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Keeping Afloat in Stormy Economic Seas
edit on Herb Gardening for Dummies. Of course, I
accepted, and remembering that they had used my
photography for the previous project, got a contract
for doing the photography, too. Thankfully, they are
happy to accept slides, so my more than 70,000
images can earn their keep.
It’s also interesting
to see how publishers
are dealing with the
changing economy —
besides eliminating
magazines and
cutting down on titles.
Another editor from
my past — this time
at Cool Springs Press
— e-mailed me about
writing weekly garden
columns that they
are syndicating to a
Ton Stam in his chocolate store.
national newspaper
distributor. And it’s another opportunity for using my
photography — slides and digital.
During our morning two-mile walk, my friend
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By Cathy Wilkinson Barash
I recently finished what I considered to be a plum
freelance job — working with Rosalind Creasy on
her Edible Landscaping book that is out now. The
job entailed spending a good part of nearly four and
a half years in California with fabulous perks like
living at Ros’ house (set in a magnificent and everchanging edible landscape), eating fresh from the
garden, and escaping the highs and lows of Iowa
summers, winters and floods. Because of that job
(neither Ros nor I had any idea it would last so long),
I had not made many new contacts nor had I been
seeking out new freelance opportunities.
So, last winter, as I was reading about the
economy and increasing unemployment, I realized
I was not counted among those unemployed; no
freelancer is. I did have a regular bimonthly stint
with Gardening How-To magazine, but no speaking
engagements (no new books to publicize). But
that was not enough to keep my cats in food and
litter. I let friends know that I was looking for work,
and updated my profile on LinkedIn. I was open to
anything — I even gave a few cooking classes.
Serendipitously, an editor I had worked with
five years ago e-mailed to offer me the technical
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The Annual Symposium Committee is accepting
presentation proposals from speakers for the
2011 symposium to be held Aug. 26-29, in
Indianapolis, Ind. The committee will select
presenters based on: (1) core competency topics;
(2) interval between last topic presentation;
(3) theme/panel possibilities; (4) symposium
relevance; and (5) speaker qualification (including
professional experience and recommendations).
All proposals must be submitted by
the party who will be speaking.
Visit Final Call for Presentations to submit
your proposal.
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Ton Stam was talking about his growing chocolate
business; he was about to sign on two more
franchises. He needed a handbook for franchisees
that would explain, step-by-step, what they needed
to do to get their franchise up and running. He knew
I needed work and asked if I thought I could do that.
Why not, as long as he could give me ample input
— and free chocolate? Pleased with the way this
project is going, Ton has other handbooks he wants
me to do.
And, while wrapping up a few details for Ros’
book with Sylvia Martin, our conversation led to
the challenges of cataloging digital photos, with the
upshot that I could ID plants in Sylvia’s images and
keyword them for her. After a trip to Birmingham to
work with Sylvia and her tech support guy to learn
the Expression Media program, I came home with
her external drive and enough digital images to keep
me out of trouble for a good while.
Sylvia and I discussed the various opportunities
for freelancers. Although she continues to do some
assignment work, she is branching out as well. Her
most recent project was doing head shots of the
employees of a new lawn firm in town. Once I finish
keywording, she will be looking for venues for her
library of images.
Ellen Zachos told me, “My gardening income
hasn’t dropped at all during the last two years; in
fact, I regularly turn clients away. Which must say
something about how people want gardens, but don’t
want to figure out how to do them themselves, or
don’t have time, or can’t be bothered to read all the
wonderful books and articles and blog posts we’re
all writing. At any rate, it’s work I love, it allows me to
practice what I preach (on paper and at the lectern),
and it gives me a chance to experiment with lots
of plants in a wide variety of locations — excellent
research for future books, articles and blog posts.”
Dency Kane is branching out into equine
photography. She recently traveled to Lexington, Ky.,
for an intensive course on photographing horses.
She was excited by all she learned, as well as the
chance to work with a new camera lens, which
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Dency Kane photographing with her new camera lens.

allowed her to do high-speed photography with
sharp images (good for racing horses or flowers in a
breeze).
Deb Wiley spent four weeks as a freelancer for
Bloomberg News covering a product liability case
against the second-largest tire manufacturer in the
country. A jury awarded millions of dollars to the
plaintiffs or their estates.
How did Deb get this gig? She said, “I was a
newspaper reporter for 20 years (11 at the Des
Moines Register in the Cedar Rapids Bureau) before
becoming the garden editor for Midwest Living
magazine. Bloomberg, who was looking for someone
to cover the story, found me after talking with former
colleagues.”
Dawn Hummel e-mailed, “Personally, for a year,
I have been volunteering as the publicity coordinator
for the PPA, hoping to establish contacts and build a
business case for my resumé. It recently paid off. I’m
the new marketing coordinator for Kraemer’s. But, it’s
been a tough and lean couple of years to get to this
point, no doubt.”
Marilyn Rogers, formerly of Meredith Books,
is now working for the IRS. It certainly shows the
lengths folks will go to keep money coming in.
And the news from Pat Munts is that Master
Gardener magazine went under as a result of
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Washington State government budget cutbacks.
“Having also been a victim of the travel industry crash
after 9/11, I stuffed my back pocket full of options,
and since 2006, I have been the half-time small farms
coordinator for WSU extension in Spokane. I also
have a contract with our health district to develop
community gardens in the city. Three are growing
and two more are under development.”
In August, as I was wrapping up this article, I read
Judy Lowe’s post to the garden writers list serve, “I
just left The Christian Science Monitor, where I was
an editor. Every year, there’s a new downsizing and
buyout, it seems, so since my husband and I have
wanted to move back South, I took the latest one.
So, we have moved to Columbia, S.C., and what
will I be doing now that I’m not spending 12-hour
days (plus large chunks of time on weekends) in the
mostly online newspaper business? I have returned
to managing the gardening website for The Christian
Science Monitor and I am again blogging at Diggin
It (http://bit.ly/bg3PZa). I have a new book due in
January 2011. In the 11 years I was at the Monitor,
the newspaper business changed completely. About
the only thing that’s the same is that we still deal with
words. But the difference between my newspaper
experiences in the 1980s and 1990s and now is like
a different world. It will be interesting to see what
happens next — and how fast.”
For Molly Day, garden writing is a retirement
activity. “After 65, we are supposed to learn a foreign
language to make our brains grow, and I have zero
native talent to learn languages, but horticultural
Latin is what I’m using to try to stave off old brain
syndrome.”
Good for Molly, but I’ve just figured that unless I
find somebody to support me (and the kitties) in the
manner to which we should become accustomed,
there will be no retirement for many, many years. I’ll
always be a garden writer at heart.
GWA Fellow and Past President Cathy Wilkinson
Barash is constantly looking to expand her earning
horizons, yet will be happy to continue authoring and
photographing books.
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Presidents Message
The survey says . . .
thanks to all those who
attended the GWA
Dallas symposium and
took time to complete
the online evaluation
survey. Overall, the
comments were
extremely positive
and the constructive
suggestions are
appreciated and
considered carefully.
GWA strives to
improve each annual
symposium and the comments and suggestions by
symposium attendees assist the local arrangements
committee, program committee, and board of
directors in implementing change and improvement.
Overwhelmingly what attendees liked the best about
the symposium was networking with other attendees.
This continues to be an important component of the
symposium and an aspect that will continue to have
prominence in GWA activities.
There are two specific areas of concern
indicated in the survey on which I would like to
comment, hopefully to give some insight about the
complications and challenges of symposium planning
and execution. It is not as simple as it may seem.
First, there were several comments about the
additional charge for Internet access beyond the
nightly rate for the hotel room. The Internet access at
the hotel was provided by a third party and, because
of this, unfortunately GWA was not able to negotiate
a lower rate or have it included in the room rate this
year. The good news is that the contract for next
year’s symposium has been executed and Internet
access is included in the hotel room rate. GWA will
always negotiate to make the best deal possible
every year for the hotel room rate, Internet access,
parking fees and any other charges. GWA Executive

Director Bob LaGasse is a master at negotiation and
his skills always get GWA the best deal possible.
Second, although the overall rating of the food
provided at the symposium was very positive, I would
like to offer some information for your consideration.
GWA depends on sponsorship dollars to supplement
the expense for meals – the largest component of the
symposium budget. If there is a sponsor for a meal, a
specific budget amount is allotted and what is served
is dictated by the dollars available. As an illustration,
a buffet breakfast is much more costly than a platedand-served breakfast, and you would not believe the
cost of simple fare, like chips and salsa for 500 people.
The alternative is not to have the additional meal
functions, but that would increase the out-of-pocket
costs to members for attending the symposium
Spring gardening season is just a few weeks
away and I would like to request that each of you find
a way to encourage participation in Plant A Row for
the Hungry. Since PAR’s inception in 1995, more
than 14 million pounds of produce has been made
available to the hungry. The need for food is still part
of the American scene and PAR is a program that
is successful in putting fresh items on the plates of
those in need. How can you contribute to increased
participation in PAR?
A new year is just around the corner and it is
a blank slate for your use. What are your goals
for 2011? What are your aspirations? Where will
your career lead you? How will you evaluate your
success?
I hope that GWA is part of your new year in many
ways. Resources for GWA members abound and
range from regional meetings to legal assistance.
Check the GWA website for more information.
And, pencil in the date for the 2011 symposium in
Indianapolis – Aug. 26-29.
All the best for 2011.
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Garden Tours 2011 - 2012
Each year, GWA members plan garden tours around the world. Peruse some of
these exciting events planned in 2011 and 2012. For detailed information on these
excursions, visit the websites on each listing or call the contact person.

Asia
January 28 – February 9
Thailand Gardens &
Cambodia’s Angkor —
Not only will we visit some
beautiful gardens including
Queen Sirikit Botanical
Garden, but we will also enjoy
meeting the people who
make this country special.
We will be in Chiang Mai
during the Flower Festival
where sculptures of temples,
animals and even scenes
from the Ramayana are
made from flowers and paraded through the streets
of this beautiful city, often called the “Rose of the
North.” Apart from the parades, there are endless
floral displays, local handicrafts and entertainment.
While in Thailand we visit Chiang Mai, Chiang Rai,
the Golden Triangle and Bangkok. In Cambodia we
visit Siem Reap. (http://www.gardeningtours.com/
Thailand2011.htm#ixzz16ibfweb6)
April – May
Bhutan: The Land of the
Blue Poppy — Barbara Murray
and Bhutan’s Rainbow Tours
will lead you on a Himalayan
horticulture adventure. Bhutan
is a Himalayan country east
of Nepal between China and
India. You will experience
a treasure trove of native
Bhutanese plants (4,500

flowering types), plus the Tibetan Buddhist culture
in a country that has long been isolated from the
outside world. Colorful mountainside tapestries,
lush tropical river valleys and botanical gardens will
draw us eastward from the city of Paro. We will walk
under towering rhododendrons and see the iconic
cliff hugging “Tigers Nest.” Contact: Barbara Murphy
(Barbara@murrayco.com; 509.838.1916 or cell:
509.599.3827).
March 7-19, 2012
India: Old Delhi — Raj Ghat, resting place of the
Father of the Nation; Mahatma Gandhi, Monument
of Jama Masjid, Red Fort, Qutub Minar — Victory
Tower, Lotus Shaped Bahai Temple, India Gate,
Presidents Place and Parliament House; Agra — the
Taj Mahal, Agra Fort, Taj Garden; Bharatpur — the
Royal City of Fatehpur Sikri; Jaipur — Sisodia Rani
Ka Bagh Garden; Jodhpur — Mandore Garden;
Udaipur — enjoy an evening boat ride on Lake
Pichola. (donna@icangarden.com; 866.642.7120;
http://www.gardeningtours.com/India2012.htm)

Europe

2010-11 GWA
Board of Directors
Officers
President	

Secretary

Janel Leatherman
Zinnia Productions

Kirk Brown
Joanne Kostecky
Garden Design

Vice President

Debra Prinzing
Freelance
Treasurer	

Larry Hodgson
HortiCom, Inc.

