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GWA Media Awards
The winners of the
GWA Garden Media
Award Silver Awards of
Achievement have been
selected. The judging
teams chose the “best”
communications entries
from the more than 170
submissions to the media
awards program. These
awards will be presented
during the GWA Annual Awards Banquet Aug. 29
in Indianapolis, Ind. And, the Gold Media Awards
of Achievement, chosen from the Silver Awards of
Achievement, will be revealed.
Individual or collective achievement was awarded
to 30 pieces of work published in 2010. Working in
category teams (writing, photography, etc.), judges
reviewed every entry based upon an objective point
system evaluating information accuracy, content,
organization, style and originality. Entries placing in
the top 10% of this noncompetitive scoring receive the
Silver Award of Achievement and become finalists for
a Gold Award.
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Silver Awards of Achievement
WRITING
Writing – Magazine
Gene Bussell, “The Trinket Garden”, Southern Living
Sarah Chase Shaw, “The Art of Autumn”,
Garden Design

Writing - Newspaper
Mariana Greene, “Gilding the Lilium”,
Dallas Morning News
Abbie Zabar, “A Vine in the Sky”, The Forward

Writing - Book
Steve Bates, The Seeds of Spring: Lessons
from the Garden, Breaking Ground Books

Jeff Lowenfels, Teaming with Microbes
(Revised Edition), Timber Press
Janet Marinelli, The Climate Conscious
Gardener, Brooklyn Botanic Garden
Writing - Newsletter/Bulletin/Brochure
Elizabeth Peters, “Native Bees: Observing and

Preserving Native Pollinators in Urban Gardens”, Brooklyn
Botanic Garden

Writing - Electronic Media
Irvin Etienne, “Indianapolis Museum of Art Blog”,

Indianapolis Museum of Art
Theresa Loe, “Growing a Greener World”,
Joe Gardener Media/PBS
Continued on page 2
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Silver Awards of Achievement cont.
PHOTOGRAPHY
Photography - Magazine
Rob Cardillo, “Fabulous Fuschias”, Country Gardens
Photography - Book
Vaughn Sills, Places for the Spirit: Traditional African
American Gardens, Trinity University Press

Photography – Technical Book
Rob Cardillo, The Encyclopedia of Container Plants,
Timber Press

Photography - Cover
Roger Foley, “Full Bloom”, Virginia Living magazine
Photography – Electronic Media
Rob Cardillo, www.RobCardillo.com

ILLUSTRATION

OVERALL PRODUCT
Overall Product – Magazine:
		
Under 100,000
GreenPrints, Inc., GreenPrints: Spring 2010
Overall Product – Magazine:
			
Over 100,000
Rodale Inc., Organic Gardening: December/January 2010
Overall Product – Newspaper
Star Tribune, “Home & Garden”
Overall Product - Book
Trinity University Press, Places for the Spirit:
Traditional African American Gardens

Overall Product - Electronic Media
The joe gardener Media Network,
Growing a Greener World

Illustration - Book
Clyde Phillip Wachsberger, Into the Garden with

TRADE

Charles, self-published

GRAPHIC DESIGN
Graphic Design - Book
Jane Jeszeck, The Revolutionary Yardscape, Timber
Press

Graphic Design – Cover
Gavin Robinson, Organic Gardening: June/July 2010,
Rodale Inc.

ON-AIR TALENT
On-Air Talent - Radio
Doug Oster & Jessica Walliser, The Organic

Trade - Newsletter
Seed Savers Exchange, “Seeds Savers Exchange
2010 Summer Edition”

Trade - Catalog
Seed Savers Exchange, “Seeds Savers Exchange
Catalog of Heirloom Seeds, Books and Gifts”

Trade – Print Column
Mt. Cuba Center, “The Drought’s Lesson”
Trade – Special Projects
The Arnold Arboretum, Arnoldia, Vol. 68, No. 2

Gardeners, KDKA Radio

On-Air Talent - Television
Doug Oster, Digging with Doug, The Pittsburgh PostGazette

Trade – Calendar
Seed Savers Exchange, “Seed Savers Exchange
2011 Calendar”

GWA Media
Awards Judges
Beth Botts, Awards Chair, is a freelance garden
writer, editor and speaker and a communications
consultant in Chicago. She is a senior editor at
Chicagoland Gardening magazine and was on staff
for more than 20 years as editor and garden writer
at the Chicago Tribune. She has won several GWA
awards.
Linda Krohne Nitchman, Awards Co-Chair, is a
freelance writer, editor, photographer, speaker, and
marketing communications consultant. She holds
a B.A. in mass communications and has earned
numerous awards for journalistic excellence over her
35-year career. Linda is currently serving her second
term as a GWA Region V Director.
William Aldrich was a photo editor at the Chicago
Tribune for more than 25 years of his 32-year career
at the paper. He was named a GWA Fellow in 2007.
He founded Chicagoland Gardening magazine where
he was editor, then publisher, during his 15 years of
ownership.
Jenny Andrews served as Features and Executive
Editor for Garden Design magazine for six years,
where her writing garnered two Silver Awards
from GWA. She has degrees in both English and
Horticulture.
Karen Bussolini, garden photographer, writer,
lecturer and eco-friendly garden coach has five
books to her credit and a sixth on the way. She has
won three GWA awards.
Jeff Cox is the author of 19 books, 14 of them on
gardening. He’s been the host of Your Organic
Garden on PBS and Grow It! on HGTV.
Continued on page 3
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Nancy Szerlag is a freelance garden writer and
weekly columnist in the Detroit News. She is the
author of two best selling books. Nancy is a Master
Gardener and Master Composter and spent four
years producing and hosting weekly gardening spots
for the local NBC affiliate in Detroit.
Anne Marie Van Nest is a past president of
GWA. Currently, book editor and manager of book
production for Acres U.S.A., Anne Marie is also
associate editor for Acres U.S.A., the magazine.
Previously, she was a weekly garden columnist for
The St. Catharines Standard newspaper. Anne is a
garden blogger online at www.laptopgardener.com.
The GWA Media Awards judges reviewed awards entries in
April. Back Row: Bill Aldrich, Jenny Andrews, Nancy Szerlag,
Linda Nitchman, Helen Yoest, Anne Marie Van Nest; Front
Row: Bill Harvey, Karen Bussolini, Beth Botts, Lyn Severance,
Deb Wiley.

Maree Gaetani’s father and grandfather inducted
her into gardening – and cooking – at an early age.
At Gardener’s Supply, she has initiated a national
Garden Crusader grant program and a number of
regional good works programs, including the Green
Lawn Coalition and Random Acts of Gardening.
Bill Harvey is co-owner of Harvey|Severance, a
Burlington, Vt., based boutique marketing firm. They
orchestrate highly integrated design solutions for
brands, including identity, packaging, advertising and
web design.
Carole Ottesen has been writing garden related
articles and books since the 1980s. She is currently
working freelance, gardening in Maryland and on the
sea in Cape Breton, Canada. Her specialties include
native plants, medicinals, moss and perennials.
Lyn Severance, a communication design graduate
of Parsons School of Design, also has more than 30
years of experience as a graphic designer, illustrator
and creative director. During her 18-year tenure with
Ben & Jerry’s, she was part of the team bringing the
company from its launch into adulthood.

Deb Wiley is an award winning, consumerfocused writer, editor and creative project manager
with magazine, newspaper and public speaking
experience. In 2008, she established a freelance
writing and editing business for magazines
and horticulture industry clients, plus project
management, photography, art direction and
speaking.
Helen Yoest is a garden writer through her business,
Gardening With Confidence™. Helen is a field editor
for Better Homes and Gardens and columnist for
Country Garden. Helen serves on the JC Raulston
Arboretum’s board.

P
ublicize Your Work at the 2011 GWA Symposium
The GWA book fair is an opportunity for members to display their works to other members for book and
product reviews. Each participating author who registers is entitled to one-half of a 3’ x 6’ table space to display
his/her work. The registration fee is only $25* to cover the table setup. The book fair will be open during all
exhibit hours. Space is limited, so book fair participants will be accepted on a first-come, first-served basis.

Book Fair Space Reservation Form

Submission Deadline: Aug. 12, 2011

r I wish to reserve one-half of a 3’ x 6’ table for the 2010 Book Fair at the 62nd GWA Annual Symposium on
Aug. 26-27, at the Hyatt Downtown Indianapolis, Indiana.
Name: __________________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________________
City: _________________________ State/Province: ____________________ Zip: _________ Country: ______________
Telephone: ( )____________________________ E-mail: ________________________________

r VISA
r AmEx		
Amount: $25
Check enclosed or credit card payment: r MC
Card # ____________________________________ Expiration Date: __________ Signature: ______________________
Please Note: Authors participating in the book fair must be GWA members and will be individually responsible for
the transportation, setup, removal and return of their books. Book fair materials should not be left unattended
at any time during the exhibit and should be removed from the exhibit area at the close of the exhibit on
Aug. 27.

To reserve a Book Fair space, complete and return the reservation form to:
GWA Book Fair, 10210 Leatherleaf Ct., Manassas, VA 20111 or fax to 703.257.0213
*Extra charge for Internet and/or electrical hook-ups not included in this fee.
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President’s Message
It is a great time to be a
member of the Garden
Writers Association. The
organization is adding
new benefits for members
at a rapid pace. The GWA
Board of Directors is
pleased and proud to see
these new programs and
options that are the result
of diligent and dedicated
work by many people who
have been involved in
these projects.
The new GWA Classroom Podcast series is
available at the GWA website and currently has four
episodes for you – Online Copyright and You, DIY
Digital Publishing, Garden2Blog Event, and Blogging
and the Keukenhof – with additional episodes to
be available soon. And, a series of Social and
Internet Media Training Guides, presented
as “papers” under the Publications sub-menu of the
members’ area of the GWA website, are yet another
resource for your career development. Please take
advantage of these informative and innovative
resources that GWA is adding to member benefits.
GWA News Clippings, a weekly
e-newsletter, is designed to keep you informed with
myriad bits of information about the communications
industry. This member benefit allows you to stay
current on the latest information from the industry in a
convenient presentation and I hope you are finding it
informative and helpful.
The GWA Media Awards judging has been
completed and the Silver Awards of Achievement
winners are listed starting on page 1; the GWA Gold
Awards of Achievement will be announced at the
symposium banquet in Indianapolis. A huge thankyou to the judges and congratulations to the Silver
Award winners!
The GWA Membership Directory has, until
now, been a hard copy document that is mailed to
all members. For the first time members have the

opportunity to opt out of the hard copy directory, an
option that the GWA Board of Directors felt essential
to showing our commitment to sustainability.
Speaking of sustainability, don’t miss the article
“GWA Endorses Sustainable Practices” by Lois J.
de Vries on page 10 as the topic of sustainability is
explored.
It is just a few months until the GWA 63rd
Annual Symposium in Indianapolis,
Aug. 26 – 29. By now, you should have received
the program brochure and I hope that you are as
pleased as am I about the entire program for this
symposium. Some of the highlights include the
keynote presentation by Stephen Orr, the educational
sessions, story tours, garden products exhibit, postsymposium tours and the pre-symposium workshop
– “Telling Stories from the Garden: the Power of
Narrative” presented by Irene Virag and Harvey
Aronson.
And, don’t forget to enter the GWA Foundation’s fundraiser for a chance to win a Canon
camera, sponsored by Davey Tree Expert
Company, or an iPad…you can do this online at
www.gardenwriters.org or purchase your tickets at
the symposium. You don’t need to be present to win.
Please note that your hotel reservation at the
Hyatt Regency Indianapolis must be made by
Aug. 3. It is also important for you to know that
wired Internet connection is complimentary for
GWA members. Because of our contract with the
Hyatt, this is the type of complimentary Internet
connection that is available this year. The hotel
contracts are negotiated two to three years before
the symposium is held and this was the only option
available when the contract was signed.
So, GWA has a lot for you as a member. I hope
you will take advantage of these opportunities to add
to your knowledge and further your career…I know I
will.

