulture program
Feb. 14. Speakers will be: Dan Benarcik,
“Don’t Be Afraid of the Dark: Shedding Some Light
on Designing with Color, Texture and Form in the
Shade;” Karen Perkins, “Epimediums: Jewels of
the Shade;” Gene Bush, “10 Months of Blooms
in the Shade Garden;” Brian Jorg, “Woodland
Wildflowers for the Native Shade Garden;” and Paul
Cappiello, “Shady Characters 101: A Garden Geek’s
Take on the Woody End of the Darker Garden.”
(www.imamuseum.org/special-event/horticulturesymposium-shade-savvy)
Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp will speak Feb. 16
at Fabulous Foliage at the Gibson County Indiana
Master Gardener’s Once Upon a Garden. Feb. 22,
she will present “Driving for Daisies” at the Northwest Flower & Garden Show in Seattle, Wash.
(www.gardenshow.com/)
Laura Kunkel reported that one-third of the
cities participating in America in Bloom for 2012 were
from Ohio, Michigan and Indiana. Rising Sun, Ind.,
won the best program for young people; Coshocton,
Ohio, won the best community AIB website;
Plymouth, Ind., won the community festival that
draws the most attendance.
Continued on page 19
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Upcoming Events:
OHIO
• Jan.12: Franklin Park Conservatory, Columbus –
Orchid Exhibit and educational
• March: programs with hundreds of orchids in artful
designs (fpconservatory.org)
• Jan. 17: Holden Arboretum, Kirtland – Scientist
Lecture Series: Mushrooms, Trees & Microbes: How
do Forests Respond to Decades of Acid Rain. Free,
but registration is required. (holdenarb.com)
• Jan. 26: Dawes Arboretum, Newark – Grafting
the Right Way for success in reproducing plants.
(dawesarb.org)
MICHIGAN
• Jan. 7-9: Great Lake Trade Expo, Grand Rapids –
Trade show and educational programming with more
than 100 educational sessions and 250 exhibitors.
(www.glte.org)
• Jan. 26-27: Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture
Park Saturday, Grand Rapids – Orchid Show
(meijergardens.org). Free
—Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp & Christine Kelleher

Region 4
Hugh Conlon has the following speaking
events: Jan. 9 at the Green Express Landscape
Shortcourse in Chattanooga, Tenn. and Jan. 19

at The Winter Garden Seminar, Warriors Path
State Park in Kingsport, Tenn. The topic for both
presentations is “Born In The USA — Native Trees
and Shrubs You Should Be Planting”
Jared Barnes is starting off the New Year
by giving three talks at the Green and Growin’
Show in Greensboro, N.C.: Jan. 15 — “Plant
Extroverts! Alluring Annuals and Tantalizing
Tropicals;” Jan. 16 — “If You Grow It and Show
It, They Will Come: Dreamy Plants and Marketing
Ideas for Today’s Gardener” and “A Blueprint for
pH Management.” Then, Jan. 19, he will share
his travels to gardens around the globe in his talk
“Rambling Roots: Inspiration for Your Landscape
from Around the World” with the Piedmont Chapter of
the North American Rock Garden Society at the JC
Raulston Arboretum in Raleigh, N.C.
Brent Heath will be working and videotaping
with Linda Lehmusvirta at the KLRU TV studios
in Austin, Texas, in January. The segments are
scheduled to air in the fall of 2013. Brent will also
present a lecture on “Bulb Hybridizing” for the
John Clayton Chapter of the Virginia Native Plant
Society Jan. 17. Brent will give a lecture, “Bulbs as
Companion Plants,” Jan. 30 for the Williamsburg,
Va., Master Gardeners.
Barbara Wise will speak on container
gardening at the Southern Gardening Symposium in
Callaway Gardens in Pine Mountain, Ga., Jan. 26
(http://www.callawaygardens.com/events/gardening/
southern-gardening-symposium).
The East Texas Gardening Lecture Series is
featuring “A Morning with Scott and Lauren
Ogden,” Feb. 16, at the Tyler Rose Garden Center
in Tyler, Texas. The Ogdens will speak on “Plant-
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Driven Design: Creating Gardens that Honor Plants,
Place and Spirit,” which is the title of their newest
book. “Moonlit Gardens” is the subject of their second
talk of the morning.
(http://easttexasgardening.tamu.edu)
Georgia Perennial Plant Association’s day-long
Spring Symposium and Silent Auction is Feb. 23
and will be held at the Atlanta Botanical Garden.
Talented speakers include Parker Andes, Tres
Frommes, Gordon Hayward, Rita Randolph
and Jason Reeves. (http://georgiaperennial.org/)
—Barbara Wise

