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Working the Web

NOTE: The June issue of the Quill & Trowel newslet-
ter is the last printed copy. Future issues will only be 
published electronically and can be downloaded and 
printed from a computer. Hopefully, this will ease the 
concern of those that need a paper version to read.

Streaming Video
By Shirley Bovshow

Online “streaming video” helped change the di-
rection of my career as a garden communicator. 
It was six months ago that I broadcast my first 

live garden TV show, “Garden World Report” (www.
GardenWorldReport.com) from the GWA symposium in 
Raleigh, N.C., with blogger co-host Billy Goodnick  by 
my side. “Streaming video” is a live, online broadcast 
platform that is available for free, is relatively easy to 
learn, and facilitated my being able to offer live cover-
age from the event.

For those who are not familiar with the “Garden 
World Report,” it is the first online garden TV 
entertainment show that covers major gardening 
events, garden news, features, interviews and more. 
The show also features international video contributors 
as well as the Who’s Who of the gardening world. The 
“Garden World Report” was a show idea that I dreamed 
about for many years but did not develop because I 
believed it was beyond my ability to produce.

My first live, “Garden World Report” broadcast 
tallied more than 10,000 viewer minutes during 

Working the Web continued on page 22

SympoSium keynote by de WeSt
“Social reSponSibility With SubStance and Style”

The gardening world is ideally 
positioned to meet society’s pro-
found cultural shift to sustain-

ability. Keynote speaker Kierstin De 
West is the key strategic and research 
mind at Ci (Conscientious Innovation) 
and has been developing brand and 
creative strategies based on consumer, 
cultural and marketplace insight for 

the last 12 years. With a keen interest in culture, con-
sumers and their marketplace, De West saw early on 
in 2000 that all indicators were pointing to a significant 
cultural shift where consumers were making lifestyle 
and purchasing decisions based on a set of predefined 
values: integrity and social responsibility.

Ms. De West developed The SHIFT Report that tracks, 
evaluates and interprets the relationship between people, 
sustainability, brands and culture with a combined meth-
odology of primary qualitative, quantitative and cultural 
research. The SHIFT Report is the most cohesive set of 
research on people’s attitudes/perceptions/behaviors 
around sustainability and social responsibility and the 
impact this has on lifestyle choices, brand relationships 
and purchase decisions.

An expert in the relationship between consumers, 
brands and sustainability, Ms. DeWest has been known 
to refer to herself as a Madison Avenue Refugee. Prior 
to starting Ci in 2003, she worked as a brand planner 
at a number of high profile advertising agencies help-
ing build brands such as Hershey Foods, Unilever and 
Allied Domecq. She has also has worked on the client 
side of the business at About.com and helped lead the 
successful repositioning of the company to prepare it 
for acquisition by Primedia. 
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Watch for 
the official an-
nouncement 
and check the 
GWA website 
for updates 
a n d  a d d i -
tional infor-
mation. And, 
see you in 
Dallas. Bring 
your boots 

and hat!!
It is not too early to make your 

hotel reservations to guarantee that 
you have a place to rest your weary 
head after all the activities. The 
symposium host hotel is the Hyatt 
Regency Dallas (214.651.1234). 
Although the “official” deadline 
is Aug. 20, I recommend that you 
don’t wait until the last minute.

The Symposium Education 
Committee, headed by Debra 
Prinzing (GWA Vice President) has 
assembled an enticing and varied 
array of topics, speakers and ex-
pert panels to present educational 
sessions that will increase your 
knowledge, tweak your curiosity 
and give you ideas for stories or 
further research. And, it will be a 
challenge to decide between concur-
rent sessions again this year.

Bob LaGasse reports that the 
booths in the trade show (one of 
my personal favorites!) are going 
fast. Attending the trade show will 
give you the opportunity to connect 
with some of the best garden-related 
companies while learning about 
new plants, products and publica-
tions for gardeners.

I hope you have Sept. 10–13 
marked on your calendar as “Out 
of Office – GWA DALLAS.”   

 Janel Leatherman
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preSident’S meSSage

This is the last hard-copy, 
printed, and mailed issue of 
the Quill & Trowel and I hope 

you find this a responsible and posi-
tive direction for GWA. Technology 
pushes all of us in directions that, 
for some, are welcome and for oth-
ers, are not.  

Recently, my 90-year-old moth-
er, who up until now has refused to 
have a cell phone, found herself in 
a situation that dictated she must 
use a cell phone if she was going 
to communicate with family and 
friends. I am pleased to report that 
she is finding it, to her surprise, 
much easier than she imagined and 
is mastering the basics of cell phone 
communication. 

GWA’s Board of Directors has 
made the decision and commitment 
to embrace and use technology. I 
hope you will join us in this adven-
turous and positive move. In order 
to better address the needs of GWA 
members as we explore and use new 
avenues of technology, The Emerg-
ing Technologies Task Force (ETTF), 
with Ann McCormick at the helm, 
recently asked GWA members to 
participate in a survey that assessed 
how we use several components of 
social media and other parts of the 
web. The survey results will guide 
the path and programs the ETTF 
recommends to the GWA Board of 
Directors.

Garden Writers, Dallas is just 
around the corner and all indica-
tions are that it will be a dynamic 
and exciting symposium. The Local 
Arrangements Committee, led by 
Jimmy Turner, Dallas Arboretum, 
has myriad gardens with very 
different themes planned for the 
story tours, selected to dispel any 
preconceived ideas you might have 
about gardening in Texas. I hope 
you read about some of them in the 
April Q&T (archived on the GWA 
website) and that it piqued your 
interest. 
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2009-10 GWA
Officers & DirectOrs

Officers

President Janel Leatherman
 Zinnia Productions
Vice President Debra Prinzing
 Freelance
Treasurer Larry Hodgson
 HortiCom, Inc.
Secretary Kirk Brown
 Joanne Kostecky Garden Design
Past President Anne Marie Van Nest 
 Freelance
DirectOrs

Region I
 Irene Virag (2010 N)
  Freelance
 C.L. Fornari (2011 R)
  The Garden Lady
 Sabine Stezenbach (2010 R)
  Freelance
  
Region II
 Steve Maurer (2011 N)
  Nemours Museum & Gardens  
 Denise Cowie (2010 R)
  “Denise Cowie’s Backyard”
 Kathy Jentz (2011 R)
  Washington Gardener
 
Region III
 Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp (2010 N)
  Write for You!
 Christine Kelleher (2010 R)
  Aris Horticultural Services
 Susan Trusty (2011 R)
  Trusty Horticultural Consultations 
Region IV
 Linda Askey (2012 N)
  Freelance
 Bill Adams (2010 R)
  Freelance
 Becky Heath (2011 R)
  Brent & Becky’s Bulbs
 
Region V
 Melinda Myers (2010 N)
  Freelance
 Linda Nitchman (2010 R)
  Freelance
 Amy McDowell (2011 R)
  Freelance
Region VI
 Keith Muraoka (2011 N)
   Syndicated Columnist
 Pat Munts (2010 R)
  Spokesman Review
 Nan Sterman (2011 R)
  Plant Soup, Inc.
Region VII
 Veronica Sliva (2012 N)
  Sliva Communications
 Donna Dawson (2011 R)
  www.ICanGarden.com
 Kathy Wood (2010 R)
  Beyond the Garden Gate

helping uS groW
The following members have been credited with recruiting new  

members in 2010. Each member who successfully recruits a new member 
receives a $15 credit toward next year’s dues, up to $85. Congratulations, and 
thank you to the following members for their help in making GWA grow.

executiVe director’S report

Exec. Dir. continued on page 12

N = National Director
R = Regional Director

tWo neW memberS
Charlotte Germane
Cliff Sharples
Laura Schaub

one neW member
Bill Adams
Tom Alexander
Jennifer Bartley
Marianne Binetti

C. Colston Burrell
Tina Cooper
Mike Darcy
Donna Dawson
Gail Eichelberger
Barbara Emersom
Shirlee Evans
David Hobson
Doreen Howard
John Hunt

David Kuack
Janel Leatherman
Valerie Liney
Jeff Lowenfels
Laura Mathews
Steve Maurer
Pat Munts
Dee Nash
Pete Prown
Kathy Purdy

Rita Randolph
Debbie Roberts
Paul Rodman
Carolyn Roof
Hollen Schemmer
Veronica Sliva
Kelly Smith
Janet Valencis

Thank you to the 565 members 
who recently responded to 
the social media survey  con-

ducted by the Emerging Technolo-
gies Task Force. Member participa-
tion will help the task force develop 
more information and programs to 
serve our membership in the area of 
new technologies.
 The GWA Foundation just com-
pleted a seven-city tour promoting 
Plant A Row for the Hungry, edible 
gardening, community gardening, 
kids gardening and organic garden-
ing. Our program was part of the 
national Give Back To Gro campaign 
of The Scotts Miracle-Gro Company 
that sponsors the Give Back To Gro 
partnership including GWA, GWAF, 
the Franklin Park Conservatory, 
Keep America Beautiful and the 
National Gardening Association.
 Information on the events that 
took place in Los Angeles, Houston, 
West Palm Beach, Charlotte, Ben-
tonville, Atlanta and New York City 
can be found on the GWA website 
under Plant A Row news items. 
Please take a few minutes to review 
that information and tell others 
about Plant A Row for the Hungry.
 Although the need to update 
symposium policies delayed the 
start of this year’s program devel-
opment, members submitted over 
100 presentation proposals for the 
25 educational sessions planned 

for Dallas in September. GWA Vice 
President and Symposium Educa-
tion Program Chair Debra Prinzing 
has pulled together a great agenda 
with timely topics that will energize 
everyone who can attend. The tenta-
tive program schedule is included in 
this issue of the Q&T newsletter for 
your review.
 Local Arrangements Committee 
Chair Jimmy Turner and his com-
mittee members have been scouring 
every neighborhood in Dallas to 
find the most fascinating locations 
for our symposium story tours. 
Please take a few moments to  look 
in our program pages and see what 
they have planned for everyone.
 Other task forces and commit-
tees have been busy working on 
their assignments in preparation for 
the September meeting of the GWA 
Board of Directors. These topics 
include a new look at e-mail usage, 
development of a GWA sustainabil-
ity policy, expanding the website, 
directory publication, emerging 
technologies, and more. If you have 
an interest in any of these topics, 
please let us know and we will con-
nect you with the appropriate task 
force or committee where you can 
have an input.
 The 2010-2011 GWA Member-
ship Directory will soon be in the 
mail to all members. Look for your 
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par garden ready for 
planting & Sharing

The Westminster Presbyterian Church of Middle-
town, N.J., formed a Community PAR Garden 
Committee under the guidance of Chairperson 

Julie Bair with inspiration from Reverend Joseph E. 
Hein.  After consultation with the Rutgers University 
Master Gardeners of Monmouth County, Bair and the 
PAR Garden Committee set forth in the planning, fund-
raising and development of the garden. After several 
months, it finally all came together in just a few short 
weeks highlighted with a ribbon cutting ceremony held 
on Apr. 11, 2010.

The Mission Statement of the WPC PAR Garden 
is to produce a minimum of 1,000 pounds of fresh 
produce organically grown and to be supplied to 

community soup kitchens, food banks and needy 
groups and/or families. Beyond the physical gains, 
the garden’s purpose is to develop a stronger relation-
ship between church communities, the neighborhood, 
garden workers and volunteers in the spirit of learning 
and teamwork.

Middletown Mayor Gerard Scharfenberger was on 
hand along with Reverend Hein to officiate the opening  

of the garden. Plot volunteers, guests, neighbors and 
the Master Gardeners toured the completed garden, 
tool shed and spiritual contemplation area. PAR bro-
chures were distributed and a slide presentation was 
displayed explaining the purpose and benefits of a PAR 
garden. Twenty-one plots were established and have 
been designated to various groups and individuals 
including a church pre-school and youth group, the 
Lions Club, congregation members of WPC and other 
local churches in addition to neighbors.  Each plot will 
be planted, maintained and harvested by the group/
individual volunteers with produce being collected 
and distributed by the PAR Garden Committee or by 
the plot owners directly.

Lori Anne Oliwa, feature writer for The Monmouth 
Journal who covered the event, quoted Bair who stated 
“The nature of the project has really united the con-
gregation and so much has grown despite the fact that 
not one single seed has been planted yet.”  Oliwa also 
quoted Middletown Township Lions Club President 
Beverly Bova Scarano as saying “This is like ‘Food for 
Humanity’.  Not everyone is a gardener, yet we can find 
something to do to help and to serve others.  We can 
learn, and we can work together in a spirit of coopera-
tion and caring.  The garden will help us sustain life and 
maybe even change lives through our service.”

The event was a huge success filled with a sense of 
renewed community, education and fun!  The Power 
of 3, a local band also volunteered their talent and was 
on hand to supplement the games and hot dog picnic.  
More information is available through the church web 
site at www.wpcmiddletown.org.

—Bruce Forshee

Reverend Joseph E. Hein, Mayor Gerard Scharfenberger and West-
minster Presbyterian Church Community PAR Garden Commit-
tee members cut the ribbon during the dedication ceremony.

The WPC PAR Garden Committee turns over the first plot in 
the garden. Left side, front to back:  Patrick & Lorraine Ramdass, 
Tracy Cuppler, Scott McLaughlin all of Middletown, N.J.; Chair 
Julie Bair of Navesink, N.J. Right side, front to back: Lola & John 
Pillarella, Lincroft, Rosetta & Bruce Forshee, Tinton Falls, N.J., 
Lenita Gullman, Middletown, N.J.
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Photographer’s Corner

clean up the VieWfinder 
By Walter Chandoha

Imagine a perennial border  —  misty — very early 
morning  — the warm, weak sun providing light to 
die for — a multitude of flowers in perfect bloom 

—  no wind to blur anything — the camera worked 
flawlessly.  Wow, what a shot!  Back in the days of film 
we couldn’t wait for the processed film to come back 
from the lab so we could again experience the high we 
had when the exposure was made.  Now with digital 
and its immediacy a quick look at the screen verified 
that indeed the picture is sensational and we’re anxious 
to transfer the image from the card into the computer 
to see it on our huge 27 inch screen.  The image comes 
up and our heart pounds as we are again impressed 
with the photograph — truly the best garden picture 
ever made.

Uh-oh. While studying the image on the big screen 
we notice that on the big clump of flowers dominating 
the foreground a number of petals are shriveled and 
very noticeable. The flowers were waning rather than 
waxing.  And a little further down in the middle of the 
border leaves were drooping on a recently transplanted 
perennial that needed some water. And way in the 
background a dead branch on a conspicuous shrub 
that was not noticeable in the heavy morning mist but 
was very evident when the fog lifted a bit when the 
exposure was made.

