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GWA Media Awards
2012 Call 
for Entries
submit your original work 
from 2011. only works 
originally published and 
copyrighted in north 
America are eligible.
 Don’t miss this opportu-
nity to receive the recognition your work deserves!

writing, Photography, Graphic Design, Magazines, 
newsletter, Catalogs, and so much more

early Rate deadline: 

Postmark before Jan. 1
Final deadline: postmark by Jan. 31

entry form and guidelines available online:
2012 GWA Media Awards Entry Form

Sustainability

Growers Positioned to Be On Cutting 
Edge of Sustainability Efforts
By MArciA TATe

Balancing environmental, social and financial 
responsibility in our changing world is an ongoing 
challenge facing the garden industry. The 
question for many businesses is whether it’s 
possible to become part of the solution in a way 
that doesn’t hurt their bottom line. Growers and 
seed purveyors who distribute their products to a 
broad customer base are in a position to make a 
big difference through the choices they make in 
planning and managing their operations.
 when Alan shapiro bought 15 acres of land in 
Gainesville, Fla., for his nursery in 1981 he wanted 
to incorporate sustainable practices right from the 
start. Faced with selecting paving materials for 
nursery roads, he chose limestone — quarried 
nearby — instead of asphalt, an oil-based product. 

“As we grew larger, we were constantly faced with 
these choices, and we always chose the more 
earth-friendly alternatives,” said shapiro. Today, 
shapiro’s nursery, Grandiflora, encompasses 
100 acres and continues to seek innovative and 
creative ways to protect the environment.
 one important aspect of sustainable nursery 
practices is educating the employees. Grandiflora 
not only participates in the progressive local 
municipal recycling system, but the employees are 
encouraged to recycle or repurpose everything 
used on the property. This holds true for the 
customers, too. Concerned about the quantity 
of containers produced by the industry, shapiro 
developed a program that allows customers 
to return pots for credit toward future plant 
purchases. He also encourages local tree 

http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=awards/index.html
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 ed snodgrass is president and founder of 
emory Knoll Farms, inc. and Green roof Plants 
in street, Md. it is north America’s first nursery 
specializing in plants for green roofs. snodgrass 
made sustainability a part of the company’s 
original business plan. in putting it together, he 
was influenced by “The Natural Step Framework,” 
an organizational model that has helped 
groups around the world integrate sustainable 
development into their strategic planning and 
create long-lasting, transformative change.
 snodgrass’ commitment to sustainability is 
evident at emory Knoll Farms, which now uses 
all renewable energy. Most of the electricity is 
generated by wind power; the rest is produced 
from the company’s own solar panels. recycled 
vegetable oil is used to heat offices and 
greenhouses.

 Despite the challenges sustainability efforts 
pose, the sustainable gardening movement is also 
producing exciting new products and opportunities. 
“The concept of our ‘carbon footprint’ was barely 
understood five years ago,” noted Rose Marie 
nichols-Mcgee. “now we see green roofs 
and green walls on government buildings. rain 
gardens for wet areas and xeriscaping for drought 
have gone mainstream. People are increasingly 
interested in native plants to attract pollinators 
and as habitats for birds and other wildlife.”  Alan 
shapiro added, “The number one trend we’re 

companies to drop wood chips and other organic 
waste from tree trimming at the nursery, which 
he uses as mulch, mainly for weed control. This 
cooperative effort has other benefits: it eliminates 
contractors’ dumping costs, prevents debris from 
being hauled to a landfill, reduces the use of 
herbicides and helps build good soil.
 nichols Garden nursery, located in oregon’s 
willamette Valley, is a family operated business 
which has served home gardeners for more 
than 60 years. owner Rose Marie nichols-
Mcgee, daughter of the company founder, says 
that their nursery’s purpose from its inception has 
been to bring people closer to nature through 
gardening.
 nichols has a long-standing commitment to 
the environment. An original signer of the safe 
seed Pledge, the nursery offers no genetically 
modified seeds or plants and has discontinued 
purchasing seed from major developers of 
genetically modified seeds. In an effort to save 
paper, the company made the decision to 
stop printing its catalog and has moved to an 
exclusively web-based version for 2012.
 north Creek nurseries in landenberg, 
Pa., aims to be a leader in the development of 
sustainable horticultural systems. According to 
general manager Tim McGinty, the company’s 
goals include “to be good stewards of the land, 
of our watershed and also to get customers 
stimulated to take some of these initiatives in their 
own part of the world.” A wholesale grower of 
native plants, north Creek also provides planting 
solutions for ecological projects including storm 
water management, soil stabilization, landscape 
restoration and habitat establishment.
 one example of north Creek’s commitment 
to sustainability is its adoption of a fully integrated 
approach to pest management (iPM). “we scout, 
we monitor and when we do choose pesticides, 
we’ll look to use a biological first. we’re moving 
now into beneficials, and we’re seeing a real 
savings in our pesticides bill,” said McGinty.

seeing now is edible landscaping. Breeders who 
never would have thought of growing anything but 
ornamentals are breeding new kinds of kiwis and 
strawberries with pink flowers.” Compact tomato 
plants produce beautiful, giant cherry tomatoes, 
dwarf blueberries can be used as ornamentals 
instead of typical annuals; thornless blackberries 
and rainbow colored peppers are inspiring a whole 
new generation of gardeners to feed themselves 
— and even donate food to the needy.
 will we be able to continue meeting our 
present requirements without compromising 
future needs? According to many of the people 
interviewed for this article, it all comes down to 
balance. “i think it’s really important for people 
to look at the science behind some of the new 
technologies,” said Tim McGinty. one way to do 
this is through cooperative industry efforts, such 
as the sustainable sites initiative, which provides 
guidelines and performance benchmarks for 
choosing sustainable materials and techniques. 
These guiding principles advise caution in 
making decisions and continuously re-evaluating 
our assumptions and values. By fostering 
environmental stewardship in our own gardens 
and businesses now, we can help ensure the 
continued well-being for all life on this planet.
 Find more innovative sustainable ideas 
at: www.grandiflora.pro/ (Grandiflora); www.
nicholsgardennursery.com (nichols Garden 
nursery); www.northcreeknurseries.com (north 
Creek nurseries); www.greenroofplants.com  
(emory Knoll Farms and Green roof Plants) 
www.naturalstep.org (The natural step); www.
sustainablesites.org (sustainable sites initiative).

Marcia Tate is a photographer, writer and garden 
coach who specializes in native plants and sus-
tainable gardening. Her photography has appeared in 
juried exhibits, national magazines and is displayed 
in numerous private and public collections.  Marcia is 
a popular speaker and workshop leader at regional 
gardens, industry conferences and garden clubs. 
(www.marciatate.com)

Continued from page 1
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even though clichés 
have worked their 
way into our everyday 
vernacular, there is 
something useful 
about the way they 
sum up collective 
ideas. sometimes 
these sentiments 
are universal, like 
“thinking outside the 
box,” which i actually 
prefer to the phrase 
that made me want to 
weep when i heard it, 
over and over again 

while interviewing Ceos back in my 1990s business 
journalist day: Paradigm shift. Thank goodness that 
close-to-meaningless term has disappeared from our 
vocabularies.
 But there are some clever phrases worth 
borrowing. My friend, stephanie, motivates the 
slackers in her life by saying: “put wheels on it,” 
which immediately conjures the image of momentum. 
when i’m stuck in neutral i can picture her wagging 
finger urging me to move forward. Since we attended 
a Methodist college together, it’s no surprise to hear 
modern-day theology in another one of stephanie’s 
phrases: “The good lord wants you to pray,” steph 
likes to tell me, “but He also wants you to keep 
rowing the boat.” 
 when i am mired in self-doubt or confusion, i 
like to remember myself as i was in college, the last 
rower in the eight-person crew shell. i didn’t have to 
know where i was going, because a coxswain was 
up in front, steering. Maybe now that coxswain is the 
universe guiding us (or our own sweat equity turning 
the intangible into a reality). i need to recall this 
admonition when i face any hurdle, be it coping with 
writer’s block or receiving story pitch rejections. Keep 
on rowing. It doesn’t always work, but it’s definitely 

Continued on page 3
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President’s Message
better than inertia. 
 if you’re sick of my trite “isms”, make up one 
of your own. it could be something that only makes 
sense to you and your inner circle. For example, 
when i interviewed members Rebecca sweet 
and susan Morrison, coauthors of Garden Up!, 
they confided about a pet phrase called: “Beer Can 
Chicken,” which is said when one of them has an 
aha moment. Apparently, these colleagues utter it in 
admiration for the guy who made millions marketing 
a single idea that involved stuffing a beer can into 
a whole chicken that’s then grilled. Crazy as it 
sounds, I find it inspiring that Susan and Rebecca 
are out there, trolling for their own million-dollar 
idea. whenever i see fellow GwAers pursuing their 
dreams, it only makes me want to up my own game 
and refocus my efforts in a similar way.
 rather than a cliché, i like having a personal 
mission statement, although the closest i ever 
came to one is “where architecture and horticulture 
intersect,” which i use to describe my subject matter 
as a reporter and writer. 
 As i write this message, i’m readying for the 
GwA long-range Planning Task Force meeting. 
Chaired by Linda askey and guided by Julie 
Benezet, our phenomenal independent facilitator, 10 
of your fellow GwA members gathered the weekend 
before Thanksgiving to brainstorm, evaluate, dream 
and think big. we considered and reconsidered our 
organization’s Vision and Mission statement, as 
well as our strategic objectives and operational 
Goals and will make recommendations to the GwA 
Board for the direction we’ll take during the next 
three years. i promise you we won’t use any clichés, 
but we will strive for clarity and confidence in the 
recommendations we make.
 stay tuned for an update. in the meantime, keep 
on rowing.

   Debra Prinzing
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marble craftsmanship, carpet weaving, gem cutting 
and polishing, and an elephant ride. Contact: 
Donna Dawson (donna@ICanGarden.com; 
www.gardeningtours.com)

Europe

england – May 22-30
The 2012 rHs Chelsea Flower show will be the 
90th show to be held on the grounds of the royal 
Hospital and the “rHs Chelsea Flower show” is 
the lasting title of an exhibition with a history of over 
140 years. You will visit upton Grey, west Green 
House, Barnsley House, Abbey House Gardens and 
stonehenge. A full day at the Chelsea Flower show. 
Contact: Donna Dawson (donna@ICanGarden.com; 
www.gardeningtours.com)

england/netherlands/France – May 17-28
Please get in touch for further details and 
communicate with us if you are interested in leading 
a cruise to gardens for garden writers, gardeners or 
garden photographers. A group will travel with you 
consistently, using our knowledge, support and tour 
operation expertise. Visits would include Floriade, 
Keukenhof, Chelsea Flower show and Monet’s 
gardens at Giverny. Contact: Annabella 
Fitch Hutton, The British Connection inc.  
(annabella@thebritishconnection.com, 
www.thebritishconnection.com or 404.373.1420)

england/Lakeland gardens – May 23-31
enjoy the Chelsea Flower show and the lakeland 
gardens tour. Contact: Annabella Fitch Hutton, 
The British Connection inc. (annabella@
thebritishconnection.com, www.thebritishconnection.
com or 404.373.1420)

2012 Garden Tours

diReCTORs

RegiOn i

ellen Zachos (2013 n)
 Acme Plant stuff
C.l. Fornari (2011 r)
 The Garden lady
sabine stezenbach (2012 r)   
 Freelance

RegiOn ii

steve Maurer (2014 n)
 nemours Museum  
   & Gardens  
Dan Benarcik (2012 r)
 Chanticleer Foundation
Denise schreiber (2013 r)
 Allegheny County Parks Dept.