Janel Leatherman
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Working The Web

2010-11 GWA
Board of Directors

EBook Publishing: A Creative Perspective

Officers
President	

Secretary

Janel Leatherman
Zinnia Productions

Kirk Brown
Joanne Kostecky
Garden Design

Vice President

By Ann McCormick
Everywhere you turn in the world of garden
communicators eBooks are a hot topic. This
emerging medium carries with it the promise of new
opportunities and new headaches. Now publishing,
sales, storage and reading can all be accomplished
without the printed page. Will that affect the creative
process?

Formatting Issues

EBooks have taken off on the wings of fiction –
romance, mystery, suspense – all of which require
minimal formatting and no illustration. Garden books
are another matter. There are precious few books
on gardening that will succeed without graphics,
illustrations and pictures. This is where things get
difficult for the digital book creator.
Traditional hard copy garden publishing involves
creating a fixed format for each page. Text and
illustrations are often linked. Once you connect this
paragraph with that photograph it stays connected.
When the book finally goes to print, the format
becomes “cast in concrete.” All that can change when
you publish an eBook.
Today’s eBooks are expected to be fluid in
format. Instead of fitting the hard copy page size to
appropriate dimensions for viewing, eBooks present
a fixed size viewing screen and expect the eBook’s
text and graphics to “go with the flow.” Faced with
these formatting challenges, the creator has two
choices. Pages can have either a fluid format (like
HTML web pages) or a rigid construct (PDF images).
First, and probably the best, choice is to use

HTML, the language of web pages, to create a
flexible format that also allows graphics to be linked
to specific text. Anyone who has owned or helped
build a website is familiar with the flexibility of this
format. Change the browser window size and
graphics and text shift automatically. This format
is also reader friendly in that it can accommodate
alternate font sizes, a feature included with most
eReaders.
Second choice is to build an eBook using PDF,
a format some regard as prone to content theft. This
gives you fixed format, page by page. The reader
must be able to expand or shrink the page. Most
devices will display PDF pages initially in a “shrink to
fit” view that is usually unreadable. The reader must
expand the page and scroll around to see the page.
The PDF format also provides no ability to handle
alternate font sizes. PDF-formatted pages also seem
a bit clunky on the eReaders.
If the idea of using HTML or PDF to create an
eBook sounds daunting, don’t despair. Many eBook
publishers accept input in WORD format and convert
it to whatever eReader-friendly format you want.
For garden communicators, eBook illustrations
promise to be a headache. Graphics can (and will)
be shrunk, expanded, switched to black and white,
and floated around a variably formatted text. Making
it look good in one size won’t be good enough. The
reader may want to zoom in on a detail only to find
that the enlarged image is too pixilated to be useful.
If you have a three-color graphic instruction will it still
be readable in black and white?

Debra Prinzing
Freelance
Treasurer	

Larry Hodgson
HortiCom, Inc.

Past President

Anne Marie Van Nest
Freelance

Directors
Region I

Ellen Zachos (2013 N)
Acme Plant Stuff
C.L. Fornari (2011 R)
The Garden Lady
Sabine Stezenbach (2012 R) 		
Freelance

Region V

Melinda Myers (2013 N)
Freelance
Linda Nitchman (2012 R)
Freelance
Amy McDowell (2011 R)
Freelance

Region II

Steve Maurer (2011 N)
Nemours Museum
& Gardens		
Dan Benarcik (2012 R)
Chanticleer Foundation
Kathy Jentz (2011 R)
Washington Gardener

Region VI

Keith Muraoka (2011 N)
Syndicated Columnist
Pat Munts (2012 R)
Spokesman Review
Nan Sterman (2011 R)
Plant Soup, Inc.

Region III

Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp (2013 N)
Write for You!
Christine Kelleher (2012 R)
Aris Horticultural Services
Susan Trusty (2011 R)
The Trusty Gardener
Region IV

Linda Askey (2012 N)
New Leaves
Carol Brouwer (2012 R)
Freelance
Becky Heath (2011 R)
Brent & Becky’s Bulbs

Region VII

Veronica Sliva (2012 N)
Sliva Communications
Donna Dawson (2011 R)
www.ICanGarden.com
Kathy Wood (2012 R)
Beyond the Garden Gate

N = National Director
R = Regional Director

Continued on page 6
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Working The Web cont.
Continued from page 5

The Publisher/eReader Link

Once an author has the content gathered, it’s time
to transform those pieces into a cohesive eBook.
Most authors really don’t want to think about font
size, layout and graphic resolution. This is why many
ePublishers provide a range of publishing options –
from full service to minimal assistance. Before you
start, read the terms carefully to see what they will –
and won’t – be doing.
Deciding which eReader to target helps to
determine an optimal eBook format and which
publishers to consider. By one count, there are 19
eBook formats out there. Some are common file
formats we all use on our personal computers —
.rtf, .txt, .zip, and .pdf. Others are customized for
eReaders such as Kindle (.azw), eReader (.pdb), and
ePub (.epub).
The eBook flexible format works reasonably
well on most eReaders that have a screen about
the size of a trade paperback. Another challenge
comes when readers want eBook content on their
PDA or smartphone. These handheld devices don’t
lend themselves well to long reads. In fact, people
generally use them “in short spurts throughout
the day…the information gathering equivalent of
snacking.” The small size of the screen will force the
creator to rethink how information is organized. An

eBook written for this market should keep everything
bite-sized.

A Digital Audience

The audience for garden eBooks is likely to be
younger and certainly will be techno-savvy and
open to new ideas. These readers will be receptive
to features not possible in hard copy. Web links can
be clickable, allowing the reader to get the latest
information or to purchase an additional product.
Videos can be embedded showing techniques hard
to describe in words. Readers will be more plugged
in to social media and will want to be able to share
excerpts via Facebook and Twitter. They will also
demand the ability to write comments in the margin
or flag a paragraph in the same manner they would
with a Post-It flag.

What Hasn’t Changed

Don’t let all this talk about format and flexibility
overshadow the importance of quality content.
Interesting topics, quality writing and outstanding
photos and graphics will still be the elements that
make a best seller.
Before you dive in, talk with fellow authors
about their experiences. Find a blog or two about
ePublishing and listen in. Borrow an eReader and

Custom Country Dream Home
Upgraded with luxury amenities. Beautifully
landscaped 1/2-acre gardens designed and
maintained by master gardener. 90 minutes from
NYC; deeded access to crystal-clear Lake Valhalla.
Visit lakehouse.com ad #228606
(845.265.2795; valhallagem@cox.net)
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see how garden books look on the display.
There’s a lot more that could be said about the
creative side of eBook publishing. In fact, I found that
writing about this is like a skeet shoot – something is
always moving. The eReader configuration is still in a
state of flux. At the recent TH(ink) E-Reading Summit
over 80 new reading tablets were featured. Despite
this fluid environment, I feel confident that eBook
publishing is a worthwhile venture. It may be
a bumpy ride for now, but the opportunity to capture
the younger reader will make it all worthwhile in the
long run.
Note: The next issue of Quill & Trowel will contain
“EBook Publishing: A Business Perspective” where
Ann will explore the questions of pricing, royalties,
and marketing strategies.

Helping Us Grow
One New Member
Clint Albin
John Bagnasco
Liz Ball
Cathy Wilkinson Barash
Dan Benarcik
Georgene Bramlage
Dan Clost
Stephanie Cohen
Sharon Collman
Rosalind Creasy
Gloria Day
Dorothy Dobbie
Rosemary Dobson
Cheryl Dorschner
David Ellis
Theresa Forte
Carol Gardner
Deborah Patton
Katie Elzer-Peters
Karolyn Fournier
Robin Haglund

Dawn Hummel
Randy Hunter
Jeff Lowenfels
Ed Lyons
John Markowski
Adriana Martinez
Carol Michel
Jennifer Nelis
Viveka Neveln
Diane Ott Whealy
Debra Prinzing
Carol Reese
Bruce Riggs
Ron Rossini
Jo Ellen Sharp
Veronica Sliva
Amy Stewart
Nancy Szerlag
Steve Trusty
Jean Ann Van Krevelen
Deb Wiley
Betsy Williams
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expand their options. Support for News Clippings
has been tremendous in its first five issues, and we
look forward to expanding this program.

Executive Director’s Report
Symposium: The 63rd

GWA Annual Symposium
start date of Aug. 26 is
rapidly approaching. Early
registration discounts end
July 1; so, be sure you
register now at the lowest
cost. For program, tour and
other meeting information,
visit the GWA website.
And, don’t forget to check
out our sponsor page. Symposium sponsors help
expand our event while keeping member costs as
low as possible.
As in past years, the symposium registration
form asks members to reserve participation at
specific events in order to help us plan for meal
functions and other activities. In recent years, many
members have opted to preserve all their options
by checking every event, even if they may not plan
to attend a particular function. The result has been
attrition rates of as much as 40%-50% at some meal
functions, and that results in a significant waste of
food. If you are not really a 6:00 a.m. breakfast eater
or would be happier with a cup of coffee than a full,
plated breakfast, please help us conserve resources
and be more sustainable by NOT checking events
you don’t truly plan to attend. Your help in controlling
waste and costs will be greatly appreciated.

Writers Workshop: We have a great presymposium opportunity for members wishing to
improve their communications skills this year. Pulitzer
Prize winning author Irene Virag and award
winning writer and editor Harvey Aronson will present
a tutorial on Telling Stories From The Garden: The
Power of Narrative. The program starts on Thursday
afternoon, Aug. 25, and ends Friday, Aug. 26, at
12:00 noon. The program will include lectures, writing
assignments and critiques. Only 30 students can
be instructed in this intense, tutorial format; so, the

class is limited in size. If you plan to attend, register
immediately and confirm that there are still seats
available before you make your travel plans.

New Programs: Recently, the GWA has released
several new member benefit programs in a flurry of
activity that started with initial planning last year. Two
new programs were introduced in May and a third
was released in June.
• GWA Classroom Podcasts: Thanks to the efforts
of program leaders Jean Ann Van Krevelen
and Ellen Wells, GWA launched its first of a
series of educational podcasts on May 2. Our biweekly programs are scheduled to cover a variety
of topics in the medium of social networking and
online marketing. Occasionally, we will interject special podcast sessions between scheduled bi-weekly
programs to cover unique happenings in the industry. If you want to get the latest announcement of
each podcast session, scheduled or special events,
please visit the podcast page of our website and
sign-on to the RSS feed.
• Training Guides: In support of the GWA Classroom Podcast series, GWA is releasing a series of
“Working the Web” training guides for members.
Our first guide on blogging basics was issued
June 2 in conjunction with podcast episode #4 on
the same topic. Many thanks to Jean Ann Van
Krevelen for sharing her professional expertise in
this subject area. A total of five training guides will
be created and posted over the next six months.
• News Clippings weekly: On May 4, GWA released
its most ambitious new program in the form of the
weekly GWA News Clippings online newsletter.
The main focus of News Clippings is current events
and news in the publishing and communications industries: what is happening among the people and
companies who hire and promote us and what new
tools and practices are developing to help writers
page 7

Directory Opt-out: Another new offering this year
is the special opt-out option for the printed version
of the GWA Membership Directory. This year, we
will be providing a read-only electronic version of
the membership directory for all members who
want one. Unlike the printed directory, the electronic
version will be searchable and the contents will be
locked to prevent unauthorized cutting and pasting
of members’ contact information. The Board of
Directors has determined that members who wish
to support GWA’s sustainability program can opt-out
of receiving the printed version, thereby reducing
our carbon footprint for printing and shipping hard
copies. Over 150 members have opted-out this year
reducing our total paper and shipping consumption
by approximately 8%, which is a good start.
What’s Next? The GWA Emerging Technologies
Task Force has been working on video programs and
filmed the Region IV meeting session “How to Use
Videos for Garden Writers.” We hope to make that
video available soon.
Also, we have two new webinars on social media
training scheduled for July 13 and 20. Once
again, Jean Ann Van Krevelen will assist us
with a new program area as we explore opportunities
for providing education to members via the Internet.
Look for more information on this program soon.
As you see, it has been a very busy spring
for the GWA, and we hope members have had
the opportunity to make use of the new member
resources we have made available in the past few
months. If you have comments or suggestions,
please let us know at info@gardenwriters.org.

