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GWA Long-Range 
Plan 2012-15 
Completed
By LiNdA Askey

The Tucson Botanical Gardens
By JAcqueLiNe A. souLe

In an earlier article, I mentioned that since the year 
1492, the flags of six different nations have flown 
over Tucson, each group adding their own unique 
flavor to the city. You can see some of this unique 
flavor at the Tucson Botanical Gardens (TBG), one 
of our story tour stops during the 2012 GWA Annual 
Symposium Oct. 12-15.
 Selected by Reader’s Digest as “The Best Secret 
Garden in America,” the Tucson Botanical Gardens is 
a tranquil oasis in the heart of a busy urban area. For 
visitors and residents alike, the gardens are a lovely 
place to stroll and get away from it all for a while. 
But, Tucson Botanical Gardens is more than simply 
a place to stroll and enjoy the plant life. The gardens 
also promote responsible and appropriate use of 
plants and water in a desert environment through 
their many demonstration gardens and outreach 
programs. 
 The reason that the Tucson Botanical Gardens 
name is plural is that the densely packed five acres 
are home to a wide-ranging suite of gardens. The 

space is delightfully and unobtrusively laid out into 
a number of hidden and discrete gardens that cover 
the alphabet from A to Z, including aloe, barrio, 
bird, butterfly, children’s, herb, iris, native crops, 
prehistoric, rose, succulent, shade, vegetable, water, 
wildflower, xeriscape and Zen gardens. 
 The grounds also feature a garden railway 
and exhibits on vermiculture, water harvesting, 

Tucson Botanical Gardens demonstrates green living with 
solar panels and water harvesting systems.

photo by Jacqueline A
. S

oule

Continued on page 2

Like any good business, GWA is ultimately 
governed by its long-range plan (LRP). By setting 
priorities in the form of an updated vision, mission, 
goals and objectives for the years to come 
means that the Board is investing thoughtfully 
in services for our members. In order to build 
upon the remarkable 2008-2011 long-range plan 
and to have a new plan in place to guide GWA’s 
Board decisions and committee work in the years 
to come, a long-range planning task force was 
appointed by GWA President debra Prinzing 
and chair Linda Askey to meet in Seattle the 
weekend of Nov. 18-20, 2011, under the able 
guidance of facilitator, Julie Benezet of Business 
Growth Consulting, LLC. Those attending were 
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composting in the desert, use of solar panels and 
use of native plants by the Tohono O’odham. You can 
preview the Tucson Botanical Gardens at http://www.
tucsonbotanical.org/plan/virtual-tour-of-the-gardens/.
 The gardens are also more than just gardens. 
Behind the scenes at TBG there are a number 
of educational outreach programs. The Sonoran 
Butterfly Project, designed to facilitate young people’s 
ties to nature by involving them in the rearing of cater-
pillars and observation of the metamorphosis process 
includes classroom kits providing cater-pillars, food, 
educational resources and rearing cages. 
 Ethnobotany of the Sonoran Desert is a 
program with onsite and outreach aspects. This 
unique program delves into the ethnobotany of the 
peoples of southern Arizona, past and present. 
The  Horticultural Therapy program at the gardens, 
initiated in 1983, is one of the oldest public garden-
based programs in the country. Since its inception, 
the program has helped thousands of individuals in 
more than 50 different human service agencies, care 
facilities, nursing homes and schools in southern 
Arizona. Garden writers will be able to see the 
Horticultural Therapy onsite program at work when 
we visit the gardens.

Butterflies of all stages of life are welcome in the Tucson 
Botanic Gardens. Larval food plants are sited throughout the 
five acres of grounds.

Continued from page 1

donna Balzer, Maree gaetani, Kevin 
gragg, Jayme Jenkins, Jim Martin, and 
Rich Pomerantz, as well as Linda Askey, 
debra Prinzing, Janel Leatherman (GWA 
Past President) and Robert Lagasse (GWA 
Executive Director).
 The LRP TF report and recommendations were 
presented to the GWA Board of Directors at their 
January meeting in Fort Lauderdale. Each goal and 
objective was closely reviewed and six objectives 
were returned to the TF for further consideration. 
Following a TF teleconference in February, a revised 
Long-Range Plan was resubmitted to the Board and 
was fully adopted in March. 
 Probably the most groundbreaking innovation 

Continued from page 1

of this Long-Range Plan is the creation of Special 
Interest Groups, making it possible to have more 
meaningful communication and professional 
development programming for photographers, 
writers, authors, bloggers, etc. All those who 
participated in the Long-Range Planning process 
came away full of enthusiasm, engaged and 
optimistic for what GWA can be, as well as how the 
organization can better serve its members.
 Now that the Board has approved the plan 
(below) and prioritized goals and objectives for 
immediate implementation, Debra will be seeking 
new task force chairs and members to carry the plan 
forward. Please raise your hand if you are motivated 
to help move us forward in any of these areas.

garden Writers Association
Long-Range Plan 2012-2015

VisioN
GWA is a highly respected, primary organization of 
media professionals focused on gardening and the 
impacts of gardening on the environment.

MissioN
GWA serves as the hub for a diverse group of 
communicators and organizations seeking to grow 
in their professions while nurturing gardeners and 
the green industry worldwide through training, career 
development, recognition, shared resources and 
community.

VALues
The core values of GWA are professional excellence 
and the respect of, love for, knowledge about, and 
stewardship of gardening and the environment.

GoALs & oBJecTiVes
1.  expand gWA’s role as a garden 

communications hub for networking 
among individuals, organizations and 
businesses.

*1.1 Identify and launch garden communications 
Special Interest Groups (SIGs) to provide an 
ongoing forum for members to gain knowledge, 
build skills and expand connections.

*1.2 Identify key leaders within each SIG to provide 
training, support, communications and member 
recruitment.

1.3 Establish opportunities for SIGs to communicate 
and provide services, including at the annual 
symposium.

1.4 Facilitate and foster mentoring opportunities for 
both social and skills-based networking.

1.5 Identify potential alliances among organizations, 
associations and businesses that will further 
GWA’s mission.

Continued on page 3

http://www.tucsonbotanical.org/plan/virtual-tour-of-the-gardens/
http://www.tucsonbotanical.org/plan/virtual-tour-of-the-gardens/
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2.  Provide education and career 
development to increase the 
professionalism of members within 
the special interest group framework.

2.1 Provide opportunities for members to upgrade 
their communications skills and tools.

2.2 Evaluate how horticulture, gardening and 
environmental topics integrate within GWA.

2.3 Provide opportunities for members to increase 
their knowledge of emerging technologies and 
new media.

2.4 Ensure that educational programs have 
increased focus on business, legal and 
intellectual property issues.

3. Continue to attract, maintain and 
retain a diverse membership.

*3.1 Develop programs to attract a diverse member 
demographic.

3.2 Use the GWA logo to raise association and 
member visibility.

3.3 Recognize member diversity through 
Newsletter/Website content.

3.4 Recruit locally at regional meetings and regional 
garden shows.

3.5 Develop a community outreach award for 
members

3.6  Consider adding a “tag line” to the GWA logo 
clarifying who we are and what we do.

3.7 Expand GWA’s mentoring program(s).

4. Attract, maintain and retain members 
20 – 40 years old.

*4.1 Develop programs to attract a younger member 
demographic.

4.2 Promote younger member visibility through 
Newsletter/Website content.

4.3 Develop program(s) to identify and attract 
members from emerging and related 
communications channels.

4.4 Expand GWA’s mentoring program(s).

5. Promote the importance of gardening, 
horticulture, and the environment 
and GWA’s influence, expertise and 
integrity in these areas.

5.1 Organize formal initiatives 4 times a year to 
promote GWA, its members and the importance 
of gardening.

5.2 To promote GWA, develop an award that 
honors an organization or individual that has 
contributed on a national level to the importance 
of gardening.

5.3 Revamp and update the format and design of 
the Q&T to reflect GWA’s expertise in media 
communication.

*5.4 Conduct survey to determine the reach of GWA 
members and use the results to promote GWA’s 
sphere of influence.

5.5 Evaluate current GWA membership skills 
searchable database and recommend 
restructure and improvements to make it more 
effective.

Continued from page 2

Professional Quality for Life

2012 Products are Here!
contact Jessica Reinhardt for information:

jreinhardt@dramm.com

OneTouch
Shower & Stream™

ColorWear™ Garden Apron

by Heidi

5.6 Conduct, promote and enhance GWA Media 
Awards Program and Awards of Distinction.

6. Maintain efficiency, effectiveness and 
transparency of the management and 
governance of the organization.

*6.1 Produce an annual financial report that is 
available on GWA’s website and promote its 
availability. 

*6.2 Maintain mechanisms to ensure that the board 
of directors functions at a strategic level.

6.3 Implement and maintain a training program for 
committee/task force chairs.

6.4 Maintain alignment of the Association’s 
governance, structure, management and 
financial resources with the strategic plan.

6.5 Annually evaluate the Association’s 
management.

6.6 commit to an annual review and periodic 
updating of the strategic plan.

6.7 Provide safeguards to assure financial security 
of the Association.

* 2012-2013 resource priorities

Helping Us Grow

one New Member
Linda Chalker-Scott
Maree Gaetani
Karen Kemp Docksteader
Lorene Edwards Forkner
Sandy Feather
Kathy Huber
Peggy Anne Montgomery
Melinda Myers
Dee Nash

Ilona Ontschenki
Rich Pomerantz
Walter Reeves
Karen Schindelhauer
Lawrence Sherk
Veronica Sliva
Peg Tillery
Mary Wilhite
Colleen Zacharias
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“You know, I write more 
words every day now than 
I ever wrote 15 years ago,” 
commented an editor friend in 
a recent conversation. “All we 
do — all day long — is write.”
 My friend was referring, 
of course, to e-mail, that 
essential, but not always 
effective, rapid-fire tool for 
shooting information from one 
person to the next. Texting 

and Tweeting are just hybrids of e-mail when you 
think about it. 
 So, yes, we write more. But, here is a situation 
where quantity is definitely not better than quality. 
Even a thoughtfully written e-mail message pales 
in comparison to a face-to-face conversation where 
replies are certainly more humane and (I hope) less 
snarky or abrupt.
 But what I’ve been thinking a lot about lately is 
how to diversify my writing. And perhaps others are, 
too.
 Inspired by those who have written and 
successfully published in other genres, I am, finally, 
at middle age, experimenting with other forms of 
words-on-paper. I’m often drawn to these talented 
individuals through friendship, but what enhances 
those relationships is that through each one, I’ve 
been served dessert after delicious dessert of poetry, 
memoir-writing, fiction and playwriting. Wow, so 
many other channels for creative expression.
 I certainly don’t think I would ever earn a writing 
fee for a poem or essay, but who knows? Maybe I’m 
ready to ignore whatever has kept me from exploring 
those other fields (you know, those typical hindrances 
of time, chores, family, other work or maybe fear of 
failure!). 
 All I can say is that there is a reason the universe 
keeps putting inspiring people in my path to offer me 
a glimpse into other ways to be a writer. And many of 
those introductions have come through my Garden Continued on page 3
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President’s Message
Writer contacts. 
 Being successful as a writer has much to do 
with talent, but not everything to do with talent. The 
payoff comes from hard work, consistency and focus. 
Sometimes, when I am asked, “How did YOU get 
such a good writing gig?” I want to say: “Well, I’ve 
been working very hard for 15 years at this, starting 
out writing gardening pieces for a free community 
newspaper insert and gradually trading up from one 
publication to the next. That’s how.”
 In the past year, I’ve been inspired by Paula 
Panich, my writing mentor, who is working on a 
food memoir AND a historical novel. She gets up very 
early each morning and writes nonstop for a couple 
of hours. Serious discipline! It’s words on paper, 
people! 
 I’ve also been inspired by Marty Wingate, 
who has created a very compelling protagonist name, 
Pru Parke, and a wonderful series of garden mystery 
novels. Marty’s devotion to her local writer’s group 
and her daily walk to the local library where she 
shuts out the world to write every single afternoon 
have also paid off. She now has an agent who is 
shopping around a multi-book deal to major mystery 
publishers.
 We are such an incredibly diverse organization 
— that’s the good news! It also makes leading this 
association a challenge as we try to address so many 
different communication channels. 
 I love the new GWA Vision that emerged from 
our November 2011 Long-Range Planning session: 
GWA is a highly respected, primary organization of 
media professionals focused on gardening and the 
impacts of gardening on the environment. Read more 
about the ambitious LRP in Task Force Chair Linda 
Askey’s report on pages 1-2. It is a game-changer 
— and I’m excited to see how we use this road map 
to move forward as a professional organization.

  debra Prinzing
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diReCTORs

RegiOn i

Ellen Zachos (2013 N)
 Acme Plant Stuff
C.L. Fornari (2013 R)
 The Garden Lady
Sabine Stezenbach (2012 R)   
 Freelance

RegiOn ii

Steve Maurer (2014 N)
 Nemours Museum  
   & Gardens   
Dan Benarcik (2012 R)
 Chanticleer Foundation
Denise Schreiber (2013 R)
 Allegheny County Parks Dept.