Region 5
Kelly Norris kicks off 2013 with four lecture
appearances in January. A perennial favorite for the
Greater Des Moines Botanical Garden’s
Learn on Saturday series, Kelly will again kick off
the weekly, three-month-long educational series
Jan. 5 with his lecture “Life on the Edge: Tough
Plants for Tough Places.” He will then make
appearances at three industry events to talk variously
about marketing horticulture to Gen Ys. Jan. 9, he
will be in Minneapolis for the Minnesota Green Expo;
in Charleston, Jan. 17 for the West Virginia Nursery
& Landscape Association Winter Symposium; and
Continued on page 20
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Boise, Jan. 24 for two lectures at the Idaho Hort
Expo.
Pat Hayward will present “A New Look
at Conifers for the West” at the ProGreen Expo
Jan. 16 at 10:30 a.m. at the Denver Convention
Center. She will also moderate “Design in the Garden with Plant Select® Thursday, Jan. 17 at
9:00 a.m. (http://www.progreenexpo.com/)
Jodi Torpey is set to present her “Edible
Spaces in Small Places” program Jan. 16 to
industry professionals as part of the annual ProGreen
EXPO in Denver.
Melinda Myers will present “Marketing on
a Budget and Women in Horticulture” Jan. 16 in
Chicago, Ill., at Mid-Am (Mid America Horticultural
Trade Show). She will head south to Mt .Vernon,
Ill., to present “Small Space Gardening and Low
Maintenance High Impact Perennials” at the
Midwestern Herb and Garden Show Feb. 8-9.
Denny Schrock will present “Succulent Savvy
for Drought-tolerant Displays” at the Iowa Turfgrass
Conference in Des Moines Jan. 29. He will also
speak at the Waterloo Home & Garden Show,
Feb. 8-10, presenting “Waterwise Wowers for the
Midwest.”
—Melinda Myers

Region 6
Enjoy nearly 100 rare and historic magnolias at
the San Francisco Botanical Garden in Golden

