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Working the Web

NOTE: The June issue of the Quill & Trowel newsletter 
will be the last printed copy. Future issues will only be 
published electronically and can be downloaded and 
printed from a computer. Hopefully, this will ease the 
concern of those that need a paper version to read.

blogs vs. Websites
By Doug Green

I was asked to touch on the 
major differences between 
a “blog” and a “website.” While these two software 

systems might appear to be quite similar, there are im-
portant differences to be aware of in both establishment 

Working the Web continued on page 20

Dallas symposium Committee 
plans garDen tours
By Mariana Greene

The local committee 
for the September 
GWA Annual Sym-

posium has lined up a col-
orful mix of gardens to give 
participants a broad view 
of garden styles in “Big 
D”, the eighth largest city 
in the United States. While 
the larger-than-life Texan 
characters on the TV show 
Dallas are — some might 
say unfortunately — spot 
on, we’ll take you on a tour 
of not only estate gardens, 
but also the city’s personal 
and handmade back yards 
and front yards, a composite of the Old South and 
the New West. Most are quixotic results of a person’s 
passion: a love for flowers, exotic tropicals or a green, 
sustainable lifestyle. 

Standouts include the Dallas Arboretum, high on a 
hill overlooking scenic White Rock Lake, and a public 
elementary school’s outdoor classroom that is a model 
for integrating science, math and history with compost-
ing, vegetables, weather data and earthworms. Because 
of Dallas’ mild winter climate, gardens are places of 
relaxation and venues for entertaining year-round. Yet, 
true to Texas style, you’ll see no two gardens alike on 
our round of visits. 

Symposium continued on page  21

Sculpture, Dallas Arboretum.

Consumers Favor garDen 
Centers For spring purChases

A record number of consumer households plans 
to purchase their early spring garden plants 
at garden centers and local retail stores com-

pared to mass merchants and DIY stores this spring. 
When the Garden Writers Association Foundation 
(GWAF) started tracking the early spring gardening 
preferences of consumers in 2005, only 40% of the re-
spondents planned to buy most of their spring plants 
at garden centers compared to 51% who favored mass 
merchants. 

Trends continued on page 22
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ScottsMiracle-
Gro (Thanks, 
Scotts!),  the 
topic,  “Sus-
tainable Urban 
G a rd e n i n g : 
Creating Habi-
tats for Plants, 
Wildlife and 
People,” was 
discussed on 
Apr. 15. Look 
for additional webinars in the future 
and if you have an idea for a topic, 
please let me know. GWA wants to 
increase this type of offering as a 
benefit to members and as an easy 
way to gather information and, 
again, an idea for your writing or 
photography.

It is not too early to mark your 
calendar for the GWA Annual Sym-
posium in Dallas (Sept. 10–13).  The 
Local Arrangements Committee, 
headed by Jimmy Turner of the Dal-
las Arboretum, is in full swing and 
planning great story tour destina-
tions for the jam-packed schedule. 
GWA Vice President Debra Prinz-
ing is also working to make the 
symposium a must attend event.              
Debra is putting together the sym-
posium’s educational program 
schedule and it is guaranteed to be 
a challenge for you to decide which 
sessions to attend.

As you can see, GWA has a 
variety of ways for you to par-
ticipate and take advantage of the 
benefits of membership. I hope 
you have participated in the ones 
mentioned here. You can check the 
GWA website for even more events 
and programs.

Great Spring Gardening!

Janel Leatherman
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presiDent’s message

After a long winter with 
unusual weather – record 
snowfall in Dallas – spring 

finally seems to be on its way. The 
local plant purveyors are awash 
with summer annuals and veg-
etables and I will be one of their 
best customers.

I hope you have, over the past 
few months, taken advantage of op-
portunities to network with fellow 
garden writers at regional meetings 
and member gatherings associated 
with the many flower and garden 
shows that have been held across 
the continent. There is no better 
medicine for a bad case of spring 
fever than gazing at colorful floral 
displays and intriguing landscape 
gardens. But the real reward is shar-
ing time and thoughts with fellow 
GWA members, be they old-timers 
or newbies, so check the GWA cal-
endar for events and meetings in 
your area.

Thank you to the judges for the 
GWA Media Awards (see page 16). 
As volunteers, they did a stellar 
job and we appreciate their hard 
work. The Silver Award winners 
are announced in this issue (see 
page 4).  Congratulations to those 
winners for their excellence. The 
Gold Awards will be revealed at the 
GWA Annual Symposium in Dallas 
in September.

The 2010 Early Spring Garden-
ing Trends Report is completed and 
the results are available for your 
use, be it general information or 
as the basis of an article or story. 
According to the survey, there was 
a significant change in consumer 
buying preferences with 54% stat-
ing they intend to purchase most 
of their spring gardening plants 
at a garden center. What does this 
mean? How can you interpret the 
survey results for profit?

Did you participate in the lat-
est Garden Writers Webinar? Made 
possible by a partnership with 
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2009-10 GWA
Officers & DirectOrs

Officers

President Janel Leatherman
 Zinnia Productions
Vice President Debra Prinzing
 Freelance
Treasurer Larry Hodgson
 HortiCom, Inc.
Secretary Kirk Brown
 Joanne Kostecky Garden Design
Past President Anne Marie Van Nest 
 Freelance
DirectOrs

Region I
 Irene Virag (2010 N)
  Freelance
 C.L. Fornari (2011 R)
  The Garden Lady
 Sabine Stezenbach (2010 R)
  The New York Botanical Garden
  
Region II
 Steve Maurer (2011 N)
  Nemours Museum & Gardens  
 Denise Cowie (2010 R)
  “Denise Cowie’s Backyard”
 Kathy Jentz (2011 R)
  Washington Gardener
 
Region III
 Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp (2010 N)
  Write for You!
 Christine Kelleher (2010 R)
  Aris Horticultural Services
 Susan Trusty (2011 R)
  Trusty Horticultural Consultations 
Region IV
 Linda Askey (2012 N)
  Freelance
 Bill Adams (2010 R)
  Freelance
 Becky Heath (2011 R)
  Brent & Becky’s Bulbs
 
Region V
 Melinda Myers (2010 N)
  Freelance
 Linda Nitchman (2010 R)
  Freelance
 Amy McDowell (2011 R)
  Freelance
Region VI
 Keith Muraoka (2011 N)
   Syndicated Columnist
 Pat Munts (2010 R)
  Spokesman Review
 Nan Sterman (2011 R)
  Plant Soup, Inc.
Region VII
 Veronica Sliva (2012 N)
  Sliva Communications
 Donna Dawson (2011 R)
  www.ICanGarden.com
 Kathy Wood (2010 R)
  Beyond the Garden Gate

helping us groW
The following members have been credited with recruiting new  

members in 2010. Each member who successfully recruits a new member 
receives a $15 credit toward next year’s dues, up to $85. Congratulations, and 
thank you to the following members for their help in making GWA grow.

exeCutive DireCtor’s report

Exec. Dir. continued on page 14

N = National Director
R = Regional Director

One New Member
Tom Alexander
Jennifer Bartley
Marianne Binetti
C. Colston Burrell
Tina Cooper
Mike Darcy
Donna Dawson

Gail Eichelberger
Shirlee Evans
Charlotte Germane
David Hobson
Doreen Howard
John Hunt
David Kuack

Janel Leatherman
Valerie Liney
Jeff Lowenfels
Laura Mathews
Steve Maurer
Pat Munts
Dee Nash

Debbie Roberts
Paul Rodman
Carolyn Roof
Hollen Schemmer
Cliff Sharples
Kelly Smith
Janet Valencis

teChnology raCes on
I bought my wife, JC, an iPad the 
day it was released by Apple. She 
says I bought it for me, and she is, 
as usual, correct. I am a Mac fanatic 
and, of course, I wanted to see what 
the buzz was all about.

My first opinion — amazing. 
The iPad is lightweight, ultra clear, 
easy to use, VERY fast and has an 
“as advertised” long-life battery. 
I was pleased with the basic WIFI 
model. (Hint: Start basic because 
Apple is notorious for launching 
new technology followed by rapid 
upgrades offering more for less cost. 
The really good stuff comes in six, 
twelve or eighteen months.)

I put the iPad in my wife’s 
hands, who is NOT a computer 
fanatic by any means, and she went 
directly to her favorite game. No 
FLASH!! She didn’t like it — BUM-
MER. My second opinion — disap-
pointment and buyer’s remorse. 
But after a few days, something 
interesting started happening.

I don’t normally spend much 
time reading newspapers online. 
The navigation is a pain, the screen 
is too far away at an odd angle, and 
even my digital monitor just isn’t 
comfortable for a lot of reading. My 
wife is a tried and true three-books-
a-week, got to have it in my hand, 
front-page to back-page newspaper 
reader every day. But, suddenly, we 
are sneaking the iPad away from 
each other and consuming more 

online information than ever before. 
JC’s in-my-hand book fetish cooled 
when she found the latest Patterson 
novel in the iBook Store at less than 
the cost of her member discount at 
Barnes & Noble.

For me, the ability to have a 
lightweight device I can hold at a 
comfortable angle, at a reasonable 
reading distance for viewing in my 
trifocal lenses, cemented the way I 
will use this technology. The new 
flick-your-finger navigation makes 
reading quick and easy, even fun. 
We both have continued to consume 
more online content.

one step Further
The iPad has also brought a new 
hope for revival of the gardening 
book market. Because gardening 
works great in multimedia commu-
nications (writing, photos, graphics 
and even video), the iPad has the 
potential to do for books, especially 
gardening books, what it did for the 
music industry.

Imagine an e-book where text 
and full-color photos and graphics 
integrates with audio and video for 
instructions and demonstrations. 
Need an example of what is possible 
today? Visit the existing technology 
at www.thewonderfactory.com and 
view the demo on Sports Illustrated, 
but substitute a garden book for the 
magazine, and you get the idea of 
where the iPad and similar devices 
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PHOTOGRAPHY
photography - magazine
• Jonathan Whittle, “Brazillian Bravura,” Garden Des

photography - book
• Roger Foley, A Clearing in the Woods: Creating Contem-

porary Gardens, The Monacelli Press

photography - CalenDar
• Robin Batchelor Cushman, “The Organic Kitchen 

Garden 2010 Calendar,” Amber Lotus Publishing

photography - portFolio
• Walter Chandoha, Homegrown Vegetables Portfolio

photography - eleCtroniC meDia
• Rob Cardillo, www.RobCardillo.com

ILLUSTRATION
illustration - book
• Sharon Lovejoy, Toad Cottages & Shooting Stars, 
 Workman Publishing

GRAPHIC DESIGN
graphiC Design - magazine
• Donna Reiss, “Reading Palms,” Garden Design

graphiC Design - book
• Dan Williams, The Dirt Cheap Green Thumb, 
 Storey Publishing

eleCtroniC meDia
• Robin Horton, Urban Gardens blog, 
 www.urbangardensweb.com

gWa meDia aWarDs

silver aWarD oF aChievement Winners

WRITING
Writing - magazine
• Jenny Andrews, “A Change in the Weather,” 
 Garden Design
• Doreen Howard, “Gardens for Recovery,” 
 The American Gardener
• Irene Virag, “Garter Snakes Will Charm You,” 
 Nature’s Garden
• Irene Virag, “Ultimate Eater,” Nature’s Garden
 
Writing - neWspaper
• Lisa Albert, “Put on a Show With Containers,” 
 The Oregonian
• Mariana Greene, “A Bit of the U.K. in Bloom,” 
 The Dallas Morning News 
• Kim Palmer, “Farming Out the Back Yard,” 
 Star Tribune

Writing - book
• judywhite, Bloom-Again Orchids, Timber Press
• Julie Moir-Messervy, Home Outside, 
 The Taunton Press 

Writing - Technical Book
• David Deardorff & Kathryn Wadsworth, 
 What’s Wrong With My Plant? (And How Do I Fix It?), 

Timber Press

Writing - neWsletter/bulletin/broChure
• Wendy Scott, “Our Urban Forest,” 
 Delaware Center for Horticulture 
Writing - eleCtroniC meDia
• Rhonda Fleming Hayes, “The Garden Buzz,” 
 www.thegardenbuzz.com
• Irvin Etienne, “Indianapolis Museum of Art Blog,” 

Indianapolis Museum of Art
• Linda Lehmusvirta, “Central Texas Gardener,” KLRU-TV

The Garden Writers Association Media Awards Program provides recogni-
tion for the vast talents of garden communicators in the areas of writing, 
photography, graphic design, illustration and electronic media such as 

radio, television and Internet communications. It is a means of showcasing 
the many exceptional works aired and/or published every year. Recognition 
for individual or collective achievement was awarded to 37 pieces of work 
published in 2009.

