
page 1 quill & Trowel newsleTTer       no. 4      August, 2010

Advances in PoD .............................4
Allied news .................................... 22
Dates and events .......................... 27
executive Director’s report ..............7

Getting Plants Home From GwA ......6
Hot off the Press ........................... 23
new Members ............................... 25
PAr report .......................................8

Photographer’s Corner .................. 13
President’s Message ........................2
regional Meetings ............................9
regional Meeting wrap-ups ......... 20

regional news & updates............. 15
sponsors — Helping us Grow..........7
The insider scoop ......................... 21

inside

By Ann MccorMick
in october 2009, the GwA Board asked the emerg-
ing Technologies Task Force to provide recommen-
dations for improving our organization’s use of online 
services. when peering into the future, it’s helpful to 

know what’s happening now. so we posted a survey 
to explore our members’ online activities with special 
emphasis on Facebook, Twitter and similar sites. 
Determining which social sites are being used by our 
members would be a key to determining where GwA 
should focus its attention.

Membership survey response was good, with 
about 560 survey entries (35% of total membership). 
The “typical” respondent was female, over 50, has 
spent five or more years in garden communications, 
spends less than 20 hours per week at this work, and 
earns less than $25,000 per year. About one-half of 
all survey respondents are online one to five hours a 
week (excluding e-mail activity). This is not surpris-
ing considering how the internet has superseded the 
library for a writer’s everyday research. 

How GWA Members  
Connect Online
when asked to identify new technologies adopted 
in the last year, the category of social networking 
sites (sns) was the clear winner. (Chart 1) nearly 

Social Network Survey:  
What Members Are Doing Online

Continued on page 3
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Virtual Garden Party 
at Symposium in Dallas

Join us for a new version of a 2010 Virtual 
Garden Party that will take place at the Dallas 
Arboretum & Botanical Garden on sept. 11 in 
conjunction with the 62nd GwA Annual sympo-
sium. Participate in a unique experience devel-
oping the largest garden event using Twitter, 
Facebook, blog posts and other online media to 
host an electronic garden tour. 
 Check out the GwA website for details and 
an outline of events. Find out how you can be 
a mentor and share your knowledge with your 
peers.

The gardening World

Celebrates the  

Life of a giant
page 10

Chart 1: What new technology or digital process 
have you adapted into your work in the last year?
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welcome to a  
redesigned, 
electronic Quill & 
Trowel. GwA is 
moving into the 
future — and with 
the new horizontal 
format — wow, 
what a difference. 
Kudos to those 
involved.

The dog days 
of summer seem 

to be dragging their tail here in Dallas. The over 100 
degree temperatures are taking their toll on people 
and plants. i am trying to avoid the heat by doing 
less gardening and my sun coleus wilt in the late af-
ternoon (they do have adequate moisture) and perk 
up after the sun goes down. They just can’t keep up 
with the sun and heat. This heat wave will dissipate 
by GwA Annual symposium time in Dallas – average 
temperatures in Dallas during the symposium should 
be between 67°F – 88°F.

And, speaking of the annual symposium, i 
hope you have registered for this “summer camp 
for adults,” because the programs and tours are 
outstanding. it will be challenging to select just one 
session from the concurrent sessions that Debra 
Prinzing and her committee have planned for us. 
The story tours planned by Jimmy Turner and his 
local arrangements committee promise to give you a 
glimpse of the wide range of gardening conducted in 
Dallas — it’s not just cacti and dry landscapes. You 
will be delighted and enchanted.

several task forces and committees are working 
to carry out GwA’s strategic plan. Thanks to those 
involved in these efforts. This is what will move GwA 

forward to meet the needs of the organization and its 
members in the future.

Don’t miss the survey report from the emerging 
Technologies Task Force about members’ online ac-
tivities. Kudos to this group for enabling GwA to pre-
dict and address members’ technology needs. And, 
Betty Mackey’s column about print on demand pro-
vides a fascinating look at the dynamics of this inno-
vative option; the standard printing model no longer 
exists. Those of you who are photographers should 
find Mark Turner’s column “Favorite lens” intriguing 
as he answers, “what is your favorite lens?”

regular features – “Hot off the Press,” “Dates 
and events,” and “new Members” — will keep you 
updated on the latest news from GwA and our 
members. if there is a new member listed in your 
region, why not drop them an e-mail welcoming 
them to the group?

Jim Wilson, gardening icon and consummate 
gentleman, passed away Aug. 1 and i struggle with 
words to express this loss. Jim was one of the first 
GWA members I met at my first GWA annual sym-
posium in Mobile, Ala., in 1990. The welcome he 
extended to this “green horn” could not have been 
warmer or more genuine, and our interactions over 
the ensuing years were always the same. He was 
more concerned about how and what i was doing 
than his activities and schedule. Jim joined GwA in 
1952 and was a steadfast supporter of GwA and 
Plant A row for the Hungry. To say he will be missed 
is not enough…his absence will be just like he was…
larger than life.

see you in Dallas!!

Continued on page 3
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two-thirds of respondents said they now view sns 
as part of their online work activity. The top three ser-
vices were Facebook, blogs and Twitter, in that order. 
websites and newsletters were tied for fourth place. 
The task force believes that is because these two are 
already well established tools for most of the survey 
respondents.
 respondents were given a list of the nine most 
popular snss and asked to estimate how often they 
viewed these sites. Combining the responses of 
weekly, daily and multiple times per day, we found 
Facebook in the lead, followed by Twitter, YouTube 
and linkedin.
 The technology most likely to be adopted in the 
coming year was online videos. (Chart 2) over one-
third of respondents identified this as their number 
one pick. online use of YouTube by members in 

hours per week was also high. This is consistent with 
the members’ stated plans to adopt online videos in 
the coming year. The enthusiasm for video technol-
ogy was an interesting surprise to the task force 
members. But, then again, the two most common 
sources of income for garden communicators are 
writing and speaking. Video is a natural extension 
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of the latter.
 The willingness to accept and use sns followed 
predictable age demographics. The older the mem-
ber, the less likely they are to use sns in their busi-
ness. linkedin tends to be more acceptable to those 
over 50, probably because it is viewed as a “strictly 
business” site, similar in focus to familiar resumé and 
job search sites.
 Finally, when members were asked about the 
perceived value of Facebook and Twitter, they 
showed a clear preference for Facebook. More than 
half of respondents said Twitter was “not worth my 
time,” (Chart 3) nearly double the negative response 
to a similar question on Facebook. (Chart 4) The task 
force believes this is influenced by two factors. On 

Continued from page 1

Continued on page 4

The 2010 election for the GwA Board of Directors is 
underway. As over the last several years, the voting is 
being held online. if you haven’t voted yet, take a few 
minutes now to take part in this process.

we hope to continue to increase the participation 
of the membership and conserve natural resources by 
taking part in the online voting and casting a ballot in 
the 2010 elections. GwA has provided a voting system 
that makes it easier for members to understand what 
they are voting for, resolve existing issues resulting in 
spoiled ballots and guarantee reliable performance now 
and in the future.

The 2010 Electronic Ballot
The election ballot may be accessed on the GwA 
website under the tab “Members Area” or by visiting 
this link: Click Here
region members vote for aLL Officers and aLL 
national Directors. if you wish to withhold your 
vote, you must officially “Abstain” or enter a write-in 
candidate. 

To review candidate biographies, simply click on the 
candidate’s photo. only region members may vote for 
the regional Director candidates in their region. The 
ballot you are directed to will only contain 
candidates in which you are eligible to vote. 

Vote for every candidate position on your 
ballot. when you have completed your ballot, 
click the “submit” button, and you will be taken to an 
acknowledgement screen indicating the balloting is 
complete. if you make a mistake, the program will 
identify the error and ask you to correct it.

If you have any questions or difficulties, contact 
Jennifer Gillette at membership@gardenwriters.org.

Ballot deadline:  
sept. 1, 2010, at 4:00 p.m. (edT)
Please take the time to review the 2010 election 
candidate credentials and vote for the next leadership 
of our organization.

GWA MEMBERS:
CAST YOUR BALLOT!

19%

29%

52%

Definitely of value
Interesting, but a low priority
Not worth my time

Chart 3: What is your view of the value of Twitter 
in your business? 
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Chart 4: What is your view of the value of Face-
book in your business?
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Chart 2: What new technology or process do 
you plan to adopt or explore in the coming year? 
(Choose all that apply.)
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the plus side, Facebook has gained wide acceptance 
online as a means of keeping in touch with relatives 
and distant friends. Familiarity and confidence in 
the staying power of Facebook further enhance ac-
ceptance. on the minus side, Twitter continues to be 
perceived as an activity not likely to lead to income 
generating activity. its emphasis on short, frequent 
and personal messages may seem more of a time 
waster than a business tool.

What We Think This Means
it’s clear that most GwA members continue to stay 
abreast of new internet technology. its ability to 

reach larger audiences with modest cost of time or 
money is attractive to freelancers or small business-
es. Two-thirds of the respondents said they have 
generated income through personal websites.
 The next wave of online innovation – social 
network sites – is now being absorbed by our 
members. sns has the potential to provide closer 
communication for GwA members beyond our 
annual symposia and occasional regional meet-
ings. This will also mean a sea change in the way 
members communicate with fans, co-workers and 
customers, just as websites and blogs have done 
in recent years
 surf’s up! 

diReCTORs

RegiOn i
irene Virag (2010 n)
 Freelance
C.l. Fornari (2011 r)
 The Garden lady
sabine stezenbach (2010 r)  
 Freelance

RegiOn ii
steve Maurer (2012 n)
 nemours Museum  
 & Gardens  
Denise Cowie (2010 r)
 “Denise Cowie’s Backyard”
Kathy Jentz (2011 r)
 washington Gardener

RegiOn iii
Jo ellen Meyers sharp (2010 n)
 write for You!
Christine Kelleher (2010 r)
 Aris Horticultural services
susan Trusty (2011 r)
 Trusty Horticultural  
 Consultations

RegiOn iV
linda Askey (2012 n)
 Freelance
Bill Adams (2010 r)
 Freelance
Becky Heath (2011 r)
 Brent & Becky’s Bulbs

OFFiCeRs

pResidenT  
Janel leatherman
 Zinnia Productions
ViCe pResidenT 
Debra Prinzing 
 Freelance
TReasUReR 
larry Hodgson 
 HortiCom, inc.

RegiOn V
Melinda Myers (2010 n)
 Freelance
linda nitchman (2010 r)
 Freelance
Amy McDowell (2011 r)
 Freelance

RegiOn Vi
Keith Muraoka (2011 n)
  syndicated Columnist
Pat Munts (2010 r)
 spokesman review
nan sterman (2011 r)
 Plant soup, inc.

RegiOn Vii
Veronica sliva (2012 n)
 sliva Communications
Donna Dawson (2011 r)
 www.iCanGarden.com
Kathy wood (2010 r)
 Beyond the Garden Gate

seCReTaRy  
Kirk Brown 
 Joanne Kostecky  
 Garden Design
pasT pResidenT  
Anne Marie Van nest  
 Freelance

2010-11 GWA
BOARd Of diRECTORS

Continued from page 3
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Print on demand (PoD) is not just for individuals 
and small presses like mine any more. larger gar-
den book publishers such as Cool springs Press 
use it for handling inventory and international orders. 
Books can be printed practically overnight in various 
countries and that means no international shipping. 
There is the espresso Book Machine, resembling 
a gigantic Xerox machine, which prints and binds 
finished paperbacks in the store while the customer 
waits. speed changes everything.
 i will never go back to the standard printing mod-
el where i guessed how many books i might need, 
influenced by the fact that five thousand copies cost 
almost the same as one thousand because of setup 
fees. That led to books in storage, and there is a 
tax downside to keeping that “valuable asset” from 
year to year. with PoD i need only a few books on 
hand at a time. The finished book file is stored by the 
printing company, ready to be paid for by credit card 
online and printed in large or small quantities. An 