Gate Park mid-January to March. Visitors can take
advantage of a host of special programs.
(www.sfbotanicalgarden.org)
	Dan Heims will speak at the 2013 Garden
Center Symposium/Midwest Perennial Conference,
Jan. 23-24, at the Country Springs Hotel in
Waukesha, Wis. Jan. 23 from 3:30 p.m. – 4:45
p.m. Heims will present tips and insights on how
best to utilize plants in containers and the landscape.
Additionally, Heims will be part of a “roundtable”
discussion with other guest speakers the same day
from 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. Jan. 24 from 2:30 p.m.
– 3:45 p.m., Heims will share with show goers Terra
Nova Nurseries’ newest plant introductions available
to the marketplace Jan. 24 from 2:30 p.m. – 3:45
p.m. (www.gardencentersymposium.com)
Dan will also speak at New England Grows! in
Boston, Mass., Feb. 7 from 11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
In his “Container Crazy and Small Space Gardening”
talk, Heims will share ideas on how to design
beautiful container combinations. In addition, Heims
will present tips for creating lush landscapes for small
gardens. (www.newenglandgrows.org) Dan will
speak at the Johnson County Community College’s
Horticultural Sciences Day in Overland Park, Kan.,
at 9:00 a.m. Feb. 15 on “From Passion to Passion.”
Also, as part of the school’s Polsky Practical
Enrichment Series, from 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.,
Heims will speak on “Perennials from Around the
World.” This talk will share his knowledge on where
new plants come from and how to import them to
the United States. (http://www.jccc.edu/foundation/
events/polsky-series/perennials.html)
Mary Ann Newcomer will present “Winning
Gardening Performances: Garden Stars and Best
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Supporting Perennials” Feb. 20 at 5:45 p.m. at
the Northwest Flower and Garden Show in Seattle,
Wash. Mary Ann will promote her new book,
The New Rocky Mountain Gardeners Handbook
throughout the region in the coming months. She
will showcase her favorite plants from the book —
perennials, trees, shrubs, ground covers, vines and
great plant combinations — Feb. 26 at 7:00 p.m. at
the Idaho Botanical Garden in Boise, Idaho.
For the Love of Soil Nature reveals her secrets
to those who work in partnership with her. Come
learn more about working with the soil naturally on
your farm or in your garden at Tainio Technology’s
23rd annual Bio Ag Symposium, Feb. 7-8 at the
historic Davenport Hotel in Spokane, Wash. See the
real potential and endless possibilities Nature has
in store for you and your farm or garden at Tainio
Technology’s 23rd annual Bio Ag Symposium.
(www.tainio.com)
Nan Sterman will give the following
presentations: “Bye Bye Grass!” at the Carlsbad
Watershed Network, Carlsbad, Calif., Dec. 11 at
12:30 p.m.; “Aussies Among Us, Australian Plants for
California Gardens” at the Laguna Beach Garden
Club, Laguna Beach, Calif., Dec. 14 at 9:30 a.m.
“So Easy Vegetable Seed Starting Workshops” at
locations throughout the county in March. A Growing
Passion with host Nan Sterman returns to TV, KPBS
television and www.kpbs.org May 2013.
Marty Wingate helps celebrate the Chelsea
Flower Show’s 100th birthday with an article in the
January/February issue of The American Gardener.
—Pat Munts
Continued on page 21
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Region 7
Landscape Ontario’s Congress, Canada’s largest
green industry trade event and conference is being
held in Toronto, Jan. 8-10. Accredited media, editors,
publishers and freelancers will have access to the
Congress trade show and conference. (Contact: Sadie
Chapple, Enterprise Canada, 905.682.7203, ext. 30,
e-mail: schapple@enterprisecanada.com. Pre-trade

show events held Jan. 7 are ticketed events that
require separate registration and payment. (https://
epic48.com/apps/showreg2.php?s=84)
June Flanagan will present a Seed Workshop
to the Campus Roots Garden Association at the
Univ. of Lethbridge, Lethridge, Alberta, Jan. 16
from 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m., just in time to order
vegetable seeds! June will cover what you need to
know to germinate healthy vegetables and herbs and
successfully save seeds from your own plants. Her
illustrated program has plenty of advice for choosing
varieties, including the pros and cons of heirloom and

hybrids.
Steven Biggs will give a talk about “Crops that
Wow” Feb. 9 for the Lake Simcoe South Master
Gardeners in Aurora, Ontario (http://www.lss.mgoi.
ca) or www.stevenbiggs.ca and “Growing Figs
in Cold Climates” Feb. 10 at Richters’ Herbs in
Goodwood, Ontario (www.richters.com).
Sean James is now writing a regular ecolandscaping column in Niagara Escarpment Views,
a magazine dedicated to the beauty of the Niagara
escarpment. (www.fernridgelandscaping.com)
—Kristen Murray

Get Your Passports
Ready!
2012
If you attended the symposium in Tucson, but you missed
a session, or if you were unable to attend the Tucson
symposium, visit the GWA website (address below) to
download the session.

http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/sessions_12.html
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You should consider getting
a passport, or renewing
your current passport, if
you plan to attend the 2013
GWA Annual Symposium in
Quebec City, Canada. Don’t
be caught in a time crunch.
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ALLIED NEWS
All-America Selections Announces
Four Additional Winners for 2013
After the completion of the 2012 trialing season,
All-America Selections (AAS) announced the second
batch of winners for the 2013 season. As a sign of
the continuing trend in the home garden market,
three of the four winners are from the vegetable
category, even though two are botanically fruits,
and one is debatably a fruit. The fourth is a beautiful
geranium, a favorite in American gardens.