RegiOn iii

Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp (2013 N)
 Write for You!
Christine Kelleher (2012 R)
 Aris Horticultural Services
Maria Zampini (2013 R)
 Lake County New Plants

RegiOn iV

Linda Askey (2012 N)
 New Leaves
Carol Brouwer (2012 R)
 Freelance
Barbara Wise (2013 R)
 Souithern Land Company

OFFiCeRs

PResidenT  

Debra Prinzing 
 Freelance
ViCe PResidenT 

Larry Hodgson 
 HortiCom, Inc.
TReAsUReR 

Kirk Brown 
 Joanne Kostecky Garden Design

RegiOn V

Melinda Myers (2013 N)
 Freelance
Linda Nitchman (2012 R)
 Freelance
Amy McDowell (2013 R)
 Freelance

RegiOn Vi

Nan Sterman (2014 N)
  Plant Soup, Inc.
Ginger Aarons-Garrison (2013 R)
 Time Travel Tours
Pat Munts (2012 R)
 Spokesman Review

RegiOn Vii

Veronica Sliva (2012 N)
 Sliva Communications
Ken Brown (2013 R)
 www.gardening-enjoyed.com
Kathy Wood (2012 R)
 Beyond the Garden Gate

seCReTARy  

Becky Heath 
 Brent & Becky’s Bulbs
PAsT PResidenT  

Janel Leatherman
 Zinnia Productions

2011-12 GWA
BoArd of directors

Continued on page 6 n = NATIONAL DIRECTOR  
R = REGIONAL DIRECTOR

How Someone Whacked 
Me Aside the Head
By douG GreeN

In mid-January, Apple opened the next round of 
publishing warfare when it released iBook Author, a 
free software eBook publishing package. This clearly 
established three walled gardens of publishing, 
Amazon #1, B&N #2 and Apple #3 (but determined to 
move upwards) with competing business models and 
formats for independent publishers. However, what is 
becoming crystal clear is that independent publishing 
of gardening eBooks can be a serious moneymaker; 
just ask sheri Ann Richerson.
 In December 2011, Sheri Ann’s 54 gardening 
eBooks were downloaded more than ten thousand 
times (yes, 10,000!) from Amazon. Enrolled in the 
KDP Select program where she could offer some of 
her eBooks for free (for a limited time) and instantly 
adjust pricing, she marketed her way through the 
month. While some of those downloads were indeed 
freebies, many were not. Amazon points out that free 
downloads have spurred sales of the author’s other 
books as well as those eBooks that were initially 
free. Sheri Ann confirmed for me that sales continued 
nicely in January as well.
 The point of this particular column is not to 
encourage you to publish your own eBooks (although 
I think that’s a great idea), but rather to address 
another major concern I’ve heard from authors. And 
that is the price point you want to charge for selling 
eBooks online and the marketing of eBooks.
 Seth Godin points out an inevitable truth in online 
marketing, that there is a rush to the bottom in eBook 
pricing. The only way to hold your price higher is 
through scarcity (hard to do with eBooks) or through 

differentiation (being so unique you don’t have 
competition). If it’s not scarce or unique, you’re in the 
race.
 Let me be brutally honest here about the 
lessons Seth and Sheri Ann taught me. If you write a 
gardening eBook today, and there’s another eBook 
on that subject, you’re in the race, no matter how 
good your content, how bad the competition or 
how unique your writing voice. You can believe the 
eBooks are good enough and your voice is unique 
enough (as I did) and your eBooks are worth more 
money or you can recognize an essential truth. 
The average Kindle reader has never heard of you, 
doesn’t know who you are, and is making the buying 
decision based on price and reviews.
 This means you have to look at how Amazon 
works. For example, search for any book and you’re 
presented with a screen across the page right 
below the main description stating “Customers Who 
Bought This Item Also Bought” as options for you to 
purchase. A low price with a few customers buying 
more than one of your eBooks can get your eBook 
into that space for gardening titles. Get readers to 
review your eBooks and you get free publicity in this 
way from Amazon. There are other marketing hints 
and tips available through the Community Support 
groups and Author Central resources on Amazon.
 One strategy is to introduce books at low prices 
to get the readership curve started and build up 
sales and reviews. These sales and reviews drive 
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the eBook higher in the rankings. The higher the 
rankings, the more sold — it’s an interesting system 
that’s started with a low initial price point. Some 
writers are experimenting with slowly moving prices 
higher until sales drop off and profits are reduced, 
and then reducing the price again to bump it up. 
Having said that, Sheri Ann experimented with pricing 
using several price points, “I did some at $4.99, 
$2.99 and $1.99, but honestly feel I sell more at 99 
cents.” And she now prices all her eBooks at 99 
cents from the beginning. How can you argue with 
10,000 downloads?
 I learned the lesson over this past Christmas 
from Sheri Ann and instantly lowered the pricing on 
my six eBooks on Amazon. Sales skyrocketed. In 
December, I had only a few downloads at the full 
$4.99 pricing and was nowhere on the rankings. 
In the first week of January, I had 150 downloads 
in one week at 99 cents. I made more money in 
the first week of January than I had in the previous 
month. And as I write, all my eBooks are either on 
the first or second pages of the rankings and appear 
nicely under the “Customers Who Bought This 
Item” listings. I jump-started sales with my author 
Facebook page and my newsletter, but after that, 
the ranking and pricing is pushing the ongoing sales 
numbers. Being a contrarian, I’m not convinced yet 
to leave my eBooks at 99 cents and have started 
messing about with $1.49 and $2.99, looking for the 
profit sweet spot and not just total sales.
 A quick look at the Amazon rankings for any 
search will point out several quick lessons. The first 
is there are a great many “free” gardening books 
out there, usually from the open source movement 
created by books that are out of copyright and fair 
game for this kind of thing. For those people 50-70 
years old, the language is often such that modern 
readers won’t spend time with these older examples. 
The other option is with spam eBooks, and I’ve 

Continued from page 5

had to have one removed for piggybacking on my 
author name already this year. The second thing is 
to notice the existence of publisher’s projects on the 
lists at much higher prices. The question in my mind 
is whether these will be able to hold those prices 
or whether they will eventually be crowded out by 
writers willing to price their eBooks lower and use 
their social media muscle to drive traffic to their own 
eBooks. Or will established publishers play the race 
to the bottom game with the resulting reduction of 
author royalty payments to mere pennies per eBook?
 What is clear is that the time is right to 
investigate alternate ways of selling and pricing your 
creative work. From my point of view, I can only say, 
“Thanks for the wake-up call, Sheri Ann.” 

Doug Green, a GWA Award of Excellence for Writing 
winner and 25-year nursery veteran, writes for his
own websites, now one of the largest on the Net, 
delivering a variety of content. Doug’s aim is to be 
independently wealthy as a garden writer helping 
beginner gardeners.

bioindexing.org

Professional indexers for 
gardening, agricultural, natural 
history, ecology, conservation 

and environmental issues. 
Search our online directory.

Contact us at:
GGES-SIGinfo@asindexing.org 

Need an Indexer?

need Legal 
Assistance?

Get FREE legal advice 
through your GWA 

membership!

If you have a legal question regarding a writer’s 
issue, GWA’s legal counsel John Hazard will provide 
you with free basic consultation. Funded by the 
repatriated copyright fees received through the 
Authors Coalition each year, every member who 
participates in the annual Coalition genre survey is 
entitled to free legal assistance.

Call the GWA office for a referral.

703.257.1032
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executive director’s report

Robert C. LaGasse 
Executive Director

Regional 
Meetings
GWA Regional meetings 
have been doing well this 
year. We have already 
conducted one event in 
Regions I, II, V, VI & VII. 
We have one scheduled 
for Region III and two more 
events scheduled in both 

Regions I and II, giving us 10 total events in our 
seven regions, and that is just for the spring and 
summer months. We still have time for fall meetings 
that will begin developing in a few months.
 The Region II Internet workshop was a great 
success. Thanks to Kirk Brown for organizing the 
event and securing the Allentown meeting hall with 
all the Internet service support. In addition to the 
great program members experienced, GWA had an 
unexpected revelation, too. 
 With 25 people at the meeting, there should have 
been 25 connections to the Internet network, but we 
didn’t count on the smart phones, iPads and other 
devices everyone carried that are constantly trolling 
for bandwidth. We actually had over 60 connections, 
and that demand caused some interesting bandwidth 
issues for the workshop. 
 The lesson: uber-connected garden writers in a 
group with computers in front, tweeting smartphones 
in one hand and Facebooking iPads in the other, 
create the equivalent of a black hole for Internet 
bandwidth. It all simply proves garden writers are the 
exception to most rules, no matter what we are doing.

Tucson Symposium
Plans for our 64th Annual Symposium are nearing 
completion. Program Chair Larry Hodgson has 
selected the topics and speakers, and the Board of 
Directors has approved the program. All members 
who submitted program proposals for the Tucson 

meeting have been notified of their selection status in 
writing. If you have not received your notice, please 
e-mail meetings@gardenwriters.org.
 Local Arrangements Subcommittee Chair 
Jacqueline soule is scheduling some very 
unique garden sites for us to visit. GWA has never 
held a national event in such a challenging gardening 
environment; so, this year offers us all a unique 
opportunity to look at how people adapt their need 
to commune with nature through gardening, even in 
the most extreme environment many of us have ever 
seen.
 Make your plans now to attend. Hotel 
information is posted on our website now. Program 
details will be posted as soon as they are released to 
headquarters by the committees. If you are interested 
in how water conservation, native plants and other 
design factors can impact conditions in your areas, 
this is a meeting you must attend.

GWA Long-Range Plan
LRP Task Force Chair Linda Askey reported on 
the 2012-2015 GWA Long-Range Plan in this issue 
of the Q&T. Congratulations to the task force for 
their excellent work that began last November and 
concluded with final Board approval in March. Please 
take a few minutes to review the plan. Every starred 
objective under each goal statement indicates a 
priority program the Board of Directors has identified 
for 2012-2013. Objective priorities will change over 
the next three years as some are completed and 
organizational resources change.
 One area of immediate focus is the investigation 
into restructuring the GWA along Special Interest 
Group (SIG) lines. The purpose is to focus more 
resources, financial and human, into expanded 
specialized programs in key communications chan-
nels for members. A special task force, chaired by 
Rich Pomerantz, has been formed to investigate 
the SIG opportunities, structure and functions 
and recommend a course of action to the Board 
of Directors in Tucson. All members are asked to 

assist the task force by responding to surveys and 
other calls for assistance the TF may issue. This is 
an extremely important undertaking that will impact 
GWA’s future as a professional organization of 
communicators. Your input is definitely important to 
the process.

We Are Moving
Yes, the rumors that the GWA office is moving are 
true. Within the next 60 days, the headquarters office 
will relocate to Shallowater, Texas, 350 miles west 
of Dallas and just outside Lubbock, at the base of 
the northern panhandle. Part of our facilities was 
relocated in November. We expect the main body 
move to be in late April or early May.
 Why Texas? The obvious reasons are a lower 
cost of doing business, a lower cost of living and an 
escape from excessive traffic seven days a week. 
Moving to mid-America also reduces our travel costs 
and time and makes office hours more convenient to 
our western members. 
 Also in our plans is the expansion of resources 
through multiple internship programs using the 
30,000 students at Texas Tech University in Lubbock. 
Young minds from the schools of landscape 
architecture, horticulture, political science, business, 
communications, and even a law school, can be 
a cost-effective asset to an aggressive expansion 
we have planned for GWA education and training 
programs. More information will be available as we 
approach our final move date.

 We thank all our members for your continued 
support of the association and encourage your 
participation in GWA programs to keep members on 
the leading edge of the communications industry. 
Look for new information and information requests 
from committees and task forces in the next few 
months. This is a critical time for planning our future, 
and your input is needed.

mailto:meetings@gardenwriters.org
http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/hotel_transport.html
http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/hotel_transport.html
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The following regional meetings are scheduled for 2012. Additional information will be posted 
online at www.gardenwriters.org and in future issues of the Quill & Trowel newsletter.

regional Meetings

region 1

Friday, June 22
english gardens 

&
Organic Practices

in Litchfield County 
Bethlehem & Washington, Conn.   

Registration fee: $35/person
(gWA member/spouse);  

non-member fee: $50/person
Registration ends: June 15

Enjoy a day of garden tours in Connecticut. Visit 
the Bellamy-Ferriday House & Garden for tours. Bill 
Duesing, Northeast Organic Farmers Association, 
will talk on the Organic Land Care Professional 
Accreditation Program, followed by lunch.
 Travel to Cynthia Rabinowitz Permaculture 
Garden (Bethleham), Hollister House (Washington) 
and Brush Hill Gardens for afternoon tours. 
Registration and details on the GWA website.

region 2

Friday, May 25
The duPont Cultural Legacy, delaware

This event has reached its capacity. You may register 
for the standby list in the event of a cancellation. 

region 3

Thursday, May 24
Taltree Arboretum & gardens

Rita gabis stroll garden
Brincka-Cross gardens
in Porter County, ind.   

Registration fee: $35/person
(gWA member/spouse);  

non-member fee: $45/person
Registration ends: May 14

Tour Taltree’s award-winning Railway Garden, Hitz 
Family Rose Garden, Meyer Memorial Pavilion 
Garden and Native Plant Garden, with an opportunity 
to visit Oak Islands, a display of oaks from around 
the world and associated understory plants. Taltree 
is 360 acres with a combination of formal gardens, 
hiking trails through woodlands, wetlands and 
prairies, and plenty of space to find a quiet corner 
any time of year. Enjoy lunch (sponsored by Proven 
Winner/ColorChoice shrubs) and a business 
meeting in Taltree’s Meyer Memorial Pavilion. Take a 
short woodland trail to the garden of Rita Gabis, co-
founder of Taltree.
 Award-winning blogger Carol Michel will 
share what she’s learned as the creator of one of 
the longest running garden blogs around. (Taltree 
Classroom). 
 Then, its on to the Brincka Cross Gardens 
property that was developed by Art Institute of 
Chicago professor Bill Brincka.

region 5

Friday, June 29
Madison, Wis.

Registration fee: $35/person
(gWA member/spouse);  

non-member fee: $40/person

Olbrich Botanical Gardens (olbrich.org), Allen 
Centennial Gardens (allencentennialgardens.org), 
West Madison Agriculture Research Plant Trial 
Gardens (cals.wisc.edu/westmad/garden/index.html) 
and Epic Systems (officesnapshots.com/2010/02/01/
epic-systems-corp-intergalactic-hq/) will host GWA 
members for an exciting Region V regional meeting 
throughout Madison, Wis. The fun and informative 
day will feature a presentation by Roy Diblik of 
Northwest Perennial Farm, described by the Chicago 
Tribune as “one of the most original, sophisticated 
and influential plantsmen in the Midwest.” 
      We’ll enjoy a garden lunch sponsored by 
dramm and a unique opportunity for hands-on 
product testing. Don’t miss this meeting that is sure 
to inspire traditional and cutting-edge story ideas. 
A special thanks goes to ed Lyon and Peggy 
Hendershot for putting together this outstanding 
program.
      See the GWA website for meeting details and 
hotel information. Guests and members from other 
regions are always welcome. 

contact: Linda nitchman 
paradisegardener@hotmail.com or 618.593.2112

http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/region2_5_25_registration.html
http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/region2_5_25_registration.html
http://olbrich.org
http://allencentennialgardens.org
http://cals.wisc.edu/westmad/garden/index.html
http://officesnapshots.com/2010/02/01/epic-systems-corp-intergalactic-hq/
http://officesnapshots.com/2010/02/01/epic-systems-corp-intergalactic-hq/
mailto:paradisegardener@hotmail.com
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Locally Grown Produce 
Makes a Difference
By LiNdA NAeVe

What impact does free, fresh, locally grown produce 
have on survivors of domestic and sexual violence? A 
group of dedicated individuals from the Story County 
(Iowa) Plant A Row for the Hungry program has 
made healthy food choices a possibility for residents 
of the safe shelter at ACCESS (Assault Care Center 
Extending Shelter and Support), and the resulting 
impact has been much more than just nutrition.
 ACCESS is the local domestic and sexual 
violence center that provides a continuum of services 
to individuals and families experiencing domestic 
violence and sexual assault in Story, Boone and 
Greene counties. Farmers’ market vendors, the Iowa 
State University Horticulture Research Station and 
home gardeners collaborate annually to contribute 
produce that is delivered weekly to ACCESS during 
the growing season. The availability of fresh lettuce, 
leafy vegetables, radishes, onions, carrots, peppers, 
tomatoes and other produce to the women, 
children, men and transgendered individuals served 
by the ACCESS has drastically influenced healthy 
food choices, created opportunities for social 
camaraderie around food preparation and cooking, 
and fostered an interest in giving back to the 

community in a new way.
 Individuals who have fled violence are facing 
risks to emotional and physical safety. They often 
arrive at ACCESS in an effort to meet basic needs 
of food, water and shelter for themselves and 
their families. Often during this transition, financial 
resources are scarce and nutrition can be a value 
that is compromised to reach other goals.
 When weekly donations of fresh produce began 
arriving last year, many of the individuals and families 
at ACCESS began having conversations with each 
other and with staff about nutrition and cooking. 
Many of them learned how to prepare, cook and 
store veggies they had never tried before. Residents 
also enjoyed community dinners by coming together 
to cook and eat meals. Parents began to educate 
themselves on healthy choices, and encouraged 
children to eat healthily in innovative ways. ACCESS 
staff and volunteers were able to support their efforts 
by offering cooking classes. Survivors utilizing 
ACCESS services other than shelter also came to 
pick up fresh produce to take home with them for 
themselves and their families. Some recipients of the 

produce also decided to give back by volunteering 
their time working at the community garden.
 As a community non-profit, ACCESS relies 
heavily on the support of local donors and volunteers. 
The local food donations that are provided through 
the efforts of the Story County PAR program has 
ensured that survivors have access to healthy food 
that is strategically and delicately cared for by local 
farmers and participants. The impact of having 
fresh, nutritious food available for survivors and 
their families will likely be something felt long after 
residents leave the shelter. It’s not only food these 
survivors of violence are receiving, but also the 
efforts of a dedicated community that have fostered 
increased knowledge on caring for themselves and 
their families.
 The Storey County PAR program completed 
its seventh year. More than 3,000 pounds were col-
lected in 2011. Plant A Row is working in Iowa. Check 
out the Story County PAR website (www.parstory.org) 
to learn more about their program.

