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GWA Gold Media Award Winners Revealed Garden Tours To Be
The recipients of the
2010 GWA Gold
Awards for Best
Talent or Product
were a carefully
guarded secret
until the Annual
Banquet at the
GWA Annual
Symposium in
Dallas. The Gold
Award level is the
award for Best Talent or Best Product.
All Silver Award recipients (previously announced and listed online)
undergo a second round of judging as a competitive evaluation of the work in relation to other award
recipients. Best of category awards represent the
very best of each talent (writing, photography, etc.)
and product (book, magazine, newspaper, etc.)
category.

2010 Gold Awards

Best Talent

and

Featured in December

Best Product

Best Magazine Writing

Irene Virag, “Ultimate Eater” published by
Nature’s Garden (http://www.irenevirag.com)
“Irene’s treatment of the life and habits of the
praying mantis was just right — not too long, not
too technical, and sprinkled with enough sprightly
prose to make it an easy and entertaining read.”
— Awards Judge

Best Newspaper Writing

Mariana Greene, “A Bit of the U.K. in Bloom,”
published by The Dallas Morning News
(http://www.dallasnews.com/)
“Mariana’s words brought this little old lady
alive and offered something that every gardener
can identify with in the soul-sustaining side of
gardening. At the same time, she exhibited enough
professional journalism and objectivity to avoid
making the story too sappy.” —Awards Judge

Members who are leading or sponsoring a garden
tour in 2011, will have the opportunity to announce
these tours in the December 2010 Quill & Trowel
newsletter. Let other GWA members know what
exciting plans are in store for them. Information
and photos should be forwarded to Carol Ledbetter
(editor@gardenwriters.org).

— Submission deadline: Nov. 15 —
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Best Book Writing

Julie Moir Messervy, Home Outside, published
by Taunton Press http://www.jmmds.com/

Best Bulletin Writing

Wendy Scott for “Our Urban Forest,” published
by Delaware Center for Horticulture http://dehort.
org/
“Jam-packed with interesting facts that help
provoke thought about the value of trees in a format
that invites both browsing and in-depth study of a
variety of issues.” —Awards Judge

Best Electronic Media Writing

Irvin Etienne for the “Indianapolis Museum of Art
Blog,” published by the Indianapolis Museum of Art
http://www.imamuseum.org/blog/2009/03/20/me-and-barbie/
http://www.imamuseum.org/blog/2009/06/12/bzzzz-bzzzz/
http://www.imamuseum.org/blog/2009/07/10/echinacea-nation/
“Inventive use of humor, along with very solid
information – I laughed so hard I cried, but also got
good information in the process.” —Awards Judge

Best Photography

Roger Foley for the book, A Clearing in the
Woods: Creating Contemporary Gardens, published
by Monacelli Press ( http://www.foleyfoto.com/
gallery.html?folio=&gallery=A%20CLEARING%20
IN%20THE%20WOODS)
“Roger’s own aesthetic comes through clearly. It
is rare to find a photographer who is as comfortable

as Roger is photographing open space. These are
not easy spaces and locations to photograph, yet
he does it with style, a lightness and grace – this is
the ART of garden photography.” —Awards Judge

Best Illustration

Sharon Lovejoy for the book, Toad Cottages &
Shooting Stars, published by Workman Publishing
(http://www.sharonlovejoy.com/)
“The illustrations in this charming book were
so appropriate for the subject. And they were wellused and balanced with the use of photography.”
—Awards Judge

Best Graphic Design

Robin Horton for “Urban Gardens Blog,”
published on (http://www.urbangardensweb.com)
“Simple in its look and feel, yet complex when
explored – a great marriage of good design,
function and purpose. Clear in concept and

execution it was refreshing for a media form that is
almost always the opposite.” —Awards Judge

Best Magazine

Bonnier Corporation for Garden Design:
Sept./Oct. 2009 (http://www.gardendesign.com/)

Best Book

Timber Press for The American Meadow Garden
(http://www.timberpress.com/)

Best Technical Book

ENO Publishers for Rain Gardening in the South
(http://www.enopublishers.org/Site/Rain_Gardening.html)

Best Electronic Media

Grace Design Associates for
http://www.gracedesignassociates.com
“Wonderful images and very restrained and
pleasant writing style, coupled with ease of
navigation.” —Awards Judge

Best Trade

David Austin Roses for David Austin Handbook
of Roses 2010 (http://www.davidaustinroses.com/
american/advanced.asp)
“Elevated a trade catalog into the realm of
artistic with the inclusion of full page images
showing gorgeous context and combinations –
mouth-watering and well done!” —Awards Judge
Congratulations to all of these winners! For a
complete list of 2010 award recipients, visit the
GWA website under the Awards Program tab.
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Presidents Message
Garden Writers Dallas,
the 62nd Annual GWA
Symposium, was
networking, garden
tours, classroom
sessions, hot, first
timers, longtime friends,
hot, tweeting, good
food, floating pumpkins,
hot, non-stop, photos,
blogging, freebies, hot,
awards, raffle tickets,
a school garden,
karaoke, hot, videos.
In short, Dallas GWA
Symposium sizzled — and not just the temperature!
Kudos to all involved in the Dallas symposium
and there are many to thank — sponsors who
generously underwrote the cost of meals, activities
and other things that contribute to the success and
affordability of the symposium; the speakers who
shared their expertise and knowledge and often
challenged the audience with a new idea or way
of thinking; the trade show exhibitors that brought
new plants and products to attendees; Jimmy
Turner and the local arrangements committee for
Dallas gardens that dazzled; Debra Prinzing for
assembling a great lineup of educational programs,
and Bob LaGasse and his staff for a symposium
that occurred with smooth efficiency and behindthe-scene support. Now, remember what your
mother taught you and send a note of thanks to
those involved in the success of GWA Dallas! And,
a special thanks to everyone who made the trip to
Dallas – I hope it was more than you expected.
It was my pleasure to preside during the
banquet and to recognize some true professionals
and friends such as Alan and Linda Detrick
who were inducted into the GWA Hall of Fame and
Cathy Wilkinson Barash and Bill Thomas

who were awarded GWA Fellow status. In addition,
Ralph Pinkus was given the Local Recognition
Award, Warren Roberts was made an Honorary
Member of GWA, and the Wilfred J. Jung Award
for Distinguished Service was bestowed on AllAmerica Rose Selections. Congratulations
to all these award recipients. Congratulations also
to the GWA Media Gold Awards winners listed on
pages 1-2.
This issue of the Quill & Trowel is packed
with important and informative information. Janet
Endsley presents great information that is helpful
to both novice and seasoned speakers in “So You
Want to be a Speaker,” and don’t miss “Through
the Eyes of a First Timer” by John Markowski,
a first time symposium attendee. I had the pleasure
of spending some time with John at the banquet at
the Dallas Arboretum and members like him are the
future of GWA. In addition, “Facebook Essentials”
is the topic of this issue’s Working the Web column
and be sure to peruse the other regular columns
and information.
As GWA moves forward, we are fortunate
to have Officers and Board Members devoted to
bettering GWA and the election results can be found
on page 11. These GWA leaders all are volunteers
and I appreciate their contributions and willingness
to serve the membership.
Believe it or not, the 63rd GWA Annual
Symposium in Indianapolis, Ind., is in the planning
stages and the committees are already in place
and working on the tours, programs and activities.
To those of you who made the trip to Dallas, thanks
for sharing my hometown. I appreciate all your kind
words and support.

Janel Leatherman
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GWA Honors Awards Presented in Dallas
Key members of the gardening communications profession were recognized
during the Garden Writers Association Symposium Annual Banquet.

2010-11 GWA
Board of Directors
Officers

The highest honor that the GWA can bestow on
a member whose life and career has materially
reflected and advanced the objectives of GWA, the
garden communications profession and gardening
in North America is the GWA Hall of Fame.

GWA Hall of Fame
Alan & Linda Detrick

opportunities in photography. Alan wrote Macro
Photography for Gardeners and Nature Lovers.
Alan and Linda were elected as GWA Fellows
in 1995.
The honor of being a GWA Fellow was bestowed
upon Cathy Wilkinson Barash and R.
William Thomas. A GWA Fellow is a member
who has demonstrated exceptionally high degrees
of skill and professional ethics, and dedication to
the objectives of the GWA.

Fellow
Cathy Wilkinson Barash

In 1993, a combination of factors offered Alan and
Linda an opportunity to leave the field of sales
and try something new in their lives. Alan’s desire
to create, combined with a love of photography,
led to the establishment of Alan & Linda Detrick
Photography LLC, a stock agency specializing in
horticulture and related subjects.
Alan is responsible for all aspects of the
photography — from capture to completion.
An experienced instructor, Alan has lectured
and led photography workshops for professional
organizations and public gardens. His award
winning work has appeared worldwide in major
publications. The advent of digital technology
brought additional challenges and offered new

Cathy is a lifelong
organic gardener.
From childhood,
she has held
firm a belief in
economy of
space and time
in the garden,
mainly by planting
edibles among
ornamentals.
Anne Raver
of The New
York Times was the first to call her a “gourmet
horticulturist” as she practices edible landscaping
— specializing in edible flowers — and is a gourmet
cook.
Since 1986, Cathy has managed her own
successful freelance business as a photographer,
writer, author of 11 books, designer and
professional speaker. She is best known as the
author of Edible Flowers from Garden to Palate.
A lifelong New Yorker (Long Island), she

President	

Secretary

Janel Leatherman
Zinnia Productions

Kirk Brown
Joanne Kostecky
Garden Design

Vice President

Debra Prinzing
Freelance
Treasurer	

Larry Hodgson
HortiCom, Inc.

Past President

Anne Marie Van Nest
Freelance

Directors
Region I

Ellen Zachos (2013 N)
Acme Plant Stuff
C.L. Fornari (2011 R)
The Garden Lady
Sabine Stezenbach (2012 R)
Town & Gardens

Region V

Melinda Myers (2013 N)
Freelance
Linda Nitchman (2012 R)
Freelance
Amy McDowell (2011 R)
Freelance

Region II

Steve Maurer (2012 N)
	Nemours Museum
& Gardens		
Dan Benarcik (2012 R)
Chanticleer Foundation
Kathy Jentz (2011 R)
	Washington Gardener
Region III

Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp (2013 N)
	Write for You!
Christine Kelleher (2012 R)
Aris Horticultural Services
Susan Trusty (2011 R)
The Trusty Gardener
Region IV

Linda Askey (2012 N)
	New Leaves
Carol Brouwer (2012 R)
Freelance
Becky Heath (2011 R)
Brent & Becky’s Bulbs

Region VI

Keith Muraoka (2011 N)
Syndicated Columnist
Pat Munts (2012 R)
	Spokesman Review
Nan Sterman (2011 R)
Plant Soup, Inc.
Region VII

Veronica Sliva (2012 N)
	Sliva Communications
Donna Dawson (2011 R)
www.ICanGarden.com
Kathy Wood (2012 R)
Beyond the Garden Gate

N = National Director
R = Regional Director

Continued on page 5

page 4

quill & Trowel newsletter

No. 5

October 2010

Continued from page 4

relocated to Des Moines, Iowa, in 1997 to take the
position of executive garden editor for Meredith
Books. She has worked for Ros Creasy for the
past four years on her Edible Landscaping book.
Currently, she writes a column for Gardening
How-To, weekly community newspaper articles
distributed by Cool Springs Press, and franchise
manuals for Chocolaterie Stam.
Cathy has served on the GWA Board of
Directors and two years as President of GWA and
the GWA Foundation.

Fellow
R. William Thomas

Bill has learned
much from GWA.
He joined GWA
in 1991 and he
has served on the
Board of Directors,
as National
Secretary,
Treasurer, and
Vice President,
and was local
co-chair for the
2000 GWA annual
symposium. He
has authored three books (Ortho’s Book of Vines,
Hearst’s Trees and Shrubs and Time-Life’s Trees),
co-authored Brooklyn Botanic’s Growing Conifers,
published numerous articles and photographs, and
lectures frequently.
Bill holds a B.S. and an M.S. in Ornamental
Horticulture from the University of WisconsinMadison, where he was a teaching assistant. He
began a 26-year career at Longwood Gardens,
Kennett Square, Pa. He finished his Longwood
career leading the Research and Greenhouse
Production Divisions.
Bill arrived at Chanticleer, a 35-acre pleasure
garden outside of Philadelphia, in 2003. He leads
the Chanticleer staff in its development of the young

garden. Bill emphasizes an environmental approach
to the property, a multi-decade/century look at
maintenance, and is bringing the diverse areas of
the former estate into one cohesive garden.
The Wilfred J. Jung Distinguished Service Award is
given to a GWA Allied Trade company in memory of
former GWA Executive Director Wil Jung.