The Gold Award of Achievement winners are selected from the Silver 
Award of Achievement winners. The Gold Award winners will remain a secret 
until the GWA Annual Awards Banquet in Dallas, Texas, on Sept. 13.
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ON-AIR TALENT
on-air talent - raDio
• Willi Evans Galloway, Greg Rabourn and 
 Marty Wingate, Greendays Gardening Panel, 
 NPR, KUOW Seattle

OvERALL PRODUCT
overall proDuCt – magazine: over 100k CirCulation
• Bonnier Corporation, Garden Design: 
 September/October 2009

overall proDuCt - book
• Timber Press, The American Meadow Garden
• Stewart, Tabori & Chang, Power of Gardens

overall proDuCt – teChniCal book
• ENO Publishers, Rain Gardening in the South

overall proDuCt – neWsletter
• Morris Arboretum, “SEASONS: Fall 2009”

overall proDuCt – CalenDar
• Theresa M. Forte, “Gardens of Inspiration 
 2009 Calendar”

overall proDuCt – eleCtroniC meDia
• Grace Design Associates, www.gracedesignassociates.com

TRADE
traDe - neWsletter
• Monrovia, “Plant Savvy: July/August”

traDe - Catalog
• David Austin Roses, “David Austin 
 Handbook of Roses 2010”

traDe - magazine
• Randall-Reilly Publishing, Total Landscape Care: 
 November 2009

traDe – television
• University of Florida, Your Southern Garden

traDe - artiCle
• Total Landscape Care, “And Now For Something 

Completely Different”

traDe –speCial projeCts
• Linden Hill Gardens, Lessons from Linden Hill: 
 Design Tips and Planning Pointers

traDe – CalenDar
• Syngenta Flowers, “Syngenta Flowers/Goldsmith 

Seeds 2010”

the hyatt regenCy Dallas
site oF 2010 gWa symposium

The Hyatt Regency Dallas at Re-
union Tower is a four-diamond, 

award-winning hotel. The Hyatt 
features guest rooms and suites 
with luxurious bedding, wireless 
Internet ($9.95 per day) and video 
on demand TV. More information 
about the Hyatt is available at: 
www.dallasregency.hyatt.com

hotel Cut-oFF Date: aug. 20, 2010   
To make a hotel reservation at the 

Hyatt for the GWA Symposium call: 
214.651.1234.   

Mention Garden Writers Association for dis-
counted room rate: $145 USD single/double 
(https://resweb.passkey.com/go/GardenWriters2010)

sponsorship opportunities
gWa 2010 symposium

The GWA Annual Sym-
posium is the perfect 

place to promote your 
products and services 
to the largest gather-
ing of garden commu-
nication experts. Your 
sponsorship will give 
you direct contact with 
all of the GWA attend-
ees through the special PR 
opportunities only available 
to sponsors.

More information about this year’s spon-
sorship opportunities will be coming 
soon! Specific questions about sponsor-
ship opportunities can be addressed to 
meetings@gardenwriters.org.
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Patty Zehl’s mind is swimming with ideas. She 
has been jazzed since starting the Riley County, 
Kan., PAR in 2006. It was a much smaller town, 

with only one active community garden, so now she 
feels there are endless possibilities in Madison.

She now works with two programs to increase the 
amount of fresh vegetables provided to the low income 
citizens. These two programs are the Plant A Row for 
the Hungry (PAR) program and the local Food Pantry 
Gardens program that donates one hundred percent of 
the produce raised. 

This year, in the Madison area they expect to have 
52 community gardens. Patty is hoping to encourage 
as many as possible to become active PAR participants 
and to donate some of their harvest and weigh all their 
donations.  Many have given to food pantries in the 
past, but have not recorded their donations. 

In addition to the community gardens she hopes 
to work with the city neighborhood associations to en-
courage home gardeners within a community to work 
together to harvest from home gardens, collect, weigh 
and donate to their local food pantries as neighbor-
hood teams.  It was suggested that perhaps they may 
want to encourage a competition in the neighborhoods, 
which means weighing the donations are more likely 
to occur.

The other big project is helping with the creation 
or support of volunteer run Food Pantry Gardens.  In 
the past 10 years, Madison has had up to five larger 
one-acre gardens that have donated a total of about one 
million pounds of fresh veggies – over the last decade! 
This year, the gardeners are helping to increase the 
number of both large and small food pantry gardens 
that typically donate 100% of what they grow.

One way they have been able to increase the num-
ber of community gardens and food pantry gardens 
participating in PAR and get them to weigh their 
donations is to supply grant money to help them with 
capital expenses — irrigation equipment, tools, fence, 
shed, etc., if they have a sustainable PAR program, and 
agree to weigh their donations. The Share Your Harvest 
Garden grant program for 2010 was created and up to 
$20,000 in total grants will be given to eligible com-
munity gardens and food pantry gardens. Twenty-two 
applications have been received and are being pro-
cessed. A garden can receive up to $3,000 in funding, 
but, fortunately, many smaller gardens ask for less. 

Patty is convinced that PAR is right in that it’s criti-
cal for gardeners to weigh their donations. That sets up 
opportunities for competition both externally and inter-

nally. It also allows for increased media coverage and 
helps gardens in the future with applying for funding 
when they have a track record of charitable donations.

Patty Zehl was the Plant A Row for the Hungry coordinator 
in Riley County, Kan. Then she moved to Madison, Wis., last 
year as a VISTA volunteer.

plant a roW groWing
in maDison, WisConsin

“give baCk to gro” events

The Garden Writers Association and Plant A Row 
for the Hungry are long-time partners of The 

Scotts Miracle-Gro Company’s “Give Back To Gro” 
program that supports development of community 
gardens across the country. The first three events have 
been very successful. Vegetables from each of these 
gardens will be donated to local food pantries

New this year, a student in each location is 
chosen to receive the Youth Gardener Award. This 
award recognizes one area student for his/her con-
tribution to environmental leadership.

upComing events:

• apr. 28 — bentonville, ark. — 12:00 noon, RE Baker 
Elementary School, 301 NW 3rd St.

• may 4 — atlanta, ga. — 3:30 p.m., park area at 353 
Wilkinson Dr. SE

• may 12 — bronx, n.y. – The New York Botanical 
Garden (time to be determined)

• may 26 — Charlotte, n.C. — 4:00 p.m., Belmont Com-
munity Garden, 1321 Alexander St.

Please do what you can to promote these events so  
that we can spread the word about the Plant A Row for 
the Hungry program. For information on the upcom-
ing events, visit the GWA website (www.gardenwriters.
org) or contact PAR Program Administrator Carol 
Ledbetter (877.492.2727; par@gardenwriters.org).
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in a scene. Backlighting occurs when the light source 
is directly behind the subject. Images with backlighting 
have very strong shadow elements that create dramatic 
silhouettes. In addition to the direction (direct, side and 
back) of light, there is an angle to each direction as the 
sun rises and sets.

Quality of light is also an important consideration. 
Sunlight, overcast skies, open shade and reflected light 
all have a distinct quality to them. Bright sunlight is 
very strong and can overpower a subject. In macro 
photography, strong sunlight can rob a flower of its 
texture and color vitality. In these cases, a diffuser can 
often soften the harsh light. Strong mid day sunlight can 
also produce very harsh landscape pictures. Overcast 
lighting on a cloudy day produces images with a soft 
moody quality. Think of a foggy seashore scene. Open 
shade, where there is no discernible light direction, is 
flat lighting and lacks the ability to define shape and 
texture. Reflected light occurs when a wall or structure 
reflects light into an otherwise dark area. The use of a 
portable reflector can help add reflected light to blos-
som close-ups. 

The next time you are out in the gardens with your 
camera, try to be aware of the direction and the quality 
of the light before pressing the shutter. Consider how 
the light helps or hinders your photographic vision. A 
greater number of keepers will be your reward.

Alan Detrick is a freelance photographer and writer based in Glen 
Rock, N.J. He is the author and photographer of Macro Photog-
raphy For Gardeners and Nature Lovers from Timber Press. 
He and his wife, Linda, have a website at www.alandetrick.com. 
Their photography blog is www.alandetrick.com/blog.

Photographer’s Corner

lighting, lighting, lighting
By Alan Detrick

In Italian there is the word chiaroscuro, meaning 
light dark. During the Renaissance, Leonardo da 
Vinci introduced chiaroscuro in his paintings. His 

use of the interplay of light and dark areas gave his 
two-dimensional paintings and subjects a feeling of 
depth, texture, shape and relief.

Like most artists, photographers also employ light 
and shadow in their work. From a simple point-and-
shoot camera to the most advanced digital instrument, 
effective images require the careful consideration of 
lighting.

Besides just having enough light on a subject to take 
a picture, photographers also consider both the direc-
tion of light and the quality of the light. Three terms 
are used to describe the direction of light: direct light-
ing, side lighting and backlighting. Think of walking 
around your subject and how the light strikes it. Direct 
lighting occurs when the sun or any other light source 
falls directly on the subject. It lacks the shadows that 
give shape and interest to the subject. Images appear 
flat and uninteresting. Side lighting, where the light 
source comes from the right or left, creates a variety of 
highlights and shadows. The first hour after sunrise or 
the last hour before sunset are called “the golden hours” 
because of the low angled side lighting possibilities. 
Landscape and garden photographers like to be out 
early or late in the day to capture this dramatic lighting 

Need Legal Assistance?
Get FREE legal advice through

your GWA membership!

If you have a legal question regarding a writer’s 
issue, GWA’s legal counsel John Hazard will pro-
vide you with free basic consultation. Funded by 
the repatriated copyright fees received through 
the Authors Coalition each year, every member 
who participates in the annual Coalition genre 
survey is entitled to free legal assistance.

Call the GWA office for a referral.

703.257.1032
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Regional 
News & 

Notes
Region I
Margaret Roach will present, “Nonstop Plants: A 
Garden for 365 Days,” on Apr. 22 at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Chappaqua Public Library, 195 South Gree-
ley Ave., Chappaqua, N.Y. The program is 
presented by the Friends of Rocky Hills, 
a preservation project of The Garden 
Conservancy.

Julie Moir Messervy will lecture on 
her book, Home Outside, on Apr. 24 at the 7th Annual 
Great Gardens and Landscaping Symposium in Man-
chester, Vt. Julie is looking for attractive but modest 
residential landscape projects for the next book in the 
Home Outside series. E-mail submissions to info@jmmds.
com. The 2010 Vermont Stone Workshop, featuring Julie 
and eminent “stone-waller” Dan Snow, is scheduled 
for July 22-25 in Westminster, Vt. (http://blog.jmmds.
com/category/events/)

Jeanne Daniele and Judith Irven will be guest speak-
ers at the 2010 Central Vermont Garden Show, “Gardens 
of Earthy Delights,” on Apr. 24-25. The Barre Beautiful 
fund-raiser benefits the historic Old Labor Hall in Barre 
City, Vermont, where the show also takes place.

Vincent A. Simeone will present “New and Excit-
ing Trees and Shrubs for the Forward-thinking Garden-
er” on Apr. 24 at the Western Pennsylvania Gardening 
and Landscaping Symposium at Chatham University 
in Pittsburgh. He will lecture about “Flowering Small 
Trees and Shrubs” on May 1 at the New York Botanical 
Garden, Bronx, N.Y.

Ellen Spector Platt will present two lectures/work-
shops on container gardening as part of the national 
“Gardening How-To” series. On Apr. 27, she’ll be at 
Waterloo Gardens near Philadelphia and on Apr. 29 
she’ll be at Hicks Nurseries on Long Island. At both 
events she’ll be signing her book, Lavender: How to Grow 
& Use the Fragrant Herb.

Ellen Zachos will teach a six-week “Fundamentals 
of Gardening” class starting Apr. 27 at the new mid-
town Manhattan location of the New York Botanical 
Garden. On June 9, she’ll lecture on “Perennials” at 
the Bedford, N.Y., garden club, and on June 21 and 28, 
she’ll teach a two-part class on “Terrace Gardening” at 
the NYBG Manhattan campus.

Judith Irven will present a class on “Sustainable 
Landscape Design” on Apr. 29 and May 6, at the 

Lodge at Otter Creek in Middlebury, Vt. 
Judith will speak about “Hidden Gems 

and Grand Designs: An Insiders Guide 
to North Country Gardens” at the annual 
meeting of the International Lilac Society 
on May 14 at the Shelburne Museum in 

Shelburne, Vt. 
Suzanne Thompson will demonstrate “Edi-

ble Combinations and Crazy Containers” at Smith’s 
Acres in Niantic, Conn., on Apr. 30. (www.smithsacres.
com) Suzanne has launched “Sound Decisions,” a series 
of podcasts and articles focusing on efforts to reduce 
residential pollution in the Long Island Sound. (www.
savetheriver-savethehills.org/sound-decisions)

Jeanne Daniele kicks off the Central Vermont 
spring season on May 1 with  “The Educated Gardener 
at Agway,” a six-week clinic/workshop series for home 
gardeners at the Agway Farm and Garden Center in 
Montpelier, Vt. Jeanne will cover tomato blight in the 
first workshop, titled “The Edible Landscape.”  

Penny O’Sullivan will talk about trees and sign 
copies of her book, The Homeowner’s Complete Tree & 
Shrub Handbook, on May 2 at Quail Ridge Books in 
Raleigh, N.C.

Michael Ruggiero will lecture on May 2 on “Deer 
Resistant Shade Perennials” at the Phantom Gardener, 
Rhinebeck, N.Y.

Karla Dalley will present two lectures on “Holland 
Bulbs for All Seasons” – on May 10 at the Redding, 
Conn., Garden Club and on May 25 at the Hadlyme, 
Conn., Garden Club. On May 13, she will lecture at the 
East Haven, Conn., Garden Club on “Creative Con-
tainer Designs,” including edibles in containers. Read 
her blog at http://gardendaze.wordpress.com.   

Kim Smith will teach “Your Garden as Habitat” at 
the Arnold Arboretum of Harvard University on May 
11, 18, 25 and June 1, from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Kim 
will discuss the elements needed to make gardens 
welcoming to birds, bees, butterflies and other wildlife. 
Kim will also speak about her book, Oh Garden of Fresh 
Possibilities!, at the Cape Cod Rhododendron Festival 
on June 4 at 11:00 a.m.

Lorraine Ballato will teach a class on “The Ins and 
Outs of Self Watering Containers” at The New York Bo-
tanical Garden, Bronx, N.Y., on May 15 at 10:00 a.m.  
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Karen Bussolini will teach a five-hour workshop 
titled “Nature and the Garden: Through the Photogra-
pher’s Eye” about photography and the art of seeing 
on May 15 at The New York Botanical Garden. On 
May 26, she’ll give a slide lecture, “Solving Slopes,” at the 
Frelinghuysen Arboretum in Morristown, N.J. She will 
present “Designing with Elegant Silvers” on Apr. 20 at 
the Vancouver Hardy Plant Society in Vancouver, B.C., 
and on Apr. 21 at the Whatcom Horticultural Society 
in Bellingham, Wash.