RegiOn iii

Jo ellen Meyers sharp (2013 n)
 write for You!
Christine Kelleher (2012 r)
 Aris Horticultural services
Maria Zampini (2013 r)
 lake County new Plants
 
RegiOn iV

linda Askey (2012 n)
 new leaves
Carol Brouwer (2012 r)
 Freelance
Barbara wise (2013 r)
 southern land Company

OFFiCeRs

RegiOn V

Melinda Myers (2013 n)
 Freelance
linda nitchman (2012 r)
 Freelance
Amy McDowell (2013 r)
 Freelance

RegiOn Vi

nan sterman (2014 n)
  Plant soup, inc.
Ginger Aarons-Garrison (2013 r)
 Time Travel Tours
Pat Munts (2012 r)
 spokesman review

RegiOn Vii

Veronica sliva (2012 n)
 sliva Communications
Ken Brown (2013 r)
 www.gardening-enjoyed.com
Kathy wood (2012 r)
 Beyond the Garden Gate

seCReTaRy  

Becky Heath 
 Brent & Becky’s Bulbs
pasT pResidenT  

Janel leatherman
 Zinnia Productions

2011-12 GWA
BoArd of directors

Continued on page 5

n = nATionAl DireCTor  

R = reGionAl DireCTor

pResidenT  

Debra Prinzing 
 Freelance
ViCe pResidenT 

larry Hodgson 
 HortiCom, inc.
TReasUReR 

Kirk Brown 
 Joanne Kostecky Garden Design

Africa
Morocco – May 8-17
Morocco, with its palaces 
and monuments, its history 
and passions, is a country 
you will fall in love with. 
in the cities of rabat 
and Casablanca, French 
post-colonial influence is 
dominant. rabat is also 
markedly modern in its 
european grid, but also 
contains some of the finest 
historical monuments in 
Morocco dating from the 
Almohad and Marinid 
dynasties. Casablanca’s main attraction is its unique 
colonial landmarks in the city center, a French 
idealization of traditional Moroccan style. Contact: 
Donna Dawson (donna@ICanGarden.com; 
www.gardeningtours.com)

south africa – Oct. 3-16
enjoy Brenthurst Gardens, Pretoria 
national Botanical Garden, God’s 
window, Blyde river Canyon, 
Kapama river lodge, swazi 
Candle Factory, Zululand, Durban 

Botanical Gardens and much more. Contact: 
Donna Dawson (donna@ICanGarden.com; 
www.gardeningtours.com)

Asia
india – Mar. 14-26
This northern india garden tour will start in Delhi and 
you will visit Agra, Bharatpur, Jaipur, Jodhpur, and 
udaipur. You will see demonstrations of 

mailto:donna@ICanGarden.com
http://www.gardeningtours.com
mailto:donna@ICanGarden.com
http://www.gardeningtours.com
mailto:annabella@thebritishconnection.com
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mailto:annabella@thebritishconnection.com
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Holland/Belgium – May 4-13
Floriade world Horticultural expo celebrates culture, 
horticulture and nature. Join host nan sterman in 
Holland and Belgium on this special tour designed 
for garden lovers, garden designers, horticulturists, 
florists and green industry professionals. Presented 
by Celia Levy, affiliate of Worldview Travel (CLevy@
San.rr.com or 858.455.7770). nan sterman, Plant 
south, inc. (NSterman@PlantSoup.com)

Holland/Belgium – august 3-12
The British Connection inc. is offering a bulb 
and flower tour to the Floriade with a well-known 
welsh photographer. Contact: Annabella Fitch 
Hutton, The British Connection inc. (annabella@
thebritishconnection.com or 404.373.1420)

italy, Tuscan Treasures – June 4-12
enjoy a tour of siena including the Cattedrale di 
santa Maria, Contrada nobile Dell‘oca, Castello 
di Celsa, Villa la Foce, Villa la Petraia, lucca 
Botanical Gardens, Villa Pfanner Gardens and 
much more. Contact: Donna Dawson (donna@
ICanGarden.com; www.gardeningtours.com)
 
ireland – May 28–June 7
Ginger Aarons Garrison of Time Travel will lead a tour 
with KXl radio Host Mike Darcy of “in the Garden 
with Mike Darcy.” Come join a great tour of public 
and private gardens, meet celebrity garden guru 
Helen Dillon, visiting a cooking school with Celebrity 
Chef Paul Flynn and participate in a DiY gardening 
day at lismore Castle as well as the lismore opera 
Festival. (www.timetraveltours.com)

The netherlands – april 18-29
George weigel (www.
georgeweigel.net) is 
leading a sixth year of 
garden-themed trips 
through lowee’s Group 
from Harrisburg, Pa., 

featuring a 12-day trip to the netherlands to see the 
Floriade show. stops include Keukenhof Gardens, a 
tour of Amsterdam private gardens, several botanical 
gardens and a tour of a working Dutch bulb farm. 
(http://georgeweigel.net/georges-talks-and-trips)

The netherlands – april 19-27
Floriade 2012 — world Horticultural expo Garden 
Tour including Keukenhof. You will have a full day 
at Keukenhoff and at Floriade. You will also visit 
Bloememarkt. Contact: Donna Dawson 
(donna@ICanGarden.com; www.gardeningtours.com)

paris – July 21–aug. 1
Marty wingate will lead a 10-day tour of Paris, the 
loire Valley, Brittany and normandy. stops include 
the garden festival at Chaumont-sur-loire, Giverny 
and a personalized tour of the D-Day beaches. 
(www.martywingate.com)

spain – Oct. 26–nov. 5
enjoy the Andalusian heritage and gardens of seville, 
Cordoba and Granada with American Horticultural 
society (AHs) host Katy Moss warner and tour 
escort susie orso of specialtours. while the great 
Alhambra gardens of Granada and the Alcazar 
gardens of seville are justly famous, there are many 
special, lesser-known gardens also worth visiting. 
From Belle-epoque fantasy to cliff-top modernist, you 
will discover a diversity of styles in this memorable 
tour of southern spain. Contact AHs travel partner: 
Macnair Travel (ahs@macnairtravel.com or 
866.627.6621).

sweden – June 26-July 6
Join American Horticultural society (AHs) host 
John Floyd and tour escort Antonia lloyd owen of 
specialtours to enjoy the beautiful natural landscape 
and unpretentious gardens of sweden. You will 
journey from uppsala — home of botanist Carl 
linnaeus — to stockholm, Gothenburg, and lund, 
taking in the formal gardens of historic castles as well 
as a variety of contemporary gardens. Contact AHs 

travel partner: Macnair Travel (ahs@macnairtravel.
com or 866.627.6621).

sweden & denmark – July 19-30
Garden tour in sweden with optional rail and boat 
extensions in norway. optional extension rail and 
ferry three days, July 30-Aug. 2 plus fjord boat 
journey. Visit specially selected private and public 
gardens in the company of Garden Vistas Tour 
host and leader Professor Allan Armitage and a 
like-minded group of gardening people. Contact: 
Annabella Fitch Hutton, The British Connection 
inc. (annabella@thebritishconnection.com, www.
thebritishconnection.com or 404.373.1420)
 

United States

san diego County, Calif. — March 21-25
Join with American Horticultural society (AHs) 
host evelyn Alemanni on this tour of exciting public 
landscapes and spectacular private gardens during 
one of the most colorful months in southern coastal 
California. You will stay at the historic inn at rancho 
santa Fe in the foothills of northern san Diego 
County. Trip highlights include a sneak preview of 
new plants being introduced to the horticultural trade 
at the California spring Trials; a stop at the world-

Continued from page 4
Photo by Evelyn Alem

anni

The Flower Fields.

Continued on page 6
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famous Flower Fields to view a stunning display of 
ranunculus; and a private tour of both the san Diego 
Zoo safari Park and the san Diego Botanic Garden. 
Contact AHs travel partner: Macnair Travel (ahs@
macnairtravel.com or 866.627.6621).

California – July 21
Common Ground’s 6th Annual edible landscaping 
Tour will be held 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. A self-

Continued from page 5

Call, GWA Honors 
Nominations 2012
Members can recognize the achievements of their 
peers with a 2011 Honors nomination. To honor 
individuals who have made a significant contribution 
to the GwA objectives, please complete the 
nomination form available online. The choices for 
Honors this year are as follows:

•	Fellow: A member in good standing who has 
demonstrated exceptionally high degrees of 
skill, professional ethics and dedication to GwA 
objectives.

•	Honorary	Member: A non-member who has 
contributed measurably to GwA objectives through 
professional or avocational activities, but is not 
otherwise qualified for GWA membership.

•	Hall	of	Fame: Membership in the Hall of 
Fame is the highest honor GwA can bestow on 
a person whose life and career has materially 
affected and advanced the objectives of GwA.

•	The	Wilfred	J.	Jung	Distinguished	
service Medal is awarded to an Allied 
Trade member of the GwA who has contributed 
significantly to the promotion of home gardening 
and garden communications.

To preserve the status of existing honors, only one 
person may be elected to the Hall of Fame, one to 
Honorary Membership and up to two as Fellows each 
year. Previous winners of all of these awards are 
listed in the GwA Membership Directory and on the 
Association’s website (http://www.gardenwriters.org).

Visit the following web page to complete the Honors 
nomination Form: http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.
php?p=awards/nominationform.html

guided tour of 10 gardens in the Palo Alto, Menlo 
Park and Mountain View, Calif., areas. Come 
be inspired by these home gardeners who 
landscape with sustainable practices in attractive 
and creatively designed gardens. $35/person 
benefits Common Ground Organic Garden Supply 
and Education Center, a non-profit organization. 
(http://www.commongroundinpaloalto.org/
ediblelandscapingtour.htm)

Final Call for Presentations
2012 GWA Symposium

Submission Deadline: Dec. 21, 2011

The Annual symposium Committee is accepting 
presentation submissions from prospective speak-
ers for the 2012 symposium held oct. 12-15 at the 
westin la Paloma resort & spa in Tucson, Ariz.

submission deadline: 
wed., dec. 21, 2011

speaker compensation guidelines are posted on 
the GwA website: http://www.gardenwriters.org/
gwa.php?p=meetings/call_for_speakers.html. All 
proposals must be submitted by the party who will 
be speaking.

The committee will select presenters based on: 
(1) core competency topics; (2) interval between 

last topic presentation; (3) theme/panel possibili-
ties; (4) symposium adaptation; and (5) speaker 
qualification (including professional experience 
in the proposed topic and presentation style). 
in the pursuit of topics that educate and inspire 
GwA members, symposium presentations will be 
selected in the following categories:

•	Horticulture/Plants/Gardening
•	Writing,	Photography	&	Profes-

sional development
•	Technology	&	New	Media

To submit a presentation proposal, visit Final Call 
for Presentations to submit your proposal.
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even though i still have new 
blooms on my roses, i am 
not out in the garden much 
these days. December is 
always a very busy time for 
GWA, and the office is in a 
foot race to complete year-
end tasks and ready new 
program proposals for the 
January Board meeting. 
       The long-range 
Planning Task Force was 

the first priority of our new administration under 
President debra prinzing. The task force is 
chaired by Linda askey with nine other members 
chosen from the membership-at-large, representing 
multiple media channels, ages, gender, geography 
and membership experience. From multiple 
candidates recommended by various sources, the 
executive committee chose Julie Benezet of the 
Business Growth Consulting Company in seattle, 
wash., to lead the long range planning process based 
on her experience with nonprofits and corporations 
such as Microsoft.
 under Julie’s direction, the task force developed 
a member survey to update where we are as a 
membership organization. information from that 
survey will be presented in the February Q&T. Julie 
also conducted a series of interviews with task force 
members and other individuals who were chosen for 
their invaluable input about the Association.
 All this information was brought together in a 
special planning retreat that was held in seattle the 
weekend before Thanksgiving. Task force members 
from across the country spent two days debating key 
issues and outlining new goals and objectives for the 
Association for the next five years. The final draft of 
that report will be presented to the Board of Directors 
at our January meeting. 
 A great many new ideas will be brought forward 
to help make the Garden writers Association the 
essential hub of the gardening media world. we owe 
a debt of gratitude to the task force members and all 
the membership survey participants and individuals 

Helping Us Grow

executive director’s report

robert C. laGasse 
executive Director

Three New Members
Jo ellen sharp

Two New Members
stephanie Cohen
Jim long
Carol Michel

One New Member
Clint Albin
John Bagnasco
liz Ball
Cathy wilkinson Barash
Kylee Baumle
Dan Benarcik
Georgene Bramlage
Marie Butler
Carol Cichorski

Dan Clost
susan Cohan
sharon Collman
Patty Craft
rosalind Creasy
Kathy Cropp
Gloria Day
Dorothy Dobbie
rosemary Dobson
Cheryl Dorschner
ronald elardo
David ellis
Theresa Forte
Carol Gardner
Deborah Patton
Katie elzer-Peters
Karolyn Fournier
robin Haglund

Christa Hanson
Dawn Hummel
randy Hunter
Debbie lonnee
Jeff lowenfels
ed lyons
John Markowski
Adriana Martinez
Mary Fran Mcquade
shannon Molnar
Ann Murphy
Jennifer nelis
Viveka neveln
Diane ott whealy
Debra Prinzing
Carol reese
Bruce riggs
Debbie robertson

Paul rodman
ron rossini
Felder rushing
Dawn sherwood
Veronica sliva
Amy stewart
russell studebaker
nancy szerlag
Dick Tracy
steve Trusty
Carolyn ulrich
Jean Ann Van Krevelen
william welch
Deb wiley
Betsy williams
Michael Yocina
Paul Zammit

interviewed who made this process such an exciting 
look into the future of the GwA.
 Also launched after the symposium was the 
new sustainability Task Force headed by Lois de 
Vries. This working group has expanded to 19 people 
representing a variety of ideas and concepts on how 
sustainability can be addressed by the GwA. we want 
to thank all the members who participated in the recent 
sustainability survey that is now being utilized by the 
task force to create its proposal for goals and objectives 
to be reviewed at the January board meeting.
 working in coordination with the sustainability 
Task Force, the Gardening Trends Committee of 
the GwA Foundation, headed by Judy Lowe, just 
developed a national consumer survey on sustainable 
gardening. A national telephone poll will be conducted 
the week of Dec. 5. look for GwAF’s report of the 
results in early January.
 GwA Media Awards entries are now being 
accepted through Jan. 31. For information on 
categories and entry procedures for printed and/or 
electronic works published in 2011, visit our website at 
http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=awards/
details.html.