Wilfred J. Jung Distinguished
Service Award
All-America
Rose
Selections

All-America Rose
Selections is a
nonprofit association
dedicated to the
introduction and promotion of exceptional roses.
The AARS runs the world’s most challenging
horticultural testing program and consistently
recognizes roses that will be easy to grow and
require minimal care by today’s busy homeowner.
Since 1938, the AARS testing program has
encouraged the rose industry to improve the
disease resistance, ease of care and beauty of
roses. Today, the AARS program is one of the most
successful and highly regarded of its kind, having
brought to the forefront some of the most popular
roses in history, such as Peace, Knock Out and
Bonica.
AARS Winning Roses are labeled with the
AARS red rose seal of approval to distinguish them
from other plants in the nursery. The association is
very active in providing information and educational
resources to the gardening communications
profession in an effort to advance public education
and appreciation for rose culture.
An Honorary Member is a non-member who has
contributed measurably to the objectives of GWA
through professional or avocational activites.
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Honorary Member
Warren Roberts

Warren, the
superintendent
emeritus of the
University of
California Davis
Arboretum, retired
in 2009, after 37
years of service
to UC Davis and
the horticultural
community. He
joined UC Davis as
Arboretum Superintendent in 1972 and is renowned
for his plant knowledge. He also shares his plant
knowledge via regular radio interviews, walking and
driving tours of the arboretum, lectures, e-mail, etc.
Warren is the longtime botanical editor for the
International Plant Propogators Society. He was the
chair of the Horticultural Committee on California’s
“floristic bible,” the Jepson Manual: Higher Plants of
California.
The Local Committee Award is presented to a special
individual in the geographic area of the symposium
who has made a difference in advancing the public
perception and practice of gardening.

Local Recognition Award
Ralph Pinkus

Jimmy Turner presented
the award to Muriel on behalf
of Ralph. Ralph and Muriel
Pinkus opened up North
Haven Gardens in Dallas in
1951. With a commitment
to quality and value for their
customers, the nursery
has grown into one of the
most respected horticultural
ventures in the area.
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Working The Web

Facebook Essentials
BY PAIGE WORTHY
Every garden writer today should be on Facebook. Easy
for me to say, right?
I’m 27 years old, a product of this generation: the
“Me” generation. I’ve been a member of Facebook since
the very first day it came to my university campus in
the fall of 2004. Everyone on my newspaper staff sat
around the newsroom that afternoon, poking, writing on
blank white walls. Text on a white background. That’s all
it was.
In the past six years, a lot has changed.
For the site: Once available only to college
students in the United States — beginning with Harvard
and the Ivy League and slowly spreading to other
campuses — it is now open to anyone with an e-mail
address.
For me: I’ve opened a second professional
account — this is technically against the rules, so I
hear — and my friends lists have grown, collectively, to
almost 1,000 friends. I’m an administrator for four fan
pages, one for my own writing.
It’s hard for early adopters to remember what
Facebook even did before links and video and FarmVille
and Mafia Wars and gifts and fan pages. But, before
Facebook exploded, and all the bells and whistles took
over, the site had one core purpose: communication.
Filter through all those applications and extras, and
that purpose is still there. I use the site to keep up with
family members all over the country, communicate with
co-workers and colleagues, organize events and share
photos from those events. The list goes on.
According to Facebook’s website, there are more
than 500 million active users on Facebook, 50 percent
of whom log on during any given day. The average user
has 130 friends, and users spend more than 700 billion
minutes per month on Facebook.
Facebook’s user base is massive, and it’s incredibly
diverse. Seventy percent of Facebook users live
outside the United States, and the site’s content has
been translated into countless languages. The fastest

growing group of users on the site is women between
the ages of 55 and 65. (You wouldn’t want to be in touch
with them, would you?)
Even if you’re not interested in Facebook for
yourself, there’s a good chance that the people you’re
trying to reach out to are. So, get yourself an account
and start communicating.
If maintaining your privacy is a concern, know
that a lot has changed about what it means to be a
Facebook user, too. A couple of years ago, to be on
the site meant sharing every personal detail with every
single friend, across the board. Now, there are friend
filters and custom levels of security to help you control
who sees what information you’ve put out there.
If you’re looking to build a more personal following
or a way to actively connect with your readers and fans
— actually write on their walls, comment on photos
of their kids and everyday activities — then this is the
route for you. You can adjust your personal privacy
settings, stop setting up and just start engaging.
But, perhaps even better, if you have a large base
already and are just looking to close the loop and
give that massive user base a central location to hear
about you: Fan pages let you make certain information

visible to any Facebook user, publicly, without exposing
anything personal about yourself — unless you choose
to do so. In essence, after creating a fan page, you’ll be
an administrator of your personal brand on Facebook.
(A fan page means never having to play FarmVille with
a reader.)
Every time someone clicks “Like” on your page,
unless they’ve really dialed down the content they make
public to their friends, that “like” will be recorded in their
news feed. Which means a notification will pop up in
page 6

each of their friends’ news feeds. It’s hard for a press
release to go viral, but on Facebook, if news of your
work is reaching the right people, there’s no telling how
quickly it could spread outward to their network.

Facebook accounts and fan pages will never
replace your other modes of communication. The key to
being successful with social media and online outreach
is creating a big communication loop, making sure
people can find you wherever they go on the Internet.
List your major news and share samples of your
work everywhere. Don’t expect people to rely on one
source for information. Cover your bases. Every major
magazine, newspaper or publishing house worth its
salt also has a presence on Facebook. Put your best
foot forward by making sure you are where they are.
Communicate with them. Show interest in their content.
Share your own with them. Include a link to your
Facebook page in every issue of your e-mail newsletter.
Create a bar on your website of social media links that
encourage people to find you on Facebook, follow you
on Twitter, connect with you on LinkedIn, watch your
YouTube videos, view your Flickr photos.
Every garden writer should be on Facebook. Your
readers are, and so are other writers.
Paige Worthy is a full-time freelance writer and editor,
and former editor of Lawn & Garden Retailer magazine,
a trade publication for the horticulture industry. You can
see her fledgling fan page at
http://www.facebook.com/paigeworthydotcom.
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Executive Director’s Report
A tremendous thank you
goes to multitudes of
members who helped
to make the Dallas
symposium such a great
success. Total attendance
at this year’s symposium
was 476 registered
delegates and 76 exhibitors
occupied 87 booths.
Special appreciation
is extended to Debra
Prinzing as chair of the
program committee and
Jimmy Turner who chaired the local arrangements
committee. And, once again, we thank all our meeting
sponsors that generously support the symposium in
order to reduce members’ costs.
We extend our hearty congratulations to our Gold
Garden Media Award recipients who were announced
at the GWA annual banquet. The list of all GWA
Garden Media Award recipients is presented in this
newsletter and posted on the website. Also announced
at the banquet were our national honors recipients for
2010. The list of new Fellows, Hall of Fame and other
recipients starts on page 4 of this issue and is also
posted on the GWA website. Congratulations to all our
distinguished honorees for this year.

Presentation Recordings

If you missed a program presentation or simply want a
copy of a program you heard, audio recordings of the
presentation sessions can now be purchased online
as downloadable MP3 files. Handout materials are
also available online through the audio recording page.
There is no charge for the handout downloads. Look for
the audio recordings ad on page 27 of this newsletter
for links to the website order area.

On to Indy

Our Indianapolis Symposium Committee has been
working for a year to get ready for GWA in 2011. Now
they are kicking everything into high gear to have
their final tour selections ready for Board approval
in January. Look for story tour announcements in

February and April. You can also follow the Local
Arrangements Subcommittee’s activities online at www.
gardenwritersindy2011.info and on twitter at www.twitter.
com/GWA2011.

Awards Entries

Media awards entries for 2011 must be postmarked by
Jan. 1 for early entry discounts and by Jan. 31, for final
acceptance. Look for the awards entry announcement on
page 25 of this Q&T. Parties interested in volunteering
to help in judging the awards entries should contact
committee chair Beth Botts.

Student Scholarships

The GWA Foundation is accepting scholarship
applications from students in journalism and horticulture
for the 2011 Spring term. If you know a school or
student that qualifies for the program, please make
them aware these opportunities exist. The deadline for
submissions is Dec. 10, 2010. CLICK HERE for
more information on the scholarship program.

Call For Presentations:

The dust hasn’t settled on the 2010 symposium, and

we are already starting program development for
the 2011 meeting in Indianapolis. In this issue is the
first call to GWA members and industry for program
presentations. All proposals must be submitted
online by the actual presentation speaker. Presenter
compensation will remain the same as this year. We
are refining our review and selection process this year;
so, we encourage everyone interested in presenting at
the symposium to submit your topic proposals as soon
as possible, but no later than Dec. 30. Look for the
symposium announcement on page 11 of this issue.
We hope you enjoy this second issue of the reformatted
Quill & Trowel provided by electronic distribution. As
always, your comments and suggestions are welcomed
and appreciated.

Robert C. LaGasse
Executive Director

Helping Us Grow
Two New Members

Kylee Baumle
Charlotte Germane
Janel Leatherman
Sharon Lovejoy
Cliff Sharples
Laura Schaub
Veronica Sliva
Jimmy Turner

One New Member

Bill Adams
Tom Alexander
Jennifer Bartley
Marianne Binetti
Kirk Brown
C. Colston Burrell
Karen Bussolini

Steven Chamblee
Stephanie Cohen
Cherie Colburn
Tina Cooper
Denise Cowie
Patty Craft
Mike Darcy
Donna Dawson
Gloria Day
Stewart Dempsey
Huck DeVenzio
Steve Dobbs
Gail Eichelberger
Barbara Emersom
Shirlee Evans
Lynn Felici-Gallant
John Fluitt
C.L. Fornari
page 7

Brienne Gluvna
Billy Goodnick
Mariana Greene
David Hobson
Doreen Howard
Kathy Huber
John Hunt
David Kuack
Valerie Liney
Jim Long
Jeff Lowenfels
Laura Mathews
Steve Maurer
Pat Munts
Dee Nash
Mary Ann Newcomer
Shelley Newman
Rose Marie Nichols-McGee

Linda Nitchman
Pete Prown
Kathy Purdy
Rita Randolph
Debbie Roberts
Deborah Robertson
Paul Rodman
Carolyn Roof
Hollen Schemmer
Kelly Smith
Don Staruk
Deborah Swanson
Debbie Teashon
Susan Tomlinson
Janet Valencis
Jean Ann Van Krevelen
Deb Wiley
Kathy Wood
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Sowing Seeds to
Help the Hungry
Jeff Lowenfels, founder of Plant A Row for the
Hungry, talks about how gardeners in Anchorage,
Alaska, sneak their overabundance of zucchini into
their neighbors’ cars just to stay ahead of the yield.
Their neighbors, of course, are doing the same.
Such produce overproduction has vexed home
gardeners for generations — and is a quandary
Julia Brizendine decided to correct. “It’s a tragedy
for any gardener to throw food away,” says
Brizendine, a lifetime gardener in Lovettsville, Va.
So, when she was searching for a way to respond
to President Obama’s call to community service in
January 2009, Brizendine naturally sought ways to
involve her gardening skills.
While surfing the Internet for ideas, she
stumbled upon Plant A Row for the Hungry. The
program’s concept struck a chord with Brizendine
for its simplicity and high impact. She was unaware
that local food pantries would even accept
perishable food donations.
Brizendine contacted Loudoun Interfaith Relief
(LIR) to confirm this fact. LIR executive director
Bonnie Inman was thrilled with her interest. “Fresh
produce seems like no big deal to most people, but
for our families it’s a true blessing,” Inman says.
“Fresh is always more desirable than canned, and

ABOVE LEFT: PAR volunteer Julia Brizendine shows off tomatoes and peppers from the garden. ABOVE CENTER:
Laura Lieberman says the beauty of PAR is there is no membership, no dues, no meetings. We want to make PAR as
easy for people as possible. ABOVE RIGHT: Mike Kondratick loading fresh produce in the refrigerated van that was
purchased with the generous grant from the non-profit group 100 Women Strong.
(Photos by Nancy Croft Baker, www.talkloudoun.com.)

it helps us conserve more of our nonperishable
items for the winter months when we don’t have
fresh produce. LIR has seen a 43 percent increase
in demand over the past fiscal year, serving a
whopping 66,789 individuals during that time.”
Brizendine posted online an invitation to the
group’s first meeting and waited to see if anyone
would respond. Fifteen people came to the first
meeting. One volunteer lived in a townhouse and
didn’t even have a garden, but saw the group as
an opportunity to do something important by simply
driving the donations to LIR. Since then, PAR
Loudoun’s cadre of growers has burgeoned to more
than 100, including large farms, boy scout troops,
church groups, schools, home gardeners, produce
stands and farmers’ markets — donating more than
23,000 pounds of freshly picked produce over the
last two growing seasons.
Donations have come from some unlikely
sources as well, such as the Loudoun Juvenile
Detention Center, that is using its new greenhouses
to grow food for PAR as a means of therapy and
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education for its young residents. PAR Loudoun
played a key role in advising LJDC on how to set up
its greenhouse program and provided free manure
for the gardens.
Loudoun Interfaith Relief’s clients couldn’t be
more grateful. A lot of food pantry clients request
fresh produce on their wish lists, and it’s such a
blessing to be able to provide it for their meals.
The blessing is mutual, notes Brizendine.
“When my aunt and I delivered three truck loads of
donated garden plants to LIR last spring, we were
overwhelmed with emotion over how surprised and
grateful people were to get free plants to grow in
their own gardens. It just feels so right.”
Mike Kondratick who picks up leftover produce
says, “When you see the line out the door of the food
pantry every weekend, it becomes a mental proxy
of how the economy is doing and to what extent
families in our country are struggling.”
For more information on Plant A Row Loudoun
and how you can become involved, please visit
www.feedloudoun.org.
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behind. I predict that sales of the recordings of the
sessions will be brisk, so others like me can get a
handle on what they missed in concurrent sessions,
and even review the sessions I attended. Hats off
to Vice President Debra Prinzing for organizing
the educational sessions. It’s a tough job, and she
fit a lot of speakers and information into the allotted
times each day.
The first tour was Saturday afternoon — to the
Dallas Arboretum. As some of you know, I have
MS, and after 10 minutes in the Dallas heat, I was
literally dragging. I took a taxi back to the hotel to
soak in a cold tub for a few hours and try to regain
my mobility. So, Linda Askey will do the honors
of telling you about the outdoor portions of the
symposium.
Tours began moments after the exhibition hall
closed. Jimmy Turner and the Dallas Arboretum
welcomed us with open arms and cold drink.
Incredible moments in the extensive garden made
the warm afternoon a pleasant memory. Although
the only breeze was on the shuttles, there were
plenty of opportunities to hop on board — if we
could forego the photo opportunities passing us by.
Thanks to all the staff and volunteers who did so
much to make our evening memorable in our minds
and in our photos.
Usually our meetings end with a banquet, but
this one began with one as well. We sighed entering
page 9

Photo by Linda Askey

The herb planters in the Lebo/Gibbs garden in Oak
Cliff made a shaded gathering spot. How nice it is
for gardeners to actually sit in a garden!