Does this sound familiar?  Obviously in this 
hypothetical example rarely would all of these 
disturbing faults occur in one image, but even one of 
them would be enough to ruin an otherwise perfect 
picture.  By cleaning up the viewfinder you can avoid 
getting these “when the film comes back from the 
lab” after shocks, especially if the image was made on 
assignment abroad with no opportunity to reshoot.

Does cleaning up the viewfinder mean taking a 
piece of lens tissue and wiping the smudges off the 
viewfinder of your DSLR, or cleaning  the screen of 
point-and-shoot digitals?  It does not (Although it’s 
a good idea to do it once in awhile). It means, as you 
look through the viewfinder, momentarily ignore the 
subject of the picture you’re about to shoot  and let 
your eye roam above and below the subject, in front 
of and behind it,  to the left and the right. Do it once 
and do it again, and again.  What are you looking for?  
Distractions. Visual noise or a better way to describe 

it, visual cacophony. Maybe it’s a faded or wilted 
blossom, a bug slowly creeping into the picture area or 
across a petal or even missing petals, a cigarette butt,  
a crumpled Styrofoam coffee cup or a gum wrapper, 
a dead branch; a tree behind a gardener that appears 
to be growing out of his head; a garden hose snaking 
across a stone path, people in the background gawking 
at something. You’re looking for anything that can spoil 
an otherwise perfect picture. If a fault is seen, either 
eliminate it, change our vantage point or wait until 
the problem corrects itself, like people moving out of 
the picture area.

This subject “eyeballing” is best done with the 
camera on a tripod, especially if you’re using a point 
and shoot digital. It’s pretty hard to see the image 
while holding the camera at arms length let alone look 
for flaws within the picture. Even with a hand-held 
DSLR with a conventional viewfinder finding flaws is 
difficult. With the camera on a tripod you can leisurely 
look for the picture spoilers A couple of big additional 
plusses comes with putting your camera on a tripod. 
With the camera stabilized atop the tripod you can 
fine-tune the composition from just good to perfect 
and you eliminate the possibility of picture blur due 
to camera movement.

Here’s how I make my garden pix. I do a “walk 
around” my subject to find the best light and vantage 
point. Then hand-holding the camera and studying 
the subject through the viewfinder I compose the shot. 
Finally, the camera is attached to tripod and if needed 
composition is adjusted, The viewfinder is cleaned up, 
and the exposure is made. 

One final thought, it is far better to cleanup the 
viewfinder before making the exposure than to rely on 
Photoshop to erase the flaws.

Walter Chandoha has been cleaning up viewfinders for a wide 
range of cameras in his career as a professional photographer: first 
as a self-taught amateur; a commercial advertising photographer 
in New York City; a school photographer in New Jersey; an army 
newspaper photographer in the States; a combat photographer in the 
Pacific in WW2; a portrait photographer in Louisiana;  a freelance 
specialist in animals after an NYU marketing degree - and now, 
as a digital garden photographer he is still keeping his viewfinders 
clean and uncluttered.
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Regional 
News & 

Notes
Region I

Region II

The planned Region 1 meeting in Martha’s Vineyard in 
June had to be postponed until 2011. We were unable to 
find enough underwriters to support the cost of 
on-island transportation, so we’ll be working 
on this for next summer

In place of the Vineyard meeting, 
there will be a GWA Region 1 Connect 
Meeting on Cape Cod, Sat., July 10 at 
4:00 p.m., at C.L. Fornari’s house and 
garden in Sandwich, Mass. Members can attend the 
Provincetown Art Association’s Secret Garden Tour on 
Sun., July 11, but will need to register for, and provide 
transportation to, that garden tour individually. For 
more information about how to buy a ticket for this tour 
go to: www.paam.org. Contact: C.L. Fornari: 508.428.5895 
clfornari@yahoo.com re the Connect meeting. Directions 
to C.L.’s house will be sent when you RSVP by July 5. 
GWA members will also get free admission to Heritage 
Museums and Gardens on July 10.

Lee Schneller Sligh will be signing her book, The 
Ever-Blooming Flower Garden: A Blueprint for Continuous 
Color, at Titcomb’s Books in East Sandwich, Mass., on 
July 11 at 3:00 p.m.  Members may wish to stop in and 
see her after the garden tour. Lee will also be teach-
ing a four-hour design workshop based on the book 
at Merryspring Nature Center in Camden, Maine on 
July 23.  On Aug. 10, Lee will give a talk on Japanese-
inspired gardens, also at Merryspring. (http://www.
merryspring.org/)

On July 14, Penny O’Sullivan will be at Quail Ridge 
Books in Raleigh, N.C. (http://www.quailridgebooks.com)

Rich Pomerantz will conduct a workshop at the 
Berkshire Botanical Garden in Stockbridge, Mass., 
on July 15. (http://berkshirebotanical.org/education) Rich 
is also conducting a weekend garden photography 
workshop Sept. 10-12 at his studio in beautiful Litch-

field County, Conn. (www.richpomerantz.com/
workshops-lectures-teaching)

On July 20, C.L. Fornari will speak at 
the Orenda Wildlife Trust. (http://www.oren-

dalandtrust.org/)
Ellen Zachos will teach a rooftop garden-

ing intensive at the The New York Botanical 
Garden in the Bronx on Aug. 10 and 11.

On July 21, the Great Ideas Summer Confer-
ence and Trade Show will be held at Bigelow Nurser-
ies Charlton Farm in Charlton, Mass. Sponsors: Mass. 
Nursery & Landscape Assn. and the Mass. Flower 
Growers’ Assn., and UMass Amherst Extension. Con-
tact: Rena Sumner (413.369.4731; mnlaoffice@aol.com; 
www.mnla.com)

Join Julie Moir Messervy and master dry stone 
waller Dan Snow (www.inthecompanyofstone.com) on 
July 22-25 for an inspiring, hands-on workshop on the 
art of placing stone in the landscape. (http://bit.ly/JM-
MDS_Stone_Wkshp_2010)

The N.Y. State Office of Parks Recreation and 
Historic Preservation held a special ribbon cutting 
ceremony on June 18 to commemorate the opening 
of the Italian Garden (southwest side of Coe Hall) at 
Planting Fields Arboretum State Historic Park (Oyster 
Bay, N.Y.). Information: Arboretum administration 
offices (516.922.8600) or Planting Fields Foundation 
offices (516.922.8682).

Lynn Felici-Gallant has accepted a position as edi-
tor of Coastal Home magazine, a new quarterly home, 
garden and lifestyle publication covering seacoast 
communities north of Boston to Portland, Maine. 
Lynn is looking for story ideas for the magazine’s de-
mographic of northern New England readers: lynn@
coastalhg.com.

—C.L. Fornari

Alan Detrick’s photographs will be on 
display in The Gallery at Frelinghuysen 
Arboretum in Morristown, N.J., for the 

month of July.  In addition, on July 10, 
Alan will lecture and show a multimedia 
presentation, “The Photographer’s Eye,” 
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at the arboretum. 
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society programs 

scheduled at Chanticleer (Wayne, Pa.):
• July 14, 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m., House & Garden 
Tour: Built in 1913, Chanticleer was part of the Coun-
try Place Era of the late 1800s and early 1900s, when 
many businessmen and industrialists built expansive 
country estates away from the noise and congestion 
of cities. This tour will include the ground floor of the 
main house with an emphasis on the relationship of 
the house to the greater landscape. Learn about house 
contents and family history from archivist Anne Sims 
and Joe Henderson who will discuss the gardens. Fee: 
$18 members, $23 non-members.
• July 22, 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. — Sensational Summer 
Containers: Dan Benarcik will discuss how to create 
successful container gardens and will offer sugges-
tions for appealing plant combinations. He’ll also talk 
about cultural concerns such as soil mixes, watering 
and fertilization. Fee: $18 members, $23 non-members. 
• July 28, 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. — Water Features for 
Every Garden: Check out the exciting water features 
at Chanticleer with a walk and talk by pond and creek 
gardener, Joe Henderson. Look at various water fea-
tures, how they function and how you can incorporate 
the sound and music in your own space. We will also 
look at plants that will be well suited for your new wet 
environment.   Fee: $18 members, $23 non-members.

PHS program scheduled at Meadowbrook Farm 
(Meadowbrook, Pa.):
• July 15, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon — Cooking With 
Herbs: Diana K. Weiner explains the pairings of herbs 
with different vegetables and meats and mixes up 
some of her favorite recipes to share with you. Fee: $35 
members; $40 non-members. Materials: $15.

For information or to register for any of these PHS 
programs, contact Carol Dutill (215.988.8869 or fax 
215.988.8810, attention: Education Programs; or e-mail 
programreg@pennhort.org.

The Pennsylvania Horticultural Society Commu-
nity Greening Award acknowledges the efforts of those 
who have organized and improved their main streets, 
public parks, traffic islands, train stations, churches, 
schoolyards, libraries, businesses, etc. Municipalities 
that have led tree planting initiatives, combated storm-
water runoff, or pursued other ecological projects may 
also apply. DEADLINE: July 15. Submit nominations 

online at PHSonline.org. Click on “PHS Events” and 
select “Community Greening Award.” (Information: 
Flossie Narducci — 215.988.8897, specialevents@pennhot.
org or fax 215.988.8783)

On July 18, Lesley Parness  will be partnering with 
chef Cynthia Triolo to present “Sallets by John Evelyn – 
Cooking From the Rare Book Collection.” Participants 
will be treated to readings from 16th century essayist-
gardener John Evelyn’s cookbook on salads, the first of 
its kind, and then a sampling of those historic recipes 
with many ingredients taken from the Arboretum’s 
own gardens.

Denise Schreiber reports that the 10th Annual 
Edible Flowers Food Fest will be held July 22, at the 
Buffalo Inn in South Park, Pa., a suburb of Pittsburgh. 
The featured speaker will be Doug Oster talking about 
his latest book, Tomatoes, Garlic and Basil. (412.835.8740 
or gardens@alleghenycounty.us). Denise also answers to 
“Mrs. Know It All” on her new blog at www.mrsknow-
itall.wordpress.com. 

Jack Carman will teach the “Garden Design for 
Special Populations” class at The New York Botanic 
Garden July 27 – Aug. 3. The course is designed to 
help horticultural therapy students develop an under-
standing of the complexity of garden design for both 
wellness and treatment. 

Gregg E. Robertson, president of the Pennsylvania 
Landscape and Nursery Association, reminds GWA 
members that PANTS, the East Coast’s premier sum-
mer green industry show, will take place Aug. 3-5 at the 
Greater Philadelphia Expo Center in Oaks, Pa. (near King 
of Prussia). Admission to the trade show is free if you 
register on or before July 23. (www.PANTSHOW.com) 

Kathy Jentz reports that Washington Gardener 
Magazine is the media sponsor of the Washington, 
D.C.-area Parade of Ponds tour weekend on Aug. 7-8. 
On that weekend, several local private water gardens 
will open up to the public for a nominal tour fee that 
benefits Shepherd’s Table, a charity that serves the 
homeless and needy in Silver Spring, Md. The tour 
is run and coordinated by Premier Ponds. (http://
premierpond.com/Paradeofponds.html) 

– Denise Cowie 

Region III

Christine Kelleher is making plans for the 
upcoming Green Leaf Plants Trial Garden 
Open House on June 23 at the Aris Horticul-

ture facility in Lancaster, Pa. The trial gardens 
cover more than three acres of perennials, in-
cluding comparative trials of new and potential 
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Region IV

introductions to commercially available varieties. All 
members are welcome. (GLplants.com)

Brian Jorg will conduct a one-day “Fundamentals 
of Digital Photography” workshop at historic Spring 
Grove Cemetery and Arboretum on July 2 in Cincin-
nati. He will lead a wildflower hike at several southern 
Ohio prairies on Aug. 7. These events are open to the 
public. (www.brianjorg.com)

On July 19, Mary Walters will present “Growing 
Your Business with E-mail Marketing” at the Perennial 
Plant Association in Portland, Ore. 

Ryan McGrath invites members to the annual 
Michigan Garden Plant Tour, a coordinated open 
house of leading young ornamental plant producers 
and Michigan State University.  Greenhouse growers, 
landscapers, garden center operators and nurserymen 
are invited to visit each of the eight participating tour 
sites from Aug. 2-13. (http://planttour.hrt.msu.edu)

On Aug. 3, Maria Zampini will lead the PANTS gar-
den center tour, visiting four local retailers, at the Greater 
Philadelphia Convention Center. (www.pantshow.com) 

Patty Craft has moved into the role of publisher 
and editorial director of Horticulture magazine. She is 
spearheading a redesign on the HortMag.com website, 
creating partnerships for GardenersHub.com and work-
ing with the editorial team to strengthen the voice and 
mission of Horticulture in print. If you have ideas for 
possible features, in print or online, for 2011 please e-
mail her at edit@hortmag.com with the subject “Query 
2011” in the subject line. 

Sabrena Schweyer was recently accredited as a 
Certified Permaculture Consultant, a step that further 
fuels Salsbury-Schweyer, Inc.’s passion for sustainable 
landscape design and practices.   

Sue Trusty has a new website and blog, The Trusty 
Gardener, www.thetrustygardener.com. The blog focuses 
on gardening in the Greater Cincinnati area, USDA 
Zones 5-6. 

Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp is now the manager of 
perennials and woody plants at Sullivan Hardware & 
Garden, the second largest garden center in the India-
napolis area.

upcoming eVentS
ohio

• July 16: Holden Arboretum, Kirtland - Explore the eth-
nobotany of trees with Rick Hederstrom. (holdenarb.org)
• Aug. 7: Gateway Garden Jubilee, Springfield - Clark 
County office of OSU Extension
• Aug. 11: Dawes Arboretum, Newark – Home Garden-
ing Series: Spotlight on Perennials (dawesarb.org)
• Aug. 21: Dawes Arboretum, Newark – Bud Grafting 
(dawesarb.org)

indiana
• July 10: Garfied Park Conservatory, Indianapolis - 
Backyard Naturalist 
• Aug. 28: Garfied Park Conservatory, Indianapolis - 
Tree ID Hike 

michigan
• July 13: Charlevoix Area Garden Club’s Standard 
Flower Show, Charlevoix
• July 16, 23, 30, Aug. 6: Grand Rapids Garden Tours 
- one garden on four consecutive Fridays
• Aug. 2-13: The Michigan Garden Plant Tour 
(http://planttour.hrt.msu.edu)

• June 18-21: (Date Correction to last Q&T) Northwest 
Perennial Alliance (NPA) Hardy Plant Study Weekend 
– Four Season Splendor: Design for Year-Round Beauty 
— Bellevue Hotel, Bellevue, Wash. Speakers include 
Adrian Bloom, Rosalind Creasy, and Mary Palmer 
Dargan. (www.northwestperennialalliance.org)

—Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp & Christine Kelleher

Brookside Gardens’ Wings of 
Fancy Live Butterfly Exhibit began 
on May 1 and goes through Sept. 
19. (www.brooksidegardens.org)

Joe Lamp’l’s nationally tele-
vised PBS gardening series, “Grow-
ing A Greener World,” recently 
featured Robin Haglund on the 
“Bee Episode” scheduled to air on 

June 26. The new series travels the 
country telling the story of people, 
places and organizations that make a 
difference in this world through gar-
dening. Upcoming episodes include 
“The Edible Schoolyard” in Berkley, 
Calif., “Deal With Horticultural 
Waste” (Missouri) and “Farmer D 
– An Eco-Entrepreneur” in Atlanta, 
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Ga.  (www.growingagreenerworld.com, www.facebook.com/
GGWTV or from your local PBS station).