Community Garden Wins 10,000 Gardens Contest
Among the winners 
statewide of the 10,000 
Garden Challenge 
hosted last summer by 
the Missouri Department 
of Agriculture was the 
Laborers House Garden 
at Jefferson Barracks 
County Park. The garden 
is maintained by the 
Friends of Jefferson 
Barracks, Bell Telephone 
Pioneers and Master 
Gardeners working under the stewardship of the St. Louis County Park horticulture department. Produce from 
the garden is recorded for the Plant a Row For The Hungry national program and given to Feed My People for 
distribution. Several members of the group accepted their award last summer at the Missouri State Fair from 
Department of Agriculture Director Jon Hagler.

Continued on page 10

http://www.parstory.org
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Mighty ‘Mato Plants 
Provided to PAR
A huge thank you to SuperNaturals Grafted 
Vegetables LLC, a collaboration between John 
Bagnasco, president of GardenLife radio; Tim 
Wada, owner of the the Plug Connection; and Alice 
doyle, owner of the wholesale nursery Log House 
Plants for providing the Mighty ‘Mato 3-packs to 
Plant A Row networks. More than 100 volunteers 
ordered these grafted tomatoes for their PAR 
gardens. 
 GWA members will observe the Mighty ‘Mato 
being offered by many growers and retailers 
throughout the United States this spring. The 
benefits of grafted vegetables are dramatic and 
the increased harvest will be helpful in each PAR 
garden.

Continued from page 9

Sustainability

Sustainable or Organic: What’s the Difference?

pretty firm grasp of the difference between organic 
and sustainable, at least when it comes to water 
use. “You can be 100% organic in terms of not 
using chemicals, using natural fertilizers and IPM-
based pest control,” says Master Gardener Randy 
schultz, head of Schultz Communications in 
Albuquerque, N.M. “But if you’re growing something 
very water-intensive, it won’t be sustainable in an arid 
environment.” 

 “Permaculture is very big here,” says Mara 
Lafferty, senior clerk at Santa Fe Greenhouses in 
Santa Fe, N.M. “People here strive for the knowledge 
of how to make their yards beautiful without having to 
water a lot.”
 Yet even in non-arid regions, many gardening 
professionals understand that following sustainable 
practices, such as reducing water use, is distinct 
from being an organic gardener. “Water is our life-
blood,” says steve castorani, owner of North Creek 
Nurseries in Landenburg, Pa., and Gateway Garden 
Center in Hokessen, Del. “There is a movement 

By NANcy roBsoN

The terms sustainable and organic have become 
green industry buzzwords, but how many gardeners 
can differentiate between them? “Our customers 
have a great idea of organic, but not sustainable,” 
says Lisa Moses, marketing manager at Molbak 
Nursery in Woodinville, Wash. “Sustainability isn’t a 
term that resonates [with them].” Even on the Eastern 
Shore of Maryland, where initiatives to clean up the 
Chesapeake Bay include a push for growing natives 
and creating rain gardens, many gardeners aren’t 
aware that there’s a distinction between the two.

Lost in Translation
“Our customers don’t know the difference,” says 
Cindy King, horticulturist at Kingstown Farm Home 
and Garden in Chestertown, Md. “I try to talk with 
them about sustainable gardening, but they think if 
they buy organic products, they’ve done it.”
 The confusion is not surprising. For decades, 
“organic” loosely included a philosophy of living lightly 
on the planet. But once the term went mainstream, 
marketers began slapping it on everything from 
sodas to saunas. In creating a certification process, 
the USDA’s National Organic Program also narrowed 
the scope, so while “organic” and “sustainable” now 
overlap, “organic” has grown to be more a product-
related label and less an in-sync-with-ecology 
process. 

Water-wise
Gardeners who live in dry regions of the country, or 
who depend on shrinking aquifers, tend to have a Continued on page 11

“...humanity is now 
grappling with lifestyle 
changes and what we 
can — or are willing 
— to implement.”

in the wholesale nursery industry to reclaim and 
reuse water. But [just] because we are moving 
toward sustainable practices, doesn’t mean we go 
all-organic. We had rain every day last September 
and had to deal with a lot of fungal diseases in a 
monoculture of plugs worth thousands of dollars, so 
we need things in our toolbox that work [effectively 
and quickly].”

Do No Harm
In principle, sustainability is akin to the Hippocratic 
Oath: Abstain from doing harm. But, since we are 
not likely to go back to living in caves as hunter-
gatherers, humanity is now grappling with lifestyle 
changes and what we can — or are willing — to 
implement. 

http://www.graftedvegetables.com/
http://www.graftedvegetables.com/
http://www.gardenlife.com/
http://www.plugconnection.com/
http://loghouseplants.com/
http://loghouseplants.com/
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 “ ‘Sustainable’ encompasses a lot of things 
and depends on how far you want to take it,” says 
Donna Giguere Landscape Design in Portland, Ore., 
“reuse of materials on a site, the carbon footprint of 
materials, and of the building process.” 

Revisiting the 50-mile Rule
Some gardeners use a 50-mile radius as a rule 
of thumb, as do some locavores, a distance 
restriction that can leave kitchens without things like 
Madagascar vanilla. Others choose to do without the 
benefit of innovative pervious pavers because they 
are made halfway across the country. Nevertheless, 
the 50-mile rule, which harks back to the original 
notions of organic living, supports the local economy 
and encourages diversity, as well as more conscious 
consumption.
 It’s gaining visibility, too, through books such 
as The 50 Mile Bouquet: Seasonal Local and 
Sustainable Flowers by debra Prinzing and 
david Perry, which introduces consumers to the 
realities of “imported, mass-produced and chemical-
laden” cut bouquets.

The Trickle-down Effect
Despite the fact that many people can’t describe 
exactly what sustainable means, the term has 
grown into a watchword over the past decade. 
Landscape designer sabrena schweyer, 
Salsbury-Schweyer in Akron, Ohio, first began 
thinking about the differences between organic and 
sustainable after hearing architect and green building 
innovator William McDonough speak. “I started 
looking into larger repercussions,” Schweyer says, 
“land planning, managing water, what materials you 
consider using, or refuse to use, because of their life 
cycle and carbon footprint.”
 People who understand the distinction between 
organic and sustainable tend to seek out landscape 
designers like Sherri Osaka, owner of Sustainable 

Landscape Design in San Jose, Calif., and 
Schweyer, who is a certified permaculture consultant. 
“Some call us because they are extremely aware 
of sustainability in the big picture,” Schweyer says. 
“We’ve started to get more interest from non-
residential property owners — people who are trying 
to manage storm water, for example.”
 The U.S. Green Building Council’s Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) program 
has also helped to advance the understanding 
of sustainability, especially among government 
agencies and businesses. “I don’t know whether 
that’s filtered down to the average person,” says 
Schweyer, “but it’s made professionals more aware. 
People are still hesitant; they don’t want to fully 
embrace it until it can be proven to work, that it’s cost 
effective and is maintainable.”
 The path forward is clear: Once gardening 
experts start making explicit distinctions between 
organic and sustainable gardening, our audiences 
will be drawn along with us. 

Resources:
 
•	Bringing	Nature	Home by Douglas W. Tallamy 

(Timber Press, 2007)

Continued from page 10 •	Cradle	to	Cradle/Remaking	the	Way	We	Make	
Things by William McDonough & Michael Braungart 
(North Point Press, 2002)

•	Green	Roof	Manual by Ed Snodgrass 
•	Noah’s Garden: Restoring the Ecology of Our Own 
Backyards by Sara Bonnett Stein (Houghton Mifflin, 
1995)

•	Organic	Lawn	Care	Manual by Paul Tukey 
(storey, 2007)

•	Sustainable	Landscape	Construction:	A	Guide	to	
Green Building Outdoors by J. William Thompson 
and Kim Sorvig (Island Press, 2000)

•	The	Consumer’s	Guide	to	Effective	Environmental	
Choices: Practical Advice from the Union of 
Concerned Scientists by Michael Brower, Ph.D. and 
Warren Leon, Ph.D. (Three Rivers Press, 1999)

•	The	New	American	Landscape:	Leading	Voices	
on the Future of Sustainable Gardening, Edited by 
Thomas Christopher (Timber Press, 2011)

Nancy Taylor Robson grows vegetables, fruit, 
perennials and whatever else she can get in her hot 
little hands on two acres on the Eastern Shore of 
Maryland. Her garden articles have appeared in The 
Baltimore Sun, House Beautiful and more. She is the 
author	of	three	books.

GWA Annual Symposium Exhibit Space
There is prime exhibit space available 
at the 64th GWA Annual Symposium in 
Tucson, Ariz., Oct. 12-15. The exhibit 
provides a forum to exchange information 
between lawn & garden product 
manufacturers and North America’s 
premier garden communicators. Each 
exhibit space includes a full meeting 
registration.
 Visit the GWA website to learn more. 
For information, contact JC McGowan 
(jc@gardenwriters.org or 703.257.1032). 

http://www.amazon.com/Noahs-Garden-Restoring-Ecology-Backyards/dp/B005UVRHK0/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1328451173&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Noahs-Garden-Restoring-Ecology-Backyards/dp/B005UVRHK0/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1328451173&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Sara-Bonnett-Stein/e/B000APGKWM/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?qid=1328451173&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/J.-William-Thompson/e/B001JP410U/ref=ntt_athr_dp_pel_1
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=ntt_athr_dp_sr_2?_encoding=UTF8&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books&ie=UTF8&field-author=Kim Sorvig
mailto:jc@gardenwriters.org
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Photographers corner

Finding Your Muse
By MArk TurNer

“What are you looking for?” That’s the question 
gardeners typically ask me when I request 
permission to photograph their gardens. My usual 
answer, unless I have an assignment for something 
specific, is that I try to explore a new garden with an 
open mind, free of preconceived notions of what I 
should find there.
 That open exploration, permission granted to 
be free and creative, is what leads to interesting and 
unexpected viewpoints within the garden. I never 
know quite what to expect when I visit a new garden, 
and in my opinion, that’s a good thing.
 The freedom to explore and create does 
not mean to wander around aimlessly, snapping 
randomly and hoping something will turn out. 
Whether written down or merely a pattern of cranial 
neural impulses, I usually have some idea of how I’m 
going to approach a photographic garden visit.
 But where do the ideas come from? What 
generates the creative spark? How do I avoid 
repeating, repeating, repeating myself from garden to 
garden?
 It helps to relax and avoid over-thinking the 
image. Certainly a firm and ingrained knowledge of 
the “rules” of composition, lighting and even garden 
styles play a role. Experience makes creativity easier, 
but it can simultaneously drop you into a rut if you’re 
not careful.
 I’ll ask myself, “what would happen if ...,” and 
then try a different focal length lens, climb high or lay 
on the ground, move around to the other side of a 
bed, or shoot into the sun instead of having it to my 
side. Some of these ideas will work and others will 
fail miserably. That’s okay. I know I can edit out the 

failures before anyone else sees them.
 There’s a certain Zen-like state that I enter into 
when photographing at my best. I’m aware of my 
surroundings, but yet unaware. I have to be confident 
enough in my ability to not care that I may look silly 
while I’m working. I have to call up my inner child, 
and that’s not always easy when you’re closer to old 
age than childhood.
 Few artists are totally original. Most of us borrow 
ideas from other artists. A snippet of composition 
here, a smattering of color there, the glow of light 
playing upon a shape, a little texture, a pattern. It’s 
not stealing unless you try to copy exactly. Ideas 
can’t be copyrighted, just the execution of them.
 You’d think ideas for garden photography would 
come from other garden photographers. Yes, I 
certainly look at what my peers are doing. But I also 
look at paintings, at photographs of the landscape, 
at portraits, and at TV commercials. I’m looking at 
the play of light and shadow, of form and negative 
space, of how the choice of colors affects mood. I 
take classes and study with other artists. I spend 
time in the field with other photographers, where we 
mutually feed off each other’s energy.
 I don’t write much of this down, although some 
artists do. Mostly I try to absorb on a subconscious 
level. No, “try” isn’t the right word because that 
implies unrewarded effort. What I think I’m attempting 
to explain is internalizing concepts, experiences and 
artistic expressions so that I can call them back up 
implicitly when I’m doing the creating. Some days 
it works better than others, and when I’m trying too 
hard it doesn’t work.

Continued on page 13

gWA symposium 
Host Hotel

The Westin La Paloma Tucson

October 12-15, 2012

The Westin La Paloma Tucson
3800 e. sunrise dr.
Tucson, AZ 85718

Words fail to cap-
ture the magical 
beauty of The 
Westin La Paloma. 
Imagine yourself 
in this inspiring 
place. Envision 
yourself in the newly 
redesigned guest rooms, sinking into your 
sumptuous, exclusive Westin Heavenly bed, or 
taking in the Arizona sunset from your private 
patio. See yourself relaxing in the Lobby Bar 
during the Unwind Ritual, with panoramic 
mountain views as your backdrop. The Westin 
features guest rooms with luxurious bedding, 
Internet access (complimentary for GWA 
members) and private balconies. 
 