Advances in POD
By BETTy MAckEy

Working The Web
author of mine, Duane Campbell, ordered a carton 
of his books from me on a Monday morning and the 
printing company, lightningsource, delivered them to 
his front porch by uPs on wednesday. it sometimes 
takes a week. i didn’t have to pack, handle or store 
these books, only direct their flow. 
 PoD works best for books that are all text or with 
text and line drawings inside. Black-and-white photos 
look dingy unless contrast is high. A few years ago, 
the ink would smear if rubbed or wet, but that prob-
lem has been solved. PoD and its sister, self pub-
lishing, had such a bad reputation that reviewers for 
major media refused them. That is no longer true and 
much book reviewing is done online through blogs 
and comments.
 For a publisher, the suggested list price of a book 
must be high enough to cover the printing cost, the 
author’s royalty, and the 55 percent discount given 
to wholesalers and distributors, and still leave a little 
profit. POD color interiors, costing four times as much 
as black and white, can make the books so costly 
they are unsellable. with PoD, it is either color all 
through or black and white throughout. You can’t get 

n = nATionAl DireCTor  
R = reGionAl DireCTor
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and layout services or not. 
 Says Nancy, “I’m finding that many people have 
very unrealistic ideas about the process of book 
production. since doing the linden Hill book, i’ve 
been approached by several people who wanted me 
to produce similar projects for them, and who were 
floored when I quoted them costs for me to do so.”
in 2008, dan Clost used services from epic Press, 
an imprint of essence Publishing, to publish his book, 
Take Time: Reflections for Gentle Reader, a collec-
tion of his popular newspaper columns. it is a short 

book with a color cover and no color inside. now he 
wants to publish an additional edition but is getting 
“insane” production bids for as much as $5,000 to set 
up a short book with no interior color.
 Bobby Ward, known for his excellent books for 
Timber press and others, had to get over being 
rejected when publishers turned down his idea for a 
biography of north Carolina nurseryman J.C. raul-
ston. They did not see a market for it unless he add-
ed a plant section, and that made no sense. He knew 
of the bad reputation of self publishing but listened 
when advised that he had all the skills to go it alone. 
Although he is a gifted editor and writer himself, 
he wisely employed professionals for copy editing, 
layout, and graphics for this, his first self published 
book. He secured a foreword by roy lancaster. no 
one looking at Chlorophyll in His Veins: J.C. Raulston 
Horticultural Ambassador would think that there’s 

anything do-it-yourself about it. it has received praise 
in American Gardening and the Rock Garden Quar-
terly, in addition to blogs and other reviews. He pub-
lished through lulu and has not offered it wholesale.
 one suggestion he has for others is basic. Check 
out the intended name of your publishing house. He 
published as Mayapple Press. since Mayapple is the 
name of his own home and garden it seemed un-
likely to be a problem. when he purchased the isBn 
(international standard Book number) from Bowker 
they did not mention a conflict, but after publication 
Bobby received e-mail from Mayapple Press in the 
Midwest saying that their customer was trying to 
buy his book. For the next printing he changed the 
publishing house name to BJw Books. That did not 
change the isBn, by the way, or add to the cost.
 PoD books, whether black and white or color, 
seem to have one track for pros and one for every-
one else. The pro providers expect you to submit 
online a cover file and a book block file, usually in pdf 
format, to meet their specifications with no human 
adjustment before printing. This involves fewer and 
lower fees, but does not protect you from mistakes. 
Then, there is another track with the companies, 
sometimes vanity presses, offering an array of ser-
vices that can cost thousands of dollars.
 You may want to try PoD, but you will need ei-
ther great software and skill or great services. like 
Bobby, you can work with your own book designer 
and copy editor and then choose a professional, non-
vanity book printing track. if a printing company is 
unknown to you and the fees are too high, look into 
other options. 
 i use a layout program, PagePlus4, which is 
easier to learn than inDesign and handles art and 
the words. it costs $85 from www.serif.com. Al-
though it creates pdf and other file formats, I plan to 
spin its completed book files through Adobe Acro-
bat to be sure to meet exacting standards and get 
economical, high quality printing from the pro track. 
Making a book is painstaking work, but if i can do it, 
chances are that you can, too.

Betty Mackey is an independent publisher whose 
work can be found at www.mackeybooks.com.

a small block of color pages in the middle somewhere 
because the PoD machinery prints one book at a 
time. There are only two files, one for the cover and 
one for the interior book block. 
 win or lose, i am working on a couple of short 
books with full color interiors. some readers like tight, 
rich copy with lots of photos and that is what they will 
get. The retail price will be around $20 for Growing 
and Using Wonderful Citrus: Herbal Recipes for Citrus 
Fruits, Flowers, and Foliage,” by Monica Brandies. 
Another by Rex Murfitt is on troughs. Since I am pay-
ing for color on every page of the book block, even a 
page that is all text will have colorful page elements 
and headings. lightningsource offers a 20 percent 
discount for doing a short run of 250 books instead 
of single copies and I figure on getting this. I can still 
order a single copy or carton sent when necessary. i 
need that discount to stay in the wholesale business 
when i try color. 
 PoD color quality can be a problem because you 
don’t get expert color ink or file adjustments from the 
printer – there could be a hundred other titles run the 
same day as yours. Giving individual attention to each 
one would take too long or hugely add to fees.
 nancy ondra’s beautiful 2009 book, Lessons 
from Linden Hill, by Jerry Fritz, was a PoD product 
and that did not keep it from being awarded a GwA 
silver Media Award this year. nancy produced the 
book (outlined, co-wrote, photographed, designed, 
prepared page layouts, and chose and handled the 
vendor), eventually using online services from www.
createspace.com, part of Amazon.com. The book in-
cludes 140 color images and is 120 pages long.
 “i’m using [Adobe] inDesign,” said nancy (http://
hayefield.com/Nancy), “which has involved a pretty 
steep learning curve; plus, the expense of the pro-
gram itself (i paid over $600) is a huge investment 
when profits are so narrow to begin with — another 
aspect that folks don’t consider about book production. 
Photo editing and management software is yet another 
behind-the-scenes expense.”
 she is not sure she will use Createspace again 
because they recently added an obligatory minimum 
$300 setup fee, whether the user needs their editing 

Continued from page 4

“I’m finding that many 
people have very 
unrealistic ideas about 
the process of book 
production...”

http://www.lulu.com/
http://www.mackeybooks.com
http://www.createspace.com
http://www.createspace.com
http://hayefield.com/Nancy
http://hayefield.com/Nancy


page 6 quill & Trowel newsleTTer       no. 4      August, 2010

experienced Garden writers Association sympo-
sium attendees know that they will acquire plants 
during the events, no matter how they resolve 
to “be good” and how full their gardens are back 
home. The temptation is irresistible. sample/
trial plants on the trade show floor and wonderful 
plants for sale at tour stops beckon and seduce. 
Face it, most of us became garden writers be-
cause we love plants and we need to be realistic 
in dealing with our green addiction. we are going 
to give in, so in advance of our Dallas meeting, i 
asked veteran attendees to share their tips and 
experiences in plant transport. 

“To bring home the goodies, be prepared,” ad-
vised nellie neal. “These days, that means pack 
light on clothes and include plastic bags, twist ties, 
scissors and a foldable duffel bag in the suitcase you 
carry onto the plane. on the return trip, pack clothes, 
paper and goodies you’ll collect at the show into the 
duffel and check that bag. Pack plants in your suit-
case and carry it on. Yes, you could ship paper and 
stuff from the hotel, but unless you are overloaded, 
airline fees aren’t much more, and your dirty clothes 
get home when you do. Another very important tip: if 
you do all this unpotting in your room, remember to 
leave an especially generous tip for housekeeping 
when you leave.” 

ellen Zachos has recycled a classic piece 
of luggage to keep her plants alive en route home. 
“remember those rigid makeup cases from the 
50s and 60s? well, i don’t wear much makeup, but 
i have several of the cases. They’re small enough 
(approximately 10” x 6” x 8”) to easily fit under the 
airline seat in front of you and the hard case offers 
good protection. look for them at yard sales and 
junk shops for $5-$10.”

anne Van nest has a packing technique she 
evolved after several symposia. “Take them out of 
the pots, as the pots take up too much room. Put 

the roots into plastic bags (usually come with the 
plants anyway or use the hotel room laundry or ice 
bags). seal the top, if possible, to keep the soil con-
tained — a suitcase full of soil debris is no fun. Put 
the labels in the rootball so they don’t get separated. 
water the plants just enough so the roots are slightly 
moist. Pack many together into a bigger plastic bag 
and seal so that they stay together and don’t shift or 
bounce around. Pack them in a carry-on bag, in a 
checked bag without any heavy solid objects to crush 
them, i.e., books, jars, cans, or pack them in their 
own box and check as luggage. i don’t ship them 
back separately by courier because it takes too long 
for them to arrive. i prefer to have them travel on 
the plane with me. i usually like to take home many 
smaller plants instead of fewer larger ones. You can 
also stash small plants into souvenir water bottles or 
commemorative glasses for protection.”

daryl pulis mails her clothes home rather 
than the plants as they are lighter weight and there-
fore less expensive. she carries the plants on board 

with her. “As soon as i get them, i let them dry down 
a bit,” remarked Daryl. “it’s amazing how many small 
pots you can get into a carry-on. i remember on one 
non-GwA plant tour, my record was 73!”

At the symposium, there is often a shipping 
service on-hand to help attendees pack their 
plants. gloria day described her careful pack-
ing, “i prepare more carefully for the ‘crush factor,’ 
insulating the plant from bounces or being placed 
on its head — wrong side up. newspaper, peanuts 
or egg cartons work well here, as does an empty 
‘take-out’ box. i save the mesh bags from daffodil 
bulbs or onions and place the plant and damp root-
ball in the soft bag so it can breathe, and then in 
the take-out box with crushed newspaper or pea-
nuts to fill any extra room in the box. One plant or 
many can be placed in a box, yet keep them tight, 
so they don’t shift too much in transit. Packing 
in plastic bags for a mailing sometimes ‘cooks’ a 
plant depending on the time of year it is shipped,” 
warned Gloria, “so i recommend shredded paper 
and mesh [bulb] bags.”

Because Lois J. Devries stays at the meeting 
for the bonus tour day and then adds on a short vaca-
tion, she says she ships all her plants home by uPs. 
“while it costs a little bit of money, they were in great 
shape when they arrived, although i have to say that 
my husband helped the guy pack.”

in addition to plants, many symposium attendees 
will have picked up tools, fertilizer samples, seeds, 
etc., during the meeting week. Mary-Kate Mackey 
offers a note of caution in packing these in your lug-
gage, “Caution: hand tools are considered dangerous 
weapons on planes.” Call your airline first, if you have 
any questions as to what can be carried onboard or 
packed in checked luggage.

dawn Hummel offers some final advice, 
“Cross your fingers. Not all will make it.” 

Kathy Jentz is editor of washington Gardener 
magazine and is a long-time gardening enthusiast. 
She has been moderately successful shipping 
and hand-carrying plants home, but has lost a few 
plant babies along the way. Kathy can be reached 
at www.washingtongardener.com and welcomes 
your gardening questions.

Getting Your  Green Babies Home 
Safely After the Symposium
By kAThy JEnTz
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Welcome to the New Q&T
GwA is very proud to 
introduce the first issue of 
the Quill & Trowel newsletter 
specifically designed for 
electronic distribution and on-
line viewing. in making the 
leap to modernize our major 
membership communication 
vehicle, the Board of Directors 
addressed critical issues such 
as:

• increasing GWA’s efforts to 
become more sustainable,

• controlling rising costs of distribution,
• speeding delivery of information,
• making our newsletter more interactive using links and
• improving our image and presentation using computer 

friendly design, updated graphics and full color 
formatting.

A team of professional designers did an excellent 
job of balancing on-screen viewing with both color and 
black-and-white printing support. everything from type 
face to page orientation and color pallet to content layout 
was focused on optimizing member experience reading 
our new publication format. we invite your comments and 
suggestions.

Act Now and Save $150
The 2010 symposium is another area where GwA is 
concentrating efforts to expand benefits while containing 
costs to members. we have an excellent and very active 
program for Dallas with 24 timely educational topics and 
remarkable garden story tours. Large influxes of late 
registrations in recent years cause last-minute program 
changes, like more bus rentals, catering changes, materials 
reorders, etc., that are often more expensive and add to 
pressures to increase fees. 

Knowing in advance who will attend a meeting the size 
of the GWA symposium is important to efficient buying of 
services and materials; so, meeting participants who sign 
up by the regular registration deadline of Aug. 27 can save 
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Helping Us Grow

TWO neW MeMBeRs
Charlotte Germane
Cliff sharples
laura schaub
Veronica sliva

One neW MeMBeR
Bill Adams
Tom Alexander
Jennifer Bartley
Kylee Baumle
Marianne Binetti
C. Colston Burrell
Tina Cooper
Mike Darcy
Donna Dawson
Gloria Day
stewart Dempsey
Gail eichelberger
Barbara emersom
shirlee evans
lynn Felici-Gallant
Billy Goodnick
David Hobson
Doreen Howard

John Hunt
David Kuack
Janel leatherman
Valerie liney
sharon lovejoy
Jeff lowenfels
laura Mathews
steve Maurer
Pat Munts
Dee nash
shelley newman
rose Marie nichols-
McGee
linda nitchman
Pete Prown
Kathy Purdy
rita randolph
Debbie roberts
Paul rodman
Carolyn roof
Hollen schemmer
Kelly smith
Janet Valencis
Deb wiley
Kathy wood

Executive director’s Report

robert C. laGasse 
executive Director

$150 over the late registration fee that extends from 
Aug. 28 through on-site registration at the door. we 
encourage every member to send your symposium 
registration to GwA before the regular registration 
period ends this month.

GWA Virtual Garden Party
whether you will attend the Dallas symposium or 
not, we invite all members to participate in a special 
“virtual garden party” (vgp) of the Dallas Arboretum 
and Botanical Garden on sat., sept. 11, from 
4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The purpose of the vgp is to 
conduct an experiment on the use of internet social 
media technologies to focus public attention on a 
specific event.

we plan to have as many members as possible 
using Twitter, Facebook and other social networking 
media to communicate about the Dallas Arboretum 
and the special event. Members not present can 
help spread the word by communicating with those 
who are at the vgp and passing their information 
along to your fans and followers. More information 
on this event is posted on the GwA website at 
http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/
virtual_garden.html

if you are not set up to use social media yet, 
Shirley Bovshow, host of the “Garden world 
report,” is providing a series of brief instructional 
videos that will help you get started. The videos will 
be posted on the GwA website over the next few 
weeks and announcements of their availability will 
be sent to members.