On July 24 at 10:00 a.m., Eddie Rhoades will pres-
ent “I Like My Garden Just A Little On The Trashy 
Side,” plus he will sing a few select garden songs at 
Smith Gilbert Gardens in Kennesaw, Ga. (Smithgilbert-
gardens.com)

Linda Askey has joined the Southern Garden His-
tory Society board of directors (http://www.southerngarden 
history.org/), an organization rich with information, ac-
cess and networking. Other GWA members involved 
include Peggy Cornett and Bill Welch. Linda is also 
working with the steering committee of the The Cul-
lowhee Conference: Native Plants in the Landscape to get 
the word out about the upcoming meeting July 27-31. 
(http://www.wcu.edu/5033.asp)

Pat Lanza celebrates the release of the French ver-
sion of Lasagna Gardening: L`art du jardin en Lasagnes 
by Jean-Paul Collaert. Wonderful pictures! Pat will be 
at the Aug. 10 sign up for 8 weeks of Lifetime Learning 
Classes sponsored by The Council of Churches where 
she will present Lasagna Gardening in great detail. Pat 
will be also be speaking at the Cumberland Country 
Master Gardeners Fall Garden Festival on Aug. 31.

On Aug. 21, Colleen Miko and her husband Eric’s 
Port Orchard, Wash., will be one of the stops on the 
South Kitsap Garden Tour, proceeds of which support 
the Kitsap Historical Society.  (Contact: Kitsap Histori-
cal Society Museum, 360.479.6226)

Sarah P. Duke Gardens in Durham, N.C., will serve 
as the growing site for the 2010 International Waterlily 
and Water Gardening Society’s New Waterlily Compe-
tition. Hybridizers from around the world will send 
their newest waterlily hybrids to SPDG, where they 

will be grown and displayed in the Virtue Peace Pond 
this summer. A panel of IWGS judges will choose the 
best new hardy and tropical waterlilies of the year in 
August. Visitors to the gardens will have a chance to 
choose their own favorites in the “People’s Choice 
Awards.”  Ballots will be available pond-side and on 
the website at sarahpdukegardens.org.  Contact: tamara.
kilbane@duke.edu.

Jean McWeeney has joined State-By-State Garden-
ing Magazines as a copy editor. State-By-State Gardening 
publishes localized gardening magazines for more than 
ten states and/or regions.

Lya Sorano recently “discovered” the Smith-Gil-
bert Gardens (http://www.kennesaw-ga.gov/index.
aspx?NID=302). Owned by the City of Kennesaw, in 
Northwest Georgia, these are 13 acres of splendor, with 
gardens, sculptures and a 19th century plantation home 
that was once surrounded by 4,500 acres of cotton. She 
has written about the property for “Gardens of the 
World” (http://karenplatt.co.uk/blog/).

Betsy S. Franz was recently accepted to be a writer 
for Examiner.com. Betsy welcomes the opportunity 
to share more articles about  wildlife, nature and the 
environment in her new role as Brevard County Green 
Examiner.

Frank Hyman has a new blog, Liberated Gardener. 
Frank will be blogging about his trip to France at www.
liberatedgardener.net.

Steve Dobbs has taken a new job as manager of 
grounds at Oklahoma State University in Stillwell. 
New contact information: 405.744.7397 or sdobbs@
okstate.edu.

—Bill Adams

Region V
Chuck Voigt announced that the Inter-
national Herb Association (IHA) will 
hold its annual conference in Collins-
ville, Ill., (just across the river from St. 
Louis) on July 9-13. Activities include 
pre- and post-conference tours; a pub-
lic education day on July 10; and two 
days of professional education sessions on July 11-12. 
(Information: www.iherb.org, or International Herb As-
sociation, P.O. Box 5667, Jacksonville, FL 32247-5667) 
Jim Long will be presenting the Otto Richter Memorial 
Lecture at the IHA conference on July 11.

Kelly Norris will spend much of the summer 
working with his editorial team at www.digthismag.
com, which features the first all-Gen Y garden blog 

called Dirt-Y. His new hybrid book-maga-
zine-website, Dig This, launched earlier this 
spring.  He’ll also appear on a panel session 
about new-age marketing at the Perennial 
Plant Association symposium in Portland, 
Ore., on July 19.   

Holly Mawby is president of the North 
Dakota State Horticultural Society and will be hosting 
their annual meeting and conference in Devils Lake, 
N.D., on Aug. 13-14.  This year’s theme is “Edible Land-
scapes.”  The conference will feature John Ball from 
South Dakota State University and Dave Hanson from 
Sage Garden Herbs in Winnipeg, Manitoba, as well as 
a host of North Dakota professionals.  (Contact: Holly 
Mawby, Mawby@dishmail.net)
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Region VII

Region VI

Melinda Myers has launched Melinda’s Garden 
Moments for Radio, a new series of one-minute gar-
dening tips that are now being heard on radio stations 
throughout the country. (http://www.melindamyers.com/
Melinda-s-Garden-Moments-on-Radio-Stations/melindas-
garden-moments/melindas-garden-moments-on-radio.
html)

Vegetable gardening, history, seed diversity and 
community...all in a day’s work as LaManda Joy and 
others revive a WW2 Victory Garden in Chicago’s 40th 

Ward! A winter/spring of lecturing on the history of 
Chicago’s participation in the WW2 Victory Garden 
program has led to recreating one on a vacant lot that 
was an original WW2 Victory Garden. The Peterson 
Garden Project (www.petersongarden.org) was formed 
and community participation in this garden has been 
incredible. Any thoughts/ideas on historically-related 
community gardens are welcome.

—Melinda Myers

Debra Lee Baldwin will speak on “Suc-
culent Container Gardens” this summer: 
July 11 at the South Coast Cactus and 
Succulent Society in Palos Verdes; and 
on July 12 at the San Diego Horticultural 
Society. (www.debraleebaldwin.com)

Mark Turner will teach a photography 
workshop on June 25-26 in Bellingham, 
Wash., for members of the Whatcom Hor-
ticultural Society. He will teach a similar workshop on 
July 19-21, focusing on wildflower photography for the 
North Cascades Institute. (Information: 360.671.6851)

Keith Muraoka will speak on “Garden Walks along 
the Central Coast,” on June 26 at Carmel Middle School, 
4380 Carmel Valley Rd., Carmel, Calif. A second talk on 
the same subject is scheduled for July 10 at the Monte 
Toyon Camp and Conference Center, 220 Cloister Ln., 

Aptos, Calif. (www.mulchingitover.com)
Tom Karwin invites members to the 2010 

Garden Faire on June 26 at Scotts Valley’s Sky-
park, Calif. The theme, “Rediscovering Our 
Roots,” honors gardening that returns us to a 
simpler way of life. Pam Peirce will speak on 
edible gardening. (www.thegardenfaire.org)

Amy Grisak has a new website called “The 
Backyard Bounty” at www.thebackyardbounty.

com. Visitors can watch her gardening and suburban 
homesteading adventures.

Carolyn Singer is now teaching for Peaceful Val-
ley Farm and Garden Supply in Grass Valley, Calif. 
Upcoming classes include vegetative propagation and 
“Digging Deeper,” a discussion of June garden activi-
ties. (www.carolynsingergardens.com)

—Keith Muraoka

Larry Sherk will conduct his annual talk about and 
walk around the Artists Gardens at Harbourfront in 
Toronto on July 1 at 1:00 p.m. This will be the 21st year 
for the program, supported horticulturally by Sheridan 
Nurseries.

“Close: A Journey in Scotland” in the galleries of 
the Chicago Botanic Garden is now open and runs 
through Sept. 26. Photographs from the project are 
available for the press from Allan Pollok-Morris or 
the Chicago Botanic Garden. The press information 
and contacts for the exhibition and book can be seen 
at: (http://www.chicagobotanic.org/pr/events/press_releases/
close_exhibition.php) 

Gayla Trail will host a series of urban gardening 
and canning workshops in Toronto through to the fall. 
All events will be held in an inspiring urban garden 

with adjoining kitchen. (http://www.superfantastico.com/
index.php?main_page=index&cPath=10)

As Master Blogger for the newly launched Presi-
dent’s Choice Gardening Blog, Lorraine Flanigan will 
be taking readers behind the scenes for a look at how 
plants and products are developed for Loblaw compa-
nies garden centers. The blog will also feature how-to 
gardening articles and timely seasonal tips. Readers 
can also follow Peter Cantley, vice president of Floral 
and Garden, as he scours the world for new plants and 
products. (www.pc.ca)

Ron Rossini will be appearing on Rogers Commu-
nity broadcasts during the course of the year presenting 
gardening solutions.

Miriam Young has introduced a new online resource 
where garden writers and broadcasters can promote 
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themselves and their work for free. PlantConcierge.com 
site now includes profiles for “Gardening Advisors,” 
which allows garden writers to describe themselves, 
their publications and broadcasts together with web 
links. These profiles are brought to the public’s attention 
by being linked to answers on the site’s new “Plant Care 

Q&A” module. Plant Care Q&A is designed to gather 
up “lost souls” searching the web for gardening advice 
and funnel them through to those who can help them 
further. (PlantConcierge.com or contact Miriam Young 
miriam@plantingstories.com)

—Donna Dawson

regional meetingS update

region ii — mt.cuba and hagley region iii — cincinnati

Thirty members attended the Region III regional meet-
ing in Cincinnati, Ohio, in April. We met at the Cin-

cinnati Zoo and Botanical Gardens for lunch and a tour. 
Highlights included the thousands of bulbs on display 
and a visit to the Center for Reproduction of Endangered 

Wildlife. This 
was followed 
by a walking 
tour of Spring 
Grove Ceme-
tery and Arbo-
retum, with its 
elaborate crypts 
and mausole-
ums, gorgeous 
statuary, love-
ly ponds and 
champion trees. 
A delicious din-
ner was spon-

sored by Spring Meadow Nursery/Proven Winners 
ColorChoice, and Brian Jorg, manager of horticulture 
at the zoo, spoke about spring wildflowers before we 

Brian Jorg of the Cincinnati Zoo demonstrates how native plants 
are grown on the campus during the GWA Region III meeting. 

Photo by Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp

A peacock strutted his stuff at the zoo.

The Region II April meeting maxed out, with more 
than 50 GWA members gathering at Mt. Cuba Center 

in the Brandywine Valley. A light mist over subtle tril-
liums welcomed attendees at the early morning photo 
shoot. Then, after coffee and pastries, everyone set off on 
guided or self-guided tours of the extensive woodland 
wildflower gardens. An illustrated lecture on “Plant Col-
lecting” by Mt. Cuba Director Rick Lewandowski topped 
off the morning’s activities. Special thanks to Peggy 
Anne Montgomery for all her behind-the-scenes work 
and for hosting the event, and to Mt Cuba for graciously 
hosting the meeting and providing a delicious and much-
appreciated lunch in beautiful surroundings. 

Kirk Brown’s famous “Green Raffle” and “Trunk 
Show” were a big hit in the middle of the day. Among 
those contributing to these events were: Mark High-
land from Organic Mechanics, who gave everyone 
bags of earthworm castings plus organic soil for the 
raffle; Kevin Staso and Carrie Wiles from Northcreek 
Nursery, who provided everyone with a market basket 
filled with new perennials; Maria Zampini from Lake 
County, who sent new shrubs; Winterthur Museum & 
Country Estate, that gave everyone free admission; and 
Mt Cuba, that provided books about Mt. Cuba Center 
and copies of its native plant research projects.

A tour of The Hagley Museum in the Brandywine 
Valley followed in the afternoon. The tour included a 
visit to the restored 19th century French-style garden, 
as well as the Eleutherian Mills residence. This gem is a 
living history museum with gardens. It has the original 
gunpowder manufacturing plant of the DuPont Corpo-
ration, as well as a Center for the History of Business, 
Technology and Society, with a world-class historical 
library. Thanks to Hagley, and to Bonnie Wirth for her 
work in hosting.

Our special thanks and appreciation also go to the 
ubiquitous Kirk Brown, who organized and coordi-
nated this event.

– Steve Maurer 
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adjourned for the night with a bag full of plant samples 
and other swag. 

The next morning, drizzling rain couldn’t dampen 
our spirits as we met at the Cincinnati Nature Center 
and learned of its connections to garden writer Eliza-
beth Lawrence. We visited two fabulous private gardens 
before ending with lunch sponsored by the Cincinnati 
Flower Show. The luncheon speaker was Ethne Clarke, 
discussing her latest book, Hidcote: the Making of a Gar-
den. Members were encouraged to stay at the show as 
long as desired. This was a fun and informative meet-
ing with a variety of activities that everyone seemed to 
enjoy. Many thanks to the planning committee team of 
Sue Trusty, Brian Jorg and Patty Craft!

—Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp

region Vii — toronto

Region VII members enjoyed their time during 
Canada Blooms, the Toronto Flower & Garden Show. 

The day began with a private tour of the feature gardens 
and displays. 

Ken Brown was the guest speaker of the day. Early 
in Ken’s career as a horticulturist, he planned and devel-

oped the world-
renowned inte-
rior plantings 
for the Toronto 
Zoo’s extensive 
series of build-
ings.

While pro-
moting her new 
product line for 
Home Depot at 
Canada Blooms, 
Martha Stewart 
was convinced 
to make an im-
p ro m p t u  a p -

pearance at the Region VII meeting. Most of the attend-
ees were surprised and delighted, and will remember 
it as the highlight of the meeting.

Photo by Mark Disero

Veronica Sliva thanks Martha Stewart for greeting Region VII 
members.