Few wanted to leave the Rister/Armstrong Garden
where we were transported to Edwardian England,
or at least a Dallas version thereof.

Photo by Linda Askey

BY CATHY WILKINSON BARASH
and LINDA ASKEY
This year’s GWA Annual Symposium will likely
go on record as the hottest ever — Dallas in
September is definitely hot and humid! Yet inside,
everything was cool. Friday afternoon started with
the Regional roundtables — lots of scintillating
discussions passed around. At the First-Timers
Reception, Kirk Brown took on a new role,
looking very different from his 18th century persona
of John Bartram, in a 10-gallon hat, giving everyone
a rousing Texas-style welcome.
The wide aisles of the trade show made it easy
to scope out the exhibits, catch up with old friends,
and network with other people. Although there were
some long-time exhibitors who were not there this
year, it was great to meet new companies. Hats
off to Tula, who showcased straw hats that many
members bought to wear in honor of Jim Wilson.
Having the second session of the trade show run
through lunch on Saturday gave attendees a good
chance to catch up on any exhibits they missed,
get in some more networking, and by the looks of it,
make off with dozens of plants.
Another change, which no doubt the sponsors
of the breakfasts appreciated — but the normal
latecomers to the meal grumbled about — was that
sit-down breakfast was served only during the first
15 minutes…no buffet for folks to pick up at the
last minute. Sustainability was the kick-off word of
the day, which segued from the ScottsMiracle-Gro
breakfast to the keynote speaker, Kiersten DeWeist.
With three tracks to choose from, it was difficult
at times to decide which presentation to attend.
Especially with emphasis on forward thinking and
technology, I for one felt at times like a Luddite.
The publishing world is changing so quickly, that
I sometimes think I’m running as fast as I can to
catch up, yet barely keeping from falling further

Photo by Linda Askey

Dallas Symposium
Wrap-Up

The pumpkin house at the Dallas Arboretum was
constructed of a few of the 40,000 pumpkins that
make up the fall display.

the air-conditioned hall, only to be treated to an
outstanding dinner, putting a delicious bow atop
the generously packaged experience. Let there be
no doubt, whether it is design, horticulture, visitor
Continued on page 10
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comfort, food or drink, there is a commitment to
quality at the Dallas Arboretum.
Kudos to the organizers for the morning
garden tours. The diverse and individualist gardens
captured imaginations and filled memory cards until
we boarded buses with lunch in hand for the midday
return to the hotel. Once seated, the veil of heat and
humidity lifted, blown away by well-aimed blasts of
air-conditioning. Then, we happily ate, chatted and
reviewed images with those around us. The sultry
air in Dallas gardens made us all appreciate the skill
and dedication of these gardeners all the more.
On Sunday, we were delighted with the highend gardens of Highland Park and Preston Hollow.
We saw how life outdoors in a hot climate is made
enjoyable with a Balinese styled garden, a stonecooled grotto with woodland views, and a garden
styled for, and perhaps by hobbits. Elsewhere, we
stepped into an Italianate garden that incorporated
locally adapted plants such as buffalograss,
followed by an award winning contemporary garden
by Michael Van Valkenburg that is a study in line
and space, the natural and the man-made.
Monday’s tours took us to the private gardens
of east Dallas, where we found plenty of chickens,
as well as stimulating planting and design. The
Stonewall Jackson school garden perhaps inspired
many of us with the understanding of how a single
plant can change and direct a child’s life. Salvaged
materials are merely crayons of a different color in
the hands of Robert Bellamy. Landscape architect
David Rolston opened his personal garden to give
witness to the importance of water and tough plants
in a Texas garden. He also designed the historic
Patterson restoration where meadows, stone and
tamed slopes provided quiet, intimate moments
on a big property. At the Rister/Armstrong garden
we stepped into Edwardian England with a garden
bounded by a U-shaped house and outbuildings.
Thrilled to be invited indoors, we marveled at the
seamless transition of home and garden. Finally, the
Japanese influenced Gibson garden by designer
Rosa Finsley proves that the garden is a world

JC McGowan (a potted yellow rose) poses with Jeff
Lowenfels at the Plant A Row for the Hungry booth during
the GWA exhibition.

apart, insulating us from the outside and coddling
us in a nourishing place.
For those who just could not get enough, post
symposium tours included a sold out day in Ft.
Worth and a half-day in the Oak Cliff neighborhood
of Dallas. Words do not express the gratitude we
feel to these gardeners who opened their homes to
our cameras and us. We wish them all the best, as
well as the return of cool autumn days very soon.
As always, the symposium closed with our
annual Awards Banquet. This year’s setting was
Union Station, a short underground walk from the
hotel. Food was provided by Wolfgang Puck’s
catering (there’s a restaurant at the top of the
hotel tower), which was superb. Judy Lowe
presented the Garden Media Awards — Silver
and then Gold winners — in what seemed like
record time. Congratulations to all the winners!!
Anne Van Nest, President of the Garden Writers
Association Foundation, held the drawings for the
raffle, which raised more than $7,000 this year.
Gary Smithwick, who was not present, won the
computer, Deb Wiley garnered the camera, and
Dave Wood the iPad.
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Anne Marie Van Nest (GWA Foundation President); Marty
Leatherman and Janel Leatherman (GWA President)
enjoying the banquet reception held at the historic Union
Station that was built in 1916.

After we finished eating, Jeff Lowenfels
gave a stirring tribute to Jim Wilson, complete
with pictures of Jim from about age 6 to a photo
taken with his beloved Janie Mandel at their home
last year, and ended by presenting Janie a book
containing members’ memories of Jim. President
Janel Leatherman presented the 2010
Distinguished Honors (see story on page 4). Jo
Ellen Myers Sharp and Irvin Etienne got us
all enthusiastic about the Indianapolis meeting next
year with a rousing video and original music by Jon
McLaughlin.
What a night, and what an honor! For the first
time, there was a “Green Room” for the press after
the banquet, with Shirley Bovshow interviewing
winners. I hate to admit that I was too exhausted to
attend Karaoke (my first miss in many years), but
word has it that Melinda Meyers was rocking
with her new knees, and folks danced and sang the
night away.
As it happens every year, I look forward to the
four or five days at the symposium for months, then
I’m there reconnecting with old friends and making
new ones, and within a blink it’s over and I’m back
home…looking forward to next year. See y’all in
Indy – Aug. 26-29, 2011.
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First Call for Presentations
2011 GWA Symposium
The Annual Symposium Committee is accepting
presentation proposals from speakers for the
2011 symposium to be held Aug. 26-29, in
Indianapolis, Ind. The committee will select
presenters based on: (1) core competency topics;
(2) interval between last topic presentation;
(3) theme/panel possibilities; (4) symposium
relevance; and (5) speaker qualification (including
professional experience and recommendations).
The committee wishes to present a
program that represents the diversity of all
members’ knowledge and skill levels, with the
overall curriculum featuring leading-edge,
professional content. We seek speakers
who make relevant, well-developed presentations.
Proposals with an underlying message of self- or
product-promotion will not be considered.
GWA symposium presenters will receive an
honorarium of $250 for solo presentations, $125
per 2-person panel participant, and $75 per 3
or more person panel participant. In addition
to the honorarium, each presenter will receive
complimentary registration fees for the day of
their presentation. The deadline for program topic
submission is Dec. 20, 2010. All proposals
must be submitted by the party who will
be speaking.
In the pursuit of topics that educate and
inspire our members, symposium presentations
will be selected in the following categories:
(1) Horticulture/Plants/Gardening; (2) Writing,
Photography & Professional Development; and
(3) Technology & New Media.
Visit First Call for Presentations to submit
your proposal.

GWA Board of Directors Election Results

The following members were elected or re-elected to serve on the GWA Board of Directors. Officers serve
a one-year term; National Directors serve a three-year term; and Regional Directors serve a two-year term.
For a full listing and photos of the Officers and Directors, visit the GWA website: www.gardenwriters.org.

OFFICERS:
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Janel Leatherman
Debra Prinzing	Larry Hodgson
Zinnia Productions
Freelance
HortiCom, Inc.
Dallas, Texas	Seattle, Wash.	Quebec City, QC, Canada
			
Secretary 	Past President
Kirk Brown
Anne Marie Van Nest
Joanne Kostecky Garden Design
Freelance
Orefield, Pa.
Austin, Texas

NATIONAL DIRECTORS:
Region I	
Region III	
Ellen Zachos
Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp
Acme Plant Stuff	Write for You!
New York, N.Y.	Indianapolis, Ind.

Region V
Melinda Myers
Freelance
Milwaukee, Wis.

REGIONAL DIRECTORS:
Region I	
Region II	
Sabine Stezenbach
Dan Benarcik
Town & Gardens
Chanticleer Foundation
Bronx, N.Y.	Wayne, Pa.

Region III	
Christine Kelleher
Aris Horticultural Services
Barberton, Ohio

Region V
Region VI	
Linda Nitchman
Pat Munts
Freelance	Spokesman Review
Glen Carbon, Ill.	Spokane, Wash.

Region VII
Kathy Wood
Beyond the Garden Gate
Bracebridge, ON, Canada

Region IV
Carol Brouwer
Freelance
Houston, Texas

Thank you to our outgoing Directors for their dedication to the GWA
Board of Directors: Bill Adams, Denise Cowie and Irene Virag.
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Edibles Surpass Lawns for
Consumer Spending Priority
The Garden Writers Association Foundation (GWAF)
has released its Summer Gardening Trends Research
Report identifying national gardening trends for the
2010 gardening season. This report is the third of four
consumer attitude surveys on gardening conducted
each year by the GWAF. The data was collected in
May by Technometrica Market Intelligence, the leading
polling organization rated most accurate in the past two
U.S. national elections. Highlights of the survey include:

Have you planted
a vegetable garden
this year?

Vegetable Growing
•
Over one half (53%) of U.S. households with a
lawn or garden report they grow vegetables in their
gardens, while 47% do not. The top outcome of the
vegetables being grown include:
–Eat Fresh (90%)
–Share With Friends and Family (66%)
–Preserve for Later (36%)
•
Donating to others (24%) was also noted as a
reason for growing vegetables
Plan to Spend the Most Money
•
More than 1 in 4 households with a lawn or garden
(27%) plan to spend the most of their gardening
dollars on fruits or vegetables this year. Nearly 1
in 5 (18%) plan to spend the most money on their
lawn or grass.
•
Americans are undecided as to what they will
spend the second-most amount of money on with
more than 1 in 4 (27%) responding “not sure”.
Lawn or grass, fruits or vegetables, trees or shrubs,
annual flowers, and perennial flowers were all at
the same response rate of 15%.

Which of the following gardening-related items
are you spending the most and second-most
amount of money on this year?

•

Combining first and second priorities for garden
spending, fruits or vegetables totaled 40% of U.S.
household expectations compared to 35% for lawn
or grass expenditures. This is the first time any
spending category has passed lawn & grass for
the #1 spending priority since the GWAF began
tracking consumer attitudes and trends in 2003.