Geranium ‘Pinto™ Premium
White to Rose’ F1
Bedding Plant Award Winner
Bred by Syngenta Flowers, Inc.

Melon ‘Melemon’ F1
Vegetable Award Winner
Bred by Known-You
Seed Co., Ltd.

Watermelon ‘Harvest Moon’ F1
Tomato, Cherry ‘Jasper’ F1
Vegetable Award Winner
Vegetable Award Winner
Bred by Johnny’s Selected Seeds Bred by Seeds By Design

Consumers will find this seed for sale in the
coming months as supply becomes available with
catalog companies from mail order companies and
various websites. AAS Winners will also be available
as young plants in lawn & garden retail stores next
spring.

Gardener’s Supply Wins
Green Thumb Award

The Direct Gardening
Association announced
the winners of the 2013
Green Thumb Awards.
The Gardener’s
Supply Company
was honored in the
Tools, Supplies and
Accessories division for
its Peel Away™ Pots.
The winning products
were selected based
on their uniqueness,
technological
innovation, ability to solve a gardening problem or
provide a gardening opportunity, and potential appeal
to gardeners. (https://www.gardeners.com)

Premier Tech Horticulture
Introduces Redesigned
PRO-MIX® Retail Product Line

Premier Tech Horticulture, a business unit of
Premier Tech’s Horticulture and Agriculture Group,
announced the launch of its fully redesigned line of
PRO-MIX® retail products in spring 2013. With its
attractive and outstanding new packaging, the PROMIX® retail products will continue to offer high-quality,
ready-to-use solutions that can be trusted to deliver
outstanding results, time after time.
Designed to answer the needs and requirements
of both professional growers and amateur gardeners,
PRO-MIX® will offer a greater variety of solutions and
options ranging from all-natural, OMRI-listed growing
mixes, to high-quality potting mixes, to specialized
planting mixes. (www.pthorticulture.com)
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Green Philanthropy
from the Ground Up

Black Gold, a Sun Gro Horticulture product-line,
built its reputation on trusted all-organic potting
soils, fertilizers and soil amendments. As Black Gold
transitions to new packaging and finalizes its line for
the 2013 gardening season, some products must
be phased out. Rather than selling to a discounter,
a more philanthropic solution was chosen — to
donate these valuable organic soil-building materials
to non-profit organizations (schools and community
gardens) that promote sustainable gardening.
Many of these carefully blended fertilizers and
other Black Gold products are OMRI listed, a third
party certification that ensures they are indeed all
organic. Such independently verified organic soil
amendments are top of the line for food gardeners,
but rarely seen in the budget minded gardening
endeavors of non-profits. Not only will such fertile
donations ensure an improved yield, they assist in
the ongoing effort to build soil microbes and keep
their numbers high in these boxes, containers, plots
and fields. (www.sungro.com; www.blackgold.bz)

Stay informed on all the latest
in the Association.
Join GWA on
Facebook: Garden Writers
and
Twitter: @GardenWriters
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wildflowers; water-wise plant selections, native plants
and fruit and vegetables gardening for Texas; 12
months of around-the-garden maintenance advice for
each of the plant categories.

Hot Off The Press
Toby Bost and Bob
Polomski, Carolinas
Gardener’s Handbook:
All You Need to Know
to Plan, Plant &
Maintain a Carolinas
Garden, Cool Springs
Press, 272 pages, 319 color
photos, $24.99. Available
now. Carolinas Gardener’s
Handbook is filled with needto-know information from popular Carolina gardening
experts. In addition to hundreds of proven plants, this
resource has monthly to-do calendars for more than
10 plant categories from annuals to vines. “When to”
information assists gardeners with the proper care
and timing for everything from planting to watering.
Advice on gardening with less water addresses the
challenges of gardening in the Carolinas.
John Cretti and Mary
Ann Newcomer,
Rocky Mountain
Gardener’s Handbook:
All You Need to
Know to Plan, Plant
& Maintain a Rocky
Mountain Garden, Cool
Springs Press, 272 pages,
paperback, $24.99. Available
now. Rocky Mountain Gardener’s Handbook
has everything a gardener needs in one book
for gardening success in the states of Colorado,
Montana, Utah, Idaho, Nevada and Wyoming. This
book addresses everything from plant selection to
“when-to” gardening maintenance information for
Rocky Mountain gardeners. Planting and growing
information for edibles is included, along with plant
selections for 10 common plant categories.