Anne Marie Van Nest
Freelance

Directors
Region I

Ellen Zachos (2013 N)
Acme Plant Stuff
C.L. Fornari (2011 R)
The Garden Lady
Sabine Stezenbach (2012 R)
Town & Gardens

Region V

Melinda Myers (2013 N)
Freelance
Linda Nitchman (2012 R)
Freelance
Amy McDowell (2011 R)
Freelance

Region II

Steve Maurer (2012 N)
Nemours Museum
& Gardens		
Dan Benarcik (2012 R)
Chanticleer Foundation
Kathy Jentz (2011 R)
Washington Gardener
Region III

April 19-27, 2012
Holland: Floriade
2012 – World
Horticultural Expo
Garden Tour
including Keukenhof.
Floriade happens
only once every 10
years. Enjoy a full
day at the expo.
Enjoy Keukenhof Spring, Hortus Bulborum, Van

Past President

Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp (2013 N)
Write for You!
Christine Kelleher (2012 R)
Aris Horticultural Services
Susan Trusty (2011 R)
The Trusty Gardener
Region IV

Linda Askey (2012 N)
	New Leaves
Carol Brouwer (2012 R)
Freelance
Becky Heath (2011 R)
Brent & Becky’s Bulbs

Region VI

Keith Muraoka (2011 N)
Syndicated Columnist
Pat Munts (2012 R)
Spokesman Review
Nan Sterman (2011 R)
Plant Soup, Inc.
Region VII

Veronica Sliva (2012 N)
Sliva Communications
Donna Dawson (2011 R)
www.ICanGarden.com
Kathy Wood (2012 R)
Beyond the Garden Gate

N = National Director
R = Regional Director
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Gogh Museum, an afternoon canal cruise
in Amsterdam, Aalsmeer flower auction, Amsterdam
Botanical Gardens, and Paleis Het Loo.
(donna@icangarden.com; 866.642.7120; http://
www.gardeningtours.com/Floriade2012.htm)
Spring
Ireland: Time Travel will be offering a new “Hands
On” approach to touring in Ireland. Tour in an
organic, sustainable, tread-lightly manner in which
you can learn, give and help the Historic Houses of
Ireland with historic garden, artistic and restorative
working holidays. Time Travel’s goal is to help
facilitate these efforts through tourism by offering
tours that are small, intimate and that give back to
the Irish people. Enniscoe House will be one of the
first projects for the 2011 Season. Enniscoe House
sits in County Mayo, in Castlehill on the Lough
Conn. The Rockery in the walled garden has not
been replanted since 1840. The entire project will
consist of 3 weeks working holiday, split into one
week intervals for those wanting to participate but not
able to commit to a 3 week period. The Rockery will
be a historic garden restoration in keeping with the
original plans and architecture of the garden. This
project and its participants will be documented and
recorded with the restoration plans and archived for
future generations. (Contact: Ginger Aarons-Garrison
— www.timetraveltours.com, 503.454.0897 or
877.787.7807.
May 5–14
France: The Loire Valley and the Festival at the
Domaine de Courson (AHS Host Jane Diamantis
and tour escort Susie Orso of Special Tours). Explore

the beautiful and storied Loire Valley in northwestern
France in springtime. This exclusive tour will provide entrée to some of the finest privately owned
historic châteaus and gardens, including Château
de Cheverny, Château de Chenonceau, and the
inspirational ornamental potager at Villandry. For the
grand finale, we will enjoy the international “Journées
des Plantes” festival at the Domaine de Courson,
south of Paris. (http://ahs.org/events/travel_study.htm)
May 21-30
France & England: — In Paris we will visit
the Versailles Palace and gardens. Then, Monet’s
beautiful Impressionist Garden, where art comes
alive plus enjoy lunch at Hotel Baudy Rose Garden,
home of the first painters workshop in Giverny and
time to wander the lovely little village and visit the
local shops. In London, visit the totally different
style of gardens including gardens like Wisley,
Sissinghurst and Great Dixter. Two very different
cities and two very different styles, then add the
incomparable Chelsea Flower Show for a full day to
this tour. (E-mail: donna@icangarden.com or visit
http://www.gardeningtours.com/ParisChelsea2011.
htm#ixzz16iclHoI9)
May 22-31
England:
David Hobson is
accompanying a 9-day
garden tour to the
Chelsea Flower Show in
London, England. This
year, the tour includes
Paris with visits to Monet’s garden and Versailles.
More details at www.gardenhumor.com
July 2-11
England: Hampton Court & England’s Finest
Gardens — Kerry Ann Mendez, Perennially Yours,
will lead this exciting tour including Cambridge
Botanical Gardens, Punt on the River Cam, Bury St.
Edmunds, Beth Chatto Gardens, Essex Rose Tea
House, Blooms of Bressingham Gardens, Hampton
Court Palace and Flower Show, Great Dixter
page 5

and Sissinghurst. (E-mail: donna@icangarden.
com or visit http://www.gardeningtours.com/
PerenniallyYours2011.htm)
September 26–October 6
Czech Republic: Castles and Gardens of
Bohemia and Moravia (AHS host Kurt Bluemel
and tour escort Harriet Landseer of Special Tours)
— We begin this trip to the Czech Republic in the
capital city of Prague, renowned for its castles and
cathedrals. From there we will venture to the historic
and picturesque regions of Bohemia and Moravia.
Experience a wealth of gardens in styles ranging
from formal Italianate, Renaissance, and Baroque to
Neo-classical and modern—including several 20thcentury gardens created by visionary designers.
(http://ahs.org/events/travel_study.htm)

United States
August 17–21
Illinois: Gardens and Innovation — Chicagoland
and Rockford with AHS Host Katy Moss Warner.
Discover the horticultural abundance that the
Chicago area offers during this tour of the innovative
gardens that have contributed to the greening of
Chicago. Among these are the Lurie Gardens in
Chicago’s Millennium Park, the world-renowned
Chicago Botanic Garden, and Garfield Park
Conservatory. Visit several stunning private gardens in Rockford, Ill., and the trial gardens
at Ball Horticultural Company’s headquarters.
(http://ahs.org/events/travel_study.htm)
June 25-26
Michigan: Grosse Pointe — The 20th annual
“Grosse Pointe Garden Tour” will be co-sponsored
with the Grosse Pointe Garden Center and Local
Motion Green. Tour hours: 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Visit 8 private gardens throughout the Grosse Pointes,
including a “Garden Railroad”. In addition to the
private gardens, there are the “Trial Gardens” at the
Grosse Pointe War Memorial to tour. Contact: Grosse
Pointe War Memorial (313.881.7511 ext. 206).
quill & Trowel newsletter
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Working The Web

Internet Radio
By Kate Copsey
Radio was one of the first mass media and it still
draws a group of dedicated people who just love the
medium as well as a group of new people who did
not have the opportunity to be part of traditional radio.
The difference is that today, radio is broadcast across
the Internet as well as the airwaves, and in the case
of Internet radio, there are no airwaves at all.

What You Need to Get Started

An Internet radio show requires that you have highspeed access to the Internet and a phone to access
a hosting site. With just these few basics you can
create your own radio show and broadcast to the
world live! Sites also allow you to pre-record the
show and upload so that your show seems to be live,
but is edited and saved before the world hears it. The
recorded show is referred to as a podcast that can
be distributed to other hosting sites as well as your
prime host.

The Equipment

Access the host site by phone to begin your program.
Guests access the site by calling the listener number
and can then be heard by you, the host and the
audience. Most sites also allow access to a chat
session so that you can answer questions from
listeners during the program.
For a more professional setup you need to
invest in a decent microphone, headphones and
a way to record phone interviews. Microphones,
headphones and wires are easily found at your local
Radio Shack and music stores, but to record a phone
conversation, you need a way to transmit both sides
of the phone conversation into the computer where
it can be interpreted by a program such as Audacity.

I use a machine from JK Audio that works with a
phone line and microphones and allows each input to
be individually adjusted for sound levels.

Software

Audacity is a free program used to record music and
vocal sounds. The program allows you to adjust input
levels and lets you know how long you have been
talking which is important for commercial breaks.
Audacity can save the program in various forms for
you to upload to your host.

Broadcasting your Show

Traditional AM talk radio stations are in most
suburban markets, many owned by either Cumulus
Media or Clear Channel Communications. The cost
of hosting your show on these stations is in the
range of $300 per half hour and up. For this you will
get an engineer, studio and a high quality show that
is streamed across the airwaves and the Internet.
That is a hefty price tag unless you have a sponsor.
Smaller independent radio stations are much
cheaper, but will still charge a fee for broadcasting.
With traditional stations you may not own the show
that you host, so that may be an issue for you. Check
the fine print.
Purely Internet based shows are yours to use
as you choose and they can be hosted from free
sites such as BlogTalkRadio or TalkShoe or you can
choose a pay per broadcast service. These sites
differ from traditional radio by being far more listener
interactive. When a show goes out live the host
has a chat panel set up for people to ask questions
or comment on the show, as well as numbers for
listeners to call in with questions. The multitasking
with this setup is difficult at the start and does
require that you have a hands-free microphone and
communication arrangement. The sites provide
statistics so that you know how many people are
page 6

Kate Copsey’s studio setup.

listening to the show live and how many downloaded
each specific show. You do not have engineers to
produce your show on these sites, but there are
community boards and help lines for problems.
Popular shows get listed on the opening page of the
site.
A second Internet model has popped up that
charges for airtime, and, in return, they help with
distribution of your show to other podcasting sites
such as Stickam and Podcast Alley. They also claim
to help with acquiring sponsors, but to date, I have
not noticed any show with sponsors.
Any show that you start, in any of the Internet
models, will take time, probably a full year, and an
investment of your time to gain an audience. Great
content is essential, consistency is essential and
marketing the show is essential.
For my one-hour show, “America’s Home Grown
Veggie Show,” I spend at least four hours each week
recording, scheduling, editing and marketing the
show.
Continued on page 7
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Hosting A Show

Andy Schneider, “The Chicken Whisperer,” has
been hosting a show on BlogtalkRadio for about two
years. Blogtalkradio is a free access site that hosts
hundreds of programs. Starting out, he listened to
other Internet shows and assessed how many people
were listening before starting his program. He is very
conscious of the branding aspect of the show, such
as T-shirts and mugs, and sends out regular press
releases that he says will help the sponsors. He
prepares well for each show because he knows that

just one bad day will result in the loss of listeners.
The payback has been a steady audience and
sponsors are now coming to him. He targets national
companies or companies that ship nationwide, rather
than local ones, and he recommends that “you sell
yourself and be persistent.”
	Ray Bowman has been hosting the Sheep and
Goat Hour on America’s Web Radio for a year. He
makes the show work by appealing to a general
audience rather than farmers, but finding guests,
talking for a full hour and recording the show all takes
time. He does admit though to enjoying the marketing

side of the show. To find sponsors he prefers to work
from contacts who would get “more bang for their
buck” from his targeted audience.
Both Ray and Andy make full use of Twitter
and Facebook to interact with their listeners and to
promote both their show and their sponsors, and
are very aware that building the audience base is
important for the viability of the show.
Kate Copsey is a freelance garden writer and radio
host: America’s Home Grown Veggie Show on www.
americaswebradio.com.