 The new GWA Clippings e-newsletter has been 
very popular and brings both media industry news 
and special GwA announcements to all members 
every week. This information channel has become a 
major tool in getting information to members, and we 
encourage all members to review their weekly issues 
with that in mind.

Happy Holidays
we want to take this opportunity to again thank all 
our members for their continued support and active 
participation in GwA programs. it has been an 
amazing year of new and renewed programs with our 
training guides, podcasts, e-newsletter, online Q&T, 
and more. even more is coming for 2012, and we 
hope we have earned your ongoing support for the 
coming year.
 As always, contact the GWA office if you need 
anything, but as we do each year, the office will 
be closed from dec. 23 to Jan. 3. Have a great 
holiday season, and we wish all members, and their 
families, the very best for the new Year.

http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=awards/details.html
http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=awards/details.html
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The following regional meetings are scheduled for 2012. Additional information will be posted online 
at www.gardenwriters.org and in future issues of  the Quill & Trowel newsletter.

regional Meetings

region 1

region 2

Connect Meeting:

Tuesday, January 31
12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.

plant-O-Rama
Brooklyn Botanic garden

1000 washington ave., Brooklyn, n.y.

Keynote speaker: Michael dirr

Details will be available soon. 
contact: Sabine Stezenbach (sstezen@gmx.net)

Friday, February 3
 8:45 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
new england grows!

Boston Convention & exhibition Center
415 summer st., Rm. 252 east

Boston, Mass.

Registration fee (by Jan. 13): $35/person
(gwa member/spouse); 

after Jan. 13: $45/person 
non-member fee (by Jan. 13): $45/person

after Jan. 13: $55/person
Registration deadline: Jan. 20

pitch perfect with Mary-Kate Mackey
what makes a winning pitch? words sell — whether 
you’re a designer, photographer, writer or speaker. 
Your selling job can be easier with a writing structure 
that allows you to simply plug in your ideas each time 
you make a proposal. Mary-Kate’s step-by-step work-
shop will take you from an abstract idea to a market-
able presentation.

(Note: Do not register or pay for the trade show 
before signing up with GWA. After paying for the 
regional meeting you will be given a code for free 
registration to the trade show.)

contact: c.L. Fornari 
(508.428.5895; clfornari@yahoo.com)

This meeting is being sponsored by generous 
donations from Gardener’s Supply Company.

Product donations for swag bags by:
Pleasant View Gardens

Storey Publishing
Natural industries/Actinovate

information: http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.
php?p=meetings/region1_2_3.html

Optional Connect Meeting
Thursday, February 2

if you’re coming to Boston the evening before 
and would like to meet up with fellow GWA 
people for drinks/eats/networking, contact c.L. 
Fornari.

Friday, March 23
writer’s workshop 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
asbury United Methodist Church

1533 springhouse Rd.
allentown, pa   

“The internet: a Writer’s Best Friend”   

As the internet transforms the publishing industry, 
savvy writers rule. daniel gasteiger explores 
with you how the publishing industry has all but shut 
out unpublished writers, and he explains how the 
internet provides unprecedented opportunity for both 
aspiring writers and published authors to succeed. 
(www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/
region2_3_23.html)

Friday, May 25
“The dupont Cultural Legacy”

nemours Mansion and gardens
(850 Alapocas Dr., Wilmington, Del.)

Longwood gardens 
(1001 Longwood rd., Kennett Square, Pa.)

early morning photo shoot of the “lost Gardens of 
wilmington.”  Tour of the nemours Mansion and 
Gardens.
 lunch and business meeting at longwood 
Gardens. Programs at longwood Gardens will 
include a choice of the “sustainability” tour including 
the recycling program and new solar farm, the 
historic restoration of the pipe organ and an 
introduction to the student-designed garden program.
 The green raffle and GWA-famous trunk show 
will be held in the longwood Gardens parking lot at 
the end of the day. Bring something to share with 
the group and make certain that you have your raffle 
ticket!

Regional Meeting:

http://www.gardeners.com
http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/region1_2_3.html
http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/region1_2_3.html
http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/region2_3_23.html
http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/region2_3_23.html
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Photographers corner

Value Your Work, or No One Else Will

By JANeT LOuGhrey

A garden photographer recently contacted fellow 
GwA members about a contract he was asked to 
sign for the use of one of his images. The client was 
asking for perpetual and third-party rights for a fee of 
$150.00. This seasoned professional was dismayed 
at being asked that his image be used in an open-
ended way for very little compensation.
 in the past, a standard agreement consisted of 
the licensing of an image or multiple images for one-
time use. Most contracts were straightforward, and 
were no more than a page. nowadays, publishing 
contracts are often pages long and filled with 

Continued on page 10

This image of the purple Haze Lavender Farm in sequim, 
wash., was shot for a book on lavender to be published by 
Timber press.

Photo by Janet Loughrey

vague and hard-to-understand legal jargon. Terms 
have come to include multiple use, perpetual, non-
exclusive, unlimited, third-party rights, worldwide, 
buy-out, all rights, etc., even going so far as to 
include such absurd language as “in perpetuity 
throughout the entire universe.” in most cases, these 
additional demands are made for the same or less 
monetary compensation, and only benefit the buyer 
at the expense of the creator.
 stock photo rates have remained stagnant or 
decreased over the past decade or two. Factoring 
for inflation, photographers are making considerably 
less than they used to. This shift has occurred in 
part because of the proliferation of cheap downloads 
conveniently available on the internet. Combine 
this with a glut of amateur shooters with little or no 
business savvy, many who just want to see their 
images published at any rate. The result is an 
unregulated, unchecked market where the previous 
rules no longer apply, leaving both sellers and buyers 
with few guidelines for conducting business.
 what can garden photographers do to protect 
their livelihood?

•	Understand	the	contract	you	are	asked	
to sign. 
if you’re not sure about the language or terms, 
consult an attorney who specializes in contract law. 
One of the benefits of belonging to GWA is having 
access to legal counsel. Don’t hesitate to use it.

•	Consult	fellow	GWA	members.	
A photographer who has been shooting for 20 years 

will have insight and wisdom to offer someone just 
entering the field. It benefits all of us when fellow 
members are educated about business matters.

•	Know	the	market	and	what	rates	your	
images can command. 
Different images may have different values. A generic 
red tulip shot will not be worth the same as a rare 
orchid image taken on an ecotour to Costa rica.

•	Don’t	be	afraid	to	challenge	a	contract.
in many instances, rates are set by the buyer. if 
you’re not happy with certain aspects or wording, 
more often than not the terms can be negotiated. An 
amendment can usually be written in and initialed by 
the photographer and client.

•	Never	agree	to	give	up	all	rights	or	the	
copyright to your images. 
The amount of potential income that is lost is seldom, 
if ever, fairly compensated for. There are times when 
it’s necessary to walk away from a bad deal, no 
matter how tempting the short-term compensation 
might be. signing a poorly worded contract sets a 
bad precedent in the industry, making it harder for 
other professionals to stay in business.

 Garden photographers can avoid the trap of 
low pricing and bad contracts by distinguishing 
themselves from the pack. Make sure images and 
service are of the highest quality, and that images 
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Photographers 
corner 
cont.

are accurately labeled by plant genus, species 
and variety where applicable. Cultivating business 
relationships with photo buyers will go a long way 
toward getting a fair price and reasonable terms for 
the licensing of your work.

Janet Loughrey has been a garden photographer 
and member of GwA since 1998. she can be 
reached at jeloughrey@aol.com.

This image of a Japanese maple has been licensed for use 
as a book cover, magazine cover and specimen shot. 

Photo by Janet Loughrey

By crAiG J. reGeLBruGGe & MAriA ZAMPiNi

immigration has long been a topic of interest 
to people in the united states. we appreciate 
the opportunity to share faces and perspectives 
essential to a “common language” on this thorny and 
complicated issue. 
 workers who were born elsewhere are essential 
to American agriculture and horticulture. At present, 
experts estimate that roughly 75 percent of hired 
farm, nursery and greenhouse workers are both 
foreign-born, and unauthorized from an immigration 
status standpoint. A mere two to four percent are 
admitted on a seasonal basis under the government’s 
H-2A agricultural visa program, which is plagued with 
bureaucratic dysfunction. How did this come to be, 
and what are the implications if our elected leaders 
fail to modernize our immigration system in a way 
that accommodates the unique needs and challenges 
confronting agriculture and horticulture?
 The last time Congress grappled with 
immigration policy in a broad way and actually 
accomplished something was in 1986. Back then 
Congress passed, and ronald reagan signed, the 
immigration reform and Control Act. irCA offered a 
one-time legalization for qualifying immigrants and, in 
return, imposed new sanctions on employers which 
were intended to limit employment of illegal aliens. 
what irCA failed to do was meaningfully improve the 
legal channels through which future workers might 
someday come, either as permanent immigrants or 
temporary workers.  
 so what happened? An estimated 3.2 million 
immigrants achieved legal status, and more than 
a few are still employed in the agricultural and 
horticultural sectors. But, in the 25 years that 
followed irCA’s enactment, the paper-based 
employer sanctions system failed, many workers left 
the farm for better opportunities, and unauthorized 
immigrants took their place. Most have fake papers 
but are employed “on the books,” subject to the 

same tax withholdings as you and i. such workers 
pay an estimated $7 billion in annual social security 
contributions, and another $1.5 billion in Medicare 
withholdings.  
 so the inescapable fact is that most of the 
hired labor sustaining high value horticultural crop 
production in the u.s. wasn’t born here, and the 
papers look better than the reality. But are they 
stealing jobs, or filling critical niches? The bulk of 
available evidence shows the latter.  
 Over the last five decades, American society 
has changed a lot. in 1960, roughly half of American 
males failed to finish high school. Now, most attain 
a diploma, and many go on to attend at least some 
college. our society has aged, with the population 
bubble of the Baby Boom now edging into retirement. 
The population cohort that follows is one-third 
smaller. in the 1800s, the vast majority of Americans 
were tied to the farm. now, roughly one percent of 
the population is engaged in farming. Most of us are 
at least two generations removed from it. we have 
moved on, more or less. our society has lost its 
culture of agriculture.  
 The fact that much farm work – including 
in nursery and greenhouse crops – is seasonal 
or intermittent tops off the list of reasons many 
Americans are not interested. seasonal work means 
periods of unemployment, a fact that deters most 
Americans even though hourly wages in horticulture 
often exceed those in the rural retail or food service 
sectors. And, the work is hard. some would simply 
say, “Americans are too lazy and entitled.” That may 
be true in some instances, but regardless, most 
choose other options.  
 For business owners in the industry, the 
eerie, dark, greenish clouds have gathered. For 
one thing, i-9 immigration paperwork audits are 
targeting employers of all types; even if you are 
found completely in compliance, you may be told to 