Photo by Laura Grant

 (l to r): Veronica Sliva, Mark Disero, and 
Martha Stewart. 23 Tulip Drive

PO Box 638
Bantam, CT 06750
Phone: (860) 567-8734
Fax: (860) 567-6089
www.vanengelen.com

John Scheepers
23 Tulip Drive
PO Box 638
Bantam, CT 06750
Phone: (860) 567-0838
Fax: (860) 567-6089
www.johnscheepers.com

Serving America’s finest gardens since 1908.

BEAUTY FROM BULBS
Bring the special beauty of bulbs to your family’s
garden from our extensive collection of over 800
varieties of flower bulbs and bareroot herbaceous

peonies. The best of the Dutch harvest, our
bulbs are available in smaller quantities from

John Scheepers and in larger units with
volume discounts through Van Engelen.

For copies of Van Engelen’s 52-page wholesale
price list and John Scheepers 88-page color

Beauty From Bulbs catalog, contact our family’s
companies. Don’t forget to ask for our 60-page

Kitchen Garden Seeds catalog for the best of
gourmet vegetable, herb and flower seeds.

The third generation in flower bulbs, Jan Ohms was raised
in Holland’s bulb district before moving to the U.S. He has

been credited with helping to expand the use of Dutch flower
bulbs in American gardens. For colorful personal stories

about the Dutch flower bulb industry, horticultural
information and color photographs, just give us a call.

QT30

QT30:X 1/15/09 1:38 PM  Page 1

copy before the end of this month. If you find an er-
ror, please remember that members are now in charge 
of maintaining their own contact information online 
through the GWA website. Make sure to update your 
listing whenever your information changes.
 As we continually adjust to the economic times 
and the growing demand for cost efficient, convenient 
and speedy delivery of information and services, GWA 
programs and activities will undergo changes. An ex-
ample of the most recent change is that this is the last 
issue of the Q&T newsletter printed in two ink colors 
and distributed by snail mail. Starting in August, we 
will have a new design with full-color presentation of 
articles and photos (say goodbye to black and white). 
The new issue will be distributed electronically through 
the GWA website in the members-only section. If you 
have not logged in to your member account, please do so 
before the August issue of the newsletter is released.
 We wish everyone an active and productive sum-
mer in the garden and hope to see many members at 
the symposium in Dallas this September.

 Robert C. LaGasse
 Executive Director

Exec. Dir. continued from  page 3
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On The

QT
Connie Cottingham was named 
the Georgia Green Industry Asso-
ciation’s 2010 Communicator of the 
Year. She also recently earned a Cer-
tificate in Native Plants through The 
State Botanical Garden of Georgia, 
a program requiring 80 total hours 
of classroom instruction, volunteer 
time and field trips.

Sabrena Schweyer, APLD, will 
receive an Honor Award for excel-
lence in landscape design from the 
Perennial Plant Association (PPA) at 
their annual conference in Portland, 
Ore., in July.

The internationally syndicated ra-
dio show, “Starstyle-Be the Star You 
Are!” that is produced and hosted 
by Cynthia Brian, is in its twelfth 
year of broadcasting live. 

Susan Antler reports that Plant a 
Row/Grow a Row and the Com-
post Council of Canada are kicking 
off the edible gardening season in 
several cities that will culminate in 
Toronto in October for their harvest 
celebration — Soupalicious (www.
soupalicious.org).

in memoriam
The Garden Writers Association has 
lost three longtime members in the 
past few months. These individuals 
will be missed.

roy hanS JonSSon 

Following a valiant two-year fight 
with colon and liver cancer, Roy 

Jonsson, 73, succumbed to his illness 
in April. He died comfortably and 
peacefully at home, surrounded 
by the love of his family. He had 
no regrets and was grateful for the 
wonderful life he had enjoyed with 
his wife Margaret at his side.

Roy had been a member of the 
Garden Writers Association since 
2001 and he joined the British Co-
lumbia Nursery & Landscape As-
sociation in 1993 while working to 
help establish the first commercial 
composting facility in the Lower 
Mainland. He enjoyed his associa-
tion with the BCLNA and felt the 

Joe b. parkS

Joe Parks, 
9 4 ,  w h o 
served in the 
Department 
of Health, 
Education 
and Welfare 
during the 
Nixon ad-
ministration, died on Mar. 31 of 
metastatic prostate cancer at Went-
worth Douglass Hospital in Dover, 

N.H. Mr. Parks, who lived in the 
Washington area from 1939 to 1975, 
switching between private and fed-
eral employers, was a well-known 
gardener who hybridized more than 
22 types of rhododendrons. He got 
started on hybridizing by working 
on azaleas when he lived in North-
ern Virginia.

During World War II, he served 
in the Army in Europe, receiving a 
Bronze Star. Upon returning to the 
Washington area, he worked for 
the Veterans Administration for 11 
years, the General Services Admin-
istration for a year and then from 
1959 to 1968 for RCA and IBM.

He joined HEW in 1969 as 
deputy director of the social and 
rehabilitation services division and 
after four years went back to the 
private sector as director of gov-
ernment services marketing with 
Booz Allen Hamilton, from which 
he retired in 1975.

He then moved to New Hamp-
shire, became a real estate inves-
tor and served for seven years in 
the New Hampshire legislature. 
Mr. Parks served as president of 
the Massachusetts chapter of the 
American Rhododendron Society 
from 1994 to 1996 and received 
the silver medal award from the 
national organization in 2006. He 
had been a member of the Garden 
Writers Association since 1989.

organization held an important role 
in providing leadership, education 
and landscape standards to improve 
the quality of landscaping through-
out the province.

Roy operated a landscape con-
sulting business and championed 
these qualities.  He was an ac-
complished writer, having recently 
published Garden Sense – Secrets of 
an Experienced Gardener, for hom-
eowners and garden maintenance 
workers. He was a regular garden 
columnist for the North Shore News, 
and contributed to a variety of 
garden magazines including Gar-
denWise. He was frequently a guest 
on a number of radio shows, and 
was a well-loved seminar instruc-
tor at VanDusen and UBC Botanical 
Gardens in Vancouver, B.C.
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region ii
fri., oct. 8 — 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
haVerford, deVon & Wayne, pa.
Registration fee: $35/person (GWA members 
   and/or spouses);
                $50/person (non-members)

Registration and tours will be held at Hav-
erford Arboretum, America’s oldest college arbo-
retum, celebrating its 175th anniversary in 2009. 
We’ll travel to Chanticleer — A Pleasure Garden 
(Wayne) for a talk focused on the wonders of the 
Northeastern Fall Color Show. We’ll also enjoy the 
GWA report, Green Raffle and the GWA-famous 
“Trunk Show!” Lunch will be served at Chanticleer. 
Visit Jenkins Arboretum in the afternoon and tour 
their new “Green” Visitor’s Center. Jenkins is one 
of Pennsylvania’s major horticultural showcases 
of native trees, shrubs, rhododendrons, azaleas, 
laurels, blueberries, ferns and wildflowers.

Contact Kirk R. Brown (Tel: 610.391.0291; Fax: 
610.530.8754; E-mail: vista6211@verizon.net; kirk@
gardendesigninc.com).

region Vi
Sun., July 18 — 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
puyallup & edgeWood, WaSh.*
Registration fee: $25/person (GWA members/spouses);
                $35/person (non-members)

Registration: Ed Hume Seeds (11504 - 58th Ave. E., 
Puyallup). Drive to Edgewood Garden (12727 - 32nd St. 
E., Edgewood), the current project of Ilga Jansons and 
Michael Dryfoos. The garden is on 32 acres, centered 
on a large, Northwest contemporary house, with lots 
of sun and a stunning view of Mt. Rainier.At 11:30 a.m. 
enjoy lunch at Hume Seeds. Share what has been hap-
pening with you and what you are seeing in the writ-
ing/photography/video markets. (Lunch sponsored 
by Ed Hume Seeds.)

Ed Hume will give a presentation at 12:45 p.m. on 
his Children’s Garden followed by a tour of the garden 
and his seed packing facility. Sharon Collman, WSU 
Extension, will give a presentation on good garden 
bugs. The group will then tour Ed’s garden and enjoy 
a bug hunting walk with Sharon.

Sponsor: Ed Hume Seeds
*Transportation is on your own. Maps & directions will be 
provided.

regional meetingS
The following regional meetings are scheduled for 2010. Additional information will be posted 

online at www.gardenwriters.org and in future issues of the Quill & Trowel newsletter.

ralph SnodSmith
The world of gardening and horti-
culture recently lost one of its nic-
est people. Ralph Snodsmith, who 
had been in ill health for years but 
still managed to do his weekly 
radio show, finally succumbed to 
the complications of a broken leg. 
He was 70.

Ralph and I had been friends 
for more than a decade, ever since 
his first appearance at the Bangor 
Garden Show here in Maine. As 
graceful and charming as he was intelligent, he pos-
sessed a smooth baritone voice ideal for radio and 
television. What made him successful, though, was a 
genuine love of people and gardening.

“I never get tired of this,” he would often say when 
we compared notes from the road. “As long as the people 
want to have me around, I’ll keep showing up.”

I was a guest on his radio show, “The Garden 

Hotline,” at least a half dozen times, including a couple 
of in-studio appearances at WOR in New York City 
when my book was published in 2007. That his audience 
was massive was evident from the way sales instantly 
jumped even before the show ended. If Ralph endorsed 
it, people bought it.

My favorite times with him, in fact, were off air and 
stage. His humor was self-effacing and his affection for 
his family was always on his sleeve. He was excited to 
have moved to Virginia fairly recently and vowed to 
slow his appearances, which always numbered more 
than 100 a year, sometimes several a day.

I’m going to miss him terribly.
The family has requested that, in lieu of flowers, 

donations may be made in Ralph’s memory to Cornell 
Cooperative Extension of Rockland, 10 Patriot Hills 
Drive, Stony Point, N.Y. 10980. Checks may be made 
payable to Cooperative Extension. Questions may be di-
rected to Executive Director, Paul Trader, at 845.429.7085 
ext. 107 or pwt2@cornell.edu.

—Paul Tukey
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friday, Sept. 10 

6:00 a.m. Trade Show Move-in, Hyatt Regency Dallas
 
11:00 a.m. Conference Registration Opens

Name badge holders sponsored by Osmocote Plant Food and water 
bottles co-sponsored by Encore Azalea and Southern Living Plant 
Collection.
 
1:30 p.m.  Regional Meetings 
Join your regional and national directors and other regional 
members to discuss current GWA events and to find out what 
is happening in your region.
 
2:30 p.m. First-Timer & Mentor Reception 
  (1st Time Meeting Attendees Only)
The GWA Annual Symposium is an extremely busy event and 
having a mentor can be very helpful if this is your first time 
attending. Come and meet some long-time GWA symposia 
attendees who can give you pointers to having a successful 
symposium! Sponsored by Netherlands Flower Bulb Information 
Center
 
3:15 p.m. Garden Products Information 
 Exhibit Opens
With more than 80 booths, the 2010 Garden Products Informa-
tion Exhibit will be the perfect opportunity to learn about new 
products and to network with new and old friends. Also, stop 
by the Garden Writers Association Foundation booth to learn 
more about the spectacular prize drawings. Camera sponsored 
by The Davey Tree Expert Company.
 
6:00 p.m. Reception in Exhibit Hall
The exhibit reception will offer hors d’oeuvres and a wine 
and beer bar. 
 
7:30 p.m.  Exhibit Closes. Dinner on your own

 

Saturday, Sept. 11
 

7:00 a.m.  Breakfast 
-8:00 a.m. Sustainability: Tending the Garden Called Earth
To restore ecosystems and conserve natural resources and 
endangered species...does mankind respect nature by simply 
“leaving it alone?” Or is nature better served with careful 
human stewardship? Learning lessons from indigenous 
people’s stewardship of the land over the last ten thousand 
years, can we promote a new human-nature interaction to 

engender renewal of spiritual connection between all liv-
ing things? Presenter: Jan Valentic, Sustainability Officer, 
The Scotts Miracle-Gro Company.  Sponsored by The Scotts 
Miracle-Gro Company
 
8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.   Keynote Presentation 

Kierstin De West — “Social Responsibility 
with Substance and Style”

Kierstin De West is the CEO, co-founder and key strategic and 
research mind at Conscientious Innovation (www.ci-shift.com), 
a Vancouver, B.C., consultancy. While developing brand and 
creative strategies with a keen interest in culture, consumers 
and their marketplace, Ms. De West saw all indicators were 
pointing to a cultural shift with consumers making lifestyle 
and purchasing decisions based on a set of predefined values: 
integrity and social responsibility.

Ms. De West developed the SHIFT Report which is the 
most cohesive set of research on people’s attitudes/percep-
tions/behaviors around sustainability and social responsibil-
ity and their impact on lifestyle choices, brand relationships 
and purchase decisions. She will share insights from the 
SHIFT Report that are particularly relevant to garden com-
municators, including:

• What is sustainability to consumers?
• Why do we need to see more than “green” in that 
 definition?
• Is sustainability just a passing trend or are we in the  
 midst of a cultural shift?

 Her talk will reveal key findings of Ci’s Sustainability 
Passion Index and discuss the young substance-and-style 
consumer, a demographic group that values innovation, 
creativity, sustainability and a relative newcomer to the gar-
dening lifestyle category.
 
9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.  Concurrent Sessions 

Self-Promotion Panel: Be Your Own Garden
Publishing Brand — How to Take Your Passion to the Bank

Hear from two panelists with lots of experience in different 
writing/publishing genres. Patricia Lanza, author of Lasagna 
Gardening and other titles, will discuss how professional 
networks gave her the confidence to move from being a 
speaker with a self-published book to a widely published 
author. Kathy Jentz, creator, publisher and editor of Washing-
ton Gardener magazine, will address finding your niche and 
building a reputation as that topic’s expert. You’ll leave this 
session feeling empowered to be your own boss as a writer, 
speaker and expert. Panelists: Kathy Jentz, Washington Gar-
dener magazine; and Patricia Lanza, The Potager/Lasagna 
Gardening.

gWa annual SympoSium program*
Sept. 10-13, 2010

hyatt regency dallaS, tx

*Program subject to change.
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Panel: Horticultural Therapy
Listen to uplifting words on the therapy gardens can provide. 
From Healing and Therapeutic Gardens: A Future Trend, to 
Coping with Loss – a Garden Can Help. Learn how growing 
our way to health and creating gardens that heal makes sense 
now and in the future. As sure as sustainable garden practices 
are rooted in the garden community, sustainable health care is 
right around the corner. This presentation demonstrates the 
trend toward incorporating gardens in therapeutic settings 
for enhanced healing experiences for patients, residents and 
staff. Join us for touching examples of Mother Nature’s power 
to restore feelings of optimism in people who are coping with 
loss. Panelists: EagleSong, RavenCroft Garden; and Theresa 
M. Forte, Forte Garden Design.

iPad Publishing
Presentation to discuss the creation of “The Elements” for 
iPad and address the iBook, electronic publishing software 
and the present and future opportunities for authors, photog-
raphers and designers in this new millennium of publishing. 
Presenter: TBA, Touch Press, Publisher of the Elements. 
 