Final Call for Presentation Proposals - 2011 Symposium

GreatGardenSpeakers.com was formed
by a group of garden writers to make it
easier for garden clubs, botanical gardens,
and other groups to find speakers for their
programs. GreatGardenSpeakers.com is the
brainchild of Amy Stewart, Debra Prinzing,
Nan Sterman, Scott Calhoun and Mary Ann
Newcomer. The site lists speakers with expertise
in gardening, landscape architecture and design,
horticulture, floral design, and ecology and
conservation. Speakers pay a small fee to be
listed on the site, but Great Garden Speakers
does not act as an agent or charge a commission.
Sign up for a free e-mail newsletter that will
provide updates on new speakers that have joined
the site, new topics or book releases, and other
updates. (info@greatgardenspeakers.com)

By Debra Prinzing
When we wrote the postsymposium evaluation
questionnaire that Dallas
GWA participants were
asked to complete, I
decided to include a few
questions about future
session topics. What do
you suppose bubbled up
to be the number one requested topic for 2011? If
you guessed “Top Plants, Best-selling Plants and
New Plant Introductions,” then you are correct! I was
totally surprised by this input.
In response, the GWA Program Committee is
planning some very special programming to introduce
hot new plants to attendees of GWA in Indianapolis.
For this category, specifically, we hope to use an
exciting new program structure, different from the
typical presentation format. Information about hot new
plants will be announced in the coming months.
If you are still considering submitting a proposal
to teach a 45-minute or 60-minute presentation in
Indianapolis, remember, the submission deadline
is Dec. 20. Here is some information to help you
develop your ideas and topics.
Based on our survey, the topics with our
members’ highest ranking include:
page 7

1. New Research/Findings in Horticulture
2. Advanced Social Media
3. Advanced Writing topics for Experienced
Writers
4. New Media, Technology Topics
(web-based or software), and
Electronic Media (TV, radio) [3-way tie]
5. Public Speaking/Lecture Tips
6.	Social Media Basics
7. Horticulture Basics
8. Writing Basics for Non-writers
Other survey data reveals that more
symposium attendees prefer single-speaker
sessions over panels. Because of this, we will
only feature single presentations or panels of two
persons in 2011.
Finally, there was a clear consensus that
participants do not want to sacrifice the quantity
of presentations (24) in lieu of fewer but lengthier
ones. The most successful presentations need to fit
into a 45-minute to 60-minute framework.
Here’s what else you can look for: An intensive,
one-day writing workshop is being planned as a
post-conference offering.
Save the date:
Tues., Aug. 30 for this workshop

quill & Trowel newsletter

No. 6

DECEMBER 2010

Executive Director’s Report
As we approach the end
of the year, we are busy
preparing for 2011. Here
are a few reminders of
year-end activities and
deadlines and a peek into
new programs we hope to
launch early next year:

• 2011 Awards Entries:

The GWA Garden Media
Awards program is a great
opportunity for peer recognition of exceptional works
created in 2010. The postmark deadline for early
entry discounts is Dec. 31. The final submission
deadline for all entries is Jan. 31. Visit the GWA
website for rules, submission forms and past awards
recipients.

if you changed from your ID# previously). Then,
visit the Members Area > Member Profile > Renew
Membership. If you forget your password, click the
“Forgot Password” option and follow the instructions.
Don’t forget to review your online member record for
any contact or other changes.

• EMIS Program: Recently, we advised members
of the availability of a new Electronic Media
Information Service (EMIS) whereby Allied Members,
NPOs and members can send product news and
announcements to all GWA members via e-mail.
EMIS protects your e-mail address; however, if
you wish to opt-out of product news, etc., click
unsubscribe only from a message from Media@
gardenwriters.org. Unsubscribing from other GWA
messages may delay membership benefit notices.

• Dues Renewals: Paper invoices have been
mailed to all members whose membership expires
in the first quarter of 2011. You may renew your
membership by mail or fax or online through the
GWA website. To renew online, login using your
e-mail as your login name and your membership
ID# as your password (or your individual password

• Webinars, Videos & More: Videos and
webinars of education and training programs on new
media and more will be a key objective for 2011. We
are starting with the January Region IV meeting.
Look for more opportunities in the coming months.
We are looking forward to another active year in 2011
and wish everyone a Happy Holiday Season and a
great New Year.

Robert C. LaGasse
Executive Director

Helping Us Grow

• Call for Presentations: The Final Call for

Presentations for the 2011 GWA Symposium is
on pages 1 and 7 of this Q&T. The symposium is
an excellent opportunity to share new talents and
experiences that will help advance the professional
practice of gardening communications. The Program
Committee is seeking original, non-commercial
program content in three subject categories and
would like to accommodate member survey requests
for more individual presenters and fewer panels. That
means we need presentation proposals targeting
current issues relevant to our diversified members’
interests. The deadline for presentation submissions
is Dec. 20.

• Younger Household Attitudes: The GWA
Foundation will soon report on gardening attitudes of
younger (under 40) households across the country.
Look for a late January announcement.

Three New Members
Kylee Baumle

Two New Members
Patty Craft
Charlotte Germane
Janel Leatherman
Sharon Lovejoy
Cliff Sharples
Laura Schaub
Veronica Sliva
Jimmy Turner
One New Member
Bill Adams
Tom Alexander
Jenny Andrews
Jennifer Bartley
Allison Beck
Marianne Binetti
Kirk Brown
C. Colston Burrell

Karen Bussolini
Scott Calhoun
Steven Chamblee
Stephanie Cohen
Cherie Colburn
Tina Cooper
Denise Cowie
Mike Darcy
Donna Dawson
Gloria Day
Stewart Dempsey
Huck DeVenzio
Tara Dillard
Steve Dobbs
Gail Eichelberger
Barbara Emersom
Shirlee Evans
Lynn Felici-Gallant
John Fluitt
Roger Foley
C.L. Fornari
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Brienne Gluvna
Amy Goldman
Billy Goodnick
Mariana Greene
David Hobson
Doreen Howard
Kathy Huber
John Hunt
David Kuack
Valerie Liney
Theresa Loe
Jim Long
Jeff Lowenfels
Laura Mathews
Steve Maurer
Pat Munts
Dee Nash
Mary Ann Newcomer
Shelley Newman
Rose Marie Nichols-McGee
Linda Nitchman

Kelly D. Norris
Debra Prinzing
Pete Prown
Kathy Purdy
Rita Randolph
Debbie Roberts
Deborah Robertson
Paul Rodman
Carolyn Roof
Hollen Schemmer
Moira Sheridan
Larry Sherk
Kelly Smith
Don Staruk
Deborah Swanson
Debbie Teashon
Susan Tomlinson
Janet Valencis
Jean Ann Van Krevelen
Deb Wiley
Kathy Wood
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group to mention is the
Boys and Girls Club of
Corvallis Garden Project.
This garden was prepared
by the Torch Club and
then tended by Club
House members over
the summer. They got off
to a late start due to the
weather. By mid-July they
had their garden in. We
had only one harvest, but
ABOVE LEFT: (Shown L-R) Debbie Lauer, Aleen Haddad and Eneida Hallenberg at the
Albany Farmers Market. ABOVE RIGHT: Mid-Willamette Valley PAR provided free vegetable
donations were great! They
starts at the Albany Farmers Market.
had the most beautiful
tomato plants with so
many green tomatoes.
Next year, we will get the garden in sooner!
The second group is the OSU Student Organic
So far this year, PAR has been present at the
Garden. This garden was spearheaded by Pam
Albany and Corvallis Farmers Markets, Insights into
DeWolfe and tended by Pam and her many
Gardening, Master Gardener Plant Sale, Spring
volunteers. This garden includes individual plots for
Garden Festival and the Corvallis Community
students to grow food for themselves and others. In
Gardens. Broccoli, cilantro, lettuce and canning
addition, there was a 15 ft. x 110 ft. garden plot just
pumpkin starts were donated by Stahlbush Island
for PAR, where they planted squash, tomatoes and
Farms and seed packets were donated by Nichols
cabbage. They had weekly pickups over the summer
Nursery. Some of the leftover vegetables from the
by Linn Benton Food Share. An estimated amount of
MG plant sale were also given to PAR for distribution.
produce donated is around 1,000 lbs.
PAR has distributed over 300 broccoli/cilantro, 150
The next group represents very enthusiastic Linn
lettuce, and 150 pumpkin starts to gardeners who
County gardeners. In their first year of establishing
have pledged this season.
the Willamette Community Gardens in Albany, they
donated 2,000 lbs. of produce to donation sites in
Linn County. Their PAR garden was 15 – 4 ft. x 10 ft.
PAR currently is a committee of 37 enthusiastic
rows.
Master Gardeners representing both Linn and
The last group comes from North Albany Middle
Benton Counties. We currently have pledges from
School hands-on elective science class. The kids
235 gardeners. Those who pledge are asked to
grow plants in the greenhouse during the school
report their donation (type and pounds) and donation
year for restoration sites and also for a plant sale at
location back to me via e-mail willamettevalleypar@
the end of the school year. In addition, they planted
gmail.com). On average I get reports from 10% of
corn in the courtyard over the summer and thought it
the gardeners who have pledged to report.
would be great for the kids to donate the produce to
the PAR program. They invited me out to the school
to talk about the PAR program and the hunger needs
our community. We harvested the corn — 85 ears of
There are four groups of gardeners that have gone
corn were donated to a soup kitchen in Linn County.
beyond “Planting a Row” for the Hungry. The first

PAR Activity in Oregon
By Maureen Puettman
The Mid-Willamette Valley Plant a Row (PAR) for the
Hungry has kicked off a third growing season with
overwhelming enthusiasm from Master Gardeners,
home gardeners and community garden activists
in Linn and Benton Counties. A preliminary figure
for 2010 shows 4,500 pounds of produce donated
through the program (this figure does not include the
Master Gardener demonstration garden at Starker
Arts Park or the SAGE garden). Last year’s PAR
donation total was 730 pounds.

Who We Are

Worth Noting

Jen Myers and Maureen Puettmann at the Spring
Garden Festival.
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Regional Meetings
The following regional meeting are scheduled for 2011. Additional information will be posted
online at www.gardenwriters.org and in future issues of the Quill & Trowel newsletter.

Region 1

Region 4

Region 5

Thurs., February 3 — 11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
New England Grows! Boston Convention &
Exhibition Center, Rm 252 East

Thurs., January 20 — 12:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Tropical Plant Industry Exhibition
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida

Sat., March 5
Chicago Flower & Garden Show, Navy Pier
Chicago, Illinois

Registration fee: $35/person
(GWA member/spouse);
$45/person (non-member)

Registration fee: $39/pp
(GWA member/spouse)
$59/pp non-members

Enjoy the trade show and attend NE Grows
educational seminars in the morning. (Note:
Registration to New England Grows is FREE after
you register for the GWA meeting. Once you sign up
for this meeting, you will receive a code that allows
you to register for the trade show and seminars
without charge.) A box lunch will be provided by Plant
& Product News.
Betty Mackey will present “Is Print on Demand
Right For You and Your Book?” at 1:00 p.m. If you’re
thinking about publishing a book independently,
consider the pros and cons of print-on-demand
technology (POD). POD and ultra-short-run books
take some of the time, cost and risk out of publishing.
However, this mode is not right for everything or
everyone.
Sponsored by donations from: Gardener’s
Supply Company (www.gardeners.com); Coast of
Maine (www.coastofmaine.com); Johnny’s Seeds
(www.johnnyseeds.com); Pride’s Corner Farms
(www.pridescorner.com); and GreenCure Solutions
(www.greencure.net).
Contact: C.L. Fornari (clfornari@yahoo.com;
508.428.5895)

Expand your online communication and tropical plant
knowledge. Stop at the registration desk starting at
9:00 a.m. to pick up your badge (good for TPIE and
the regional meeting) to explore all the show has to
offer. Your TPIE badge is good for show admittance
all three days of the show.
Enjoy two sessions on “Video Communication.”
Chris Beytes, editor & publisher at Ball Publishing
will talk about business aspects and strategies
surrounding video for gardening communications.
Erin Best, president of The Market Place, will give
a nuts and bolts demonstration and product recaps
of how to create and upload videos to enhance your
garden communications.
Come see what buyers say are the coolest
products at TPIE. Robert Hendrickson of The
Garden Center Group will facilitate this session that
will showcase the top 15 cool plants and products
voted for the previous day.
Enjoy an optional event on Friday at 8:00 a.m.
for a self-guided tour of the Fairchild Tropical Botanic
Garden in Coral Gables. (www.fairchildgarden.org)
Contact: Jennifer Nelis, Florida Nursery, Growers
& Landscape Association (jnelis@fngla.org)

Registration by Feb. 4: $35/person
GWA member/spouse, $45 non-member
Registration Feb. 5-18: $45/person
GWA member/spouse, $55/ non-member
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Region V members will gather on opening day of the
Chicago Flower & Garden Show. Enjoy two hours to
see and photograph more than 30 inspiring display
gardens before they open to the public.
Registration includes fascinating speakers,
breakfast, lunch, networking opportunities, a regional
business meeting with great door prizes, and free
parking at the Pier. The 2011 Chicago Flower &
Garden Show is our meeting sponsor.
• Lurie Garden Director Jennifer Davit’s presentation
will focus on a combination of plants that shines yearround in the Lurie. Piet Oudolf created the perennial
planting design for this five-acre urban oasis within
Chicago’s Millennium Park.
• Adam Schwerner, director of Natural Resources
for the Chicago Park District, will highlight the Floral
Garden program he uses to engage and amuse
park visitors throughout the city that has become
renowned for its gardens.
• Author Doreen Howard, will help bring our book
ideas to fruition with her presentation, “Straight Talk:
Continued on page 11
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continued

How to Sell, Write & Market a Book.” She will cover
the all-important book proposal, what editors look for,
the writing process and, finally, marketing the book.
• Katie Rotella of Ball Horticulture will show off some
of the company’s new plant introductions for 2011
and 2012.
• A guided tour above the show floor with Daniel
Stober, FGS creative director, will wrap up our
programming.
Contact Linda Nitchman (618.288.5297 or
paradisegardener@hotmail.com). Visit www.
chicagoflower.com for information about the Chicago
Flower & Garden Show.