To make a hotel reservation at the Westin for 

the GWA Symposium call: 800.937.8461 
or book online at 

https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/

 Mention Garden Writers Association for 
discounted room rate: 

$129. USD (single/double)

https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/StarGroupsWeb/booking/reservation?id=1111102396&key=5EE06
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Photographers corner continued
Continued from page 12

(5) The sun is behind the sunflower, illuminating the veins in the 
petals. A reflector added a little light to the disk flowers in this 
70mm short telephoto composition. The distance feels more 
compressed because of the relatively shallow depth of field.

5
1

2

3

(1) High 24mm wide-angle view 
of an entryway garden. i’d 
already photographed it from 
ground level when i glanced up, 
saw the second-floor deck, and 
then asked the homeowner if I 
could go up. This view reveals 
the pattern and design in a way 
that’s very different from the 
ground-level view. 

(2) Thigh level, 24mm wide-
angle vignette under a giant 
Douglas fir. I approached close 
to the corsican Hellebore to 
make it prominent, deliberately 
filling most of the frame with 
the soft greens of the redwood 
sorrel and european Wood 
Anemone groundcovers.

(3) This ceramic 
frog was 
photographed 
with a “normal” 
50mm lens, 
nearly on the 
ground to look 
the frog in the 
eye. (4) A single 
raindrop ready 
to fall from a 
vine maple leaf, 
photographed 
with a 100mm 
macro lens. 
i explored 
many clusters of blossoms and leaves until i found one with a clean 
background and a nice pattern of positive and negative space. 

4

 My mind wanders while I’m listening to music, 
while I’m pruning my apple trees, while I’m bicycling 
down a country road at 20 mph, or while I’m washing 
the breakfast dishes. These states of daydreaming 
are where the muse arises. The trick is to capture 
what she says and put her to work the next time I’m 
behind my camera.
 Go out and play. Take your mind off the stressors 
in your life. You may be surprised where and when 
your own muse whispers in your ear.

Mark	Turner	has	been	licensing	stock	garden	
photography	to	book	and	magazine	publishers	
since 1994 from his home in Bellingham, Wash. 
He has four specialized websites, including www.
turnerphotographics.com, www.pnwflowers.com, 
and the gallery portion of www.inlandnwgardening.
com. His muse for this column appeared while he 
was washing the coffee pot.

GRO1000 Upcoming Events

The Garden Writers Asso-
ciation and Plant A Row
for the Hungry are long-
time partners of The
Scotts Miracle-Gro Com-
pany’s GRO1000 program 
that supports development 
of community gardens across the country. In 2012, 
The U.S. Conference of Mayors has joined as a 
partner.
 Each GRO1000 garden encourages the dona-
tion of produce to a local food pantry, provides fresh 
produce to local residents in need and helps educate 
the community on the nutritional, environmental and 
social benefits of gardening.
 The first 2012 event was held at the Quesada 
Gardens in San Francisco, Calif. Future planned 
events include:  
 
• Apr. 18, Baltimore, Md. - Upton Edible Garden
• Apr. 23, columbia, s.c. - Interchange 
 Beautification Project
• May 7, corpus christi, Texas - Lindale 
 Park Community Garden
• May 25, cleveland, ohio - Urban 
 Agriculture Innovation Zone Gateway Park

 GWA members will receive notification of specific 
details several weeks prior to the event. A press re-
lease and photos will be posted on the GWA website 
after each program.
 If you live in one of these areas or you write 
about “happenings” in any of these areas, please 
contact Carol Ledbetter, PAR Program Administrator 
(par@gardenwriters.org or 877.492.2727) to learn 
details.

Garden Writers Association

www.turnerphotographics.com
www.turnerphotographics.com
www.pnwflowers.com
www.inlandnwgardening.com
www.inlandnwgardening.com
mailto:par@gardenwriters.org
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reGionAl neWs & notes

region 2

region 1

Apr. 30, Barbara Paul Robinson will 
participate in a tribute to Frank Cabot at the NYBG 
entitled “Envisioning A Greater Perfection.” The event 
is co-hosted by the garden Conservancy and 
Wave Hill.
 ellen spector Platt currently has two flower 
collages on display in a group show called “BLOOM’” 
at the DownStairs Art Gallery, 1484 First Ave, New 
York, N.Y. The show runs through Apr. 30. Ellen’s 
pieces are both from her forthcoming book, Artful 
Collage from Found Materials. One is based on 
photos of the underside of waterlily leaves taken at 
the GWA symposium at Longwood gardens. 
You never know what inspiration you’ll find at a 
symposium!
 Rich Pomerantz will lead a garden 
photography workshop on photographing trees 
in New York City’s Central Park May 1 and the 
following day on the High Line. Other workshops 
include May 6 for the Massachusetts Horticultural 
Society at their Elm Bank Campus in Wellesley; a 
two and a half day workshop in Litchfield County, 
Conn. (May 17-19), and May 22 at Peony’s Envy 
Nursery in Bernardsville, N.J. June 2, he returns 
to the High Line for the New York Botanical Garden 
(NYBG) and June 12 he will teach at the Maine 
Coastal Botanic Garden in Booth Bay, Maine. June 
14, Rich will teach “Patterns and Textures in the 
Impressionist Garden” at the NYBG, a photography 
workshop in conjunction with the NYBG’s exhibit 
“Monet’s Garden” opening in May.
 charlie Nardozzi (charlienardozzi.com) will 
speak May 6 on “Edible Landscaping” at Alyson’s 
Orchard in Walpole, N.H., as a fundraiser for 

the Parks Place Community Resource Center. He 
will talk to the Rockport (Mass.) Garden Club 
May 7 on “Hardy Roses,” and May 13, he will 
speak on “Heirloom Vegetables” at Garden Day at 
the Shelburne (Vt.) Museum.
 Karen Bussolini will appear on “The Organic 
View” Internet radio show May 8; a podcast of the 
hour-long conversation on garden photography, eco-
friendly garden coaching and her latest photographic 
book, The	Naturescaping	Workbook, written by Beth 
Young, will be available at www.TheOrganicView.
com. Karen will speak on “Survival in the Darwinian 
Garden: Strategies for Planting the Fittest” at a 
fundraising luncheon for Edith Wharton’s “The 
Mount” in Lenox, Mass., June 14 and on “The 
Edible/Ornamental Garden” at the Freylinghuysen 
Arboretum in Morristown, N.J., June 16.  
 May 9, ellen Zachos will speak to the 
Bedford (N.Y.) Garden Club about Provocative 
Perennials. She will teach “Terrific Treepits” at The 
New York Botanical Garden (May 15) and “The 
Blended Garden” (May 21), the latter a class about 
edible/ornamental plants. She will also teach her 
four-week rooftop gardening course at the NYBG’s 
Manhattan campus, beginning June 6. 
 Julie Moir Messervy will speak at the 
spring workshop of the Exhibits Professional Affinity 
Group of the New England Museum Association 
(NEMA) to be held at Heritage Museums & Gardens 
in Sandwich, Mass., May 10. 
 Mike shadrack and sally Cunningham will 
be featured speakers at the 83rd National Garden 
Clubs Convention in Buffalo, N.Y. (May 15-20). 
Mike Shadrack will speak on “Secrets of Chelsea” 
— a humorous look at the amazing production of 
the Chelsea Flower Show. Sally Cunningham’s 
talk is “Lessons from Garden Walking,” based on 
the phenomenal gardens of Garden Walk Buffalo. 
Cunningham is executive director of the National 

Garden Festival in Buffalo, a five-week showcase 
for 14 garden walks and tours, eight bus tours, five 
weeks of weekday Open Gardens, and a Front Yard 
whole block makeover. 
(www.nationalgardenfestival.com)  
 Kim eierman has just been credentialed as 
the first Certified Horticulturist in New York State 
through the American Society for Horticultural 
Science. Kim specializes in eco-beneficial 
landscapes and native plants. She is an instructor 
at New York Botanical Garden and an Adjunct 
Professor at Westchester Community College’s “Go 
Native U” program at the Native Plant Center in New 
York.  

—ellen Zachos

denise schreiber will speak to the Whitehall 
Green Thumbers (Pittsburgh, Pa.) Apr. 12 on 
general gardening techniques. She will present 
an edible flowers lecture to the Bradford Master 
Gardeners Symposium (Bradford, Pa.) Apr. 14. 
Denise will give a presentation Apr. 28 to the 
McGinnis Sisters Book Lover’s Club (Monroeville, 
Pa.); at the Pittsburgh Botanic Garden’s Plant 
Sale (Greentree, Pa.) on “Who’s eating my 
garden and what do I do about it?” May 12; and 
to the Greentree Garden Club (Greentree, Pa.) 
June 14.
 Kirk Brown will present “Small Gaden Smarts” 
Apr. 14 to the Western Pennsylvania Garden 

Continued on page 15

http://charlienardozzi.com/
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and Landscape Symposium in Pittsburgh. The 
topic incorporates design with quality of life, 
sustainability and resource management. The 
following week has him appearing at the New Jersey 
Landscape Design School at Rutgers University with 
two topics:  “Sustainability and the American Dream” 
and “The Future of Landscape Design.” Kirk’s 
friend John Bartram finishes out the month with 
appearances for the Oklahoma Master Gardeners 
and the Moreland Historical Society and travels into 
May with six appearances across the Northeast.
 Chanticleer is now open Wednesdays 
through Sundays, 10:00 a.m.- 5:00 p.m., until 
nov. 4. (www.chanticleergarden.org) Dan Hinkley 
presents the Chanticleer Lecture at the Radnor 
Memorial Library Apr. 15 at 3:00 p.m., speaking on 
“The Forgotten Elements of Good Design: Texture, 
Movement and Fragrance.”
 Kim Roman will teach “Introduction to Square 
Foot Gardening” (SFG) at Anne Arundel Community 
College (Arnold, Md.) Apr. 18 & 25 from 6:30 p.m. 
- 8:30 p.m. The class will go through the history of 
SFG and teach you the 10 Basics of SFG. Kim will 
teach “Continuing Square Foot Gardening (SFG) at 
Anne Arundel Community College (Arnold, Md.) 
May 2 & 9 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. The class will 
show you how to extend your growing season, 
garden vertically, adaptive gardening for those 
with back problems or who are confined to a wheel 
chair, and more. Register for these classes at 
http://www.aacc.edu/. Kim will teach “Intro to 
Square Foot Gardening” (SFG) in Glen Burnie, Md., 
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. Class will cover the history 
and 10 Basics of SFG. Then, from 12:30 p.m. - 
2:30 p.m., she will teach “Continuing SFG” which will 
cover how to extend your growing season, garden 

vertically, adaptive gardening, and more. (Apr. 21, 
May 19 and June 16. Seating is limited — 
sign up at www.sfg4u.com.  
 stephanie Cohen will speak to The 
Federated Garden Clubs in Philadelphia Apr. 21. 
She will assist in the ribbon cutting during the Grand 
Opening of Del Vacchio Landscape and Garden 
Center in Goshenville, Pa., from 9:00 a.m. – 
5:00 p.m. Apr. 28. She will also sign books at the 
opening. Stephanie will be at Inniswood Metro Park 
in Ohio June 3. Stephanie is also the featured 
keynote speaker at the Millersville Native Plant 
Symposium June 7-9. (nancy Beaubaire will 
also speak at the symposium.) June 12, Stephanie 
will speak to the Connecticut Horticultural Society.
 nancy and Jack Carman will speak 
Apr. 30 at the Environments for Aging Conference 
at Walt Disney World in Orlando. The subject of their 
talk, “Lessons From Theme Parks — Influencing the 
Design of Senior Communities,” will focus on the 
need to apply the principals of Universal Design (UD) 
to senior retirement communities. Disney has been 
in the forefront of implementing UD for the benefits of 
their guests, especially for grandparents.    
 Judy glattstein has a few upcoming lectures. 
May 5, she will present a talk on the “Moonlight 
Garden” at Rutger’s Gardens in New Brunswick, 
N.J., another talk on “Sustainable Water Garden-
ing with Native Plants” at Mt. Cuba in Delaware 
May 19, and a program, “Beyond Tulips: Bulbs for 
the Summer Garden,” at The New York Botanical 
Garden May 29. In June, she will present two talks 
on “The Fragrant Garden”: one at the Leonard Buck 
Garden, Far Hills, N.J., June 2, and the other at 
Rutger’s Gardens, Far Hills, N.J., June 9.
 dorothy ernst will present “You Grow Girl, 
Insights into the Practice of Horticultural Therapy” 
to the Doylestown Nature Club May 14 from 

1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. (Doylestown District Center 
Library, 150 S. Pine Street, Doylestown, PA 
18901).  Attendees will experience a horticultural 
therapy session through hands-on activities.
 Andrew Bunting announced that The Scott 
Arboretum of Swarthmore College, Swarthmore, Pa. 
(http://www.scottarboretum.org/TropicalSale) will 
hold an unusual tropicals and annuals sale 
May 18-20. Plant experts will be on hand to 
answer your plant questions as well as give plant 
demonstrations to get your creative juices flowing.
 June 2 from 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m., Brookside 
Gardens is sponsoring a tour of private gardens 
in Bethesda, Md. Pre-register at www.ParkPASS.
org. Check-in location is McCrillis Gardens, 6910 
Greentree Rd., Bethesda, MD 20817. 
(www.BrooksideGardens.org)

—denise schreiber

Continued from page 14

As with many garden writers, the season has heated 
up for Region III members who have many talks 
on the dockets. The weather, too, has heated to 
an unseasonably warm, which means many of us 
who work outdoors have gotten a head start on the 
season.
 Myrene Brown will lead a wildflower walk in 
Zionsville’s Starkey Nature Park (Ind.) Apr. 17. She 
will speak about identifying wild flowers and the role 
they play in healthy habitats. 

http://www.chanticleergarden.org/
http://www.aacc.edu/
http://www.sfg4u.com/
http://www.scottarboretum.org/TropicalSale
www.ParkPASS.org
www.BrooksideGardens.org
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 In addition to putting together our Region III 
meeting for May 24, Jean starr has been busy 
preparing for a couple of talks at Taltree Arboretum & 
Gardens, Valparaiso, Ind. Apr. 21, her presentation 
is about “What’s New for 2012 — Plants and More.” 
Then, May 12, 10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m., it’s on to a 
Container Creation Workshop.
 At 2:00 p.m. Apr. 21, Jo ellen Meyers 
sharp will speak about “Spring Bulbs and Their 
Companions” as part of the Indianapolis Museum 
of Art’s Perennial Premiere weekend (http://www.
imamuseum.org/special-event/perennial-premiere). 
At the Hussey-Mayfield Memorial Public Library 
in Zionsville, Ind., she will speak about “Fabulous 
Foliage” at 7:00 p.m. Apr. 24 (http://www.zionsville.
lib.in.us/hmmpl/page/events).
 The weekend of Apr. 27-29, Sharp will 
speak on “Edible Landscapes” at Orchard in Bloom 
(orchardinbloom.org). “Vegetable Gardening 101 
and 102” will be the program she presents May 3 at 
the Spade Public Library, a Carnegie Library branch, 
which is celebrating its 100th anniversary.
 Also May 3, Jo Ellen will present “A Selection of 
Best Plants for the Midwest” at Garden Celebration 
in Franklin, Ind., an annual event sponsored by 
Johnson County Master Gardeners. May 19, Sharp 
will deliver “Where the Wild Things Are: Attracting 
Wildlife to the Garden” at the Garden Party in Fort 
Wayne, Ind., and May 20, she will talk about new 
plants at Wasson Nursery and Garden Center in 
Muncie, Ind.
 susan Martin will speak at the Grosse Pointe 
Garden Center, Grosse Pointe, Mich., at the Grosse 
Pointe War Memorial, May 12. Her topic is “A New 
Spin On Old Favorites.” The 21st annual Grosse 
Pointe Garden Tour will be held June 23-24. For 
information, call 313.881.7511, ext. 206. 