10:15 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.  Concurrent Sessions 
  

Slow and Fast — Two Perspectives 
on Branding a Book Concept

Slow gardening is hot. So is fast-tracking and using social 
media. We’ll hear from two authors who branded their cre-
ativity into vastly different garden communication platforms. 
Felder Rushing turned his signature slow gardening into a 
trademarked brand, with a message of an all-year, all-season, 
all-senses approach to growing plants and caring for the 
garden. Hear from Jean Ann Van Krevelen, who collaborated 
to create Grocery Gardening, which they call the “first social 
media savvy gardening book.” The team wrote an entire book 
in 60 days using social media tools and techniques. Panelists: 
Felder Rushing, Syndicated Columnist/Radio Host/Author/
Freelance; and Jean Ann Van Krevelen, Cool Springs Press.

The Gardener’s Guide to Global Warming:  
Important Ways to Become Part of the Solution

Join Patty Glick, senior global warming specialist for the 
National Wildlife Federation, as she highlights the impacts of 
global warming and climate change across the country, what 
it means for gardeners and, most importantly, what people 
can do in their own gardens and communities to be part of 
the solution. Patty’s informative and compelling presenta-
tion is based on her award-winning report by the same title. 
Moderator: Kirk Brown, Joanne Kostecky Garden Design, Inc. 
Presenter: Patty Glick, National Wildlife Federation.

The Power of E-mail Marketing
You’ve received them, those info-packed e-newsletters, from 
service providers like your dentist and nonprofits urging 
your support. Learn how you can use this affordable, simple 
technology to craft and design your own effective e-marketing 
strategy. Julie Niehoff is a trainer for the Dallas office of Con-
stant Contact, one of the country’s top e-newsletter companies 
specializing in helping small businesses and individuals get 
their word out. Julie will outline the steps for building an e-
newsletter strategy that markets and promotes your message, 
events, activities and projects to your audience. Her talk will 
demonstrate how e-marketing works and highlight some of 

the simple ways you can maximize this vehicle for yourself. 
Presenter: Julie Niehoff, regional development director, 
Constant Contact.

11:00 a.m.- 3:15 p.m.   Final Exhibition Period & Lunch
Don’t miss the final exhibition period. The exhibit will open 
with a lunch available for you to enjoy while you continue to 
network and learn about new and exciting products.
  
3:15 p.m. Exhibit Closes
 
3:45 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.   Story Tour — Dallas Arboretum 
 & Botanical Garden & Dinner
Sponsored by the Dallas Arboretum & Botanical Garden.
 
8:00 p.m.      Buses Depart for Hyatt Regency Dallas 

Sunday, Sept. 12
7:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m.  Breakfast 

Innovative Ways to Protect Your Lawn and Garden in 2011
For the past 10 years, Bayer Advanced has been the leader in 
innovative lawn and garden solutions. In 2010, the company 
launched Bayer Advanced Natria — a new line of non-syn-
thetic products with active ingredients such as soybean and 
canola oil that protect your home, lawn and garden against 
pests, weeds and diseases. Many of the Natria products are 
for organic gardening. You’ll be the first to hear what is in 
store for the coming year and hear how the company is taking 
gardening to a whole new level. Presenter: Ken Kukorowski, 
Bayer Advanced Head of Product Innovation. Sponsored by 
Bayer Advanced.
 
8:00 a.m. – 12:45 p.m. Story Tour — Highland Park 
 Private Garden Tour & Lunch
Today’s private gardens will come closest to matching your 
impressions of Big D as defined by the iconic television show 
“Dallas.” The houses are  large and graciously appointed; 
some would be classified as estates. The gardens fulfill each 
owner’s expectations of an exotic  fantasyland recreated here 
on the blackland prairie. 

Preston Hollow in North Dallas is a neighborhood of 
large estates along narrow, blacktop roads that wind up and 
down over creeks and limestone escarpments. You’re invited 
to step into the realm of the “Lord of the Rings,” with a moat, 
hobbit house, castle keep and Edwardian conservatory. The 
owner, whose imagination and sense of play know no bounds, 
may even open the doors to her new house and its rooms 
of wonder. Another stop in this neighborhood transports 
us to Renaissance Italy, with a sentinel of Italian cypresses 
juxtaposed with drought-tolerant buffalo turf, 1.8 acres of 
long views and a series of tightly manicured, but lushly 
planted garden rooms ornamented with classical European 
antiques.  

Highland Park, an island township that is the historic 
enclave of Dallas superpowers in the worlds of sports, big 
oil and commerce, is less than five miles from downtown. 
You’ll visit a tropical island resort with towering palms, hid-
den nooks and cascading streams; a property whose owners 
had their house designed around existing large trees and 
incorporated the newly discovered ruins of garden walls and 
paths; and promenade along historic Turtle Creek, where the 
owners have retained the original boathouse.
 



17Number 3, June 2010

12:45 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. Concurrent Sessions

The Story Arc: Fiction Techniques Add 
Momentum to Garden Writing

List articles, round ups, Q&A, slide presentations — many 
garden writing assignments use an inherently flat structure. 
One piece of information follows another like railroad box-
cars. By borrowing story-telling techniques employed in fic-
tion, any work can be lifted from flat line to memorable. The 
story arc rises in four phases: inciting incident, rising action, 
climax and wrap-up. Applying the arc to your material gives 
new power to your writing and evokes a strong audience 
connection. Find out how easily you can organize your gar-
den information and let your story fly. Presenter: Mary-Kate 
Mackey, freelance writer; adjunct faculty University of Oregon 
School of Journalism. 

Flickr.com: More Than Pretty Pictures
These days, everyone is trying to do more with less — less 
time, less money, less everything. For small companies and 
freelancers, this is especially important. In this session, Kim 
Taylor will explain how you can tap into the power of Flickr.
com, self-described as “the best online photo management and 
sharing application in the world.” She’ll cover step-by-step 
tricks for using Flickr as an affordable image management 
system, and discuss its use as a social networking tool. Pre-
senter: Kim Taylor, University of Florida communications 
specialist.

Horticultural CSI – Uncovering the Dirt
 on Why Landscape Plants Die

Landscape decline and demise is increasingly common, even 
in the mildest of climates. Unfortunately, the first sign of a 
problem is often the appearance of opportunistic pests and 
disease, which results in unnecessary use of pesticides.  This 
seminar will present a diagnostic approach to discovering 
the suspected causes behind landscape crimes. You may be 
surprised to learn that many landscape plants die because of 
avoidable errors in selecting, transplanting, and maintaining 
trees and shrubs.  Handouts will be provided on diagnosing 
and preventing common cultural problems causing plant 
decline and demise. Presenter: Dr. Linda Chalker-Scott, WSU 
Extension Urban Horticulturist.
 
1:45 p.m. – 2:45 p.m.  Concurrent Sessions

You, Too, Can Be a TV Star: Videos, YouTube and Webisodes
There’s a huge demand for short-form online content that 
goes way beyond blogging. Online video opens up oppor-
tunities for creative people who can go in front of the camera 
and share their knowledge, enthusiasm and expertise with 
the world via the Internet. You don’t need a big crew or a 
big budget to package yourself — and your message — for 
online viewers. Join television and web personality Shirley 
Bovshow as she demystifies Web TV and introduces you to 
examples of online personalities who use garden videos to 
generate revenue, create a brand and support/promote their 
other platforms. Learn Shirley’s five essentials for on-camera 
success. Presenter: Shirley Bovshow, Garden World Report.

The Language of Trees: from Ancient History to Present-Day
Three tree experts will join a panel that’s all about trees. Dr. 
Robert Polomski will share some of the latest findings in 

arboriculture, including tree selection, tree growth and care. 
Moderator Eva Monheim, a certified arborist, will discuss the 
current standards of planting and pruning and the best sourc-
es for finding information about tree care in your region. And 
finally, Grant Jones will present the granddaddy of them all: 
the “Big Tree” in Texas’s Goose Island State Park — thought to 
be more than 1,000 years old and once the champion live oak 
of Texas. Moderator: Eva Monheim, Oak Leaf Productions. 
Panelists: Grant Jones The Davey Tree Expert Company; and 
Robert Polomski, Clemson University.

Garden Writer’s Rosetta Stone: Translating Design Into Words
Many garden communicators write authoritatively about 
plants and gardening, but they may not be conversant in the 
core principles of garden design. An awareness of the basic 
precepts of good design, opens the door to a wider range 
of stories. The session will explain the logical and artistic 
decisions that result in beautiful, functional and sustainable 
gardens. A slide show with commentary, featuring a range 
of garden styles, and illustrating each of the main design 
principles: contrast, harmony, form, density, balance, scale, 
rhythm, repetition, color, etc. The audience is invited to flaunt 
their newfound mastery of design analysis and description 
with audience participation. Presenter: Billy Goodnick, free-
lance writer; landscape architect; educator.    
 
2:45 p.m. – 3:15 p.m.  Coffee Break
Sponsored by All-American Daylilies
 
3:15 p.m. – 4:15 p.m.  Concurrent Sessions 

Panel: From Mega Trends to Garden Trends
Learn what trends are emerging that are expected to drive 
consumer demand in the outdoor living market. Susan Mc-
Coy will team up with Clint Albin to look at emerging garden 
industry events, topics, services and products for 2011 and 
beyond. As you discover areas of interest beyond traditional 
gardening (such as food, pets and related lifestyle catego-
ries), you will be better able to translate that knowledge as a 
communicator. Included in the talk will be an examination 
of social media as a vehicle for spreading trends. Panelists: 
Clint Albin, IGC Show and Suzie McCoy, The Garden Media 
Group.

Make More Money: Writers As Revenue Generators
A lively panel featuring three points of view, each of which 
will help you rethink how you earn an income as a garden 
communicator. From Patty Craft, we will hear the editor’s 
perspective. Knowing what challenges editors face on the 
business side gives writers the chance to develop skills that 
make them more valuable. Katie Elzer-Peters will discuss 
different options and opportunities on the horizon for writers 
including storefront, wholesale and online businesses. Jayme 
Jenkins will discuss writing opportunities open to people 
without a traditional journalism background, as well as her 
advice on “selling” yourself in the new media arena. Modera-
tor: Katie Elzer-Peters, The Garden of Words, LLC. Panelists: 
Patty Craft, editor, Horticulture magazine; and Jayme Jenkins, 
aHa! Modern Living (www.ahamodernliving.com). 

Using the Power in PowerPoint
This session will focus on specific program functions of Of-
fice PowerPoint that can be used to power up any simple 
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presentation. This is not an introductory course on the use of 
computers for presentations, but a challenge to participants 
to acquire advanced software and presentational skills. There 
are many bad PowerPoint presentations out in the world. This 
session will ask audience members to sign a petition to outlaw 
perpetrators of Boring PowerPoint Presentations. Otherwise 
known as the B3P Initiative. Presenter: Kirk Brown, Joanne 
Kostecky Garden Design, Inc.
 
5:00 p.m.- 8:00 p.m.   Story Tour & Dinner (TBA)

  

monday, Sept. 13
6:45 a.m.- 8:00 a.m.   Breakfast & 
 GWA Annual Business Meeting
Breakfast at hotel with GWA business meeting and an-
nual report. Hear the annual report from the board of 
directors while you eat your breakfast. Also, hear about 
next year’s symposium plans in Indianapolis, Indiana! 
  
8:00 a.m.- 1:45 p.m.   Story Tours — East Dallas Private 
 Gardens & Lunch
Old East Dallas is known for its residential historic districts, 
tree-lined boulevards, resistance to change and appreciation 
of poor artists and eccentricity. It is a district rife with garden-
ers and is the epicenter of backyard henkeeping.

You’ll wander through a compound outfitted for year-
round outdoor living and accessorized with one-of-a-kind, 
handmade fountains, fonts, fireplaces, sculptures and 
structures (and maybe you’ll meet the tree-climbing terrier). 
Another address has a Japanese garden complete with koi, 
mossy boulders and a tiny teahouse juxtaposed with a newer, 
tongue-in-cheek “white-trash” garden. On another stop, an 
8-acre lot of vantage points, log bridges and creeks holds the 
precisely restored house designed by the late Texas-modernist 
hero O’Neil Ford. And you’ll meet the caretaker of one of the 
first outdoor classrooms in the country at Stonewall Jackson 
Elementary, where the unique curriculum is becoming a 
model nationwide for raising environmentally aware genera-
tions of children.

The remaining stops on today’s agenda illustrate a 
garden-maker’s love of Edwardian England and the practical 
need for using heat- and drought-tolerant plant materials. 
You’ll also see the how long season of heat and high humid-
ity is addressed by a landscape architect at his own home.  
There’s water everywhere, from iron cattle troughs, fountains 
and a simple, sublime wading pool to an underground cis-
tern installed at the site’s lowest point to catch every drop 
of rainwater.
 
1:45 p.m. – 2:45 p.m.  Concurrent Sessions

Planting, Growing and Evaluating Your Social Media Network
Three panelists bring diverse experience to the topic of Social 
Media and how it works for you. John Riutta will touch on 
maintaining a social media presence via a blog, Facebook, 
Twitter and other “Web 2.0” platforms. Marta Maria Garcia 
of Costa Farms will discuss social media as a personal brand-
promotion tool. She will share secrets of the how and why 
of etiquette and successful social media efforts. Moderator 
Dawn Hummel will address measuring and tracking strate-
gies of a social media campaign. Moderator: Dawn Hummel, 

BeeDazzled Gardens. Panelists: Marta Maria Garcia, Costa 
Farms; and John Riutta, www.wellreadnaturalist.com and www.
jriutta.com.

A New Era: Connecting With Today’s Garden Consumer
Technology and social networking are dramatically impacting 
how we receive, process and respond to information. Three 
panelists will help us navigate the landscape of social technol-
ogy and changing consumer behavior. Bill Calkins will sum-
marize key findings from his company’s recent major study of 
purchase patterns and consumer attitudes related to garden-
ing. Jim Freman will discuss ways to bring together gardeners 
from two ends of the demographic spectrum. Moderator Cliff 
Sharples will address the changing information landscape 
from the consumer’s perspective. Moderator: Cliff Sharples, 
DigtheDirt.com. Panelists: Bill Calkins, Ball Horticultural 
Company; and Jim Freman, Dean Street Orchids.