Kerry Ann Mendez will lead a hands-on garden 
design clinic at Basin Harbor Club in Vergennes, Vt., 
on May 15-16. Participants will design a garden for this 
700-acre resort. (www.pyours.com/gardenclasses.html)

Irene Virag will be the keynote speaker at the 
Sayville Garden Club’s annual luncheon on May 17 at 
Land’s End Restaurant in Sayville, N.Y. Reservations 
required. (631.567.2204 or www.irenevirag.com)

Dency Kane will speak on “Pathways:  Illuminat-
ing Landscapes Through Photography and Poetry” at 
the Huntington Public Library in Huntington, N.Y., on 
May 20 and at the Oceanside Public Library in Ocean-

side, N.Y., on June 10.  Later in June, Dency travels to 
Lexington, Ky., to photograph gardens and participate 
in an equine photography workshop given by the Ger-
man photographer Gabriel Boiselle.

Bedrock Gardens in Lee, N.H., will host an open 
house with self-guided tours on May 22 and June 5 
from 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. (www.finegarden.com and 
bedrockgardens.org)

Judith B. Tankard will lecture about her new book, 
Beatrix Farrand: Private Gardens, Public Landscapes, at the 
Chicago Botanic Garden (Ill.) on May 23, and the Polly 
Hill Arboretum on Martha’s Vineyard (Mass.) on June 
30. (www.judithtankard.com)

Peter Garnham was awarded an $8,304 USDA grant 
for an experiment to graft heirloom tomatoes for field 
production. He manages the 42-acre East End Commu-
nity Organic Farm in East Hampton, N.Y., where most 
of the work will take place. Hundreds of grafted tomato 
plants will be distributed to three commercial farms for 
field planting, and a report on their performance will 
be published at the end of the study.

—Irene Virag

Gloria Day will lecture for the NGC 
Landscape Design School in Gettysburg, 
Pa., on Apr. 20 and Apr. 27 on “Color 
in the Landscape” and “Guidelines for 
Evaluating Landscape Design.”

Lesley Parness is busy hosting at 
the Frelinghuysen Arboretum: May 26, 
Karen Bussolini will talk about “Solving 
Slopes;” and June 6, the Watnong Chapter of the North 
American Rock Garden Society’s “Trough Day” features 
Judy Glattstein. (www.arboretumfriends.org)

Charlotte Kidd is representing the National Gar-
dening Association at ScottsMiracle-Gro “Give Back To 
Gro” community garden events — Bentonville, Ark., 
on Apr. 28; Atlanta, Ga., on May 4; New York Botanical 
Garden, Bronx, N.Y., on May 12; Charlotte, N.C., on 
May 26. Charlotte will encourage students to “Eat a 
Rainbow,” an NGA activity teaching the health benefits 
of eating a colorful variety of fruits and vegetables. 

Alan Detrick’s teaching season begins with a day-
long macro photography workshop (GWP934) at The 
New York Botanical Garden on Apr. 30. (www.nybg.
org) Class size is limited. Interested in lots of macro 
photography tips and solutions? Download or listen to 
any or all of Alan’s six-part podcast by going to www.
timberpress.com.

Stephanie Cohen will be at a book signing on May 1 
at the West Point Nursery in Pa., May 8 at Maine Coastal 
Botanic Garden Symposium in Portland, Ore., with John 
Greenlee, Bill Cullina, and Lee Schneller. On May 9 
she will speak at the Maine Coastal  Botanic Garden 

and then she travels to White Plains, N.Y., 
for the Herb Society of New York on May 
20. From there, it’s the Hamptons for their 
plant society on May 23 and she’ll finish the 
month at Morris Arboretum on May 25.

Marta McDowell will present “A 
Gardener’s Guide to Emily Dickinson” 
on May 2 at the New York Botanical Gar-

den. This is a part of the Garden’s Spring Exhibition 
“Emily Dickinson’s Garden: The Poetry of Flowers,” 
which runs from Apr. 30 - June 13.

Jack Carman will be an instructor at the Chicago 
Botanic Garden Healing Garden Certificate Program on 
May 5-9. Jack will also lecture at the Eden Alternative 
International Conference, June 14, in Denver, Colo., 
on the topic of “Developing Affordable Therapeutic 
Gardens.”

On May 11, Adam Levine will present a lecture 
at the Morris Arboretum of the Univ. of Pennsylvania, 
titled “From Creek to Sewer: A History of Topographi-
cal Change in Philadelphia.” On May 15, Adam will 
lead a tour that follows the path of Philadelphia’s 
Wingohocking Creek.  (www.phillyh2o.org/backpages/
upcoming_lectures.htm)

George Weigel just launched his own website — 
www.georgeweigel.net. George hits the road for a monthly 
series of garden-themed trips with Lowee’s Group 
Tours (www.lowees.com). Trips include a May 14 “Plant 
Nerd Excursion” to garden centers in Bucks County; a 
June 11 trip to gardens in Annapolis, Md.; and a five-
day gardener’s vacation to Sonnenberg (N.Y.) Gardens, 
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Niagara Falls and Garden Walk Buffalo on July 21-25.
On May 22, Jerry Fritz will sign his book, Lessons 

From Linden Hill, at Arts Alive in Quakertown, Pa. On 
June 21, Jerry will give a lecture and book signing again 
at the NEPA Garden Clubs Luncheon in Hawley, Pa. 
(www.lindenhillgardens.com).

Kathy Jentz will lead “The Future of Local Gar-
dening” Panel Discussion on May 23. The event is 
presented by Washington Gardener magazine and the 
Historic Society of Washington, D.C. The occasion will 
also celebrate the 5th anniversary of the magazine, so 
stop by for bubbly and cake. (www.historydc.org)

Dan Benarcik, Stephanie Cohen and Angela 
Treadwell-Palmer will speak at the 20th annual Na-
tive Plants in the Landscape Conference and Plant 
Sale, June 2-5 at Millersville University in Lancaster 
County, Pa. The conference includes a tour of North 
Creek Nurseries led by Steve Castorani and Carrie 
Wiles. (www.millersvillenativeplants.org)

Lois J. de Vries will present an overview of 
“Cultivating the Inner Gardener: Gardening for 
Personal Growth” on June 5 at Donaldson’s 
Greenhouse and Nursery’s Perennial Fest in 
Hackettstown, N.J. (www.donaldsongreenhouse.com/
home.html)

Wendy Scott (wscott@dehort.org) invites GWA 
members to volunteer as judges for the 28th Annual City 
Gardens Contest in Wilmington, Del. (www.dehort.org/
events_education/contest.php) The deadline to apply is 
June 26 and the judging will take place on July 11.

Derek Fell has designed a series of gardens for 
the Green Education Foundation, a non-profit group 
headquartered in Walpole, Mass., and dedicated to 
helping schools establish 10,000 new children’s gardens 
in the U.S. during 2010. The plans feature small-space 
individual children’s plots as well as larger community 
plots. The plans can be seen on the foundation’s web-
site. (www.greeneducationfoundation.org)

Raymond A. Edel was recently named the 2010 

president of the Master Gardener Association of Pas-
saic County, N.J.

upComing events:
• Apr. 24, 6:30 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. — Rare Plant Auction 
– Commemorate the 30th Anniversary of the one and 
only Rare Plant Auction®, The Delaware Center for 
Horticulture’s largest annual fundraiser. (302.658.6262 
x100; rareplantauction.org)
• May 8–15 — Discover The DCH Week – A week of 
discovery awaits you at The Delaware Center for Hor-
ticulture. Loyal and new members alike will enjoy a 
week jammed-packed with activity. (302.658.6262 ext. 
100; TheDCH.org)
• June 10,  5:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. — Wilmington’s Public 
Gardens: A Progressive Picnic –Enjoy an evening with a 
progressive picnic supper hosted by Wilmington’s pub-
lic gardens: historic Goodstay Gardens; the delightfully 
secluded Gibraltar Gardens designed by Marion Coffin; 
The DCH Gardens in Trolley Square; and the Josephine 
Rose Garden in Brandywine Park. (302.658.6262 x100; 
TheDCH.org)
• June 19 — 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. — Private Gems Gar-
den Tour – A behind-the-scenes peek at eight private 
gardens in Wilmington and southeastern Pennsylvania. 
(302.658.6262 x100; TheDCH.org)
• Linden Hill Gardens events (Ottsville, Pa.; lindenhill-
gardens.com/events/): Apr. 24-25 — Linden Hill Garden-
ing School; May 8-9 — Lilac Festival; May 15-16 — 
Works for Walnuts; May 22-23 — Outrageous Annuals; 
June 5-6 — Perennial Extravaganza.
• The Scott Arboretum events (Swarthmore, Pa., scot-
tarboretum.org): May 15 — Members’ Plant Exchange 
& Sales; May 17 — Green Roof Tour; May 21 — Hor-
ticulture Seminar: Oaks, Hickories and Large Native 
Trees; May 22 — Colored Pencils: Miniature Vistas of 
the Scott Arboretum; May 26 — Private Gardens of the 
Baltimore Area bus trip.

—Steve Maurer

Felder Rushing will be at the Indianapolis 
Museum of Art on Apr. 22 giving a talk for 
the 40th anniversary of Earth Day. He will 
be addressing “slow” gardening for cheap-
skates, alternatives to the oppressive lawn, 
and irreverent approaches to horticulture 
that are also more sustainable. 

Ian Adams will hold a workshop on 
“Blending Art and Nature: Carver’s Pond 
Photo Workshop,” at Holden Arboretum, 
Kirtland, Ohio, on June 20. (www.holdenarb.org/visit/
blending-art-nature.asp)

Rosie Lerner is making plans for Purdue Univer-
sity’s Master Gardener study abroad program in Eng-
land this July. One of the stops for the group will be The 

Bressingham Gardens, where Christine Kelle-
her will meet up with the group for Adrian 
Bloom’s international press day event.

Laura Kunkle invites Region III GWA 
members to attend the OFA Short Course. 
The trade show runs July 10 -13 in Columbus, 
Ohio. The OFA is again graciously offering free 
registration for the show’s 4-Day General Reg-
istration package. This is a $400 value, which 
includes the trade show, new varieties, new 

products and all General Session educational programs 
being offered on Saturday through Tuesday. (www.
ofa.org). Watch for registration information or contact 
Christine Kelleher no later than May 31 (Christine.
kelleher@arishort.com or 800.232.9557, ext. 2512).
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Maria Zampini announced a new introduction 
Golden Ruby™ Dwarf Variegated Barberry, available 
in garden centers this spring. This variety stands out 
with its unique color transformation throughout the 
season. (lakecountynursery.com)

upComing events:

ohio
• Apr. 24-25: Cleveland Botanical Gardens (cbgarden.
org) - Daffodil Show
• Apr. 30 – May 2: Holden Arboretum, Kirtland (holden 
arb.org) - Arbor Day Celebration and presentation by 
Gary Watson, Ph.D. of the Morton Arboretum
• May 6-9: Toledo Botanical Gardens (toledogarden.org) 
- Spring Plant Sale
• May 8: Ohio Herb Education Center, Gahanna - May 
Herb Day 2010 includes herb sales, presentations on 
whole food philosophy and healing arts (cathy.phillips@
gahanna.gov)
• May 8: Hayes Arboretum (hayesarboretum.org) – 

Spring Mushroom Program with Dr. Don Ruch, Ball 
State University professor 
• May 14: Dawes Arboretum, Newark (dawesarb.org) - 
Plant Sale & Garden Fair

inDiana
• June 5-6: Garfield Park Conservatory Bonsai Show 
(www.garfield-conservatory.org)

miChigan
• May 7-9: University of Michigan, Matthaei Botanical 
Gardens - Spring Plant Sale
• May 8-9: Herb Society of America - Grosse Point 
Woods spring herb sale includes HAS 2009 test plants 
and presentations (kmaxwell66@comcast.net)
• May 15-16: Frederik Meijer Gardens, Grand Rapids 
(meijergardens.org) - Michigan All-State Bonsai Show
• May 21: Leila Arboretum Society, Battle Creek 
(leilaarboretumsociety.org) - 2010 Plant Sale

—Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp & Christine Kelleher

Cherie Foster Colburn invites all to 
an Earth Day garden event to be held 
at Anthropologie, The Woodlands 
Mall (Houston, Texas) on Apr. 22, 
where she will be reading and 
signing her children’s book, Our 
Shadow Garden, published by Bright 
Sky Press. (Contact: Anthropologie, 
281.419.3453).

June Mays  will present “Gardens as Sanctuary” 
at the Sacred Heart Garden Festival in Augusta, Ga., 
on Apr. 23. (www.sacredheartgardenfestival.com)

Helen Yoest will speak at the North Carolina 
Garden Club on “Gardens to Remember” on Apr. 25 
and “Beyond Bunnies, Accenting Your Garden With 
Art” on May 11.

Barry Glick will speak for the following programs: 
Apr. 28, Lewisburg (W.Va.) House & Garden Club 
(Contact: Lynn Weikle – 304.647.5713); May 1, Garden 
Education Series, Lavalette Nursery Huntington, 
W.Va. (Contact: Mark Springer – 304.523.8491); 
May 2, Chestnut Hill Garden Festival, Philadelphia, 
Pa. (Contact: Kate O’Neill - 215-.247.6696); May 8-9, 
Garden Fair, Boyce, Va. (Contact: Ned – 540.837.1758); 
May 15 – Green Spring Garden Day, Alexandria, Va. 
(Contact: Nancy Olney – 703.642.5173); June 3-5 - 
Millersville Native Plant Symposium, Millersville, Pa. 
(Contact: PTE Office 717.872.3030).