 ian Adams will 
conduct an intensive, 
two-day Digital 
Photography Workshop 
based on his new 
book, A Photographer’s 
Guide to Ohio, at The 
Holden Arboretum 
May 12-13. (http://
www.holdenarb.org/
home/documents/Flier-
holdenspringworkshop.
pdf)
  In addition, an 
exhibit of 20-30 
large-format Epson 
Ultrachrome color inkjet 
prints of some of Ian’s favorite Ohio photographs will 
be held May 5 - July 29 at the National Center 
for Nature Photography in Secor Metropark near 
Toledo, Ohio. The opening reception is May 6. 
June 10, Ian will present a slide program on “A 
Photographer’s Guide to Ohio at the Center.” (www.
naturephotocenter.com)
 Maggie Oster will give a workshop on 
growing herbs at Yew Dell Gardens in Crestwood, 
Ky., May 12 from 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
(www.yewdellgardens.org)
 Laura Kunkel of OFA is again extending an 
invitation to Region III members to attend the OFA 
Trade Show in Columbus, Ohio, July 14-17. This 
offer includes free registration for their trade show 
and general sessions, a $385 value. Come see 
what’s new in plants and more. Christine Kelleher 
will be sending full details. Pre-registration is required 
by May 25.
 Maria Zampini will give two programs — 
“The Color Purple” and “New Plants” at the joint 2012 
National Convention of The Gardeners of America 
and the Men’s Garden Clubs of America June 16 in 

Boardman, Ohio, near Youngstown.
 To celebrate Pollinator Week, Mary Pellerito 
is preparing for a workshop on “Attracting Pollina-
tors with Native Plants” at American Roots Nursery, 
Ortonville, Mich., June 16, from 10:00 a.m. – 
12:00 noon. (mary.pellerito@gmail.com)
 Two Region III members will participate in 
a garden tour this year. The Northside Master 
Gardeners will tour debbie Clark’s garden, then 
head to Jamie gibb’s for more touring and lunch.

Upcoming events:

indiana
• Apr. 28: Taltree Arboretum, Valparaiso — “Butterfly 
Gardening” class with Jane Marx (www.taltree.org)
• June 3: Indianapolis Museum of Art — A Garden 
Affair dinner and auction sponsored by the Horti-
cultural Society to support the IMA gardens and 
grounds (www.imamuseum.org)

Ohio
• Apr. 19-22: Columbus Museum of Art hosts Art in 
Bloom as 35 designers interpret masterpieces with live 
floral arrangements (www.columbusmuseum.org)
• May 1: Cincinnati Horticultural Society 
(513.677.2799) will host a garden party luncheon 
at Kenwood Country Club with guest speaker Jon 
Carloftis
• May 9-10: Franklin Park Conservatory and 
Botanical Gardens Plant Sale, Columbus 
(www.fpconservatory.org)
• May 10-12: Chadwick Arboretum’s Plant 
Sales, Auction and Garden Fling, Columbus 
(chadwickarboretum.osu.edu)
• May 18: Dawes Arboretum Plant Sales and 
Garden Fair, Newark (dawesarb.org)

—christine kelleher & Jo ellen Meyers sharp

Continued from page 16
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It’s spring, high holy days for gardeners everywhere. 
Early warmth launched the seasonal festivities 
unexpectedly early. Now members are extra busy, 
making the most of nature’s celebration.
 Barbara Freeman encourages all to check 
out the many programs available at the Coastal 
Maine Botanical Gardens, including a plant sale 
and talks Apr. 14 by ellen ecker Ogden and 
June 12 by Rich Pomernantz. 
 Barbara Wise will speak Apr. 14-15 at the 
BloomNGarden Show in Nashville, Tenn., where her 
book will debut. (BloomNGarden.com)
 debbie Robertson will be traveling with 
donna dawson (Region VII) on her Floriade 2012 
World Horticultural Expo Garden Tour, Apr. 19-27.
 Flowerwood nursery’s Encore Azalea 
inventor Buddy Lee and Southern Living Garden 
Editor Rebecca Bull Reed will speak at the 2012 
Georgia Master Gardener Conference in Canton, 
Ga., Apr. 20-21. Buddy will also speak at the 2012 
Southern Region Master Gardener Conference in 
Natchez, Miss., May 1-4.
 greg grant invites all to the Spring Plant 
Sale at the Pineywoods Native Plant Center 
of SFA Gardens at Stephen F. Austin University in 
Nacogdoches, Texas, Apr. 21. Then, May 18-19, 
he highly recommends the 6th Lone Star Regional 
Native Plant Conference featuring workshops, 
lectures and field trips. Click here for more 
information on either event.

 Apr. 21, Barry glick will present “Woodland 
Wonders From the Wild,” a look at the most 
interesting and unusual wildflowers are growing 
in our own backyards at the 15th annual Garden 
Symposium at Christopher Newport University in 
Newport News, Va.
 nan Chase will see you at The Daniel Boone 
Native Gardens, in Boone, N.C., for their 5th annual 
Early Bird Wildflower Walk & Plant Sale Apr. 28 
from 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon. This low-key event 
allows garden writers and photographers to see a 
spectacular collection of early spring ephemeral 
wildflowers at the height of their short blooming 
season. Admission is free. A portion of the sale 
of mountain grown plants will go toward garden 
operations.
 Josh Taylor will conduct a garden and flower 
photography workshop at Tony Avent’s Plant 
Delights Nursery in Raleigh, N.C., May 12 from 
8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Emphasis will be on visual 
design, close-up techniques and image enhance-
ment techniques using Photoshop/Photoshop 
Elements. Contact: Plant Delights Nursery 
(office@plantdelights.com or 919.772.4794).
 Jenks Farmer will present “Where We Were, 
Where We’re Headed” May 17 to the faculty of  
the Horticulture Department of North Carolina State 
University, Raleigh, N.C. Over the past year, he’s 
interviewed hundreds of home vegetable gardeners, 
establishing a time line and story of the history of 
home vegetable gardening. (www.jenksfarmer.com)
 May 18, Pam Beck will lecture about the 
inspirational gardens of North Carolina for the 2012 
Garden Discovery, Chapel Hill Symposium. Pam is 
also now blogging for Black	Gold®.
 Anne M. Krekelberg invites all to the 
Memphis Area Master Gardeners’ 3rd Annual 
Through Our Garden Gate Garden Tour and 
Symposium June 2, including the Plant A Row 

Organic Demonstration Vegetable Garden. 
The cost is $10. Call 901.752.1207 or visit 
www.memphisareamastergardeners.org for 
information.
 Anne K. Moore and Chef Linda Weiss have 
a new website: www.thegardenerandthechef.com 
where you will find “How to grow it, how to cook it” 
information.
 Lynn Hunt launched the The Dirt Diaries 
gardening blog (www.thedirtdiaries.com) Mar. 2. The 
site is a companion to a book she has in the works. 
In addition, The Christian Science Monitor’s Diggin’ 
It website is back in action where Lynn is The Rose 
Whisperer.
 Finally, our heartfelt sympathies go out to Tony 
Avent and the entire Plant Delights community at 
the loss of Michelle Avent. We got a sense of how 
dedicated they were to each other and to their work 
when they invited us all for breakfast during the 2009 
annual meeting in Raleigh. It’s spring and a good 
time to remember.

—Linda Askey

region 5

Kelly norris will spend the spring promoting 
his new book, A Guide to Bearded Irises, out from 
Timber Press in May. He will host a pre-launch 
reception at the American Iris Society National 
Convention in Ontario, Calif., Apr. 19. Photographs 
from the book will be featured in an educational art 
exhibit at the Greater Des Moines Botanical Garden 

http://www.mainegardens.org/
http://www.mainegardens.org/
http://BloomNGarden.com
http://georgiamastergardeners.org/conferences/gardeners-circle-of-life-spring-2012-gmga-conference
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called “Cultivating the Rainbow” through the months 
of May and June. Kelly will sign books and give 
short remarks about the project during an opening 
reception May 4 in Des Moines.
 Melinda Myers will present “Building a 
Beautiful Garden” at Pasquesi Home and Gardens in 
Lake Bluff, Ill., Apr. 21. Then, Melinda is off to K & 
W Greenery in Janesville, Wis., Apr. 28 for a “Bird 
and Butterfly Container Garden” demonstra-
tion and finishing up the month in Richmond, Va., 
Apr. 30 to present “Year Round Garden-tainment” 
at the Virginia Federation of Garden Clubs Annual 
Meeting. She will present “Landscaping with 
Wisconsin Natives” to Friends of Lac Lawrann 
Conservancy in West Bend, Wis., May 5, the “Rain 
Gardens” at the Stormwater Expo in Menomonee 
Falls, Wis., May 10, and “Celebrate Spring – Spring 
in the Garden” at the Aurora Women’s Pavillion 10th 
Anniversary Celebration at Boerner Botanical Garden 
in Hales Corner, Wis., May 12. 
 “Insect Pollinators – Beyond the Honey Bee” 
an Extraordinary Exhibit of Photographs by Bill 
Johnson will be at the Des Moines Botanical 
Center from May 1 - June 30.
 Luke Miller is writing a new gardening blog 
for Lowe’s Creative Ideas. “Reflections from the 
Garden” is a mix of philosophical and practical, 
focusing on what we can learn from Nature. 
(http://lowescreativeideas.com/Blog/Blog.aspx)
 Jim Long has 24 titles in his Great Little Herb 
books series that he is marketing to an entirely new 
audience. Focusing on the burgeoning 20-35 year-
old college students and young married people 
who are new to gardening, he has been producing 
short videos for his YouTube channel (YouTube/
longcreekherbs). Jim says, “It’s not enough to simply 
teach someone how to grow a plant, they need to 

In March, Jacqueline soule debuted her latest 
book, Butterfly	Gardening	in	Southern	Arizona, at 
the 4th Annual Tucson Festival of Books, to door-
buster sales. Jacqueline notes that most people 
said that they want a hard copy of “how to” books, 
especially regional books that work for a unique 
growing area. She adds, “Plan on coming to Tucson 
for the 64th GWA Annual Symposium Oct. 12-15, 
so you can get a feel for the town, and then consider Continued on page 19

know how to use it, too, and my books do that.” He 
has seven videos on his Channel and adding more, 
each relating to one of his books. He is also making 
his books available on Kindle, iPad and similar 
devices through Amazon. He’s reaching an entirely 
new market through these new avenues. Jim focuses 
on small, single-subject gardening books that are 
attractive to new gardeners.
 The International Herb Association has 
designated the rose as the official Herb of the Year 
for 2012. Lots of information about the Herb of the 
Year project, story ideas, recipes for media use and 
details about which roses are best for eating are 
available from these sites: the International Herb 
Association: iherb.org, the Herb Society of America: 
herbsociety.org and the Herb of the Year blog: 
herboftheyear.blogspot.com.

—Melinda Myers

coming back in March 2013 — for a booth featuring 
gardening books perhaps?”
 susan Morrison will speak on vertical 
gardening and signing books at the Ruth Bancroft 
Garden in Walnut Creek, Calif., May 22 from 
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. After the presentation at Ruth 
Bancroft, attendees will learn how to make their own 
succulent bundles with cuttings from the garden 
(www.ruthbancroftgarden.org).
 Pat Munts will teach several basic vegetable 
garden classes to new and returning community 
gardeners in the Spokane area Apr. 7 and in May. 
Pat will facilitate the development of several gardens 
in Northeast Washington and the Spokane Indian 
Reservation. She will also hook gardeners up with 
the 2nd Harvest Plant A Row for the Hungry program, 
the 2011 national program donation leader.
 Claire splan will speak at the Southern 
California Spring Garden Show in Costa Mesa 
Apr. 27 at 11:30 a.m. on “Growing Organic 
Tomatoes.” Claire will also sign copies of her new 
book, California Fruit and Vegetable Gardening, 
following the presentation. 
(http://www.springgardenshow.com/seminars)
 nita-Jo Rountree will be the monthly speaker 
for the Northwest Horticultural Society at 7:30 p.m., 
June 13, at the Center for Urban Horticulture, 
Seattle, Wash. The topic is “Hydrangeas: What, How, 
Wow!” Go beyond your grandmother’s hydrangeas 
and discover a world of exciting cultivars and 
species. Learn how to successfully care for and 
grow these showy and versatile beauties. Nita-Jo 
will review flower color, cultural requirements, bloom 
time, pruning, and will inspire you with design tips.
 Joshua siskin is in search of an account 
manager for his landscape management company. 

http://lowescreativeideas.com/Blog/Blog.aspx
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Lorraine Roberts will speak at the Bolton Horti-
cultural Society meeting Apr. 17 and the Richmond 
Hill Horticultural Society May 1. Plant Paradise 
Country Gardens™ workshops are held Saturday 
mornings beginning Apr. 14 until June 2. Special 
events at Plant Paradise Country Gardens include: 
June Blooms Garden Party June 9, with lunch, door 
prizes, musical entertainment and guest speaker, 
sonia day. (www.plantparadise.ca)
 steven Biggs has the following speaking 
engagements: “Edibles in the Urban Landscape” 
(Apr. 17) with the Ontario Historical Society at 
John McKenzie House in Toronto, ON; the 36th 
London (ON) Spring Home & Garden Show 
(Apr. 20-22), speaking on “Growing Figs and 
Growing Edibles in Small Spaces and Containers” 
(www.londonhomeandgardenshow.com); Midland 
Gardeners’ (ON) at the Gardener’s Gathering Fund-
raiser for the SPCA (May 6); “Crops that Wow” for 
Burlington Green, Centennial Hall, Central Library, 

2331 New St., Burlington, ON (May 17); “No Fuss 
Backyard Fruit” for Huntsville (ON) Horticultural So-
ciety (May 23); and “No Guff Vegetable Gardening” 
for Mount Albert Garden and Horticulture Society, 
Mount Albert, ON (June 19) and a book signing 
at Chapters Bayview Village, Bayview Village Shop-
ping Centre, 2901 Bayview Ave., Toronto, ON,  
Apr. 29. (http://www.gardencoacheschat.com/
garden-talks-2012/)
 June Flanagan will present an illustrated 
program about the native prairie plant garden she 
designed around the Galt Museum in Lethbridge, 
Alberta, at the Alberta Native Plant Council Annual 
Workshop in St. Albert, Alberta (Apr. 21) and at 
Alliance for Historic Landscape Preservation Confer-
ence in Victoria, B.C. (Apr. 25-28). She and Leslie 
Hall are teaming up to present two workshops at the 
Galt Museum in Lethbridge, Alberta — “Growing 
Native Plants” (May 3) and “Heirloom Tomatoes” 
(May 31). Join June in Medicine Hat, Alberta, 
May 14 for an edible gardening talk and book sign-
ing of her latest book Edible Plants for Prairie Gar-
dens, hosted by Medicine Hat Horticultural Society. 
 Marjorie Harris will speak Apr. 28 — St. 
Andrews-by-the-Sea, N.B., “Let’s Stop Making Ugly 
Gardens” at 7:30 p.m.; May 2, Pickering Public 
Library (905.831.6265) 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.; and 
Marjorie will also participate in The Canadian Cancer 
Society Garden Tour in Mississauga, ON, May 27 
2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
 Peter iveson is giving a walk for Toronto Field 
Naturalists on Toronto’s waterfront Gardens May 31 
at 6.45 p.m., starting at Little Norway Park beside 
the war memorial (Bathurst and Queen’s Quay 
north-west corner). The walk will end in the Music 
Garden. Peter had an article published in the Toronto 
and	Parkdale	Horticultural	Society	Newsletter on 

his recent visit to Bonnet House and Gardens in Ft. 
Lauderdale, Fl. 
 Liz Primeau and sonia day will both appear 
at Ridgeway Reads, a new festival June 1-3 in 
Ridgeway, a historic village on Lake Erie near Fort 
Erie. The festival also features a variety of other au-
thors, plus workshops, readings and a book fair. Liz 
and Sonia are part of the Sunday authors’ brunch. 