GWAF Fundraiser
Don’t forget, you don’t have to be present to win a 
door prize during the GwA Foundation fundraiser. 
Through the generous support of sponsors Davey 
Tree Company, Fafard, and syngenta Flowers, 
we have very outstanding prizes for this year’s 
drawings. Donations to the Foundation can be 
made online at http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.
php?p=gwafoundation/fundraiser_10.html.  Proceeds 
from the fundraiser go to the support of student 
scholarships, Plant A row for the Hungry, gardening 

trends research and other programs of the GwAF, and 
all donations are tax deductible in the u.s.

we look forward to seeing everyone in Dallas for the 
62nd GwA Annual symposium. Y’all come now.

http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/virtual_garden.html
http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=meetings/virtual_garden.html
http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=gwafoundation/fundraiser_10.html
http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=gwafoundation/fundraiser_10.html
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Oneida Community Feeds the Hungry
last autumn, several members of saint Paul’s 
united Methodist Church in oneida, n.Y., 
concerned about the strained resources of area 
food shelves, met to organize a local Plant A row 
for the Hungry campaign. wondering what more 
they could do to help, they saw an answer — land 
behind the church. “i believe in making the most of 
the resources that you already have,” said member 
Fred Henson, “and i just kept looking at all that 
lawn and thinking it could be put to a better use at 
this time and, as it turns out, a bunch of us were 
thinking the same thing.” in october, a committee 
was formed to convert the lawn into a productive 
vegetable garden, recruit volunteer gardeners and 
distribute the harvest.

According to Captain susan ramsey of the 
salvation Army-oneida Corps, fresh produce 
is critical to sustaining the health of the needy 
families served by her organization and is greatly 
appreciated by those families. she was very excited 
about the establishment of the first PAR project in 
Madison County and is excited about the produce 
she has received this year.

The goal of the oneida PAr campaign is to 
supply as much fresh produce as possible to local 
affiliates of the Food Bank of Central New York. 
To achieve this goal, two strategies were pursued 
in 2009. First, in partnership with st. Paul’s united 
Methodist Church, a vegetable garden dedicated to 
supplying produce to the food bank was grown on 
church property. secondly, home gardeners were 
asked to participate by growing an extra row of 
something to donate to the food bank.

Garden space at st. Paul’s is available to 
individual volunteers and service organizations 
who wish to grow vegetables for the food bank. 
Volunteers interested in helping attended a kick-
off session to receive a starter kit that included 
information on how to donate produce, how to 
deduct the value of donations from income tax and 
a free packet of seeds courtesy of Madison County 
Cornell Cooperative extension.

These volunteers have been instrumental in 
helping the needy in this new York community. 
Plant A row for the Hungry is very simple. Volunteer 
to help those in your community.

aBOVe LeFT: PAr volunteer Fred henson and captain Susan ramsey display the first load of produce from the Al Spawn Memorial Gar-
den at the oneida corps of the Salvation Army. aBOVe RigHT: Preparing to weave the maypole at the 2009 Al Spawn Memorial Garden 
dedication.

PAR Volunteer  
Memorial fund
JoHn PAul enDiCoTT, a PAr volun-
teer in elkins Park, Pa., was recently 
killed on his motor scooter. This past 
year, as a Temple university horticul-
ture student, he developed and carried 
out the idea of a community garden 
plot, whose harvest went entirely to 
families in need. PAr was an integral 
part of his life. John Paul was also a 
communicator. in his memory and hon-
or, the endicott and ryan families have 
created a memorial fund to support his 
vision. (http://jpendicott.com/) 

http://jpendicott.com/


The following regional meeting is scheduled 
for 2010. Additional information will be posted 
online at www.gardenwriters.org and in future 
issues of the Quill & Trowel newsletter.
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Fri., Oct. 8 — 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Haverford, devon & Wayne, pa.

Registration fee: $35/person  
(gWa members and/or spouses);

$50/person (non-members)

registration and tours will be held at Hav-
erford Arboretum, America’s oldest college 
arboretum, celebrating its 175th anniversary 
in 2009. we’ll travel to Chanticleer — A 
Pleasure Garden (wayne) for a talk focused 
on the wonders of the northeastern Fall Col-
or show. we’ll also enjoy the GwA report, 
Green Raffle and the GWA-famous “Trunk 
show!” lunch will be served at Chanticleer. 
Visit Jenkins Arboretum in the afternoon 
and tour their new “Green” Visitor’s Center. 
Jenkins is one of Pennsylvania’s major hor-
ticultural showcases of native trees, shrubs, 
rhododendrons, azaleas, laurels, blueber-
ries, ferns and wildflowers.

Contact Kirk r. Brown  
Tel: 610.391.0291  • Fax: 610.530.8754;  

e-mail: vista6211@verizon.net 
or kirk@gardendesigninc.com

noTE: registration is closed; the region ii 
meeting is full. Please call the GWA Office 
(703.257.1032) to be added to the wait list.

Regional 
Meetings

a chance  
to win a Computer,  
sLR Camera or ipad

Visit www.gardenwriters.org for Fundraiser 2010 details 

The gWa Foundation 
is a 501(c)(3) chari-
table, educational 
organization offering 
the gWa a unique op-
portunity to expand 
its outreach to the 
industry and the 
public with special 
projects and activi-
ties funded through 
tax-free grants, gifts 
and donations.

your support makes 
the following pro-
grams possible:
•  Four national 
 consumer garden-
 ing attitude surveys  
 conducted annually,
•  Student scholarships 

supporting talent de-
velopment for future 
generations of garden 
communicators,

•  Information surveys 
and reports on the 
garden communica-
tions profession,

•  Public education 
on hunger and the 
role of gardening in 
community-based 
hunger relief through 
the Plant A row for 
the Hungry program.

Help promote the garden 
communications profes-
sion through your support 
of the garden Writers 
association Foundation.

Region 2
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Jim wilson passed away on Aug. 1 at the home he 
and Janie Mandel shared in Columbia, Mo. in the 
two days since i received sad news in an e-mail 
from Janie, i have learned so much about my dear 
friend, mentor and co-author, and have read trib-
utes to him from numerous GwA members. 

One of the most difficult writing jobs (How do 
you cram all there is to say about Jim into a limited 
number of words, and what words to choose?) has 
just been made easier, as Janie sent me My Life 
and Times by Jim wilson, revised Apr. 14, 2009. 
so, i will let him write much of this, and put in my 
two cents here and there.

Jim wrote, “unlike foresighted people, i have 
not kept a diary or notes on my life, partly because 
i never saw it as remarkable and partly because 
i am not the most organized person. everything 
in this little autobiography was extracted from my 
memory bank. i have tried to put aside the morbid 
thought that someone, someday soon, might use it 
to shape an obituary, and have instead focused on 
its potential for amusing or bewildering my descen-
dents and other relatives.

“I haven’t been notably successful, neither fi-
nancially nor domestically, but i must say that late 
in my life i found true happiness with Janie Mandel, 
a lovely woman much younger than myself. (Had 
she been older than i, the attraction would have 
been just as strong.)

“i take comfort in a quotation i heard years ago, 
that ‘where you are in life’s race is not as important 
as how far you have come in getting there.’ while i 
can relate to that thought, i still feel poised on the 
brink of a precipice, in command of most of my fac-
ulties, but ever so conscious of their gradual deg-
radation. only God knows how long i will remain 

mentally sharp and physically nimble. i have often 
said that i hope to live to my mid 80s, as did three 
of my four grandparents. i will count every day past 
my mid 80s as a bonus, but you can bet that i won’t 
complain to the management if i don’t last that 
long.” Jim was 85 when he died. 

Jim’s lifelong love of gardening — especially 
vegetables — had its roots when he was a teen-
ager during the Depression. He helped his father 
and older brothers grow and sell vegetables to feed 
their family. “we ate wild greens such as ‘poke 
sallet’ in season and lots of vegetables, including 
roasting ears, from the food garden. Mother canned 

in Memoriam – Jim Wilson

Gardening World Celebrates 
the Life of a Giant
By cAThy WiLkinSon BArASh

Continued on page 11

vegetables when the garden produced more than 
we could eat fresh. The wPA taught classes on 
pressure-cooking, which greatly increased the 
range of meats and vegetables that could be 
canned. Grammaw Penley took me along with her 
to can vegetables. Prior to the development of 
pressure-cooking, we didn’t dare to can any non-
acid vegetable like beans or corn, or any meat. Be-
ing acid, tomatoes were less demanding of sterility, 
and were often mixed with beans, corn and south-
ern peas to make soup stock.”

Jim was commissioned as a second lieutenant 
and served on active duty from April 1943 to no-
vember 1944 as a fighter pilot. Returning from ser-
vice, Jim used the Gi Bill to attend the university of 
Missouri. He recalled, “i graduated on Aug. 4, 1948, 
with a degree in Agriculture — cum laude, despite 
having crammed a four-year course into two and 
one-half years.

“i sent out 21 letters of application and got back 
19 positive responses, which speaks more to the 
scarcity of men with college degrees than it does to 
my desirability to employers.

“My graduation was scheduled for August, 
but several employers urged me to cut short my 
education and come to work in June. i elected to 
join Ferry-Morse seed Company in Detroit. i had 
worked up from an agronomist with the seed Pro-
duction Department to advertising manager after 
the company discovered that i could write.” Kudos 
to whoever made that discovery; Jim’s writing and 
garden communication (TV and lecturing) have en-
riched millions of Americans over the years.

Jim said, “i had begun writing garden articles 
to make extra money. My first was ‘The Patient 
Gardeners of Carville,’ published by Flower and 
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Garden magazine in 1956. it concerned my visit 
to the Men’s Garden Club of Carville, at the na-
tion’s only continental leprosarium, now long since 
closed. i helped Sunset magazine with several of 
their books, fact checking and writing the text for 
annuals, vegetables and herbs, which i knew pretty 
well.” 

To many, he was the face of the south — with 
his ever-present, wide-brimmed straw hat — on 
PBs’ The Victory Garden. Jim recalled, “in 1982, 
while i was working with All-America selections, my 
friend Bob Thomson asked me to be a guest on the 
program in Boston. They agreed to plant a model 
AAs trial for Bob and me to evaluate during a pro-
gram. Producer russ Morash was apparently im-
pressed with my ease in front of the cameras. They 
decided to ‘regionalize’ the show and asked me to 
host programs from ‘Victory Garden south’ at Cal-
laway Gardens, Pine Mountain, Ga. Thus began a 
new career for me. Gradually, the TV exposure led 
to lectures, which led to garden books. Together, 

aBOVe LeFT: Jim collaborated with longtime friend Walter chandoha (left) on his last book. (Photo by Hilda Morrill) TOp RigHT: 
The late ray rothenberger and Jim Wilson. BOTTOM RigHT: Shown l to r: Jim Wilson, David Ellis, Guy Sternberg and nancy 
Beaubaire. (Photo by Guy Sternberg)

Continued on page 12

Continued from page 10 they made a nice package.”
Indeed. Until his “official retirement” in 2004 

at age 79, Jim pursued his work as a horticultur-
ist, moving with jobs to nine different states and 
from coast to coast. His career included working in 
public relations and advertising, representing the 
seed industry, running an herb farm (gourmet herbs 
for specialty restaurants — way ahead of its time), 
television (he also hosted HGTV’s “Great Garden-
ers”), lecturing, writing innumerable articles, and 
authoring 14 books. i was lucky enough to co-au-
thor The Cultivated Gardener with Jim, and his last 
book, Home-Grown Vegetables: A Bountiful Garden 
for Lean Times with photography by walt Chando-
ha, came out last fall — definitely post-retirement.

Jim’s public honors are many. in 1965, the 
white House chose him as a delegate to President 
Johnson’s Conference on national Beauty. in 2000, 
‘Jim wilson’ sweet bay magnolia was named in 
his honor. in 2005, the ray rothenberger and Jim 
wilson Missouri Master Gardener endowment was 

At my first GWA symposium, I was awed by 
the fact that Jim Wilson was manning the 
Fafard booth. I walked up to him with trepi-
dation. He was my gardening guru before 
I even considered working in the industry! 
He was a giant on whose shoulders I have 
always felt encouraged to stand. How many 
of us have a life’s work committed and vali-
dated from his mentoring? —KiRK BROWn

•Jim was a great garden communicator and 
a great friend to all gardeners and garden 
writers. I remember once having missed the 
San Diego Zoo tour as he and I had to do 
something instead for Plant A Row. So, we 
went on our own. Just sitting there with him 
in that train was such an experience. People 
would hear his voice and know who he was 
and every one of them had something nice 
to say about how he impacted their garden 
activities.                      —JeFF LOWenFeLs

•My story dates back to GWA San Diego. My 
husband had died suddenly from a stroke 
three weeks before the meeting. I was a 
mess, but I went anyway. Jim danced with 
me at karaoke and when I burst into tears 
(the song was “Are You Lonesome To-
night”), he hugged me tight and said, “Dar-
lin’, you’re going to be okay” and we fin-
ished the dance. He will always have a spe-
cial place in my heart.  —nanCy sZeRLag

•It’s been inspiring to hear all the stories and 
to realize how Jim was able to forge very 
personal connections with so many people 
— that’s a gift that very few possess.  
   — daVid eLLis

Continued on page 12

Remembering Jim
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the context, even if it does cause a certain amount 
of consternation. words, to me, are like good tools 
in the hands of an artisan.

“In trying to define who I am (how I see myself) 
i usually fall back on what i do, what i enjoy, how 
i react.... i am curious about every living thing, am 
not afraid of snakes, and love plants and most peo-
ple. it falls to my friends and family to decide who 
i am. i am not concerned about ‘Judgment Day.’ it 
isn’t hubris that emboldens me to utter such blas-
phemy, but a growing mistrust of the clerics who 
imprinted me with the typical guilt-ridden southern 
protestant ethic. life can be almost unbearably 
beautiful, but having to constantly avoid transgres-
sions can produce a myopia that narrows such op-
portunities for joy to mere glimpses of paradise.”