Immigration and The Issues

Continued on page 11

Continued from page 9

mailto:jeloughrey@aol.com
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dismiss half or more of your trained and trustworthy 
workforce, with little prospect of replacing it.  The 
existing legal programs for procuring foreign workers 
have spiraled down into a bureaucratic hell. And 
now, Congress is contemplating more “get tough” 
measures in the form of mandatory e-Verify for all 
employers. All this despite the fact that state laws 
in places like Georgia and Alabama have been 
economic train wrecks, leading to rotting crops and 
shriveling local economies. Georgia lost at least 
$140 million in specialty crops after migrant farm 
labor disappeared before most provisions of its new 
law had even taken effect! Guess what? labor and 
capital formation are inextricably linked.
 established trends suggest that without real 
solutions, America will lose much of her food and 
specialty crop production capacity to other countries. 
indeed, this is already happening. From 1997 to 
2007, Chinese-grown fruit and vegetable exports 
to the u.s. increased by a whopping 555 percent! 
similar trends are seen in many latin American 
countries and even Canada. Most vulnerable are 
the high-value specialty crops that bring higher farm 
income to communities across the country. And, 
each farm worker job supports an estimated three 
jobs in the off-farm economy. we won’t just export 
high-value crop production, we will also export jobs, 
and import more and more food and horticultural 
products.  
 in our view, there are several desperately needed 
solutions. For the future, we need a modernized 
visa program tailored to sustain our horticultural and 
agricultural industries. we need to redouble efforts 
to improve jobs and build careers in these industries. 
we need to continue to work on productivity, including 
mechanization and automation where possible 
(though the easy work has been done). 
 Yet the inescapable fact is this: we as a nation 
cannot and will not solve this difficult problem in a 

way that will actually work on the ground, unless we 
squarely address the dedicated and experienced 
talent pool found in the 1.2 million or so experienced 
farm and horticultural workers who do not have legal 
and proper immigration status. like it or not, these 
people are contributing members of our society. 
whatever the process, whatever the conditions, we 
need to grant these hard working folks an agricultural 
worker visa. To learn more on how you can help, 
please visit www.saveamericasfood.org.

Craig J. Regelbrugge is vice president of government 
relations for the American Nursery & Landscape 

Continued from page 10 Association. Now in its 135th year, the ANLA is 
the national trade association for the nursery and 
landscape industry.

Maria Zampini ran the family’s 1,000-acre wholesale 
nursery and destination attraction garden center 
after graduating from Penn State with a B.S. in 
Horticulture. In 2009, she partnered with her father 
to form Lake County New Plants. Her focus now is 
on sales, marketing and licensing of LCN Selections 
introductions, new plant research and development, 
lecturing and writing for consumer magazines and 
green industry trade journals.

http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/sessions_11.html

need some expert advice on improving your business? 
were you unable to attend the annual meeting?

http://www.saveamericasfood.org
http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/sessions_11.html
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reGionAl neWs & notes

region 2

region 1

ellen spector platt is entered in group collage 
show in new York City, “PAsTeD”.  The artist 
reception is Jan.17, at the Downstairs Art, Carter 
Burden Center,1484 First Ave. ellen’s work includes 
found and recycled materials and some natural 
elements. Following the GwA workshop on video, 
ellen produced a short video of the making 
of a collage which featured hand model and blog 
partner ellen Zachos.
 Tovah Martin will give her Terrarium work-
shop Jan. 27 and lecture Jan. 28 at the southern 
Gardening symposium (www.callawaygardens.com), 
Callaway Gardens, Pine Mountain, Ga. Closer 
to home, she’s revisiting her roots and giving a 
Begonia workshop at the Berkshire Botanical 
Garden in stockbridge, Mass., Feb. 14. (www.
berkshirebotanical.org or www.tovahmartin.com). 
 Rich pomerantz will be a featured speaker 
at the Mid-Atlantic Horticultural short Course 
Jan. 31 in Virginia Beach, Va. He will speak on 
improving your photography for marketing purposes. 
He will conduct an evening workshop on macro 
photography.
 Feb. 15, ellen Zachos will speak to the 
Taconic Gardening Club in Chappaqua, n.Y., on the 
topic “excellent epiphytes.”
 dee a. dice has started a business, Green 
Marketing, that focuses on e-mail newsletters and 
social media marketing to the Green industry. As a 

garden center owner for the past 25 years, Dee is 
very familiar with all aspects of this industry.

—Sabine Stezenbach

Join the scott Arboretum at swarthmore College, 
swarthmore, Pa., Jan. 14 for their winter 
Celebration. Award-winning Philadelphia Flower 
show exhibit designer and garden artist Michael 
Petrie will be the featured speaker. Michael will 
deliver a tongue-in-cheek “symposium” complete with 
visual case studies on the current anatomy of garden 
design. (610.328.8025; www.scottarboretum.org)
 Kathy Jentz reminds garden writers that the 
7th Annual Washington Gardener seed exchange, 
hosted by Washington Gardener magazine, 
takes place Jan. 28, at the Brookside Gardens 
in wheaton, Md., and Feb. 4 at Green spring 
Gardens, Fairfax, Va. seed exchange attendees 
trade seeds, exchange planting tips, hear expert 
speakers, and collect goody bags full of gardening 
treats. Participants are encouraged to bring their 
gently used garden books and mail-order garden 
catalogs to trade with each other. Any leftover 
publications at the end of the swap are donated to 
the national Agriculture library in Beltsville, Md.
 Since the success of the first annual Washington 
Gardener seed exchange in 2006, seed swaps 
across the nation have joined in celebrating 

national seed swap Day each year Jan. 28. if you 
subscribe to the Washington Gardener you receive 
a $5 discount on admission to the seed exchange. 
(www.WashingtonGardener.com)
 diana K. weiner will celebrate winter and 
dream of spring when she presents “Great shrubs 
for the Border” to the warrington Garden Club in 
Doylestown, Pa., Feb. 1. The sap will be running in 
the norway maples in the meadows at High school 
Park, elkins Park, Pa., so she will tap them during 
the “Maple sugaring” Feb. 19. The Philadelphia 
international Flower show is around the corner, 
Mar. 4-11, and once again “Gardener’s Gadgets” 
will be the topic to tease the crowds – a lively 
presentation featuring new toys for planting and 
primping.
 derek Fell will give two lectures early in 
the new year: Feb. 7 on sanibel island, Fl., titled 
“The Gardens of Frank lloyd wright,” at the Big 
Arts Gallery auditorium; and Mar. 13 at the shell 
islands Garden Club, st. Michael’s Church, titled 
“The Making of My sanibel island Tropical Garden,” 
followed with a conducted tour of the one-acre 
property.
 He will begin a new four-page, full-color 
garden column in the March issue of Bucks County 
magazine, titled “Avant Gardens.”
 Roxanne Christensen announced that 
Harris Seeds is the first seed company to distribute 
its two farming textbooks, SPIN-Farming® Basics 
and SPIN-Farming 2.0: Production Planning & Crop 
Profiles. Those who purchase either textbook through 
Harris seeds are provided free membership in the 
sPin online support group.
  Jessie Keith revised and launched her 
new gardening website at www.jessiekeith.com.

—Steve Maurer

http://www.callawaygardens.com
http://www.berkshirebotanical.org
http://www.berkshirebotanical.org
http://www.tovahmartin.com
http://www.scottarboretum.org
http://www.WashingtonGardener.com
http://www.jessiekeith.com/
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reGionAl neWs & notes continued

region 3

ian adams will present a program on his new 
book, A Photographer’s Guide to Ohio, dec. 12 at 
6:30 p.m. for the Midwest Photo enthusiasts Group 
at the Brunswick library in northeast ohio. (Contact: 
Mark Perry, mrk98@earthlink.net). ian will also lead 
a one-day icicles & Frozen waterfalls Photography 
workshop at Holden Arboretum Jan. 12, in the 
Cuyahoga Valley national Park in northeast ohio. 
(www.holdenarb.org/home/winterholdenexperience.
asp)
 Tracy disabato-aust will speak Jan. 10, 
on “Designing with Color, Texture and Form for 
Visionary effects,” and Jan. 11 on “50 High impact, 
low-Care Garden Plants” at the Great lakes Trade 
expo in Grand rapids, Mich. 
 Bobbie schwartz, FAPlD, will speak on 
“Xeriscapes for ohio,” Jan. 24 as part of the 
onlA short Courses program during CenTs at the 
Convention Center in Columbus, ohio.
 susan Martin will speak at the Mid-Atlantic 
Horticulture short Course Jan. 31 - Feb. 1. she 
will present “Formula for success” for retail perennial 
growers as well as a talk about new varieties for 
landscapers.
  sabrena schweyer and her husband 
and business partner, samuel l. salsbury, will be 
featured members in the January/February issue of 
The American Gardener.
 Jamie gibbs recently completed “Heating up 
Your outdoor space” for Home Pulse magazine.
 dawn sherwood, sue Vargas and Judy 
stout will contribute to MasterTag’s recently 
launched consumer oriented gardening website, 

www.mygardeninsider.com. The website is designed 
to have a dialog with gardeners through social media 
and consumer surveys. The site is mobile ready and 
can be accessed via a smartphone or on the web. 
Garden writers are invited to become contributors 
to the site. Contact Gerry Giorgio, creative director 
at MasterTag (630.258.0987; ggiorgia@mastertag.
com).

Upcoming events:

OHiO
• Jan. 21-30 — 69th Annual Cleveland Home & 
Garden show, The Great lakes expo Center, euclid 
(www.homeandflower.com/cleveland/)
• Feb. 4 — Cleveland Botanical Garden – 8:00 
a.m. – 2:30 p.m., 2012 sustainability symposium 
(eat Your Yard) and workshop (The Dirt on Dirt). 
symposium only: $40 members; $48 non-members. 
symposium  and workshop: $60 members; $73 non-
members. (www.cbgarden.org)
• Feb. 4-12 — The Great Big Home & Garden 
expo, i-X Center, Cleveland 
(www.greatbighomeandgarden.com)

MiCHigan
• Jan. 9-11 — Great lake Trades expo, Grand 
rapids (www.glte.org)
• now thru Jan. 8 — Frederik Meijer Gardens 
and sculpture Park Christmas and Holiday Traditions 
Around the world, 17th annual exhibition “Celebration 
of light” (www.meijergardens.org)
• Feb. 4-5 — live Green Home show, Kellogg 
Arena, Battle Creek and lansing Center, lansing 
(www.livegreenfair.com)

indiana
• Jan. 6-8 — indiana Home & Garden show, 
indiana Convention Center, Hall F, 

indianapolis (homeshowcenter.com/show.
php?show=indianapolis)
• Jan.11-13 — indiana Green expo, indiana 
Convention Center, indianapolis 
(indianagreenexpo.com)
• Jan. 20-29 — indianapolis Home show, indiana 
state Fairgrounds, indianapolis 
(www.indianapolishomeshow.com)

—Jo ellen Meyers Sharp & christine Kelleher

region 4

Catherine Bollinger has been blogging about 
gardening in the Piedmont region of north Carolina 
since January of this year. 
(http://piedmontgardener.com/)
 patty Craft and Kathy Ballard Cropp 
have joined efforts to create an online garden school 
called Garden How To university, that went live 
nov. 1 on Horticulture magazine’s website — 
www.hortmag.com/ghtu. session one with its 
six individual classes is sponsored by Botanical 
interests. This effort supports what was started a 
year ago with garden podcasts under the Horticulture 
radio category on that same website.
 Frank Hyman will lead a series of programs 
at the east Branch of the Durham County library 
in Durham, n.C.: Jan. 12 — “Attracting Birds and 
Butterflies to Your Garden”; Jan. 26 — “Garden-
ing Tips that save Time, save Money, save 
Your Back and save the earth Too”; and 
Feb. 9 — “Growing Herbs in the Kitchen Garden.” 