Conserving Water
•
When it comes to conserving water, approximately
3 in 10 (30%) Americans are planning to use
more mulch to do the job, while about 1 out of 5
are planning to use either drip irrigation or more
drought tolerant plants.
•
Almost one fourth (24%) say they don’t water while
nearly 3 in 10 (29%) haven’t made any plans to
conserve water.
Planned Expenditures on Yard/Garden
•
On average, consumers are planning to spend
about $600 on their yards and gardens this year,
where expenditures include making improvements
and doing maintenance.
•
For the majority of consumers (54%), this figure
is roughly the same as it was last year, although
nearly one sixth (21%) are planning to spend more
this year and 15% are planning to spend less this
year.
Interest Levels
•
We asked consumers who have a lawn or garden
to rate their interest level in organic gardening,
water conservation, native plants, web-based
gardening information, sustainable gardening, and
garden blogs. Shown below are the results showing
the combined very high and high consumer
rankings for each item:
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–Water conservation (65%)
–Native plants (54%)
–Sustainable gardening (52%)
–Organic gardening (43%)
–Web-based gardening information (28%)
–Garden blogs (13%)
Garden Plan Purchase Destinations
•
Consumers reported they purchased garden plants
equally between garden centers/local garden stores
and mass merchant/do-it-yourself stores. Both
sources of garden plants hold an equal share in
the market at 38% each. Together, these channels
represent the vast majority of the 2010 plant
purchases (76%).
•
Mail order catalogs (3%) accounted for a small
portion of total sales by volume.
•
Other, undefined outlets accounted for the majority
of the balance of sales (8%).
Where did you purchase MOST of
your Spring garden plants this year?

The 2010 Summer Gardening Trends Research
Report covers consumer expectations and attitudes for
activities and purchases planned July through September. The survey statistically represents the attitudes of
over 100 million households with an accuracy of 95%
(+/- 3.5% percentage points).
GWA Members can obtain a free copy of the
survey reports by visiting the members only archives at
www.gardenwriters.org. Non-members can obtain a
copy of the survey results for a small fee by visiting the
GWA Foundation page at www.gardenwriters.org.
For more information, contact the GWA Foundation
at 703.257.1032 or info@gardenwriters.org.
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Through the Eyes of a First Timer
BY JOHN MARKOWSKI
“Flight attendants, please prepare for landing.” And
just like that, those words sent my nervous system
into overdrive. I was officially in Dallas, Texas, and
it was time to attend the Garden Writers Association
Annual Symposium for the first time.
The voices inside my head were taunting
me with “What are YOU doing here?” as I read
through the entire GWA symposium program on the
plane. To say it was filled with incredibly talented
individuals is a serious understatement. I am a new
garden blogger and felt I didn’t deserve to be in the
room with these people.
As I walked into the entrance of the hotel, the
devil on my shoulder urged me to flee and sightsee
for the next four days. Luckily, the angel on my
other shoulder quickly pointed out something that
began to ease the butterflies in my stomach.
As I approached the desk to check-in, I saw
people embracing each other as if they were at a
family reunion. These were real sincere hugs and
high fives. I immediately recognized some of the
faces from their Facebook and Twitter profiles;
these were all the “gardening people.” The vibe was
immediately intoxicating. I hit up the registration
desk, got my swag bag and placed the name tag
around my neck. What I didn’t know then, was the
power of the “First Timer” ribbon.
The first scheduled event was the First Timer
and Mentor reception. I expected it to feel like
my first day in college where all of the freshmen
walked around like deer in headlights. Well, I was
dead wrong. I had never met so many people in
such a short period of time and felt such immediate
warmth. The First Timer ribbon apparently is the
Latin translation for “please come greet me with
kindness and intrigue.” It was incredible. Rapid
exchange of business cards ensued and the
networking thing was on.
Up next was the Garden Products Exhibition.
You mean the vendors actually give away plants?

And tools? After three trips to my hotel room, it
looked like Santa Claus had stopped by.
That first night I attended the Beetnik Media
tweet-up (organized almost solely through Twitter)
and again the nerves were bubbling up. This was
true meet-and-greet/networking time, and, I must
admit, it is not a strength of mine. I recognized
TV personalities, magazine editors, radio hosts,
supreme plant growers, unbelievable bloggers and
writers. And you know what? They all took the time
to introduce themselves, listen to my back story and
share their knowledge with me. This First Timer was
starting to get real comfortable and was riding the
wave of positive energy.
As the days progressed, I found that each
educational seminar was better than the next.
There was a common theme of using social media
to push this gardening gig to the next level. I can’t
remember the last time I sat through educational
discussions where I was riveted by each and every
word.
I must admit, the most memorable night for me
was the visit to the Dallas Arboretum and Botanical
Gardens. We walked the grounds taking photos of
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beautiful plantings, sharing those photos with the
“outside world” via Twitter, and sweating profusely.
I eventually came across a nicely shaded area,
conveniently outfitted with a stocked bar and sat
down with beverage in hand.
While there, I met a couple, also from my home
state of New Jersey, who were both professional
photographers. They took the time to share their
story with me, fill me in on their experiences with
this conference and listened to where I was coming
from. At that moment, I felt invigorated and like I
was really meant to be there. As I walked away to
tour the grounds further, I said to myself, “I am in
this thing for the long haul.”
The tours of the private gardens in Dallas
reminded me of my grammar school field trips when
we would visit New York City and everyone stared
out of the bus windows in awe as we approached
each stop. There was also a child-like giddiness
as we stepped back on to the bus and discussed
what we just saw. I intently listened to the different
conversations going on all around me and was
struck by how everyone had a different perspective
on the gardens themselves. I could have stayed on
the bus all day, and the air conditioning wasn’t so
bad either.
While I expected to come back from Dallas
having gained valuable knowledge on improving
my writing skills, branding, the use of social media,
garden design, horticultural practices, photography
and sustainability, I found that one thing stood out
more than anything else — relationship building and
friendship. It is something that doesn’t play a huge
role in my current job and I’ve ignored it for too long.
I know the long weekend in Dallas brought it out of
me.
I came as a first timer, and cannot wait to
participate as a second timer next year. See you all
in Indianapolis in 2011!
John Markowski is from Frenchtown, N.J., and has
been an avid gardener for the past 10 years. He
started his blog in February 2010 and it has been
nothing but a fantastic experience.
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Photographer’s Corner
Photography Creativity Exercises
BY MARK TURNER

We all get stuck in a creative rut periodically and
need someone to come along and give us a little
push in a new direction. One way is to carefully
observe and examine the work of other creative
individuals, both in and outside our particular
field. Photographers can learn from painters,
sketch artists and sculptors, as well as from other
photographers. Another way to learn and break free
from doing the same thing over and over again is to
work through a series of exploratory exercises.
I teach local photography workshops and
developed a set of exercises as a take-home
assignment for my students to try on their own.
They work for almost any photographic subject,
but I expect you’ll try them first with your garden
photography.
The goal of these exercises is to explore
possibilities and to enable you to compare several
different approaches to garden photography.
There aren’t necessarily right or wrong techniques
that work every time, but you’re likely to discover
concepts that give your photographs greater impact
and tell clearer stories. You can do these with any
camera, from a tiny pocket digital to a view camera.
Take your time and think about what you’re doing.
Maybe even take notes or record audio comments
to help you analyze your work when you load it onto
your computer later.
1. Fill the Frame:
Pick a subject and first photograph it as you have
in the past. Then, consider what is the essence
of your subject and fill the frame with it, cropping
out everything that is not important. Either walk
closer, zoom in, or both.

thirds “power points” within the frame. Use about
the same zoom setting for each shot.

2. Point of View:
Pick a subject and photograph it from at least
three points of view, such as from above, beside,
and from below. Use approximately the same
zoom setting for all three.

5. Lines as a Composition Tool:
Look for diagonal lines, horizontal lines,
S-curves, triangles, and circles as you
photograph groupings of plants or as you explore
the landscape.

3. Lens Focal Length:
Pick a subject and photograph it with the widest
setting of your zoom, a mid-range setting, and at
full telephoto. Keep the main subject about the
same size.

6. Clean up the Viewfinder:
Pick a subject and photograph it first just as you
find it. Then clean up extraneous and distracting
elements within the frame and photograph it
again.

4. Rule of Thirds:
Pick a subject and photograph it centered in the
frame and then positioned at two of the rule of

7. Light Direction:
Pick a subject which is lit by directional light.
Photograph it with front light, side light, and back

These jello molds were part of the fence decorations in a LaConner, Wash., garden I visited earlier this
summer. The three variations here are just some of the possibilities. In the first frame (96mm medium
telephoto from a distance), we’re square to the subject and see the full context of the pans on the fence,
along with other found objects in the eclectic garden. In the second frame, a vertical (28mm wide angle
from up close), the glass fishing float is dominant and the pans lead off into the distance. Third, we’re
back straight on to the subject (35mm moderate wide angle) and have eliminated everything that isn’t
part of the pattern of pans.
Continued on page 15
page 14
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Photographers Corner

cont.

Continued from page 14

light by moving around the subject and changing
your camera position.
8. Light Quality:
Pick a subject in strong light and photograph it as
you find it. Then soften the light with a diffuser or
by simply casting a shadow over the subject and
photograph it again.
9. Multiple Approaches:
Pick a subject and photograph it in as many
ways as you can. Consider placing it in context to
show habitat, create a plant portrait, and explore
macro details as close as your camera will shoot.
Perhaps most important, approach these
exercises with an open and playful mind. After all,
photography should be fun.
Mark Turner is a freelance photographer and
writer based in Bellingham, Wash. He is the
author and photographer of Wildflowers of the
Pacific Northwest and is working on a book about
gardening east of the Cascades.

These two variations on yellow Kniphofia
blossoms are part of a late summer macro
series. They’re both frame-filling details of the
blossoms photographed with a 100mm macro
lens, but the one on the right is much more
interesting, although it doesn’t tell the story of
how the blossoms open from the bottom up. In
the second image, I’ve eliminated everything
that isn’t flower buds, creating an image that is
nearly pure pattern.

Both of these photos of Cliff Paintbrush and
Alpine Goldenrod were made with the same
100mm macro lens, yet the one on the left has the
appearance of a wide-angle shot. It’s the same
clump of wildflowers. What’s changed? Between
the first and second shot, I moved the camera to
the left and lowered my tripod. I could have also
moved much closer and created delightful detail
shots of either of these two species, but in this
case, I was more interested in telling the story
of the context in which these plants grow. Even
though the background is out of focus we know
instantly that these are plants of a rocky habitat.

In all three frames of a stone figure in a woodland garden, the figure is
roughly the same size and the dominant subject, yet they are very different
photographs. First (97mm medium telephoto at f/5.6), our figure stands out
from the surrounding woodland, much as I would isolate a human subject in
a portrait. Next, I moved in much closer while zooming out (55mm at f/5.6) so
we can see more of the garden context. Notice how the directionality of the
light has become more prominent as well. Finally, I moved much closer (28mm
at f/5.6) to include even more context. You’ll notice that although the aperture
stayed the same the background became progressively sharper as the focal
length got shorter.
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Regional News & Notes
Region 1

Region 2

Region I members may be interested in attending
the Northeast Greenhouse Conference and Expo.
This biennial event will be held on Nov. 3-4 at
the DCU Center in Worcester, Mass. (http://www.
negreenhouse.org)
Save the Dates! Region I meetings that are
planned for 2011 include:
• Tues., Jan. 25, Connect Meeting, Plant-ORama, Brooklyn Botanic Garden, N.Y.
• Thurs., Feb. 3: Regional Meeting, New
England Grows, Boston, Mass.
• Fri., July 22: Joint meeting with Region II at
Freylinghusen Arboretum, Morristown, N.J.
• Late summer/fall 2011: Meeting in
Connecticut.
Julie Moir Messervy is excited to announce
the launch of a new online design service from
JMMDS: Home Outside Design (HOD).
(http://blog.jmmds.com/design/) Members of the
Philadelphia Area Garden Clubs can catch Julie
speaking on “Home Outside” at their 2010 joint
meeting on Nov. 4 in Gladwyne, Pa.
Ellen Zachos has designed a vertical
garden program for the Westin Hotel chain, to be
implemented in lobby interiors for both new build
and retro-fit installations. She hopes to soon be
traveling the world, overseeing the installation of
interior vertical gardens in many Westin hotels.
Thomas Mickey just started a garden blog
at www.americangardening.net. The objective is
to highlight how the English style of garden has
influenced the way we garden today.