Job Listing
Mt. Cuba Center in Greenville, Del., will launch a new
Distance Learning Program in the spring of 2011.
In support of that program, the following part-time
positions will be available in January 2011:
Content Management Specialist —
responsible for assisting with the production and
development of distance learning programs, including
creating production schedules, writing scripts,
creating horticultural content through multimedia
production, posting of content within the on-demand
delivery system, and the production of e-learning
products. .
Multimedia Intern — responsible for
assisting in the production and development of
distance learning programs, including running
equipment in the multimedia lab, creating content
through multimedia production, maintenance of ondemand delivery systems, and the production of
e-learning products. 	
Inquiries and applications to:
jobs@mtcubacenter.org

By Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp
Like many cities and towns in the 1970s and ‘80s,
Indianapolis suffered from a dead downtown.
Naptown was the familiar phrase. The kickoff
of its rebirth was literally sports initiatives: the
National Sports Festival in 1981, and the Pan
American Games in 1987, only the second time this
international event was held in the United States.
City leaders had decided to change the focus of
Indiana-no-place to Indiana-show-place. The games
were the realization of the city’s goal to build on its
reputation as the Auto Racing Capital of the World
by becoming the Amateur Sports Capital of the
World, as well. The Indianapolis Colts arrived and
the championship Indiana Pacers went from the ABA
to the NBA. These efforts fostered unprecedented
public and private partnerships, where government
and corporations worked together to develop the city,
from office buildings to sports facilities.
This cooperative environment garners
Indianapolis the reputation as a can-do community,
even today.
As the state
capital with
about 800,000
residents,
Indianapolis
is the 14th
largest city
in the United
States. The
population of
the metro area
is about
1.7 million.
As
part of this
Circle Centre Arts Garden connects
resurgence,
four quadrants of downtown to the mall,
local
several hotels and walkways.
page 11

businesses and
government officials
shifted their gaze to
downtown and began
knocking down buildings
in the hopes of developing
a new Indianapolis. The
economic setbacks in the
1980s left huge craters
throughout downtown for nearly 10 years. The mall
was to be developed by Simon Property Group,
the country’s largest shopping center developer,
which has its headquarters in Indianapolis. The site
incorporated the Wholesale District of the city.
The city and the developer entered into an
agreement to get the mall built, and as plans
progressed, proponents of historic landmarks
sought to save as much of the original commercial
character of the area as possible. After several frank
discussions,
the developers
and historic
preservationists
agreed to salvage
the facades
from the original
structures and
incorporate the
iconic L.S. Ayres
& Company.
The combination
of old and new
became Circle
Centre mall, an
award winning
shopping district Vajen/Nordstrom: The 1872-Vajen
Exchange Block façade houses the
that opened in
November 1995. Nordstrom Grill, which is adjacent to
the department store.
Nine historic

Photo byJo Ellen Meyers Sharp

Regional Meetings

What’s Old Is New Again in
Indianapolis’ Downtown Resurgence

Photo courtesy Indianapolis Convention & Visitors Bureau.

Continued from page 10

Continued on page 12
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Photo byJo Ellen Meyers Sharp

Continued from page 11

The Rost Jewelry
Company built its
headquarters in 1887
and remodeled it in
1947 and 1948 to
the current Art Deco
design. It is home
to Ike & Izzy’s, an
upscale grill named
for Harry Roth and Izzy
Rosen, two founders
of the world famous
St. Elmo Steak House,
which is nearby. © Jo
Ellen Meyers Sharp

Photo byJo Ellen Meyers Sharp

The 1872-Griffith Block building was installed between two
modern Circle Centre mall facades along U.S. 40, almost
directly across from its original location.

facades were carefully dismantled, stored and
repaired as needed, then reattached as the skin
for Circle Centre mall. A tenth façade, the Vajen
Exchange Block, built in 1872, was salvaged from
another downtown demolition project by Historic
Landmarks and installed as part of the mall.
Just as critical was the incorporation of the 1905
Ayres building, a downtown landmark because of the
“Ayres clock” at the corner of America’s Crossroads
(U.S. 40 and U.S. 31), a favorite meeting place. At
the opening of the mall, Parisian department store
occupied the Ayres building, which now houses

Carson Pirie Scott. Nordstrom anchors the south end
of the mall, which has about 200 shops, restaurants
and movie theaters. Inside, the aisles are wide and
lined with storefronts, benches and lighting that give
a streetscape feel. In all, 19 historic buildings remain
and 14 buildings were demolished in the construction
of the four-story mall.
“The design of the new structure does not
compete with the historic fabric that is retained
in the old,” said Reid Williamson, then director of
Historic Landmarks Foundation of Indiana, who
was one of those who fretted vocally about the
century-old original facades. Circle Centre is a
successful example of how to “meld the old and the
new for a good balance of design,” Williamson said.
Williamson’s comments appeared in Urban Solutions,
Issue 1, published shortly after Circle Centre opened
by Ehrenkrantz Eckstut & Kuhn Architects. It received
the 1997 Certificate of Merit for Innovative Design
for Circle Centre from the International Council of
Shopping Centers. The city’s beautification efforts
garnered it the America in Bloom 2003 Award in the
500,000 to one million population category.
The city also has a vibrant cultural community as
home of the historic Indiana Repertory Theatre, the
Eiteljorg Museum of American Indians and Western
Art, the Indianapolis Zoo and White River Gardens,
all within walking distance of downtown. A few miles
away is the Indianapolis Museum of Art, more than
150 acres of gardens, including Oldfields, a restored
American Country Estate, and the newly opened Art
and Nature Park, one of the host institutions for the
upcoming GWA symposium.
Unlike many downtowns, Indianapolis comes
alive after dark — especially near the Hyatt, site of
the 2011 symposium. The city center has more than
200 restaurants and clubs, live music and shows,
most within walking distance to the hotel. For more
information about Indianapolis downtown, please visit
the Garden Writers Indy 2011 website.
As John Holl wrote in his New York Times travel
article: “Indianapolis: No longer Indiana No Place,
the city’s thriving cultural scene mixes with Hoosier
hospitality and charm.”
page 12

Reminder
Check your member listing
for the 2011 Directory.
Visit http://www.gardenwriters.org under
the Members Area tab and Manage Profile
to make any needed changes.
Username = e-mail address
Password = member ID or updated selection
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Photographers Corner
Digital Images That Sell
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slide from my
film file might be
labeled simply
Strawberry Tristar.
For digital buyers,
a more detailed
label produces a
greater likelihood
of a sale, since
digital buyers hate
to be presented
with too big a
selection to view.
Therefore, they
are more likely
to be much more
specific in their
This digital image appeared as a cover
search, and in
on Nouveau magazine. Note the careful
the case of Tristar selection of vegetables to create a strong
color contrasts. My caption reads: Vegetable
strawberry a
harvest, summer vegetables with tomatoes
more appropriate and squash and model. Model release on file.
label might be:
Tristar day-neutral
red strawberry/
strawberries on the vine with flowers and fruit. (I
generally include both singular and plural in a digital
image caption because many searches will not pick
up a singular designation and vice versa.)

Photo by Derek Fell

I was recently reminded by Ethne Clarke, editor
of Organic Gardening, how much the market for
garden photography has changed from when we first
started out as garden writers; how the glory days are
gone, changed forever by digital photography and
access to millions of inexpensive (often free) stock
images on the Internet at the click of a mouse. The
market mushroomed in the 1970s after the Gallup
organization deemed gardening America’s most
popular pastime, and books were churned out by
leading publishers like Time-Life Books, Readers
Digest Books, Sunset Books, Ortho Books, Better
Homes and Gardens, Encyclopedia Britannica,
Taylor’s Encyclopedia and others. Slide film images
were shipped daily by Federal Express nationwide,
even to England, Canada and Australia to satisfy this
insatiable thirst for good garden images.
I no longer shoot film. Even calendar companies
– the last holdouts – prefer digital images, and my
main calendar account has announced it will be
100% digital by 2012. It will also cut its photo sources
down from a high of 600 photographers in 2009 to
300 by 2012 for cost savings and efficiency.
I have learned that with digital images, many
buyers want highly saturated color and little subtlety,
especially strong contrasts between subject and
background. I take much greater care now to select
plant specimens for seed packet illustration that
show almost an exaggerated color, for example,
always steaming sweet corn (especially the yellows
and bicolored kind) to obtain the richest color. For
calendars, jigsaw puzzles and gift packages, I find
that vibrant patterns sell — especially flowers, fruits
and vegetables on a flat plane and a horizontal

format. A Hong Kong jigsaw manufacturer recently
purchased a close-up panorama of ornamental
gourds, evenly lit in diffused light with the fruits
carefully selected to provide the most striking
contrasts. They also bought a similar panoramic view
of summer fruits and berries bleeding off the edges,
including red and black raspberries, yellow, red and
black cherries, blueberries, apricots, and strawberries
displayed in green quart baskets for sharp contrast. I
have sold the same image several times to different
calendar companies.
With film, I used to strive more for atmospheric
effect and subtle lighting. When shooting film, I
always erred on the side of underexposure rather
than overexposure. Not any more. For digital sales,
buyers want almost electric colors. Take a look at any
Sierra Club calendar or desk diary and you will see
what I mean.
Another
important point
about digital
photos that sell is
to label images
differently than
slides because,
in many cases,
photo researchers
will be searching
online catalogs
rather than
sending out
stock lists for
photographers
or agencies to
research and fill.
Strawberry Tristar day-neutral red strawberry/strawberries with flowers and fruit.
For example, a
Photo by Derek Fell