How do i sum up Jim wilson, the man? Many 
GWA members have written that he was the first 
“celebrity” they met who talked to them one-on-
one and gave sage advice — on gardening and 
careers. He always had time for anyone, and then 
remembered his/her name year after year. He is 
remembered by some for his fine-timbered voice at 
karaoke and by others who had “the honor of danc-
ing with him” at the same yearly event. To me, he 
was the ultimate southern gentleman with a won-
derful sense of humor and a twinkle in his eye. one 
of the most valuable lessons he taught me was, “it 
costs nothing to thank people who help you; give 
credit to everyone who helps you along the way.” 
other “wilson Pearls of wisdom” were: “write 
about your passion; treat your audience as equals 
and never talk or write down to them; and always 
remember that what you say or write may have a 
profound effect on someone.” i will miss his friend-
ship and wisdom, his caring, and just knowing that 
he was just a phone call or e-mail away. 

The family suggests donations to the rothen-
berger/wilson Missouri Master Gardener endow-
ment Fund, c/o Darcy wells, 2-4 Agriculture Bldg, 
univ. of Mo, Columbia Mo 65211 (573.882.9003); 
or Plant A row for the Hungry, Garden writers As-
sociation Foundation, 10210 leatherleaf Ct., Ma-
nassas, VA 20111 (or www.gardenwriters.org).

established at the university of Missouri. Jim was a 
past president and GwA Fellow and Hall of Fame 
member. Jim was national spokesman for the GwA 
Plant A row for the Hungry program from 1995 to 
2003. in 2002, the American Horticultural society 
named him Great American Gardener, and in 2004, 
he received the Medallion of Honor from All-Ameri-
ca selections for lifetime achievement. 

In addition to his prolific professional contribu-
tions, Jim donated his expertise to volunteering 
and mentoring, especially to community gardening. 
Traveling in the united states and throughout the 
world, Jim remained a lifelong learner. He was a 
proud participant in the Honor Flight program for 
military veterans to visit the memorials in washing-
ton, D.C.  

At the end of My Life and Times, in the section 
he titled “examining My own navel,” Jim wrote, 
“i’ve never been asked, ‘who are you?’ by a per-
son who was interested in more than my name. 
i could come up with cosmic answers such as, ‘i 
am a human being,’ and misleading answers such 
as, ‘i am a Christian.’ i see myself as a serious 
person, but one who enjoys laughter and a good 
joke. i have rough-hewn facial features that people 
remember, and a voice that people call ‘unique’ for 
reasons i can’t understand. Few have ever called 
me ‘handsome’ and no one, to my knowledge, 
‘ugly.’ i have an overdeveloped sense of fair play, 
dating back, i suppose, when life dealt me shoddy 
hands of cards. i am not among the intelligentsia, 
but one doesn’t finish a four-year course in two and 
one-half years with honors if he or she is average. 
For most of my life i was a bit taller than average, 
which does give one a psychological advantage.

“i suppose i am more creative than most, adept 
at summing up ideas verbally or writing, quick to 
come to conclusions by mysterious routes rather 
than by linear thinking. My vocabulary is large; it 
contains many words i seldom use because of fear 
of losing or confusing listeners. nevertheless, i get 
a certain wicked satisfaction out of extracting from 
memory and using a word that is exactly right for 

The world of horticulture is a smaller place 
with Jim Wilson gone.       

—geRaLd BURKe

•Jim was the very first celebrity person I in-
terviewed when I started writing my weekly 
garden column in 1989. He was gracious, 
warm, personable and put my rookie jitters 
at bay. What earned him high marks for 
me was that he always remembered my 
name.          —JO eLLen MeyeRs sHaRp

•The amazing Mississippi native son, Jim 
Wilson, was the first person of his stature 
that I ever interviewed on the radio live. I 
lost my media virginity and my heart at the 
same time. He was kinder than he had to 
be, as is the case with the greats in this 
business. Dancing with him at GWA kara-
oke was a treat I will miss.    
                 —neLLie neaL

•My Jim story began in 1997 when I attend-
ed my first GWA symposium in Boston. He 
encouraged me to spread the word about 
growing vegetables, as I had just begun 
my stint as garden editor at woman’s Day 
magazine. When I moved to Illinois from 
Texas the next year, I plunged into orga-
nizing PAR statewide.             

—dOReen HOWaRd

•
One of my favorite moments came from 
something Jim said regarding PAR to an 
audience “and if you grow flowers, but no 
vegetables, think of contributing these to 
your local soup kitchen. For how often do 
those who frequent a soup kitchen have 
the opportunity to dine with flowers on the 
table?”      —ROse MaRie niCHOLs MCgee

Continued from page 11

http://www.gardenwriters.org
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Favorite Lens
By MArk TurnEr
recently, Brenda Haas, a garden blogger (http://
www.bggarden.com/), posed a tough question 
on her Facebook page. she asked, “what’s your 
favorite lens?” My immediate answer was, “it 
depends.”

As photographers, our choice of lens is 
analogous to a writer’s choice of literary devices. 
what is the mood we’re trying to create? what 
feeling do we want our viewers to take away from 
the photograph? Do we need to isolate a subject 
to set it apart from its surroundings?

Just as a writer won’t use allusion, alliteration or 
analogy in every piece he/she writes, a photographer 
doesn’t want to be limited to a small subset of focal 
lengths or f-stops. each tool has its place. we’ll use 
some lenses more often because we find them to be 
reliable and effective, but the trustworthy workhorse 
may not actually be our favorite.

My favorite lens is often the one i have with 
me. if you’re using a little pocket camera it has a 
zoom lens, which is a bunch of individual lenses 
rolled into one. in the minimalist case, the so-
so lens and camera in my phone could be my 
favorite, just because i have it with me. it has no 
zoom nor exposure controls. Point and click.

working with a single focal length lens like 
in my iPhone is a great way to get better at 
photography. it forces me to learn what is possible 
and how the camera reacts to different lighting 
and subject combinations. i learn to physically 
move closer or farther from your subject to frame 
it, rather than relying on a zoom.

Zoom lenses are wonderful tools and i use 
them all the time. But, i consciously think about 
the effect i want to achieve. i’ll go with a wide 
angle to expand the sense of space or exaggerate 

the size relationship of objects within the frame. 
Depth of field will be greater, too. Conversely, 
a telephoto lens compresses space. objects of 
similar size, from front to back in the frame, will be 
closer to the same size in the photo. Depth of field 
is shallow, so it’s easier to isolate a subject from 
distracting backgrounds. The more extreme the 
wide angle or telephoto, the greater the effect.

normal lenses, so-called because they take in 
roughly what our eyes see, are around 50mm on a 
35mm or full-frame digital camera. They’re a good 
choice that produces natural-looking perspective 
and depth.

i also carry specialty lenses in my bag. i use 
a 100mm macro lens a lot for plant portraits, 
blossoms and bugs. I can fill the frame with small 
stuff, yet work from a comfortable distance. i have 
a 90mm tilt-shift lens that lets me manipulate 
the plane of focus to either isolate a subject or 
keep more of it sharp. At the other extreme i 
have a lensBaby that only has one sharp area 
and creates funky blurry edges. when i want 
to photograph birds, i rent a 600mm extreme 
telephoto, so i can work from a distance that’s 
comfortable to the wildlife. when i’m shooting 
portraits, i like a medium telephoto because it’s 
flattering to my subjects.

each of these lenses is my favorite at one 
time or another. They all have their uses. But if 
Brenda had asked, “if you could only have one 
lens, what would it be?” i’d have said that as a 
garden and native plant photographer, the 100mm 
macro is the one i couldn’t do without. it also 
makes a very nice portrait lens.

Mark Turner is a freelance photographer and 
writer based in Bellingham, Wash. He is the 
author and photographer of Wildflowers of the 
Pacific Northwest and is working on a book about 
gardening east of the Cascades.

Photographer’s Corner
Explorations of a Planter Box

These five photo-
graphs of a wooden 
planter in a seaside 
garden illustrate 
the idea of explor-
ing multiple ways of 
looking at a single 
subject with different 
viewpoints and zoom 
settings. The garden 
belongs to Fonda and 
ron Downs and is 
on samish island in 
washington.

1 A short telephoto (120mm @ f/8) ¾ view lends a 
sense of depth to this very skinny planter and gives 
just a hint of the adjacent seating area. it’s cropped 
in camera to focus attention on the planter.

2 Moving the camera to the right, stepping back a 
few feet, turning the camera horizontal, and zoom-
ing out slightly (to 95mm @ f/8) we now see the 

Continued on page 14
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Photographers Corner                       cont.

4 in this detail view 
i’ve moved a little 
farther to the right 
and zoomed in 
(88mm @ f/8) to iso-
late the glass art and 
barnacle-encrusted 
floats used as a 
decorative element 
among the annuals. 
i liked the concept, 
but the wall behind 
becomes distracting 
with its hard lines.

5 i walked around 
to the beach side of 
the planter to place 
the same glass art 
against the clean 
background of the 
lawn, zooming in and 
opening the aperture 
one stop (100mm @ 
f/5.6) to accentuate 
the separation of 
the subject from the 
background.

each of these photos tells a different story. i 
could have shot even more variations, seeking 
additional details or placing the seating area in 
the foreground with the lawn behind. i could have 
shot nearly straight down to show more of how 
the planter is constructed to constrain the soil. it 
all depends on the message you’re trying to com-
municate and how much time you want to spend 
with any single subject.

full context of the planter providing a frame for the 
outdoor seating area with an expansive view to 
Padilla Bay.

3 Continuing to the right and coming back closer, 
i’ve switched to a wider lens (47mm @ f/8) which 
opens up the length of the planter, making it look 
longer than it does in the first photo. We’re still 
getting the context adjacent to the seating, but 
it feels a bit more intimate than in the horizontal 
view.

Continued from page 13
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scholarship grants available  
for spring Term 2011

• Community Colleges & Technical 
schools (Freshmen through seniors):
The GwAF Kathleen Fisher Memorial scholar-
ship is given annually in the amount of $500 to 
any full-time or part-time post secondary student, 
including technical schools and community 
colleges, majoring in Horticulture, Plant science 
or Journalism, with an interest in garden 
communications.

• Colleges & Universities (Juniors & 
seniors): GwAF general scholarship grants 
are provided for college-level juniors or seniors 
enrolled as a full-time student majoring in 
Horticulture, Plant science or Journalism, with 
an interest in garden communication, including 
garden photography. General scholarships are 
given annually and vary in number (2-6) and 
amount ($250-$2,000) depending on the earnings 
of the scholarship endowment.

scholarship information and applications are 
available online under the GwA Foundation tab.

appLiCaTiOn deadLine:    
december 10, 2010
Help a horticulture or journalism student. Tell 
them about the GwAF scholarship opportunities!

Garden  
Writers
Association  
foundation   
2011
Scholarship 
Grants

http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=gwafoundation/student_scholarships_guidelines.html
http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=gwafoundation/student_scholarships_guidelines.html
http://www.gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=gwafoundation/student_scholarships.html
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aug. 27–29: The Garden Conservancy and Hol-
lister House Garden hosts Garden study weekend 
ii in washington, Conn. The weekend includes 
speakers, a plant sale, buffet lunch and private 
gardens open through the open Days Program on 
Sunday in Litchfield County. (860.868.2200 or www.
hollisterhousegarden.org)

Rich pomerantz will conduct a weekend 
garden photography workshop on sept. 10-12 
based out of his studio in washington, Conn. Hol-
lister House and white Flower Farm are just two of 
the fabulous gardens the participants will be visit-
ing. instruction, critiques and great food are all on 
the program for a full weekend of garden photogra-
phy. (www.richpomerantz.com/workshops-lectures-
teaching) on Oct. 28, rich will speak on the topic 
of “Farming Fresh Foods” at a luncheon at the es-
sex Fells Country Club in essex Fells, n.J., using 
images from his Hudson River Valley Farms book 
and other projects.

Bedrock Gardens in lee, n.H., developed by 
Jill nooney and Bob Munger, will be hosting the 
fall open House on sept. 11 from 10:00 a.m. – 
4:00 p.m. (www.bedrockgardens.org)

C.L. Fornari will present two talks at the 
Gathering of Gardeners in rochester on sept. 11. 
(www.gatheringofgardeners.com)

Julie Moir Messervy will speak at the Con-
necticut Hort society’s Annual Meeting in west 
Hartford on sept. 16 and on sept. 29-30 at the 
Chestnut Hill Garden Club, Mass. Both events are 
open to the public. (http://blog.jmmds.com/category/
events/) Also, look for Julie’s Video Design seminar 
coming out soon.  subscribe to The Home outside 
blog to be the first to know about this and other JM-

MDs news: http://blog.jmmds.com/subscribe/.
Kerry ann Mendez will host adrian Bloom 

for two dynamic lectures and a book signing on 
sept. 25 from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. at The Glen 
sanders Mansion in scotia, n.Y. The event includes 
a book signing for Adrian’s new book, Bloom’s Best 
Perennials and Grasses: Expert Plant Choices and 
Dramatic Combinations for Year-Round Gardens. 
on Oct. 15-16, gordon Hayward and ethne 
Clarke will join Kerry for a gardening program at 
The sagamore resort on lake George, n.Y. (www.
pyours.com/gardenclasses.html)

in connection with her recent book, The New 
Terrarium, Tovah Martin will present Terrarium 
workshops at linden Hill Gardens in ottsville, Pa., 
on Oct. 2 and at Terrain in Glen Mills, Pa., on 
Oct. 16-17.

in the Hudson Valley, duncan Brine is cel-
ebrating his garden’s 20th anniversary with inclu-
sion in a book, a magazine article and an exhibit 
of photography. Monacelli Press’s Gardens of the 
Hudson Valley highlights the Brine Garden, The 
American Gardener has scheduled Duncan’s article 
on “a naturalistic garden” and Gallery on the Green, 
in Pawling, n.Y., presents a collection of Brine Gar-
den images. The garden is open with the Garden 
Conservancy on Oct 2. A Brine Garden page on 
Facebook posts on all the events.

on Oct. 4, Judith irven will give her latest 
talk  “white Magic: a Vermont Garden in winter,” at 
the annual meeting of the Federated Garden Clubs 
of Vt., and again on Oct. 21 for the waterbury 
Garden Club.