Lesley Parness will host several events at The
Frelinghuysen Arboretum in Morris Township, N.J.
Included are: a class on “Growing Great Garlic” by
Lesley on Oct. 23; a talk by Dr. Douglas Tallamy,
author of Bringing Nature Home – How You can
Sustain Wildlife with Native Plants on Nov. 21.
(http://www.arboretumfriends.org)
On Oct. 27, Eileen Boyle from Mt. Cuba
Center will teach which native plants produce the
most colorful and interesting fruits for your garden
and wildlife. (http://www.mtcubacenter.org)
On Oct. 30, The Delaware Center for
Horticulture (DCH) will hold a riverfront tree planting
from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon. Volunteers will help
plant more than 100 trees along Wilmington’s
Riverfront. The DCH recently launched a new
campaign to plant 20,000 trees by 2020 in
Wilmington, Del. (http://thedch.org)
Diana Weiner, besides running off with John
Story of Meadowbrook Farm to get married, is
restoring 11.5 acres of parkland into a native plant
sanctuary for the Friends of High School Park in
Elkins Park, Pa., and also planted a new Native
Plant Demonstration Garden in late September
with Treevilatilze grant monies. You can catch
her speaking Nov. 1 at Countryside Gardeners,
Newtown, Pa., “Ground Covers – The Flooring
Alternative;” Nov. 21 at Friends of High School
Park, Elkins Park, Pa., “Natural Gifts Workshop”;
Dec. 5 at Penn State Abington, Pa., “Green
Thumbs: Going Natural for the Holidays;” and Dec.
9 at Meadowbrook Farm, Meadowbrook, Pa., “Deck
the Halls, Mantles and Ceilings!“
On Nov. 5, Stephanie Cohen will be at

—C.L. Fornari

page 16

a donor luncheon at Morris Arboretum to present
“Plant Lust vs. Plant Dust.” On Dec. 1, she will
lecture at The Schmeider Arboretum, Delaware
Valley College on natives and sustainability.
Denise Schreiber will be a guest celebrity
chef at Good Taste Pittsburgh on Nov. 6 at the
Monroeville Convention where she will present
“Preserving the Harvest.” She will teach classes at
CCAC South including making your own holiday
wreath and a kissing ball. (http://www.ccac.edu)
On Nov. 6 from 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m., The
Scott Arboretum of Swarthmore College will hold a
workshop on “Improve Your Soil: Vermicomposting”
taught by Mark Highland, founder and president of
Organic Mechanics. On Nov. 11, the arboretum
will hold a Sustainability Seminar from 10:00 a.m.
– 3:00 p.m. This event is co-sponsored by the
Association of Professional Landscape Designers.
(http://www.scottarboretum.org)
On Nov.7, Scott Aker will present “Let’s Get
the Bugs Out” for the Hardy Plant Society/Mid-Atlantic
Group and Haverford Arboretum, Haverford, Pa.
On Nov. 13, 9:00 a.m. – 3:15 p.m. the Annual
Native Plant & Sustainability Conference will be
held at the Phipps Conservatory and Botanical
Gardens, Pittsburgh, Pa. Speakers include Scott
LaFleur on “Listening to the Landscape: Using
Nature’s Clues to Design a Garden that Works;”
W. Gary Smith, “From Art to Landscape, Unleashing
Creativity in Garden Design;” Catherine
Zimmerman on “Meadowscaping in Urban
and Suburban Places;” Dr. Ann Rhoads on “Rare
Plants and Plant Communities of Pennsylvania.”
Information: 412.441.4442, ext. 3925
Sharee Solow will share “Taiwan” shopping
for Scholar Rocks, walking the Daan Park
reflexology path, touring marble-walled Taroko
Gorge and walking the Chiang Kai-shek Memorial
Continued on page 17
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in Taipei on Nov. 15 at 7:00 p.m., Hardy Plant
Society/Mid-Atlantic Group, Lehigh Valley Friends
Meeting House (http://www.hardyplant.org).
Betty Mackey will teach two workshop
sessions on making and planting Mudcrete Planters
at Brookside Gardens in Maryland on Nov. 17.
(A mudcrete planter is made of a concrete-based
compound that is a cross between the hypertufa of
a concrete trough and the worst soil in the world.
Certain succulent plants love this!)
M. Elizabeth Tenerelli will participate in a
two-person art show entitled “Two Songs,” at the
Tyme Gallery, 17 W. Eagle Rd., Havertown, Pa.
The opening reception will be Nov. 12, 5:00 p.m.
to 9:00 p.m. The show runs through Dec. 7. Prints
are priced for holiday gift giving.
Derek Fell designed a three-compartment
compost bin that is offered by The Cedar Store,
Gibsonia, Pa. Available in several sizes, the bin
is made of rot-resistant Western red cedar with
removable slats to provide access to the heaps.
Inspired by a design in Renoir’s Garden, the bin is
part of a collection of garden structures designed
by Fell and called The Impressionist Series. (www.
cedarstore.com)
—Steve Maurer

Region 3
The local organizing committee for the 2011
Indianapolis Garden Writer’s Symposium, chaired
by Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp, worked hard on
preparations for promoting the event at this year’s

Dallas GWA symposium. Karen Kennedy of
Bloom In Design, Inc., created the Indy “Save
the Date” cards and logo, along with a fantastic
slide show that is currently posted on YouTube
(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vDBWa7clR
mc&feature=player_embedded). Carol Michel
of May Dreams Gardens has done a masterful
job of getting our blog up and running. We also
have a Garden Writers Indy 2011 Facebook page
and twitter account. A list of “Top 10 Reasons for
Attending” (with apologies to David Letterman) was
a big hit in Dallas and appears on our symposium
website (http://gardenwritersindy2011.info).
Other preparations are underway as well with
Irvin Etienne, Nancy Marquart and Chris
Turner visiting nearly 20 private gardens this
summer as they search for the best places to take
our GWA guests next year. The garden selection
committee has just a few more gardens to research
and visit before finalizing the list.
Rosalind Creasy will speak on “Edible
Landscaping” at the Indianapolis Museum of Art
on Nov. 7 at 2:30 p.m. Rosalind is a pioneer
in the field and an award winning professional
photographer. She’ll give a mouth-watering slide
presentation on the beauty, sustainability and
practicality of edible gardens. Learn the art of
incorporating food-producing plants and trees into
landscapes, discover recommended plants for the
Midwest, and learn key design principles. A book
signing, featuring the just-published revised edition
of Edible Landscaping, follows the program. (http://
imamuseum.org/programs/talks).
Irvin Etienne won the GWA Garden Media
Gold Award of Achievement for Electronic Media.
Ian Adams’ Fall Photography Workshop will
be at the Holden Arboretum, Kirtland, Ohio, on
Oct. 23, with a follow-up review on Nov. 3.
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Christine Kelleher reports that the Garden
Writer’s Tour of the UK and the Press Day at
Bressingham Gardens in July were a “smashing”
success. The day-long event at Bressingham
included more than 120 garden writers, horticultural
specialists and plant enthusiasts from the UK,
USA and Canada. A personal tour of the gardens
with Adrian Bloom, a “meet the breeders”
presentation, and a panel discussion on getting
more people “switched on” to gardening were
among the day’s many highlights. Adrian also
discussed his newly published book Bloom’s Best
Perennials and Grasses, which focuses on “tried
and tested” plants and their role in garden design
and inspiring new gardeners.
—Christine Kelleher

Region 4
The big news from our big southern region is
that we had a well attended regional meeting in
Dallas, minutes prior to the official start of the
annual symposium. Of course, that shouldn’t be
surprising when we were gathered on home turf,
but it was good to see new and old faces around
the tables. Among them was our newly elected
Regional Director Carol Brouwer, from Houston.
Congratulations, Carol!
Those attending learned firsthand what is
happening. Discussions were held regarding
regional meetings, informal GWA connect
Continued on page 18
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gatherings and regional workshops. If you have
an idea for a regional event, please contact Carol
Brouwer (c-brouwer@tamu.edu), Becky Heath
(bbheath@brentandbeckysbulbs.com), or Linda
Askey (LindasGarden@mac.com). There are
some ideas in the works, but there is no limit to the
number we can have. We would love to get these
on the calendar before the first of the year.
Thanks to all who made the annual meeting a
big Texas success, but life goes on throughout the
region.
Pat Lanza will present nine lectures,
based on the nine chapters of her first Lasagna
book, to Life Learning, sponsored by The Council
of Churches during October, November &
December, each Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. at the
Catholic Church on Peavine Rd., Crossville, Tenn. Pat
will also take her Apron show on the road beginning
with the Fairfield Glade Mall during Thanksgiving
Week. She will be offering her new CD, “My
Grandmother’s Apron,” and showing 150 old aprons.
Sylvia Hoehns Wright provides a speech,
“Eco-chic, More Than Sustainable Landscapes,” on
Oct. 23 from 12:30 p.m. to 1:15 p.m. during the
D.C. Green Festival at the Organic Gardening and
Urban Farming Pavilion Washington Convention
Center, http://www.greenfestivals.org/washington-dc/.
A signing/sale of Wright’s book, From Eco-weak to
Eco-chic: landscape green, is hosted by Washington
Gardener magazine.
Marie Mims Butler will conduct a Holiday
Tussie Mussie demonstration for the Richmond
Council of Garden Clubs on Nov. 5. Be prepared
for lots of parsley, festivity, feasting and thanks.
Helen Yoest will speak at the fall symposium
at Tyron Palace, New Bern, N.C., on Nov. 6 on the
topic of “Extending your Garden into the Fall.”
On Nov. 16 in Brent and Becky’s Seminar

Room, Brent Heath will present “Bulbs in the
Landscape” to the Peninsula Master Gardeners as
part of their class completion. On Nov. 20, Brent
will travel to Haymarket, Va., to present “Autumn
Finale” at the Blandy Farm Library for the Piedmont/
Blue Ridge Horticultural Society.
Judy Lowe is a Southerner again after 11
years in Boston. Judy has returned to managing the
gardening website for The Christian Science Monitor
and is again blogging at Diggin’ It (http://bit.ly/bg3PZa)
Welcome home, Judy!
Colleen Miko is returning permanently
to Washington State after living for two years in Arizona
and Florida. Colleen started a new blog, VERDURE
(www.colleenmiko.wordpress.com) in July.
—Linda Askey

Region 5
Melinda Myers will speak at the International
Society of Arboriculture (ISA) Leadership Workshop
on Oct. 22 in Champaign-Urbana, Ill. She will
discuss ways that arborists and ISA Chapters can
leverage conventional and social media to educate
their clients on proper tree care and generate
business.
The Horticulture Department at Cantigny
Park in Wheaton (Ill.) will host its annual Shades
of Crimson Poinsettia Display on Nov. 30, from
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Plants will be available for
sale, and Cantigny horticulturists will lead tours
and answer questions. The event is one of only two

page 18

times each year that Cantigny’s greenhouse is open
to the public. (http://Cantigny.org)
Doug Jimerson and David Speer announce
the launch of the Better Homes and Gardens online
garden store at www.bhggardenstore.com. The site
includes plants, garden tools, project plans, pet
supplies and outdoor living features.
Region V members gathered in Dallas prior to
the annual symposium. Linda Nitchman reported
on the success of both the Chicago and Quad Cities
2010 Regional Meetings. Those present discussed
possible locations for the 2011 regional meetings.
Members were reminded that the regional meetings
must be held at least 45 days before or after the
GWA annual symposium. Upcoming GWA annual
symposia are scheduled for Indianapolis, Ind., Aug.
26-29, 2011, and Tucson, Ariz., Oct. 12-15,
2012. Possible future sites for Region V meetings
include: Minneapolis, Minn., to be held just prior to
the Minnesota Nursery and Landscape Association
meeting in early January (and, yes, we know it
is cold), or summer of 2012 when it would not
conflict with the annual symposium; Des Moines,
Iowa; Denver, Colo.; Chicago, Ill.; St. Louis and
Madison, Wis. We are tentatively scheduled to meet
once again in Chicago at the kickoff of the 2011
Chicago Flower Show and at the St. Louis Botanical
Garden in early October 2011. We also discussed
hosting a speaking, photography, technology or
writing workshop in conjunction with the October
Regional Meeting. This would be a one-day
intense workshop focused on one of these topics.
Please contact your Regional Directors Linda
Nitchman (paradisegardener@hotmail.com) or
Amy McDowell (amyandtim1@yahoo.com) for
your suggestions or to volunteer with future regional
meetings.
—Melinda Myers
Continued on page 19
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Region 6
Approximately 20 members from Region VI
gathered for the regional meeting during the Dallas
GWA symposium. The far corners of the region
were well represented, including one Colorado
member who wanted to meet folks from similar
climates. After introductions, the group heard
information from Keith Muraoka on the just
completed board meeting. Plans for possible
regional meetings and connect events around
horticultural happenings in the region in 2011 were
discussed. Pat Munts announced there would be
some kind of a connect event in Spokane in early
June 2011.
On Oct. 20, Rosalind Creasy will present
“Edible Landscaping” at the Sonoma County
Master Gardener Conference in Sonoma, Calif. On
Nov. 13, she will be the keynote speaker at the
grand opening at “The Ranch” at the Huntington
Botanical Garden in San Marino, Calif., talking
about “Edible Landscaping.”
Carolyn Singer will teach classes for
Peaceful Valley Farm & Garden Supply in
Grass Valley, Calif. — Nov. 6, “Fall & Winter
Gardening: Extending the Season,” and Dec. 4,
“Soil Mixes for Gardening in Containers, Raised
Beds, Pots & Hanging Baskets.” (http://www.
carolynsingergardens.com)
Debra Lee Baldwin will address the San
Gabriel Cactus & Succulent Society at the Los
Angeles Arboretum on Nov. 11 at 7:00 p.m. (www.
debraleebaldwin.com)
Teresa O’Connor and Mary Ann
Newcomer will be panelists at the annual autumn

Donna Dawson led a very successful garden tour called Adrian
Bloom’s Celebration of English Gardens Tour in July just for
Garden Writers and those involved in our industry. Here’s a group
photo in Beth Chatto’s famous dry garden.