Karen Dardick has been actively promoting 
gardening and garden events in her new home in 
Natchez, Miss. She is the founder of the Symphony 
of Gardens Tour, and heads this fourth annual award-

winning event, which features self-
guided tours of notable Natchez 
gardens, plus an informative 
workshop, Apr. 30 and May 1. (www.
symphonyofgardenstour.com)

Kristin and Stephen Pategas 
will present their newest program, 
“Contain It! The Guide to Container 
Gardening with Color and Drama” at 

Harry P. Leu Gardens in Orlando, Fla., on May 6. They 
are now garden columnists for The Park Press based in 
Winter Park, Fla., writing the new bi-monthly column 
“In the Garden.”

David J. Ellis will be signing copies of the 
American Horticultural Society’s New Encyclopedia 
of Gardening Techniques during the Smithsonian 
Institution’s Fourth Annual Garden Fest on May 8. 
Part of National Public Gardens Day, the event will be 
held in the Smithsonian’s Enid A. Haupt Garden on 
the National Mall in Washington, D.C.

Barbara Wise has just launched a website, www.
bwisegardening.com, that allows local Tennesseans to 
order container planting online and provides helpful 
gardening information on her blog www.bwisegardening.
blogspot.com. Barbara hosts the Westhaven Courtyard 
Garden Tour on May 14-16 in Franklin, Tenn. 

Ann McCormick will be a featured speaker at the 
Greater Fort Worth Herb Festival on May 15 at the Ft. 
Worth Botanic Gardens. Her talk will be based on her 
new book 10 Must-Have Herbs For Cooks.

Greg Grant invites members to the Stephen F. 
Austin State University Pineywoods Native Plant 
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Center that will host the 5th Lone Star Regional Native 
Plant Conference on June 2-5 in Nacogdoches, Texas. 
(http://arboretum.sfasu.edu; Dawn Stover 936.468.4404; 
dparish@sfasu.edu)

Sylvia Hoehns Wright will speak June 9 at 
the  Science Museum of Virginia, on “From Eco-weak to 
Eco-chic: Landscape Green” (www.smv.org) and June 
23  on “Create a Brand Name, You!” to the International 
Floriculture Expo. (www.floriexpo.com)

Pat Lanza will be in Southhaven, Miss., June 10-
12, at the Southaven Arena for the Mississippi State 
Master Gardeners Convention, where she will present 
talks on “Lasagna Gardening with Herbs” and “Going 
Green with Black, White and Brown.”

The American Horticultural Society’s 2010 Great 
American Gardeners Awards Banquet will be held 
June 10 at the Society’s River Farm headquarters 

in Alexandria, Va. Awards will be presented to 12 
national award winners and the publishers of four 
award-winning books. (More information on page 18.)

Veteran Wall Street Journal reporter Anne Marie 
Chaker is now covering gardening for the paper.

Linda Askey joins several other GWA members 
as regional bloggers for Lowe’s. Follow her at http://
gardengrowalong.blogspot.com/search/label/South.

Brent and Becky Heath will be leading a group of 
Americans on a “behind the scenes tour” of growing 
areas in The Netherlands and to wonderful gardens in 
England for two weeks in May. 

Pam Lowney recently completed a North 
Carolina State University course to become a Certified 
Residential Rain Garden Professional.

—Linda Askey

Region v
Melinda Myers will speak on Apr. 20 at 
the Cincinnati Flower Show on “Afford-
able Eco-friendly Makeovers.” And then 
back to Wisconsin for Growing Green 
Environmentally Friendly Landscape 
on May 8 from 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon 
at the Waukesha Water & Energy Ef-
ficiency Expo. 

Allan Pollok-Morris has a large exhibition running 
at the Chicago Botanic Garden on Apr. 24 – Sept. 26. 
(http://www.chicagobotanic.org/exhibitions/close.php)

Denny Schrock will speak on “Waterwise Perenni-
als” at Loki Gardens on May 1, and “Bulbs of Holland” 
at the Iowa Arboretum on May 12.

Kelly Norris will speak at the Baker Creek Spring 
Planting Festival on May 2-3 and on May 6 at the 
National Hardware Show in Las Vegas. His family’s 
nursery, Rainbow Iris Farm (www.rainbowfarms.net), will 
be open from May 8 - June 4 to celebrate the iris bloom 
season.  After the bloom season, he’ll chair a panel ses-
sion at the American Iris Society national meeting in 
Madison, Wis., on June 2.

Better Homes and Gardens is teaming with the 
American Public Gardens Association to promote 
public gardens, especially on May 7, which is National 
Public Gardens Day. New or renewing garden mem-
bers will receive a free subscription to Better Homes 
and Gardens. To find a public garden near you, go to 
BHG.com/publicgardens.

Sylvia Bernstein will present an Aquaponics 
Course  on May 8, 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon, at the Lyons 
Farmette Sustainability Center in Lyons, Colo. Aqua-
ponics is a new way of growing plants organically and 
dirt-free using fish waste as plant food, while using 
considerably less  water than soil-based gardening.  

Amy Sitze is leading two container 
gardening classes for the National Home 
Gardening Club: the Minneapolis area on 
May 11 and the Chicago area on May 13. 
The classes are part of a 10-city series (www.
gardeningclub.com/events).

Deb Wiley, president-elect of the Friends 
of the Des Moines Botanical Center, invites 

you to “Florist to the Stars” on May 21. Kimm Birkicht 
who designs floral arrangements  will speak at the Des 
Moines Botanical & Environmental Center. Contact: 
debwiley@hotmail.com.

Region V Summer Meeting - Quad Cities – June 
25 — Make plans to attend. (Information on page 25 of 
this issue or visit www.gardenwriters.org) Contact: Amy 
McDowell (amyandtim1@yahoo.com; 515.210.6505)

Mike Mangan announced that WORX® has teamed 
up with the Arbor Day Foundation to plant one million 
trees in our national forests to celebrate the company’s 
launch of their new electric chain saws. When consum-
ers buy a WORX product they can choose to plant a tree 
by donating $1 to the Arbor Day Foundation. WORX 
automatically matches the donation dollar for dollar, 
tree for tree. (www.worxyardtools.com)

Barbara Lawton and daughter, Cindy Gilberg, have 
completed their co-authored manuscript on the history 
of the Shaw Nature Reserve for the Missouri Botanical 
Garden. Production should be completed by summer.

Ed Lyon is now putting his efforts into a new 
theme for Allen Centennial Gardens, called “Pretty 
& Practical,” which will demonstrate plants that are 
both decorative yet utilitarian, including beverages/
teas, textiles/dyes, herbal, culinary, agronomic, cutting, 
dried/everlasting, and ornamental edible.

—Melinda Myers
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Carolyn Singer will give a propagation 
workshop in Colfax, Calif., on Apr. 22. 
(www.carolynsingergardens.com)

Debra Lee Baldwin will speak about 
her book, Succulent Container Gardens, 
on Apr. 24, Southern California Spring 
Garden Show, South Coast Plaza, Costa 
Mesa (www.springgardenshow.com); May 5, 
7:00 p.m., Malibu Garden Club, Pt. Dume 
Clubhouse, 29500 W. Heathercliff Rd., Malibu; May 12, 
11:00 a.m., Point Loma Garden Club, Portuguese Hall, 
2818 Avenida de Portugal, San Diego; and May 15, 
evening, Tucson Cactus & Succulent Society, Sonoran 
VIII conference, Tucson.

Barbara Murray will present “Drought Tolerant 
Gardening for the Inland Empire,” at the Spokane, 
Wash., Garden Expo, on May 8. She will also present, 
“Bhutan, it’s People, Culture and Plants,” on May 17 at 
7:00 p.m. for the Spokane Mountaineers. It will feature 
her photography from a recent trip to Bhutan.

Marianne Binetti will celebrate her new book, 
Edible Gardening, by speaking about landscaping with 
orna-edibles in her talks titled “How to Eat Your Front 
Yard” at the Enumclaw Spring Fair (Apr. 24, King 
County Fairgrounds); Nisqually Home and Garden 
Show (Apr. 25, Yelm); Elma Home and Garden Show 
(May 15 and May 16, Elma Fairgrounds); and  Federal 
Way Spring Fair (May 8, Federal Way Commons). 

Dawn Hummel will speak at The Oregon Garden, 
Silverton, Ore., on May 15 on “Building and Maintain-
ing Sustainable School Gardens.” Dawn has been ac-
cepted as the Tree and Shrub Buyer position for Dennis 
7 Dees Garden Center, Cedar Hills location.

Pam Peirce will give two presentations to continue 
promotion of her book, Golden Gate Gardening: May 22, 
Guadalupe River Park and Garden, San Jose, Calif.; 
and May 29, Common Ground in Palo Alto, on “Cli-
mate and Microclimate.” Her blog is goldengategarden.

typepad.com.
Mary Ann Newcomer reported that the 

23rd annual Idaho Botanical Garden Tour will 
be held on June 13, 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., rain 
or shine. (208.850.6033)

Lucy L. Hardiman and C. Colston Burrell 
are presenting “Sustaining the Written Word: 
Creative Garden Writing in the Information 
Age” in Portland, Ore., July 13-16. (Contact: 

Lucy, lucyflora@comcast.net)
Lou Murray has started a blog about her efforts to 

keep hens and grow herbs, fruits and vegetables in her 
tiny urban yard in coastal southern California. (http://
greenlifeinsocal.wordpress.com)

Teaming With Microbes, The Gardener’s Guide to 
The Soil Food Web, Jeff Lowenfels’ best selling, break-
through book on the science of gardening published in 
2006, has been revised, updated and re-titled Teaming 
With Microbes: The Organic Gardener’s Guide to The Soil 
Food Web.

The Pacific Northwest has a new team blog as 
longtime Muck About blogger and photographer Debbie 
Teashon is joined by Jeanne Keyes and Wendy Tweten. 
Muck About focuses on gardening topics and events 
west of the Cascades in an informational and slightly 
sassy format at www.muckaboutblog.com.

By the time you read this, numerous GWA mem-
bers will have already attended and participated at the 
25th annual San Francisco Flower & Garden Show. The 
new owners of the show hosted a special reception for 
GWA on the opening night of the show. GWA Region 
VI national director Keith Muraoka reported that 
many members spoke at the show, including Rosalind 
Creasy, Pamela Peirce, Saxon Holt, Renee Shepherd 
and Debra Lee Baldwin. The San Francisco show is the 
fourth largest show of its kind in the U.S. 

—Keith Muraoka 

On Apr. 23  at 6:30 p.m., 211 Bernard Ouest, 
Montreal,Librairie Drawn & Quarterly Bookstore will 
be hosting a signing for Gayla Trail’s new book, Grow 
Great Grub: Organic Food from Small Spaces.

On Apr. 25 at 2:00 p.m., Valerie Liney and Jenni-
fer Walton will present “Attracting Songbirds to Your 
Garden”  for the Lake Simcoe South Master Gardeners 
at the Georgina Public Library, Peter Gzowski Branch, 
Sutton, Ontario.

On May 6, Larry Sherk will speak to the Caledon 

Garden Club, Caledon, Ontario, on “That Spot in Your 
Garden.”

Allan Mandell will have an exhibition of his fine 
art garden photography at Lúz Gallery in Victoria, 
B.C., on  May 6 - June 12.  The show, entitled “Sensing 
Spirit,” will feature large-scale prints as well as boxed 
portfolios. (http://www.luzgallery.com/)

Caroline Holmes is course director for a study 
weekend June 25-27 — “The French Garden at its 
zenith – the Sun King and Le Notre – radiant and 
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radiating. Vaux le Vicompte, Versailles, Chantilly, and 
lost landscapes;” University of Cambridge Institute of 
Continuing Education weekend course at Madingley 
Hall; course code: COR 166 (www.cont-ed.cam.ac.uk)

Niki Jabbour will host season four shows of 
“The Weekend Gardener,” a call-in radio show that 
airs across the Maritime provinces every Sunday from 
11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. The new season starts on May 23 
and airs on News 95.7 FM, News 91.9 FM and News 
88.9 FM.

Wendy Downing and Veronica Sliva have part-
nered to launch their new Garden Excursions venture. 
Throughout the year they will offer garden-inspired 
day trips. The first event is registering now: June 13 
— The Peony Festival at the Oshawa Valley Botanical 
Gardens and Parkwood.  (http://slivacommunications.
com/Tours.htm or contact Wendy, wendydowning@cogeco.
ca or Veronica, vsliva@rogers.com)

Canada has a new magazine. Beckie Fox has 
launched Garden Making. The magazine aims to inspire 
and inform Canada’s gardeners and  promises that each 
issue will include more than 70 editorial pages, in full 
color. (www.gardenmaking.com)

—Veronica Sliva

23 Tulip Drive
PO Box 638
Bantam, CT 06750
Phone: (860) 567-8734
Fax: (860) 567-6089
www.vanengelen.com

John Scheepers
23 Tulip Drive
PO Box 638
Bantam, CT 06750
Phone: (860) 567-0838
Fax: (860) 567-6089
www.johnscheepers.com

Serving America’s finest gardens since 1908.

BEAUTY FROM BULBS
Bring the special beauty of bulbs to your family’s
garden from our extensive collection of over 800
varieties of flower bulbs and bareroot herbaceous

peonies. The best of the Dutch harvest, our
bulbs are available in smaller quantities from

John Scheepers and in larger units with
volume discounts through Van Engelen.