—Kathy Wood

Siskin has also written a weekly garden column for 
the Los Angeles Daily News for almost 19 years, with 
more than 900 columns published.

—Pat Munts

http://www.plantparadise.ca
www.londonhomeandgardenshow.com
http://www.gardencoacheschat.com/garden-talks-2012/
http://www.gardencoacheschat.com/garden-talks-2012/
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regional Meeting Wrap-Ups

region 1

region 5
New England Grows!
By c.L. ForNAri

Nearly 60 people attended the Region I meeting 
held at the New England Grows! trade show this 
year. Nearly half of those attendees had never been 
to a GWA meeting, so it was wonderful to show 
what we do. Thanks to the generous underwriting 
of gardener’s supply Company and Prides 
Corner Farms we were able to fly Mary-kate 
Mackey from the west coast to present our program.
 Mary-Kate got rave reviews for her explanation 
of how to write proposals. She taught attendees how 
to think about, structure and shape a pitch, no matter 
what type of project is being proposed. Beginning 
and experienced writers said that they appreciated 
her clear, uncomplicated instruction and left feeling 

empowered. 
 The day ended with everyone taking home a bag 
of sample products and plants. Thanks to all who 
helped with the swag bag and plant transport and 
organization! 

Mary-Kate Mackey speaks to the group.

Chicago Flower and 
Garden Show
By Judy NAuseeF

More than 60 members attended the GWA Region 
V meeting at the Chicago Flower & Garden Show 
on Navy Pier Mar. 10. Regional Director Amy 
Mcdowell planned a full program. 
 sue Markgraf, president of GreenMark Public 
Relations that handled PR for the show, welcomed 
us in the Press Room. Tony Abruscato, president 
of Flower Show Productions that owns the show, 
provided us with breakfast and a lovely lunch. During 
both, GWA members had the opportunity to meet 
and visit. Angela Treadwell Palmer of Plants 
Nouveau attended the meeting and brought plants 
for all of us to take home.
 The show opened at 10:00 a.m. to the general 
public, giving us nearly two hours to view and take 
photos of 26 show gardens. Mr. Abruscato wrote in 
the show guide, “At this year’s Chicago Flower & 
Garden Show, the worlds of fashion and horticulture 
collide, creating an experience that rivals the hottest 
runway show or A-list after-party.”  

 

The meeting began with a welcome from Mr. 
Abruscato. He spoke about becoming the new owner 
of the Chicago Garden & Flower Show and his plans 
and hopes for this and future years. Ms. McDowell 
thanked him for hosting the Garden Writers on the 
opening day of the show.
 GWA President debra Prinzing presented 
results from the Long-Range Plan the board has 
been working on. She spoke about the efforts made 
to develop a plan that will benefit the members. She 
described the many task forces created that will need 
volunteers.
 Mary Eysenbach, director of conservancies for 
the Chicago Park District, gave a fascinating talk 
about the hailstorm disaster June 20, 2011, that 
destroyed much of the Garfield Park Conservatory. 
She described the recovery process that included 
saving plants and replacing roofs.
 Staff from the Morton Arboretum in Lisle, Ill., 
gave a presentation on using social media, including 
examples of how the Arboretum’s Facebook page 

The garden Aprons:  Myths, Memory, Fantasy in the 
kitchen displayed 30 aprons created by members of 
Women’s Journeys in Fiber in a garden setting. The 
exquisite craftsmanship and range of colors from 
bright to dark provided an inspiring walk.

Continued on page 21
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every year and 
their generosity 
allows us have 
a great venue to 
hold our meeting 
and gives us a 
chance to explore 
the gardens 
before the show 
starts. The show 
had a great buzz 
this year with plant 
sales up 45% over last year and a promise for us all 
in an ever-growing market of GIY enthusiasm.
 Our guest speaker was the dynamic persona 
of HGTV’s “Yard Crashers” Ahmed Hassan. We 
talked a little about what makes generation X & Y 
tick and how we can write to reach that audience, 
introducing them to the world of gardening. We 
ended the evening with a panel discussion on 
reaching generation X & Y. We had a great turnout 
with gardening giants such as ed Hume of Ed 
Hume Seeds in the audience. Always great to meet 
new friends and catch up with old friends. 
 Our much appreciated sponsors; Skagit 
Gardens, Terra Nova Nurseries; iseli nursery; 
Lavender At Stonegate; and sun gro. Thank you!  
 See you next year! 

Continued from page 20

regional Meeting Wrap-Ups continued

connects with the community. The arboretum 
landscape architect, Susan Jacobson, spoke about 
contemporary landscape design.  
 The final presenter, dan Heims of Terra Nova 
Nurseries, spoke about his passion for plants. He 
talked about plant exploration and described the use 
of tissue culture.
 The Chicago Flower & Garden Show and Navy 
Pier welcomed GWA members and provided a great 
opportunity for us to meet and gather content and 
photos.

inspired by Parisian 
haute couture, 
television’s 
“Project runway” 
and the Garfield 
Park Conservancy 
Alliance’s Fleurotica 
floral fashion show, 
a fashion show in 
a spring garden 
Floriculturists Make It 
Work! combined style 
and humor. Highly 
ornamented manikins 
gazed at spectators.

region 6

YGP Show
By GiNGer AAroNs-GArrisoN

A Region VI meeting was held Feb. 17 at the Yard 
Garden & Patio (YPG) show in Portland, Ore. The 
Oregon Association of Nurseries sponsors GWA 

region 7

Continued on page 22

Canada Blooms
By kATHy Wood

It was a beautiful spring day in Toronto when 58 
garden writers from across Region VII met at Canada 
Blooms for their annual meeting Mar. 17. After a great 
lunch, sponsored by Fiskars Tools, the group was 
warmly welcomed by Gerry Ginsberg from Canada 
Blooms. Fellow garden writer and Canada Blooms 
Board member Mark Cullen had a productive 
discussion with those assembled on how to make the 
event better since this is the first year that Canada 
Blooms has co-located with the National Home 
Show. 
 Following, we heard updates on GWA events 
from Larry Hodgson and information about 
sheridan nursery’s 100th anniversary in 2013 
from Larry Sherk. Our guest speaker, Pat Crocker, 
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Larry Hodgson has been named spokesperson 
for Canada’s Garden Route, organized by the 
Canadian Garden Tourism Council with the 
support of Landscape Ontario Horticultural Trades 
Association and Canadian Nursery Landscape 
Association. Canada’s Garden Route was launched 
at Canada Blooms in March and will be actively 
promoting gardens across Canada as well as serving 
as a unique web-source for information about 
Canada’s gardens, a place where travelers eager 
for garden information could go to help plan their 
trip. Garden Writers will find it a treasure trove of 
information. (canadasgardenroute.ca)

the insider scoop

Jamie gibb was 
recently was elected to the 
board of directors of the 
Indianapolis Museum of 
Art Horticultural Society.

Kris Medic received 
the 2012 Meritorious 
Service Award from the 
Indiana Chapter of the 
International Society of 
Arboriculture. The award, 
for professionalism 
in arboriculture, was 
given at the Indiana 
Arborist Association 
Annual Conference in 
Indianapolis.

Russell studebaker reports that the Oklahoma 
Horticulture Society has presented the Russell 
Studebaker scholarship of $500 to Tulsa Community 
College horticulture student John Bowles. 

Thelma Kessel recently participated on a 
research committee identifying alternative trees for 
use in urban landscaping. To obtain a list of these 
trees, contact Thelma (info@lacewing.ca) or see her 
article in the May 2011 HortReview (industry trade 
magazine for Landscape Ontario.) 

Continued from page 21

Andrew Lohaza (the lucky winner of a reel mower from 
Fiskars Tools) and Thelma Kessel help with of Fiskars’ 
demonstration of a competitor’s tool with Fiskars 
products.

provided us with an educational lecture on how 
preserving has changed and is being embraced by a 
younger generation of gardeners. 
 The day ended with a presentation from 
Fiskars on their new tools for 2012. Our members 
went home happy, with lots of goodies supplied by 
many gardening sponsors as well as samples of 
Fiskars new tools. Our thanks to Wendy downing, 
steven Biggs, Marnie Wright and Peter Wood 
who helped with loading, unloading and bag stuffing. 
We couldn’t have done it without you! 

Celebrate our gardening heritage with � avorful, 
regional heirlooms. For detailed growing guides, 

historical information, and seed saving instructions, 
request your Free Catalog & Garden Guide.

SouthernExposure.com

organic · heirloom · non-GMO 

Southern Exposure
Seed Exchange

Come taste our heirloom tomatoes, watermelons, 
peppers, melons, and more, at the 

Heritage Harvest Festival at Monticello
Charlottesville, Virginia · September 14–15

HeritageHarvestFestival.com

Region VII members know to come prepared with bundle 
buggies to haul their sample products home.

http://www.canadasgardenroute.ca/cg/index.php/main
mailto:info@lacewing.ca
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Allied neWs

AHS Announced Award Winners
The American Horticultural Society (AHS) announced 
the annual Book Awards recognizing outstanding 
gardening books published in North America. 
Books are judged on qualities such as writing style, 
authority, originality, accuracy and design quality. This 
year’s five recipients, published in 2011, are:

•	 The	Holistic	Orchard by Michael Phillips (Chelsea 
Green Publishing)

•	 Putting	Down	Roots by Marcia C. Carmichael 
(Wisconsin Historical Society Press) 

•	 Small	Green	Roofs by Nigel Dunnett, Dusty Gedge, 
John Little & Edmund C. Snodgrass (Timber 
Press)

•	 The	Year-Round	Vegetable	Gardener by Niki 
Jabbour (storey Publishing)

The 2011 Book Award Committee was chaired by 
susan Appleget Hurst. Other committee members 
included Brandy kuhl; kathy LaLiberte, and 
W. Gary smith. These awards will be presented 
June 7 during the Great American Gardeners 
Awards Ceremony. (www.ahs.org/awards)

Bluestone Perennials Banishes 
the Use of Plastic Growing Pots

Bluestone Perennials now 
proudly offers its entire line of 
superior plants all grown in Coco 
Pots — 100% biodegradable 
containers made from coconut 
husk fibers (coir). Plants grown 
in Coco Pots have significant 
advantages over plants grown in 
traditional plastic containers. 

The eco-friendly Coco Pots are a renewable 
resource that requires little energy to make, and they 
naturally break down quickly in the soil. Coco Pots 
eliminate the waste of throwing away plastic pots and 
the hassle of recycling plastic pots. 
(www.bluestoneperennials.com)

The Garden Conservancy 
Sponsors Tribute to Frank Cabot
“Envisioning A Greater Perfection,” a Garden 
Conservancy tribute to Frank Cabot will be held 
Apr. 30, 2:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. at The New York 
Botanical Garden. The program is co-hosted by The 
New York Botanical Garden and Wave Hill. Enjoy 
an afternoon of reflections on Frank Cabot, the 
generation of passionate plantsmen and women at 
his side, and the great changes they helped usher 
in to the American garden. Wine reception to follow. 
Reservations required. RSVP: 845.265.2029, ext 20 
or rlong@gardenconservancy.org.

New Garden Minder App Guides 
You From Planting to Harvesting
Gardener’s 
Supply and Green 
Mountain Digital 
announced their new 
GardenMinder™ 
app for your smart 
mobile device 
including iPhone, 
iPad, iPod, Nook 
and Kindle Fire. 
Available now on the App store, it includes everything 
you need to start planting a vegetable garden, with 
built-in reminders and how-to’s. Carry your entire 
garden plan and an extensive vegetable gardening 
reference guide on your smart mobile device. This 
app helps both new and experienced gardeners learn 
how to plan, maintain and record the progress of their 
kitchen vegetable gardens with multiple, powerful 
features. (www.gardeners.com)

Mobilegro Portable Planters
The Mobilegro portable 
garden planters are 
beautiful metal works 
of art. These artistically 
functional gardening 
carts are designed 
for maximizing and 
transforming small spaces 
into bountiful gardens. 
Mobilegro is an on-trend 
and timely product that 
has captured the lawn 
and garden industry by storm because of its universal 
appeal to include European and Asian markets. 
Mobilegro solves a problem and fills a need. It is the 
perfect and practical gardening solution for a new 
generation. (www.Mobilegro.com)

GIE Media Launches Magazine
GIE Media has launched 
its first-ever consumer 
magazine, A Garden 
Life, as a free app for 
iPad and Android table 
platforms. Each issue 
of A Garden Life will 
explore and celebrate 
the concept of “life as a 
garden.” A Garden Life 
will also utilize the latest 
social media tools to 
stimulate active reader 
engagement with its editors and contributors. The 
premiere issue is available for download now on 
iTunes/Apple Store  or get it on the Android	Market. 
A companion website, www.agardenlife.com, will 
offer the magazine app content to consumers who do 
not yet use a tablet technology.

http://www.ahs.org/awards
www.bluestoneperennials.com
mailto:rlong@gardenconservancy.org
www.gardeners.com
www.Mobilegro.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1109591221352&s=1207&e=001ColuF-cynH2XniozANv5gVzdcKeYZxWfnqcDGU9C5Yv7N7gk-EMEwHRPODegv7jk7KoWwTr47J-h-VoxwZfNwTni26Ad_3-RiXJ0RnP1oGksdLeT1RnbOsx-BaF4z1aYHwvIDyjvICM3qjNMZ8wzsUOpnrRmD6TN6gsAfvA2eKAFngi9n-gwfw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1109591221352&s=1207&e=001ColuF-cynH0dqkdW730IASZqmoL9jDMmqCcVXhjmQUMTUyAzKvCQymjMAMz-WGbJuin6qvCz4iHHFx6WSlD_5yiJTIF0E7PKsHohPLnOMBf0-psNduroHrqsK2jNfpjenijFbd1cFFWc9OqLUGUvurq7VDRU-U7gNIKIImeLdEvTXQfc_of1nU9nXHTLJ3ivAF6rx26K1k6v2Emgnt2O66Iy39TizBH9bZSnQjIf-XhyXHgkDb5is5nn9QKic4TZa1Ela4qx9afv51fDOwXh7-SI9mluuis7vDdUUZ5GNsL7Vc1ap183Bw==
http://www.agardenlife.com
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Hot off the Press

steven Biggs 
and donna 
Balzer, no 
nonsense 
Vegetable 
gardening: 
garden Coaches 
Tell All: no guff. 
Lots of fun, St. 
Lynn’s Press, 160 pages, $19.95. Available now. 
In No Nonsence Vegetable Gardening, Balzer and 
Biggs take away the mystique surrounding vegetable 
gardening by making it as fun as possible — and 
by being candid when they disagree. Zestful, fun, 
information-packed, opinionated — even slightly 
irreverent — this graphic-novel-meets-gardening-
book empowers readers to make their own decisions 
in the vegetable garden.