By Derek Fell

Derek Fell’s wall calendar, Monet’s Garden, is
published by Browntrout Publishers and is now in its
20th season. His seed packet images for Cambridge
Pacific have won packaging awards, and a new book
for Rodale, Vertical Gardening, will be released in
January.
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Regional News & Notes
Region 1
Lynn Karlin is currently showing a selection of
fine art photography at Hammertown galleries in
Rhinebeck and Pine Plains, N.Y. The “Pedestal
Series,” still-lifes of vegetables and edible plants
on pedestals capture the flavor and form of the
harvest. The show opened Nov. 13 and will run until
Jan. 31. (www.hammertown.com, HOME page)
Walt Nelson collaborates with other Cornell
University staff in offering training for New York
State’s “BeGreen” initiative (lawn care without
pesticides) Jan. 11. He will also present a
seminar titled “Planning for Ornamental Pest and
Disease Management in 2011 By Reviewing the
2010 Season” Jan. 11. These presentations
occur during the Empire State Green Industry
Conference in Rochester, N.Y. (http://www.nysta.
org/greenshow2011/attn_home.html) He will also
present several training seminars on topics relating
to turf grass Feb. 3; invasive species Feb. 10; and
pesticide safety Jan. 25 & 27 for the Cooperative
Extension Horticulture School in Rochester, N.Y.,
Jan. 20 – Feb. 17 (www.mycce.org/monroe/)
Bruce Zaretsky will present “Gardens for the
21st Century: Rain Gardens, Green Roofs and Water
Conservation and Gardens for Healing: A Designer’s
Journey” as a part of Ohio State University’s Short
Course Program at CENTS Jan. 26.
Penny O’Sullivan will give two talks at the
Rochester (N.Y.) Civic Garden Center Jan. 15. She
will speak on year-round color with trees and shrubs
and on choosing, planting and maintaining trees and

shrubs in residential landscapes.
Vincent Simeone’s upcoming lectures include:
Jan. 22, “Woody Plants for the Four Season
Garden” at the 8th Annual Gardening Show,
Valparaiso, Ind.; Jan. 26-27, “Great Landscape
Evergreens,” “Ever Changing & Exciting World of
Hydrangeas,” and “Wonders of Winter Landscape”
at the Mid Atlantic Horticulture Short Course, Virgina
Beach, Va.; Jan. 29, “Wonders of the Winter
Landscape” at Mt. Cuba Center in Hockessin, Del.
C.L. Fornari will present a talk entitled
“Guidance to Go” at New England Grows on
Feb. 2. This talk is about the pros and cons of
on-site consultation and garden coaching services.
(http://www.newenglandgrows.org)
Gordon Hayward will be lecturing on his book
Art and the Gardener Feb. 23 at McKee Botanical
Garden, Vero Beach, Fl., and Feb. 24 at The
Society of the Four Arts, Palm Beach.
Julie Moir Messervy recently presented to
the Massachusetts Master Gardeners on Weezie’s
Garden, a children’s garden that she designed for the
Massachusetts Horticultural Society. To view images
of Weezie’s and other JMMDS childrens gardens like
Hidden Hollow and the Inspiration Garden at Shore
Country Day School, go to Facebook (search for
JMMDS) or visit www.jmmds.com/landscapes.
Smithsonian Fellow Thomas Mickey has
started a blog about American gardeners’ love for
the English garden. The blog is called American
Gardening (www.americangardening.net). Today,
many gardeners call their garden style “English.” This
blog is a chance to tell others about your garden, hear
what others like about the English garden, and how,
like you, they model their own garden in that style.
—Sabine Stezenbach
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Region 2
Brookside Gardens’ “Garden of Lights” walkthrough holiday display and the Train Exhibition
began Nov. 26 and will continue until Jan. 9.
(www.brooksidegardens.org)
Derek Fell will appear at the Sanibel Public
Library, Sanibel Island, Fl., to lecture on “My Sanibel
Tropical Garden - Inspirations and Aspirations” at
10:30 a.m., Jan. 6. He will illustrate with slides
his citrus orchard, coconut grove and fruiting banana
collection located a block from Sanibel’s famous
shelling beach.
	Kirk Brown will present “Meet John Bartram:
The King’s Gardener,” Jan. 9 for members of
The Friends of The Frelinghuysen Arboretum,
Morristown, N.J.
Alan and Linda Detrick have been invited by
the Short Hills Home Garden Club to speak
at the Hartshorn Arboretum on Jan. 10. They will
also present an evening program on lighting to
the Perennial Garden Club of Washington, D.C.,
Mar. 8.
On Jan. 15, Rob Cardillo will present
“The Camera Always Lies — Adventures in
Garden Photography” at The Scott Arboretum of
Swarthmore College, Swarthmore, Pa.
	Stephanie Cohen will speak Jan. 16 at
Longwood Gardens on “The Nonstop Garden” which
is based on the book.
Chris Hansen will speak on “New Goosebump
Plants for 2011 - These Newbies Will Give You
Chills!” Jan. 23, at the Scott Arboretum, Science
Auditorium. Free and open to the public.
Continued on page 15
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Regional News & Notes continued
Dan Benarcik will speak at the Mid-Atlantic
Horticulture Short Course Jan. 26-27. He will also
speak at the Georgia Perennial Plant Association
2011 Symposium on “The Pleasure Garden” Feb. 5.
(http://plna.timberlakepublishing.com/calendar_day.
asp?date=2/9/2011&event=155)
Washington Gardener magazine will hold its
6th Annual Seed Exchange Jan. 29 at Brookside
Gardens in Wheaton, Md., and Feb. 5
at Green Spring Gardens in Alexandria, Va.
(www.washingtongardener.com or e-mail Kathy
Jentz at Wgardenermag@aol.com).
On Jan. 30, Lesley Parness will present
“Crybabies — Plants That Weep,” a 60-minute photo
review of pendulous, pendant and pendulum plants.
This presentation will be for members of The Friends
of The Frelinghuysen Arboretum, Morristown, N.J.
Betty Mackey will celebrate the 25th birthday of
her independent publishing company, B.B. Mackey
Books this winter. Betty will speak about what it takes
to do print-on-demand publishing and why it is useful
at the Feb. 3 GWA Region I meeting in Boston.
Bowman’s Hill Wildflower Preserve “Land Ethics
Symposium: Creative Approaches to Ecological
Landscaping” will be held Feb. 17 at the Sheraton
Bucks County Hotel, Langhorne, Pa. Carrie Wiles
and Claudia West will present “Natural Color,
Native Design: What is Green?” North Creek
will explore how natural ecosystems profit when
Horticulture meets Ecology. (http://www.bhwp.org/
education/Land-Ethics-Symposium.htm)
	Sharee Solow’s presentation “Stairway to
Paradise” will be considering how we get from one
place to another and why the path is so important
Mar. 10 at the UCONN Perennial Plant Conference.
Gloria Day will join Pennsylvania Gardener
Magazine on their debut in January 2011, as a
contributing writer for the Main State Feature. She

will also be writing for State-by-State Gardening
magazines, nationally. Lori Pelkowski has two
articles in the debut issue of Pennsylvania Gardener,
a new addition to the State-by-State Gardening
family of magazines scheduled for January 2011.
—Dan Benarcik

is offered to professionals in the horticulture industry.
Bobbie Schwartz will assume the presidency
of APLD (Association of Professional Landscape
Designers), on Jan. 1. She is also site chair of
the APLD International Conference for 2011 to be
held in Cleveland, June 13-17. The theme is
“Creativity.”(http://www.apld.com)

Region 3
On Jan. 23, GWA members speaking at the
15th P.L.A.N.T. Seminar at the Greater Columbus
City Center in Columbus, Ohio, include: Kirk
Brown, Denise Adams, Richard Hawke, Debra
Knapke and Kerry Mendez. They will join forces
to present “Plants and Design for the Suburban
Landscape.” (www.perennialplant.org)
The Perennial Plant Association and the
Indianapolis Museum of Art will co-sponsor the
program “Passion and Pursuit – The Search for
the Ideal Perennial” Feb. 10 at the Indianapolis
Museum of Art. Featured speakers include Richard
Hawke, Chris Hansen, Steven Still, Dan Heims,
Kirk Brown and Allen Bush. “The program fills
a void left in the gardening community when
Horticulture magazine discontinued its annual
symposiums, which drew hundreds of attendees
in Indianapolis,” said Mark Zelonis, IMA. (Contact
the PPA, ppa@perennialplant.org, or Zelonis,
317.920.2662, ext. 582, mzelonis@imamuseum.org)
On Feb. 15, Susan Martin will speak at the
Midwest Perennial Conference in Pewaukee,
Wisconsin. She will present improvements made in
perennials over the past few years and discuss the
merits of select new varieties. This invite-only event
page 15

Photo by Bob Humm

Continued from page 14

Bob Humm’s 2008 panoramic photo was used as a post card mailer
and appeared in newspaper and magazine across the state promoting
the annual Mumfest in Barberton, Ohio.

Bob Humm of Aris Horticulture is a new
member of the Barberton (Ohio) Beautification
Committee. This group is responsible for planning
and volunteering time for the annual Mumfest. Aris
Horticulture is a major sponsor of the event and
donates over 14,000 garden mums and asters for the
displays.
—Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp & Christine Kelleher

Symp Committee Hard At Work

The local organizing committee for the GWA Annual
Symposium in Indianapolis from Aug. 26–29,
continues to meet bimonthly and coordinate local
activities related to the symposium.
The garden selection subcommittee members
started visiting gardens in August so they could see

Continued on page 16
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Late winter blooming witchhazels
(Hamamelis) will
greet those who
attend Passion and
Pursuit: Searching
for the Perfect Perennial, Feb. 20 at the
Indianapolis Musuem
of Art.

Photo by Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp

Continued from page 15

them around the same time of year that we’ll will
see them in 2011. They have finalized the selection
of some gardens for the GWA tours and are still
exploring new gardens as they find out about them.
They expect to have the garden selection completed
before the end of 2010.
Although committee member Irvin Etienne says
it is too early to make specific promises, he hinted
attendees will see gardens that range in size from
small downtown postage stamps to large suburban
estates; a unique garden that has never been on a
tour before; and, a restored Jens Jensen landscape.
Attendees can expect to visit gardens on all sides of
the city and see a wide variety of plants ranging from
“tropical madness” to “placid prairie.”
Other committee members are working on
finalizing the logo and lining up local sponsors.
All GWA members are encouraged to keep up
with the local organizing committee’s activities by
“liking” us on Facebook (Garden Writers Indy 2011),
following us on Twitter (www.twitter.com/GWA2011),
and subscribing to the committee’s blog (www.
gardenwritersindy2011.info), where we will post
information about Indianapolis and the gardens we
will visit.
If any GWA members in the Indianapolis
area would like to join the local organizing
committee, please contact Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp
(hoosiergardner@sbcglobal.net).
—Carol Michel

Region 4
Region IV will gather at the Tropical Foliage
Industry Exhibition in warm Ft. Lauderdale
Jan. 20. Actually, we have full access to the show
that runs from Jan. 19-21, thanks to the generosity
of our host, FNGLA. On the afternoon of the 20th,
we’ll meet with educational sessions that will be
particularly interesting to those who want to include
video on websites, blogs and more. We even have
an invitation to Fairchild Tropical Garden on the 21st.
Yes, the tropics in January! Watch your e-mail and
the GWA website for details.
	Helen Yoest will speak Jan. 19 on “Search
Engine Optimization, Blogs, and Facebook for
the Horticultural Industry” at the Green & Growin’
Show, Greensboro, N.C., and to the JC Raulston
Arboretum, Raleigh, N.C., on creating a winter
wonderland, even in the absence of snow.
Carol Brouwer will present “Pruning Trees and
Shrubs” Jan. 19 in the Meeting Room at Clear
Lake Park; “Grow Your Own Vegetables” at the Trini
Mendenhall Sosa Community Center Jan. 20 and
at the Meeting Room in Clear Lake Park
Feb. 8 all in Houston, Texas. (http://harris-tx.tamu.
edu/hort/event/ or e-mail c-brouwer@tamu.edu)
On Feb. 5 at a symposium titled “The Pleasure
Garden,” Erica Glasener will present an illustrated
lecture “A Sense of Water.” This event takes place
at the Atlanta Botanical Garden (Ga.) Annual
Perennial Plant Symposium in partnership with the
Georgia Perennial Plant Association. (http://www.
atlantabotanicalgarden.org/events-classes/classes/
perennial-plant-symposium)
Brent Heath will be entertaining Longwood
Gardens’ Professional Gardeners Alumni Association
page 16

at an all day seminar Feb. 11. His topic will be
“BULBS: naturalizing, companions and attracting
or deterring wildlife.” Call 610.312.1576 for more
information.
On Feb. 12-18, the annual East Texas
Landscape & Garden Conference will be held at the
Tyler Rose Garden Center, Tyler, Texas, featuring
a wide range of topics of interest to homeowners
including: “Roses for the Home Landscape;” “Rose
Pruning;” “Handicapped Gardening;” “Pollinators
in the Garden;” “Urban Pest Control;” “Great and
Unusual Native Plants for East Texas Landscapes;”
and “A Close Look at the IDEA Demonstration
Garden.” (Contact Keith Hansen khansen@ag.tamu.
edu or visit the Educational Programs section at
http://EastTexasGardening.tamu.edu.
Experience spring in winter at the 24th annual
Southeastern Flower Show presented by the
Southeastern Horticultural Society Feb. 25-27 at
the Cobb Galleria Centre in suburban Northwest
Atlanta. This year’s show theme, “In Tune with
Blooms,” emphasizes the delight of music in the
garden. Throughout the day, live performances
by instrumental and vocal musicians will add an
extra dimension to the professionally-designed
Landscaped Gardens and the other five judged
divisions of the Show: Artistic Floral Design, Garden
Design, Discovery, Horticulture and Photography. As
always, enjoy garden and home-related shopping in
the show’s popular Marketplace & Bookstore, plus
informal flower arranging, gardening and cooking
demonstrations; also children’s workshops and
stimulating speakers throughout each day. (http://
sehort.org/flower_show).
Colleen Miko will be returning to home base
out of Port Orchard, Wash., after living for two years
in Arizona and Florida. Colleen will continue to do
landscape design, consulting, blogging, freelance
Continued on page 17
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writing and speaking, now while wearing a parka.
	Katie Elzer-Peters has just launched a new arm
of her garden writing business The Garden of Words
with the new Garden Writer Websites service. This
new business specifically to help garden writers with
website building and social media training (http://
www.gardenwriterwebsites.com)
—Carol Brouwer