Continued on page 14
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(http://www.durhamcountylibrary.org/events.php)
 Jan. 18, Helen yoest will speak on 
“Blogging Your Horticultural Business” at the Green 
and Grow show (sponsored by the north Carolina 
nursery and landscape Association) in Greensboro, 
n.C. Helen will share insight with retailers on how to 
build their community through blogging. Feb. 8-9, 
Helen will speak about garden art that enhances and 
inspires, at the northwest Flower and Garden show 
in seattle, wash. 
 upcoming speaking engagements for Barbara 
wise include: Feb. 7 at the iris City Garden Club; 
Feb. 9-10 on container gardening and garden 
design at the northwest Flower and Garden show in 
seattle.
 Buddy Lee will speak at the Texas Home and 
Garden show in Houston, Texas, Feb. 11-12.  His 
talks will cover “easy steps for Beautiful Gardens” 
and “superior Plants for southern Gardens.” 
(www.texashomeandgarden.com)
 Barbara Freeman invites folks to check 
out the Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens 
(www.mainegardens.org) calendar of events and 
programs for their winter kitchen garden dinners. 
The gardens will focus on birds this year.
 Barbara wise has been promoted to director 
of garden installation for southern land Company, 
llC, in Franklin, Tenn.
 ann McCormick has made the shift from 
her old website to her new blog site: 
www.herbncowgirl.com. This is actually a 
combination of her old website and her newsletter 
Seasonal Living, which is not a blog.
 J. paul Moore has received an AiGA 
sponsored Case Merit Award in Commercial 
Photography in nashville, Tenn.

—Barbara wise

region 5

Kelly norris and deb wiley will share the stage 
together Jan. 7 as they kick off the Greater Des 
Moines Botanical Garden’s “learn on saturday” 
series. Deb will present “Dutch Treat:  spring Gar-
dens of the netherlands” at 10:00 a.m. and Kelly will 
present “The Modern Plant explorer: Paying Homage 
to Giants, looking up to More” at 11:00 a.m.
 James a. Baggett reported that Country 
Gardens magazine will celebrate its 20th anniversary 
with the early spring 2012 issue, that will hit news-
stands in the united states and Canada Jan. 10. 
High-lights of the anniversary issue include a round-
up of their 20 favorite public gardens (by Marty 
Ross), an interview with executive director of 
the u.s. Botanic Garden Holly shimizu, a feature 
on Hollister House and Gardens and the Garden 
Conservancy (by Tovah Martin), an offer for an 
official “Country Gardens 20th Anniversary” rose, 
cool prizes from Fiskars, and lots more.
 ed Lyon will be on the road for the next few 
months: Jan. 14, Garden Dreams symposium, 
Amherst, wis.; Jan. 27, wintergreen symposium, 
Fond du lac, wis.; Feb. 10-12, wPT Garden 
expo, Madison, wis.; and Feb. 22-23, iowa state 
university shade Tree shortcourse Conference, 
Ames, iowa. ed will have a feature article on 
containers in the March/April issue of Wisconsin 
Gardening and the cover article on “spring Flowering 
shrubs” for the March/April issue of Chicagoland 
Gardening. ed will write the “Ask The expert” section 
for Wisconsin Gardening magazine for every issue.
 Melinda Myers is traveling the country to 
speak to gardeners: Jan. 24-25, indianapolis 

Home & Garden show, indianapolis, ind.; 
Jan. 28, Home and Garden show, Tacoma, 
wash.; Feb. 6, south Dakota nursery and 
landscape Association’s Great Plains Green expo; 
Feb. 11-12, northwest Flower and Garden show, 
seattle, wash.; Feb. 18, The Forum’s Green Thumb 
Gardener’s expo, Fargo n.D.
 sue Markgraf reports that you should mark 
your calendars for “Hort Couture” – the Chicago 
Flower & Garden show, Mar. 10-18 at Chicago’s 
navy Pier. More than a pretty show, the only 
consumer event of its kind in the Midwest offers 
an innovative and diverse array of practical ideas 
to learn from, be inspired by, take home and try – 
whether the visitor is a green thumb or would just like 
to have one. Discounted advance tickets make great 
holiday gifts. www.ChicagoFlower.com.
 susan Holland will assume her responsi-
bilities next year as president of the Central north 
Dakota Daylily society. susan launched her new 
blog, Digging Dakota, in mid-november. susan will 
be busy traveling on research trips to new York and 
england next year, as well as participating in the 89th 
Annual north Dakota state Horticultural Conference 
planning committee.

—Melinda Myers

region 6

Margie grace announced the participation of 
her firm, Grace Design Associates, in the prestigious 
Greystone estate, “Maison de luxe” 2011 Designer 
show House event in Beverly Hills, Calif., 
dec. 2-22. Grace Design Associates is the only 

Continued from page 13
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region 7

landscape design firm featured.
 diane Ott whealy will conduct a class 
Jan. 28, 2:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. on “edible 
landscaping with Heirlooms” at the Common 
Ground organic Garden supply and education 
Center, Palo Alto, Calif. Join Diane for conversation 
and the signing of her newly released book, 
Gathering: Memoir of a Seed Saver.
 Teresa O’Connor will speak about edible 
gardening at the 2012 northwest Flower & Garden 
show in seattle. Feb. 9, she will speak 
at 9:30 a.m. on “How to Grow, Harvest, Cook & 
enjoy edible Flowers.” Feb. 10, she will speak 
at 5:30 p.m. on “Growing Food in small spaces.” 
(teresa@SeasonalWisdom.com or 
www.seasonalwisdom.com)
 Chris eirschele has moved her plants and 
desk to Arizona’s low desert. Before she left, she 
was promoted to Topic editor for Flower Gardens at 
www.Suite101.com where she had been their feature 
writer for the topic since 2008. Chris continues as 
a contributing writer at Ohio Gardener magazine 
through 2012. (Chris@staygardening.com)
 dr. Linda Chalker-scott is now podcasting 
a series entitled “The informed Gardener.”  Those 
GwA members who have enjoyed her presentations 
at annual meetings can find more science-based 

landscape ontario is holding their annual Congress 
Jan. 10-12 at the Toronto Congress Centre, 
Toronto, ontario, Canada. This event has a large 
trade show and an extensive series of seminars for 
many aspects of the landscape trades.
 region Vii’s big regional meeting will be held in 
mid-March at the expanded Canada Blooms show. 
watch for date and location and register early, as this 
meeting is always over-subscribed.

—Ken Brown

Continued on page 16

Why Garden 
Writers Don’t 
Make Much Money
By DOuG GreeN
i was celebrating with a friend a few months ago and 
by curious coincidence got talking to the president 
of one of the larger advertising agencies in north 
America. Fueled by Guinness, we were discussing 
our next careers and he (about to launch his) 
indicated the major change he would make starting 
over again, would be to “not sell hours.”  
 if you work for an hourly rate, you’re selling 
hours. Given we all have a finite number of these in 
a week, the only way to increase your earnings is to 
increase your hourly rate. even lawyers and doctors 
are really selling hours, albeit at rates somewhat 
higher than the average garden writer. But make no 
mistake about it, garden writers are selling hours 
when they write for traditional media.
 For example, if it takes you five hours to write 
a magazine article and you get paid once, you’ve 
sold those five hours. You can reduce the cost of the 
research by writing another article on the same topic 
for a different publication, but again, you’re still selling 
hours. if you can sell reprint rights, then you’re doing 
better, but unless you create an ongoing income 
stream from your work, you’re selling hours and 
limiting your income.

Stop Selling Hours
The only way to become wealthy in this internet 
publishing age is to stop selling hours. in traditional 
media, this was accomplished by writing books 
that would produce royalties. But now, given the bioindexing.org

Professional indexers for 
gardening, agricultural, natural 
history, ecology, conservation 

and environmental issues. 
Search our online directory.

Contact us at:
GGES-SIGinfo@asindexing.org 

Need an Indexer?

gardening information in these podcasts and on her 
blog “The Garden Professors,” which she and three 
other university faculty members host. The podcasts 
are linked up at www.theinformedgardener.com, and 
the blog is at www.gardenprofessors.com. 
 Barbara Blossom ashmun’s story, “Food 
served with love Tastes Best,” has been published 
in the new Chicken Soup for the Soul: Food and 
Love.

—ginger aarons garrison

mailto:teresa@SeasonalWisdom.com
http://www.seasonalwisdom.com
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mailto:Chris@staygardening.com
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turnover on the shelves and short shelf life of most 
books, traditional publishing house royalties are 
dropping like a stone. The only way to make money 
with royalties is to sell the book yourself, and there 
again, you’re trading your hours for book sales as the 
compensation. when you stop marketing, you stop 
royalties.

Enter the Internet
i no longer sell hours. everything i write is perma-
nently up on the net making me money auto-
matically. By way of explanation, i write websites and 
not blogs, because the navigation on a website is 
easier and visitors both use more pages and click on 
more ads than they do on blogs.
 i learned how to write for the net; how every 
search is a question and how my articles could best 
answer those questions. And if you look at your 
average Adsense ad click-through-rate, between one 
and five percent, then 100 visitors might make you 
two dollars. not a great amount of money, but add up 
that visitor traffic every hour, every day, all year and 
you quickly see the page can easily earn $20 a year. 
(My most popular pages earn comfortably more than 
that per year.) Again, not big bucks but this continues 
year after year with no further work. write once, 
forget and collect the checks. write one thousand 
pages. Then, write another thousand.  

Other Monetization Systems
Once you have the traffic coming, then it’s time to 
add other money making systems into your income 
stream. remember, you can advertise on your own 
site, so why not drive traffic to your products as well 
as somebody else’s.
 i wrote a series of eBooks. Again, this was a 
write-once, upload, set the PayPal systems in place 
and check my PayPal account regularly. i’m just 
setting up the Amazon/iBooks system now to extend 

the reach and sale of these eBooks. Again, it’s a one-
time adjustment and then an ongoing income stream.
 Readers often want to know where to find 
products and goods, so i’m rebuilding many of the 
pages on my sites to hook into Amazon sales. This 
process has just started, but again, I have the traffic, 
i’ve written the articles and here’s another no-work 
way to tie income to those articles. initial response 
rates are excellent and initial testing shows the kinds 
of links (direct to product) that work the best for both 
the reader and myself. This linking may produce a bit 
of work as products and their availability will change 
creating work to maintain the links. it’s early days for 
me and evaluating this amount of work for the return 
has just begun.
 Producing videos is time-consuming, but a video 
does two things. The first is to make my site “sticky” 
and increase the length of time a visitor spends on 
my site. Google measures this time-on-site and the 
longer visitors stay, the better the site (at least in 
Google’s eyes). so, videos help keep people on my 
site, but they also have ads associated with them as 
well and these have similar click-through-rates and 
returns to normal web pages. Again, produce once, 
upload and forget except to collect the checks.

Objectives and Not For Me
My objective is to generate twice the amount of 
money from non-Google products as i do from 
Google advertising 
products. in this way, i’m 
not dependent on any one-
income stream. none of it 
is selling hours.
 You’ll notice i 
don’t mention selling 
sponsorships or direct ads 
on my sites. i experimented 
with this, both myself and 
with a commission sales 

team, and frankly, it was more work than the return. i 
abandoned this as something that hadn’t worked for 
me compared to the other income streams but that’s 
not to say things don’t change. And not to say it won’t 
work for you; if it does, it’s an excellent use of content 
if you can make money without having to charge an 
hourly rate.

Things Do Change
This is another point you need to consider. if you’re 
selling hours now, then moving to a different model 
involves a lot of learning and attitude adjustment. it’s 
not quite as simple as starting a blog. in previous 
columns here, i’ve given resources for downloads 
and resources to get you started.  
 The reality is that the longer you put this off, the 
longer you’ll be working for hours and the longer you 
tie yourself to a lower income stream. And, like me, 
if a project does come along that you’re interested in 
doing, you can still sell a few hours to do it.

Doug Green, a GWA Award of Excellence for Writing 
winner and 25-year nursery veteran writes for his 
own websites, now one of the largest on the Net, 
delivering a variety of content. Doug’s aim is to be 
independently wealthy as a garden writer helping 
beginner gardeners.