Robert C. LaGasse
Executive Director
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PAR in Gates Mills
The PAR garden located in Gates Mills, Ohio,
completed its fourth year last year – in a big way...
and is already heavily involved this year. In 2010,
the garden saw its largest harvest yet – 2,200
pounds of fresh vegetables — that was delivered to
Magnolia Clubhouse. Magnolia Clubhouse is a place
in Cleveland’s University Circle that helps those with
mental illness from the northeast Ohio region.
The ton-plus harvest by Gates Mills’ PAR Garden
was accomplished with the help of eight regular
volunteers, most of whom are Master Gardeners.
In addition to the eight stalwarts, 20 people worked
in the garden at one time or another to plan, plant,
weed, cultivate, harvest and deliver quality produce
to one of northeast Ohio’s neediest populations.
The gardeners used organic practices in raising
the 20 or so crops they grow. Among the highest
yielding crops were tomatoes, potatoes (both white
and sweet), zucchini and yellow squash. Beans were
also plentiful. The village of Gates Mills provides the
3,800 square feet of gardening space as well as deer
fencing and water for the garden. The Cuyahoga
County Master Gardeners, a grant from the Gates

B

D

C

E

Mills Improvement
Society, as well
as several private
donors, provide funds
for the purchase of
supplies, tools and
plants.
In an end-of-theyear meeting with
Magnolia Clubhouse
staff and participants, (A) Master Gardener Gwen Morgan rinses off freshly dug beets. (B) Caroline cultivates the beet bed. (C) Joe Hrehov
picks pole beans from the “bean wall.” (D) Caroline and Michelle gather wax beans.  (E) Hedy Westra, Connie Rebich and
the PAR gardeners
Barb Rabin set garlic up to dry in a greenhouse after it has been dug that day.
learned that every
crop grown had
been well received
by Magnolia Clubhouse members at the noon meal
$150 each week.
when the produce was served in hot dishes as well
The Gates Mills PAR Garden is an example of
as a salad bar. The staff and members requested a
just what can be accomplished when a community,
few new vegetables for the 2011 season, including
civic-minded volunteers and a public service organiRomaine lettuce, parsnips and baby lima beans.
zation work together. The project has built a selfThe Magnolia Clubhouse staff shared that the
sustaining momentum and looks to provide fresh,
produce donated by the Gates Mills PAR gardeners
quality produce for many growing seasons to come.
saved the Magnolia Clubhouse between $100 and
—Sharon Klimm
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Regional Meetings
The following regional meetings are scheduled for 2011. Additional information will be posted
online at www.gardenwriters.org and in future issues of the Quill & Trowel newsletter.

Regions 1 & 2

Region 6

Friday, July 22 — Morris County, N.J.
9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Thursday, July 21 — Seattle, Wash.

Registration fee: $35/person (GWA member/spouse);
$50/person (non-member)
REGISTRATION DEADLINE: July 8

6:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Registration fee: $35/person (GWA member/spouse);
$45/person (non-member)
REGISTRATION DEADLINE: July 7

“Two Ladies, a Professor & Two Botanizing Brothers”

This program focuses on little known gardens in northern New Jersey, the people
who created them, and, of course, the plants. We will visit three gardens, all in
close proximity to each other. We start the morning at Willowwood Arboretum
a fascinating garden with formal beds and perennial borders, surrounded by an
intriguing mix of exotic and native vegetation, adjacent to a meandering creek.
The next stop, Bamboo Brook Garden, was the home of Martha Brookes
Hutcheson, one of the first women to be trained as a landscape architect in the United
States. The estate was recently restored with formal gardens around the house; it
now functions as an education center for the Morris County Parks Commission.
From here, we’ll travel about 30 minutes to Frelinghuysen Arboretum, where
we’ll have lunch. Lesley Parness, superintendent of horticultural education at the
Morris County Parks Commission, will explore The Elizabeth Donnell Kay Rare Book
Collection in her talk on “Archetypes of Botanic Literature.” The collection includes
floras, herbals and economic botanies, some of them dating back to the 16th century.
So, put down your iPad and listen to how our forefathers and mothers got started in
the garden writing business.
The day ends with a tour of the arboretum grounds, its collections and formal
gardens. Or, you can relax and stroll on your own.
The program was scheduled on a Friday in case you’d like to stay for the
weekend and make the most of your trip. Please e-mail any questions to Region
I Regional Director Sabine Stezenbach or Region II National Director Steve
Maurer.

Connect with preeminent Northwest landscape designers in a singular hillside garden
above Puget Sound. GWA writers, photographers and bloggers will meet one-onone with APLD members from Washington State and beyond. Designers will share
project highlights, portfolios, and insights about the latest trends in plants, materials,
and environmentally sensitive design solutions.
Barbara Lycett, APLD, will open her Seattle garden for this evening of food,
drink and inspiring connections. Barbara’s Meadow Creek House is an award winning modern home designed by Eggleston Farkas Architects (http://eggfarkarch.
com/meadow-creek-house). Perched above a large sloping garden and stream, the
house is carefully sited to ensure a fluid connection between indoors and out, highlighting an expansive view of the Sound and the Olympic Mountains beyond.
Barbara describes her garden as “natural, rambling and free-flowing” in contrast to the sleek, delineated profile of the house. She explores this juxtaposition by
echoing the rich rust tones of the architecture in the rusty peeling bark of her trees
and shrubs, and softening the strong horizontal lines of the house with their vertical
forms. The garden includes its eponymous wildflower meadow and creek, a brood of
chickens, and numerous intimate gathering spaces where writers and designers will
have the chance to meet in small groups to discuss their work.

Contacts:
Sabine Stezenbach (718.944.1448; sstezen@gmx.net)
Steve Maurer (302.651.5012; smaurer318@gmail.com)

Contact:
Betsy Anderson
(206.660.4733; betsyhamblen@yahoo.com)

Gathering with Landscape Designers at the
Seattle garden of Barbara Lycett, APLD
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GWA Endorses Sustainable Practices
By Lois J. de Vries
We all know what “sustainability” means, don’t
we? Welcome to the muddy waters of the GWA
Sustainability Task Force’s first assignment – to write
a definition of sustainability that could be adopted
by GWA in developing a blueprint for itself as an
organization and to provide guidance for members
who want to address this issue in their businesses.
(See “GWA Sustainability Statement” sidebar)
What we found was that, while each of us knew
what we meant by “sustainability,” everyone put
the emphasis in a different place. We discussed
the significance of clean water, GMOs, chemical
pesticides, alternative power, recycling, composting,
land use law, climate change, etc.
We also acknowledged that “sustainable” means
something entirely different in the business world:
Are a company’s growth model, sales, profits or
shareholder dividends sustainable? In government:
Is Medicare, Medicaid or Social Security sustainable?
At home: Is this diet or exercise program, budget or
light bulb sustainable?

Diverse Group Reaches Consensus
The brainchild of GWA National Secretary Kirk
Brown, the task force is chaired by Past President
Jeff Lowenfels, with Region III National Director
Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp serving as Secretary.
Executive Director Robert LaGasse and President
Janel Leatherman, join 16 at-large members from
around the country whose expertise encompasses
writing, photography, design, editing, broadcasting,
manufacturing, plant production and government,
to comprise a well-rounded working group. (See
“Sustainability Task Force Members” sidebar)
After two teleconferences in 2010, there was
a consensus that the practice of sustainability is a
philosophy of life and that people do what they can,
given their current level of understanding. The task

force sees its role as furthering that understanding
by providing resources and helping GWA to lead by
example.

GWA Adopts Sustainability Task Force Goals
The GWA Board of Directors charged the task
force with three initial responsibilities, which were
completed, submitted and approved in January:
— Determine what GWA should or will do as an
organization to lead by example in sustainability,
such as in the operations of the office and through
its programs. The task force recommended that
headquarters report on what steps are being taken
towards sustainability in the Quill & Trowel and solicit
additional suggestions from members. (See the
sidebar on page 11 for Robert LaGasse’s report on
what we’ve already accomplished.)
— Determine what GWA should or will do to
promote sustainability to its members. The task force
suggested the establishment of a regular column
on sustainability in the Quill & Trowel, written by
members, that will offer suggestions, best practices
and other recommendations about how GWA
members can incorporate sustainability into their
lifestyles at home and at work.
— Determine what GWA should or will do to promote
sustainability to our member audiences. The task
force proposed that the annual symposium include
programs on sustainability’s various aspects and that
sustainability be incorporated into GWA’s strategic
plan. Vice President and Symposium Program
Chair Debra Prinzing quickly responded, slotting
Stephen Orr, garden editorial director for Martha
Stewart Living and author of “Tomorrow’s Garden:
Design and Inspiration for a New Age of Sustainable
Continued on page 11
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SIDEBAR #1:
GWA Sustainability Statement
Thanks to the deft editing of David Ellis, the
Sustainability Task Force whittled its working
definition of sustainability and how it relates to GWA
down to 85 words. This description is intended to
keep the task force on point, establish guidelines
for members, and act as a policy statement for the
organization:
“The mission of the GWA includes fostering,
promoting, preserving, and maintaining natural
resources by encouraging environmentally
healthy and sound landscape design and
development, and promoting awareness of
nature-friendly practices and products among
garden writers, landscape professionals,
wholesalers, manufacturers and consumers.
The GWA shall encourage sustainability by
promoting environmentally healthy and sound
garden practices and awareness of naturefriendly garden practices and products to its
membership.
The GWA shall help its members reasonably
minimize the use of and conserve environmental
resources while conducting their businesses and
shall lead by example.”
SIDEBAR #2:
Sustainability Task Force Members
Jeff Lowenfels, Chair
Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp, Secretary
Kirk Brown
Keri Butler
TC Conner
Lois de Vries
David Ellis
Billy Goodnick
Mark Highland
Debra Knapke
Bob LaGasse

Janel Leatherman
Rose Marie Nichols-McGee
Nellie Neal
Mike Reiber
Wendy Scott
Marcia Tate
Nancy Taylor Robson
Jan Valentic
Cathy Wilkinson Barash
Continued on page 11
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Continued from page 10

Gardening,” as the keynote speaker for the 2011
symposium in Indianapolis.