Passionate Relevance Makes the Difference
What gets garden consumers excited? When they make a con-
nection with dynamic sources of new plants and the stories of 
growers who share their passion and love of plants. One of the 
best ways this plant-gardener matchmaking occurs is through 
writers, broadcasters, editors and columnists. Plantswoman 
Alice Doyle maintains that no matter how many varieties of 
plants there are, she can always learn and discover something 
new about them. Alice will share decades of examples that 
illustrate how she has teamed up with garden communicators 
to spread the stories that inspire customers to garden, try new 
plants and experiment with new cultivars of old favorites. 
Presenter: Alice Doyle, Log House Plants.
 
3:00 p.m. – 3:45 p.m.  Concurrent Sessions 

Radio Panel: Planting on the Airwaves
Whether you’re interested in being a radio host or guest, 
here’s a chance to hear from two radio personalities about 
the ins and outs of this powerful medium. Kathy Cropp, 
producer and co-host of a 3-year-old show, will discuss start-
ing, producing and maintaining a garden radio program. Bob 
Tanem, who has logged no fewer than 837 radio interviews, 
will discuss on-air interviews from two perspectives: as host 
and as guest, how to prepare and what to do when you’re 
“live” and on air. Panelists: Kathy Cropp, producer/co-host 
of “Here’s the Dirt,” a program of Danville (Virginia) Master 
Gardeners (WTBM 1330AM) and Bob Tanem, host of San 
Francisco’s popular Sunday morning show, “Bob Tanem in 
the Garden” (KSFO 560 AM). 
 
How to Make Your Pictures Tell Stories Others Will Crave
Making boring pictures is easy. Making pictures that help 
set the table for a story, and that consistently elicit ooohs and 
ahhhs, now that is magical. But like most magic tricks, it is 
something that can be learned, practiced and improved upon 
with stunning results. Through carefully chosen examples, 
we will examine ways to quickly assess a new location and 
then figure out those visual “poems” that really want to be 
gleaned from it. We will discuss emotion and gesture, and 
metaphor as essential elements of compelling pictures, and 
show examples of how visual “adjectives and adverbs” may 
be enhanced within an image. We’ll see the same scene shot 
“boring” and then “poetically,” with the very same camera. 
Presenter: David Perry, David Perry Photographer.
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Panel: New Approaches to Growing Edibles
Creating beautiful gardens that produce an abundance of 
edible crops is all the rage. Our panelists will present some 
of the freshest ideas and insights we’ve seen at the forefront 
of the edible craze. Kenneth Brown discusses novel ways to 
grow vegetables vertically; Sydney Park Brown will cover the 
numerous ways people can grow vegetables without having 
to dig up their backyards; and Nan Chase explores designing 
with ornamental edibles. Moderator Cathy Wilkinson Barash 
introduces some of the best blooms for gardeners and cooks 
alike. Moderator and Panelist: Cathy Wilkinson Barash, Free-
lance. Panelists: Kenneth Brown, www.gardening-enjoyed.com; 
Sydney Park Brown, University of Florida Extension; and Nan 
Chase, freelance writer.
 
4:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.  Coffee Break
 
4:30 p.m. – 5:15 p.m.  Concurrent Sessions

Punch Up Your Photos With Lightroom
Do your digital photos look dull and lifeless straight out of 
the camera, regardless of how good your camera technique 
is? Did you know you could make them pop, print better on 
a four-color press or desktop inkjet, and stand out among the 
sea of images in the garden blogosphere with just a handful 
of tweaks in Adobe Lightroom? Come along for a quick dem-
onstration of basic tools to quickly and efficiently enhance 
your photos before you let them out the door. Lightroom 
adjustments are no substitute for good lighting, exposure 
and composition. However, a little post-processing will im-
prove most digital photos. Presenter: Mark Turner, Turner 
Photographics. 

Intermediate Word Press Skills for Online Publishing
This presentation will help members currently using Word-
Press on their own hosting (that is, they are NOT using Word-
Press.com) get the most from little-known or under-utilized 
features of WordPress. Topics covered include improved 
security, better use of image handling features, tips on tweak-
ing the theme, and rudimentary search engine optimization. 
Attendees will be presumed to already know how to write 
and publish a post and install plugins. Presenter: Kathy Purdy, 
ColdClimateGardening.com.

Those Little Old Ladies in Tennis Shoes: 
Texas’ Horticultural Heroines

Throughout the early part of the 20th century, a network of 
explorers and researchers made unique impacts on America’s 
horticultural legacy. Many of their illustrated field guides and 
gardening columns are no longer in print, but their historical 
value remains active due to their quests to inform the public 
based on firsthand research. This is a look at the lives and 
works of key women and their accomplishments. The sto-
ries of Ellen Dorothy Schulz Quillin, Caroline Dormon, Eula 
Whitehouse, Nancy Ranson Richey and more will be explored 
throughout this session of Texas heroines. Presenter: Elizabeth 
Cernota Clark, Texas State University, School of Journalism 
and Mass Communication.
 
6:00 p.m.- 9:00 p.m.   GWA Awards Reception and 
 Banquet at Union Station
Union Station is a perfect setting for the 2010 Garden Media 
Awards presentation and Honors Ceremony. Join us for an 

evening of networking, friendship, and celebration as we 
congratulate and honor our colleagues.
 
9:00 p.m.- 10:30 p.m.  Awards Green Room
 
9:00 p.m.  Karaoke Party at Hotel
Sponsored by Natural Industries

 

tueSday, Sept. 14
Optional Bus Tours* with Box Lunches
    *Limited Availability

option 1: oak cliff priVate garden tour
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Tour a series of individualistic gardens in Oak Cliff, a cur-
rent lifestyle hotspot south of the Trinity River. It’s a cyclist’ 
Mecca, where shopkeepers give discounts if you pedal rather 
than drive, and where community gardens, local food and a 
simpler life thrive. You’ll see landscapes inspired by Bali, with 
a meditation hut and the wafting essence of incense, and St. 
Tropez, complete with steep hillsides and blowsy hortensias. 
There’s also a series of simple, serene, low-care Modernist 
sites, designed by a young landscape architect who’s already 
racking up national awards.
 

option 2:  fort Worth garden tour
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Just 30 minutes away, Fort Worth is truly where the West 
begins. We will start our day at the Fort Worth Botanic Gar-
den, the oldest in Texas. The early design centered around a 
rose garden patterned after the long vistas at Versailles. The 
rose garden is now listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places. Over the years, expansions brought a Japanese garden, 
a popular stop in spring for cherry blossoms and in fall for 
the brilliant foliage of large Japanese maples, and the Texas 
Native Forest Boardwalk, a thousand-foot-long structure that 
elevates the visitor as much as 10 feet off the forest floor. After 
lunch in the pavilion overlooking the vast park, we’ll visit 
three private gardens that illustrate the landscaping diversity 
of the region. English formal gardens, dry-stacked stone walls 
and dramatic vistas created in the 1930s is first, followed 
by two newer properties whose grounds are designed and 
planted with the natural Texas landscape and problematic 
soil and climate in mind.

program SubJect to change. 
For the latest information on the GWA  
Annual Symposium or to register on-

line, visit the website. 
www.gardenwriters.org
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New Members
Welcome to the following new members who 
joined the association in May and June 2010.

Ginger  Aarons-Garrison
Time Travel Tours
P.O. Box 4427
Wilsonville, OR 97070
(O) 503.454.0897
(H) 503.454.0897
(F) 877.787.7807
info@timetraveltours.com
www.timetraveltours.com

Joan Andersen
Munsinger Clemens Botanical
   Society
5533 Brooks Circle
South Haven, MN 55382
(H) 320.236.7997
lakesidegirl@hotmail.com

Lisa Aquizap
Fiacre Design, LLC
28 Ironworks Rd.
Concord, NH 03301
(O) 603.219.9557
(H) 603.226.2447
lisa@fiacredesign.com
fiacredesign.com
fiacresfriends

Sarah Bader
Lavender at Stonegate
22615 SW Ulsky Rd.
West Linn, OR 97068
(O) 503.638.5218
(H) 503.734.9966
sarahb@lavenderatstonegate.com

Kathy Bahr
Garden Associates LLC
290 Carter Notch Rd.
Jackson, NH 03846
(O) 603.383.6724 
kb@gardenassociates.com
gardenassociates.com

Jerry Baker
13123 White Violet Dr.
Naples, FL 34119
(O) 239.595.6521
(H) 239.513.6993
americasfavoritegardener@gmail.com

Nancy Baker
Gardens by Nancy
60 Dogwood Ln.
Trumbull, CT 06611
(O) 203.375.7011
(H) 203.375.7011
(F) 203.375.7011
NBaker01@msn.com

Gail Barton
Flowerpress
5201 West Gate Hills Dr.
Meridian, MS 39307

(O) 601.483.3588
(H) 601.483.3588
lgbarton@gmail.com
www.yardflower.com

Sylvia  Bernstein
2060 Norwood Ave.
Boulder, CO 80304
(O) 303.720.6604
(H) 303.417.9903
slywoman@gmail.com
aquaponicgardening.wordpress.com

Patricia Boudier
Peaceful Valley Farm & Garden
   Supply
P.O. Box 2209
125 Clydesdale Ct.
Grass Valley, CA 95945
(O) 530.272.4769
(H) 530.477.2549
(F) 530.272.4794
pattie@groworganic.com
groworganic.com

Wendy Brister
Harrisburg Area Community 
   College
38 New Bridgeville Rd.
Wrightsville, PA 17368
(O) 717.676.1940
(H) 717.246.0574
wbrister5@gmail.com

Mary Beth  Burner
a new leaf 
1205 Grace St.
Birmingham, AL 35209
(O) 205.790.0198
(H) 205.790.0198
(F) 205.672.2630
mbburner@mac.com

Anne Marie Chaker
The Wall Street Journal
608 Gist Ave.
Silver Spring, MD 20910
(O) 202.862.9251
(H) 301.585.3115
anne-marie.chaker@wsj.com

Katie Cook
26 Westhampton Ct.
Stafford, VA 22554
(O) 540.657.5361
(H) 540.657.5361
ktcook99@yahoo.com
www.gottagarden.blogspot.com

Carol Cowan
Zebra Promotions Inc.
575 Avenue Rd., #902
Toronto, ON M4V 2K2 
Canada
(O) 416.929.1066

(H) 416.929.1066
zebra@passport.ca

Lauralyn Feetham
Edmonds Community College
P.O. Box 443
Bothell, WA 98041
(H) 206.354.0782
lauralyn@scn.org

John Forti
Strawberry Banke Museum
P.O. Box 300
Portsmouth, NH 03802
(O) 603.433.1108 
jforti@strawberrybanke.org
www.strawberrybanke.org

Karolyn Fournier
6 Michelle Ct.
Kitchener, ON N2N 3K8
Canada
(O) 519.745.0200
(H) 519.579.8285
karolyn@colourparadise.com
colourparadise.com

Karen Fox
Bay Meadow Productions
4014 Bayshore Rd.
Cape May, NJ 08204
(O) 215.643.4847
(H) 609.884.2993
kwesselfox@aol.com

Galen Fultz
Avant Garden
2 Magnolia Ave., Ste. A
San Anselmo, CA 94960
(O) 415.454.0667
(H) 415.370.2737
(F) 415.259.4033
avantgardeninc@yahoo.com
www.avantgardeninc.com
www.examiner.com/x-36300-
   North-Bay-Gardening--Examiner

Donna Gorrell
Munsinger Clemens Botanical 
   Society
406 Riverside Dr. SE
Saint Cloud, MN 56304
(H) 320.252.8834
dgorrell@stcloudstate.edu

Amy Grisak
Endless Endeavors, Inc. 
2809 Wells Fargo Dr. 
Great Falls, MT 59404
(O) 406.750.1700
(H) 406.750.1700
agrisak@yahoo.com
www.amygrisak.com
www.livinginseason.typepad.com

Joene Hendry
16 Sanford’s Bridge Rd.
East Haddam, CT 06423
(O) 860.873.2477
(H) 860.873.2477
joenemh@comcast.net
www.joenesgarden.com

Scott Hokunson
Blue Heron Landscape Design
16 Copper Hill Rd.
Granby, CT 06035
(O) 860.735.6064
(H) 860.653.2961
scott@blueheronlandscapes.com
www.blueheronlandscapes.com
bhld.wordpress.com

Nancy Hugo
11208 Gwathmey Church Rd.
Ashland, VA 23005
(O) 804.798.6364
(H) 804.798.6364
nancyhugo@comcast.net

Lisa Hutchurson
Brand/Cool Marketing & 
   Tesselaar Plants
25 Peak Hill Dr.
Rochester, NY 14625
(O) 585.737.4240
(H) 585.737.4240
lisa.hutchurson@brandcool.com
brandcool.com
youreasygarden.com

Wendy Kiang-Spray
708 Cabin John Pkwy.
Rockville, MD 20852
(O) 301.928.9501
(H) 301.251.5689
wkspray@gmail.com
www.greenishthumb.net

Lindsay Knapp
246 Woodford St.
Portland, ME 04103
(O) 207.775.0777
(H) 207.775.0777
lindsay@designtosite.com
designtosite.com
commonsteward.org

Nona Koivula
407 S. 6th Ave
St. Charles, IL 60174
(O) 630.584.1684
(H) 630.584.1684
nonakoivula@sbcglobal.net
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Nancy  Kuhajda
309 Siegmund St.
Joliet, IL 60433
(O) 815.723.9664
(H) 815.723.9664
gardnr2gardnr@aol.com

Karen Lamarre
7 Glendale Dr.
Dudley, MA 01571
(O) 508.344.2814
(H) 508.949.0233
KarenL25@verizon.net

Marietta Loehrlein
Western Illinois Univ.
1 University Circle
Macomb, IL 61455
(O) 309.298.1089
(H) 309.833.1195
(F) 309.298.2280
MM-Loehrlein@wiu.edu
sustainablelandscaping.us
sustainablelandscaping.us

William Martin
Edible Gardens
P.O. Box 6411
Santa Barbara, CA 93160
(O) 805.964.5805
(H) 805.964.5805
wizdmkeepr@aol.com
www.ediblegardens.com

Adriana Martinez
417 West 23rd St.
Long Beach, CA 90806
(O) 562.716.8575
(H) 562.716.8575
adriana0804@hotmail.com
www.anarchyinthegarden.
   com

Bill McDorman
Int’l Seed Saving Institute
P.O. Box 596
Cornville, AZ 86325
(O) 928.649.3315
(H) 928.300.7989
belle@seedsave.org
seedsave.org
seedsave.org/wordpress/

Linda McNair
Surf City Growers
1975 Cox Rd.
Aptos, CA 95003
(O) 831.245.7444
(H) 408.702.2088
linda@surfcitygrowers.com
www.surfcitygrowers.com
www.myfirstorganics.com/
   ecofare