Karen Bussolini will speak to the northwest 
Horticultural society on “Designing with elegant sil-
vers” at 7:15 p.m. on Oct. 13. The talk will be held 
at The Center for urban Horticulture at the univer-
sity of washington Botanic Gardens, seattle, wass. 
(www.northwesthort.org)

ellen spector platt will be traveling to 
Minneapolis, Phoenix and Philadelphia on behalf 
of Creative Home Arts Club and Magazine in sep-
tember and october. she’ll present workshops in 
each city on Crafts from the Garden. 

Kathy Jentz reports that Washington Gardener 
Magazine will host its 3rd Annual Tomato Tasting at 
FreshFarm Market in silver spring, Md., from 10:00 
a.m. to 12:00 p.m. on aug. 28. Participants can 
sample and vote on numerous tomatoes besides 
picking up growing tips and tomato recipes at this 
free event. Kathy says the magazine will team up 
with the Historical society of washington, D.C., to 
continue its urban Garden Talk series later in the 
year. on sept. 26, Kathy will present “Getting the 
Most out of small space, urban Gardens;” and on 
Oct. 31, Cheval Force Opp will talk on “Vermi-
composting and Composting Basics.” All talks are 
free, and will take place from 2:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. at 
the Historical society.

on sept. 15, Marta Mcdowell will speak 
on “Designing Women: Coffin, Hutcheson and Ship-
man” for the Master Gardeners of somerset County 
at Frelinghuysen Arboretum in Morristown, n.J.  on 
sept. 25, Marta will present “orchard sprung,” a 
program about emily Dickinson’s family’s fruit grow-
ing, especially figs and apples, for the Emily Dickin-
son Museum in Amherst, Mass.

upcoming events at The scott Arboretum of 
swarthmore College, swarthmore, Pa. include: 
sept. 10, 8:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. — landscape 

Continued on page 16

REGiOnAL nEWS & nOTES

Region 2

Region 1

http://blog.jmmds.com/category/events/
http://blog.jmmds.com/category/events/
http://blog.jmmds.com/subscribe/
http://www.pyours.com/gardenclasses.html
http://www.pyours.com/gardenclasses.html
http://www.northwesthort.org


page 16 quill & Trowel newsleTTer       no. 4      August, 2010

designer Michael Bowell will guide you through five 
private seashore gardens he has created and main-
tains. learn tips about the design process. (Departs 
from scott Arboretum wister Center.) sept. 12, 
1:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. — scott Associates Garden 
Day where you will see glorious gardens created 
and maintained by gardeners like you and get tips 
from these gardeners. Visit gardens in the Chadds 
Ford area to learn about the plant combinations other 
gardeners are using. sept. 15, 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 
— Join rhoda Maurer for a photo walk to have time 
with fellow photographers and garden loves, share 
your craft, learn from others, as well as have some 
serious photography time in the garden. sept. 25, 
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon — “nature Journaling.” 
Conducted by elizabeth Haegele, this session will 
explore many forms of journaling, from illustrations 
to poetry to leaf pressing, while focusing on the most 
important ingredient in successful nature journaling: 
the art of observation. (www.scottarboretum.org)

Laura Beitman Hoover announced that the 
PHs Fall Garden Festival will be held sept. 11 from 
11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. at the Philadelphia navy Yard, 
Marine Parade Ground. (www.pennsylvaniahorticultur-
alsociety.org/membership/members_day.html)

stephanie Cohen will present “The nonstop 
Garden” at the schrader environmental Center in 
wheeling, w.Va., on sept. 18, and to the Master 
Gardeners of erie County, Pa., on sept. 24. on 
sept. 29, she will be the featured speaker for two 
talks at Canwest in Vancouver, Canada.

nancy Church reported that Moss Acres is 
offering a special discounted price of $125 for garden 
writers and media who would like to attend the “Moss 
workshop in the woods,” on sept. 25, observing 
and learning about mosses in their natural habitats. 
The workshop at Moss Acres, near Honesdale in the 
mountains of northeastern Pennsylvania, runs from 
10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., and features bryologist Keith 

Bowman. The fee includes a catered lunch, a copy of 
the book Gathering Moss, and a small moss sampler 
set. (http://mossacres.com/moss_workshops.asp)

Chanticleer, a pleasure garden in 
wayne, Pa., is the location for the 6th Master Pho-
tography workshop with alan detrick and Roger 
Foley from Oct. 1-3. (www.chanticleergarden.org)

alan detrick will teach a week-long Macro 
Photography workshop at the Maine Media work-
shops in rockport, Maine, from Oct. 17-23. enroll-
ment is limited to 15 people. (info@theworkshops.
com or www.theworkshops.com)  

susan Brimo-Cox will be the guest speaker 
at the uniontown (Pa.) Garden Club on nov. 5. The 
presentation will be her third for the club.

To answer the question “what is my backyard or 
community plot worth in food dollars?,” sPin Farm-
ing’s Roxanne Christensen says the company 
has created simple calculators available for free 
download at its farming and gardening websites 
(www.spinfarming.com).  Based on the sPin produc-
tion system, the calculators convert square feet into 
thousands of dollars worth of food.            

– Denise cowie

The indianapolis Museum of Art’s 100 Acres: The 
Virginia B. Fairbanks Art & nature Park opened in 
June 2010. Adjacent to the iMA and located in an 
area that includes woodlands, wetlands, meadows 
and a 35-acre lake, 100 Acres (www.imamuseum.
org/100acres) is one of the largest museum art 
parks in the country. it features ongoing commis-
sions of site-responsive artworks that focus on the 
unique relationships between contemporary art and 
the natural world. The park opened with eight com-
missioned inaugural works by international artists, a 

LEED-certified visitor center and numerous walking 
trails that highlight the indigenous landscape.

The park is bordered by the white river and 
runs contiguous to the iMA’s 52-acre campus, more 
than half of which is composed of historic land-
scapes and gardens. The evolving aesthetic land-
scape will be characterized by continual renewal, 
just like the natural landscape. Formerly a gravel 
pit and construction area, the park has transformed 
from a disturbed site into a lush and wild natural 
terrain. The iMA is a host institution for the Garden 
writers Association Annual symposium on aug. 
26-29, 2011.

susan Martin reported that walters Gar-
dens, Inc., took home first place for its consumer 
website, www.PerennialResource.com, in the cat-
egory of educational Focus. The website had previ-
ously received the Merit Award in the Midwest re-
gion in January 2010, where it was then sent on to 
compete at the national level. “walters Gardens is 
incredibly honored to be recognized as having the 
#1 educational website in the nation in the field of 
agriculture,” Martin said. “The award takes on great 
significance since this vigorous competition includ-

Continued on page 17
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ColorChoice line of flowering shrubs.
peter Vertes reports that the Cleveland 

Botanical Garden has been selected to participate 
in a sustainable sites initiative™ (siTes), to test 
the first rating system for sustainable landscapes, 
with and without buildings, including green land-
scape design, construction and maintenance. 

UpCOMing eVenTs
OHiO 

• Sept. 14 – Nov. 9: Gahanna Herb society, 
ohio Herb education Center, Gahana, Three lec-
ture series: Herbs Past, Present & Future
• Sept. 24: riPe! Food & Garden Festival cel-
ebrates the edible gardening revolution with a full 
day full of fun, food and inspiring gardening ideas 
amidst 20 outdoor gardens, Cleveland Botanical 
Gardens (www.cbgarden.org)
• Sept. 25: Central ohio Cactus and succulent 
society Plant sale, Franklin Park Conservatory, Co-
lumbus (www.fpconservatory.org)
• Oct. 9: The western reserve Herb society 65th 
Annual Herb Fair, Cleveland Botanical Gardens 
(www.cbgarden.org)

MiCHigan

• Sept. 17- Oct. 31: Frederik Meijer Gardens & 
sculpture Park annual celebration of autumn high-
lights thousands of flowering mums inside and out; 
includes tours of the gardens (meijergardens.org) 
• Oct. 16-17: west Michigan Bonsai show at 
the Frederik Meijer Gardens & sculpture Park 
(www.meijergardens.org) 

indiana
• Sept. 11: Hayes Arboretum Fall Mushroom 
Program with Dr. Don ruch, nationally recognized 
expert on mushrooms and Ball state university Pro-
fessor (www.hayesarboretum.org)  
 —Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp and christine kelleher

ed huge national and international participants.”
Kylee Baumle, Jan Bills and Lisa 

gustavson have partnered to create The Soil 
Sisters LLC with the debut of their website. Their 
mission is to bring gardening-related content to nov-
ice and veteran gardeners while sharing personal 
gardening experiences, as well as to call attention 
to environmental causes and how together we can 
“cause an effect” and make a difference. They invite 
you to join them at http://www.thesoilsisters.com.

GwA members who were winners in the recent 
2010 Mouse & Trowel Awards (http://mouseand 
trowel.org) are:

Kylee Baumle•	  (Our Little Acre) for Blog of 
the Year, Best writing, Best Photography, Best 
rural Gardening/Farming Blog, and Favorite 
Garden Blogger to Follow on Twitter;
Rochelle greayer•	  (Studio G) for Best 
Blog Design, and Best Blog about Garden 
Design;
Fern Richardson•	  (Life On the Balcony) 
for Best Container Gardening Blog;
Willi galloway•	  (DigginFood) for Best 
Blog about Growing Food.

sabrena schweyer is the certified land-
scape designer for a Habitat for Humanity house 
aspiring to receive LEED Gold certification (Lead-
ership in energy and environmental Design). Con-
struction on the house has just begun and the 
landscape is to be installed in september. sabre-
na also just returned from the Perennial Plant As-
sociation’s annual symposium where she received 
a landscape Design Honor Award for the design 
of a north Canton residence.

Ryan Mcgrath at spring Meadow 
nursery reports that Proven winners Color-
Choice has an exclusive agreement with weeks 
roses to distribute and market Home run® roses 
across north America within the Proven winners 

REGiOnAL nEWS & nOTES continued
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upcoming events at Brookside Gardens, 1500 Gle-
nallan Ave., wheaton, Md. (301.962.1400; www.
brooksidegardens.org) registration required at www.
parkpass.org: sept. 11, 8:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m. “Fo-
cus on Butterflies!” — 10 photographers will be wel-
comed (with their tripods) into the conservatory to 
photograph these live butterflies before the “Wings 
of Fancy” Butterfly Exhibit opens; sept. 11 & 12, 
9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. — “Close-ups in the Garden” 
by Josh Taylor, Jr. Capture stunning close-ups 
of flowers and garden creatures in the gardens at 
Brookside; sept. 14, 28 & Oct. 12, 1:30 p.m. – 
3:30 p.m. — “Vegetable Gardening in small spaces” 
— Carol Allen, horticulturist. learn all the ins and outs 
of starting your own vegetable garden in this three-
part series of classes. 

greg grant announced the following events 
at the stephen F. Austin state university Gardens, 
nacogdoches, Texas: sept. 11, 9:00 a.m. – 
12:00 noon, a tour of two of Greg Grant’s historic 
family dogtrot homes in the nearby Arcadia Com-
munity. (Contact: elyce rodewald 936.469.1832 
or erodewald@sfasu.edu); sept. 16 at 7:00 p.m. 
— sFA Gardens les reeves lecture series: Jenks 
Farmer, “it’s Crinum Time Again” at sFA Mast Arbo-
retum. (ggrantgardens@yahoo.com) Oct. 2, 9:00 
a.m.-2:00 p.m.: sFA Gardens Fabulous Fall Festi-
val plant sale, sFA Mast Arboretum parking lot. All 
plants produced by staff, students and volunteers. 
(arboretum.sfasu.edu or dparish@sfasu.edu); Oct. 
21 at 7:00 p.m.: sFA Gardens les reeves lecture 
series — rick schoellhorn, “Plants for the Cutting 
edge of Today’s Modern landscape” sFA Mast Arbo-
retum; and nov. 18 at 7:00 p.m., Jay spiers, “Fruits 
Common and not so Common for the southern 
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landscape,” sFA Mast Arboretum. (ggrantgardens@
yahoo.com).

From 8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. on sept. 13 
Catherine Zimmerman will appear on the 
nBC “Today show” as part of Jane Pauley’s series 
“Your life Calling Today” sponsored by AArP. live 
chat at noon — www.aarp.org/Jane. Besides talk-
ing about her journey to a new career in sustan-
able landscape design, Catherine talks about her 
views on the state of the environment, pesticide 
use and going organic in the garden.  

on sept. 14, at 7:30 p.m., erica glasener 
will present “on the road with A Gardener’s Diary 
— people, places and plants” at the Horticultural 
society of Maryland. on sept. 25, she will lec-
ture on “shade Gardening” to the Carroll County 
Master Gardeners in Carrollton, Ga. she will also 
be at the Georgia literary Festival at Georgia 
southern university in statesboro, Ga., on Oct. 
23, to give a lecture and book signing for her new-
est book, Proven Plants Southern Gardens.

pam Baggett will teach two writing classes 
through Duke university’s Continuing studies pro-
gram in Durham, n.C.: sept. 19 and sept. 26, 
she will lead Plein Air Poetry (the first workshop will 
be held at Duke Gardens, the second at an historic  
Hillsborough cemetery); on Oct. 16, she will teach 
“Tools of the writers Trade.”  (919.684.2601 or 
www.learnmore.duke.edu)

Brent Heath will present “Bulbs as Com-
panion Plants” at The Massachusetts Horticultural 
society at elm Bank in wellesley, Mass., on sept 
22; Mathews Master Gardeners at Brent and 
Becky’s Bulbs seminar room on sept. 23; and 
to the new Jersey Committee of the Garden Club 
of America at Frelinghuysen Arboretum in Morris-
town, n.J., on sept. 30.  “The shady lady’s Bulb 
Garden;” “Pest resistant Bulbs” to the Master Gar-
deners of northwest Michigan on aug. 14. “Bulbs 
in the landscape” is the topic by the Peninsula 

Master Gardeners training class on nov. 16 and 
“Autumn Finale” is the topic by the Piedmont/Blue 
ridge Horticultural society held at Blandy Farm 
library. (www.brentandbeckysbulbs.com)

Garden writers should contact Jennifer nelis 
(jnelis@fngla.org) at FnGlA for a complimentary 
press pass to The landscape show in orlando, Fl., 
on sept. 23-25. 