Next Steps

The Task Force recognizes that while it has
addressed the big picture, the challenging work of
refining its message is just beginning. For example, it
needs to boil down the mission statement’s concepts
into an easily understood, 10-second elevator
speech and develop a tagline or slogan that can be
incorporated into news releases, brochures, on the
website, etc.
In order to limit the task force’s overall
responsibility to gardening-related issues while
also embracing topics important to allied industries
such as farming (nurseries, wholesalers, growers,
breeders, etc.) and manufacturing (pesticides,
fertilizers, soil amendments, etc.), the task force
plans to further refine its focus.
It’s clear from the increasing interest in

workshops on rain gardens, rain barrels and native
and invasive plants that sustainable gardening has
evolved from a trend to a worldwide movement.
GWA’s Sustainability Task Force is committed
to helping members deliver the best available
information to their audiences.
To pass along an idea or suggestion, please
contact Kirk Brown (vista6211@verizon.net).
Lois J. de Vries is a field editor for Better Homes and
Gardens and Country Gardens magazines and has been
a contributing editor for other national publications. Lois
is a popular speaker at regional flower shows and garden
clubs. Her book, Cultivating The Inner Gardener: How to
Garden From The Inside Out, is currently in development.
She blogs regularly for the Christian Science Monitor’s
“Diggin’ It,” and Lois de Vries’ Garden Views, from
her home in rural Northwestern New Jersey. Lois was
awarded the Jefferson Presidential Medal for more than a
decade of public service in environmental work.

www.gardenwriterwebsites.com
(A division of the Garden of Words, LLC, operated by Katie Elzer-Peters)
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SIDEBAR #3:
GWA Headquarter’s Sustainability Report
The GWA staff has been quietly making progress
on a number of sustainability fronts during the past
few years, according to Executive Director Robert
LaGasse, who submitted this report to the task force:

• Quill & Trowel is now distributed electronically only.
• Program notices for meetings have been reduced to
one mailed notice. All others are electronic. (Constant
Contact data indicates that only 4 out of 10 members
open our electronic messages on any one notice;
so, 6 out of 10 still rely on printed/mailed program
information.)
• Increase in emphasis on members paying for membership and services electronically and the response has
increased over time.
• Replaced our Allied member mailing list program with a
new EMIS electronic program.
• GWA elections have been converted to an online
process, eliminating printing and mailing.
• Symposium and Meetings:
- Caterers are required to provide recyclable
packaging and utensils.
- Tour trash is collected for recycling.
- Audio recordings are download files only,
eliminating CDs/packaging/mailing.
- The majority of meeting promotions have been
converted to electronic with a new design format
suited for online viewing.
- Alternative fuel buses are chosen for tours, when
available.
- Tour bus seating is maximized to reduce the
number of buses operating.
- Function counts are minimized to reduce food
waste.
- Green hotel facilities are given preference over nongreen.
- Online meeting registration has replaced paper/
mailing/transportation.
- Committee meetings are conducted online or by
teleconference to reduce travel.
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Update on Activities of the Symposium
Local Arrangements Committee
By Carol Michel
The Indianapolis Local Arrangements Committee
recently completed the schedule for garden tours and
is now turning its attention to the many details that
will help make this year’s event an outstanding one
for all members who attend.
Many members who attended the symposium
in Dallas may recall our presentation of the “Top Ten
Reasons to Come to Indianapolis in 2011.” For those
who missed it, the presentation is posted on our blog,
http://gardenwritersindy2011.info/?p=161.
We would like to follow that theme now with the
“Top 10 Activities the Committee Is Working On This
Summer” to make your visit to Indianapolis a unique,
fun experience, whether you are visiting for the first
time or actually live nearby.
Top 10 Activities the Committee Is Working On
This Summer:

10. Writing reviews for our favorite restaurants, with
a focus on those that are unique to Indianapolis.
There are great restaurants in and around
the downtown area, many of which are within
easy walking distance or a short cab ride from
the Hyatt Regency Hotel. We will post many
of these reviews on our committee’s blog,
www.gardenwritersindy2011.info/, and notify
everyone of updates on our Facebook page,
“Garden Writers Indy 2011.”
9. Driving and re-driving the garden tour routes
to make sure the buses will be able to safely
navigate through any side streets. We are also
watching for road construction and any other
unexpected surprises that may pop up along the
routes between now and August.
8. Lining up volunteers to serve as bus captains.
Several local gardening groups have expressed

7.

6.

5.

4.

3.

2.

an interest in helping out as bus captains,
including members of our local Hosta Society
and Master Gardeners.
Working with the Indianapolis Convention and
Visitors Association to ensure we can take
advantage of the many amenities they offer to
visitors. The ICVA has created a page on its
website just for us, www.visitindy.com/gwa.
Making lists of other activities and attractions
that GWA members may enjoy if they plan to
arrive before the symposium or stay a few days
longer to explore all that Indianapolis has to offer
visitors.
Praying and hoping for normal amounts of
rainfall throughout the summer months so that
by the end of August, the gardens we are visiting
will be peaking with early fall flowers and not
gasping for a drink.
Sharpening up our own knowledge of
Indianapolis so that we can answer questions
for members.
Answering questions about Indianapolis that
members post on our Facebook page “Garden
Writers Indy 2011.”
Tweeting on Twitter as “GWA2011” for any
short announcements that we can squeeze into
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Downtown’s Massachusetts Avenue District is a trendy,
bohemian place to dine or shop in Indianapolis.

140 characters. We will use the hashtag
#gwaindy to make it easier to find our
tweets.
1. Doing anything and everything our
committee chairperson, GWA National
Director Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp, asks
us to do to make sure that whether you
are driving, flying, walking or taking a
stagecoach, when you arrive in August,
we’ll all be ready.
		
See you in Indianapolis!
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Photographers Corner
Don’t Forget the Plant Names
By Mark Turner
You know the gardener, the serious plant geek,
who can walk through their garden and give you
the cultivar or variety name for every obscure and
unusual specimen on their one-half acre. The rest of
us, mere mortals, rely on some sort of memory aid to
separate the frangipani from the panini.
The same goes for a library of plant images
maintained by one of those mortals. If I don’t get
the plant names connected to the photos, I’m never
going to remember what’s in the picture, let alone find
the photo on my hard drive when I need it. So how do
I do it? Sharon Beasley asked me on Facebook
recently, “Do you have a notebook full of notes for
all those photos? It must be exhausting dealing with
that many images.” I’d posted having captioned over
700 photos in one day, which may be a new record
for me. And, yes, it was exhausting work, but made
much easier and less frustrating because I follow
these three steps religiously.

Illustrations: This series of illustrations
shows the steps involved with identifying,
recording, and labeling just one of the
plant photographs in Mark’s extensive
library. (1) Siskiyou Mountains Willowherb,
Epilobium rigidum, photographed on the
Siskiyou National Forest near O’Brien,
Oregon. (2) Field notes written at the time
the willowherb was photographed. This is
a simple list of the plants photographed
in the general vicinity of O’Brien, Ore.,
July 25, 2004. Plants were identified in the
field, using field guides and a copy of The
Jepson Manual: Higher Plants of California,
the technical key for southern Oregon.

Get the Names
First, get the names of the plants while they’re in front
of you. Don’t wait to get home to figure out what you
photographed, thinking books and web resources
will have all the answers when you can no longer
examine the plant itself. When I’m photographing
a private garden, I usually ask the gardener for the
names of their plants. (If they’ve got some special
furniture or hardscape element, it doesn’t hurt to
get those details as well.) Some gardeners don’t
know much about what they’re growing, or they don’t
want to be bothered to tell you. In those cases, it
comes down to using my own experience and plant
knowledge to figure out what’s what.
Public gardens and arboreta are often well
labeled. While squirrels and small children do move
tags around, they’re good places to start. I’ve seen
other photographers shoot the plant tags as a
memory aid. Some public gardens also have good
online databases of their collections you can review

later if you’re trying to get from genus to species or
cultivar.
When I’m photographing wild plants, I pull out
my field guides and/or technical keys while the
plant is still in front of me. Often, there are important
identification characteristics you wouldn’t immediately
think to include in a photograph, or that are hard to
see (like whether the hairs on the back of a leaf are
forked or not).

Record the Names
Second, write down or record the names —
immediately. Paper and pencil are quite reliable,
cheap and portable. I write down the plant names for
every new scene. I could write down image numbers
or the time as well, but I’ve found that just keeping
my notes in sequence is sufficient. Usually, I just
write the Latin name since I can look up common
Continued on page 14
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Photographers Corner

cont.

Continued from page 13

names later. For wild plants, I also often record the
location, using my handheld GPS.
One of my cameras has a voice-recording

5

3

(3) Screen capture of the FileMaker Pro record for the
willowherb photo. The critical fields are the Scientific Name,
Description and Location. GPS data has been entered in the
Comments field. (4) Slide mount of a matching photograph
shot on film at the same time as the digital file, with the
caption printed on a label and contact information rubber
stamped on the other edge. (5) Screen capture of the Breeze
Browser metadata editing window. I’ve copied the PSCaption
from FileMaker and pasted the contents into the Description
field here. Other tabs hold fields for photographer contacts,
location, and keywords. Always include your contact
information so your valuable photos do not become orphans.

4

feature that I’ve come to love. Instead of writing, I
can just talk to the back of my camera and record
my notes in an audio file that has the same name
as the photo. I’ll spell difficult names when they’re
written on garden plant tags to save time later. Some
photographers use a separate dictation recorder, but
then you have to sync up the audio with the photos
and I’ve gotten confused when I’ve tried it.

Add the Plant Names
to Photo Captions
Third, back in your office, write captions for each
photo. When I shoot slides, I enter the captions in
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a database, print labels and stick them on the slide
mount. In the digital age, I still put my captions in my
database, but use the digital equivalent of a slide
label to attach the information to each photo file.
That equivalent is the caption (sometimes called
description) field in the photo’s metadata.
There are many software programs that read
and write photo metadata. I use Breeze Browser
and Adobe Lightroom®. My database program is
FileMaker Pro. You may have found other tools that
work for you, and choosing which software programs
to use is a topic for another column. (See “The Case
of the Missing Mecanopsis” in the December 2008
Quill & Trowel.)
	Even when I was young I couldn’t count on
my memory to hold the names of everything I
photographed, so I don’t rely on memory. I also
learned the hard way that trying to figure out plant
names from field guides or garden books while
staring at a slide or digital image was not always
possible. Now, I identify everything I can while the
plant is in front of me, write down or audio record
the names before I move to the next subject, and
write detailed captions soon after the photo session
is complete and I’m back in my office. Without
following those three steps routinely, I’ll never find
the right Actaea or Delosperma when an editor calls
or I’m putting a slideshow together for a garden club.
My blood pressure’s lower, too, because while the
process has some tedium, I’m not frustrated by a
failure to know what I have photographed or where to
find the image.
Mark Turner photographs gardens and native plants
for a wide range of garden magazines and books.
He is currently seeking and photographing more than
600 species of northwest trees and shrubs in their
native habitats for a new field guide due in 2013. He
lives in Bellingham, Wash.
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Regional News & Notes
Region 1
Rich Pomerantz will speak at the annual
convention of the American Hosta Society in
Marlborough, Mass., June 23, on his popular
lecture “Relax, It’s Only Garden Photography.” Rich
will conduct an all day garden photography workshop
and critique at the Kingwood Center in Mansfield,
Ohio, on July 15.
In June, and again in August, Ellen Zachos
will teach her Rooftop Gardening class at the New
York Botanical Garden. The course not only covers
recommended plants for rooftops/containers, but also
the hows and whys of rooftop gardening in the big
city: delivery, garbage removal, irrigation, light weight
potting mixes, and the rules and regs imposed by
apartment buildings.
Jill Nooney announced that open house
days this year for Fine Garden Art and Bedrock
Gardens are: July 9 and Sept. 10, 10:00 a.m.
to 4:00 p.m. (Other times by appointment.) Fine
Garden Art makes distinctive art for the garden.
(www.finegarden.com) Bedrock Gardens is a 20acre garden notable for its design, features, art and
plants. (www.bedrockgardens.org)
Linda Yang is ecstatic to report she is finally
resettled in her new New Yawk apt on East 78th
Street, with a glorious terrace, that she hopes to have
planted with trees and flowers by the time you see
this newsletter.
Janet Marinelli worked with the U.S. Botanic
Garden and the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower
Center to create Landscape For Life, a version
of the Sustainable Sites Initiative, the country’s
first rating system for sustainable landscapes, for
gardeners and homeowners. While the Sustainable
Sites Initiative provides a set of technical tools

for landscape professionals, Landscape For Life
presents the same information as a series of best
practices that gardeners can use themselves to
green their landscapes. The information is organized
into five major sections: soil, water, plants, materials
and human health. Janet developed and wrote the
content for the Landscape For Life website, www.
landscapeforlife.org. A curriculum will be available for
free for garden educators by this summer.
—Sabine Stezenbach

Region 2
Derek Fell reports that sixty directors and major
contributors of the Brooklyn Botanical Garden will
lunch at his home, Cedaridge Farm, Bucks County,
Pa., and tour the garden June 12. Among important
guests will be Dr. Nukri Sikharulidze, director of the
Tbilisi Botanical Garden, Georgia, USSR.
The Long Island Horticulture Society will visit
Stephanie Cohen’s garden June 16. They
will also visit Shortwood and tour Delaware Valley
Gardens. June 24 and 25, Stephanie will speak for
Gardens on the Prairie (Indianapolis) on “GIS for
Public Gardens: Getting Started.”
		