Idaho Horticulture Symposium in Boise on Nov.
13. The theme of the symposium is “Rethinking
Idaho Landscapes.” Teresa’s presentation,
“Simple Ways to Grow Food at Home,” will cover
sustainable ways and best varieties for Idahoans to
grow fruit, vegetables and at home. She will include
tips for mixing ornamentals edibles in the garden
and recipes and serving suggestions for fresh
produce. Mary Ann will talk about “The Making of
an English Garden in the Desert.” It’s do-able and
sustainable, if you plan carefully and select the right
plants. Lauren Springer Ogden will also be
talking about “Plant Driven Design” for the garden.
Anne Jaeger is now co-host of a new
lifestyle show Monday through Friday called Studio
6 on KOIN-TV in Portland, Ore. Studio 6 includes
gardening segments and invites authors to talk
about their new books or tips. (Submit ideas to
ajaeger@koin.com)
Lisa Albert has a new e-mail address: lisa@
lisaalbertwriter.com.
Pots of eggplant and rosemary, plus an Asian
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The booth, in the garden center pavilion of the nursery trade show, was the brainchild of Ann Murphy,
director of marketing for the Oregon Association
of Nurseries. Elizabeth Petersen and Diana Colvin
helped create the booth. Show vendors Ball
Horticultural, Kellogg Garden Products, Northwoods
Nursery and Renee’s Garden Seeds loaned or donated
seeds, bags of planting mix and plants.

pear and a quince tree, lured attendees into a small
but special exhibit at the Farwest Show in Portland,
Ore., last month. The bounty of edibles alerted
garden center retailers to the possibilities of doing
good — and doing business — by joining the GWA’s
Plant A Row for the Hungry project. Though the firsttime booth was not staffed, it had a good location —
next to a fudge display with free samples — and the
PAR literature had to be replenished about halfway
through the show. We estimate about 40 people
picked up information, with exposure soaring into
the hundreds, maybe thousands.
—Pat Munts
Continued on page 20
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Region 7
A Region VII Connect event was held on Oct. 19 at
Landscape Ontario EXPO 2010. Look for details in
the December 2010 issue.
Allan Mandell is leading an expedition to
Kyoto, Japan, this November called “Gardens of the
Spirit.” The tour has been designed especially for
garden photographers and is sponsored by Pacific
Horticulture magazine.
Over the last three years, British photographer
Andrea Jones has successfully run a number
of Landscape & Garden Photography weekend
workshops in the idyllic countryside of Southwest
Scotland. Her home is set in a valley within a few
minutes walk of the picturesque village of Barr and
there are endless opportunities for atmospheric
landscapes and garden photo shoots. They are in
close proximity to Culzean Castle to the north and
Logan Botanic Gardens to the south. Andrea and
her husband Alasdair are opening their house for
visitors and are inviting inquiries from overseas
visitors who might like to share the experience of
learning from Andrea and her colleague, Digital
Image Consultant, Graeme Cookson. An informal
and sociable week exploring the wealth of gardens
and local scenery whilst learning to improve your
photographic technique. Meals by the fireside or
at the local pub at the end of each day. Maximum
groups of six - or three couples at any time. Contact
Alasdair Currie (alasdair@gardenexposures.com  or
www.andreajones.co.uk).
—Veronica Sliva

Region V members and guests sampled the
horticultural and culinary fare of the Quad Cities while
enjoying a bit of face-to-face social networking during
our June regional meeting. Our tale of four cities
began at the Butterworth Center and Deere-Wiman
House (http://butterworthcenter.com) in Moline, Ill.,
where we were treated to a “Buy Fresh, Buy Local”
breakfast, featuring locally produced ingredients. A
tour of the home and gardens provided a glimpse
into the lifestyle of farm equipment magnate John
Deere’s son in the late1800s. Darrin Nordahl
(http://www.darrinnordahl.com) author of The New
Urban Agriculture and urban designer for the City
of Davenport, Iowa, spoke about growing food on
public land.
A short drive into downtown Rock Island, Ill.,
took the group to the Quad City Botanical Center
(http://www.qcgardens.com) that opened in
1998. The centerpiece of this public garden
is its 6,444-square foot Tropical Sun Garden
Conservatory with a
14-foot waterfall and lush palms, bromeliads,
orchids and other natives of southern latitudes.
Staff and volunteers proudly led tours of the
convservatory and surrounding grounds including
a Conifer and Perennial Garden, Butterfly Garden,
Children’s Alphabet Garden and more.
Across the Mississippi River into Bettendorf,
Iowa, the large and lovely Wallace’s Garden Center
(http://wallacesgardencenter.com/2010) welcomed
us with open arms, a yummy lunch, tours, door
prizes and space for our business meeting. A
special GWA discount on purchases awakened
hortiholic tendencies in nearly everyone.
In plant-filled vehicles, we arrived in Davenport
to visit the Vander Veer Park and Conservatory, a
125-year-old, 33-acre park. Staff-led tours of the
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conservatory
detailed efforts to
engage children
in activities
relating to the
floral displays
under glass.
The day
ended back in
Bettendorf in a
private garden
surrounding
Bob McIlwain’s
home and
adjacent office.
Bob utilizes
a rain garden
to manage
Attendees visit the Quad Cities
Botanical Center’s 6,444-square foot
water runoff. His
tropical Sun Garden and gather for
large property
photos outside the Rock Island, Ill.,
also includes a
garden during the GWA Region V
vegetable garden, meeting in June.
fruit and shade
trees and many ornamentals.
A big thank you to all our hosts and to Jessica
Waytenick, Margo McInnis and the Quad Cities
Convention and Visitor’s Bureau (http://www.
visitquadcities.com), our meeting coordinators
with GWA Regional Director Amy McDowell,
for making this a successful event. And, thank
you to our door prize sponsors: Wingscapes
for a Timelapse PlantCam, memory card and hat;
Fiskars Garden Tools for bypass pruners
for everyone; Dramm Corp. for watering tools;
Kanga, Inc. for Ups-A-Daisys; Mud Gloves for
gardening gloves; Proven Winners for plants;
Midwest Groundcovers for plants and
Wallace’s Garden Center for gift certificates.
—Linda Nitchman
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So You Want to be a Speaker
BY JANET ENDSLEY
As the seminar manager for the Northwest and
San Francisco Flower & Garden Shows the past
six years, I have managed more than a thousand
horticulture seminars with hundreds of speakers
from around the world. Audience members often
give me feedback, and thankfully it’s usually
“That was really great!” But, on occasion, I hear
comments that would be helpful to both novice
and seasoned speakers before they take to the
podium. So here are my top tips for an effective
presentation.

No Zonal Denial – Unless you don’t plan
to speak anywhere outside your own zip code,
you must adapt your seminar to the gardening
challenges of the audience. The biggest complaint I
hear is “Don’t they know we can’t grow those plants
here?” Plan to have substitute plants that illustrate
your message. At the very least, acknowledge
that the audience can’t grow certain plants,
saying “I know you’ll have to overwinter this in a

greenhouse,” or better, “Instead of this plant, you
could substitute this hardier plant, and still get the
same effect.” In short, one seminar does not fit all,
the same as one garden does not fit all. Research
your audience’s needs.

Expand Your Horizons – Garden writers and
photographers are my favorite speakers, because
they are so versatile. They can use one photo to
illustrate many different talks, focusing on different
elements in that photo. Designers and landscape
architects tend to only feature their own work, and
although their projects may differ, this can become
monotonous. While it may sound sacrilegious, I
advise designers to take the time to photograph
other designers’ work. This gives you a broader
repertoire of photos to illustrate your concepts. (It
also shows you are not just doing an infomercial.)

Be a Boy Scout – Be prepared! Start working
on your seminar well before the date. Review it.
Add and delete photos. Proofread! Treat it as you
would an important magazine article. Speakers who
prepare and practice will always come across more
polished than those who waited until the last minute.
It’s the 21st Century – For better or worse,

slides are history. If you haven’t already done
so, make the investment in scanning your slides
and getting a good digital camera. (Ask a garden
photographer for recommendations). Be selective;
not all images scan well. You may have to toss
some beloved images, and retake something
similar, if possible. Cull images that are over- or
under-exposed. Before you speak, ask about the
native resolution for the LCD projector, and adjust
your laptop. Lastly, if you decide to get a new laptop,
do it well before the seminar, so you are comfortable
with it at the podium.
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Size Matters – One good photo speaks

volumes, but that does not mean four photos on
the same screen are worth four times as much.
Resist the urge to drop photos within photos, or
use three to four photos together. Unless the photo
is a closeup of an individual flower or leaf, bigger
is better. Avoid adding wide frames to your photos
(which makes the photo smaller) and use only one
photo, or two side-by-side, at most.

Not a Disney Ride - If you must use
animated captions, do so sparingly. Over production
is a common mistake with people enamored by a
new digital toy. Don’t distract them with too much
animation. Think of your visuals as if they were a
book. Decide on a simple, consistent style and stick
with it.
Don’t Say it With Words – If you use

captions, use a sans serif font, at 30 - 40 point.
Put your captions at the top, so people at the
back of an audience can read them over other
people’s heads. Be careful about using colors,
too. Remember the color wheel; contrast is good.
Plant names in botanical Latin are very helpful
at the top of the image. Many people also like
common names, although those vary all over
the country. Use only three to six key words per
image. Be passionate and know your subject! If
you have more to say, put it on a handout. (Resist
the temptation to splash your name across every
image, which is an absolute turnoff. Save it for the
end.)

Lasting Impressions – Audiences love
handouts! Ask the person organizing the lecture if
they will make copies, or if you bring copies, ask
Continued on page 22
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ALLIED NEWS
Innovative New Products
from Droll Yankees

• Nyler Domed Cage
Feeder: a hybrid of the popular
New Generation Finch Flocker
and Santuary lines. The sturdy
powder coated cage’s wire bottom
prevents hulls from accumulating
and decomposing. A specially
designed wing nut attaches the
cage to the feeder base making
removal for cleaning easy.
• Ring Pull Finch Feeder &
Ring Pull Sunflower/Mixed
Seed Feeder: a simple way to protect the birds
that visit your feeders from mold and airborne
contaminants. The key is keeping the feeder clean.
Simply lift the cap and pull the metal rod to remove
the ports and feeder base in just seconds. No tools
are needed. Soak the feeder in warm soapy water
or a 1:1 solution of white vinegar and water, use the
Droll Yankees Bird Feeder Brush to scrub the inside
clean, allow to dry, push the metal rod back, replace
the cap, and refill. (http://drollyankees.com)

AAS Announces American
Garden Award Winners

The 2010 American Garden Award featured
four new flower varieties chosen by their breeders
for their excellent garden performance. Once these
new varieties were planted and put on display by
the participating gardens, the public was invited to
vote on their favorite. The three winners are:   
— Grand Prize: ‘Rudbeckia
‘Denver Daisy’ by Ernst
Benary of America — Denver
Daisy is a knockout with huge 4-6
inch golden blooms that cover
attractive deep green foliage. The

long-lasting blooms proved their ability to stand
up under extreme weather conditions. This variety
was created and named in honor of Denver’s 150th
anniversary.  
— Second Place: Echinacea ‘Prairie
Splendor™’ by Syngenta
Flowers — Create a showstopper display with these large
and abundant flowers that bloom
non-stop from early summer well
into the fall. Butterflies will be
attracted to this long lasting 24inch tall beauty that begins flowering in June and
continues blooming until first frost. Spent blooms, if
left on the plant, provide winter food for birds.  
— Third Place: Ornamental Pepper ‘Purple
Flash’ by PanAmerican
Seed — Unique and exotic
looking Purple Flash enhances
mixed containers and in-ground
plantings with striking color.
Purple Flash offers great drought
tolerance, taking sizzling summer
conditions in stride.

CSP & Ball Announce Partnership

Cool Springs Press and Ball Horticultural
Company announced a partnership to deliver Ball
Horticultural Company content — including blogs,
plant information, gardening tips, videos, fun facts,
and more - to garden centers and their customers
via the CSP Green Constant Content program.
Garden centers have the opportunity to increase
traffic to their websites and drive more foot traffic
to their retail stores by providing their customers
with useful information and insight from Ball®. This
partnership adds 10 different widgets, or modules,
to the CSP Green program.
Contact: Katie Elzer-Peters (Cool Springs
Press), kelzerpeters@coolspringspress.com.
page 22

how many are needed, and bring extra. A handout
is a nice way to provide your contact information.
Handouts for seminars that are “catalog” talks (i.e.,
plant lists) are beloved by audiences so they don’t
have to write that pesky botanical Latin. But you
can also develop a handout that supplements your
seminar, for added education. Write a handout
people will want to take home, and your name goes
home with them.