For copies of Van Engelen’s 52-page wholesale
price list and John Scheepers 88-page color

Beauty From Bulbs catalog, contact our family’s
companies. Don’t forget to ask for our 60-page

Kitchen Garden Seeds catalog for the best of
gourmet vegetable, herb and flower seeds.

The third generation in flower bulbs, Jan Ohms was raised
in Holland’s bulb district before moving to the U.S. He has

been credited with helping to expand the use of Dutch flower
bulbs in American gardens. For colorful personal stories

about the Dutch flower bulb industry, horticultural
information and color photographs, just give us a call.

QT30
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can take our profession TODAY, not just sometime in 
the future.

We just entered the next phase of publishing. It is 
different. It may even bring back publishing houses, 
though in a different form, with editors for writing, 
interactive electronic graphics programmers and de-
signers, videographers, photo editors and navigation 
integrators for a new generation of BOOKS WE GET 
PAID FOR! The music industry did it. We can, too.
 
What about the ipaD?
Buyer’s remorse has cycled back to utter fascination. I 
would tell you more if I could just get the darn thing 
away from JC for a minute, but the last advice I heard 
from her was, “Get your own, buddy.”

symposium planning
The Dallas Local Arrangements Committee, under the 
direction of Chair Jimmy Turner, is actively recruit-
ing a colorful array of public and private gardens that 
only Dallas could offer. Committee member Mariana 
Greene provides a glimpse of what to expect in her 
article on page 1.

Our Symposium Program Committee, chaired by 
GWA Vice President Debra Prinzing, received over 
100 presentation proposals to fill the 21 program slots 
for the 62nd Annual Symposium. Building a program 
from such a bounty of experience and talent is a big 
task, and we hope to announce the educational agenda 
for Dallas very soon.

other aCtivities
Directory:  Production of this year’s membership re-
ferral directory is under way. We expect to complete 
publication and distribute copies to members by the 
end of May. In the meantime, you can always contact 
members through the online database. 

Garden Media Awards:  In March, GWA held its 
annual Media Awards judging weekend in Washing-
ton, D.C. The Silver Award recipients are reported on 
page 4. The Gold Award winners will be announced 
at the Dallas Annual Banquet in September.

Trends Report: The GWAF issued the 2010 Early 
Spring Gardening Trends Report recently (see page 1). 
GWA members can download a free copy at www.
gardenwriters.org.

Reminder: The Quill & Trowel newsletter goes to 
electronic delivery only with the August issue. Look 
for new access instructions soon.

Robert C. LaGasse
Executive Director

Exec. Dir. continued from page 3
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On The

QT

Kathleen Peabody Maslanka, 58, 
recently passed away, after a 

battle with cancer. She was a resident 
of Grosse Pointe Woods, Mich.

During the mid 1980s, Kathleen 
was public relations director at 
Cottage Hospital in Grosse Pointe 
and helped facilitate the hospital’s 
merger with Henry Ford Health 
System before becoming executive 
director of the Wayne County Medi-
cal Society from 1989 to 1995.

Following her successful battle 
with breast cancer in 1991, she, 
along with two colleagues, formed 
the Mozart Group, a professional 

in memoriam — kathleen peaboDy maslanka

fundraising consultancy.
Her interest in the link between 

cancer and the environment spurred 
Kathleen to become a master gar-
dener. She worked on numerous 
Detroit-area community green 
projects and educated others about 

the correlation between plants and 
cancer.

From June 2003 to December 
2008, she was the executive director 
of the Women Lawyers Associa-
tion of Michigan, a frequent public 
speaker and the garden columnist 
for the Grosse Pointe News.

Following her cancer diagno-
sis, she became an advocate for 
the American Cancer Society, Race 
for the Cure and Ovarian Cancer 
Alliance.

Memorial donations may be 
made to The Capuchin Soup Kitchen, 
1820 Mt. Elliott, Detroit, MI 48207.

Lorraine Ballato has been named as 
the gardening columnist for a new 
monthly publication, Fairfield Coun-
ty Life, that will publish its premier 
edition in May.

Cheryl Doyle Kearns has been 
named editor of Magnolia: The 
Journal of the Magnolia Society 
International. As editor, she joins 
the MSI Board of Directors. The 
JC Raulston Arboretum welcomed 
Cheryl to a three-year appointment 
at their Board of Advisors’ spring 
meeting.

Pat Crocker’s The Vegan Cook’s Bible 
won Gourmand World Cookbook’s 
“Best Vegetarian Book in the World” 
Award in Paris in February. 

Sharon Lovejoy’s newest book, 
Toad Cottages & Shooting Stars, has 
already won an iParenting.com 
Media Award before hitting the 
shelves. Her book tour schedule 
can be seen at www.sharonlovejoy.
com/evt.html.

Aldona Satterthwaite has been ap-
pointed executive director of the To-
ronto Botanical Garden. Aldona will 
be responsible for the overall leader-
ship and management of Toronto 
Botanical Garden’s operations.

Stephen M. Still is one of 12 re-
cipients of the 2010 American Hor-
ticultural Society Great American 
Gardeners Awards. Still is receiving 
the prestigious Liberty Hyde Bailey 
Award, given for significant lifetime 
contributions to at least three of the 
following horticultural fields: teach-
ing, research, communications, 
plant exploration, administration, 
art, business and leadership.

Gardening Gone Wild (gardening-
gonewild.com) created by Fran Sorin 
and Nancy Ondra, has been named 
one of the top 20 Gardening Blogs 
by Horticulture magazine. As the 
CBS Radio News Gardening Cor-
respondent, Fran is always on the 
lookout for new products, plant 
introductions and recently pub-
lished books. No event information 
please. (fransoringardendedsigns@
gmail.com)

The Skyscraper Garden, a verti-
cal gardening system patented by 
Derek Fell, is a kit that allows gar-
deners to grow vining vegetables 
and flowers in a much smaller space 
than horizontally. The unit can 
be mounted against a wall or as a 
free-standing structure between two 
cedar posts. (skyscrapergarden.com)

Pat Stone just published the 20th 
anniversary issue of GreenPrints, 
“The Weeder’s Digest.” GreenPrints 
has always been an intimate shar-
ing among gardeners and, true to its 
nature, the theme of this beautiful, 
one-time-only edition is warmth.
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Lynn Felici-Gallant is an attorney 
and owner of Indigo Gardens, LLC, a 
fine garden and container design and 
horticulture marketing company on 
the seacoast of New Hampshire. She is 
also a freelance garden writer and edi-
tor of Coastal Home magazine, a home, 
garden and lifestyle publication cover-
ing Northern New England seacoast 
communities.

Phyllis Gricus is the owner of Land-
scape Design Studio, in Pittsburgh, 
Pa., a firm that has been dedicated to 
creating sustainable and imaginative 
gardens for all seasons since 1999. Phyl-
lis has been the garden features writer 
for the Pittsburgh edition of Housetrends 
magazine since 2007 and a contributor 
to the syndicated magazine’s land-
scape trends column in several other 
markets.

Bill Harvey has more than 30 years 
experience as a graphic designer and 
creative director.  He has worked ex-
tensively with local, regional and na-
tional companies to enhance their brand 
identities, messaging and platforms. In 
addition, he has been involved in book 
packaging, working with major publish-
ers on concept, design and development. 
(www.harveyseverance.com)

Nona Koivula has been employed 
in the home garden industry since 
1972. She was executive director of All 
America Selections and The National 
Garden Bureau for 25 years. Nona re-
cently retired.

Stephanie Locher has been a pro-
ducer for broadcast TV for 20 years 
and has been in the industry for 27 
years. Recently, she has been segment 
producer for HGTV, DIY, Fine Living 
and Animal Planet along with a local 
stint at PBS.

Jeff Lowenfels is a past president and 
Fellow of GWA. He is a columnist for the 
Anchorage Daily News as well as being a 
freelance writer. His weekly gardening 
column has run more than 35 years 
without interruption, in addition to his 
regular radio program in Anchorage, 
Alaska. Jeff is author of Teaming with 
Microbes: The Organic Gardener’s Guide to 
the Soil Food Web (Timber Press).

Allan Mandell launched an award-
winning professional career photo-
graphing gardens following art school 
and a year-long expedition to Kyoto, 
Japan. Now living in Victoria, B.C., 
Canada, days include shooting, comput-
ing and kayaking. While continuing to 
publish internationally and teach work-
shops, his current direction has taken a 
decided shift toward photography as 
fine art — back to the roots!

Elaine Matsushita was editor of 
the Chicago Tribune’s Home & Garden 
section from 1994-2009. For 13 years, 
she led the paper’s Glorious Gardens 
Contest, which let readers show off 
their beloved gardens and provided 
a bounty of stories and new sources. 
Elaine guided the visual presentation 
of Home & Garden, receiving seven 
Awards of Excellence from the Society 
for News Design and an award from 
the American Society of Landscape 
Architects/Illinois Chapter. She now 
is senior editor for Crate and Barrel in 
Northbrook, Ill.

Steven M. Nordmeyer is editorial 
media director and editor of Garden 
Gate magazine. He brings more than 
30 years of publishing experience to 

aWarDs Chair & Co-Chair
Judy Lowe, a former president of 
GWA, is an editor and garden blogger 
at The Christian Science Monitor news-
paper in Boston. She is the author of 10 
garden books and has won awards for 
her newspaper garden writing

Beth Botts is a freelance garden editor 
and writer in Chicago. She is a senior 
editor at Chicagoland Gardening maga-
zine and previously worked more than 
20 years as editor and garden writer at 
the Chicago Tribune. She has won several 
GWA awards.

aWarDs juDges
Scott Aker is gardens unit leader at 
the U.S. National Arboretum. He has 
written a weekly gardening column in 
the Washington Post and has contributed 
to several book projects.  He currently 
resides in Laurel, Md.

Therese Ciesinski is managing editor 
at Organic Gardening magazine, based 
in Emmaus, Pa., and has worked at the 
magazine for 10 years. She is the recipi-
ent of the 2009 Gold Award from GWA 
for Best Magazine Writing, and three Sil-
ver Awards. She lives in Macungie, Pa.

gWa meDia aWarDs juDges

In late March, the GWA Media Awards judges met in Washington, D.C. to evaluate the 
entries for this year. Back Row (l to r): Bill Harvey, Robin Ripley, Scott Aker, Beth Botts, 
Lyn Severance, Phyllis Gricus, Darrell Trout, Allan Mandell, Lynn Felici-Gallant, Jennifer 
Gillette, Allen Rokach. Front Row (l to r): Catherine Zimmerman, Therese Ciesinski, Elaine 
Matsushita, Marty Ross, Pat Stone, Steven Nordmeyer, Judy Lowe. 
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the planning, development and execu-
tion of Garden Gate magazine, Special 
Interest Books and all other products 
and services for the Garden Division of 
August Home Publishing. Steven was 
the art director for Garden Gate from 
1996-2004 and creative director of Oster 
Communications, Inc., for 17 years prior 
to that position.

Robin Ripley is a garden and food 
writer whose special interest is in 
gardens that both produce food and 
improve the beauty of the landscape. 
She is co-author of the book Grocery 
Gardening by Cool Springs Press and 
blogs about her gardening and cooking 
at http://bumblebeeblog.com. She writes 
and talks regularly with groups about 
grocery gardening, potager design and 
the importance of locally-grown and 
fresh foods.

Allen Rokach has built a successful 
career in location photography. For 
more than 30 years, he has traveled the 
world on assignments. For 14 years, 
Allen was the director of photography 
and staff photographer at The New 
York Botanical Garden and senior gar-
den photographer at Southern Living 
magazine. Allen teaches photography 
at the ICP and other workshop pro-
grams throughout the United States. 
His book, Focus on Flowers: Discovery & 
Photographing Beauty in Gardens & Wild 

Places (Abbeville Press), won the 1991 
Award of the Year for Photography 
from GWA.

Marty Ross is a freelance garden 
journalist and syndicated columnist. Her 
writing for the New York Times has re-
ceived four GWA Media Awards, includ-
ing the Award of Excellence for writing. 
She has also won GWA Media Awards 
for her magazine writing and for stories 
published in the Kansas City Star. In 2008 
she was named a GWA Fellow.

Lyn Severance, a communication 
design graduate of Parsons School of 
Design, has more than 30 years of expe-
rience as a graphic designer, illustrator 
and creative director. She has worked 
extensively with local, regional and na-
tional companies to enhance their brand 
identities, messaging and platforms. 
During her 18-year tenure with Ben & 
Jerry’s, she was part of the team bring-
ing the company from its launch into 
adulthood. (www.harveyseverance.com)

Ilene Sternberg is a freelancer who 
has authored two books with Alison 
Beck, Best Garden Plants for Pennsylva-
nia (Lone Pine Publishing, 2005), and 
Perennials for Pennsylvania (Lone Pine, 
2007). In a previous incarnation, she 
evaluated and bought books for the 
Montgomery County Public Libraries 
in Maryland. At home in West Chester, 

Pa., she maintains her own collection 
of more than 2,000 gardening and hor-
ticulture books.

Pat Stone is the editor/publisher 
of GreenPrints magazine. He is also 
author/editor of Chicken Soup for the 
Gardener’s Soul, Easy Gardening 101, 
and Weeder’s Digest. Pat is the former 
garden editor of Mother Earth News and 
co-founder of The Lord’s Acre, a food 
garden for the hungry.

Darrell Trout is a writer, speaker, 
horticulturist, and photographer. Darrell 
previously served as a Regional and Na-
tional Director of GWA. He has written 
for magazines, newspapers in addition to 
having written six books. After a career 
in business (he has an MBA in marketing) 
he trained and worked at the New York 
Botanical Garden. He is a N.Y. Certi-
fied Nursery Professional. He lectures 
throughout the U.S. and Canada.