Vikram Krishnamurthy indicates that
The Center for Public Horticulture will host a fullday training seminar on use of the “GIS for Public
Gardens Data Model” June 20, at the University
of Delaware in Newark. Geared towards public
horticulture professionals, this hands-on workshop
provides a step-by-step process for mapping plant
collections and creating interpretive maps using
GIS. Previous GIS experience helpful but not
page 15

required. Convenient for professionals traveling to the
Philadelphia region for the annual APGA conference!
(http://publichorticulture.udel.edu/education/GIS.
html or http://www.apgg.org)
Join The Scott Arboretum at Swarthmore College
June 29 from 8:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. for a bus trip
to Wave Hill, a beautiful public garden and cultural
center in Riverdale, a section of the Bronx. This
celebrated garden overlooking the Hudson River and
the Palisades encompasses gardens, greenhouses
and woodlands. (www.scottarboretum.org)
	Diana K. Weiner will be judging for America
in Bloom in cities across Missouri, Ohio and
Pennsylvania July 7-23. Drop by the America in
Bloom information booth at the Ohio Short Course
and say hello.
George Weigel has signed a partnership
deal with Hershey Gardens, the 23-acre botanical
garden in Hershey, Pa., to help boost the garden’s
educational programming. The deal includes
talks and guided garden walks, podcasts for the
Hershey Gardens website, articles for the member
newsletter and a hands-on program in the Children’s
Garden. The schedule and podcasts will appear at
www.hersheygardens.org. George has a gardenthemed tour (open to the public) July 30-31 to
Garden Walk Buffalo; Aug. 12 to Longwood Behind
the Scenes; Sept. 16 to the New Jersey Botanical
Garden, Frelinghuysen Arboretum and Rutgers
University’s Trial Gardens; Oct. 21 to Meadowbrook
and Chanticleer gardens near Philadelphia; and
Dec.14 for a Christmas Conservatory tour of the
U.S. Botanical Garden, Brookside Gardens and
Baltimore’s Howard Peter Rawlings Conservatory.
Charlotte Kidd presented a Worm Farming
demonstration at the Philadelphia International
Flower Show including the debut of “The Dance
Continued on page 16

quill & Trowel newsletter

No. 3

JUNE 2011

Regional News & Notes continued
Continued from page 15

of the Red Wigglers” – a song she wrote for the
presentation. Charlotte has expanded into Garden
Coaching in southeastern Pennsylvania. She is
also doing spring programs for the Pennsylvania
Horticultural Society’s City Gardens Series.
Roxanne Christensen shared that
audiences hungry for commercial farming how-to
are now being served by SPIN-Farming LLC’s new
workshop series. Information on workshop leaders,
who are practicing SPIN farmers, can be found at
http://www.spinfarming.com/workshops/.
In May, Steven Maurer officially became
a member of the public and community relations
team in the Nemours Marketing and Communication
Department. Steve will continue as the main
representative of the Mansion and Gardens, as
well as taking on additional public and community
relations for Nemours in the Delaware Valley.
—Dan Benarcik

(http://hoosierwordsmith.typepad.com/habitat) to
Earthworks Environmental Learning Center’s website
(www.earthworksonline.org). Marianne will be writing
regular online entries under the title “Green Journal.”
She is also helping a local assisted living facility
with an herb garden that will supply their kitchen.
Marianne is recycling coordinator for the Marshall
County Blueberry Festival, which takes place on
Labor Day weekend.
Ronald Elardo is editor of the American
Conifer Society’s Conifer Quarterly.
After a winter hiatus, Carol Michel has
resumed her weekly column in the Southside Time in
Indianapolis.
Upcoming Events:
• July 18-23 — Perennial Plant Association Annual
Symposium, Atlanta, Ga. Stephen Still notes that
there are 40 educations seminars this year focused
on landscape, retail and growers. On top of this,
there are seven professional tours and a two-day
plant and product trade show.

Michigan

Region 3
Maggie Oster is the speaker for the Peoria Herb
Guild’s 30th anniversary celebration June 14. She
will also give the Otto Richter Memorial Lecture at the
International Herb Association’s (http://www.iherb.
org) annual meeting in Midland, Mich., July 18.
Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp will be a panelist
discussing “How Social Media Professionals Do It”
Aug. 18 at the Independent Garden Center Show in
Chicago.
Marianne Peters has now linked her
gardening blog, entitled habitat

• July 21-22 —American Horticultural Society’s
National Children & Youth Garden Symposium, East
Lansing and Grand Rapids (http://www.ahs.org)
• Aug. 1-12 — 2011 Michigan Garden Plant Tour.
Featured are open houses at leading new plant
producers of ornamentals and Michigan State
University. Take a day trip to visit a couple of sites, or
complete the entire loop for the full tour. This tour is
completely free, but growers would appreciate a call
ahead to know you’ll be coming. Plan to also attend
the MSU Plant Trial Field Day in the Horticulture
Gardens on Aug. 9. You’ll hear the latest on new
annuals and perennials, hear unbiased reviews of
ornamentals, and hear directly from many of the
breeding companies about their favorite plants.
(http://planttour.hrt.msu.edu)
page 16

Ohio
• July 9-12 — Region III GWA members are invited
to attend the 2011 OFA Short Course in Columbus,
Ohio. The OFA – an Association of Floriculture
Professionals – is again graciously offering free
registration for their trade show and four-day General
Registration package. This is a $400 value, which
includes the trade show, new varieties, new products,
sustainability showcase, keynote OFA happy hour
and idea exchanges, along with the OSU Annuals
and Mixed Container trials, and the General Session
educational programs being offered on Saturday
through Tuesday. Deadline to register: June 7
(www.ofa.org)
Blooms of Bressingham® and the OSU
Chadwick Arboretum & Learning Gardens also
invite GWA members to a reception being held on
the OSU (Ohio State University) campus Monday,
July 11, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the Steven
M. Still Garden. The garden was designed by Adrian
Bloom and installed in 2005 by volunteers in a single
day. Buses will be available from the Columbus
Convention Center to the garden, which is in close
proximity to the OSU Annuals and Mixed Container
trial gardens and the Learning Gardens. Your OFA
badge is required for admittance. Contact: Chistine
Kelleher, Christine.kelleher@arishort.com, tel:
800.232.9557 ext. 2512, fax: 330.745.3098)
• July 11 — Christine Kelleher invites garden
writers attending the OFA Short Course in Columbus,
Ohio, to meet Adrian Bloom and have lunch with
him. Enjoy the trade show and come to the Blooms
reception at Ohio State University near the garden
Adrian designed in front of Howlett Hall. New this
year is a Blooms perennial trial garden in conjunction
with the OSU annuals and container trials.
—Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp & Christine Kelleher
Continued on page 17
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Sylvia Hoehns Wright is presently involved in
promoting Virginia’s newly implemented program,
Plant More Plants (www.PlantMorePlants.com).
—Carol Brouwer

Region 4
Region 5
Carol Brouwer will present “What to Plant Now”
at the Houston Urban Gardeners meeting at the
Hermann Park Garden Center July 11 at 6:30 p.m.
July 21, 6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., Carol will teach a
class on Landscape Design at the Trini Mendenhall
Sosa Community Center as part of Texas AgriLife
Extension’s Green Thumb Gardening series. Both
events are free and open to the public.
July 16, Cheval’s Garden Tours and
Washington Gardener magazine are leading
a garden tour hosted by Behnke Nurseries in
Beltsville, Md. The day-trip travels via coach to
the beautiful Shenandoah Valley for Viette’s Annual
Daylily and Wine Festival held at nationally renowned
Viette Gardens. (Chevals2ndact.com)
Linda Askey will deliver “From Passion to
Print” before the International Herb Association
meeting in Midland, Mich., July 18. Then, July 30,
Linda will be in Cullowhee, N.C., for the conference,
“Landscaping with Native Plants,” where she will give
teachers pointers on “Home Gardening with Native
Plants.”
Brent Heath will discuss “Bulbs as Companions to Herbaceous Perennials in the Border” at
the 29th Perennial Plant Association Symposium,
“Plants-Design-Pizzazz: A Potpourri of Perennials,”
workshop at in Atlanta, Ga., July 18-23.

Stephanie Jutila will be in Michigan for the
American Horticultural Society’s National Children &
Youth Garden Symposium July 21-23.
(www.ahs.org/ncygs)
Kelly Norris is wrapping up his thesis for
his Master’s Degree in Horticulture at Iowa State
University July 1. In celebration of his graduation,
he’ll lead a plant collection expedition to the Black
Hills of South Dakota and Sand Hills of Nebraska
in late July with Winston Beck from Iowa State
University and Dr. Jim Ault from Chicago Botanic
Garden and plans to video blog the experience on
his website (www.kellydnorris.com).
Gardening How-To magazine has launched
its first iPad app! The premier Issue is available as
a free download. Visit www.gardeningclub.com/
ipad for information. The app is an issue of the
magazine overlaid with interactive content for almost
every feature and department, including videos,
photo slide shows, region-specific interactions,
and “bonus info” sidebars. It’s also available on the
Android Marketplace for tablet devices that use
the Android operating system (such as the Xoom).
Amy Sitze, Elizabeth Noll, Elyse Lucas and
Tracy Walsh were part of the team who produced,
designed and built the new app.
—Melinda Myers
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Region 6
The dA Center for the Arts presents a self-guided
Home and Garden Tour June 25 10:00 a.m. to
4:00 p.m. in Claremont and Pomona. The tour will
culminate at John Greenlee’s garden gallery for the
Greenlee Garden Celebration. The Greenlee estate
is located at 160 E. Franklin Ave., Pomona. Call
909.397.9716 or e-mail daartcenter@gmail.com.
Karen Chapman will present a seminar
July 9 from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. at Duvall’s
Garden Celebration. Karen will share tips to make
your container gardens sizzle by planting two
unique designs. The best methods for container
drip irrigation will also be covered. Contact:
Karen@lejardinetdesigns.com; Directions: www.
duvallhardware.com
Keith Muraoka will present, “Container
Gardening Tips” at the Cambrian branch library
on Hillsdale Avenue in San Jose July 23. The
talk is one in a series that Keith is presenting.
(gardendude@jps.net)
Jan Hale Barbo will be a panelist at the
New Mexico History Museum in Santa Fe July 25
at 9:30 a.m. “Planting Seeds: Home, Horticulture
and Healing,” will be presented by the New Mexico
Committee of National Museum of Women in the Arts
in conjunction with the Santa Fe Museum.
Sharon Lovejoy will be the keynote speaker
at the Oklahoma Ag in the Classroom Conference
July 29 in Oklahoma City. The conference theme is,
“Roots, Shoots, Buckets & Boots,” the title of one of
Lovejoy’s books. This stop is part of a mini tour with
media and bookstore events in Dallas, Wichita and
Continued on page 18
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Austin where Lovejoy was a guest on KLRU-TV, at
the Natural Gardener and at Book People.
(www.sharonlovejoy.com)
Mark Turner will teach another of his popular
Pocket Camera Flower Photography workshops at
the North Cascades Institute on Washington’s Diablo
Lake July 31 - Aug. 2.
Shirley Bavshow, host of the “Garden World
Report Show,” will be taping interviews, previewing
products and emceeing keynote presentations at
the Independent Garden Center Show in Chicago
Aug. 16-18. If you would like to participate in the
“Garden World Report Show,” please contact Shirley

Garden Writers Association

INDIANAPOLIS

2011 Sponsorship Opportunities

Promote your products and services to
the largest gathering of garden
communication experts!
Sponsorship benefits:
• spotlight company information/products
• company recognition in conference brochure and
onsite program
• prime exhibit booth locations

Opportunities available
for all budgets!