David L. Culp (author),
Adam Levine (author)
and Rob Cardillo
(photographer), The
Layered Garden: Design
Lessons for YearRound Beauty from
Brandywine Cottage,
Timber Press, 312 pages,
hardcover, $34.95. Available
now. The Layered Garden
shows you how to recreate
Culp’s majestic display. It starts with a basic lesson
in layering — how to choose the correct plants by
understanding how they grow and change throughout
the seasons, how to design a layered garden, and how
to maintain it. To illustrate how layering works, Culp
takes you on a personal tour through each part of his
celebrated garden. The book culminates with a chapter
dedicated to signature plants for all four seasons.
Dale Groom, Dan
Gill, Steve Dobbs,
James Fizzell, Joe
Lamp’l and Joe White,
Texas Gardener’s
Handbook: All You
Need to Know to
Plan, Plant & Maintain
a Texas Garden,
Cool Springs Press, 272
pages, paperback, $24.99.
Available now. The Texas
Gardener’s Handbook combines the wisdom of
multiple gardening experts into one affordable, easyto-use volume. The authors have filled this resource
with only the must-know gardening information for
your Texas gardening success. This book features:
11 popular plant caregories, from annuals to Texas
page 23

Evelyn J. Hadden,
Beautiful No-Mow
Yards: 50 Amazing
Lawn Alternatives,
Timber Press, 252 pages,
$24.95. Available now.
This ultimate guide to
rethinking your yard
showcases dozens of
inspiring, eco-friendly
alternatives to that demanding (and dare we say
boring?) green turf. With options from living carpets
to shady havens, runoff-reducing rain gardens to
animated prairies, you can transform your lawn into a
rewarding landscape that saves time and money and
brings nature’s beauty into your life.
Judy Lowe, Tennessee
& Kentucky
Garden Guide: The
Best plants for
a Tennessee or
Kentucky Garden,
Cool Springs Press, 272
pages, paperback, $24.99.
Available now. Tennessee
& Kentucky Garden Guide
features nearly 200 plant
recommendations chosen
because they are beautiful
and easy to grow and maintain in a Tennessee
or Kentucky garden; every kind of ornamental —
from flowers to trees and shrubs, and everything
in between; design tips to help you add color and
beauty to your garden; advice on planting, growing
and care (including pest control); and a large color
photograph of each plant.
Continued on page 24
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New Members
Welcome to the following new members who joined the association
in November and December 2012

Carol C. Acutt
UrbanFig
1127 Ozone Ave.
Santa Monica, CA 90405
(O) 310.807.4822
(H) 310.403.4572
(F) 310-314-9201
carol@urbanfig.com
urbanfig.com
urbanfig.com
Kimberly H. Bell
Outsidepride.com
720 N St Marys Cir.
Mount Angel, OR 97362
(O) 503.428.1829
(H) 503.428.1829
(F) 503.606.0659
kim@outsidepride.com
www.outsidepride.com
www.outsidepride.com/blog/
Jennifer R. Connell
2015 Embleton Rd.
Brampton, ON L6Y 0E9 Canada
(H) 905.874.9296
jenc_art@hotmail.com
threedogsinagarden.blogspot.
com
Lynn Coulter
Home Depot Garden Club
4032 Rockridge Ct.
Douglasville, GA 30135
(O) 404.723.6109
(H) 770.947.0094
lynn_coulter@homedepot.com
www.homedepot.com
http://ext.homedepot.com/

community/blog/home-depotgarden-club/columns/about-thebloggers/
Mary H. Dyer
Summit Springs Writing Services
445 NE Village Squire Ave., Unit 6
Gresham, OR 97030
(O) 503.891.6697
(H) 503.512.8337
maryhdyer@gmail.com
Susan K. Ferguson
Ferguson Resources
2616 S. Miller Dr., #301
Lakewood, CO 80227
(O) 515.419.3985
(H) 303.955.7206
fergusonresources@mac.com
		