Ken druse, Making 
More Plants: The 
science, Art, and 
Joy of Propagation, 
Stewart, Tabori & 
Chang, paperback, 256 
pages with 550 color 
photographs, US$27.50/
CDN$31.50. Available 
now. Ken’s top-award-
winning, best-selling 
book on every aspect of 
propagation is back in 
an affordable soft-cover 
version. Step-by-step photographs reveal his findings 
through experimenting with various techniques. 
New text has been added to this version, and the 
book also includes a guide to propagating over 700 
genera.

Ken druse (author) 
and ellen Hoverkamp 
(photography), natural 
Companions: The 
garden Lover’s guide 
to Plant Combina-
tions, Stewart, Tabori & 
Chang, hardcover, 256 
pages with 200 color 
photographs, US$40/
CDN$45. Available now. 
Ken Druse presents nearly 
200 planting combinations for U.S. gardens. He not 
only wanted to produce a book with plants that grow 
together culturally and aesthetically, and that bloom 
at the same time, but to also attract people back to 
illustrated books by employing a modern technique 
of illustration. Most of the full-page photos in the book 
were created by placing cuttings on an oversized, 
flatbed, digital scanner.

Jo Ann gardner, 
The Old-Fashioned 
Fruit garden: The 
Best Way to grow, 
Preserve, and Bake 
with small Fruit, 
Skyhorse Publishing, 192 
pages, softcover, $14.95. 
Available now. In this full 
color, updated edition of 
her first book (1989), Jo 
Ann brings what she has 
learned about small fruit 
— with a glance at tree 
and wild fruit — to a new generation of gardener/
cooks who want to grow and preserve their own 
food. Based on many decades of experience, she 
takes the reader through every step of the process 

from planting to harvesting (with a fresh look at 
new varieties), and the many ways to use fruit 
at each stage of ripeness, so nothing is wasted. 
This is a timely book, not only for its emphasis on 
environmentally sound practices, but for its wealth 
of information on old-fashioned fruits such as 
elderberries, gooseberries and currants, now on the 
upswing among home gardeners and plant breeders. 

greg grant, Texas 
Fruit & Veggie 
gardening: Plant, 
grow, and eat the 
Best edibles for 
Texas gardens, 
Cool Springs Press, 256 
pages, paperback, $19.99. 
Available now. This book 
includes more than 60 
fruits, vegetables and herbs 
suitable for the diverse 
growing conditions of 
Texas gardens. Texas Fruit & Vegetable Gardening 
addresses the climate, soil, sun, and water 
conditions that affect growing success. Each plant 
profile highlights planting, growing, watering, and 
care information. Helpful charts and graphs assist 
gardeners in knowing when to plant and harvest.

Marjorie Harris, 
Thrifty gardening, 
From the ground 
Up, House of Anansi 
Press, 272 pages, 
paperback, $15.95. 
Available now. Marjorie 
Harris offers a timely 
and entertaining guide 
for gardeners at every 
stage of life. Whether 
you’re moving into your 
first apartment or condo, 

Continued on page 25
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Hot off the Press                  continued

upgrading to a house, or downsizing to smaller 
digs, Harris shares the best tips on how to create a 
beautiful garden for any space — all on a budget. The 
sequel to her book, Thrifty: Living the Frugal Life with 
Style, The Thrifty Gardener, marries Harris’s passion 
for gardening with her thrifty lifestyle savvy so that 
everyone can create a natural oasis whatever their 
living situation is — and without breaking the bank.

Marie iannotti, The 
Beginner’s guide to 
growing Heirloom 
Vegetables: The 100 
easiest-to-grow, 
Tastiest-to-eat 
Vegetables for your 
garden, Timber Press, 
288 pages, paperback, 
$19.95. Available now. 
Marie Iannotti makes 
it simple for beginning 
gardeners to jump on the 
heirloom trend by presenting an edited list based 
on years of gardening trial and error. Plant profiles 
include color photographs, flavor notes, and growing 
tips — everything beginning gardeners need to 
successfully grow a variety of heirloom vegetables.

ellen novack 
and dan Cooper, 
gardening from 
a Hammock, self-
published, softcover, 118 
pages, $22.95. Available 
now. Gardening from a 
Hammock, a new guide 
to low-maintenance 
gardening, pulls together 
advice and tips of well-
known garden experts, 

designers and nursery owners for both new and 
experienced gardeners. This book contains 17 
chapters, each devoted to a different style of garden 
and philosophy. Top garden experts share their years 
of experience and give readers their best picks of 
low-maintenance perennials, shrubs and trees; the 
easy-care stars of the plant world. A practical addi-
tion to the book is the detailed Botanical Reference 
Guide, an illustrated 32-page chart with color photos 
and specifications for all of the selected plants, as 
well as growing conditions, size at maturity and 
how to use each plant in your garden. Also in-
cluded is an alphabetical index of plants by common 
and botanical name, plus a section on hardiness 
zones, and a metric conversion chart. 
(www.gardeningfromahammock.com)

Liz Primeau, in 
Pursuit of garlic: 
An intimate Look 
at the divinely 
Odorous Bulb, 
Greystone Books, 208 
pages, $16.95. Available 
April 10. Packed with 
fascinating facts, practical 
advice, recipes, and 
engaging personal 
stories, In Pursuit of 
Garlic is a paean to this 
spellbinding, versatile and 
tasty little vegetable. For much of the past century, 
garlic has been dismissed by many as vulgar. Today 
it is undergoing a renaissance. Not only are more 
people cooking with it, but they are also growing it 
in their backyards. And scientists are increasingly 
interested in garlic’s antibiotic, antifungal, and 
anti-parasitic qualities, as well as its potential as a 
treatment for cancer. Liz leads us on a tour of garlic’s 
role in history, art, medicine and science. 

debra Prinzing 
(author) and david e. 
Perry (photographer), 
foreword by Amy 
stewart, The 50 
Mile Bouquet: 
seasonal, Local 
and sustainable 
Flowers, St. Lynn’s 
Press, 144 pages, 
US$17.95/CDN$19.95. 
Available now. Most 
flowers on the market today are imported, mass-
produced and chemical-laden. The 50 Mile Bouquet 
introduces some of the innovative voices of the 
dynamic new Slow Flower movement: the organic 
flower farmers, the sustainably motivated floral 
designers, and the flower enthusiasts who are 
increasingly asking, where and how were my flowers 
grown, and who grew them? This visually elegant 
book takes us into the farms and design studios of 
these slow-flower folks to follow the green journey 
of the 50 mile bouquet. This is the first book to 
spotlight this major transformation in how cut flowers 
are grown, designed and consumed, which closely 
mirrors the locavore/slow food revolution in the 
culinary world.

Lorraine Roberts 
(author and photographer) 
and R.J. Roberts 
(photographer), 
A Recipe for 
Continuous Bloom, 
Plant Paradise 
Country gardens, 
317 pages, spiral bound, 
$29.95. Available now. 
A Recipe for Continuous 
Bloom was created to 
provide a starting point 
to build a backyard oasis 
of continuous bloom. Perennials that are hardy to 

Continued from page 24

Continued on page 26

www.gardeningfromahammock.com
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Barbara Wise, 
Container 
gardening for All 
seasons: enjoy 
year-Round Color 
with 101 designs, 
Cool Springs Press, 
256 pages, paperback, 
$21.99. Available now. 
Container gardening 
is the quickest and 
simplest way to 
achieve virtually instant 
results and enjoy plant 
color around your home and garden. Container 
Gardening for all Seasons helps you get started 
by featuring a detailed “recipe” for each container 
design, listing the specific ingredients you’ll need 
to create that plant combination; a full-color photo 
of each container recipe; a “plant-a-gram” for each 
container combination to simplify the process; 
seasonal recommendations for year-round container 
gardening; and sun and shade needs.

scandal and triumph — Abigail and John endured it 
all. They may have lived 200 years ago, but their love 
affair, an uncommon partnership in any time, was as 
modern as any today.

denise 
schreiber, eat 
your Roses: 
…Pansies, 
Lavender, 
and 49 Other 
delicious 
edible 
Flowers, St. 
Lynn’s Press, 
spiral bound, $17.95. Available now. This light-
hearted, full-color illustrated gift book balances edible 
flower history and lore with proper handling and 
preparation techniques, and more than 50 recipes 
(from appetizers and drinks to main dishes and 
desserts). Eat	Your	Roses shows us how to look 
beyond the veggie patch for great food ideas, and 
check out our flower beds.

Zones 3, 4, and 5 have been chosen. The plant 
choices are limitless and there will always be a new 
plant or hybrid, but Lorraine has recommended 
hardy perennials that she has grown organically 
in the display gardens at Plant Paradise Country 
Gardens. Included is information on the growing 
zone, length of bloom, height, width, light and soil. 
There are separate sun and shade sections with the 
appropriate icon for each perennial.

nancy Taylor 
Robson, A Love Like 
no Other: Abigail 
and John Adams, A 
Modern Love story, 
Head to Wind, Kindle 
edition — http://www.
amazon.com/Love-Like-
No-Other-ebook/dp/
B007HLT204/ref=sr_1_2?
ie=UTF8&qid=133181193
7&sr=8-2, $6.99. Available 
now. Passion, heartbreak, 

Hot off the Press                  continued

Continued from page 25

Sponsorship Opportunities — GWA 2012 Symposium
The GWA Annual Symposium is the perfect place to promote your products and services to the largest gathering of garden 
communication experts. Your sponsorship will give you direct contact with all of the GWA attendees through the special PR 
opportunities only available to sponsors.
 With your sponsorship you will have the opportunity to:

 • Spotlight company information/products with key media professionals in the garden industry
 • Receive company recognition in the onsite program
 • Expand business opportunities by spotlighting your company and its products during your sponsored event
 • Reserve one of a limited number of prime booth locations in the exhibit hall

More information about this year’s sponsorship opportunities can be found on the GWA website. Specific questions about 
sponsorship opportunities can be addressed to meetings@gardenwriters.org.

http://www.amazon.com/Love-Like-No-Other-ebook/dp/B007HLT204/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1331811937&sr=8-
http://www.amazon.com/Love-Like-No-Other-ebook/dp/B007HLT204/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1331811937&sr=8-
http://www.amazon.com/Love-Like-No-Other-ebook/dp/B007HLT204/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1331811937&sr=8-
http://www.amazon.com/Love-Like-No-Other-ebook/dp/B007HLT204/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1331811937&sr=8-
http://www.amazon.com/Love-Like-No-Other-ebook/dp/B007HLT204/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1331811937&sr=8-
http://www.amazon.com/Love-Like-No-Other-ebook/dp/B007HLT204/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1331811937&sr=8-
mailto:meetings@gardenwriters.org
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   Welcome to the following new members who joined the association in February and March 2012

neW MeMBers

Continued on page 28

Janet Anderson
24640 Melbourne Rd.
Strathroy, ON N7G 3H5 Canada
(O) 519.245.4039
(H) 519.245.6896
janet@caradocgreenroofs.ca

steve Bender
Southern Living
2100 Lakeshore Dr.
Birmingham, AL 35209
(O) 205.445.6350
(H) 205.540.3162
(F) 205.445.6700
steve_bender@timeinc.com
southernliving.com
grumpygardener.southernliving.com

Robert Beuerlein
Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden
2731 Newtown Rd.
Cincinnati, OH 45244
(O) 513.232.8343
(H) 513.232.8343
sbeuerlein@gmail.com

Robert Bornstein
Horticulture Therapy Consultants
1700 N Victoria Park Rd.
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33305
(O) 954.224.2656
(H) 954.537.5526
(F) 954.537.5526
rcbornstein@bellsouth.net
www.robbornstein.com
http://www.
robertstropicalparadisegarden.
blogspot.com/

Julia Breese
523 Springfield St.
Victoria, BC V9A 3Y6 Canada
(O) 250.514.6383
(H) 250.514.6383
(F) 250.514.6383
juliabreese@gmail.com

Angela Chandler
The Garden Academy
3411 Garth Rd. PMB 202
Baytown, TX 77521
(O) 713.725.5555
(H) 713.725.5555
achandler@thegardenacademy.com
thegardenacademy.com

Angela Chandler
Johnson Community College
12438 South Ortega Dr.
Olathe, KS 66062
(O) 913.220.3870
(H) 913.220.3870
andrea.e.ray@gmail.com

Lorette Cheswick
cheswick.com
93 Mine Mount Rd.
Bernardsville, NJ 07924
(O) 908.334.7963
(H) 908.766.3831
lepac@cheswick.com
www.cheswick.com
http://whatsonretlosmind.
   blogspot.com/

Kathleen Childers
Gardening How-To
12301 Whitewater Dr.
Minnetonka, MN 55343
(O) 952.988.7291
(F) 952.988.7486
kchilders@namginc.com
www.gardeningclub.com

guido Franco Clamer
Pentagono Editrice &c. Sas
Via dei Tigli 32
Arese, Italy 20020
(O) 0039 0293583150
(F) 0039 0293581681
g.clamer@clamer.it
http://www.clamerinforma.
   it/indexEn.asp
www.myflowerfinder.com

Kathleen  Connolly
Speaking of Landscapes, LLC
60 North Cove Rd.
Old Saybrook, CT 06475
(O) 860.510.2136
(H) 860.388.0710
kathy@speakingoflandscapes.com
www.PagesonPages.com
www.SpeakingofLandscapes.com