Barry glick will give a PowerPoint lecture for 
The Heart of Virginia Master Gardeners on sept. 24 
in Farmville, Va., and a Plant Propagation work-
shop for them the following day, sept. 25. (Con-
tact: Pat lust plust@kinex.net or 434.392.6646.)

Robert daily is coordinating “woodlands 
landscaping solutions,” on sept. 25, 9:00 a.m. 
– 12:00 noon at The woodlands, Texas.  Designed 
for climate extremes of southeast Texas, the com-
prehensive landscaping program offers sage tips for 
yard and garden. The woodlands Parks, recreation 
and environmental services Complex Gardening 102. 
on Oct. 30, from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon, he will 
present a three-hour workshop featuring the basics of 
waterwise gardening and waterwise landscaping.

pat Lanza will speak on sept. 28 at 7:00 
p.m. at the Memphis Botanical Garden, Memphis, 
Tenn., on “lasagna Gardening” and on Oct. 18 at 
7:00 p.m. on “My Grandmother’s Aprons” to CCH  
extension Members in rennie, Tenn., with display 
of her collection of 150 aprons and talking book of 
the same name. 

Linda Orton reports that on Oct. 8-10, The 
Mid south native Plant Conference, “natives and 
Beyond: sustainable Plants, Gardens and Com-
munities,” is bringing to Memphis a world class 
roster of nationally known speakers: Dr. Peter wyse 
Jackson, Felder Rushing, C. Colston Burrell, 
Ann english, rick lewandowski and Don shadow.  
(Hosted by the Dixon Gallery and Gardens, 4339 
Park Ave., Memphis, Tenn. (Contact emily Halpern 
at 901.312.1252 or 901.761.5250 or www.dixon.org)

aimee Coker reports upcoming events by 

Melinda Myers will complete the last of a five-part 
garden tour series on sept. 15 from 6:00 p.m. to 
sunset. Garden writers may join the tour for free. 
Visit www.melindamyers.com for the virtual tour, pho-
tos, handouts and podcast. Proceeds from the tour 
benefit the Friends of Boerner Botanical Gardens 
Children’s education Program. Melinda will speak at 
the licking County ohio Master Gardener Confer-
ence on Oct. 2 at Dawes Arboretum, newark.

don engebretson will be the featured gar-
den speaker sept. 24-26 at the ideal Home 
show, raleigh, n.C., and will be the keynote speaker 
at the ohio state university Master Gardener state 
Conference in Bowling Green on Oct. 2 in Huron.

pdsi that you may enjoy:  “Problem solving Plants 
— new innovations from encore Azalea and the 
southern living Plant Collection,” Daniel stowe Bo-
tanical Garden in Belmont, n.C., on Oct. 7 and the 
Atlanta Botanical Garden on Oct. 27, both from 
4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.; (http://www.southernliving-
plants.com or http://www.encoreazalea.com) and 
and The 2010 Plant Breeders Conference on nov.  
4-5 at longwood Gardens, Kennett square, Pa. 
(www.longwoodgardens.org/PlantBreedersConfer-
ence.html).

glenn dinella has changed from editor to 
contributing editor of Total Landscape Care maga-
zine. in addition to freelancing, Glenn is starting 
a new eco-friendly lawn and garden maintenance 
business called Barefoot Green ecoscaping that will 
use equipment powered by battery, propane and 
muscle. (gdinella@charter.net, 205.616.2924)

david Wood will be donating $1.00 to the 
Kingswood Center Gardens for every sale of his new 
book, The Kingwood Bunnies.    —Becky heath

Continued on page 19
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al landscape Designers) international Conference in 
Dallas, Texas, on sept. 30. included will be: basics 
of furniture and fabric selection and how to work with 
furniture and fabric representatives, showrooms, ven-
dors, and manufacturers. 

debra Lee Baldwin will be in santa Barbara, 
Calif., on Oct. 1 to give a presentations on “Design-
ing with succulents in Gardens and Containers,” for 
the san Marcos Growers’ Field Day and the santa 
Barbara Cactus & succulent society. 

pat Munts will be present a workshop on 
beneficial insects in late September to the Boundary 
County Master Gardeners in Bonner’s Ferry, idaho. 
The focus will be on identifying the good guys in 
the garden and building shelter belts for them in 
northern rocky Mountain climates.

Mary ann newcomer will present “no wa-
ter, no Problem: Creating Gorgeous Gardens with 
Very little water” at the idaho Horticulture sympo-
sium on nov. 13.  

debra prinzing, nan sterman, amy stew-
art, scott Calhoun and Mary ann newcomer 
have launched GreatGardenSpeakers.com, a website 
that will make it easier for garden clubs, botanical gar-
dens and other groups to find speakers for their pro-
grams. information: info@greatgardenspeakers.com

—Pat Munts
saxon Holt is now the photography program direc-
tor at san Francisco Botanical Garden and is de-
veloping lectures and workshops around the theme 
“Picture the Garden.”  on sept. 23 from 6:30 p.m. - 
9:00 p.m., lucy Tolmach head gardener at Filoli Gar-
dens, will join Saxon in the first presentation “Picture 
the enduring Garden.”  on sept 25, saxon will lead 
an all day workshop at sFBG and on each Tues-
day morning in October, he will lead a half-day 
photography assignment and critiques.  Contact san 
Francisco Botanic Garden for registration. 

Vanessa gardner nagel, APlD, nCiDq, will 
present “soft Hardscape: selecting outdoor Furniture 
and Fabrics” at the APlD (Association of Profession-

Kelly norris will lecture on “Plants That 
rock: A Gen Y’s Approach to rock Gardening” for 
the Gateway Chapter of the north American rock 
Garden society at the Missouri Botanical Garden 
on sept. 30. on Oct. 1, he will give a keynote 
lecture and conduct a breakout session at the Ksu 
Advanced Master Gardening Training Conference 
on-campus in Manhattan, Kan.

Rommy Lopat is back to writing via the voice 
of iconic landscape gardener ossian Cole (o.C. si-
monds) in his new blog, Saving Forest Park.org. send 
questions, comments, your own essays and research, 
and ideas for links to SavingForestPark@gmail.com.

The story of Chicago’s leadership in the ww2 
Victory Garden movement is being made into a 
documentary called “Victory: The Home Grown 
Documentary.” The film highlights The Peterson 
Garden Project (www.petersongarden.org) founded 
by LaManda Joy.                       —Melinda Myers

Caroline Holmes will lead a Gardens of the rivi-
era (MX 728) tour on Oct. 13-20. Visiting historic 
gardens that have inspired artists, poets, plant and art 
collectors, includes gardens not normally open to the 
public. Based in Menton, the tour visits st Jean-Cap-
Ferrat, Monaco, la Mortola, la serre de la Madone 
and Grasse — spectacular settings with exceptional 
growing conditions. Cost: £2,080/person. (Contact: 

Martin randall Travel, www.martinrandall.com)
Veronica sliva is authoring a new garden-

ing blog on HGTV.ca every Friday. (http://www.
hgtv.ca/gardening/)

Wendy downing and Veronica sliva have 
launched a new business called Garden excursions 
escorting garden enthusiasts on leisurely days of 
sensual garden delights that typically feature beauti-
ful gardens with lunch in a serene and interesting 
setting. (http://slivacommunications.com/Local%20
Garden%20Excursions.htm)

Join niki Jabbour on “The weekend Gardener,” 
a call in radio show that airs live every sunday from 
11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Atlantic on news 95.7 FM in 
nova scotia, news 91.9 FM in Moncton and news 
88.9 FM in saint John, nB, or online at www.news957.
com. Follow niki’s adventures (or misadventures) at 
http://yearroundveggiegardener.blogspot.com.

Lisa Finerty and her husband Tom have 
created a new website (18 months in the making) 
YourGardenShow.com – the social network for garden-
ers, by gardeners. Anyone can link from their profile, 
their garden or in any comment on any photo or journal 
entry. The site has a database of 6,000 vegetables built 
by Cornell university and database of 5,900 ornamen-
tal plants powered by Missouri Botanical Garden.

our uK members have also been busy. Barbara 
seagall has moved from Holly Cottage to Primrose 
Cottage in the center of the town of sudbury in suffolk. 

Tony sission produced a souvenir brochure 
for the newly replanted new Zealand Garden in Har-
rogate, england, originally built in 1950 to honor 23 
new Zealand airmen stationed in north Yorkshire, 
who lost their lives in world war ii and who are bur-
ied in the town’s stonefall Cemetery. The garden has 
been replanted with hundreds of new Zealand native 
plants with a number of mature specimens from the 
1950s remaining. The garden was blessed by Maori 
iwi representatives from welliington, new Zealand. 
(http://garden-tours.blogspot.com  or tony@sissons.
demon.co.uk)    —kathy Wood

Continued from page 18
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Region i “Connect” Meeting — June
ellen spector platt welcomed 15 GwA mem-
bers on June 15 for a region i Connect meeting, 
which took the form of a pot-luck dinner on her 18th 
floor roof garden in New York City. Three attendees 
had never been to any GWA meeting, and five of the 
15 were members from region ii.  (Ben Platt came 
by to say hello and to load up his plate for dinner, 
then departed, as the talk was all about boring stuff 
like gardens and work opportunities.)

GwA regional Director sabine stezenbach 
talked with the group about upcoming GwA meet-
ings. After dinner, a roundtable discussion was held 
to talk about projects we were working on and those 
projects for which we were seeking help from others. 
one member left with an invitation for a paid gig, two 
others with promised help on projects, lots of ad-
dresses and e-mails exchanged for future needs. 

The usual GwA enthusiasm, energy and sup-
port for other members made this a totally useful 
meeting. Ellen zachos’ homemade pear wine 
also helped.   
                                   —ellen spector platt

Region i “Connect” Meeting — July
Ten GwA members and one prospective member 
from Maine to Pennsylvania gathered at c.L. For-
nari’s house on Cape Cod in July. After walking 
around the gardens and talking casually among the 
plants in the early evening, members went indoors 
for dinner and focused on networking. 

All gathered around the table for the rest of the 
night, brainstorming in behalf of other members, of-
fering experiences, advice and ideas. some GwA 
members had taken advantage of the Heritage 
Museums and Gardens’ offer of free admission that 
weekend, a few went to a garden tour the next day, 
and others visited the gardens of Cape Cod GwA 
members they connected with at the meeting. 

—C.L. Fornari

Region Vi Members Hosted by ed Hume 
on July 18, 23 members and guests from oregon 
and washington gathered at ed Hume seeds for 
a regional meeting hosted by ed. The day started 
with a guided visit to the edgewood garden of ilga 

Regional Meeting Wrap-Ups

Ellen Spector Platt’s roof garden in new york city provided 
a spectacular location for the region i connect Meeting on 
June 15.

FROnT ROW FROM BOTTOM LeFT: Dave rogers, c.L. 
Fornari, karen Bussolini, Sabine Stezenbach, Anne Firth, Bob 
Firth. ReaR OF gaRden FROM LeFT: Judy rogers, Barbara 
cohen.

region Vi members gather at tables for a description of the 
Edgewood Gardens of ilga Jansons and Michael Dryfoos.

Ed hume talks with the group prior to the private garden visit, 
lunch and walk through his children’s Garden.

Continued on page 26
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Jansons and Michael Dryfoos. Their 32-acre es-
tate garden overlooks the Puyallup Valley and Mt. 
rainier and is a great melding of classic northwest 
contemporary architecture and the knowledge and 
energy of two plant lovers. 

During lunch at ed Hume seeds, we shared 
what we were doing before taking two walks 



page 21 quill & Trowel newsleTTer       no. 4      August, 2010

Charlotte ‘daffodil planter’ germane is  
the first editor of H. Potter Knowledge (http://
hpotterblog.net/), the company blog for H. Potter, 
makers of high-end garden decor. The blog features 
guest authors who have written books on gardening 
and outdoor living, and includes Tovah Martin,  
dianne Benson, susan Morrison and  
Rebecca sweet.

susan Brimo-Cox received an Honorable Men-
tion award for her gardening column, Nature’s Gar-
den, in the national Federation of Press women’s 
2010 national communications contest. The honor 
will be presented Aug. 28 at the nFPw annual con-
ference in Chicago.

Betsy Franz was recently selected to be a writer 
for a Metro DC area lawn and Garden blog, which 
is geared towards educating and encouraging 
readers to create environmentally friendly land-
scapes. since that has been her primary focus for 
the past 10 years, she was thrilled to be selected 
from hundreds of applicants to fill this role. (http://
www.metro-dc-lawn-garden-blog.com/)

Jared Barnes completed his master’s degree 
at north Carolina state university (nCsu) in ra-
leigh. His research focused on “The Characteriza-
tion of nutrient Disorders of Floriculture species.” 
He will begin his Ph.D. work this fall at nCsu.