Catherine Zimmerman is an author 
and award-winning director of pho-
tography. She is also a horticulturist, 
landscape designer and accredited 
organic land care professional based in 
the Washington, D.C., area. She has a 
Bachelor of Fine Arts in Photography. 
Catherine is both the author and pho-
tographer of the newly released book, 
Urban & Suburban Meadows, Bringing 
Meadowscaping to Big and Small Spaces.
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Allied News
ameriCan garDen aWarD  
The American Garden Award is an opportunity for the 
gardening public to vote on a specific flower or plant 
that they think has the most appealing garden charac-
teristics. In cooperation with 18 highly respected public 
gardens throughout the United States, All-America 
Selections presents the four entries so consumers can 
view the plants in person and vote on their favorite. 

Vote: by texting a given code to a polling number; 
by going to www.americangardenaward.com and clicking 
on the voting button; by using postage-paid voting 
postcards located at most gardens or by following 
American Garden Award on Twitter and Facebook.

The four entries are: (1) Echinacea ‘Prairie Splen-
dor’™; (2) Ornamental Pepper ‘Purple Flash’; (3) 
Rudbeckia ‘Denver Daisy’; and (4) Zinnia Profusion 
‘Knee-High Red’. Voting is open May 1–Aug. 31 and 
winners are announced in September. In the meantime, 
any or all of these flowers are available at your local 
garden retailer.
 

neW From earthbox
Earthbox® has two new fashionable 
accessories designed to beautify 
the world’s most popular growing 
containers. The EarthBox Garden 
Veneer is a decorative cover made 
of durable, easy-to-assemble UV-
stabilized PVC. An EarthBox fits 
neatly into the Garden Veneer, 
adding a sophisticated look to the 
dependable container. Also avail-
able is the EarthBox Garden Trellis, 
made of the same sturdy material as 
the Garden Veneer. (800.821.8838 or 
www.earthbox.com)

neW aDDition For Droll yankees

The new Window Hum-
mer 3 is a new addition to 
the Droll Yankees Hum-
mingbird feeders. The 
WH-3 is the updated ver-
sion of our WH-2, but with a new attractive and ap-
pealing design. Same great Droll Yankees quality at the 
same great price of the WH-2. The cover is a beautiful 
translucent red to attract more Hummingbirds. Refill-
ing is a cinch with a new cover design. It still holds six 
ounces of nectar and features two integral ports and a 
set of Nectar Guard Tips.  (www.drollyankees.com)

ahs announCeD 2010 
garDen book aWarDs
Each year, the American Horticultural Society (AHS) 
recognizes outstanding gardening books published in 
North America with its annual Book Award. Books are 
judged by the AHS Book Award Committee on qualities 
such as writing style, authority, originality, accuracy 
and design quality. 

Recipients of the AHS’s 2010 Book Award are: • The 
Brother Gardeners by Andrea Wulf (Alfred A. Knopf) 
• The Explorer’s Garden by Daniel J. Hinkley (Timber 
Press) • Parks, Plants, and People by Lynden B. Miller 
(W. W. Norton & Co.) • Wicked Plants by Amy Stewart 
(Algonquin Books).

The AHS also awarded a Citation of Special Merit 
to Manual of Woody Landscape Plants by Michael Dirr 
(Stipes Publishing L. L. C., Champaign, Illinois).

AHS Book Award Committee members who judged 
the awards are Marty Ross (chair), Scott Calhoun, Jane 
Glasby, Doug Green, Doreen Howard, Irene Virag, 
and William Welch.

proven Winners Debuts 
thirD issue oF proven beauty
The third issue of Proven Beauty for Early Spring has 
debuted. For 2010, Proven Winners expanded their 
readership and included French and Spanish versions 
of this digital magazine. At this time, there are more 
than 10,000 subscribers. 

View the Early Spring issue: http://provenwinners.
wicow.com/pvProBty2010Eng/start.asp?page=0

To subscribe: http://www.provenwinners.com/proven-
beauty/

mt. Cuba Center releaseD ConeFloWer 
evaluation projeCt 
Mt. Cuba Center’s horticultural 
research program released “Cone-
flowers for the Mid-Atlantic Re-
gion,” a coneflower (Echinacea) 
evaluation project. Recommenda-
tions have been made on the cul-
tivars that performed best under 
garden conditions in the Mid-At-
lantic Region. To download your 
copy of this report, visit www.
mt.cubacenter.org.
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New Members
Welcome to the following new members who 

joined the association in March and April 2010.

Ginger  Aarons-Garrison
Time Travel Tours
P.O. Box 4427
Wilsonville, OR 97070
(O) 503.454.0897
(H) 503.454.0897
(F) 877.787.7807
info@timetraveltours.com
www.timetraveltours.com

Joan Andersen
Munsinger Clemens Botanical Soc.
5533 Brooks Circle
South Haven, MN 55382
(H) 320.236.7997
lakesidegirl@hotmail.com

Lisa Aquizap
Fiacre Design, LLC
28 Ironworks Rd.
Concord, NH 03301
(O) 603.219.9557
(H) 603.226.2447
lisa@fiacredesign.com
fiacredesign.com
fiacresfriends

Sarah Bader
Lavender at Stonegate
22615 SW Ulsky Rd.
West Linn, OR 97068
(O) 503.638.5218
(H) 503.734.9966
sarahb@lavenderatstonegate.com

Kathy Bahr
Garden Associates LLC
290 Carter Notch Rd.
Jackson, NH 03846
(O) 603.383.6724 
kb@gardenassociates.com
gardenassociates.com

Jerry Baker
13123 White Violet Dr.
Naples, FL 34119
(O) 239.595.6521
(H) 239.513.6993
americasfavoritegardener@gmail.com

Nancy Baker
Gardens by Nancy
60 Dogwood Ln.
Trumbull, CT 06611
(O) 203.375.7011
(H) 203.375.7011
(F) 203.375.7011
NBaker01@msn.com

Gail Barton
Flowerpress
5201 West Gate Hills Dr.
Meridian, MS 39307
(O) 601.483.3588
(H) 601.483.3588

lgbarton@gmail.com
www.yardflower.com

Sylvia  Bernstein
2060 Norwood Ave.
Boulder, CO 80304
(O) 303.720.6604
(H) 303.417.9903
slywoman@gmail.com
aquaponicgardening.wordpress.com

Patricia Boudier
Peaceful Valley Farm 
   & Garden Supply
P.O. Box 2209, 125 Clydesdale Ct.
Grass Valley, CA 95945
(O) 530.272.4769
(H) 530.477.2549
(F) 530.272.4794
pattie@groworganic.com
groworganic.com

Wendy Brister
Harrisburg Area Community 
   College
38 New Bridgeville Rd.
Wrightsville, PA 17368
(O) 717.676.1940
(H) 717.246.0574
wbrister5@gmail.com

Mary Beth  Burner
a new leaf 
1205 Grace St.
Birmingham, AL 35209
(O) 205.790.0198
(H) 205.790.0198
(F) 205.672.2630
mbburner@mac.com

Anne Marie Chaker
The Wall Street Journal
608 Gist Ave.
Silver Spring, MD 20910
(O) 202.862.9251
(H) 301.585.3115
anne-marie.chaker@wsj.com

Katie Cook
26 Westhampton Ct.
Stafford, VA 22554
(O) 540.657.5361
(H) 540.657.5361
ktcook99@yahoo.com
www.gottagarden.blogspot.com

Carol Cowan
Zebra Promotions Inc.
575 Avenue Rd., #902
Toronto, ON M4V 2K2 
Canada
(O) 416.929.1066
(H) 416.929.1066
zebra@passport.ca

Lauralyn Feetham
Edmonds Community College
P.O. Box 443
Bothell, WA 98041
(H) 206.354.0782
lauralyn@scn.org

John Forti
Strawberry Banke Museum
P.O. Box 300
Portsmouth, NH 03802
(O) 603.433.1108 
jforti@strawberrybanke.org
www.strawberrybanke.org

Karolyn Fournier
6 Michelle Ct.
Kitchener, ON N2N 3K8 
Canada
(O) 519.745.0200
(H) 519.579.8285
karolyn@colourparadise.com
colourparadise.com

Karen Fox
Bay Meadow Productions
4014 Bayshore Rd.
Cape May, NJ 08204
(O) 215.643.4847
(H) 609.884.2993
kwesselfox@aol.com

Galen Fultz
Avant Garden
2 Magnolia Ave., Ste. A
San Anselmo, CA 94960
(O) 415.454.0667
(H) 415.370.2737
(F) 415.259.4033
avantgardeninc@yahoo.com
www.avantgardeninc.com
www.examiner.com/x-36300-
North-Bay-Gardening--Examiner

Donna Gorrell
Munsinger Clemens Botanical 
Soc.
406 Riverside Dr. SE
Saint Cloud, MN 56304
(H) 320.252.8834
dgorrell@stcloudstate.edu

Amy Grisak
Endless Endeavors, Inc. 
2809 Wells Fargo Dr. 
Great Falls, MT 59404
(O) 406.750.1700
(H) 406.750.1700
agrisak@yahoo.com
www.amygrisak.com
www.livinginseason.typepad.com

Joene Hendry
16 Sanford’s Bridge Rd.
East Haddam, CT 06423
(O) 860.873.2477
(H) 860.873.2477
joenemh@comcast.net
www.joenesgarden.com

Scott Hokunson
Blue Heron Landscape Design, LLC
16 Copper Hill Rd.
Granby, CT 06035
(O) 860.735.6064
(H) 860.653.2961
scott@blueheronlandscapes.com
www.blueheronlandscapes.com
bhld.wordpress.com

Nancy Hugo
11208 Gwathmey Church Rd.
Ashland, VA 23005
(O) 804.798.6364
(H) 804.798.6364
nancyhugo@comcast.net

Lisa Hutchurson
Brand/Cool Marketing 
   & Tesselaar Plants
25 Peak Hill Dr.
Rochester, NY 14625
(O) 585.737.4240
(H) 585.737.4240
lisa.hutchurson@brandcool.com
brandcool.com
youreasygarden.com

Wendy Kiang-Spray
708 Cabin John Pkwy.
Rockville, MD 20852
(O) 301.928.9501
(H) 301.251.5689
wkspray@gmail.com
www.greenishthumb.net

Lindsay Knapp
246 Woodford St.
Portland, ME 04103
(O) 207.775.0777
(H) 207.775.0777
lindsay@designtosite.com
designtosite.com
commonsteward.org

Nona Koivula
407 S. 6th Ave.
St. Charles, IL 60174
(O) 630.584.1684
(H) 630.584.1684
nonakoivula@sbcglobal.net

New Members cont’d on page 23
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costs, ongoing costs and reader responses. Here’s a 
summary of those differences with quick notes about 
what these mean to garden communicators. The hard 
data comes from my site analytics packages analyzing 
the garden blogs and websites I run that deliver ap-
proximately one million pages per month.

ease oF use anD establishment Cost
Without question, the advantage goes to the blogging 
software. That’s part of the attraction of blogging, you 
can be up and running in a few minutes if you use a 
free service such as Blogger. Organization can be “on 
the go” and changes are not difficult once you’ve spent 
a few hours on the software learning curve. Website 
software tends to be more difficult to use or figure out; 
there’s a longer learning curve. And depending on your 
hosting company or proprietary software company, you 
can invest a significant amount of money developing 
a website compared to a blog. However, ease of use is 
only the first part of the equation and it falls into the 
category of “just because you can do something, doesn’t 
mean you should.” There are serious consequences of 
this decision.

DiFFerent treatment by google
Think of Google as a brain with several different kinds 
of memory — forgotten information (supplemental 
index), long-term memory (main index); short-term 
memory (main index, but with high link decay); and 
on-time memory (main index, but with very high link 
decay). To clarify, link decay is the speed at which 
information in Google’s various indexes fades from 
use. So current events, earthquakes, rescues, twitter 
posts, etc., have high rates of decay while the reference 
material that people search for and use regularly has a 
shorter rate of decay and can be found for a longer time. 
Google treats a website as long-term memory, which 
means it stays active for a very long time.  Blogs, on the 
other hand, are treated as short-term memory, meaning 
they can rise very fast in the index/search results, but 
disappear faster than most websites. This means if you 
want information to go out and be found quickly, then 
use a blog. If you have information you want to stay 
“evergreen,” use a website. And, as a friend suggested 
to me, if you think using blogging software and creating 
a website will “fool Google,” ask yourself the question, 
“Can the thousands of Google engineers doing search-
algorhythms identify blogging software?” Oh yeah.

This has significant impact for writers or photogra-
phers who are doing seasonal stories or content. A high 
link decay rate means the material will disappear fairly 
quickly from searches, and to keep traffic constant, posts 
will have to be made regularly. In Net-speak, the site has 
to be fed regularly. To check this, simply stop posting 
new material on your blog for several weeks and watch 
the traffic decline to its base rate. Conversely, because of 

the longer link decay in websites, a well-designed and 
written site can be left for a year (or more) with no major 
changes and traffic will remain fairly constant. This also 
means while the cost advantage for establishment goes 
to blogging, the ongoing blogging cost is also higher 
(more articles needed regularly) than for websites where 
well-written content lasts longer.

reaDership
Regular blog readership includes garden writers, gen-
eral media and garden bloggers with a much smaller 
proportion of our gardening audience. And because 
many blog posts can rise quickly in the index, the media 
looks to garden bloggers as resources for quotes.