Click
Click Here
Here to
to
Sponsor
Now
Sponsor Now

(Shirley@ShirleyBovshow.com).
Jim Browne will represent Sester Farms in
Chicago for the Independent Garden Center Show
Aug. 18 at Navy Pier. (www.igcshow.com)
Bob Tanem took his show on the road this
spring. The first was to Rodgers Reynolds Nursery
in Menlo Park and the second to Bokay Nursery in
Salinas.
Andrew Buchanan finalized placements in a
forthcoming book from Timber Press.
(http://HomeAndGardenPhotos.com)
—Keith Muraoka

Region 7
Summer’s back and gardeners are getting busy.
Region VII members are, too!
July 9, Judith Rogers is hosting an open
house of her gardens at Lavender Cottage.
Theresa Forte will direct a photography
workshop, “Leaning to See...Take Great Pictures
With the Camera You’ve Got,” at the Niagara Parks
Botanical Garden, Niagara Falls, Ontario, Sept. 10
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Contact: Leslie Proctor
Foster, manager educational programming
(lfoster@niagaraparks.com) or Theresa
(theresa_forte@symparico.ca).
Niki Jabbour is starting Season 5 of her radio
show “The Weekend Gardener.” Join Niki every
Sunday (from now until late autumn) from 11:00 a.m.
to 1:00 p.m. Atlantic Time on News 95.7 FM (NS),
News 91.9 FM (NB), News 88.9 FM (NB) or listen
live online at www.news957.com. The show covers
a wide variety of gardening topics and welcomes
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garden experts and authors from across North
America to share their experiences and knowledge.
For information (or to inquire about guest bookings),
check out the Facebook page of The Weekend
Gardener with Niki Jabbour.
—Kathy Wood

GWA Symposium Host Hotel
The Hyatt Regency Indianapolis
The Hyatt Regency
Indianapolis
1 South Capital Ave.
Indianapolis, IN 46204
The Hyatt Regency
Indianapolis: Take in
exquisite views of the
Indianapolis skyline or
our spectacular 21-story atrium from our beautifully
appointed downtown Indianapolis accommodations
of The Hyatt Regency Indianapolis. The Hyatt
features guest rooms and suites with luxurious
bedding, wired Internet (complimentary for GWA
members) and a 37” plasma TV. More information
about the Hyatt is available at: http://indianapolis.
hyatt.com/hyatt/hotels/index.jsp

Hotel Cut-off Date: Aug. 3
To make a hotel reservation at the Hyatt for the GWA
Symposium call: 888.421.1442 or book online at:
https://resweb.passkey.com/go/GARD
Mention Garden Writers Association for
Discounted Room Rate:
$129.00 USD - single/double
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Three Myths of Writing for the Internet
By Doug Green
Cervantes’ Don Quixote traveled the roads, famously
tilting at windmills, and it seems many creative folks
have erected similar windmills in their quest for
Internet success. In this article, I talk about the three
myths of writing for the Internet. Once you get past
these three myths, you’ll be ready to challenge the
online world.

Myth #1: You Can’t Sell
Gardening Online

The first is my favorite. “You can’t sell gardening
information online.” The truth of it is you can sell darn
near anything online if you do it properly.
I have a case study on my desktop of an herb
garden website (www.learningherbs.com/) that sells
over $100,000 in product every year. This is one of
the little known and unheralded garden websites that
is simply going about doing things correctly. I make
an increasing amount of money with my eBooks
and premium sites as I learn the necessary skills to
replicate what they’re doing. The key is in identifying
a need, developing unique solutions for that need,
and learning the skills in online sales. Many of you
can do the first two, but you haven’t studied the third.
Let me suggest www.copyblogger.com as a source
of superb online educational programs.
You can’t sell gardening information if your
information is the same as everybody else produces.
But, you can if you develop a unique audience
and an authentic gardening voice. And spend the
time, energy and money to learn the online skills
necessary for success. Here are two free eBooks you
may want to download. Like many things online, they
will encourage you to use the web building service,
but the content here is well worth the advertising
pitch. Scroll to the bottom http://myks.sitesell.com/
to download the eBook on selling what you know.

And http://myss.sitesell.com/ is the first eBook I ever
purchased (but it is now free) on making your site sell
better.

Myth #2: Search
Engine Optimization

The second is search engine optimization. I have
heard many writers downplay basic SEO for so many
”creative” reasons. If you want to be found by search
engines and if you want to develop an audience,
this is a necessary skill to learn. The corollary to
this is learning how to write wonderful articles while
employing SEO.
It’s not about stuffing keywords into meta tags
(Google hasn’t used keywords in several years).
But, it is about answering a question. Think of every
search a reader uses as a question. If somebody is
searching for “tomato growing information,” then you
create the question and answer it using that specific
keyword combination. Rough guidelines indicate
using the keyword approximately three to four times
in a 450 word article is correct. As long as the rest
of the article supports the topic, Google will figure it
out. It does help to put that key word combination in
the title of the article as well and, yes, in the key word
meta tag for other search engines. Use a maximum
of two keywords or combinations in the meta tag, no
more or it’s a signal that keyword “stuffing” is going
on and you may find yourself penalized. And, if you
want to take your work to the next level, include a link
with the keyword in the article and find some other
sites that will give you inbound links to that article.
That, my friends, is SEO in a paragraph.
Having said all that, the best advice I was ever
given was “keep it real.” Keep it honest and useful
with your reader in mind rather than written for the
pure SEO use.
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	Remember, your task is to write great content
and be found for that content by your audience. And
it doesn’t matter whether your audience is a general
reader or an editor — you need to use basic SEO to
be found.

A Thought About Blogging and SEO

Let me point out something you may not have
thought about. If you’re being paid to blog for
somebody, one highly likely objective is to drive
traffic to the site/business. If you don’t understand
basic SEO and use it in your blog posts, how are you
helping this business? If you can’t generate traffic for
that business, their analytics will soon discover this.
If you aren’t bringing in new business that covers
your fees, it’s a time-limited gig. If you’re being paid
to be amusing — basic SEO never hurts there either.
It helps to know the objectives for the blogging and
tailor your posts to them.

Myth #3: I Can’t Do This

The third is attitude. I’ve had a significant number
of writers tell me they couldn’t do what I’m doing.
And they’re right. With an attitude that says, “I can’t
succeed,” you won’t.
Frankly, I’ve never understood this. I couldn’t
“do this” when I jumpstarted back into fulltime writing
in 2005. I started with two websites, learned a few
things, took a bunch of courses, read a whole lot of
how-to books and blogs and taught myself one small
step at a time. I just finished one series of courses,
I am in the middle of a second, and will likely have
purchased a third by the time you read this. It’s an
ongoing process of teaching yourself the skills if you
want to succeed online.
	Even if your objective is to carve out a magazine
and book career for yourself and not become an
Continued on page 20
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online media entrepreneur, ongoing education from
the pros is critical for success. My best guess is that
writers are going to have to be serious storytellers,
understanding storyboarding and multimedia
production in order to pitch a successful eBook
project. Words and images are your strengths, but
imagining the book and selling the words is going to
take a new set of skills. Go learn those skills from the
pros in that field.
So you’re correct, you won’t do all of this
tomorrow, but what if you started tomorrow?
Doug Green has 8 websites delivering over a million
articles a month during the gardening season, newsletters, eBooks, premium membership content, several
blogs, and is active on Youtube and Facebook for his
readers.

Region 2
Connect Meeting

The Region III meeting in Michigan was almost
entirely educational and focused on one group of
plants — conifers. For many of us, it’s a group of
plants that we didn’t know a lot about. (I, for one, had
no idea cones came in so many different colors.)
We were fortunate to be led by several conifer
experts: Steve Courtney, manager of Hidden Lake
Gardens (http://
hiddenlakegardens.
A msu.edu/), Gary Gee
of Gee Farms, and
Ronald Elardo, a
first-year GWA member
who helped organize the
meeting, all members
of the American
Conifer Society (www.
conifersociety.org/).
Region III Director Sue
Trusty also helped
organize the meeting.
(A) Steve Courtney, manager of
The regional
Hidden Lake Gardens. Photo © Jo

meeting included tours of Hidden Lake Gardens in
Tipton, and a visit with Jack and Jeannine Wikle in
Adrian, to view his amazing collection of bonsai. It
ended with lunch at Gee Farms in Stockbridge, a
renowned grower of conifers. Gee has developed an
arboretum featuring hundreds of conifers, magnolias,
sassafras and other woody plants. Among his goals
is to examine which deciduous plants pair well with
conifers.
Hidden Lake Gardens is well known for its
conifer collections and affords the perfect opportunity
to see what these lovely trees and shrubs look
like in a landscape setting. Hidden Lake Gardens,
which also features several hosta gardens and a
conservatory, is part of Michigan State University.
The gardens surround Hidden Lake, a beautiful,
peaceful setting. About 20 members attended the
meeting.
Among the tips: plant conifers in spring because
“they don’t put out roots in fall,” Courtney says.
—Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp

Ellen Meyers Sharp.

B

Thirty garden writers, their spouses and a collection of horticultural friends
gathered at the home of Kirk and Sara Brown on Saturday night, May 21 in
Orefield, Pa., to share connections, plants and food. That GWA holy trinity
aligned with a beautiful night in a garden trying to shake off the effects of
a northeastern cold, wet spring. Under the glorious Styrax obassia, from
the left are: Steve Monheim, Sabine Stetzenbach, Eva Monheim, Rick Ray,
Liz Ball, Betty Wiest, Charlotte Kidd, Sue Kittek, Doug Hall, Richard Cohen,
Gloria Day, Pamela Ruch, Stephanie Cohen, Nancy Beaubaire, Steve
Cohen, Louise Schaefer, Sue Tantsits. Kneeling: Matt Walczer, Karen
Walczer, Sara Brown. Photo by Kirk R. Brown.

C

(B) Jack Wikle (center) opened his bonsai garden for the Region III meeting in Adrian, Mich. (C) A bronze-leafed Rodgersia grows in a hosta garden that
overlooks Hidden lake. Photos © Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp.
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The Insider Scoop
Rosalind Creasy’s book
Edible Landscaping was
honored with an AHS
(American Horticultural
Society) Book Award. The
book, published in November
2010, is now in its third
printing.