Continued from page 15
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Plant A Row in 
Coldwater, Mich.
By FAye LuTZ

sometimes, good things can come from following the 
old adage: “find a need and fill it.” As a trustee of the 
Branch Area Food Pantry and a Master Gardener, i 
was seeking a way to combine those responsibilities 
and use what i knew to increase the amount of fresh 
food to improve nutrition for our clients and help with 
the existing and ever increasing need to feed the 
hungry in our county. 
 Prior to 2007, our food pantry was dispensing 
food boxes containing dried, canned, processed and 
frozen foods. in the summer, some agencies would 
deliver fresh foods but we needed more and we 
needed it soon.
 in 2007, our Plant A row for the Hungry 
Community Garden was established. we started 
with a donation of land from the Branch Area 
Careers Center, an offer of volunteers from the JeT 
program at Michigan works and two devoted Master 
Gardeners. who knew we were beginning what is 
today a five-year labor of love? 
 land was plowed and fertilized by the farm 
manager at the Center. Manure was donated by 
animals raised at the Center. seeds, tools and 
supplies were provided by local businesses and 
private individuals. Garden ready plants were offered 
by a commercial greenhouse in a nearby town. A 

small trust came 
from a local 
professional 
who found 
the project 
worthwhile. A 
lot of bushes 
were beaten 
to establish 
contacts who 
have become 
long term 
supporters of 
our garden.
 For the first 
two years, our 
garden plot was 
5,400 square feet. every supply to work and maintain 
the plot needed to be transported to and from the 
garden every working day. The ground was full of 
rocks to be removed every spring before we could 
think about planting. 
 That first season, in spite of the best efforts of 
four determined volunteers, we were overwhelmed 
with weeds. in spite of the challenges, including 
drought, pests, mud, heat, humidity and no place 
to hide from the sun, we managed to grow and 
transport our first ton of produce.
 support quickly came from the local newspaper 
and, as a result, in 2009, we were able to recruit our 
first community volunteer who turned out to be a gem 
and a first rate gardener. With an additional set of 
hands, our harvest increased to 3,255 pounds.
 each year we experimented with new 
vegetables, some definite winners and then there 
were the others. each season we had bumper crops 
of most veggies but always one or two complete 
failures. we learned through trial and error that not all 
vegetables fly out the door regardless of how hungry 
or needy the family and have realized that everyone 
donates their excess zucchini and squash to friends, 
families and food pantries across America. we no 
longer grow either. There is no shortage.
 in 2010, we hit the jackpot. whether by word 

of mouth or ads donated by the local paper, our 
dream of first rate, creative, hard working and com-
mitted gardeners became a reality. we increased our 
cultivated area to 6,300 square feet, added four new 
gardeners and increased our production by 37 percent.
 using newspapers and clean wheat straw, 
donated by the Career’s Center, we are able to 
mulch, saving us lots of maintenance time, controlling 
weeds, preserving soil moisture and increasing or-
ganic material in the soil when it is turned over in the 
spring. Pesticides are never used on our garden and 
as a result we see an increasing number of beneficial 
insects and worms finding a place to work and visit.
 For four of the past five years we have increased 
production and succession planting. This record 
season we were able to donate 4,526 pounds 
of vegetables. Over the past five years our total 
donation is 17,881 pounds. next season we intend to 
plant some of our crops using intensive methods to 
get more food from smaller spaces.
 our three-year crop rotation is a great success. 
our worst enemy, the Colorado potato beetle has 
been practically eliminated. with the donation of a 
garden shed recycled from the pantry we can now 
store all our supplies and tools on site. we see 
nothing but bigger and better seasons to come and 
wish you all the same.

Left photo: get your sun hats on. another season in our garden is about to start. Ready. set. plant! (l to r) Lela 
ash, Faye Lutz, Jennifer wingard, Maryann wentworth, dottie seat, and Theresa Broadwater. Right photo: The 
2011 season’s best crop, 1,142 pounds of tomatoes. (l to r) Maryann wentworth and Jennifer wingard.

P
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regional Meeting Wrap-Ups

region 1

on nov. 1, eight intrepid garden writers met at The 
new York Botanic Garden’s Manhattan campus to 
explore new technology in a workshop teaching 
members how to shoot, edit and upload short videos 
to use as podcasts, web content and Pr. The 
day began with a brief lecture on the aesthetics of 
shooting.  instructor Dan Cahill shared some basics 
to help us avoid amateur mistakes that give away 
the beginner videographer. we discussed framing, 
transitions, cut away shots, interview techniques, 

external microphones and the integration of still 
images.
 Armed with his advice, we broke into pairs 
and hit the streets (or the hallways) to shoot our 
A roll. After lunch, we reconvened to transfer our 
video capture to laptops and work with iMovie and 
MovieMaker. The small size of the group was perfect 
for this hands-on session; personal attention from 
the instructors (Park Borchert joined us after lunch 
as a second teacher) was key. we edited our videos, 
added titles and music and played our work for the 
class, before learning how to create a YouTube 
account and upload our content.
 it was a challenging and successful event. each 
of us left knowing more than we did when we began 
and I, for one, can’t wait to publish my first how-to 
video! if this sounds interesting to you, let your GwA 
national and regional Directors know you’d like to 
have a similar workshop in your area.  

—ellen Zachos

students in the full day of hands-on production were intense 
as	the	deadline	to	display	a	finished	product	approached.	(l	
to r) Charlotte Kidd, ellen eckers Ogden, ellen spector platt, 
Monica Hemingway, and ellen Zachos put on their thinking 
caps for this video workshop. The professional videographer 
who shared in the personalized instruction was park Borchert 
(shown in the back row).

region 6

Writing Workshop — 
From Memoir to Magazines
nine of us gathered for an all-day writing workshop 
at willows lodge in woodinville, wash., following the 
prior day’s region Vi regional meeting. The session 
was excellent, led by two local instructors. writer and 
teacher sharon Hazzard talked about the art and 
craft of memoir writing and how we can use memoir 
techniques to infuse our garden writing topics with 
an authentic, personal voice. At her prompting, we 
put pen in hand and wrote during several 10-minute 
exercises to try this out. 
 we were all amazed and impressed with 
what our fellow writers came up with in such a 
concentrated moment of time. As sharon said 

giselle smith (standing) and sharon Hazzard (seated to her 
left) led the all-day Region Vi writing workshop.

Photo by Kirk Brown

Photo by Kirk Brown

The Mac users in the room were producing movies using 
iMovie. The many successes of the day were illustrated in 
the	cuts	and	edited	files	continuously	displayed	on	laptop	
screens.

Photo by Debra Prinzing

Continued on page 19
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regional Meeting Wrap-Ups continued

afterward, “everyone left with the start of a great new 
piece, an essay or a column.”
 Giselle smith, a veteran seattle-based magazine 
editor, inspired the participants to think about new 
ways of developing magazine content with a fresh 
take rather than something predictable. During 
Giselle’s interactive “pitch” exercise, we brainstormed 
about the genre of garden writing for all sorts of 
publications, including ones you otherwise might not 
think about pitching. The takeaway for everyone was 
at least one great new article idea to run with. 
 one day is never enough time to invest in our 
professional development, but those who did take the 
time to attend agreed that it was a success — and an 
essential way to recharge one’s writing career.

—debra prinzing

Members Gather in Washington
it was a blustery sunday in late october when 
25 GwA members from two regions gathered in 
woodinville, wash., outside seattle, for two tours of 
sustainable landscapes and an excellent panel on 
the publishing industry. 

A Farm Visit
we started off at woodinville’s 21 Acres Center for 
Local Food and Sustainable Living, a new nonprofit 
community resource that operates a farm, a retail 
market, educational programs and a commercial 
kitchen (www.21acres.org). its mission is to cultivate, 
demonstrate and advance systems that support 
sustainable agriculture. Farm manager rosy smit 
and Pr director Brenda Vanderloop guided us 
through the grounds and the various community 
gardening projects that reach diverse populations. 

we had a fun 
meet-and-greet 
with the resident 
grazing goats and 
perused some 
of the gorgeous 
fall produce 
that had just 
been harvested 
for the weekly 
market, while 
also discussing 
soil and resource 
management 
techniques.
      inside 21 
Acres’ new green 
building, we 

enjoyed a delicious, locally sourced meal (our “box 
lunches” were served in recycled glass containers so 
this was zero-waste dining) and learned more about 
the facility’s innovative technologies, such as energy 
efficient lighting, geothermal energy systems, natural 
ventilation and its living roof. This is an inspiring 
resource where we hope GwA members will get 
involved with teaching sustainable gardening and 
cooking classes.

Book Talk
After lunch, our group moved to nearby willows 
Lodge, an eco-luxury hotel located on five 
landscaped acres bordering the sammamish river 
in the heart of western washington’s wine country 
(www.willowslodge.com). The regional meeting took 
place here at the invitation of eagleSong, who is 
the hotel’s director of natural beauty, as well as a 
popular speaker and writer on sustainable gardening 
topics. Thanks to eaglesong and the entire willows 
lodge staff for giving us such a warm welcome and 

wonderful service.
 Marty 
Wingate (www.
martywingate.com) 
led a panel called “The 
sustainable Garden 
writer,” a topic on 
the minds of many 
of our members. 
she introduced Willi 
Galloway, author of 
Grow Cook Eat: A 
Food Lover’s Guide to 
Vegetable Gardening, 
a forthcoming sas-
quatch Books title 
(www.digginfood.
com); Gary 
luke, president 
and publisher of sasquatch Books (www.
sasquatchbooks.com); and Karen Maeda Allman, 
who handles author events for elliott Bay Books 
(www.elliottbaybook.com).
 Gary discussed how in the past several 
years publishing has shifted away from books on 
ornamental gardening to vegetable and edible 
gardening ones. He speculated that this shift 
occurred in part because of the recession and 
changing reader demographics and in part as a 
“how-to followup of the Michael Pollanization factor,” 
a reference to Michael Pollan’s bestsellers including 
The Omnivore’s Dilemma. 
 Gary illustrated his point with Bookscan numbers 
from the sixth week of the year (approximately mid-
February). Bookscan is like the nielsen ratings 
for book publishing. in 2005, 4,000 - 5,000 edible 
books were sold that week. By 2009, “it jumped up 
to 10,000 copies,” he said. “That was the peak of the 
market’s rabid interest in vegetable gardening.”
 Book publishing is not for the faint of heart. Gary 
likened “trying to figure out what will sell in 2013 or 

Continued on page 20

The welcome sign at 21 acres.

Photo by Debra Prinzing

Photo by Debra Prinzing

The iconic tree snag at the en-
trance to willows Lodge.

Continued from page 18
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2014 like running a hedge fund.”
 And for those of us who write about ornamental 
topics, there was a glimmer of hope in one of his 
concluding remarks: “i think readers are discovering 
that vegetable gardening is really hard work and the 
aesthetic rewards are spotty.”
 Karen challenged us to answer the question 
she and her colleagues face in any given month 
when, like october, elliott Bay Books hosted 80 
author events in a space that accommodates up 
to 200 in the audience. “what would compel you 
to go to an author event?” she asked. some of the 
most successful ones at eBB involve community 
connections that help increase attendance numbers. 
By partnering with libraries, synagogues and 
other groups, eBB and its authors generate more 
than just book-signings. “Make your readings and 

regional Meeting Wrap-Ups continued

eaglesong’s tour of willows Lodge and its sustainable land-
scape was a highlight.

Photo by Debra Prinzing demonstrations relevant and interesting,” she added. 
 Karen emphasized the many benefits that occur 
when an author collaborates with an independent 
bookseller that knows its audience, the ultimate 
book-buyer. Gary echoed this sentiment and added, 
“sasquatch has seen its sales to independent 
bookstores rise.” everyone on the panel agreed that 
book publicity is more important than ever. For its 
part, sasquatch has increased the number of review 
copies it sends to bloggers. 

A Garden Tour
next, we turned from a discussion of books to a 
sensory tour of the gardens at willows lodge. led 
by eagleSong, we visited the Gazebo Courtyard 
where the kitchen garden supplies the Herbfarm 
restaurant; the river walk, where more than 20 
varieties of native plants mitigate the effect of the 
hotel on the sammamish river; the stonehouse 
Courtyard, where guests are invited to gather for 
morning coffee or drinks around the fire, and other 
features where water, plants and sculpture engage 
people with nature. eaglesong shared with us the 
many ways she and the other staff have shifted 
corporate attitudes so that the landscape is viewed 
as a guest service rather than something that simply 
has to be maintained. From a composting system to 
sustainable practices that have brought birdsong and 
frog croaks back to this landscape, there’s an overall 
sense of balance and calm serenity.

Wrap-up
our evening concluded with a wonderful wine and 
cheese reception hosted by Danielle ernest of 
Proven Winners, where conversations took on 
a more personal tone and excellent networking 
occurred!