Jean McWeeney
411 S. Sparta St.
Ruston, LA 71270
(H) 318.255.9175
jmcweeney@suddenlink.net
www.thenaturalgardencoach.
   com
www.diggrowcompostblog.
   com

Jeff Morey
Brantwood Publications

2430 Estancia Blvd.
Clearwater, FL 33761
(O) 727.724.0020
(H) 727.724.0020
meghan@igcconnection.com
www.nurseryretailer.com

Melody Moser
4961 Winterbury Dr.
Mays Landing, NJ 08330
(O) 609.703.0462
(H) 609.703.0462
MMoser586@aol.com
www.journeysnearandfar.com
www.journeysnearand
   farblog.com

Charles Needle
Charles Needle Photography
6401 Lake Wash. Blvd. NE
Kirkland, WA 98033
(O) 425.968.2884
(H) cell: 770.630.0453
charles@charlesneedlephoto.
   com
www.charlesneedlephoto.com

Cindy Owings
P.O. Box 377
McAllister, MT 59740
(O) 406.682.5024
(H) 406.682.5024
petunias@3rivers.net
petuniagirl.blogspot.com

Betsy Price
The News Journal
950 West Basin Rd.
New Castle, DE 19720
(O) 302.324.2884
(H) 302.261.6720
(F) 302.324.2884
beprice@delawareonline.com
www.delawareonline.com

Priscilla Purinton
129 Queens River Dr.
West Kingston, RI 02892
(O) 401.688.0678
(H) 401.782.8154
ppurinton@gmail.com
ThePrivateGardener.
   blogspot.com

Greg  Rabourn
P.O. Box 13362
Burton, WA 98013
(O) 206.463.0558
(H) 206.463.0558
greg.rabourn@gmail.com

Sarah Reichard
Univ. of Washington 
Botanic Gardens
Box 354115
Seattle, WA 98195
(O) 206.616.5020
(H) 206.782.7899
reichard@uw.edu

Kelli Rodda
GIE Media
1608 Canyon Creek Dr. E.
Azle, TX 76020
(O) 817.675.2387
(H) 817.238.0909

krodda@gie.net
www.NMProMagazine.com

Katie Rotella
Ball Horticultural Co.
740 Lexington Ave.
St. Charles, IL 60174
(O) 630.588.3296
(H) 630.377.2024
krotella@ballhort.com

Arlena Schott
Garden Wise Living TV
N39486 Witt Hill Rd.
Whitehall, WI 54773
(O) 715.985.3963
(H) 715.985.3963
tailormd@triwest.net
www,arlenagwise.com

Marsha Sinon Cohen
2523 Maple St.
Franklin Park, IL 60131 
mcohensi@triton.edu

Sonja Smith
14935 Citation Ct.
Morgan Hill, CA 95037
(O) 408.605.3397 
sjgardening@gmail.com

Rita Spangler
117 S 300th Pl.
Redondo, WA 98003
(O) 206.335.7717
(H) 253.946.5641
spangler51@msn.com

Carol Ullerich
3130 Cairo Rd.
Paducah, KY 42001
(O) 270.442.8165
(H) 270.442.8165
(F) 270.575.7032
kentina@copper.net

Jennifer Walton
Lake Simcoe South 
   Master Gardeners
21 Anchor Ct.
Holland Landing, ON L9N1G1
Canada
(O) 905.868.9679
(H) 905.868.9679
charles.walton@sympatico.ca

Doreen Wynja
Eye of the Lady, Inc.
410 Third St.
McMinnville, OR 97128
(O) 503.816.0942
(H) 503.472.9243
wynja@onlinemac.com
www.eyeofthelady.com

Catherine Zimmerman
The Meadow Project
10211 Lorain Ave.
Silver Spring, MD 20901
(O) 301.717.6802
(H) 301.754.1414
info@themeadowproject.com
themeadowproject.com

Jeanette Zipf
Mt. Cuba Center
P.O. Box 3570
Greenville, DE 19807
(O) 302.239.4244
(F) 302.239.5366
jzipf@mtcubacenter.org
www.mtcubacenter.org

allied memberS

A.E. McKenzie Co.
Britt Lawson
1000 Parker Blvd.
Brandon, MB R7A 6E1
Canada
(O) 204.571.7500
(F) 204.728.8671
brittl@mckenzieseeds.com
www.mckenzieseeds.com

Briggs Nursery
Karen Kemp-Docksteader
P.O. Box 658
Elma, WA 98541
(O) 800.444.1515
(H) 661.910.2403
(F) 360.482.1203
karen@briggsnursery.com
www.briggsnursery.com

David Austin Roses
Sally Ferguson
427 Old Otis Rd.
Danby, VT 05739
(O) 802.293.2800 
sally@fergusoncaras.com
www.davidaustinroses.
   com/american

Gerten Greenhouses
Scott Fischer
5500 Blaine Ave.
Inver Grove Hts, MN 55076
(O) 651.239.1385
(F) 651.450.2272
sfischer@gertens.com
www.gertens.com

Mt. Cuba Center
Peggy Anne Montgomery
P.O. Box 3570
Greenville, DE 19807
(O) 302.239.4244
(H) 302.239.5366
pmontgomery@
   mtcubacenter.org
www.mtcubacenter.org

The Growers Exchange
Briscoe White
11110 Sandy Fields Rd.
Charles City, VA 23030
(O) 888.829.6201
(H) 804.651.6469
(F) 804-829-5620
bwhite@thegrowers-exchange.
   com
www.thegrowers-exchange.
   com/
theexchange.thegrowers-
   exchange.com/blog/

Waterrounds
Tom Shappie
P.O. Box 110
Murriella, CA 92564
(O) 866.992.3999
(F) 951.253.9212
tshappie@waterrounds.com
www.waterrounds.com
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the first 18 hours that it was online! This amazed 
me, because the only promotion I did for the show, 
was through my Facebook and Twitter accounts, 12 
hours before going live. When I returned home to Los 
Angeles, I was compelled to continue producing more 
live shows because I did not want to throw away this 
audience!

With the free, streaming video platform provided 
by LiveStream.com and a bounty of story ideas, I was 
encouraged that the “Garden World Report” had 
moved from the realm of dream to reality. That said, 
I gave up on streaming the show live after the third 
show, three weeks later.

I want to share with you what I have learned 
to be the strengths and weaknesses of streaming 
video platforms, LiveStream in particular. Although 
streaming video was not the right fit for my show, it 
may be suitable for other types of programs. There are 
positive and negative elements that you should know 
about to evaluate if this is a tool you want to use as a 
garden communicator.  

What doeS liVeStream.com offer?
I selected the four main features offered by LiveStream.
com that enticed me to try streaming video: “Free 
Hosted Channel,” “Live, Linear and On Demand 

Broadcasting,” “Embeddable Player to Any Site,” and 
“Use Any Camera Including Your Web Camera to 
Broadcast Live,” and offer my opinion about them.

Claim: Free hosted channel page
Response:  LiveStream will provide you with a free 
channel (as is common with other video sharing 
platforms such as YouTube, Vimeo, and the like). You 
can upgrade to a paid subscription that costs $350 
per month to remove all the ads on the site and those 
inserted in the video player as pre-, mid- and post-roll 
commercials.

Claim: Livestream offers a range of options for delivery 
of your live, linear and on-demand video broadcasts. 
Response: Yes, with LiveStream you have the option 
to use their easy-to-navigate studio to create a live 
broadcast that can be recorded for future, On Demand 
play. LiveStream also offers an Auto Pilot feature 
so that you can program the video player on your 
free channel to loop select recorded videos for 24/7 
programming. I like these options.

My main beef is with the quality of the live, 
broadcast stream, and it is the reason I abandoned 
the live show format. If you do not have a FAST 
Internet connection and at least 700 Kbps or higher 
upstream bandwidth to stream in high quality, forget 

Working the Web continued from page 1
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about using this platform for streaming video. Even 
at the 700 Kbps rate, I experienced horrible lagging 
and delay problems. I experienced this problem from 
my very first show and it was nerve-wracking and 
unacceptable to me.

If you are interested in trying your hand at live 
streaming, make sure your computer is hardwired 
to the Internet. Wi-Fi will not provide enough relay 
support for you to enjoy a smooth, live broadcast. I 
even had problems with lagging when I was connected 
directly to high speed internet lines! The lagging 
created a frustrating viewer experience and I became 
discouraged with all the streaming “hiccups.”

Claim: Embed your LiveStream player in any 
website
Response:  The LiveStream video player offers embed 
codes that are compatible with many websites and 
blogs that do not restrict embeddable players to 
YouTube only players. This is an important feature, as 
part of the success of a video broadcast is to distribute 
it to as many sites as possible. I added a video player to 
my blog, “Eden Makers,” where I enjoy much traffic. 
If you opt for a free channel on LiveStream, make sure 
to embed a player in your website or blog.

Claim: Use any camera or webcam to connect your 
computer to broadcast your live show. Support for 
Firewire, USB and video input cards.
Response:  One of the most useful features LiveStream 
offers is that you don’t need a video camera to create 
your streaming video show. You can tape directly 
from a computer camera. This is perfect if you don’t 
own a video camera and want to start broadcasting 
immediately from your desk. The trade-off is that you 
have to stay close to your computer screen and the 
camera framing may be tight if more than one person 
is in front of the camera. The substandard streaming 
rate made this plus factor a wash for me.

You also have the option of connecting a video 
camera to your computer via Firewire or USB port 
that will give you more flexibility. The biggest 
problem I found with this setup is that this creates 
an even greater lagging problem. I finally came to the 
conclusion that unless I have the resources of CNN, 
quality, live streaming is not an option for me, yet.

Presently, I use the LiveStream video player to host 
my pre-recorded and edited shows, not as a streaming 
video platform. This will change soon as well as I am 
launching a new, upgraded show site that will utilize 
a cutting-edge video player. The LiveStream player 
itself, when compared to other video players is not the 
most desirable for a variety of reasons. 

concluSion about Streaming Video
The idea of being able to launch a free, streaming video 
channel within minutes is very attractive to the would-

be video producer. Live broadcasting does not need to 
be edited. The LiveStream Studio is relatively easy to 
learn to use and you can broadcast your message from 
anywhere in the world using a laptop camera.  These 
are all true claims, albeit only the positive ones.

I’ve researched other platforms that offer free 
streaming video channels, including UStream.tv,  
Stickam.com and Justin.tv, and found that they all suffer 
from streaming problems. The only shows that run 
smoothly are from major television broadcasters or 
simple, web cam shows that run under two minutes. 
After the first couple of minutes, the dragging begins. 

I started this article crediting streaming video for 
changing my career and then admitted abandoning 
streaming video for taped garden shows. The reason 
that I am grateful for my disappointing experience 
with streaming video is that it forced me to consider 
producing the “Garden World Report” as a taped and 
edited show. These were skills that I didn’t have at the 
time, but was able to master in my highly motivated 
state.

If you want to produce a free, live, one- or two-
minute broadcast, streaming video might be a suitable 
medium for you. As long as the platform is free, you 
have nothing to lose but time. I still plan to incorporate 
a LiveStream player on my new show site, but only as 
a secondary player to deliver an occasional, short, live 
message.

Los Angeles-based Shirley Bovshow is a nationally recognized gar-
den designer, garden television host and new garden media producer. 
Her weekly, online garden entertainment show, “Garden World 
Report,” has been hailed as the way forward in presenting targeted 
gardening programs to an online audience and must-see garden 
TV. Shirley recently launched a multiple garden video series for 
the web including “Garden Center TV,” “Garden Authority TV,” 
“Say it in Botanical Latin,” “Multiply Your Plants,” and “Garden 
Angels,” all of which can be seen on the “Garden World Report” 
site. Shirley is a contributing blogger to Garden Design magazine, 
Burpee Home Gardens, Garden Designer’s Roundtable and 
is known as “Eden Maker” on the web. 
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Allied News
eVent honorS garden enthuSiaSt and
celebrateS the beauty of gardening
Proven Winners celebrated the beginning of spring with 
the annual “Spring Work Party” on Apr. 18 in Vancou-
ver, Canada. In partnership with QM/FM Radio, the 
garden was named in memory of Marjorie Ashdown, 
a dedicated local garden enthusiast who had originally 
maintained the garden as a place of beauty for her com-
munity. The event was attended by hundreds of local 
residents as well as the local Sparks group of young girls 
who assisted with planting Proven Winners flowers. 
The focus of the event was to honor and educate local 
children on the beauty and benefits of gardening. View 
photos at www.QMFM.com and go to the Mike & Tara 
in the Morning page. You can also follow Tara McGuire 
on 103.5 QM/FM’s Facebook page as she works with 
Proven Winners to makeover a community garden.

organic control WinS aWardS 
Plant Pro-Tec Deer & Rabbit Re-
pellent was recently awarded a 
pair of home-and-garden indus-
try accolades: (1) the Hardware 
Retailing Retailers’ Choice Award 
as one of the most innovative 
items displayed at the 2010 
National Hardware Show, and 
(2) earned a 94 percent approval 
rating after being tested by 
members of the National Home 
Gardening Club of America.

Each year, the Hardware Retailing Retailers’ Choice 
panel of home improvement retailers selects 30-40 
products out of the thousands on display at the Na-
tional Hardware Show to receive the Retailer’s Choice 
award. The panelists select recipients based on criteria 
including uniqueness of product, designs, packaging 
and merchandising, as well as strong sales potential. 

The National Home Gardening Club Seal is 
awarded to products tested and recommended by the 
members of the National Home Gardening Club. Plant 
Pro-Tec Deer & Rabbit Repellent received an overall 
member rating of 8.4, with 10 being the highest rating 
possible. (www.OrganicControl.com)

national children & youth 
garden SympoSium planned
The American Horticultural Society’s 18th annual Na-
tional Children & Youth Garden Symposium will unite 
children’s gardening advocates and leading youth 
experts from around the country for three days of 
education and discourse focused on engaging today’s 
young people in gardening. “The Vitality of Gardens: 
Energizing the Learning Environment” will take place 
July 22-24 at the Westin Pasadena, Pasadena, Calif. 

Three exceptional keynote speakers will highlight 
the 2010 symposium with their presentations. Alice 
Waters is a chef, author and proprietor of Chez Pa-
nisse Restaurant in Berkeley, Calif. She also founded 
the Edible Schoolyard – a one-acre garden and kitchen 
classroom at Berkeley’s Martin Luther King Jr. Middle 
School.  High School junior and co-founder of Project 
Sprout, Sam Levin, will talk about the impact this 
student-run garden on the grounds of Monument High 
School in Barrington, Mass., is making on students and 
the community. And, as the closing keynote, Roger 
Swain will discuss the way that gardening as children 
can influence the rest of our lives. Swain was once the 
host of PBS’s “The Victory Garden” and was the co-host 
of HGTV’s “People, Places, and Plants.”   