Judy Nauseef has been asked to serve on the new
Garden Design magazine Advisory Board of trusted
experts. The board consists of artists, landscape
architects, landscape designers and interior designers.
(www.gardendesign.com/designer)

Cheval Force Opp has been accepted into The
Historic Landscape Institute hosted by University of
Virginia and The Jefferson Monticello. “Preserving
Jefferson’s Gardens and Landscapes” sets the focus
for two weeks of lectures, walking tours, workshops,
field trips and “hands on” experience in the gardens.
Participants have the honor of residing in “The Lawn”
residences part of Jefferson’s original design for
UVAs “academical village.”

Chuck Levine is one of 14 teachers in the
Anoka-Hennepin School District (Minn.) who have
been selected by their peers, community members
and staff to receive the 2011 Teacher Outstanding
Performance (TOP) Awards. The TOP program
began during the 1996-97 school year by the
Medtronic Foundation based on a belief that it is
important to acknowledge and publicize exemplary
performance.

In June, Judith Rogers will celebrate the
10th anniversary of her gardening column,
“The Gardener’s Corner” in The Innisfil Scope
newspaper. There will be a drawing for a garden
trug full of goodies for one of her readers to win.
Cathy Wilkinson Barash has joined the staff of
Garden Gate magazine in Des Moines. It’s ideal for
her – a five-minute commute from home and working
with a great group of people with whom she has
worked in the past. Work contact: Cathy.Barash@
augusthome.com; 515.875.7035.
Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp was elected president of
the board of the Friends of Garfield Park Inc.

Peter Iveson retired May 31 after having served
25 years with the City of Toronto Parks Recreation
and Forestry. Peter says that now he will have more
time to spend garden writing.
During the GWA Region VII Meeting at Canada
Blooms in March Donna Dawson was thrilled to
receive the Garden Communicator Award 2011 from
Horticultural Trades Association, Landscape Ontario.
Each year Landscape Ontario recognizes outstanding contributions to the horticulture industry through
its Awards of Excellence program. Awards are given
for landscape construction, maintenance and design
and a special awards program where they recognize
individuals and companies for industry related successes.

In Memoriam
Isaac Field Roebuck, Jr.,
81, of Dallas, Texas, passed
away peacefully on Apr.
15. He was a Registered
Professional Engineer
and was an independent
engineering and geological
consultant as president of
Roebuck Associates, Inc.
Isaac authored several
books and 35 scientific
papers. He was an enthusiastic organic gardener
and rosarian, and as a freelance writer and
photographer, he enjoyed contributing gardening
articles to the House & Garden section of The Dallas
Morning News,The Gardener, and Neil Sperry’s
Gardens magazines, as well as to several gardening
club bulletins. His photos have appeared in all of
these publications.
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Isaac was previously a member of the GWA. He
is the person who encouraged me to join GWA.
In 2001, he authored the book Foolproof Guide
to Growing Roses for the Creative Homeowner
series, also providing many of the photographs for
the book. A second edition, Complete Roses —
Featuring 100 Easy-Growing Favorites was released
in 2007. In 2008, with the generous support of the
membership of the First Men’s Garden Club of
Dallas and Mike Shoup, owner of The Antique Rose
Emporium in Brenham, Texas, the “Field Roebuck”
rose was released. His namesake rose honors his
years of service to the First Men’s Garden Club of
Dallas and the Dallas Area Historical Rose Society.
Field was a loving and devoted husband and
father, and he will be forever dearly loved and
remembered.
—John Hunt
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ALLIED NEWS
AHS Now Accepting Awards
Nominations

The American
Horticultural Society is
now accepting nominations
for its annual Great American
Gardeners Awards. Twelve
different awards will be
presented, recognizing
outstanding achievement
in fields such as garden
communications, teaching,
and landscape design.
Nominations must be submitted by Sept. 30.
Visit www.ahs.org and click on “Awards” for more
information and a nomination form.

Reading Takes Root

The Davey Tree Expert Company announced
plans to bring more than 25,000 “reading” trees to
communities across the country. Many people say
their favorite place to read a book is under the cool
shade of a tree canopy, whether it’s on their backyard
patio, at the park or near a beach.
Davey is honoring the 25-year legacy of “The
Oprah Winfrey Show” by bringing that coveted
experience to more communities across the country.
In a program it calls “Reading Takes Root,” Davey
will donate and plant 25 large oak trees on school
grounds across the U.S. in conjunction with school
library renovations carried out by Target and The
Heart of America Foundation. These trees will not
only provide clean air and water, heating and cooling
benefits and enhance community and property
values, but they will also provide the children of these
schools with shaded play areas, chances to see
science in action and quiet places to read.
(www.davey.com/ReadingTakesRoot)

Growums Partners with Junior
Master Gardener Program

Growums and the nationally recognized Junior
Master Gardener program are partnering in a
nationwide fundraising effort to raise the awareness
of gardening in local communities, while contributing
to a greener environment and promoting healthy
eating habits. Together, JMG and Growums are set to
reach an entire generation of future gardeners. In this
first-ever JMG fundraiser, a generous 45 percent of
the total proceeds will go directly to the organization
and a portion of the Growums revenues will be
donated to feeding needy children. JMG and its
nationwide members strive to mentor children in the
importance of gardening. Growums teach children
of all ages how to start and grow healthy vegetables
by giving them the tools they need to get started with
specially-themed garden kits that combine learning
and fun with a unique and exciting online educational
experience to grow vegetables and herbs from seed
to harvest; all with a little help from a colorful cast of
animated herb and vegetable characters!
(http://growums.com)

U CAN Watering
System

The U CAN® Watering
System is now available
in green at a new price of
$19.95, sold exclusively
at their web store. The
U CAN simplifies watering and fertilizing with its
built-in fertilizer container, measuring tools and
reminder date dial. The ergonomic design and rubber
handgrips make carrying and pouring easy. Made in
the USA with recycled plastic.
(http://www.theucanbrand.com)
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Dramm Bypass Loppers

Keep your yard and
landscape beautiful with
the Dramm Lopper. This
lopper is perfect for all
your cutting needs. Easily
cuts branches up to 1.5”
thick. It has lightweight
aluminum handles, chrome
steel blades and a lifetime
guarantee.
(http://www.yardlover.com/dramm-tools)

AHS National Children &
Youth Garden Symposium

Not only is there an art and a science to gardening,
there’s an art and a science to making the plant
world come alive for kids. For those wishing to hone
their skills in this arena, don’t miss the American
Horticultural Society’s 19th annual National Children
& Youth Garden Symposium July 21- 23 in East
Lansing and Grand Rapids, Mich. Featuring a broad
array of workshops, tours and presentations, the
event is designed for teachers, designers, parents —
anyone who works with kids in the garden.
This year’s host gardens are the embodiment
of the symposium’s theme, “Digging into the Art
and Science of Gardening.” On the art side, there
is the Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park
in Grand Rapids, where horticulture is as much of
an art form as the impressive sculpture collection
situated throughout its 132-acre grounds. As for
science, the innovative 4-H Children’s Garden at
Michigan State University in East Lansing has just
about turned teaching its young visitors about the
wonders of plants and gardens into a science. (Call
703.768.5700 ext. 132 or visit www.ahs.org/ncygs.)
quill & Trowel newsletter
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Hot Off The Press
Susan Betz,
Magical Moons &
Seasonal Circles:
Stop-Look-Listen,
Stepping Into
the Circle of the
Seasons, 2 Moon
Press, 250 pages,
$14.99. Available
now. Magical Moons
& Seasonal Circles
follows nature’s annual
cycles according to
Algonquin full moon names, demonstrating how
seasonal weather patterns and climate effect life
cycles and interactions of common native plants,
trees, animals and insects living in our backyards and
local communities. The Algonquin full moon names
assigned to each month provide themes for the
gardening projects, games, crafts and folktales.
Nattie Cronish
and Pat Crocker,
Everyday
Flexitarian: Recipes
for Vegetarians and
Meat Lovers Alike,
Whitecap Books Ltd.,
276 pages, paperback,
$29.95. Available now.
A single recipe can be
made for both vegetarians
and meat eaters, and you
don’t have to go to any
extra trouble. It is estimated that 30 to 40 percent of
the population of the United States and Canada is
flexitarian. But what is a flexitarian? Is it a vegetarian
who occasionally eats meat, or is it a “mindful meat

eater” who occasionally seeks out vegetarian meals?
The answer is they’re both flexitarians. So, how do
you cook for one? With Everyday Flexitarian, Nettie
and Pat will give you recipes that can be easily
adjusted to please every person at your table.

Brenda Dziedzic,
Learn About
Butterflies in the
Garden, Brenda Dziedzic
publisher, 304 pages, more
than 240 color photos of
butterfly eggs, caterpillars,
chrysalises, butterflies and
plants, $19.95. Available
now. Want to have
butterflies in your garden?
Want to learn about the
plants that will attract them?
In this book you will find the
plants needed to attract those winged beauties to
your yard. Also learn about the fascinating life cycles
of some of your favorite butterflies.
Derek Fell, Vertical Gardening: Grow Up,
Not Out, for More
Vegetables and
Flowers in Much
Less Space, Rodale,
384 pages including 48
pages of full color, soft
cover, $23.99. Available
now. Vertical Gardening
features 100 color photos
of the author’s own vertical
methods and showcases
beautiful, trouble-free
perennials, shrubs,
vegetables, annuals and
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fruit perfect for this new, rewarding way to garden.
The book explains how to make gardening easier
and more productive by growing UP instead of OUT.

June Flanagan, Edible
Gardening for Prairie
Gardens: The Best
Fruits, Vegetables
and Herbs, Fifth House

Publishers, 240 pages, fullcolor throughout, $19.95.
Available now. Flanagan features more than
100 edible plants written
specifically for gardeners
who face the challenge of
a short growing season in
the Canadian Prairie and
Northern Great Plains of the United States. Edible
Gardening shows you how to grow an amazing
variety of sweet fruits, tasty vegetables and fragrant
herbs.

Anne Moore,
Houseplants Are
Houseguests:
Tips for Indoor
Garden Success,
Wheatmark, 140 pages,
paperback, $12.95.
Available now. Written
in response to readers’
requests, Houseplants
are Houseguests is a
collection of the best of
“In the Pot,” Anne Moore’s
column that has run for
more than 10 years in
Continued on page 24
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Hot Off The Press

continued

Continued from page 23

the newspapers of the Seacoast Media Group. In
addition to her tips for success at gardening indoors,
the book reflects the writer’s personal approach
to plant care, “think of your plants as people.” Her
advice is simple: “If I can do it, so can you!”

Donald A. Rakow and
Sharon A. Lee, Public
Garden Management,
John Wiley & Sons,
co-published by the
American Public Gardens
Association and sponsored
by Longwood Gardens,
Inc., 400 pages, hardcover,
$80.00. Available now.
Public Garden Management
is a comprehensive
reference book that covers every aspect of
public gardens including their design, facilities,
administration, educational programming, outreach
and research operations from inception to maturity.
It also delves into the history and significance of
these unique institutions, with their living collections,
beautiful landscapes and mix of public programming
and research initiatives.
Diane Ott Whealy,
Gathering: Memoir
of a Seed Saver, Seed
Savers Exchange, 256
pages, 155 illustrations,
hardcover, $25.00. Available
now. Gathering is, at
heart, the story of many
remarkable individuals
— true heroes of the

land, including Merle Van Doren, preserver of the
evocatively named Moon and Stars watermelon;
Dan and Eli Zook, two Amish brothers who lovingly
handcrafted many of SSE’s buildings; and Ole O.
Lomen, aka Apple Lomen, whose 1898 orchard
boasted 100 varieties of the fruit. And, of course, Ott
Whealy herself, whose passion and perseverance
helped what is now a major organization, take root
and flourish.