—Debra Prinzing

IN MEMORIAM
Francis Higginson Cabot

After a long illness, Frank Cabot of loudon, n.H., 
and la Malbaie, quebec, died nov. 19 at his beloved 
les quatre Vents garden in Charlevoix County, 
quebec. He was 86. He was well known to garden 
writers as the founder of stonecrop Gardens in 
Cold spring, n.Y., and of the Garden Conservancy. 
He was long active in the American rock Garden 
society, the Friends of Horticulture at wave Hill and 
the new York Botanical Garden. 
 His passion for horticulture developed after 
he graduated from Harvard in 1949, starting at 

stonecrop Gardens that he opened to the public in 
1992, then continued at les quatre Vents garden, 
which has been described as the most aesthetically 
pleasing and horticulturally exciting landscape 
experience in north America. His 2011 book, The 
Greater Perfection, about the creation of les quatre 
Vents, was described as “one of the best books ever 
written about the making of a garden by its creator” 
by The Oxford Companion to the Garden (2006). 
 Among the numerous awards he won over his 
lifetime was the Gold Veitch Memorial Award of the 
royal Horticultural society. He was both a Chevalier 
of the order of quebec and Member of the order of 
Canada.                                     —Larry hodgson

Continued from page 19
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“Jeff Ball passed away 
on nov. 11 following a 
seven-year battle with 
cancer. readers remember 
Jeff’s ‘Yardening’ column 
published in Homestyle 
for several years. He also 
wrote a monthly ‘Tools and 
Techniques”’column in the 
Michigan Gardener.
       “Jeff developed his 

passion for gardening into a career that made him 
a nationally known gardening guru and included 
the publishing of several books, a cable television 
series, garden videos and an eight-year run as the 
gardening guy on nBC’s ‘Today show.’
 “Thanks to the loving care of hospice, Jeff spent 
the last six weeks of his life at home enjoying the 
change of the seasons and my pink climbing roses. 
in Jeff’s honor, i will be planting a cutting garden next 
spring to provide fresh bouquets to other hospice 
patients in need of Mother nature’s lovely color.” 

—Nancy Szerlag, Jeff’s longtime partner

   in Memoriam

the insider scoop

 Jeff carved out his niche with the concept of 
“yardener” and, like it or hate the term, he identified 
a market segment he served so very well over the 
years. i remember a few years ago (on yet another 
patio) we discussed how he could make money with 
his website, exploring a few of the options he had. i 
believe it was only the cancer that stopped him from 
being recognized as a net-leader just as he had led 
in all other areas.
 The measure of Jeff is not that he was a great 
communicator or industry leader but in the responses 
to his passing. Almost without exception, the posts, 
e-mails and comments have mentioned being helped 
by Jeff, his unstinting generosity with sharing his 
methods and giving a helping hand to beginner 
writers. Those who didn’t mention being helped, 
spoke of his abilities and the scope of his work in 
admiring terms. That is his true legacy. we admire 
his accomplishment but, mostly, we remember his 
helping spirit, and in no small way we all have a 
responsibility to pay that forward.  

—Doug Green

I first met Jeff Ball at a GWA symposium in Florida. 
It was my first, and Jeff was sitting behind me 
clicking his pen incessantly. not knowing i was 
addressing one of the leaders of the pack, we 
negotiated a temporary truce and silence. A truce that 
involved some measure of refreshments later in the 
day as i recall. 
 Those refreshments led to me joining a merry 
band of back-of-the-bus writers who would plot 
adventures on patios of yacht clubs, antique stores, 
rooftop song-fests, hot tubs, gazebo-rendezvous 
watching, and more patios than it’s possible to count. 
every one of us has a favorite Jeff story and i’m sure 
more than a few will be told at next year’s symposium 
as we all remember Jeff on a patio somewhere.
 Jeff was one of a select few who earned a 
fulltime income from garden writing and, as such, 
has been a model and inspiration to many of 
us. Mastering all media, including being a network 
television personality, book author, columnist, 
speaker, electronic media, software and lately on the 
net with his yardener.com website he showed us 
how it was done, and he did it with style.

Jessie Keith served as the founding horticultural 
editor for Wilder Quarterly (www.wilderquarterly.com), a 
new indy gardening periodical with book-like proportions.

Christine Kelleher reports that the Aris 
Horticulture marketing department has been honored 
to receive several awards for promotional materials 
she and her staff developed. one is an international 
creative competition Gold Award from MarCom 
Awards for an edible products flyer. The others are 
Awards of excellence from Graphic Design usA 
for Blooms of Bressingham’s Anemone Pretty lady 
Series flyer and for Green Leaf Plants’ perennial 
catalog. 

Lois J. de Vries was recently appointed to chair 
the GwA’s sustainability Task Force. she was 
selected based on her familiarity with land use law, 
environmental regulations, and invasive plants, as 
well as her organizational skills and talent for working 
with volunteers. she served as chair of her local 
environmental commission for eight years, on its 
land use board for four years, and on the open space 
committee for three.

sonia day’s book, incredible edibles, 43 Fun 
Things To Grow In The City, won silver at the Canadian 
Cookbook Awards gala at the royal winter Fair. one of 
the recipes, a novel way of cooking swiss chard devised 
by aldona satterthwaite, won an Honorable 
Mention. Culinary students prepared this dish on stage at 
the fair during a cooking contest.

Melinda Myers is the new Midwest Site Specific 
columnist for Gardening How-to and “only in 
wisconsin” for the new Wisconsin Gardener 
magazine.

Susan Morrison and rebecca Sweet’s Garden 
Up! Smart Vertical Gardening for Small and 
Large Spaces was selected by Amazon.com 
as one of the Best Books of 2011. 
(http://tinyurl.com/7g9opql)

http://yardener.com/
http://www.wilderquarterly.com/
http://tinyurl.com/7g9opql
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Allied neWs

Corona Tools Gets a Makeover
The new web-
site for Corona 
Tools will be 
launched this 
month. The new 
site features 
more resources 
for gardeners, 
landscape 
professionals, 
arborists and 
agriculturists. 

Need to know the right tool for a specific job? The 
new site will list the activities you do and help you 
find the best tool to get the job done right. 
(www.coronatoolsusa.com)

Gardener’s Supply Wins Award
The Veg Trug 
Patio Planter 
by Gardener’s 
supply just won 
a 2012 Green 
Thumb Award 
presented by the 
Direct Gardening 
Association. The 

category is Tools, supplies and Accessories division. 
The Veg Trug Patio Planter is a raised bed made 
from sustainable plantation-grown fir. The planter is 
designed to be an easy working height, and it is ideal 
for the elderly and wheelchair users. Because of its 
height, this growing container keeps slugs and snails 
away from vegetable plants. (www.gardeners.com or 
800.955.3370;)

The First AAS Winners 
Announced for 2012
All-America Selections announced the first of the 
newest group of AAs winners. Following a trial period 
where these new, never-before-sold varieties are 
“Test nationally and Proven locally®” the group 
of esteemed horticulturists have submitted their 
recommendations and scores from this year’s trials. 
only those entries with superior garden performance 
are granted the honor of an AAs Award.

salvia ‘summer Jewel pink’ 
– aas Bedding plant award 
winner (Bred by Takii & Co.)

pepper ‘Cayennetta’ F1 – aas 
Vegetable award winner (Bred 
by Floranova Ltd.)

Ornamental pepper ‘Black 
Olive’ – aas Flower award 
winner (Bred by seeds By 
design)

watermelon ‘Faerie’ F1 – aas 
Vegetable award winner 
(Bred by Known-you seed 
Company)

Proven Winners Announces 
Feature for 2012 Advertising
The featured plant 
combination for 
Proven winners’ 
spring 2012 
advertising are: 
Bermuda skies, a 
delightful blend of 
three popular and 
colorful annuals — 
supertunia® Bermuda 
Beach Petunia, 
laguna® sky Blue 
lobelia and superbells® Yellow Chiffon Calibrachoa 
— a combination that is sure to appeal to gardeners 
across north America.
 Are you wondering why Proven winners chose 
these plants or this combination? This combination 
was chosen because they asked tens of thousands 
of gardeners back in June of this year. out of dozens 
of combinations, consumers picked Bermuda skies 
for its fresh, pastel colors that are favored by many 
gardeners.

Deer Defeat To Participate 
in Upcoming Shows
Deer Defeat “it Can’t Be Beat” will participate in the 
Maymont Flower & Garden show in richmond, Va. 
(Feb. 9-12) and at the n.J. Flower & Garden show 
in edison, n.J. (Feb 16-19). 
(www.deerdefeat.com)

https://www.coronatoolsusa.com
http://www.gardeners.com
http://www.deerdefeat.com
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Hot off the Press
Kathryn aalto, 
nature and Human 
intervention, luciano 
Giubbilei Design, 135 
pages, £35. Available 
now. The laurent-Perrier 
Garden at the 2011 
Chelsea Flower show 
captured the elegance, 
lightness and sense 
of understatement 
representative of 
champagne. entitled 

Nature and Human Intervention, the gold-medal 
garden was a collaboration between three acclaimed 
artists — garden designer luciano Giubbilei, 
architect Kengo Kuma, and sculptor Peter randall-
Page. Captured in essays by Kathryn Aalto 
and photographs by steve wooster, the book shows 
how artists, craftsmen and suppliers worked together 
to expose, highlight and craft beauty in this particular 
show garden. 

sylvia Bernstein, 
aquaponic 
gardening: a step-
By-step guide to 
Raising Vegetables 
and Fish Together, 
new society Publishers, 
288 pages, paperback, 
$29.95. Available 
now. Aquaponics is a 
revolutionary system 
for growing plants by 

fertilizing them with the wastewater from fish in a 
sustainable closed system. Aquaponic Gardening is 
the definitive do-it-yourself home manual, focused 
on giving you all the tools you need to create your 
own aquaponic system and enjoy healthy, safe, 

fresh and delicious food all year round. starting with 
an overview of the theory, benefits and potential of 
aquaponics, the book goes on to explain system 
location considerations and hardware components. 

sonia day, The 
Untamed garden, 
a Revealing Look 
at Our Love affair 
with plants, 
McClelland & stewart, 
240 pages, full-color 
photos and illustrations 
throughout, hardcover, 
$24.95. Available now. 
sonia brings together 
delicious tidbits from 
myth, history, botany 

and plant lore to reveal how plants have seduced 
our hearts, minds and bodies throughout the ages. 
organized in thematic chapters that loosely follow 
the arc of a love affair, the book journeys from 
“innocence,” through such stages as “Flirtation,” 
“seduction,” “lust,” “Deception,” and “rapture.” 
scattered throughout are love potions, examples 
from the Victorian “language of flowers,” and 
charming anecdotes.

derek Fell, 
Monet’s garden 
2012 wall 
Calendar, Brown 
Trout, $13.99. Available 
now. This calendar 
is in its 20th year of 
continuous publication. 
Fell will return to 
Monet’s Garden in May 
for fresh images to 

perpetuate the calendar through 2013 and beyond.

Kate Frederick 
(author) and denny 
schrock (editor), Better 
Homes and gardens 
gardening Made 
simple, John wiley & 
sons, inc., 360 pages, 
$24.99. Available now. 
whether you’re a beginner 
looking for a basic guide 
to plants, garden tools, 

and techniques or a seasoned gardener searching 
for new project ideas, you’ll find everything you need 
in this book. it’s full of easy-to-follow, step-by-step 
instructions, with more than 1,200 colorful photographs 
to show you how to achieve success with your 
landscape and edible gardens without a lot of fuss. 
Gardening has never been this simple, or this fun! 

Megan McConnell 
Hughes (author & editor) 
and denny schrock 
(editor), Better Homes 
and gardens water 
gardening, John wiley 
& sons, inc., 224 pages, 
$19.99. Available now. 
There’s nothing more 
calming than a beautiful, 
tranquil water garden, 
and now it’s easier than 

ever to plan and create your own water feature at 
home. Better Homes and Gardens® Water Garden-
ing gives you dozens of projects — from ponds and 
pools to streams, fountains, waterfalls, rain gardens, 
bog gardens, containers, and more — complete with 
plant-by-number plans and easy-to-follow instructions 
to guide you from inspiration to completion. includes 
more than 325 gorgeous photos.