Robin Follette
165 Talmadge Rd.
Talmadge, ME 04492
(O) 207.214.8512
(H) 207.214.8512
robin@robinfollette.com
http://robinfollette.com

Jeanne Frett
Mt. Cuba Center
P.O. Box 3570
Greenville, DE 19807
(O) 302.239.4244 x 212
(F) 302.239.5366
jfrett@mtcubacenter.org
www.mtcubacenter.org

debby garman
Hort Services NW
175 NE 7th Ave.
Hillsboro, OR 97124
(O) 503.318.5227
(H) 503.640.6265
hortnw@gmail.com

Malcolm geast
Ontario Horticultural Association
10 Dustan Crescent
Toronto, ON M4J 4G5 Canada
(O) 416.429.4719
(H) 416.429.4719
malcolm@eastyork.net

Maureen gilmer
Sun Gro Horticulture Distribution
P.O. Box 891
Morongo Valley, CA 92256

(O) 760.363.1144
mogilmer@yahoo.com
www.blackgold.bz

Mary glazer
2966 SW 40th Ave.
Gainesville, FL 32608
(H) 352.870.7941
maryglazer@yahoo.com

Mary gutierrez
northwestgardennews.com
4008 37th Ave. S.
Seattle, WA 98118
(O) 206.723.0972
(H) 206.723.0972
(F) 206.723.0972
norwesgard@earthlink.net
northwestgardennews.com

susan Harrington
Labyrinth Hill
P.O. Box 448
Hansville, WA 98340
(O) 360.638.2642
(H) 360.638.2538
lavender@labyrinthhill.com
www.LabyrinthHill.com

Cherin Harris-Tuck
Master Gardeners
19 Brennan Ave.
Barrie, ON L4N 3X2 Canada
(O) 705.792.5631
(H) 705.828.2872
charristuck@yahoo.ca

nancy Heckler
P.O. Box 36
Indianola, WA 98342
(O) 360.509.3137
(H) 360.509.3137
nancyheckler@comcast.net

Patsy Bell Hobson
2700 Maria Louis Ln.
Cape Girardeau, MO 63071

(O) 573.579.9441
(H) 567.659.0326
Hobson.patsybell@gmail.com
www.patsybell.com
www.patsybell.com

Claire Jones
Claire Jones Landscapes
4 Bellclare Cir.
Sparks, MD 21152
(O) 443.927.6285
(H) 410.771.8182
jonesb1@comcast.net
clairejoneslandscapes.com
thegardendiaries.wordpress.com

Laura Jull
Dept. of Horticulture
Univ. of Wisconsin-Madison
1575 Linden Dr.
Madison, WI 53706
(O) 608.262.1450
(H) 608.852.7168 (cell)
(F) 608.262.4743
lgjull@wisc.edu
http://www.horticulture.wisc.edu/
   faculty

Joel Karsten
Karsten Publishing
1313 Willow Cir.
Roseville, MN 55113
(O) 651.636.5536
(H) 651.639.4239
joelkarsten@comcast.net
www.strawbalegardens.com

Carla Keast
Carla Keast Landscape Designs
72 Kilmer Ave.
Winnipeg, MB R3K 0C1
(O) 204.885.4020
(H) 204.885.6223
contact@carlakeast.com
carlakeast.com

diana Kirby
Diana’s Designs
11016 Swelfling Terr.
Austin, TX 78737
(O) 512.554.9701
(H) 512.301.9701
dianackirby@gmail.com

nancy Knauss
Penn State Extension
6 Widgeon Dr.
Pittsburgh, PA 15238
(O) 412.473.2540
(H) 412.767.4117
hjk12@psu.edu

Kathleen LaLiberte
Johnnie Brook Creative
2975 Hinesburg Rd
Richmond, VT 05477
(O) 802.434.4025
(H) 802.434.4025
kath.laliberte@gmail.com
www.kathlaliberte.com

Martha Mcdaniel
Mint to Grow Gardens
2717 Charter House Dr.
Abilene, TX 79606
(O) 325.668.1536
(H) 325.672.1307
mgumgu9@gmail.com

Michael McManiman
529 S. Old MIddletown Rd.
Media, PA 19063
(O) 484.433.4636
(H) 610.566.5831
Michael-Mcmaniman@comcast.
   net

http://www.clamerinforma.it/indexEn.asp
http://www.clamerinforma.it/indexEn.asp
http://www.PagesonPages.com
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Jeff McManus
Univ. of Mississippi
P.O. Box 1846
University, MS 38677
(O) 662.915.1846
(H) 662.281.8833
(F) 662.915.1827
jmcmanus@olemiss.edu
www.plantingtogrow.com

dawn Miller
1540 W. 8th St., Apt. 19
Upland, CA 91786
(O) 443.480.0688
(H) 443.480.0688
dawn@dawnmmiller.com

Corrina Murray
Plant Development Services, Inc.
17325 County Rd. 68
Loxley, AL 36551
(O) 888.922.7374
corrina@plantdevelopment.com
www.plantdevelopment.com
http://southernlivingplants.com/
in_the_garden/

Jean Murray
301 Cottage Grove Ave. SE
Cedar Rapids, IA 52403
(O) 563.370.1068
(H) 319.363.3995
drjean@drjeanmeansbusiness.
com
www.jeansgardenwalks.com

Charlie nardozzi
105 Pond Ln.
North Ferrisburgh, VT 05473
(O) 802.825.1677
(H) 802.877.2833
cnardozzi124@gmail.com
charlienardozzi.com

Jonathan nutt
TheGardenImage.com
9464 Big Lake Rd.
Lake Charles, LA 70605
(O) 337.309.8588
(H) 337.309.8588
jonathannutt@aol.com
www.thegardenimage.com

Phillip Oliver
502 S. Cedar St.
Florence, AL 35630
(O) 256.765.4559
(H) 256.760.8219
oliver@hiwaay.net
www.phillipoliver.net
http://phillipoliver.blogspot.com/

Kathye Petrie
Handmade Gardens
P.O. Box 7
Swarthmore, PA 19081
(O) 610.761.7952
(H) 610.761.7952
kpwriting@comcast.net
http://www.kathyefetskopetrie.com

Michael Petrie
Handmade Gardens
P.O. Box 7
Swarthmore, PA 19081
(O) 610.505.8262
(H) 610.505.8262
verus@comcast.net

Michelle Potter
23 Birney Ct.
Fredericksburg, VA 22405
(O) 301.704.0360
(H) 540.368.1032
mapotter1@aol.com
www.thesagebutterfly.blogspot.com

daryl Pulis
Mrs.GreenThumb
110 Brandywine Cir.
Alpharetta, GA 30004
(O) 770.475.2493
(H) 770.475.2493
DarylPulis@gmail.com
MrsGreenThumb.com

Louis Raymond
Louis Loves Gardening, Ltd.
P.O. 131, 495 Main St.
Hopkinton, RI 02833
(O) 401.413.0044
(H) 401.377.1093
Louis@RGardening.com
www.RGardening.com
www.LouisThePlantGeek.com

Lorraine Roberts
Plant Paradise Country Gardens
16258 Humber Station Rd.
Caledon, ON L7E 0Y9 Canada
(O) 905.880.9090
(H) 905.880.9090
lorraine@plantparadise.ca
www.plantparadise.ca

Kimberly (Kim) Roman
19 Harvard Rd.
Glen Burnie, MD 21060
(O) 443.995.1288
(H) 410.768.1390
sfgkimroman@yahoo.com
sfg4u.com
glenburnie.patch.com/

Lucinda Rooney
Lucinda Rooney, LLC
P.O. Box 307
Middlebury, VT 05753
(O) 802.238.6406
(H) 802.545.2562
lrooney@gmavt.net
www.lucindarooney.com

Chris sabbarese
Corona
22440 Temescal Canyon Rd.
Corona, CA 92883
(O) 951.280.2016
 (F) 951.737.8657
Chris.Sabbarese@corona.bellota.
   com

Carolyn schaffer
Metropolitan Water District of So. 
Cal.
P.O. Box 54153
Los Angeles, CA 90054-0153
(O) 213.217.6244
cschaffer@mwdh2o.com

elizabeth  sellors
Manitoba Master Gardeners Assn.
327 Balfour Ave.
Winnipeg, MB R3L 1N9 Canada
(O) 204.942.0981
(H) 204.452.6569
lsellors@numberten.com

Roberta simpson-dolbeare
Brookside Marketing
RR 1, Box 47B
Nebo, IL 62355
(O) 217.734.9365
(H) 217.734.9365
(F) Same (Phone first)
brooksid@adams.net
buyamericanmadefirst.blogspot.
com

Peggy st. Clair
peggystclair.com
5806 McCray Ct.
Cincinnati, OH 45224
(O) 513.542.2458
(H) 513.542.2458
pgstclair@fuse.net
peggystclair.com

Adrienne stalek
407 Randall Rd.
Wyncote, PA 19095
(O) 215.572.9252
(H) 215.572.9252
acstalek@verizon.net

Adam Voiland
811 E St. SE
Washington, DC 20003
(O) 617.833.9435
(H) 617.833.9435
adam.voiland@gmail.com
adamvoiland.com/

Mary Wilhite
13154 FM 279
Chandler, TX 75758
(O) 903.852.3897
(H) 903.852.3294
(F) 903.852.7300
mwilhite@embarqmail.com
www.bluemoongardens.com
www.gardensofedom.blogspot.
com

Louise Wrinkle
2 Beechwood Rd.
Birmingham, AL 35213
(O) 205.871.6767
(H) 205.871.6767
lwrinkle@me.com

Cathy young
16153 Forest Lake Dr.
Northville, MI 48168
(O) 734.420.0185
(H) 734.420.0185
cyoung1@ameritech.net

ALLied MeMBeRs

emma Kelly
Clarington Forge, UsA
146 Brookline Blvd. 
Havertown, PA 19083
(O) 610.624.1780
(H) 610.624.1780
emma@claringtonforge.com
www.claringtonforge.com
www.claringtonforge.com/blog

Astrid Lindo
The Living seed Company
P.O. Box 272
San Geronimo, CA 94963
(O) 415.662.6855
(H) 415.663.6855
astrid@livingseedcompany.com

sally Ferguson
Longfield Gardens LLC
427 Old Otis Rd.
Danby, VT 05739

neW MeMBers continued
(O) 802.293.2800
sferguson@fcpr.com
www.longfield-gardens.com

Brenda  Luckhardt
sheridan nurseries
12302 10th Line
Georgetown, ON L7G 4S7 
Canada
(O) 905.873.0522
(H) 647.248.2265
(F) 905.873.2478
b2b@sheridannurseries.com
www.sheridannurseries.com

Cathryn Zommer
sow True seed
146 Church St.
Asheville, NC 28801
(O) 828.254.0708
(H) 828.254.0708
cathryn@sowtrue.com

Jeanette McCall
West Coast seeds
3925 64th St.
Delta, BC V4K 3N2 Canada
(O) 604.952.8820
(H) 778.896.7588
jmccall@westcoastseeds.com
www.westcoastseeds.com

Stay informed on all the latest 
in the Association. 

Join GWA on 
Facebook: Garden Writers Association

and
Twitter: @GardenWriters

Continued from page 27

http://www.longfield-gardens.com
http://www.sheridannurseries.com
mailto:cathryn@sowtrue.com
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dates & events

APRIL 5 – OCTOBER 7
Floriade 2012, World Horticultural Expo, Venlo, The 
Netherlands — once every 10 years. Theme: “Be 
part of the theatre in nature, get closer to the quality 
of life”. Five theme worlds; gardens and pavilions 
with approximately 100 exhibitors 
(www.floriade.com)

APRIL 13-14
American Horticultural Society’s Great Gardens and 
Landscaping Symposium, Manchester, Vt. (ahs.org)

MAy 3-5
Herb Society of America Educational Conference 
& Annual Meeting, Hyatt Regency Austin, Austin, 
Texas. The always popular Festival of Flavor and 
Fragrance will be back again. (herbsociety.org)

MAy 11
Smithsonian Garden Fest/National Public Gardens 
Day, Washington, D.C. (ahs.org)

MAy 22-26
RHS Chelsea Flower Show, Royal Hospital Chelsea, 
London, United Kingdom New for 2012 are the Fresh 
Gardens and Tradestands — a whole new zone at 
Chelsea where you’ll see the very latest in garden 
technology and innovation. (www.rhs.org.uk/Shows-
Events/RHS-Chelsea-Flower-Show/2012)

JunE 22-24
17th Annual Newport Flower Show, Rosecliff, 
Newport, R.I. The show theme is “Salsa — A 

Celebration of Latin Cultures.” Bartlett Tree Experts 
returns for its tenth year as presenting sponsor of the 
show. Proceeds benefit The Preservation Society of 
Newport County. (www.NewportFlowerShow.org or 
call 401.847.1000)

JunE 25-28
Garden Centers of America Summer Tour, 
Detroit, Mich. Tour stops include: Bordine’s, 
Farmer John’s Greenhouse, Deneweth’s Garsen 
Center, Begick Nursery & Garden Center, English 
Gardens, Bronner’s Christmas Wonderland and 
Ray Wiegands Nursery & Garden Center (www.
gardencentersofamerica.org)

JuLy 4-10
30th Perennial Plant Symposium, Boston Park 
Plaza Hotel, Boston, Mass. The conference includes 
optional tours before and after the symposium, trips 
to public and private gardens, a trade show, and 
retail, grower, or landscape professional talks and 
tours. (http://www.perennialplant.org)

JuLy 14-17
OFA Short Course, Greater Columbus Convention 
Center, Columbus, Ohio. Keynote presentation by 
Joe Lamp’l (ofashortcourse.org)

JuLy 19-21
National Children & Youth Garden Symposium, 
headquartered at the University of Maryland, College 
Park, Md. Celebrating 20 years of promoting garden-
based teaching and learning.(ahs.org)

JuLy 31-AugusT 2
Penn Atlantic Nursery Trade Show, Greater 
Philadelphia Expo Center, Oaks, Penn. 
(www.pantshow.com)

AugusT 23-25
Farwest Show, Oregon Convention Center, Portland, 
Ore. (www.farwestshow.com)

sEPTEMBER 19-20
CanWest Hort Show, Vancouver Convention and 
Exhibition Centre, Vancouver, B.C., Canada 
(www.canwesthortshow.com)

OCTOBER 10-13
Communities in Bloom National Awards and 
Symposium, Edmonton, Alta., Canada
 (http://www.cib2012.com/)

OCTOBER 12-15
GWA Annual Symposium, Westin La Paloma Resort, 
Tucson, Ariz. Theme: “Gardening in Tucson for 4,000 
Years” (www.gardenwriters.org)

OCTOBER 25-26
Green Industry and Equipment Expo + Hardscape 
Expo, Kentucky Exposition Center, Louisville, Ky. 
(www.gie-expo.com)

nOvEMBER 15-16
Green Industry Show and Conference, Edmonton 
EXPO Centre (Northlands), Edmonton, Alta. 
(www.greenindustryshow.com)
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