This is a clear advantage for blogging, as normally, 
websites are not indexed by Google as quickly as a 
blog. General readership, however, is on websites in 
significantly greater numbers because the information 
they tend to use is in the long-term index and will be 
found for a wider range of search terms over a longer 
period of time. If you want to communicate with garden 
writers and media, use blogging software. If you want 
to talk to gardeners, use websites.

aDvertising 
This is one of the more surprising things in my net-
work. Blog advertising is lower both on CPM (cost 
per thousand) and CTR (click through rate) than the 
website. This difference is not insignificant. Blog CTR 
is normally 60% less than website CTR and CPM is 
30% less. So, blog readership does not click on ads 
(consistent with the notion that those seeing the ads 
are garden writers, media and garden bloggers) and, 
consequently, the ads are less valuable. A higher CTR 
will lead to higher CPMs on websites. This means that if 
garden writers depend on advertising for income, they 
should be writing website material and not blogging. 
However, if the objective is to attract media attention 
and produce spin-off business (talks, requests for ar-
ticles, etc.), then a blog is a much better vehicle because 
that material will be more current and found quicker, 
albeit for shorter periods of time.

Blogs and websites have their unique strengths in 
garden publishing, but it is critical to decide the end use 
of your information and how you want to monetize it. 
Blogs are like sprinters, while websites are the medium 
and long-distance runners. Which software you use 
depends on which race you’re running?

Doug Green is an award winning garden author who has been 
in the nursery industry most of his life. His newspaper column 
is published in the Brockville Recorder and Times and he’s the 
proud gardening voice on CJAI radio, Canada’s smallest radio sta-
tion. Doug does a variety of magazine articles, copy writing and 
press releases for different clients as well as writing articles for his 
seven gardening websites and e-Books for his growing electronic 
publishing company.

Working the Web continued from page 1
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Below are some of the highlights you will enjoy 
when you come to Big D. We’re looking forward to 
showing you around and showing you a good time.

hobbit house
“Beyond this place there be dragons,” reads the sign 
over a courtyard door, visible once you’ve walked 

across a drawbridge, over a moat and passed through 
handmade, ornate iron gates. Let it be known there are 
talking trees and fairy woods, too.

So begins an enchanted excursion through a unique 
property. It is wholly unlike its neighbors on this nar-
row, winding, blacktop road of old estates and new, 
grand mansions. The house and grounds were not built 
for show but for the delight of their imaginative owner 
and her five grandchildren.

Guided by their client’s fantasies, the professionals 
who designed, installed and maintain the gardens and 
grounds have had to create separate compartments, 
intellectually. The property does not conform to stan-
dard operating procedure, for this is a land inhabited by 
hobbits. Tended gardens are near the house, visible from 
walls of windows. But winding paths, carefully kept to 
look wild and mysterious, thread through woods, across 
a stream, past a tower outlook that doubles as a cistern 
and through a garden gate to reveal the hobbit house. 

Adults are allowed inside only in the company of 
children. But the owner has agreed to make an excep-
tion for us. 

The estate is part Ninfa and part Walt Disney, but 
the love of imaginative play, fairy tales and the belief in 
hobbits is real. It will be an unforgettable visit. 

bellamy CompounD
Imagination reigns again in every corner of Dallas art-
ist and landscape designer Robert Bellamy’s property. 
Over the last 20 years, Bellamy, a Dallas native, has ac-
quired one rundown inner-city property after another, 
until he has amassed almost a block of residential lots. 
With them he has created a series of garden rooms for 
his own pleasure, for work spaces and entertaining 
and for special events.

He lives in a tiny cinder-block outbuilding that 

was his first residential 
rehab. The house that 
was in front of it is long 
gone and now is a broad 
front lawn for barefoot-
ing — with vines climbing 
handmade trellises, ceil-
ing fans suspended from 
great trees, basins of still 
water and fountains made 
from salvage. From there, 
he designed and built an 
area for alfresco dining, a 
studio where he works on 
mosaic garden ornaments 
for his landscape clients, 
an artist’s cottage for paint-
ing, apartments for renting and party spaces. 

Salvage is Bellamy’s friend. He’s known for mining 
buildings to be bulldozed and pulling out great slabs 
of cast and natural stone, architectural details and old 
timbers, which he incorporates into dining pavilions, 
garden seating, water features and outdoor kitchens. 
He enjoys his landscapes year-round, cooling the air 
with industrial fans wired for outdoor use and strategic 
placement of water features to see and hear — both 
tricks to fool the body into thinking 100 degrees is a 
comfortable temperature — and employing fire bowls 
and outdoor fireplaces (perfumed with pinon) for 
gatherings on cool nights.

The property abounds with inspiration and ideas 
to steal.

Dallas arboretum
Encompassing two 20th-century estates, the Dallas 
Arboretum is 66 acres of diversion. Because the Arbo-
retum, which opened in 1984, is younger than many of 
the nation’s arboreta, there is still considerable room for 
growth and development of the gardens as well as its 
research and education efforts. 

The public garden is a series of showcases on 
prime Dallas real estate: a fern dell with shade-loving 
plants, an allee of old crape myrtles, color gardens, 
tranquil water features, hardy palms and two large 
areas set aside for trialing All America Selections and 
newly released annuals and perennials. Subject to the 
dreadful conditions of the North Texas climate — long, 
hot, dry summers, heavy clay soil, high humidity and 
sudden temperature fluctuations of 40 degrees — the 
trial beds and their meticulously kept records help 
Dallas-area gardeners make better choices about what 
to plant where.

Garden writers will have ample opportunity to 
explore the grounds when the arboretum hosts us one 
evening. You can watch the sailboats from a grassy 
and shaded perch and unwind as the sun sets behind 
the lake. 

Symposium continued from page 1

Hobbit House.

Bellamy container plants.
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From 2007-2009, consumer preference was more 
evenly split between garden centers (46%-47%) and mass 
merchants (43%-44%) with a slight edge favoring garden 
centers. However, GWAF’s 2010 Early Spring Gardening 
Trends Research Report conducted in March found a sig-
nificant change in consumer buying preferences with 
a clear majority (54%) stating they intend to purchase 
most of their spring gardening plants at garden centers 
while only 37% chose mass merchants as their primary 
plant source for this spring. (See Figure 1.)

“Best Quality” remains the primary criteria for 
many households (46%) choosing where they will shop 
for plants, but access to a “trained and educated sales 
staff” jumped from 24% in 2009 to 32% in 2010. “Best 
Price” actually dropped from second place (26%) in 
2005 to third place (19%) in 2010 as the most important 
criteria for where consumers will choose to purchase 
their spring plants.

The 2010 Early Spring Gardening Trends Research Re-
port is the first of four national consumer attitude surveys 
on gardening conducted each year by the GWAF. The 
data was collected March 3-6 by Technometrica Market 
Intelligence, the leading polling organization rated most 
accurate in the past two U.S. national elections. Other 
information from the survey includes:

• More than two-fifths (43%) of respondents who have 
a garden plan to use retailers for their spring garden 

Trends continued from page 1
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planning, while 37% plan to gain knowledge from 
their neighbors.

•  More than one-third plan to use books and magazines 
(34% and 31%, respectively) for their spring garden 
planning.

•  Two-thirds (66%) of respondents who have a garden 
intend to grow their own vegetables this year.

•  More than three-fourths (76%) are motivated to grow 
their own vegetables because it will yield vegetables 
with better quality, taste and nutrition.

•  More than half the respondents (52%) say they plan to 
have a medium  (20’x20’) or large (20’x40’) vegetable 
garden in 2010.

The 2010 Early Spring Gardening Trends Research 
Report covers consumer expectations and attitudes for 
activities and purchases planned for March through 
May. The survey statistically represents the attitudes 
of over 100 million households with an accuracy of 
95% (+/- 4.2 percentage points). GWA Members can 
obtain a free copy of the survey reports by visiting the 
“members only” archives at www.gardenwriters.org.  
Non-members can obtain a copy of the survey results 
for a small fee by visiting the GWA Foundation page 
at www.gardenwriters.org.

For more information, contact the GWA Foundation 
at 703.257.1032 or info@gardenwriters.org.

Figure 1
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Nancy  Kuhajda
309 Siegmund St.
Joliet, IL 60433
(O) 815.723.9664
(H) 815.723.9664
gardnr2gardnr@aol.com

Karen Lamarre
7 Glendale Dr.
Dudley, MA 01571
(O) 508.344.2814
(H) 508.949.0233
KarenL25@verizon.net

Marietta Loehrlein
Western Illinois Univ.
1 University Circle
Macomb, IL 61455
(O) 309.298.1089
(H) 309.833.1195
(F) 309.298.2280
MM-Loehrlein@wiu.edu
sustainablelandscaping.us
sustainablelandscaping.us

William Martin
Edible Gardens
P.O. Box 6411
Santa Barbara, CA 93160
(O) 805.964.5805
(H) 805.964.5805
wizdmkeepr@aol.com
www.ediblegardens.com

Adriana Martinez
417 West 23rd St.
Long Beach, CA 90806
(O) 562.716.8575
(H) 562.716.8575
adriana0804@hotmail.com
www.anarchyinthegarden.com

Bill McDorman
International Seed Saving 
   Institute
P.O. Box 596
Cornville, AZ 86325
(O) 928.649.3315
(H) 928.300.7989
belle@seedsave.org
seedsave.org
seedsave.org/wordpress/

Linda McNair
Surf City Growers
1975 Cox Rd.
Aptos, CA 95003
(O) 831.245.7444
(H) 408.702.2088
linda@surfcitygrowers.com
www.surfcitygrowers.com
www.myfirstorganics.com/ecofare

Jean McWeeney
411 S. Sparta St.
Ruston, LA 71270
(H) 318.255.9175
jmcweeney@suddenlink.net
www.thenaturalgardencoach.com
www.diggrowcompostblog.com

Jeff Morey
Brantwood Publications
2430 Estancia Blvd.
Clearwater, FL 33761
(O) 727.724.0020
(H) 727.724.0020
meghan@igcconnection.com
www.nurseryretailer.com

Melody Moser
4961 Winterbury Dr.
Mays Landing, NJ 08330
(O) 609.703.0462
(H) 609.703.0462
MMoser586@aol.com
www.journeysnearandfar.com
www.journeysnearandfarblog.com

Charles Needle
Charles Needle Photography
6401 Lake Washington Blvd. NE
Kirkland, WA 98033
(O) 425.968.2884
(H) cell: 770.630.0453
charles@charlesneedlephoto.com
www.charlesneedlephoto.com

Cindy Owings
P.O. Box 377
Mc Allister, MT 59740
(O) 406.682.5024
(H) 406.682.5024
petunias@3rivers.net
petuniagirl.blogspot.com

Betsy Price
The News Journal
950 West Basin Rd.
New Castle, DE 19720
(O) 302.324.2884
(H) 302.261.6720
(F) 302.324.2884
beprice@delawareonline.com
www.delawareonline.com

Priscilla Purinton
129 Queens River Dr.
West Kingston, RI 02892
(O) 401.688.0678
(H) 401.782.8154
ppurinton@gmail.com
ThePrivateGardener.blogspot.com

Greg  Rabourn
P.O. Box 13362
Burton, WA 98013
(O) 206.463.0558
(H) 206.463.0558
greg.rabourn@gmail.com

Sarah Reichard
Univ. of Washington 
   Botanic Gardens
Box 354115
Seattle, WA 98195
(O) 206.616.5020
(H) 206.782.7899
reichard@uw.edu

Kelli Rodda
GIE Media
1608 Canyon Creek Dr. East
Azle, TX 76020
(O) 817.675.2387

(H) 817.238.0909
krodda@gie.net
www.NMProMagazine.com

Katie Rotella
Ball Horticultural Co.
740 Lexington Ave.
St. Charles, IL 60174
(O) 630.588.3296
(H) 630.377.2024
krotella@ballhort.com

Arlena Schott
Garden Wise Living TV
N39486 Witt Hill Rd.
Whitehall, WI 54773
(O) 715.985.3963
(H) 715.985.3963
tailormd@triwest.net
www,arlenagwise.com

Marsha Sinon Cohen
2523 Maple St.
Franklin Park, IL 60131 
mcohensi@triton.edu

Sonja Smith
14935 Citation Ct.
Morgan Hill, CA 95037
(O) 408.605.3397 
sjgardening@gmail.com

Rita Spangler
117 S. 300th Place
Redondo, WA 98003
(O) 206.335.7717
(H) 253.946.5641
spangler51@msn.com

Carol Ullerich
3130 Cairo Rd.
Paducah, KY 42001
(O) 270.442.8165
(H) 270.442.8165
(F) 270.575.7032
kentina@copper.net

Jennifer Walton
Lake Simcoe South 
   Master Gardeners
21 Anchor Ct.
Holland Landing, ON L9N 1G1 
Canada
(O) 905.868.9679
(H) 905.868.9679
charles.walton@sympatico.ca

Doreen Wynja
Eye of the Lady, Inc.
410 Third St.
McMinnville, OR 97128
(O) 503.816.0942
(H) 503.472.9243
wynja@onlinemac.com
www.eyeofthelady.com

Catherine Zimmerman
The Meadow Project
10211 Lorain Avenue
Silver Spring, MD 20901-2404
(O) 301.717.6802
(H) 301.754.1414
info@themeadowproject.com
themeadowproject.com

Jeanette Zipf
Mt. Cuba Center
P.O. Box 3570
Greenville, DE 19807
(O) 302.239.4244
(F) 302.239.5366
jzipf@mtcubacenter.org
www.mtcubacenter.org

allieD members

A.E. McKenzie Co.
Britt Lawson
1000 Parker Blvd.
Brandon, MB R7A 6E1 
Canada
(O) 204.571.7500
(F) 204.728.8671
brittl@mckenzieseeds.com
www.mckenzieseeds.com

Briggs Nursery
Karen Kemp-Docksteader
PO Box 658
Elma, WA 98541
(O) 800.444.1515
(H) 661.910.2403
(F) 360.482.1203
karen@briggsnursery.com
www.briggsnursery.com

David Austin Roses
Sally Ferguson
427 Old Otis Rd.
Danby, VT 05739
(O) 802.293.2800 
sally@fergusoncaras.com
www.davidaustinroses.com/american

Gerten Greenhouses
Scott Fischer
5500 Blaine Ave.
Inver Grove Heights, MN 55076
(O) 651.239.1385
(F) 651.450.2272
sfischer@gertens.com
www.gertens.com

Mt. Cuba Center
Peggy Anne Montgomery
P.O. Box 3570
Greenville, DE 19807
(O) 302.239.4244
(H) 302.239.5366
pmontgomery@mtcubacenter.org
www.mtcubacenter.org

The Growers Exchange
Briscoe White
11110 Sandy Fields Rd.
Charles City, VA 23030
(O) 888.829.6201
(H) 804.651.6469
(F) 804.829.5620
bwhite@thegrowers-exchange.com
www.thegrowers-exchange.com/
   /theexchange.thegrowers-exchange.
   com/blog/

Waterrounds
Tom Shappie
P.O. Box 110
Murriella, CA 92564
(O) 866.992.3999
(F) 951.253.9212
tshappie@waterrounds.com
www.waterrounds.com

New Members cont’d 
from page 19
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regions i & v holD regional meetings

region i — neW englanD groWs

Fifty people attended the Region I meeting at New Eng-
land Grows in February. 