On July 21, participants will get a special, behind-
the-scenes look at a famous Pasadena New Year’s 
tradition, the Tournament of Roses®. (http://www.ahs.
org/youth_gardening/national_youth_garden_symposium.
htm or 703.768.5700 ext. 137)

hoW to repurpoSe your garden StorieS
Ideas to repurpose the content you are already creating:
• Podcast: Simply record your next public speaking 
opportunity. Follow-up with sources you already inter-
viewed for a print story. Conduct a second interview to 
gain additional details and record it as a podcast (see 
how Business Week uses this idea: www.businessweek.com/
mediacenter/podcasts/cover_stories/current.html)  
• Autoresponder course: Consider republishing “how-
to” articles as part of an e-mail autoresponder course.  
For example, a gardener can sign-up on your website, 
and then receive a different how-to gardening article (via 
e-mail) every day, for a week. (http://www.aweber.com/)
• Ebook:  If you post an interesting story to your blog 
every week, after 52 weeks, you can easily have a 
complete book finished. Instead of printing it, make 
it an ebook available for download on your website. 
Not only will it drive traffic to your site, it makes a nice 
reward to give your long-time readers. Once you’ve 
created your ebook, find it on Problogger (www.problog-
ger.net/archives/2009/12/03/72000-in-e-books-in-a-week-8-
lessons-i-learned/).

Information: Ryan McGrath at Proven Winners 
ColorChoice (ryan@springmeadownursery.com).
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publicize your Work at the 2010 gWa SympoSium
The GWA book fair is an opportunity for members to display their works to other members for book and product 
reviews. Each participating author who registers is entitled to one-half of a 3’ x 6’ table space to display his/her 
work. The registration fee is only $25* to cover the table setup. The book fair will be open during all exhibit hours. 
Space is limited, so book fair participants will be accepted on a first-come, first-served basis.

book fair Space reSerVation form          Submission Deadline:  Aug. 20, 2010

r   I wish to reserve one-half of a 3’ x 6’ table for the 2010 Book Fair at the 61st GWA Annual Symposium on Sept. 
10-13, at the Grand Hyatt Downtown, Dallas, Texas

Name: __________________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________________
City: _________________________ State/Province: ____________________ Zip: _________ Country: ______________
Telephone: (    )____________________________   E-mail: ________________________________

Check enclosed or credit card payment:   r MC  r VISA             r AmEx  Amount: $25
Card # ____________________________________ Expiration Date: __________ Signature: ______________________

Please Note:  Authors participating in the book fair must be GWA members and will be individually responsible for the 
transportation, setup, removal and return of their books. Book fair materials should not be left unattended at any 
time during the exhibit and should be removed from the exhibit area at the close of the exhibit on Sept. 11.

To reserve a Book Fair space, complete and return the reservation form to:
GWA Book Fair, 10210 Leatherleaf Ct., Manassas, VA 20111 or fax to 703.257.0213

*Extra charge for Internet and/or electrical hook-ups not included in this fee.

gWa annual SympoSium
headquarterS hotel
Sept. 10-13, 2010

This year’s symposium will be held at The 
Hyatt Regency Dallas (300 Reunion Blvd., 

Dallas, Texas). This Hyatt is a Four-Diamond, 
award-winning hotel. It features guest rooms 
and suites with luxurious bedding, wireless 
Internet ($9.95 per day) and video on demand 
TV. For information about the Hyatt and book-
ing, visit  www.dallasregency.hyatt.com  

To make a hotel reservation at the Hyatt for 
the GWA Symposium call: 214.651.1234.   Men-
tion Garden Writers Association for Discounted 
Room Rate: $145.00 USD - single/double

Reserve your room online today at 
https://resweb.passkey.com/go/

GardenWriters2010

Hotel Cut-off Date: Aug. 20, 2010

The Nation’s Premier 
Garden 

Communicators 
are Waiting........

....To see your new products for 2011
at the

Garden Products Exhibition
62nd Annual Symposium &

September 10-11, 2010
Dallas, TX

66% SOLD OUT!
If you haven’t reserved your booth, call 

JC at 703.257.1032
www.gardenwriters.org
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memberS’ lateSt publicationS

Love Albrecht Howard, 
So You Want to Be a Garden 
Designer: How to Get Start-
ed, Grow, and Thrive in the 
Landscape Design Business, 
Timber Press, 424 pages, 20-
page color insert, hardcover, 
$29.95. Available now. Every 
day talented and passionate 
gardeners wonder how to 
turn gardening into a career. 
Albrecht Howard turns that 
dream into a reality by provid-
ing the practical, step-by-step 
information every budding 
designer needs to develop a 

thriving garden design business.

Stephanie Cohen and 
Jennifer Benner, The 
Nonstop Garden: A Step-
by-Step Guide to Smart 
Plant Choices and Four-
Season Designs, Timber 
Press, 248 pages, full 
color throughout, pa-
perback, $19.95. Avail-
able now. The Nonstop 
Garden gives gardeners 
everything they need to 
create a productive, beau-
tiful garden from scratch. 
This easy-to-use guide is 

split into four sections: the nuts and bolts of designing a mixed 
garden, the garden’s main attractions, the garden’s supporting 
cast, and finishing touches. Included are 10 fail-safe design 
plans that can be incorporated into any garden.

J a n e t  L o u g h r e y, 
Saratoga in Bloom: 
150 Years of Glorious 
Gardens, Down East, 
176 pages, 250 color 
photos, hardcover, 
$35.00. Available now. 
Loughrey takes read-
ers on a colorful tour 
of public and private 
gardens in the famous 
resort town of Saratoga 

Springs (N.Y.) that once rivaled Newport as the nation’s 
“social capital.” Famous for its mineral springs, horse rac-
ing, arts and Victorian architecture, Saratoga also has a long 
association with flowers and gardens. With a unique blend 
of history, local culture and personal stories, this richly il-
lustrated volume will appeal to those who love the Spa City, 
or anyone who wishes to visit.

Kerry Ann Mendez, The 
Ultimate Flower Garden-
er’s Top Ten Lists: 70 Gar-
den-Transforming Lists, 
Money Saving Shortcuts, 
Design Tips & Smart Plant 
Picks for Zones 3, 4 and 5, 
self published, 260 pag-
es, 51 color photographs, 
$21.95. Available now at 
www.pyours.com. The Ul-
timate Flower Gardener’s Top 
Ten Lists features 70 garden-
transforming theme lists 
and strategies for growing 

gorgeous, low-maintenance gardens in Zones 3, 4 and 5; hun-
dreds of powerhouse perennials, flowering shrubs and annu-
als; proven design tips for a range of conditions; a monthly 
garden calendar; organic practices; an insider’s tips on saving 
money; pest patrol tips; and garden care shortcuts.
 

Allan Pollok-Mor-
ris (photographer), 
S i r  Roy Strong 
(foreword), Tim 
Richardson (essay, 
“Field Notes”) , 
Close: Landscape De-
sign and Land Art in 
Scotland, Northfield 
Editions, $49.99. 
Available now.  The 
second edition of this 
highly acclaimed 

book for the exhibition “Close: A journey in Scotland,” in 
the Chicago Botanic Garden to Sept. 26th, documents the 
work of over 30 designers and land artists including Andy 
Goldsworthy, Charles Jencks, Ian Hamilton Finlay, Antony 
Gormley, Anish Kapoor, Alec Finlay, Arabella Lennox-Boyd, 
Jinny Blom, Penelope Hobhouse, Andy Sturgeon, James Al-
exander Sinclair, Gerald Laing, and Xa Tollemache. The book 
includes portraits of and written contributions by many of 
the artists and designers.



27Number 3, June 2010

Delilah Smittle and 
Sheri Ann Richerson, 
The Complete Idiot’s 
Guide to Year-Round 
Gardening, Alpha, 336 
pages, $19.95. Available 
now. Whether it’s onions 
in the summer, lettuce in 
the winter, or orchids any 
time, this book covers ev-
ery step of the process of 
both outdoor and indoor 
gardening. From seeds, 
soil, compost, equipment 
and fertilizers to all types 

of covers and greenhouses, and even gardening and harvest-
ing in root cellars during winter, this guide is a must-have for 
any dedicated gardener.

Nan Sterman with co-au-
thors Mary Irish, Judith 
Philips and Joe Lamp’l, 
Water-wise Plants for The 
Southwest, Cool Springs 
Press, 240 pages, $19.95. 
Available now. Water-
Wise Plants for the Southwest 
is a must-have resource for 
any Southwest gardener 
facing water shortages. It 
is filled with expert advice 
from proven low-water 
gardeners, and includes 
everything from using 
tried-and-true low-water 
use plants in the land-
scape, efficient watering 

and cultivation tips from planting to maturity, to new water-
wise cultivars and species. Also included is an extensive refer-
ence guide with listings of botanical and water conservation 
demonstration gardens, educational opportunities, irriga-
tion suppliers, technical support, websites and professional 
organizations.

hoW do i get my book liSted here?
It’s simple! Just send detailed information on the book 

or calendar that you authored, edited or acted as 
main photographer, to Editor Carol Ledbetter (GWA, 
10210 Leatherleaf Court, Manassas, VA 20111; editor@ 
gardenwriters.org.) Of course, high-quality renditions 
of your cover are welcome. Either send the book or 
calendar itself, its cover or a disk containing a high-
resolution TIFF copy of the cover, or e-mail the TIFF 
file to the address above.
 If you have any questions, please e-mail Carol or 
call her at 703.257.1032.

gWa member requeSt
author’S coalition SurVey

The Garden Writers Association works with 23 other 
author groups as part of the Author’s Coalition to 

distribute non-title-specific royalties from photocopies 
made outside the U.S. Funds received from the Coali-
tion support free legal advice and other services to 
GWA members.

We ask that all GWA members update their 
Author’s Coalition survey information. GWA needs 
a 60% response to maintain its funding.

As a reminder, the survey includes: • works pub-
lished at any time; • all genres, not just gardening-
related topics; • print and electronic works for which 
you have held copyrights – ever; • self-published 
works (including author-subsidized works) if, at 
least 1,000 copies were sold, copies were distributed 
outside the U.S., and the work is reasonably capable 
of being photocopied outside the U.S.

NOTE: Please do not check more than one genre 
for one published work (article, book, photo, graph-
ics, etc.). If a work appear in both electronic and print 
formats, please check both boxes.

The information in the survey form goes only 
to the organization(s) you identify at the bottom 
of the form. No information is sent to the Author’s 
Coalition. Please complete the survey by visiting the 
following link:

http://www.authorscoalition.org/survey.php

If you have any questions, please contact Jenni-
fer at the GWA office (703.257.1032 or membership@
gardenwriters.org).

green thumb challenge 2010
The Green Thumb Challenge aims to connect children 

with nature and the healthy benefits of gardening 
as part of a nationwide movement to get kids growing. 
Green Education Foundation, the sponsoring organiza-
tion, provides participants with beginner-friendly re-
sources to plant gardens of any size, as well as fun activi-
ties and standards-based lessons linking the classroom 
to the garden. Whether sowing seeds during one class 
period, planting bulbs in one afternoon or planning an 
outdoor garden that comes back year after year, teachers 
and students can be part of this exciting event.

Participants receive a coupon for $10 off a $50 pur-
chase at Lowe’s, and the opportunity to receive a $5,000 
grant in recognition of their garden project. More than 
$10,000 in prizes have already been awarded to Green 
Thumb Challenge participants, courtesy of program 
sponsors. (www.greeneducationfoundation.org)
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Seeley Conference, Cornell University, Ithaca, N.Y. The 
theme for this 25th annual conference is “Floriculture’s 
Environmental Footprint: An Inconvenient Truth or 
Consumer Opportunity?” (www.hort.cornell.edu/seeley-
conference/)

June 27-30
Garden Centers of America Summer Tour, Disney’s 
Contemporary Hotel, Orlando, Fla. (www.gardencen-
tersof america.org)

July 10-13
OFA Short Course, Greater Columbus Convention Cen-
ter, Columbus, Ohio (www.ofa.org)

July 10-11
American Nursery & Landscape Association (ANLA) 
Annual Meeting, Columbus Convention Center, Colum-
bus, Ohio (www.anla.org)

July 16
Woody Plant Conference, Scott Arboretum of Swarth-
more College. Co-sponsored by Chanticleer, Longwood 
Gardens, The Morris Arboretum of Swarthmore College 
and Tyler Arboretum. (www.woodyplantconference.org)

July 18-24
28th Perennial Plant Symposium and Trade Show, 
Doubletree Hotel Lloyd Center, Portland, Ore. The sym-
posium includes lectures, workshops, tours and a trade 
show. (www.perennialplant.org; 614.771.8431)

July 22-24
The American Horticultural Society’s 18th annual 
National Children & Youth Garden Symposium, Wes-
tin Pasadena Hotel, Pasadena, Calif. (www.ahs.org/
youth_gardening/national_youth_garden_symposium.htm; 
703.768.5700 ext. 137)

July 22-25
International Floriculture Expo (for-
merly The Super Floral Show), Miami 
Beach Convention Center, Miami Beach, 
Fla. (FloriExpo.com)

auguSt 3-5
PANTS - The Penn Atlantic Nursery 
Trade Show, Greater Philadelphia Expo 
Center, Oaks, Pa. (www.pantshow.com)

auguSt 26-28
The 2010 Farwest Show, produced by 
the Oregon Association of Nurseries in 
Portland, Ore., kicks off with nursery 
tours on Aug. 23-24. The trade show 
and seminars run Aug. 26-28. In ad-
dition to the New Varieties Showcase, 
seminars of interest to garden writers 
include “Living Walls;” “Size Mat-
ters: Great Plants for Small Spaces” 
(Cole Burrell); “Natives for Vertical 
Spaces;” and “Elements of Sustainable 
Landscape Design.”  (www.farwestshow.
com to register; Contact Ann Murphy 
(503.682.5089 or amurphy@oan.org)

September 8-11
2010 Home Garden Seed Association Summer Confer-
ence and Trials, Geneva, N.Y. Tours will include the 
USDA Plant Genetic Resources Unit, Michael Ma-
zourek’s organic vegetable trials at Cornell University, 
tours of other university and industry  trial grounds and 
round table discussions. (www.ezfromseed.org)

September 10-13
Garden Writers Association Annual Symposium, Grand 
Hyatt Downtown, Dallas, Texas (Watch for information 
on Facebook, Twitter and www.garden writers.org)