Continued on page 24
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Marty wingate, 
The garden plot, 
eBook, $4.99. Available 
now. The story 
follows Pru Parke, a 
middle-aged American 
gardener who turns 
up more than weeds. 
she’s moved to london 
to start a new life, but 
she’s having a terrible 
time finding a job – until 
she lands a big garden 

makeover in Chelsea. There, she finds murder, 
secrets and lies when she unearths an ancient 
roman mosaic in the garden.

ellen Zachos 
(author), deb wiley 
and denny schrock 
(editors), Better 
Homes and gar-
dens Orchid gar-
dening, John wiley & 
sons, inc., 224 pages, 
$19.99. Available now. 
everyone loves orchids! 
And you’ll find more 
ways to love them with 

Better Homes and Gardens® Orchid Gardening. even 
if you’ve never grown an orchid, this straightforward 
and comprehensive guide makes it simple to grow 
and maintain beautiful orchids year in and year out. 
with more than 525 gorgeous color photos and easy-
to-follow directions for all kinds of projects, it’s the 
perfect guide to planning and maintaining your dream 
orchid collection.

Hot off the Press                  continued

Karen weir Jimer-
son (author), Kate 
Frederick and denny 
schrock (editors), 
Better Homes 
and gardens Herb 
gardening, John 
wiley & sons, inc., 224 
pages, $19.99. Avail-
able now. nothing tastes 
better than foods made 
with fresh herbs from 

your own backyard. Better Homes and Gardens® 
Herb Gardening provides a comprehensive guide to 
planning, planting, creating and caring for a beautiful 
and delicious herb garden. You’ll fall in love with the 
flavor and versatility of homegrown herbs for use in 
the kitchen, in crafts, and in beauty treatments. Filling 
your home with fresh, aromatic herbs is easier than 
ever! Contains 575 gorgeous full-color photos, 35 
recipes from the Better Homes and Gardens® Test 
Kitchen, and 35 herbal projects.

Betsy 
pinover 
schiff, 
windows 
on Central 
park: The 
Landscape 
Revealed, 
schiffer 
Publishing 

ltd., 160 pages, 143 color photographs, hardcover, 
$45. Available now. Pinover schiff showcases a 
dazzling and never-before-seen collection of Central 
Park views from the vantage point of windows and 
terraces on all sides of the park. Armed with a rolling 

suitcase of cameras, lenses, tripod and stepladder 
Pinover Schiff’s trek across Central Park was a five-
year work in progress to gain access to more than 
100 private apartments, hotels and museums. A 
nighttime view of Tavern on the Green in the snow-
laden park, the roof of the Metropolitan Museum roof 
shot in the rain with the somber Park beyond, and 
the undulating shoreline of the reservoir framed by 
trees in blazing fall color are among the photographs. 
sixteen well-known people including Candice 
Bergen, Donald Trump, Giorgio Armani and Paul 
Goldberger express thoughts and feelings on what 
they see from their own windows.

Marty wingate, 
Landscaping 
for privacy: 
innovative ways to 
Turn your Outdoor 
space into a 
peaceful Retreat, 
Timber Press, 152 
pages, paperback, 
$19.95. Available 
now. Landscaping for 

Privacy brims with creative ideas for minimizing 
or even eliminating the nuisances that intrude on 
your personal outdoor space. scores of real-world 
examples show you how to keep the outside world at 
bay by strategically placing buffers (such as berms or 
groups of small trees), barriers (such as fences), and 
screens (arbors or hedges, for example) around your 
property. And the helpful plant lists tell you precisely 
which varieties to choose to enhance your sense of 
seclusion. if you’ve ever felt frustrated by the lack of 
privacy whenever you step outside your home, this 
inspiring book will steer you toward an achievable 
solution.

Continued from page 23



page 25 quill & Trowel newsleTTer       no. 6     DeCeMBer 2011

   Welcome to the following new members who joined the association in October and November 2011

neW MeMBers

Kathryn Aalto
Kathryn Aalto Design
9 Highcroft
exeter, eX4 4Jq  Great Britain
(o) 1392434108
(H) 1392434108
(F) 1392434108
kathrynaalto@hotmail.com
www.kathrynaaltodesign.com
www.kathrynaaltodesign.com/narratives

staci Catron
Cherokee Garden library
130 west Paces Ferry rd. nw
Atlanta, GA 30305
(o) 404.814.4046
(H) 404.277.1261
(F) 404.814.4175
scatron@atlantahistorycenter.com
atlantahistorycenter.com/
cherokeegardenlibrary

linda Crago
Tree and Twig Heirloom Vegetable Farm
74038 reg rd. 45
wellandport, on l0r 2J0 Canada
(o) 905.386.7388
(H) 905.386.7388 
treeandtwig@sympatico.ca
www.treeandtwig.ca
www.treeandtwigheirlooms.blogspot.com

Amy Daniel
Fall Creek Farm & nursery, inc.
39318 Jasper-lowell rd.
lowell, or 97452
(o) 541.762.1737
(H) 541.912.7236
(F) 541.937.3373
amyd@fallcreeknursery.com
fallcreeknursery.com
fallcreeknursery.com/blog

suzanne DeJohn
218 n. Main st.
Cambridge, VT 05444
(o) 802.393.3108
(H) 802.644.6325
suzanne@suzannesfarm.com

Bob Fowler
15 Highview Dr.
new Gloucester, Me 04260
(o) 207.926.6195
(H) 207.926.6195
bobfowlerinmaine@gmail.com

eaglesong evans Gardener
willows lodge
14580 ne 145th st.
woodinville, wA 98072
(o) 360.794.2938
(F) 425.424.2585
eaglesong.gardener@willowslodge.com
www.willowslodge.com

sandy Gillis
1948 Braeburn rd.
Altadena, CA 91001
(o) 626.394.2834
(H) 626.394.2834
sandyjimail@gmail.com

Tammi Hartung
1270 Field Ave.
Canon City, Co 81212
(o) 719.275.0651
(H) 719.275.0651
(F) 719.275.0815
rclover@bresnan.net
DesertCanyonFarmGreenThoughts.
   wordpress.com

Frances Hopkins
under A Foot Plant Co.

4742 liberty rd. s. #326
salem, or 97302
(o) 523.581.8915
fran@stepables.com
ww.stepables.com

ronald Javitch
Javitch natural History rare Book Foundation
P.o. Box 67 - station H
Montreal, qC H3G 2K5 Canada
(o) 514.282.0000
javitch.foundation@videotron.ca

ross Martin
700 e 9th st. #3
new York, nY 10009
(o) 917.687.0086
(H) 212.780.9031
(F) 212.780.9031
rossmartin@earthlink.net
rossmartindesign.com
gothamgardensnyc.com

Toby Musgrave
Baunevang 22
Birkeroed, 3460 Denmark
(o) +45 45820087
(H) +45 60108024
Toby@tobymusgrave.com
www.tobymusgrave.com

Carole Ann rollins
nature Technologies int’l llC
14 Tilden Dr.
novato, CA 94947
(o) 415.898.5895
(H) 415.895.1410
info@nature-technologies.com

walter schmidtke
56 woodcrest ln.

elk Grove Village, il 60007
(o) 847.815.2816
(H) 847.640.6382 
wally@pesches.com
www.pesches.com

Beth stetenfeld
PlantPostings
5213 rustling oaks ln.
McFarland, wi 53558
(o) 608.219.5660
plantpostings@gmail.com
plantpostings.blogspot.com

Amy stonestrom
Heritage Design
800 Vine st.
Hudson, wi 54016
(o) 651.695.0297
(H) 651.695.0297
(F) 651.695.0297
amystonestrom@gmail.com
www.heritagedes.com

Alicia wells
4224 Chapin Ct.
Grove City, oH 43123
(o) 614.357.3208
(H) 614.357.3208
wells40@email.franklin.edu

Paul Zimmerman
Paul Zimmerman roses
P.o. Box 129
Campobello, sC 29322
(o) 864.363.2064
paul@paulzimmermanroses.com
www.paulzimmermanroses.com
www.finegardening.com/blog/roses
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dates & events

January 11-12
2012 Garden Center symposium, Country springs 
Hotel, waukesha, wis. “Helping You sleep Better at 
night” is the goal of the 48th annual Garden Center 
symposium. The symposium will address those 
subjects that have been known to cause many a 
sleepless night among today’s garden center 
(www.gardencentersymposium.com)

January 11-13
Mid-Atlantic nursery Trade show (MAnTs), 
Baltimore Convention Center, Baltimore, Md. 
(http://www.mants.com)

January 18-20
MiD-AM Horticultural Trade show, navy Pier, 
Chicago, ill. (www.midam.org)

January 18-20
Tropical Plant industry exhibition (TPie), Broward 
County Convention Center, Ft. lauderdale, Fla. 
(www.fngla.org/tpie/)

January 20-29
69th Annual Cleveland Home & Garden show 
(Central environmental nursery Trade show), The 
Great lakes expo Center, euclid, ohio 
(www.homeandflower.com/cleveland/)

January 22
osu nursery short Course — Annual P.l.A.n.T. 
seminar, Greater Columbus Convention Center, 
Columbus, ohio. (www.onla.org)

January 23-25
CenTs 2012 Marketplace (Central environmental 
nursery Trade show), sponsored by the ohio 
nursery & landscape Association, Greater 
Columbus Convention Center, Columbus, ohio. 
onlA Annual Business Meeting & Breakfast 
(Jan. 24-25) (www.onla.org)

January 24-25
new Jersey nursery and landscape Association 
Trade show, new Jersey Convention Center, edison, 
n.J. (www.njplantshow.com)

January 25-28
AnlA Management Clinic, Galt House Hotel & 
suites, louisville, Ky. Theme: The Clinic: Feed Your 
Mind. Grow Your Business. (www.anlaclinic.org)

FEBruary 1-3
new england Grows!, Boston Convention & 
exhibition Center, Boston, Mass. The Garden Center 
success! will be offered Feb. 1 from 8:30 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. introduced to rave reviews last year, this 
one-day intensive seminar will focus on helping 
garden center professionals buck retail market 
predictions and fight for their businesses in these 
turbulent times. new england Grows! will grant 
complimentary registration to editorial members of 
the press as well as qualified bloggers. (Visit www.
newenglandgrows.org or contact Jennifer Barich, 
JBarich@NewEnglandGrows.org;508.653.3009.)

FEBruary 8-12
northwest Flower & Garden show, 
“A Floral symphony...Gardens Take note,” wash-
ington state Convention Center, seattle, wash. 
(www.gardenshow.com)

March 10-18
Chicago Flower & Garden show with the theme 
“Hort Couture,” navy Pier, Chicago, ill. The show’s 
new look is designed by the Chicago creative firm of 
BatesMeron sweet Design and is based on a series 
of garden girls that will grace the cover of the show’s 
guide. They’ll also model in CTA ads, on street pole 
banner signs and in other advertising and marketing 
materials. A commemorative poster of the designs 
will be sold at the show. (www.ChicagoFlower.com)

March 14-16
HorTeC expo 2012, Kenyatta international 
Conference Center, nairobi, Kenya (http://www.
esuppliersindia.com/tradefairs/HORTEC-EXPO-
2012-F21631.html)

March 21-25
san Francisco Flower & Garden show, san Mateo 
event Center, san Mateo, Calif. This is California’s 
biggest garden show with 25 fabulous gardens, a 
huge Victory Garden, more than 60 seminars, a 
cooking stage and a wine tasting garden. 
(www.sfgardenshow.com)

OcTOBEr 12-15
GwA Annual symposium, westin la Paloma resort, 
Tucson, Ariz. (www.gardenwriters.org)

http://www.gardencentersymposium.com
http://www.mants.com
http://www.midam.org
http://www.fngla.org/tpie/
http://www.homeandflower.com/cleveland/
http://www.onla.org
http://www.onla.org
http://www.njplantshow.com
http://www.anlaclinic.org
http://www.newenglandgrows.org
http://www.newenglandgrows.org
mailto:JBarich@NewEnglandGrows.org
http://www.gardenshow.com
http://www.ChicagoFlower.com
http://www.esuppliersindia.com/tradefairs/HORTEC-EXPO-2012-F21631.html
http://www.esuppliersindia.com/tradefairs/HORTEC-EXPO-2012-F21631.html
http://www.esuppliersindia.com/tradefairs/HORTEC-EXPO-2012-F21631.html
http://www.sfgardenshow.com
http://www.gardenwriters.org