How Do I Get My Book Listed Here?
It’s simple! Just send detailed information on the
book or calendar that you authored, edited or acted
as main photographer to Editor Carol Ledbetter
(editor@gardenwriters.org) along with a book cover
photo.
If you have any questions, please e-mail Carol or
call her at 703.257.1032.

Garden Writers Association
Foundation Drawings
Make a donation to the GWA Foundation and have your name entered to win
one of these great items! Drawing will take place at the GWA Annual Awards
Banquet in Indianapolis, Ind., on Aug. 29. (You don’t have to be present to win.)

1st prize:

Canon EOS 60D Camera
• DSLR 18.0 Megapixel APS-C
size CMOS sensor
• Variangle 3.0-inch Clear View
Monitor
• HD Video
• High Sensitivity ISO 100-4600
• HDMI output
Camera Sponsored by:
The Dave Tree
Expert Company
(www.davey.com)

2nd prize:

16GB Wi-Fi iPad 2:
• 9.7-inch (diagonal) LEDbacklit glossy widescreen
Multi-Touch display with IPS
technology
• 1024-by-768-pixel resolution
at 132 pixels per inch (ppi)
• Fingerprint-resistant
oleophobic coating
• Back camera: Video
recording
• Up to 10 hours of surfing the web on Wi-Fi,
watching video, or listening to music

Register to win at http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=gwafoundation/fundraiser_11.html
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New Members
Welcome to the following new members who joined the association in May and June 2011

Sue Amatangelo
Home & Garden Showplace
1006 Keim Trail
St. Charles, IL 60174
(O) 630.513.1304
(H) 773.294.1685
sue.amatangelo@truevalue.com
Karen Atkins
Proper Gardens
119 Robin Trail
New Brighton, PA 15066
(O) 724.891.4568
(H) 724.891.4568
propergardens@comcast.net
www.propergardens.com
Lynn Barber
Hillsborough County Extension
5339 County Rd. 579
Seffner, FL 33584
(O) 813.744.5519
(H) 813.655.7848
(F) 813.744.5776
barberL@hillsboroughcounty.org
hillsborough.extension.ufl.edu
Kathryn Bednarz
25 Altamont Ct.
Morristown, NJ 07960
(O) 973.683.1128
(H) 973.683.1128
bkat123@verizon.net
Wade Brown
Grubbycup
10408 River Wood Way
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670
(O) 916.768.4621
(H) 916.638.4805
grubbycup@gmail.com

Dove Coggeshall
1616 N. Taylor St.
Arlington, VA 22207
(O) 703.963.5353
(H) 703.963.5353
dove.coggeshall@gmail.com
Craig Dupee
2434 Stuyvesant Ave.
Trenton, NJ 08618
(O) 609.406.9272
(H) 609.406.9272
hort1014u@aol.com
Angela England
634 E. A St.
Atoka, OK 74525
(O) 580.378.2175
(H) 580.378.2175
ang.england@yahoo.com
plantsbulbs.suite101.com
plantsbulbs.net
Denise Fields
303 W. Nicholai St.
Hicksville, NY 11801
(H) 516.681.3160
defields@verizon.net
Karen Ivanis
3918 Greenwood Ave.
Oakland, CA 94602
(O) 510.387.2250
(H) 510.482.2245
kivanis@yahoo.com
www.plannedenvironments.com
Patricia Larenas
Ecolocalizer
1525 Fordham Way
Mountain View, CA 94040
(O) 650.793.1524

(H) 650.966.8410
urbanartichoke@gmail.com
ecolocalizer.com
urbanartichoke.blogspot.com/
Gloria Lopez
Color Spot Nurseries, Inc.
2575 Olive Hill Rd.
Fallbrook, CA 92028
(O) 760.692.1446
(H) 760.692.1446
glorial@colorspot.com
colorspot.com

Heidi Mortensen
4830 County Rd. 25
Dundee, NY 14837
(O) 845.857.7163
(H) 607.284.4003
heidi_mort@yahoo.com

Penelope Malish
Malish & Pagonis
307 Iona Ave.
Narberth, PA 19072
(O) 610.660.9044
(H) 610.660.9044
(F) 610.660.9044
penelope@malishandpagonis.
com
www.malishandpagonis.com
Matt Mattus
26 Spofford Rd.
Worcester, MA 01607
(O) 401.727.5553
(H) 508.757.1171
mmattus@charter.net
www.growingwithplants.com
Kristen McLain

Kris the Scribbler

2000 State Rd. AA
Festus, MO 63028
(O) 314.856.5747
(H) 435.363.6089
klisaking@gmail.com
kristhescribbler.com

Tracy Morris
205 N. 40th St.
Fort Smith, AR 72903
(O) 479.420.6382
(H) 479.420.6382
tracy@godsey-family.com
http://www.tracysmorris.com
http://www.edenscontainer.com

Pam Penick
4503 Mountain Path Dr.
Austin, TX 78759
(O) 512.431.6165
(H) 512.431.6165
pam@penick.net
www.penicklandscapedesign.
com
www.penick.net/digging
Betsy Pinover-Schiff
Betsy Pinover Photography Inc.
160 East 65 St.
New York, NY 10065
(O) 212.879.8948
(H) 212.879.8948
betsyps1@gmail.com
www.betsysphotos.com
Richard Pontz
The Lawn & Garden
Performance Group
4440 East Ficus Way
Gilbert, AZ 85298
(O) 480.840.6023
(H) 602.549.6752
(F) 480.840.6028
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rick@LGPG.com
www.LGPG.com
Terra-Nova Sadowski
The American Horticultural
Society
3040 North Harrison St.
Arlington, VA 22207
(O) 703.768.5700 ext. 117
(H) 207.323.1001
terranovasadowski@gmail.com
Patricia Sarikelle
133 Scenic View
Copley, OH 44321
(H) 330.666.9097
psarikelle@hotmail.com
Lorraine Sawicki
Calyxia Design
5531 28th Ave. NE
Seattle, WA 98105
(O) 862.849.7167
(H) 862.849.7167
lorraine@calyxiadesign.com
www.calyxiadesign.com
www.breadandbuttercups.com
Elizabeth Scholl
288 Raymond St.
Hillsdale, NJ 07642
(O) 201.803.8896
(H) 201.722.0316
ejscholl@verizon.net
Dale Skaggs
Dixon Gallery & Gardens
4339 Park Ave.
Memphis, TN 38117
(O) 901.312.1249
(H) 901.386.6139
(F) 901.767.9635
dskaggs@dixon.org
www.dixon.org

Susan Speichert
8050 N. Fox Hollow Rd.
Bloomington, IN 47408
(O) 812.935.6838
(H) 812.935.6838
suespeichert@aol.com

Allied Members
BBB Seed
Kristie Nackord
6595 Odell Place, Unit G
Boulder, CO 80301
(O) 303.530.1222
kristie@bbbseed.com
www.bbbseed.com
Natural Industries, Inc.
Boomer Cardinal
6223 Theall Rd.
Houston, TX 77066
(O) 888.216.4731
(H) 281.580.4163
janetp@naturalindustries.com
Southern Exposure Seed
Exchange
Ira Wallace
P.O. Box 460
Mineral, VA 23117
(O) 540.894.9480
(H) 540.894.1470
(F) 540.894.9481
ira@southernexposure.com
www.southernexposure.com
Southern Exposure Seed
Exchange
Pam Dawling
P. O. Box 460
Mineral, VA 23117
(O) 540.894.5126
(F) 540.894.4112
Pam@twinoaks.org
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Dates & Events
JUNE 23-25

The Herb Society of America’s Educational
Conference and Annual Meeting, The Wyndham
Grand Hotel, Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, Pa.
(http://www.herbsociety.org/events/conference.html)

JUNE 24-26

16th Annual Newport Flower Show, Newport, R.I.
“Entertaining — Newport Style” will be held on the
grounds of Rosecliff, which hosted some of the most
fabulous parties of the Gilded Age in the early 20th
century and remains a setting for elegant receptions
and entertainment to this day. (401.847.1000 or
www.NewportFlowerShow.org)

JULY 9-12

OFA (The Association of Horticulture Professionals)
Short Course, Greater Columbus Convention Center,
Columbus, Ohio. Get a global perspective on the
business of color. (www.ofa.org)

JULY 15

14th Annual Woody Plant Conference, Scott
Arboretum of Swarthmore College, Swarthmore, Pa.,
8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Co-sponsored by Chanticleer,
Longwood Gardens, The Morris Arboretum of the
Univ. of Pennsylvania, The Pennsylvania Horticultural
Society, The Scott Arboretum of Swarthmore
College and Tyler Arboretum. Speakers and topics
include: Scott McMahan, “Floral Fusion: A Blend of
New Discoveries and Cultivars;” Michael J. Raupp,
“Building Diversity, Sustainability and Ecosystem
Services in Residential Gardens;” and Peter Del
Tredici, “Wild Urban Plants.”

(www.woodyplantconference.org or contact
Longwood Gardens at 610.388.1000 x 507)

through in the trial gardens.
(http://www.all-americaselections.org)

JULY 18-23

August 25-27

Perennial Plant Symposium, Hyatt Regency Hotel,
Atlanta, Ga. (http://www.perennialplant.org)

JULY 21-23

American Horticultural Society’s National Children
& Youth Garden Symposium: “Digging into the Art
and Science of Gardening,” East Lansing and Grand
Rapids, Mich. Hosted by 4-H Children’s Garden
at Michigan State University and Frederik Meijer
Gardens & Sculpture Park.
(http://www.ahs.org/ncygs)

Farwest Show, produced by the Oregon Association
of Nurseries), Oregon Convention Center, Portland,
Ore. Features include a new varieties showcase and
a new products showcase.
(http://www.farwestshow.com)

August 26-29

Garden Writers Association Annual Symposium,
Hyatt Regency Indianapolis, Indianapolis, Ind.
(http://www.gardenwriters.org)

September 28-29

JULY 30-31

Native Orchid Conference, Mt. Cuba Center,
Hockessin, Del. This annual event brings together
orchid enthusiasts and experts from all over the world
to share their passion for these graceful and elegant
beauties. (http://www.mtcubacenter.org/education/
symposiums/2011-native-orchid-conference/)

August 2-4

Penn Atlantic Nursery Trade Show (PANTS), Greater
Philadelphia Expo Center, Oaks, Pa..
(http://www.pantsshow.com)

AUGUST 9-11

All-America Selections (AAS) Summer Meeting,
Hyatt Regency Monterey, Monterey Bay, Calif. Learn
more about All-America Selections and what’s in their
plans for the future. Learn about the rigorous process
that each bedding, flower and vegetable entry goes
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CANWEST Hort Show, Vancouver Convention
Centre, Vancouver, BC, Canada. Theme: “The Wild
West” (http://www.canwesthortshow.com/)

OCTOBER 19-20

Expo 2011, Toronto Congress Centre, North Building,
Toronto, Ontario, Canada. Sponsored by Landscape
Ontario Horticultural Trades Association. Expo is
the fall buying show for the green industry — aimed
at garden centers and designers. Focus is on new
products, trends and display/design.
(www.loexpo.ca)

OCTOBER 6-8

AIB Symposium & Awards, Doubletree Hotel Crystal
City, Arlington, Va.
(http://www.americainbloom.org/Symposium-andAwards/Why-You-Should-Attend.aspx)
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