Linda yang is having a great time expanding from 
new York City garden journalist and author to  
city garden design consultant. Helping her imple-
ment her designs is the Chelsea Garden Center in 
red Hook, Brooklyn. 

elyse Lucas has joined Gardening How-To 
magazine as associate editor and elizabeth noll 
has been promoted from senior editor to managing 
editor.

VERDURE, the new blog by Colleen Miko, is now 
up and going at www.colleenmiko.wordpress.com. 
Colleen is blogging about topics ranging from books 
(The Perennial Bookworm) to plants; insects to mo-
saics; horticulture to living green.

sabine stezenbach joined Town & Gardens, a 
Manhattan-based landscape design/build firm as an 
account manager for commercial accounts where 
she tends to a variety of high-profile sites in chal-
lenging urban conditions. 

Tovah Martin became an Honorary Member of 
The Garden Club of America and The Litchfield Gar-
den Club in May 2010. Congratulations!

Cecil Boutard died on July 1 at his home in new 
lebanon, n.Y. He was 94 years old and had spent a 
pleasant afternoon planting flower pots on his deck. 
Mr. Boutard had been a member of the Garden writ-
ers Association since 1967.

Mr. Boutard was the horticultural director of the 
Berkshire Botanical Garden in stockbridge, Mass., 
from 1955 to his retirement in 1985. During his ten-
ure, he guided the expansion of the physical gardens 
and extended the educational mission of the orga-
nization. He wrote a regular gardening column for 
The Berkshire Eagle and had a saturday morning 
gardening spot on wBeC radio.

Boutard’s keen sense of design won the Berk-
shire Garden Center, as it was known then, numer-
ous awards for exhibits at the new York and Boston 
flower shows. Above all, he was a gardener – happi-
est splitting a perennial with a fork, pruning back the 
roses or tending his salad greens.

Born in Västerås, sweden, Boutard spent his 
childhood in odense, Denmark. in 1939, he received 

his diploma in horticulture from the royal Horticul-
tural society Gardens in wisley, england, where he 
met his future wife sherry. After graduation, he and 
sherry grew vegetables on their truck farm south of 
london for nine years. Though Boutard continued 
to maintain a vegetable garden until his death, his 
love of ornamentals and house plants drew him back 
to the nursery business. During this time he wrote 
Plants Indoors, a book about house plants, that was 
published in england and the united states.

in 1954, the Boutards emigrated to Canada, 
where he worked at the Montreal Botanic Gardens, 
and then to the united states. He was offered the 
position of horticultural director at the Berkshire 
Garden Center. He was recommended for the posi-
tion by Thomas H. everett, the chief horticulturist at 
The new York Botanic Garden, who had read Bou-
tard’s book, and was impressed with his horticultural 
knowledge and humor.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that a dona-
tion be made to the Berkshire Botanical Garden 
(www.berkshirebotanical.org).

Cecil Roy Boutard

   in Memoriam

The insider Scoop

http://www.metro-dc-lawn-garden-blog.com/
http://www.metro-dc-lawn-garden-blog.com/
http://www.colleenmiko.wordpress.com/
http://www.berkshirebotanical.org
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Nominations Open 
for AHS Great 
American Gardeners 
Awards
The American Horticultural 
society is now accepting 
nominations for its annual Great 
American Gardeners Awards. 
Twelve different awards will be 

presented, recognizing outstanding achievement in 
fields such as garden communications, teaching and 
landscape design. nominations must be submitted 
by Sept. 30. Visit www.ahs.org and click on “Awards” 
for more information and a nomination form.

Online Auction of  
Exclusive Garden 
Experiences
Chanticleer and Monrovia are two participants in 
this year’s AHs online auction of incredible horticul-
tural experiences, such as behind-the-scenes tours 
of some of America’s most beautiful gardens. Bid-
ding opens on Sept. 25, in conjunction with the so-
ciety’s annual gala, and closes on oct. 25. To learn 
more about available opportunities for bidding, visit 
www.ahs.org/auction. For more information about 
the gala, e-mail ccapstack@ahs.org.

California Spring  
Trial Dates Revised
The revised dates for the 2011 California spring Tri-
als will be Mar. 26 - Apr. 1. individual locations may 
choose to extend those dates on either side to ac-
commodate additional visitors, but those seven days 
make up the core of the event. The California spring 
Trials is a horticulture industry event held annually 
for more than 40 years. Hosted by the participating 
breeding companies, the California spring Trials is 

a venue for unveiling new and innovative plants and 
programs, peer-to-peer networking, unique educa-
tional opportunities, inspirational displays and much 
more. national Garden Bureau is acting as commu-
nication coordinator on behalf of the California spring 
Trials. (www.ngb.org)

Chanticleer Foundation Awards 
Professional 
Development Scholarships
The Chanticleer Foundation announced the fol-
lowing individuals as recipients of the Chanticleer 
scholarship in Professional Development for 2010:

•  Andrew Bunting, curator of the Scott Arboretum of 
swarthmore College, swarthmore, Pa. 

•  Stephanie Jutila, director of Member Programs 
and outreach for the American Horticultural soci-
ety, Alexandria, Va. 

•  Jennifer Lee, senior horticulturist at the Shaw Na-
ture reserve of the Missouri Botanical Garden, 
Gray summit, Mo.

•  MaryLynn Mack, deputy director of the Desert Bo-
tanical Garden, Phoenix, Ariz.

The Chanticleer scholarship provides profes-
sional development opportunities for public garden 
staff. The scholarship began in 2008 and promotes 
creativity and leadership. it has two core compo-
nents: academic study to improve leadership skills 
and support of travel to meet with leaders to build 
on that academic experience. 

As part of the program, each scholar spends 
time at Chanticleer, a pleasure garden in wayne, Pa., 
and has the opportunity to visit other gardens. The 

next scholarship application deadlines are nov. 1, 
2010 and July 1, 2011. (www.chanticleergarden.org)

Dramm 
Sprinkler 
Redesigned
The new Colorstorm™ os-
cillating sprinkler has been 
redesigned with enhanced 
functionality and improved 
durability. Made with a 
new corrosion resistant 
aluminum spray bar, the 
Colorstorm™ includes 18 
brass jet nozzles for uniform 
watering. An enlarged pat-
tern control provides easy 
adjustments and delivers 
various water patterns and 

spray distances for lawn care use. This sprinkler 
comes with a lifetime guarantee and is available in 
six colors. (www.dramm.com)

Encore Azaleas Cold 
Hardiness Findings
in the more than 15 years that encore® Azaleas 
have been tested in gardens, trials and plant nurs-
eries across the southeast, they have proven to 
be a low-maintenance solution for multi-season 
landscape color. university studies and extensive 
plantings throughout the Midwest and northeast also 

ALLiEd nEWS

Continued on page 26
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suzy Bales 
(author), 
foreword by dr. 
allan armitage, 
garden 
Bouquets and 
Beyond: Creating 
Wreaths, 
garlands, and 
More in every 
garden season, 
rodale Press, 224 
pages, $35.00. 

Available now. Garden Bouquets and Beyond 
is an all-encompassing collection of everything 
gardens and floral — from when to cut and how 
to arrange to using flowers, leaves and vines in all 
types of unique decorations and arrangements. 
This book is stunningly illustrated with 150 
photographs by steven randazzo. with the latest 
research on conditioning and caring for individual 
garden flowers after they’re cut, readers will find 
complete instructions for prolonging the bloom for 
arrangements, wreaths and bouquets.

 
Richard L. Bitner, 
Timber press pocket 
guide to Conifers, 
Timber Press, 224 pages, 
paperback, $19.95. 
Available now. Conifers 
are the perfect choice 
for groundcovers, shrubs 
or trees in almost any 
garden. evergreen and 
always architecturally 
interesting, they’re also 
drought-, pest- and 

disease-resistant, and rarely have any demanding 

cultivation needs. This book is the perfect 
companion for anyone who needs a portable guide 
to conifer choices. with everything you need to 
know to choose and grow just the right conifer, this 
book also provides stunning photos of conifers in 
gardens so you can pick the plant you truly love.

Bonnie Blodgett, 
Remembering smell: 
a Memoir of Losing — 
and discovering — the 
primal sense, Houghton 
Mifflin Harcourt, 256 pages, 
hardcover, $24.00. Available 
now. Remembering Smell is 
a memoir with lots of brain 
science woven in, and biology, 
including a little plant biology. 
it’s about how Bonnie lost 

her sense of smell. she feels smelling is terribly 
underrated and smell dysfunction is particularly 
devastating to a gardener. But smell is also a 
fascinating and mysterious sense, critically involved 
in emotion and memory. 

adrian Bloom, 
Bloom’s Best 
perennials and 
grasses: expert 
plant Choices 
and dramatic 
Combinations 
for year-Round 
gardens, Timber 
Press, 208 pages, 
hardcover, 227 color 
photos. Available now. 
Bloom distills his years 

of experience as a nurseryman and gardener into 

250 reliable choices that are beautiful, easy to 
maintain and provide year-round interest. Detailed 
descriptions feature information on growth, care 
and design tips for use in gardens of all sizes. 
Bloom shows the reader how to design and plant 
well structured borders that feature perennials and 
grasses with a mix of other plants playing support 
roles.

eric grissell, 
Bees, Wasps and 
ants, Timber Press, 
320 pages, 60-page 
color insert, hardcover, 
$27.95. Available now. 
Bees, Wasps and Ants 
explores the importance 
of the Hymenoptera and 
explains how gardeners 
can encourage (or 
discourage) them in 
the garden. Part one 
features a discussion of 
the impact of the insects 

on our lives, a summary of their biology and a tour 
of what role they play in each part of the garden. 
Part Two takes a closer look at the individual groups 
within the family, including sawflies, horntails and 
woodwasps; parasitic wasps; predatory wasps; 
bees; and ants.

Janet Marinelli, The 
Climate Conscious 
gardener, Brooklyn 
Botanic Garden, 120 
pages, $12.95. Available 
now. This technique 
can save the earth, 
while resulting in a 
beautiful garden, too! 
Climate Conscious 
Gardener picks up where 
BBG’s groundbreaking 

Continued on page 24
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Environmental Gardener left off, giving 
homeowners, landscapers and public park 
managers practical strategies for greening the 
planet through sustainable and organic gardening. 
in simple terms, an introductory section explains 
what happens when the balance of carbon and 
nitrogen in the atmosphere goes awry, and how 
plants, soil and synthetic gardening aids (such as 
fertilizer and pesticides) affect climate change. Most 
important, readers will learn how to calculate their 
garden’s carbon footprint — and what they can do 
to decrease it in their own backyard and beyond.

Chris McLaughlin, 
The Complete 
idiot’s guide to 
Composting, Alpha/
Penquin, 208 pages, 
$14.95. Available now. 
The Complete Idiot’s 
Guide to Composting 
takes readers step-by-
step through the process 
of selecting the right 
compost container, filling 

it with the right “ingredients,” maintaining the mix at 
the right temperature and humidity, and using the 
end product.

Vanessa 
gardner nagel, 
Understanding 
garden design: 
The Complete 
Handbook for 
aspiring designers, 
Timber Press, 236 
pages, hardcover, 
$34.95. Available now. 

Designing a garden is a complex task. Among the 
many topics covered in Understanding Garden 
Design are how to document a site, how to 
determine what a client needs and wants from 
the garden, how to take architectural features into 
consideration, how to think about circulation and 
lay out paths, how to use basic design principles, 
how to work with plants, and how to create a final 
design. Practical aspects are clearly laid out, 
including working with contractors and staying on 
top of the various phases of construction.

Colleen plimpton, 
Mentors in the 
garden of Life, Park 
east Press, 295 pages, 
$16.95. Available now. 
Mentors in the Garden of 
Life is a garden memoir, 
the stories of 60 years 
of tilling the soil, and 
the lessons we learn by 
doing so. each chapter 
profiles a flower, tree, 
herb, vegetable or critter 
as well as a mentor 

associated with that plant or animal. The book 
demonstrates how we acquire characteristics such 
as responsibility, friendship, fortitude, gratitude and 
forgiveness through working with our mentors, and 
it showcases the importance of recognizing and 
honoring those who have gone before and those 
who will come after us in the garden.

Lynette L. Walther, Florida gardening 
on the go, university Press of Florida, 208 
pages, paperback, $22.95. Available now. no time? 
no space? no expertise? no problem! Florida 
Gardening on the Go reveals how easy it is to have 
a beautiful garden, despite those limitations. This 

time-saving guide 
provides step-by-
step instructions and 
includes a month-by-
month section so even 
the busiest person 
will be able to create 
a low-maintenance 
garden that makes a 
big impact. Perfect for 
busy professionals, 
people with small 
yards or snowbirds 
with a home that is 
occupied only part 

of the year, this guide provides gardening advice 
on how to use Florida-friendly plants and organic 
practices to create self-sustaining and practical 
environments.

Bobby J. Ward, 
Chlorophyll 
in His Veins: 
J.C. Raulston, 
Horticultural 
ambassador, BJw 
Books, 332 pages, 
$25.00. Available 
now. J.C. raulston 
was one of the most 
important and influential 
figures in American 
horticulture in the latter 
part of the 20th century. 
ward has written an 

intimate biography, covering raulston’s failures and 
successes, his unmatched passion in promoting 
new plants, his effect on students’ career paths and 
personal directions, and the uphill battle in founding 
the arboretum that now bears his name.