Region 5
Lynn Steiner is busy giving talks around Minnesota
and Wisconsin. On Jan. 13, she will speak to the
St. Croix Oak Savanna Chapter of Wild Ones in
Stillwater, Minn. On Jan. 22, she will be a featured
speaker at the Garden Visions Conference in
Stevens Point, Wis.
Melinda Myers is back on the road in January.
On Jan. 15, she will lead a winter garden walk at
Boerner Botanical Gardens in Hales Corner, Wis.
This is the first in a series of four walks with the
virtual tour available at www.melindamyers.com. On
Jan. 19, she will present “Marketing on a Budget”
and “Women in Horticulture” at the Mid America
Trade Show in Chicago, Ill. On Feb 2, she will speak
to the Wisconsin Nursery Association in Pewaukee,
Wis. Then it is across the lake to Lansing, Mich., for
the Mid Michigan Women’s Expo Feb. 4. Melinda
will appear at the Maymont Flower and Garden

Show in Richmond, Va., Feb. 12-13 and at the N.J.
Flower and Garden Show in Edison, Feb. 19-20.
Luke Miller is producing the Lowe’s Creative
Ideas for Outdoor Living magazine, which is available
with a free subscription at www.lowes.com. Luke will
also create online content for Lowe’s. In his off hours,
Luke administers a Facebook fan page about trees
and landscaping. Dedicated to his late father, the
public page can be found at http://www.facebook.
com/OldsmobileTrees.
Although she’s still in Iowa, Susan Appleget
Hurst has moved from Des Moines to Winterset.
Look for her business, Applehurst (at Applehurst.
com), to open in the spring. Susan has joined
the radio program “Gardening Today,” on WHO
Newsradio 1040 with cohost Eileen Robb. WHO
1040AM is one of the largest radio stations in the
Midwest, broadcasting at 50K watts.
—Melinda Myers

Region 6
Ed Hume will speak and demonstrate on the topic
of “Spring Gardening” at this year’s Puyallup Home
and Garden Show at 2:00 p.m. Jan. 8. Then,
Jan. 26-28, Ed will be one of the featured speakers
at the Tacoma Home and Garden Show at the
Tacoma Dome in Tacoma, Wash.
Vanessa Gardner Nagel, APLD, will present

“Beyond a Healing Garden: Uniting botany, natural
medicine, and therapy in a naturopathic garden”
at the APLD Washington Chapter Symposium in
Seattle Jan. 13. On Jan. 20, Vanessa will present
a professional workshop at the Leach Botanical
Garden in Portland entitled: “The Basics of Furniture
and Fabric for Outdoor Use,” followed by a talk at
the Yard, Garden & Patio show in Portland, and then
travels back to Seattle to speak on “Designing the
Irresistible Garden: Create Your Own Using Basic
Design Principles” at the Northwest Flower and
Garden Show Feb. 25.
As part of the Snohomish County Master
Gardener Foundation lecture series, Karen
Chapman will speak on “Dynamic Plant
Combinations and Early Spring Container Garden
Design” Jan. 21 from 9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. at the
Mukilteo Presbyterian Church Social Hall, Mukilteo,
Wash. (www.GardenLectures.com). On Feb. 23
from 9:30 a.m. – 10:15 a.m., she will speak on
“Pizzazz in a Pot” during the Northwest Flower and
Garden Show, Seattle, Wash.
Marianne Binetti will be speaking every day at
2:00 p.m. at the Tacoma Home and Garden Show
that runs Jan. 26-30 at the Tacoma Dome. Her
topics will change during the five-day run of the
show and range from “Monet’s Garden” to “Eating
Your Front Yard.”  
On Feb. 11, Nan Sterman will speak about
Australian plants for the Fanatic Gardeners at the
Los Angeles Arboretum. She’s also giving two talks
at the Northwest Flower and Garden Show in Seattle,
“Cool Tools for Water Saving” at 3:45 p.m. Feb.
23, and “Drip is Hip” at 11:15 a.m. Feb. 24. (www.
PlantSoup.com)
Dr. Linda Chalker-Scott will present “Meet Your
Garden Soil: Discover the Easy Steps for Basic Soil
Continued on page 18
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Testing” at the Tacoma Home and Garden Show
Feb. 24 and “The Informed Gardener Blooms
Again: Busting Common Myths About Garden
Practices” at the Northwest Flower and Garden Show
Feb. 27. Her seminar schedule can be found at
www.theinformedgardener.com.
The Yard, Garden & Patio Show, produced by
the Oregon Association of Nurseries, kicks off
spring garden shows in the Northwest Feb. 18-20
at the Oregon Convention Center, Portland, Ore.
Amy Stewart headlines 40 hours of seminars. There
will be more garden displays and vignettes than ever
before, edible garden and Curiously Cool Plants
displays, and Cracked Pot artists return to the show
floor. (www.ygpshow.com)
Join Ginger Aarons-Garrison, CTC, of Time
Travel Feb. 18 at The Yard, Garden & Patio Show
GWA discussion panel for an informative talk on new
garden tours offered for 2011-2012 in Ireland.
Nita-Jo Rountree will speak during the
Northwest Flower and Garden Show Feb. 26 at
9:30 a.m. in the Hood Room of the Washington State
Visitors and Convention Bureau. Her presentation,
“Hydrangeas—What, How, WOW!” will illustrate how
to select, grow and design with beautiful, long-lasting
hydrangeas.
Cynthia Brian is featured in the new movie,
“Tapping the Source,” with Mariel Hemingway, Cathy
Lee Crosby, Bill Gladstone, Neale Donald Walsch,
and many other renowned leaders. (http://www.
StarstyleRadio.com)
Garden writers are invited to sign up and receive
Digger, the magazine of Oregon Association of
Nurseries, or to read Digger’s feature articles online
at www.oan.org.
Lisa Finerty’s new site, YourGardenShow.
com, is a social platform supporting conversations
of all kinds between gardeners in order to grow the
gardening footprint. The site also has reference

tools designed to create more and well-grounded
connections between community members.
—Nan Sterman

Region 7
We had a great Region VII “Connect” meeting
sponsored by Landscape Ontario at their Trade Show
Expo 2010 on Oct. 19. Thirty-five members from
southern Ontario attended and had a chance to see
the newest trends and products that will be available
to the gardening public
this garden season. Our
next regional meeting will
take place mid-March at
Canada Blooms.
Larry Sherk has
already been booked
for the 2011 talk show
circuit in January at the
Riverdale Horticultural
Society and in February
he will speak to the
Newmarket Horticultural
Society.
Yvonne Cunnington
will speak Jan. 11
on flower and garden
photography at Oakville
Seniors Camera Club.
On Jan. 16, she
will speak about her
“Adventures in Country
Gardening” at Galt
page 18

Horticultural Society’s 20th annual Dream Garden
Conference at the Grand Valley Golf and Country
Club.
A large format photography exhibition by Allan
Pollok-Morris from the book Close: Landscape
Design and Land Art in Scotland celebrating the
importance of this kind of work in international arts
and culture, will be shown Jan. 22 to June 5
at the United States Botanic Garden. The Capitol
Hill exhibition will focus on talks from plants
people and garden makers in the ‘close’ collection.
(Facebook page “Northfield Editions” and www.
northfieldeditions.com)
—Kathy Wood
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The Insider Scoop
Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp has been elected president
of the board of the Friends of Garfield Park, Inc.,
that focuses its resources on Indianapolis’ oldest city
park, one of the sites of the 2011 GWA symposium
story tours.

On Jan. 9, Bob Tanem will celebrate his 17th year of
broadcasting “Bob Tanem in the Garden.” His show is
heard on KSFO in San Francisco 7:00 a.m. to 10:00
a.m. on Sunday mornings. It is a call-in garden show.

Dr. Linda Chalker-Scott was recently named a
contributing editor to Fine Gardening Magazine
and will be writing a new column tentatively named
“What’s Wrong with my Plant?”

Billy Goodnick has been tapped by Fine Gardening
Magazine as one of eight new contributing editors.
Billy’s bi-monthly feature, tentatively titled “Design
Like A Pro,” will combine more than 30 years of
landscape architecture experience and his humorous
writing style to help readers fine-tune their design
skills. His column will premiere in spring 2011.

Christine Kelleher reported that the http://
bloomsofbressinghamplants.com website, newly
launched earlier this year, has been selected as a
winner in the national 2010 American Web Design
Awards sponsored by Graphic Design USA. Check
out the new features!

Nan Sterman was recently asked to scout Southern
California for Meredith publications, including Better
Homes and Gardens. She also has a new gig writing
monthly “to do’s” for the Home Depot website in
addition to her monthly pieces for Sungro Horticulture
and Angie’s List Magazine. Starting in January,
Nan will write a monthly gardening column for the
San Diego Union Tribune’s new home and garden
section.

Greg Speichert, an
internationally known
plant expert and longtime
GWA member, died in
November while attending
the Independent Plant
Breeders Conference
at Longwood Gardens
in Kennett Square, Pa.
Known throughout the
world as a water garden
plant specialist, the
48-year-old Greg was
director of Hilltop Gardens and Nature Center on the
Indiana University campus in Bloomington.
Greg, who received a degree in horticulture
from Purdue University, introduced more than 400
varieties of hardy and tropical water plants and
several variegated plants to the gardening industry.
At one time, he maintained the largest collection of
hardy water lilies in the United States, with more than
300 cultivars represented.
Greg was born in Texas. Until moving to
Bloomington, Ind., in 2007, he and Sue owned and
operated Crystal Palace Perennials in St. John, Ind.,
which specialized in developing water garden plants
for the wholesale trade. A founder of the American
Water Garden Society and Water Gardening
Magazine, he served as a director of the International
Water Lily and Gardening Society from 1997-2001.
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In Memoriam
“Water gardening is for the gardening impaired.
You cannot fail,” he used to say. A nationally
recognized expert in several types of plants, Greg
has conducted research on many species and
developed and introduced varieties of iris, coleus and
ornamental grasses. Greg was a popular, dynamic
and enthusiastic speaker worldwide.
When Greg was young, he “became interested
in daffodils so he joined the daffodil society,” said Tim
Wood. “Utilizing plant sales, friends, auctions and
mailorder, he acquired every species and daffodil
cultivar available. He grew them, documented them,
photographed them, studied them and took notes
on them. Once he learned everything possible about
daffodils he quit the daffodil society and then joined
the iris society and began again. This is how he lived.
“He was so genuine and honest. He was so
much more than just a plants man — even though he
was one of the most knowledgeable horticulturists I
had ever met. He was full of joy. He loved plants. He
loved learning about plants, so much so, that it was
an obsession for him. It was his life calling and he
took it very seriously. It was who he was.”
Donations may be made to the Indiana
University Foundation for the benefit of Hilltop
Gardens, to either the Hilltop General Operating
Fund (38IU02050) or the Hilltop 21st Century
Endowment Fund (37IU02052), at P.O. Box 500,
Bloomington, IN  47402.
—Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp & Tim Wood
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ALLIED NEWS
Call for Applications:
Project Orange
Thumb Garden
Grants & Makeovers