Avoid Wardrobe Malfunctions – What
you wear is important to your ability to communicate
effectively. If the venue uses a wireless clipon microphone that clips to your shirt, having a
voluminous scarf or a clunky necklace is apt to
interfere with microphone placement. This can
cause volume changes as you move your head. If
the microphone hits your necklace every time you
move, it makes annoying loud clicks. Try to wear
a collared shirt or a jacket with a lapel, unless you
prefer to hold a hand-held mic. Now is the time to
get in touch with your inner newscaster, not your
inner fashionista.
You Had Them at Hello – Don’t ramble
in your preamble. It’s nice to say something about
yourself, and connect with the audience. It also
helps to give a brief overview of what you plan
to share. But anything more than a three-minute
preamble and your audience is apt to amble on out
of the room.
Ace Your Time – Were you asked to speak for
45 or 60 minutes? Don’t know? Find out! No matter
how enraptured your audience is with your inspiring
presentation, they have a limit. Don’t go overtime.
Janet Endsley is the Seminar and Social Media
Manager for O’Loughlin Trade Shows, producers of
the Northwest Flower & Garden Show. She can be
reached at janete@otshows.com.
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The Insider Scoop
Graham Rice was honored with the International
Contributor Award for 2010 at the Perennial Plant
Association. This award honors an individual who
has made significant contributions to the herbaceous
perennial industry through writing, breeding, growing,
retailing, or designing with perennials.

Charlotte Kidd is now an adjunct instructor
at Temple University, Ambler campus, teaching
Landscape Management in their Architecture/
Horticulture Department.

Carolyn Singer has been hired as a horticultural
consultant with Nevada Irrigation District (NID) for a
revegetation project in Nevada County, Calif.

Jean Ann Van Krevelen, along with Ellen
Wells, Teresa O’Connor and Mike Lieberman have
started a new media marketing company, White
Willow Media. (jeanannvk@whitewillowmedia.com)

Pat Munts has been hired as the small farms
coordinator for the Spokane County Conservation
District. She will be working with small agriculturists
and urban farmers to develop awareness of and
access to conservation programs to benefit the farm
and the environment. She already serves in that
capacity for WSU Spokane County Extension.

The Association of Professional Landscape
Designers (APLD) presented its Annual
International Landscape Design Awards program
winners during the APLD International Design
Conference in Dallas, Texas. Landscape designs
in six categories were submitted for this year’s
program – residential, non-residential, small garden,
show garden, planting design and specialty project.
The criteria used to evaluate submissions included
project impact, creativity, technical merit and
planting design.
The judging panel was comprised of well
known experts in the field including: Robin Templar
Williams, APLD, FSGD; C. Colston Burell;
Norman K. Booth, FASLA; W. Gary Smith,
ASLA; Julie Moir Messervy, Mark Gregory and
Susan Appleget Hurst.
Congratulations to the following GWA members
who won awards:

Dawn Hummel has joined Kraemer’s Nursery
as their New Product Development Marketing
Coordinator. She will manage new plant trials and
introductions. Hummel will be responsible for all
marketing communications including print, web and
social media.

Merit Awards
• Rick Laughlin, APLD, Laughlin Design
Associates, Inc, Salt Lake City, Utah
Planting Design: Colorful Waterwise Garden
• Margie Grace, Grace Design Associates, Inc,
Santa Barbara, Calif.
	Residential Design: Paseo Tranquillo

Garden Center magazine, a national trade
publication for independent retailers, received four
Azbee Awards of Excellence from the American
Society of Business Publication Editors. Managing
editor Sarah Martinez received a bronze award
in the West region competition for her feature,
“Brand Worthy” (September 2009).
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• Margie Grace, Grace Design Associates, Inc,
Santa Barbara, Calif.
	Residential Design: Shadow Hills
• Sabrena Schweyer, APLD, SalsburySchweyer, Inc, Akron, Ohio
	Residential Design: Family Sanctuary
Judges Honorable Mention Award
• Margie Grace, Grace Design Associates, Inc,
Santa Barbara, Calif.
	Residential Design: Paseo Tranquillo
Cookie Wherry’s WEDGIE planting tool (www.
wedgie.biz) was selected one of “Our 20 favorite
garden picks for 2010” by Better Homes and
Gardens. Cookie demonstrates WEDGIE and
lectures on the benefits of container gardening,
especially for seniors and the disabled, at garden
center open houses in the Chicago area.
Sabrena Schweyer, APLD, received a
Landscape Design Award from the Association
of Professional Landscape Designers (APLD)
at their international conference in Dallas. The
award-winning project was a residential backyard
in Northeast Ohio, transformed into a “Family
Sanctuary.”

In Memoriam — Jean Byrne
GWA Fellow Jean Byrne passed away earlier this
month. Jean served as editor of the Pennsylvania
Horticultural Society’s Green Scene for 25 years.
Two recommendations for donations in her honor:
Women’s Way (http://www.womensway.org) and
AIDS Fund (http://www.aidsfundphilly.org/walk/
sponsor.php).
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Hot Off The Press
Nancy Berner
and Susan Lowry
(authors) with
photographs by
Joseph De Sciose,
Garden Guide:
New York City
(revised edition), W.W.
Norton & Company,
424 pages, paperback,
$22.95. Available now.
This pocket-sized guide
tells the stories of more
than 100 gardens
in New York City’s
boroughs. In addition to presenting the flora and
fauna of New York’s urban fabric, it also chronicles
the history, events, and personalities behind the
green spaces visited by generations of New Yorkers.
More than 50 color photos showcase the gardens,
with each garden entry offering complete visitor
information, clearly labeled maps of each borough or
region and lively anecdotes sprinkled throughout.
Rosalind
Creasy, Edible
Landscaping,
Sierra Club Books,
408 pages, softcover,
$39.95. Available now.
Edible Landscaping
is filled with Creasy’s
luscious photography
(with images of
gardens coast-to-coast
and north-to-south)
that entices readers to
create gorgeous, edible
and sustainable landscapes around their homes.

Edible Landscaping breaks new ground, providing
plenty of new ideas and how-to’s; her six years of
research on this book take edible gardening to a new
level. It emphasizes design, from basics to designed
with specific plant groups. There is an extensive
encyclopedia of plants and chapters on organic
gardening basics as well as pests and diseases.
The appendix covers edible plants from amaranth
to mango and peanuts to wasabi that can be an
enhancement to any garden.

Derek Fell,
Monet’s
Garden 2011
Square Wall
Calendar,
BrownTrout
Publishers, 12
pages, $13.99
US/$16.99/CDN.
Available now.
Fell studies and
photographs all
the seasons in
Monet’s garden at Giverny which inspired so many
of his paintings. This calendar includes photographs
with informative text about the garden.
Mary Fran
McQuade
(poem) and
Sonia Day
(introduction),
2011 Toronto
Tree Portraits
Calendar,
Toronto Parks
and Trees
Foundation,
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$19.15 plus $3.50 shipping and handling). Available
now. McQuade wrote a poem — a haiku about
winter, and Day compiled the poetry and wrote the
introduction. This calendar features color portraits of
trees in various city neighborhoods. Proceeds from
sales go directly towards preserving, enhancing and
increasing Toronto trees and urban forests. (www.
torontoparksandtrees.org/portraits.htm)

Elizabeth
Murray,
Monet’s
Passion:
Ideas,
Inspiration &
Insights from
the Painter’s
Gardens,
Pomegranate
Communications,
Inc., 140 pages
including 6
transparent
overlays for garden designs, $35.00 US/$42.00
CDN. Available now. This completely revised
and redesigned edition offers new text and new
images, as well as new garden plans based on
Claude Monet’s gardens at Giverny. Alongside
historical photographs and reproductions of Monet’s
paintings, Murray’s text discusses the development
and history of Monet’s renowned Giverny estate,
bringing new insight to Monet’s approach to
gardening and design.
Eddie Rhoades
and Robert
Rhoades, Songs
For Your Garden:
Music to Soothe
Both the Plants
and the Gardener,
$10 plus $2 postage.
Available now.
Continued on page 25
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Hot Off The Press
Continued from page 24

Garden writer and 30-year Master Gardener Eddie
Rhoades, along with his brother Robert, have
created an EP (slightly shorter than a full CD) of all
original songs. This CD was professionally recorded
at Johnson Brothers Studio, Covington, Ga.

Ray Rogers
(author) and
Rob Cardillo
(photographer),
The Encyclopedia of
Container
Plants: More
Than 500
Outstanding
Choices for
Gardeners,
Timber Press,
344 pages, 533
color photos,
$34.95. Available now. Rogers profiles more than
500 outstanding plants in 180 genera. Along with
Rogers’s engaging descriptions, the entries include
each plant’s height and spread; light, moisture,
temperature, and soil requirements; ease and rate
of growth; principal interest and design attributes;
potential problems; and best method of propagation.
Rob Cardillo’s stunning photographs add a wealth of
visual inspiration.
Sarah Chase Shaw, Garden Legacy:
The Residential Landscapes of Design
Workshop, Design Workshop, Inc.,168 pages,
hardcover, $36.00. Available now. Garden Legacy
is a stunning visual journey that offers an exclusive
look at private residential gardens created by
the Design Workshop, Inc., in the mountains
and deserts of the American West. In addition to

continued
showcasing the
beauty of these
gardens, the book
delves into Design
Workshop’s
innovative
design principles
and how these
are guiding
an emerging
philosophy for
transforming
creative and complex ideas into unforgettable
landscapes. The gardens featured in Garden
Legacy capture an unparalleled vision for landscape
architecture that is specific to the American West.

Scott A. Zanon,
Desirable Trees
for the Midwest:
50 for the Home
Landscape and
Larger Properties,
Desirable Trees and
Turf, LLC, 146 pages,
hardcover, $29.95.
Available now. Trees
are the most important
element in any welldesigned landscape.
Zanon leads readers
to 50 of his personal favorites and helps them make
the best decisions based on beauty, hardiness,
site location and the ability to grow turfgrass. Plant
Usage Guides, in both common and scientific name
forms, provide a plethora of options for the reader at
any level.

GWA MediA AWArds
2011 CAll for entries

Submit your original work from 2010. Only works originally published and copyrighted in North America are eligible.

Don’t miss this opportunity to receive the recognition your work deserves!

Writing, Photography, Graphic Design, Magazines,
Newsletters, Catalogs, and so much more

Early Rate Deadline: Postmark Before Jan. 1, 2011
Final Deadline: Postmark By Jan. 31, 2011

Entry Form and Guidelines Available Online:
http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=awards/index.html
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New Members
Welcome to the following new members who joined the association in September and October
Rona Abbott
7 Main Street
Monaco, Nelson 701 New
Zealand
(O) 64.3546.6048
(H) 64.3546.6048
(F) 64.3546.6048
mediaptr@ihug.co.nz
Betsy Anderson
120 W Garfield St.
Seattle, WA 98119
(O) 206.730.1181
(H) 206.660.4733
betsyhamblen@yahoo.com
Judy Barrett
P.O. Box 524
Taylor, TX 76574
(O) 512.415.6146
(H) 512.365.5154
(F) 512.365.5154
HomegrownTexas@yahoo.com
www.homegrowntexas.com
Kimberly Bird
Calloway’s Nursery
4200 Airport Freeway
Fort Worth, TX 76117
(O) 817.222.1122
(H) 817.832.4673
kbird@calloways.com
www.mytexasgarden.com
Janet Carson
U of A Division of Agriculture
2301 S. University
Little Rock, AR 72204
(O) 501.671.2174
jcarson@uaex.edu
Neville Cartwright
Cartwright Gardens
618 Oak Dr.
Converse, TX 78109
(O) 210-658-1845
(H) 210-658-1845
Neville.Cartwright@ATT.Net
Angela Chandler
3411 Garth Rd. PMB 202
Baytown, TX 77562
(O) 713.725.5555

(H) 713.725.5555
fortangela@gmail.com
www.thegardenacademy.com
Roberta Clark
Cape Cod Cooperative Extension
P.O. Box 367
Barnstable, MA 02360-0367
(O) 508.375.6692
(H) 508.428.3909
(F) 508.362.4518
robertac@umext.umass.edu
www.capecodextension.org/
Lynn Cohen
210 Birdie Rd.
Locust Grove, VA 22508
(O) 540.842.1560
lynncohenhort@comcast.net

muckabout.typepad.com/
mucking_about_a_northwest/
Alice Eichelmann
Tula
3800 Wyldwood Rd.
Austin, TX 78739
(O) 512.280.0458
(H) 512.282.8119
tulahats@austin.rr.com
Barbara Eisenstein
1852 Monterey Rd.
South Pasadena, CA 91030
(O) 626.590.5070
(H) 626.799.8048
barbara.eisenstein@gmail.com
www.weedingwildsuburbia.com
wildsuburbia.blogspot.com

Amy Cox
Cutting Edge Culinary & Gardens,
subURBAN
3901 Central Ave.
Western Springs, IL 60558
(O) 708.557.8524
(H) 708.784.9352
amycox89@hotmail.com

Ronald Elardo
American Conifer Society
5749 Hunter Ct.
Adrian, MI 49221-2471
(O) 517.902.7230
(H) 517.902.7230
conifereditor@yahoo.com