Continued from page 23
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Janet Bills
Two women and a Hoe
624 Detroit Ave.
royal oak, Mi 48073
(o) 248.891.0548
(H) 248.891.0548
jan@twowomenandahoe.com

Russell Camp
southern Garden Coach.com
305 Cooper’s Hawk ln.
Hampton, GA 30228
(o) 678.568.2073
(H) 678.255.5258
russ@southerngardencoach.com
Blog: southerngardencoach.com

ethne  Clarke
organic Gardening, rodale, inc.
400 s. 10th st.
emmaus, PA 18098
(o) 610.967.7671
info@rodale.com
web: organicgardening.com
Blog: organicgardening.com/
   blogs/overthefence

Owen dell, asLa
owen Dell & Associates
P.o. Box 30433
santa Barbara, CA 93130-0433
(o) 805.962.3253
(H) 805.689.4256
owen@owendell.com
web: www.owendell.com
Blog: owendell.com/blog/

Mimi Fuller Foster
4303 sneed rd.
nashville, Tn 37215
(o) 615.519.5933 cell
(H) 615.298.2509
mfullerfoster@gmail.com

Tony Fulmer
Chalet
3132 lake Ave.
wilmette, il 60091
(o) 847.256.0561 x220
(H) 847.945.1774
(F) 847.256.4978

tonyf@chaletnursery.com
web: www.chaletnursery.com

nancy gardner
510 Forsyth ln., unit 405
edmonds, wA 98020
(o) 206.898.1219
(H) 206.898.1219
nancy_gardner@hotmail.com
web: uwnews.org/host/pages/
   staff/nancylou.aspx

Judith gerber
5011 lee st.
Torrance, CA 90503
(o) 310.543.1917
(H) 310.540.8593
JudiWrites@aol.com
Blog: www.lafarmgirl.blogspot.com

Lauren graves
CabinTiger studio, inc.
P.o. Box 252
waverly, Al 36879
(o) 334.821.6675
(H) 334.887.7928
lauren@cabintiger.com
web: www.cabintiger.com

Lisa gustavson
The soil sisters llC
35 Andony ln.
rochester, nY 14624
(o) 585.690.2645
(H) 585.690.2645
getinthegarden@gmail.com

dawn Hedrick
Baltimore County Public schools
6507 loch Hill Ct.
Baltimore, MD 21239
(o) 410.887.5108
(H) 410.823.5043
dawnlhedrick@gmail.com

Jo Hunt
lechuza
26 Commerce Dr.
Cranbury, nJ 08512
(o) 310.541.2800
jo@delyon-hunt.com
web: www.lechuza.com

andrew Keys
oakleaf Green landscape 
   Design
P.o. Box 241
Topsfield, MA 01983
(o) 617.921.0019
(H) 617.921.0019
oakleafgreen@gmail.com
web: oakleafgreen.com
Blog: gardensmackdown.com

Jan Kirsh
Jan Kirsh landscapes ltd & Jan 
Kirsh studio
7156 Cooper Point rd.
Bozman, MD 21612
(o) 410.745.5252
(H) 410.745.2161
(F) 410.745.6425
jkirsh@jankirsh.com
web: jankirsh.com & 
jankirshstudio.com

Cathie  Lank
527 sonora Ave. sw
Calgary, AB T3C 2K1
Canada
(o) 403.607.7145
(H) 403 229-2621
cathie.lank@gmail.com
Blog: cathielank.com

elyse Lucas
Gardening How-To
12301 whitewater Dr.
Minnetonka, Mn 55343
(o) 950.988.7475
(H) 515.451.6370
elucas@namginc.com
web: gardeningclub.com

John  Markowski
1 Bellis ln.
Frenchtown, nJ 08825
(o) 908.253.1653
(H) 908.996.3069
jmarkowski0@yahoo.com
Blog: www.  
   obsessiveneuroticgardener.com

Phoenix, AZ 85006
(o) 623.217.6038
(H) 623.217.6038
gardengoddess@
down2earthgardens.com
web: www.down2earthgardens.
   com
Blog: www.down2earthgardens.
   blogspot.com/

Clark pregont
sales & Marketing Mfgr.
307 n. 2nd st.
Atchison, Ks 66002
(o) 913.367.5796
(H) 913.367.7202
(F) 913.367.7127
pregont@lvnworth.com
web: www.sweetcornproducts.com

elaine sinniger
55 Ashley st.
lyons, nY 14489
(o) 315.573.0766
(H) 315.573.0766
elainesinniger@yahoo.com

peggy st. Clair
peggystclair.com
5806 McCray Ct.
Cincinnati, oH 45224
(o) 513.542.2458
(H) 513.542.2458
pgstclair@fuse.net
web: peggystclair.com
Blog: www.peggystclair.com

annie stoffel
4254 e. Hartman rd.
Columbia City, in 46725
(o) 260.479.5457
(H) 260.479.5457
fromthisdirt@gmail.com
Blog: www.fromthisdirtforward.com

Victoria Vonier
The wreath Factory
n2295 Klein ln.
Adell, wi 53001
(o) 920.893.8700
(H) 414.254.7867

sarah Martinez
Garden Center Magazine
801 Cherry st., ste. 960, unit 2
Fort worth, TX 76102
(o) 972.957.0054
(H) 682.224.0832
(F) 817.885.7875
smartinez@gie.net
web:gardencentermagazine.com

alice Mcgowan
31 east Market st.
Hyde Park, nY 12538
(o) 413.548.6100
(H) 413.548.6100
alice.mcgowan@gmail.com
web: www.alicemcgowan.com

Michael Mills
632 Burnham rd.
Philadelphia, PA 19119
(o) 215.844.6253
(H) 215.844.6253
mmm19119@earthlink.net

Jim Mitchell
Humble seed
7119 e shea Blvd #109-394
scottsdale, AZ 85254-6107
(o) 877.956.7333
(H) 734.673.7132
jmitchell@humbleseed.com
web: humbleseed.com
Blog: humbleseed.com/blog/
  category/humbleseed/

Tara nolan
CanadianGardening.com
82 Cadorna Ave.
Toronto, on M4J 3X1
(o) 416.227.8243
(H) 416.467.0675
nolantara@hotmail.com
web: www.canadiangardening.
   com
Blog: www.canadiangardening.
   com/blogs/

doreen pollack
Down 2 earth Gardens, llC
1822 n. 12th st.

vvonier@privategardener.com
web: thewreathfactory.com

aLLied:

Bejo seeds, inc.
Jeff Trickett
1972 silver spur Place
oceano, CA 93445
(o) 805.473.2199
(H) 805.473.2199
j.trickett@bejoseeds.com

Bosch-garden & Watering
Heather Hughes
one sprinkler ln.
Peoria, il 61615
(o) 309.690.2464
heather.hughes@us.bosch.com

Bosch-garden & Watering
linda Knox
one sprinkler lane
Peoria, il 61615
(o) 309.690.2464
linda.knox@us.bosch.com

irish eyes garden seeds
Greg lutovsky
5045 robinson Canyon rd.
ellensburg, wA 98926
(o) 509.933.7150
(F) 509.962.4830
greg@irisheyesgardenseeds.com

plastec, div. of 
alice ink, inc.
susan Yeager
350 se 1st st.
Delray Beach, Fl 33483
(o) 800.659.9786 x13
susan@plastecproducts.com
web: www.plastecproducts.com

sakata seed
natalia Hamill
2508 lexington st.
lafayette, Co 80026

   Welcome to the following new members who joined the association in July and August 2010
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through Ed’s Children’s Garden. The first, led by 
ed, took folks back to childhood to experience the 
whimsical use of plants, sculpture and humor. Any-
one for a “flower bed?” The second was a bug walk 
by sharon Collman of wsu snohomish County ex-
tension to look for beneficial and predator insects in 
their natural settings. A good smattering of good and 
bad bugs was sighted including the elusive rhodo-
dendron root weevil and a small tree from perched 
on a leaf waiting for lunch.                 —pat Munts

Region Vii Meets in Toronto

Continued from page 20

After a delicious lunch, members were entertained by Paul 
zammit who inspired us with ideas for planting edible veg-
etables in containers. 

Regional Meeting
Wrap-Ups Continued

show that many varieties are cold hardy through 
usDA zone 6.

Ten varieties have been proven cold hardy 
to Zone 6A: Autumn Amethyst™, Autumn Carna-
tion™, Autumn Cheer™, Autumn lilac™, Au-
tumn royalty™, Autumn ruby™, Autumn san-
gria™, Autumn sundance™, Autumn sunset™, 
and Autumn Twist™.

in addition to the varieties cold hardy to 6A, 
nine additional varieties consistently exhibited 
solid cold hardiness in zone 6B: Autumn Bravo™, 
Autumn Carnival™, Autumn Debutante™, Autumn 
embers™, Autumn empress™, Autumn Mon-
arch™, Autumn Princess™, Autumn rouge™, 
Autumn sweetheart™

For best results in zones 6B and colder, gar-
deners should plant in spring or early summer. in 
zones 7-9, Encore Azaleas also benefit from fall 
and late summer planting. (EncoreAzalea.com)

Wingscapes Offers 
BirdCam 2.0

BirdCam 2.0 makes 
it easy to get close-
up photos of skittish 
birds. BirdCam 2.0 
is a motion-activated 
camera that auto-
matically takes pho-
tos of every bird that 
visits your feeder. 
The BirdCam 2.0 
“smart sensor” 

technology ignores feeder movement and mini-
mizes ‘empty’ shots, so you won’t have to sort 
through blank images. Viewing and sharing bird 
photos and videos from the BirdCam 2.0 is sim-
ple for anyone who has used a digital camera. 
(www.wingscapes.com)

ALLiEd nEWS Continued nEW MEMBERS Continued

Continued from page 22 Continued from page 25

(o) 303.993.6544
nhamill@sakata.com
web: www.sakata.com

sheila King Marketing + 
public Relations
sheila King
P.o. Box 10425
Chicago, il 60610
(o) 773.239.2220
(H) 312.622.3999
(F) 773.239.2336
sheilaking@skpr.net

stokes Tropicals
Glenn stokes
P.o. Box 9868
new iberia, lA 70562
(o) 337.365.6998
(H) 337.365.1961
(F) 337.365.6991
info@stokestropicals.com

Total pond
Ashley spangler-Cobb
1727 old okee Chobee rd., 
ste. A
west Palm Beach, Fl 33409
(o) 812.614.6074
aspangler@gmj-design.com
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on June 4, 50 region Vii members participated in 
an educational regional meeting at Toronto Botani-
cal Gardens. in the morning, a group of members 
enjoyed a Photography workshop led by Theresa 
Forte. Those attending said it was very informative 
and they learned lots of new tips. 

Many thanks to Veronica sliva (and her hus-
band walter) for arranging another great day.

—kathy Wood

http://EncoreAzalea.com
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November 3-5
international Floriculture Trade Fair 
(iFTF), expo Haarlemmermeer, Vijfhuizen, 
Holland. This show will be the industry wide event 
serving all segments of the floriculture process, 
especially growers, propagators, breeders and 
international trade. (www.hppexhibitions.com/
floriculture/) 

August 26-28
The 2010 Farwest show, produced by the 
oregon Association of nurseries in Portland, 
ore., kicks off with nursery tours on Aug. 23-24. 
The trade show and seminars run Aug. 26-28. 
in addition to the new Varieties showcase, 
seminars of interest to garden writers include 
“living walls;” “size Matters: Great Plants for 
small spaces” (cole Burrell); “natives for 
Vertical spaces;” and “elements of sustainable 
landscape Design.”  (http://farwestshow.com to 
register; Contact: Ann Murphy (503.682.5089 or 
amurphy@oan.org)

september 8-11
2010 Home garden seed association 
summer Conference and Trials, Geneva, 
n.Y. Tours will include the usDA Plant Genetic 
resources unit, Michael Mazourek’s organic 
vegetable trials at Cornell university, tours of other 
university and industry trial grounds and round 
table discussions. (www.ezfromseed.org)

september 10-13
garden Writers association annual 
symposium, Grand Hyatt Downtown, Dallas, 
Texas. (register online at www.gardenwriters.org 
and look for information on Facebook and Twitter)

september 20-22
glee, national exhibition Centre, 
Birmingham, england. Glee showcases the latest 
innovations, big brands and retail inspirations for 
six core sectors. exhibits include a diverse mix of 
products from garden tools and plants to outdoor 
furniture and landscaping essentials. (http://www.
gleebirmingham.com)

september 22
northeast Regional perennial plant 
association symposium, Mass Hort elm 
Bank Horticultural Center, wellesley, Mass. 
Adrian Bloom and regional speakers. (www.
perennialplant.org; 614.771.8431; ppa@
perennialplant.org)

september 23-25
The Landscape show, orange County 
Convention Center, orlando, Fl., Theme: “shifting 
Gears: The Adventure Ahead.” sponsored by 
the Florida nursery, Growers and landscape 
Association (www.fngla.org) 

september 29-30
CanWest Horticulture show, Vancouver 
Convention Centre, west Building, 1055 
Canada Place, British Columbia (http://www.
canwesthortshow.com) 

october 12-15
Horti Fair 2010, Amsterdam, netherlands, 
Theme: “earning sustainably.” (www.hortifair.nl/en/) 

october 15
perennial plant Conference, lang 
Performing Center, swarthmore College. Co-
sponsored by Chanticleer, longwood Gardens, 
the Hardy Plant society/Mid-Atlantic Group, 
the Pa. Horticultural society and the scott 
Arboretum of swarthmore College. (http://www.
perennialplantconference.org) 

october 28-30
green industry expo, Kentucky exposition 
Center, louisville, Ky. (www.gie-expo.com) 

dates & Events

Sept.  10-13,  2010

HYATT REGEnCY 
dALLAS, TEXAS

gardenwriters.org

Register now

62nd GWA
AnnUAL
SYMPOSiUM
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