Applications are being accepted
for Fiskars’ 2011 Project Orange
Thumb® garden grants and makeovers in the U.S.
and Canada. www.fiskars.com/projectorangethumb.
Fiskars’ Project Orange Thumb provides tools,
materials and other support to help communities
reach their goals for neighborhood beautification,
community collaboration and healthy, sustainable
food sources
Fiskars is also giving groups the chance to apply
for a garden makeover in their area. Fiskars will
choose 11 recipients from the pool of grant applicants
— 10 will receive $5,000 in cash and tools, and
one lucky applicant will receive a complete garden
makeover.
Application deadline: Dec. 31

Green Heron Tools Offers
Gardening Gear for Women

For the women gardeners or
farmers in your life, Green Heron
Tools, LLC offers great gift ideas
coupled with peace of mind this
holiday season – tools, equipment,
safety gear and apparel tested and
recommended by other women for
their quality, effectiveness, fit and
comfort. Products ranging from
hand pruners to a tractor quick hitch,
hoof trimmers to a wheel hoe, and garden gloves to
safety sunglasses are available on the company’s
website. Gift certificates are also available. (www.
greenherontools.com)

New Pear Tomato Colors
for Terroir Seeds

Two new colors of gourmet pear tomatoes are
available from Terroir Seeds LLC. The Green and
the Chocolate Pear tomatoes are the same size
as the familiar Red and Yellow Pear tomatoes, but
with wonderful new colors and unexpected flavors.
(888.878.5247 or www.UnderwoodGardens.com)

Solar Panel Array
Installed at Chanticleer

At Chanticleer, green goes hand in hand with
a mission dedicated to world-class horticulture.
Chanticleer successfully installed a grid-tied array
of photovoltaic panels on its Maintenance Facility
in early June 2010. The system of 144 SunPower
panels deploys a reliable, renewable resource that
cost-effectively reduces the organization’s carbon
footprint. (www.chanticleergarden.org)

Fiskars Reinvents
Household Scissors

Rummaging through
every drawer in the
house trying to find the
right tool? Fiskars’ new
Cuts+More™ Scissors
puts the power of
multiple tools in one to help you get more done in the
home, office or garden. The Cuts+More™ includes
high-quality blades, a power notch for cutting light
rope, wire cutter, twine cutter, pointed awl tip, bottle
opener and titanium-coated knife. A bonus sheath
includes a built-in tape cutter for opening boxes and
a ceramic scissors sharpener to keep the blades
performing at their best. (www.fiskars.com)
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Orcon’s Plant
Pro-Tec Garners
Another Accolade

Hot on the heels of the
Home Gardening Club of
America seal of approval
the Deer & Rabbit Repellent won a 2010 Retailer’s
Choice Award from Hardware Retailing Magazine.
Chosen by a panel of industry retailers from
thousands of entries the winners are selected based
on innovation, uniqueness and strong sales potential.
www.organiccontrol.com

Proven Winners Partners
With Walter Gardens

Proven Winners® and Walters
Gardens, Inc., announced a new
partnership to market superior
perennial varieties under the
Proven Winners brand name.
The goal of this new partnership
is to help growers and retailers
increase sales and improve
profit margins by selling larger
quantities of their best perennials.
Proven Winners looked to Walters Gardens
as the leading wholesale perennial supplier in
North America due to their extensive hybridizing
program, strong industry contacts, and long history of
producing superior quality perennial plants. Walters
Gardens recognized Proven Winners as the leading
consumer plant brand in North America with a similar
philosophy of selecting only the best performing
plants to offer today’s consumers. As a result of
this partnership, Proven Winners is solidified as
the most comprehensive brand of exclusive plants
with superior genetics for retailers and consumers,
offering the best products for every planting need.
quill & Trowel newsletter
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Hot Off The Press
Judy Barrett,
What Makes
Heirloom Plants
So Great?:
Old-fashioned
Treasures to
Grow, Eat, and
Admire, Texas A&M
University Press, 144
pages, flexbound,
$19.95. Available
now. Barrett provides
practical information
about growing, eating
and enjoying heirloom
plants. Barrett has
favorite heirlooms in every category and stories to tell
about all of them. She covers 37 plants or groups of
plants and teaches why and how to save, store and
share all kinds of seeds from vegetables to flowers
and trees and provides a primer on self- and crosspollination.
Steve Bates, The
Seeds of Spring:
Lessons from the
Garden, Breaking
Ground Books/Create
Space, 184 pages,
$9.95 (paperback),
$5.95 (e-book).
Available now. Every
time that we set foot
in a garden, we have
an opportunity to
see the world anew.
Even the most routine
activities in the garden

can provide deep insights into happiness, loss,
love, humility, pride, death, life or some other critical
aspect of our existence. Written in the spirit of Pilgrim
at Tinker Creek and Under the Tuscan Sun, this
book explores the adventure that is the gardening
experience with passion and humor. The Seeds of
Spring will inspire the millions of people who consider
themselves gardeners as well as many others who
are curious about the pastime. This is a story about
sustainability in the environment, but also about
sustainability in people’s lives. It’s a theme that is
highly significant in today’s turbulent world.

Marina D’Abreau,
Rain Gardens:
A Manual for
Central Florida
Residents,
University of Florida
Institute of Food and
Agricultural Sciences
Hillsborough County
Extension Service
with funding from the
Florida Department
of Transportation.
Available from http://
hillsborough.ifas.ufl.
edu/HomeGardening/
HomeGardening.html.
This easy-to-read manual walks you through the
steps of identifying if a rain garden is right for you,
where to put it, how to construct it, and what plants
to use. The last few pages contain a suggested plant
palette with color photos to help make the process
easier. Based on many existing rain garden resources
from around the country, the manual contains useful
graphics ad informative tables that can be used by
page 21

anyone living in Florida. Currently, though, the plant list
only focuses on central Florida, or USDA Hardiness
Zone 9.

Greg Grant, In
Greg’s Garden:
A Pineywoods
Perspective
on Gardening,
Nature and
Family, Texas

Gardener Press,
Kindle book, $5.95. An
intimate and personal
exploration of the life
of one of Texas’s most
beloved gardeners,
In Greg’s Garden
gathers, in a single
volume, the first nine
years of Greg Grant’s
columns from Texas
Gardener magazine. Revised and updated from
their original publication, these 54 essays reveal
the heart and soul of a seventh generation native
Texan who has devoted his entire life to gardening,
nature and family. With degrees in floriculture and
horticulture from Texas A&M University and extensive
hands-on experience as a horticulturist with the
Texas Agricultural Extension Service, Stephen F.
Austin State University, Mercer Arboretum and San
Antonio Botanical Gardens, Grant has successfully
introduced dozens of plants to the Texas nursery
industry, all while maintaining long-held family
property and renovating the homes of his ancestors
in Arcadia, Texas.
Continued on page 22
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Continued from page 21

Rita Pelczar
and the
American
Horticultural
Society,
Homegrown
Harvest:
A Seasonby-Season
Guide to a
Sustainable
Kitchen
Garden,
Mitchell Beazley/
Octopus Books
USA, 300 pages, full-color photos throughout,
hardcover, $32.50. Available now. For anyone
planning to start a kitchen garden, or improve the
productivity of an existing one, this book is the
perfect resource for gardens of any size. It begins
with the basics, such as how to prepare the soil, deal
with weeds and pests using non-toxic methods, and
devise a planting scheme tailored to each gardener’s
individual tastes and goals. Concise, step-by-step
information is provided in a seasonal format, so for
each crop, gardeners can see what they should
be doing at any given time of year. It also provides
details on which vegetables, fruits and herbs are best
suited for specific climates and regions of the country,
supplemented by helpful sidebars, charts and more
than 300 color photographs and illustrations.
Lynn Steiner, Prairie-Style Gardens:
Capturing the Essence of the American
Prairie Wherever You Live, Timber Press, 304
pages, 182 color photographs, 1 map, hardcover,
$34.95. Available now. Prairie plants are practical
choices for any landscape situation that has good

drainage and full
sun, whether in
New England or the
desert Southwest.
Moreover, with
their modest water
needs, prairie
plants make a
great substitute
for water-hungry
lawns. Eminently
practical, PrairieStyle Gardens

shows you how to use prairie plants in a wide variety
of situations, from including a few prairie plants in an
existing landscape to creating a full-fledged habitat
garden. Especially useful is the author’s advice on
how to make prairie plants work in a typical urban
or suburban setting, where it isn’t easy to deviate
from the local norm. A comprehensive plant profiles
section helps you choose which plants will look best
and thrive in your particular situation. Each plant
entry includes detailed information on size, native
habitats, site requirements, hardiness, appropriate
landscape uses, care, companion plants, and
available cultivars.

2011 GWA MediA AWArds
entry deAdlines
Don’t miss this opportunity to receive the recognition
your work deserves!
Writing, Photography, Graphic Design, Magazines,
Newsletters, Catalogs, and so much more
Early Rate Deadline: Postmark Before Jan. 1, 2011
Final Deadline: Postmark By Jan. 31, 2011
Entry Form and Guidelines Available Online:

http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=awards/index.html
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New Members
Welcome to the following new members who joined the association in November and December 2010

Jenny Andrews
2012 N. Grandview Ave.
Sanford, FL 32771
(O) 407.323.0556
(H) 407.323.0556
jennya1220@gmail.com

39 California Ave.
Oak Bluffs, MA 02557
(O) 508.693.3030
(H) 914.413.0887
(F) 508.693.0102
ecosta@evangelineandco.com

Steve Bates
43364 Wintersrun Ct.
Ashburn, VA 20147
(O) 703.535.6163
(H) 703.729.5385
stevejeanbates@comcast.net
www.theseedsofspring.com
www.theseedsofspring.com/blog.php

Ruth Davies
16006 2nd St. E.
Redington Beach, FL 33708
(O) 727.399.0352
(H) 727.399.0352
sunflower1368@juno.com

George Boncheff
Boncheff Greenhouses Inc.
382 Olivewood Rd.
Toronto, ON M8Z2Z9
Canada
(O) 416.233.1800
(H) 416.233.1800
(F) 416.233.8400
boncheffgreenhouses@bellnet.ca
Charlie Cessna
Plants, Plans & Publications
312 1/2 NW 203rd St.
Shoreline, WA 98177
(O) 206.851.0026
(H) 206.851.0026
charliecessna@comcast.net
Molly Chappellet
1581 Sage Canyon Rd.
Saint Helena, CA 94574
(O) 707.963.4264
(H) 707.963.4264
artforms@fcs.net
Lynn Cohen
210 Birdie Rd.
Locust Grove, VA 22508
(O) 540.842.1560
lynncohenhort@comcast.net
Evangeline Costa
Evangeline & Co.

joel@hitt.com
www.hitt.com/nature
Jason Isenberg
Realm
219 S. Olsen Ave.
Tucson, AZ 85719
(O) 520.791.9131
(H) 520.906.5488
(F) 520.791.1935
info@realmenvironments.com
www.realmenvironments.com
http://www.realmenvironments.
com/page.cfm/blog

Charlie Dobbin
Garden Solutions
by Charlie Dobbin
34 Drumern Cres.
Richmond Hill, ON L4C 5H8
Canada
(O) 647.283.1841
(H) 905.508.3806
gardensolutions@rogers.com

Hank Jenkins
Lushland
2314 McGee Ave.
Berkeley, CA 94703
(O) 510.882.8790
(H) 510.882.8790
hank@lushlanddesign.com
www.lushlanddesign.com

Michelle Mayer Haas
140 Zion Church Rd.
Red Lion, PA 17356
(O) 215.767.9704
(H) 717.244.4798
michelle.haas@verizon.net

Brenda Johnson
229 Drees Dr.
Yankton, SD 57078
(O) 605.665.1229
(H) 605.665.1229
tbjoso@vyn.midco.net

Robin Haglund
Garden Mentors Inc.
1752 NW Market St.
Seattle, WA 98107
(O) 206.953.5032
(H) 206.781.8645
(F) 206.781.6515
robin@gardenmentors.com
gardenmentors.com
http://www.gardenhelp.org