Shelley Cramm
2417 Pistachio Dr.
Irving, TX 75063
(O) 214.755.9610
(H) 972.402.9101
isaacgardens@sbcglobal.net

Frank Ferragine
1987 Forest Valley Dr.
Innisfil , ON L9S 4A4 Canada
(O) 647.248.0029
(H) 705.436.9899
frankiemytuin@gmail.com
www.bttoronto.ca

Marc Daniels
Eurosensations, Inc.
4001 Lavender Ln.
Springfield, IL 62711
(O) 217.726.5938
(H) 217.726.5939
(F) 217.726.5953
marc@eurosensations.com

John Fluitt
4310 N Walnut AVE.
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
(O) 405.525.2275
(H) 405.520.4421
jfluitt@cox.net

Jeanne DeBenedetti Keyes
Muck About Blog
7521 SE Woodstock Blvd.
Portland, OR 97206
(O) 503.808.6511
(H) 503.777.2137
jeanne@lotus30.com

Howard Garrett
Dirt Doctor, Inc.
P.O. Box 140650
Dallas, TX 75214
(O) 214.365.0606
doreen@dirtdoctor.com
www.dirtdoctor.com

Andrea Fox
transplant studio
3913 Lienz Ln.
College Station, TX 77845
(O) 979.595.7137
(H) 979.595.7137
andfox@gmail.com
grwhryrpltd.wordpress.com

Louise Hartwig
1186 South Walnut St.
Haviland, OH 45891
(O) 419.771.0770
(H) 419.238.1225
flhartwig@gmail.com
Judi Hays
Texas Nursery & Landscape
Association
7730 South IH 35
Austin, TX 78745
(O) 512.579.3864
(H) 512.579.3864
judi@tnlaonline.org
www.tnlaonline.org
www.landscapetexas.org
Hazel Jennings
5106 Dresden Way
Pittsburgh, PA 15201
(O) 412.298.3311
(H) 412.298.3311
sarahhazeljennings@gmail.com
hazeljennings.com
hazeljennings.com/blog
Jan Johnsen
11 Observatory Dr.
Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520
(O) 914.393.4812 (cell)
(H) 914.271.4772
rajjda@aol.com
www.johnsenlandscapes.com
www.serenityinthegarden.
blogspot.com
Nicole Juday
Wyck Association
424 W. Price St.
Philadelphia, PA 19144
(O) 215.266.1144
(F) 215.848.1612
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njuday@wyck.org
wyck.org
Melissa Kitchen
Cornell University
1643 Ellis Hollow Rd #2
Ithaca, NY 14850
(O) 607.280.4898
(H) 607.272.7626
mjb239@cornell.edu
www.hort.cornell.edu/bglannuals/
Anne Krekelberg
Memphis Area Master Gardeners
3736 Berlinwood Cove So.
Bartlett, TN 38133
(O) 901.833.0416
(H) 901.833.0416
(F) 902.248.0757
annekrekelberg@aol.com
George Lasch
P.O. Box 187
Langley, WA 98260
(O) 425.894.4240
(H) 425.894.4240
george@crows-hop.com
Vina McLeod-Rudolph
Garden Club Federation of PA
348 Elm St.
Indiana, PA 15701-3129
(O) 724.464.5392
(H) 724.464.5392
gardenfairie@mac.com
www.pagardenclubs.org
Kevin Morris
National Turfgrass Evaluation
Program
BARC-West, Bldg. 005, Rm. 307
Beltsville, MD 20705
(O) 301.504.5125
(H) 301.873.6545
(F) 301.504.5167
kmorris@ntep.org
www.ntep.org
Jayme Mullaney
Garden Logic
3022 Selkirk
Boise, ID 83702

(O) 208.367.0037
(H) 208.367.0037
jayme@garden-logic.com
www.garden-logic.com
Elizabeth Murray
Elizabeth Murray Studios
62 Ave Maria Rd.
Monterey, CA 93940
(O) 831.375.1613
(H) 831.375.1613
emurray@elizabethmurray.com
elizabethmurray.com
Sue Reed
174 Shelburne Center Rd.
Shelburne, MA 01370
(O) 413.625.9435
(F) 413.625.9435
info@susanreedla.com
www.susanreedla.com
Andrea Ridout
Mother Earth News Radio
1317 Mayfield Ave.
Garland, TX 75041
(O) 214.392.7518
(H) 214.392.7518
aridout@motherearthnewsradio.com
www.motherearthnewsradio.com
www.motherearthnews.com/blogs/
Blog: blog.aspx?blogid=21474837
40&category=Ask%20Andrea
Warren Roberts
University of California - Davis
Arboretum
25575 Yosemite Ave.
Davis, CA 95616
(H) 530.756.4320
wroberts@ucdavis.edu
Maria Rock
MiMi’S GARDEN
2826 Cory Creek Rd.
Butte Valley, CA 95965
(O) 530.570.4233
(H) 530.570.4233
(F) 530.893.6740
marialrock72gmail.com
www.mimisgardenkids.com

Continued on page 27
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Continued from page 26
James Roush
2960 Prairie Star Dr.
Manhattan, KS 66503-8101
(O) 785.532.4134
(H) 785.323.7093
professorroush@att.net
kansasgardenmusings.com
kansasgardenmusings.blogspot.
com
Robert Saul
ItSaul Plants
1115 Curry Dr.
Atlanta, GA 30319
(O) 404.257.3339
(H) 404.257.3339
(F) 404.257.9041
kbsaul@itsaulplants.com
www.itsaulplants.com
Stephanie Simpson
104 Marlborough Rd.
Queenstown, MD 21658
(O) 410.827.4246
(H) 410.827.4246
ssim766687@aol.com
Carolyn Skei
Neil Sperry’s GARDENS
Magazine
6001 Sidney Ln.
McKinney, TX 75070
(O) 972.549.0112
(H) 972.549.0112
cskei@att.net
www.neilsperry.com
Amy Tetreault
Tree Care Industry Association
136 Harvey Rd.
Londonderry, NH 03053
(O) 800.733.2622
(H) 603.314.5380
atetreault@tcia.org
www.tcia.org
Daryl Toby
AguaFina
2629 Orchard Lake Rd.
Sylvan Lake, MI 48320
(O) 248.738.0500
toby@aguafina.com
www.aguafina.com

Lisa Ueda
123 Harrison St.
Neenah, WI 54956
(O) 920.427.3129
(H) 920.427.3129
lisa@thefrugalgarden.com
Michelle Vanstrom
Wild Ones Niagara Falls
& River Region
P.O. Box 2827, 1605-1607 Main St.
Niagara Falls, NY 14305
(O) 716.913.5324
(H) 716.745.7625
(F) 716.745.1110
mvanstrom@wildonesniagara.org
www.wildonesniagara.org
Chris Wiesinger
The Southern Bulb Co.
P.O. Box 350
Golden, TX 75444
(O) 888.285.2488
(H) 214.683.0567
(F) 888.285.2486
chris@southernbulbs.com
www.southernbulbs.com

ALLIED:

GardenScribe
Theresa Morrogh
P.O. Box 144
Wantagh, NY 11793
(O) 516.554.9461
(H) 516.987.1325
theresa@gardenscribe.com
www.gardenscribe.com
Blog: gardenscribenotebook.
blogspot.com

American Forests
Jennifer Rankin
P.O. Box 2000
Washington, DC 20013
(O) 202.737.1944
(H) 202.737.1944
jrankin@amfor.org

Lebanon-Seaboard Corp.
Deb Balcerzak-Wilson
1600 E. Cumberland St.
Lebanon, PA 17042
(O) 717.270.3530
(F) 717.273.0143
dbalcerzak-wilson@lebsea.com
www.lebsea.com

Scott Zanon
Desirable Trees and Turf
2926 Pickwick Dr.
Columbus, OH 43221
(O) 614.488.6603
(F) 614.488.6605
scott@desirabletrees.com
www.desirabletrees.com

Having trouble viewing this email? Click here

John Williams
7 Crown Hill Rd.
Atkinson, NH 03811
(O) 603.362.4017
(H) 603.362.4017
jw@jwlw.mv.com
jwlwgardens.com
Peg Wolfe
Examiner.com
7431 N. Hoyne Ave. 1S
Chicago, IL 60645
(O) 773.742.1523
(H) 773.742.1523
sundevilpeg@netzero.com
Laura Wright
Mindful Garden Design
1120 Norris St.
Raleigh, NC 27604
(O) 919.831.2501
(H) 919.831.1311
(F) 919.831.2501
wrightlj@nc.rr.com
www.mindfulgardendesign.com

Ogden Publications
K.C. Compton
1503 SW 42nd St.
Topeka, KS 66609
(O) 785.274.4357
(H) 785.608.3223
(F) 785.274.4305
kcompton@ogdenpubs.com

RealOutdoorLiving.com
Kim Drew
32 Bugle Brook Ct.
Midland, GA 31820
(O) 706.568.9504
(H) 706.568.9504
kimdrewpr@bellsouth.net
www.realoutdoorliving.com

POTAGER
Linda Vater
829 NW 40 St.
Oklahoma City, OK 73118
(O) 405.615.4679
(H) 405.524.5816
vater6389@att.net
www.potagerblog.com

Roundtree Landscaping, Inc.
Johnette Taylor
4325 Belmont
Dallas, TX 75204
(O) 214.824.7036
(F) 214.824.7038
johnette@roundtreelandscaping.com
www.roundtreelandscaping.com

2010 Symposium Session Recordings
are Now Available Online
Need some expert advice on improving your business? Or, were
you unable to attend the annual meetings?

Available
GWA Recordings
2010 MP3s
2009 CDs
2009 MP3s
2008 CDs

Learn more about self-promotion, e-mail
marketing, revenue generators, fiction
techniques for garden writing and more.
According to this year's Symposium Evaluation, The Power of
E-Mail Marketing, Self-Promotion Panel, Make More Money and
The Story Arc were some of the most highly recommended
sessions by participants.

http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/sessions_10.html
2010 sessions available as MP3 downloads on the
GWA website!
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Dates & Events
October 28-30

Green Industry Expo, Kentucky Exposition
Center, Louisville, Ky. (http://www.gie-expo.com/
gieexpo/)

November 3-5

International Floriculture Trade Fair
(IFTF), Expo Haarlemmermeer, Vijfhuizen, Holland.
This show will be the industry wide event serving
all segments of the floriculture process, especially
growers, propagators, breeders and international
trade.
(http://www.hppexhibitions.com/floriculture/)

NOVEMBER 10-11

Botanic Gardens of Australia and New
Zealand (BGANZ) Victoria Plants Forum,
Port of Sale Civic Center, Wellington Shire, Sale,
Australia (http://www.bganz.org.au)

November 14-17

Garden Centers of America 2010 Holiday
Tour, The St. Paul Hotel, Minneapolis/St. Paul,
Minn. Discover new ideas, get great merchandising
tips and broaden your horizons. (http://www.
gardencentersofamerica.org)

NOVEMBER 8-10

ASCFG National Conference & Trade
Show, Tulsa Crowne Plaza, Tulsa, Okla. The
Association of Special Cut Flower Growers theme
is “Focus on Flowers.” (http://www.homeandflower.
com/cleveland)

JANUARY 5-7, 2011

Mid-Atlantic Nursery Trade Show
(MANTS), Baltimore Convention Center, Baltimore,
Md. (http://www.mants.com)

JANUARY 11-13, 2011

Congress 2011, Toronto Congress Centre,
Toronto, Ontario, Canada. Congress is Canada’s
largest horticultural lawn and garden trade show.
The exposition covers more than seven acres
of exhibits featuring all of the equipment, hard
and soft goods required for the construction and
maintenance of commercial, public and residential
landscapes. A four-day educational conference
is held in conjunction with the show. (http://www.
locongress.com)

February 23-27, 2011

Northwest Flower & Garden Show,
Washington State Convention Center, Seattle,
Wash. (http://www.gardenshow.com)

August 26-29, 2011

Garden Writers Association Annual
Symposium, Hyatt Regency Indianapolis,
Indianapolis, Ind. (http://www.gardenwriters.org)

JANUARY 13-14, 2011

New Jersey Nursery and Landscape
Association Trade Show, Raritan Center,
Edison, N.J. (http://njnla.weebly.com)

JANUARY 19-21, 2011

Tropical Plant Industry Exhibition (TPIE),
Broward County Convention Center, Ft. Lauderdale,
Fl. (http://www.tpie.org)

JANUARY 21-30, 2011

Cleveland Home & Garden Show, The
Great Lakes Expo Center, Euclid, Ohio. (http://www.
homeandflower.com/cleveland)

FEBRUARY 2-4, 2011

New England GROWS!, Boston Convention
& Exhibition Center, Boston, Mass. (http://www.
newenglandgrows.org/)

FEBRUARY 4-6, 2011

Southeastern Flower Show, Cobb Galleria
Center, Atlanta, Ga. Theme: “Discover the Beauty of
Green” (http://www.sehort.org)
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