Miriam Goldberger
Wildflower Farms
10195 Hwy. 12 W RR2
Coldwater, ON L0K 1E0 Canada
miriam@wildflowerfarm.com
LaKisha Hudson
Unit 15549, Box 188
APO AP 96205
(H) 843.278.1402
platypus_enigma@yahoo.com
Charles P. Mathewes
Norfolk Botanical Garden
6219 Rolfe Ave.
Norfolk, VA 23508
(O) 757.441.5830 ext. 337
(H) 757.434.2297
pmathewes@gmail.com
		

Katy Nicolich
8828 Capella Way
Sandy, UT 84093
(O) 801.718.7714
(H) 801.718.7714
nicolichkaty@gmail.com
www.newutahgardener.blogspot.
com
Joel Reiten
926 S R St.
Cottage Grove, OR 97424
(O) 541.942.9590
(H) 541.942.9590
j_reiten@msn.com
		
Elisabetta Sari
Sari Landscape Design
Via Villa D’ Arco 82-33084
Cordenons, PN Italy
(H) +39 0434 936079
info@sarilandscapedesign.com
		
Walter R. Schmidtke
56 Woodcrest Ln.
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007
(O) 847.640.6382
(H) 847.640.6382
weborganic1@yahoo.com
		
Jeff Spurrier
1627 Lucretia Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90026
(O) 213.250.2604
(H) 213.250.2604
jeff.spurrier@gmail.com
		
Sarah Sutton
The Planning Center
1739 Oxford St., #3

Berkeley, CA 94709
(O) 510.848.3815
(H) 510.685.0021
sarahsutton54@yahoo.com
		
Athena (Teena) L. Tainio
Tainio Technology & Technique
12102 S. Andrus Rd.
Cheney, WA 99004
(O) 509.747.5471
(H) 509.838.5130
(F) 509.747.8122
teenat@tainio.com
www.tainio.com
Sheree L. Wright
319 Katie Ln.
Easley, SC 29640
(O) 864.238.8636
(H) 864.859.5592
sheree.wright@furman.edu
		
ALLIED MEMBERS:
Premier Tech Horticulture
Andree Caron
344 St-Francois Xavier
Delson, QC J5B 1Y3 Canada
(O) 450.638.2339
cara@premiertech.com
Magnolia Plantation and
Gardens
Herb Frazier
3550 Ashley River Rd.
Charleston, SC 29414
(O) 843.571.1266
(H) 843.571.1266
Frazierh@aol.com
www.magnoliaplantation.com
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Tom MacCubbin,
Georgia B. Tasker,
Robert Bowden
and Joe Lamp’l,
Florida Gardener’s
Handbook: All You
Need to Know to Plan,
Plant & Maintain a
Florida Garden, Cool
Springs Press, 272 pages,
paperback, $24.99. Available
now. The Florida Gardener’s Handbook features
11 popular plant categories, from annuals to vines;
chapters on edible gardening including citrus, fruit, nuts
and vegetables; extensive selection of beautiful tropical
plants; 12 months of around-the-garden advice for
each of the plant categories; information on sustainable
and environmentally sound gardening practices.
Jane Shellenberger,
Organic Gardener’s
Companion: Growing
Vegetables in the
West, Fulcrum Publishing,
paperback, 224 pages,
$24.95. Available now.
Organic Gardener’s
Companion is the
comprehensive hands-on
guide to growing organic
produce in the Rocky
Mountain and western region where semiarid, highaltitude climates make gardening a unique challenge.
This indispensable resource includes information
on: soil cultivation; the importance of honeybees,
earthworms, beneficial insects; how to grow specific
vegetables, fruits and herbs; creating a garden, from
raised beds and container gardening to converting
lawns; and dealing with undesirables: weeds, wildlife,
unwanted insects.
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Dates & Events
JANUARY 6-7