Amanda Jungles
Raymond Jungles, Inc.
242 SW 5th St.
Miami, FL 33130
(O) 305.858.6777
(H) 786.239.8041
amanda@raymondjungles.com
www.raymondjungles.com

Joel Hitt
2685 Briarfield Way
Lawrenceville, GA 30043-2346
(O) 404.784.6346
(H) 770.932.5513
(F) 770.995.0171

Sarah Kinbar
Goodgardenideas.com
1208 E. Central Blvd. #4
Orlando, FL 32801
(O) 407.461.4368
(H) 407.461.4368
Sarahkinbar@gmail.com
Goodgardenideas.com

Rosemary Knower
Freelance, Knower Services
3925 Beech Ave., Apt. 414
Baltimore, MD 21211
(O) 410.467.1903
(H) 410.467.1903
rosemaryknower@earthlink.net
www.rosemaryknower.com
Jennifer Koester
2376 Madison Rd. E1G
Cincinnati, OH 45208
(O) 513.316.6801
(H) 513.321.1539
gardenjen70@yahoo.com
http://jennifersthegardenlife.
blogspot.com/
Wendy Komancheck
998 Daniel Dr.
Stevens, PA 17578
(O) 717.405.9873
(H) 717.721.9333
wendykomancheck@gmail.com
http://wendykomancheckswriting.
wordpress.com/
Vikram Krishnamurthy
Center for Public Horticulture
113D Townsend Hall
Newark, DE 19716
(O) 302.831.4595
(H) 302.636.9023
(F) 302.831.3651
vkrishna@udel.edu
publichorticulture.udel.edu
Laura Meyers
184 Gravel Street, Unit #18
Meriden, CT 06450
(H) 203.634.1030
l.a.meyers@snet.net
Maryanne Micillo
Classic Designs
100 N. Maple St.
N. Massapequa, NY 11758
(O) 516.410.3730
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(H) 516.797.3416
maryannmicillo@netscape.net
Cinthia Milner
28 Stonegate Trail
Leicester, NC 28748
(O) 828.275.0516
(H) 828.683.8860
alarka@att.net
Mary Jo Modica
2515 Shoal Place
Northport, AL 35473
(O) 205.792.1942
(H) 205.553.3278
mjomodica@aol.com
Nancy Peck
Garden Club Salon
8 W. Jones St.
Savannah, GA 31401
(O) 401.829.7810
(H) 401.829.7810 cell
npeck555@gmail.com
http://gardenclubsalon.
wordpress.com/
J. Rice
MasterTag
9751 U.S. Hwy. 31
Montague, MI 49437
(O) 231.894.5651
(F) 800.828.0003
jrice@mastertag.com
www.mastertag.com
Terence Roberts
109 Warwick Dr.
Wilmington, DE 19803
(O) 302.478.1132
(H) 302.478.1132
terry@terenceroberts.com
Michael Saganich
14 Brown Bear Circle
Plymouth, MA 02360
(O) 508.224,7971
(H) 508.224,7971
ceruleanprism@yahoo.com

Sharon Settlage
North Carolina State University
5520 Pine Dr.
Raleigh, NC 27606
(O) 919.417.0997
(H) 919.233.7919
sharonsettlage@gmail.com
http://botanyspeaking.
wordpress.com/
Rob Sproule
Salisbury Greenhouse
100 Tamarack Ave.
Sherwood Park, AB T8A 1L3
Canada
(O) 780.467.5743
(H) 780.467.7907
rob@salisburygreenhouse.com
salisburygreenhouse.com
Daryl Toby
AguaFina
2629 Orchard Lake Rd.
Sylvan Lake, MI 48320
(O) 248.738.0500
toby@aguafina.com
www.aguafina.com
Cappy (Capella) Tosetti
3 Vernell Ave.
Asheville, NC 28801
(O) Cell: 828.707.7203
(H) 828.254.4050
cappy@fastq.com
Joseph Tychonievich
Greensparrow Gardens
1522 Pierce Rd.
Lansing, MI 48910
(O) 517.303.0865
(H) 517.303.0865
engeizuki@gmail.com
greensparrowgardens.blogspot.
com
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Allison Wright
Valhalla Flower Farm
2360 Piiholo Rd.
Makawao, HI 96768
(O) 808.572.9312
(H) 808.572.9312
allisonwright07@aol.com
Abbie Zabar
108 East 86 St.
New York, NY 10028
(O) 212.348.0824
(H) 212.348.0824
fromabbie@gmail.com
Jennifer Zuri
308 W. Shannon St.
Elburn, IL 60119
(O) 630.659.2097
(H) 630.659.5057
jzuri@mchsi.com
aquascapeinc.wordpress.com
ALLIED
BioSafe Systems, LLC
Tammy Raymond
22 Meadow St.
East Hartford, CT 06108
(O) 860.290.8890
(F) 860.290.8802
traymond@biosafesystems.com
www.biosafesystems.com
Green Heron Tools, LLC
Liz Brensinger
6239 Schochary Rd.
New Tripoli, PA 18066
(O) 610.298.0002
(H) 610.298.0002
(F) 610.298.0002
greenherontools@gmail.com
www.greenherontools.com
greenherontools.com/ght_blog.htm
Green Heron Tools, LLC
Chris Adams
6239 Schochary Rd.
New Tripoli, PA 18066
(O) 610.298.0002
(F) 610.298.0002
cadams348@gmail.com
www.greenherontools.com

greenherontools.com/ght_blog.
htm
Hostas Direct, Inc. and
IDeal Garden Markers
Thomas Carlson
19 Mid Oaks Rd.
Roseville, MN 55113
(O) 651.204.9922
(H) cell: 651.398.8958
tomscarlson@gmail.com
Select Seeds
Marilyn Barlow
180 Stickney Hill Rd.
Union, CT 06076
(O) 860.684.9310
(H) 860.684.5655
marilyn2888@gmail.com
www.selectseeds.com
Taltree Arboretum &
Gardens
Jean Starr
71 North 500 West
Valparaiso, IN 46385
(O) 219.462.0025
jstarr@taltree.org
www.taltree.org
The Seed Keeper
Company
Kerrie Rosenthal
3511 Regent Dr.
Palatine, IL 60067
(O) 888.492.9392
(H) 847.496.7469
(F) 847.496.7469
kerrie@seedkeepercompany.
com
www.seedkeepercompany.
com
The Seed Keeper
Company
Carol Niec
3511 Regent Dr.
Palatine, IL 60067
(O) 888.492.9392
(F) 847.496.7469
carol@seedkeepercompany.
com
www.seedkeepercompany.com

Nature Hills Nursery
Green America Awards
Application Available Online

Call, GWA Honors
Nominations 2011

The 2011 Nature Hills Nursery Green America
Awards, designed to give national recognition
and $5,000 in plants to community groups and
organizations that are improving their local
environments, is now accepting applications. The
annual award, sponsored by Omaha-based Nature
Hills Nursery, will be presented in April 2011 to
nonprofit groups and organizations that are literally
“greening” their communities, parks, schools and
public spaces by planting trees, shrubs and other
plants.
Applications for the 2011 Nature Hills Nursery
Green America Awards will be accepted nationwide
until Apr. 1. Award winners will be announced on
Apr. 12.
Apply at
www.naturehills.com/green_america_awards.aspx

Members can recognize the achievements of
their peers with a 2011 Honors nomination. To
honor individuals who have made a significant
contribution to the GWA objectives, please
complete the nomination form available online.
The choices for Honors this year are as follows:

GWA 63rd
Annual Symposium

Aug. 26-29, 2011
Hyatt Regency
Indianapolis, Indiana
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• Fellow: A member in good standing who has
demonstrated exceptionally high degrees of
skill, professional ethics and dedication to GWA
objectives.
• Honorary Member: A non-member who
has contributed measurably to GWA objectives
through professional or avocational activities, but
is not otherwise qualified for GWA membership.
• Hall of Fame: Membership in the Hall of
Fame is the highest honor GWA can bestow on
a person whose life and career has materially
affected and advanced the objectives of GWA.
• The Wilfred J. Jung Distinguished Service Medal is awarded to an Allied Trade
member of the GWA who has contributed
significantly to the promotion of home gardening
and garden communications.
To preserve the status of existing honors, only one
person may be elected to the Hall of Fame, one to
Honorary Membership and up to two as Fellows
each year. Previous winners of all of these awards
are listed in the GWA Membership Directory
and on the Association’s website at http://www.
gardenwriters.org
Visit the following web page to complete
the Honors Nomination Form: http://www.
gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=awards/
nominationform.html
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Dates & Events
January 5-7

Mid-Atlantic Nursery Trade Show (MANTS),
Baltimore Convention Center, Baltimore, Md.
(http://www.mants.com)

January 9-11

National Green Centre, sponsored by the Western
Nursery & Landscape Association, will be held at
AMERICA’s Center, St. Louis, Mo. Mike Dirr will
unveil his app for the iPhone and the Sweet Melissa
Fashion Show will be held. Complimentary media
passes are available to GWA members. (www.
nationalgreencentre.org)

January 11-13

January 19-21

Mid-America Horticultural Trade Show, Navy Pier,
Chicago, Ill. Mid-Am is the Midwest’s one-stop
marketplace for green industry professionals’ needs.
Mid-Am provides buying opportunities through
hundreds of exhibits displaying the latest products
and services, career-advancing education and
relationship-building networking events.
(www.midam.org)

January 19-21

Tropical Plant Industry Exhibition (TPIE), Broward
County Convention Center, Ft. Lauderdale, Fl.
(http://www.fngla.org/TPIE/)

February 4-6

Southeastern Flower Show, Cobb Galleria Center,
Atlanta, Ga. Theme: “Discover the Beauty of Green”
(http://www.sehort.org)

February 9-10

Pennsylvania Landscape & Nursery Association Green Leadership Summit, Lacaster
Convention Center, Lancaster, Pa.
(http://plna.timberlakepublishing.com/calendar_day.
asp?date=2/9/2011&event=155)

February 18-20

Cleveland Home & Garden Show, The Great Lakes
Expo Center, Euclid, Ohio.
(http://www.homeandflower.com/cleveland)

The Yard, Garden & Patio Show, produced by the
Oregon Association of Nurseries, Oregon Convention
Center, Portland, Ore. There will be more garden
displays and vignettes than ever before, edible
garden and Curiously Cool Plants displays, and
Cracked Pot artists return to the show floor.
(www.ygpshow.com)

January 25-28

February 23-27

Congress 2011, Toronto Congress Centre,
Toronto, Ontario, Canada. Congress is Canada’s
largest horticultural lawn and garden trade show.
The exposition covers more than seven acres of
exhibits featuring all of the equipment, hard and
soft goods required for the construction and
maintenance of commercial, public and residential
landscapes. A four-day educational conference is
held in conjunction with the show.
(http://www.locongress.com)

January 21-30

January 13-14

CENTS Trade Show (Central Environmental Nursery
Trade Show), Greater Columbus Convention Center,
Columbus, Ohio. Sponsored by the Ohio Nursery
and Landscape Association. (http://www.onla.org)

MARCH 3-16

February 2-4

August 26-29

New Jersey Nursery and Landscape Association
Trade Show, Raritan Center, Edison, N.J.
(http://njnla.weebly.com)

January 17-19

Indiana Green Exp, Indiana Convention Center,
Indianapolis, Ind. (http://www.indianagreenexpo.com/)

IPM Essen Show, Germany — focus is on plants,
technology and floriculture. (www.ipm-messe.de)

January 24-26

New England GROWS!, Boston Convention &
Exhibition Center, Boston, Mass.
(http://www.newenglandgrows.org/)

page 25

Northwest Flower & Garden Show, Washington State
Convention Center, Seattle, Wash.
(http://www.gardenshow.com)

2011 Philadelphia International Flower Show,
Pennsylvania Convention Center, Philadelphia, Pa.
(http://theflowershow.com/)
Garden Writers Association Annual Symposium,
Hyatt Regency Indianapolis, Indianapolis, Ind.
(http://www.gardenwriters.org)
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