National Green Centre, St. Louis, Mo. Presented by
the Western Nursery & Landscape Association
(www.nationalgreencentre.org)

January 8-10

Landscape Ontario Congress, Canada’s International
Horticultural Lawn & Garden Trade Show &
Conference, Toronto Congress Centre, Toronto,
Ontario, Canada. (www.locongress.com)

JANUARY 9-11

MANTS (Mid-Atlantic Nursery Trade Show),
Baltimore Convention Center, Baltimore, Md.
(www.mants.com)

JANUARY 10-13

2013 Southeast Regional Fruit & Vegetables
Conference, Savannah International Trade and
Convention Center, Savannah, Ga.
(www.seregionalconference.com)

JANUARY 13

17th Annual P.L.A.N.T. Seminar, Greater Columbus
Convention Center, Columbus, Ohio. Presented by
the Perennial Plant Association and the Ohio State
University Extension Master Gardener Volunteers.
(www.perennialplant.org/events)

JANUARY 14-16

Central Environmental Nursery Trade Show
(CENTS), Greater Columbus Convention Center,
Columbus, Ohio. Sponsored by the Ohio Nursery
and Landscape Association. (www.onla.org)

JANUARY 16-18

Mid-America Horticultural Trade Show (Mid-Am),
Chicago, Ill. (www.midam.org) Phone: 800.300.6103

January 22-23

NJ Plants: Professional Landscape & Nursery Trade
Show, New Jersey Convention Center, Edison, N.J.
(www.njplantshow.com)

JANUARY 23-24

Garden Center Symposium & Midwest Perennial
Conference, Country Springs Hotel, Waukesha, Wis.
(www.gardencentersymposium.com)

JANUARY 23-25

Tropical Plant Industry Exhibition (TPIE), Greater
Fort Lauderdale Broward Convention Center, Ft.
Lauderdale, Fl. Sponsored by the Florida Nursery,
Growers and Landscape Association
(www.fngla.org/tpie/)

JANUARY 31 - FEBRUARY 2

ANLA and OFA Next Level Industry Meeting, Nashville, Tenn. (www.yournextlevel.org; 614.487.1117)

FEBRUARY 2-10

The Great BIG Home, I-X Center, Cleveland, Ohio
(http://www.greatbighomeandgarden.com)

FEBRUARY 4-7

Mid-Atlantic Horticulture Short Course, Marriott
at City Center, Newport News, Va. (Produced by
The Virginia Horticultural Foundation) National and
regional speakers present new techniques, university
research and advances in arboriculture, business,
work crew management, horticulture skills, landscape
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architecture & design, landscape management, and
more. (www.mahsc.org; or 757.523.4734)

FEBRUARY 8-10

Yard, Garden & Patio Show, Oregon Convention
Center, Portland, Ore. Produced by the Oregon
Association of Nurseries. (www.ygpshow.com)

FEBRUARY 6-8

New England GROWS! with the theme “Frontline
thinking. Intelligent solutions”, Boston Convention &
Exhibition Center, Boston, Mass.
(www.newenglandgrows.org)

FEBRUARY 20-24

Northwest Flower & Garden Show, Washington
State Convention Center, Seattle, Wash. This year’s
theme, “The Silver Screen Takes Root: Gardens Go
Hollywood,” celebrates the show’s 25th anniversary
(www.gardenshow.com)

MARCH 9-17

Chicago Flower & Garden Show with the theme
“The Art of Gardening,” Navy Pier, Chicago, Ill.
(www.chicagoflower.com)

MARCH 20-24

San Francisco Flower & Garden Show, San Mateo
Event Center, San Mateo, Calif. Featured are 20
fabulous display gardens, edible gardens, small
space living and more than 60 seminars
(www.sfgardenshow.com)

August 16-19

GWA 65th Annual Symposium, Quebec City Hilton,
Quebec City, Canada. (www.gardenwriters.org)
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