We were pleased that there 
were many first-timers in 
attendance, as well as famil-
iar friends. GWA Region I 
Director C.L. Fornari began 
the day with a presentation 
of new plants from Spring 
Meadow Nurseries, which 
gave many attending a seri-
ous case of plant lust!

Our main speaker was 
Richard Banfield, CEO 
of Fresh Tilled Soil, an 
Internet development and 
marketing firm. Richard 
began his talk by saying 
that the new model of do-
ing business was through conversations, and these 
connections are being made through websites, blogs, 
twitter, Facebook and other social media. “To those 
who say that they don’t have time for these things,” 
Richard stated, “I reply that you shouldn’t have time 
to do anything else.” 

Among other things, Mr. Banfield went on to say 
that he’s a fan of websites built with Wordpress soft-
ware, that a website should be simple and easy to use, 
and that anyone in business should look for as many 
ways to connect with others as they can. 

Attendees gave a big round of applause for the 
underwriters of this meeting: Gardeners Supply Com-
pany, Spring Meadow Nurseries and Netherlands 
Flower Bulb Company. 

Photo by H
ilda M

orrill

region v gets a DramatiC taste oF spring in ChiCago

The Chicago Flower & Garden Show set the stage, 
literally, for a successful Region V meeting in March. 

Nearly 50 GWAers and guests savored the sights and 
smells of spring and observed a little theater magic. 
The show’s theme, “Cultivating Great Performances,” 
reflected Chicago’s reputation as a great theater town in 
many of the 25 display gardens that bloomed inside the 
Navy Pier convention center. GWA attendees enjoyed 
two hours of crowd-free viewing and photographing 
before the event opened to the public. 

While meeting participants were treated to a 
gourmet box brunch, Chicago Flower & Garden Show 
Director Tony Abrus-
cato welcomed GWA 
and provided a brief 
overview of the show’s 
development. He said 
each of the display gar-
dens had to meet the 
show’s goal to inspire, 
educate and motivate 
people to plant gardens 
and get involved in the 
green movement. 

Speaker Jean Ann 
Van Krevelen, author 
and director of social 
media for Cool Springs 
Press, addressed how 
Twitter,  Facebook, 
Blogs and other social 
media can work for 

photo by Linda N
itchm

an

Jean Ann Van Krevelen (left) 
speaker, and Amanda Thomsen 
take a break on the show floor.

photo by Linda Nitchman

GWA members and guests network and enjoy the 2010 
Chicago Flower & Garden Show.

   Home of Underwood Gardens and 

P.O. Box 4995, Chino Valley, AZ 86323

(888) 878-5247

Grandma’s Garden Catalog

www.UnderwoodGardens.com
info@UnderwoodGardens.com

Heirloom Vegetable
Flower and Herb Seeds

Great selection      

Fast shipping 

Personal service

Richard Banfield discusses the 
Internet and social media.
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garden writers and gave some nuts and bolts on getting 
started. Richard Hawke, plant evaluation manager at 
the Chicago Botanic Garden, spoke about green roofs, 
focusing on CBG’s new 16,000 sq.ft. roof planted last 
August. Thank you to our speakers for their enlight-

photo by Linda Nitchman

GWA members tour the Lurie Garden in Millenium Park 
on Friday afternoon.

ening presentations. A guided tour overlooking the 
exhibit hall, led by Daniel Stober, Chicago Flower & 
Garden Show creative director, wrapped up the GWA 
programming and left members free to return to the 
show at their leisure.  

Special thanks to the Chicago Flower & Garden 
Show for meeting accommodations, food, parking and 
show admission and to the Lurie Garden in Millenium 
Park for a guided tour of the garden on Friday after-
noon. GWA members who missed that optional event 
or who want to return to Lurie during the growing 
season are invited to arrange a tour at melanie.scott@
cityofchicago.org. Lurie Garden is open to the public 
year-round.

Thanks also to those who provided door prizes 
and items for our goodie bags: Aquascapes, Ball Hor-
ticulture, Beth Botts, Charlie Nardozzi, City of Chi-
cago Dept. of Environment, Chicago Dept. of Tourism, 
CobraHead, Fiskars, Gardeners Supply Co., Kianga, 
Inc. (Ups-A-Daisy), Proven Winners, The Morton 
Arboretum, The Seed Keeper Company, University of 
Illinois Extension, and Womanswork®.

And, last but not least, thanks to Beth Botts and 
Bill Aldrich for help in planning this meeting.

regional meetings
The following regional meetings are scheduled for 2010. Additional information will be posted online at www.
gardenwriters.org and in future issues of the Quill & Trowel newsletter.

region ii
Fri., oCt. 8 — 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
haverForD, Devon & Wayne, pa.
Registration fee: $35/person (GWA members/
 spouses); $50/person (non-members)

Registration and tours will be held at Haverford Arbo-
retum, America’s oldest college arboretum, celebrating 
its 175th anniversary in 2009. We’ll travel to Chanti-
cleer — A Pleasure Garden (Wayne) for a talk focused 
on the wonders of the Northeastern Fall Color Show. 
We’ll also enjoy the GWA report, Green Raffle and the 
GWA-famous “Trunk Show!” Lunch will be served at 
Chanticleer. Visit Jenkins Arboretum in the afternoon 
and tour their new “Green” Visitor’s Center. Jenkins is 
one of Pennsylvania’s major horticultural showcases of 
native trees, shrubs, rhododendrons, azaleas, laurels, 
blueberries, ferns and wildflowers.

Contact Kirk R. Brown (Tel: 610.391.0291; Fax: 
610.530.8754; vista6211@verizon.net; kirk@gardende-
signinc.com).

region v
Fri., june 25 — 7:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
moline/east moline & roCk islanD, ill.
Davenport & bettenDorF, ioWa
Registration fee (by June 4): $35/person (GWA  members/ 
 spouses); $45/person (non-members)
Late Registration Fee: $40/person (GWA members/
 spouses); $55/person (non-members)
Registration & cancellation deadline: June 11

Tour plant-packed public and private gardens, from 
a century-old estate to an exquisite residential gar-
den that is not yet a decade old. We’ll enjoy lunch 
at a spectacular garden center whose clean-burning 
greenhouse heaters dispose of waste oil from custom-
ers’ cars and lawn mowers. Darrin Nordahl, author 
of Public Produce: The New Urban Agriculture, will talk 
about producing food on public land within cities. 

Contact: Amy McDowell (amyandtim1@yahoo.com; 
515.210.6505)  Register online: www.gardenwriters.org.
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members’ latest publiCations

Debra Lee Baldwin, Suc-
culent Container Gardens: 
Design Eye-Catching Displays 
with 350 Easy-Care Plants, 
Timber Press, 256 pages, 
310 color photos, hardcover, 
$29.95. Available now. In this 
inspiring and practical guide, 
Baldwin provides everything 
you need to know to combine, 
plant and nurture succulents 
in large and small containers. 
In addition to overwintering 

and pot selection, Baldwin provides tips for effective use of 
patterns, colors, forms and textures.

Marianne Binetti and Ali-
son Beck, Edible Gardening 
for Washington and Oregon: 
Vegetables, Herbs, Fruits & 
Seeds, Lone Pine Publishing, 
240 pages, $22.95. Available 
now. Growing food outside the 
traditional garden plot, this book 
is written for a national audience 
with special concentration on 
edibles that do well in the cool, 
summer climate of the Pacific 
Northwest. The book encourages 
growing not just vegetables, but 
also berries, herbs, flowers, and 

even ferns. Special note on growing what is super healthy, 
oddly beautiful and the ancient and exotic. Multiple color pho-
tos on every page, handbook size with water-resistant cover.

Nan Chase, Eat Your Yard! 
Edible trees, shrubs, vines, herbs 
and flowers for your landscape, 
Gibbs Smith, 160 pages, il-
lustrated, paperback, $19.99. 
Available now. Eat Your Yard! 
describes 30 beautiful landscape 
plants — from apples to yucca 
— that also produce food, and 
includes 35 recipes to inspire 
gardeners and cooks to try some-
thing new from the yard. Recipes 
include mint wine, pawpaw ice 
cream, roasted sunflower seeds 

and pickled grape leaves. Includes growing information and 
seasonal landscape highlights.

TC Conner (poet) and M. 
Elizabeth Tenerelli (photogra-
pher), Spring, eBook. Online: 
http://tinyurl.com/yj5s5m5. 
(Design by graphic artist Joe 
Tenerelli). E-books are becom-
ing more popular and authors 
are beginning to see the benefits 
of these environmentally friendly 
publications. Look for three more 
seasonal E-books by Tenerelli and 
Conner: Summer, Fall, and Winter. 
Future plans are to publish the 

four seasons together as one eBook.

Derek Fell, I’ll Make You a Gar-
dening Wizard Overnight, Lipen-
wald, 275 pages, soft cover, 
$19.95. Available now. This book 
focuses on having a successful veg-
etable garden using 100% organic 
methods and Fell’s recommended 
variety selections for high yields.

Diana Grenfell and Michael 
Shadrack, The New Encyclo-
pedia of Hostas, Timber Press, 
472 pages, $49.95. Available 
now. The New Encyclopedia of 
Hostas, the second edition of 
this book, provides growth and 
cultivation information for 700 
cultivated hostas. Detailed, easy-
to-read descriptions include 
growing tips, recommendations 
for landscape use and sugges-
tions for companion plants. Clear 

cultivation advice is provided, including recommendations 
for hostas that succeed in challenging environments, such as 
the warmer regions of the United States. 

Marjorie Harris, Thrifty: Living 
the Frugal Life in Style, House of 
Anansi, 280 pages, paperback, 
$16.95. Available now. Harris of-
fers a timely and entertaining guide 
to living the richly frugal life. From 
tips on how to haggle to becoming a 
frugal fashionista, maintaining your 
home on a budget, and thrifty garden-
ing, travel and entertainment, Harris 
provides essential guidelines to living 
a qualify life on less. Thrifty is packed 

with simple and savvy tips drawn from Harris’ own fulfilled, 
thrifty experience.
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Ron Kushner, A Year in a Rock 
Garden: An Organic Garden-
ing Guide, Create Space — 
an Amazon Company, 226 
pages, $19.95. Available now. 
Smaller available spaces for 
gardens, a national movement 
to forego the use of synthetic 
chemicals in the environment 
and a desire to utilize low main-
tenance and native plants, are all 
addressed in Kushner’s book. 
Readers will understand specific 
gardening direction as to what 
must be accomplished each 
month; learn which plants are 

to be avoided; gain a comprehensive list of sources for seeds, 
plants, gardening tools and supplies; be given input on specific 
plants, their needs, bloom time, flower color and an appendix 
of close to 300 appropriate plants and their cultural needs.

Pat Lanza, My Garden Doc-
tor, The Peppertree Press, 
207 pages, $12.95. Available 
now. Lanza’s most loved book 
that was purchased at a library 
book sale for 35 cents in 1989, de-
served to be reprinted. A turn-of-
the-century story of inspiration, 
gardening and love of nature, My 
Garden Doctor tells the story of a 
woman who is ill, near death, 
due to overwork, and becomes 
inspired to dig and plant, but 
had to get better to begin. She 
moves from a room in a New 
York row house to a small farm 
in New Hampshire with her 

nurse. Caroline wants to get well and goes from being carried 
on a litter, to dragging herself along the ground on a rug, to 
being able to make a garden, and finally to have a life. First 
published in 1913 and written by Frances Duncan, the original 
copy is too worn and fragile to share, so after much thought, 
and expense, it is now being offered to the public.   

Sharon Lovejoy, Toad 
Cottages & Shooting Stars: 
Grandma’s Bag of Tricks, 
Workman Publishing, 
205 pages, paperback, 
$14.95. Available now. 
Created by Sharon Lovejoy, 
a grandmother of four, Toad 
Cottages and Shooting Stars 
is an ecologically inspired 
guide that combines more 
than 130 green activities 
with timeless grandparent-
ing advice. Illustrated with 

Lovejoy’s distinctive, delicate watercolors, it’s an inventive 
resource for grandmother and grandchild, or any adult with 
a child in their life, to connect with each other through nature. 
It is the book to make sure an afternoon, a day, or a weekend 
turns into a memory that lasts forever.

Carolyn Summers, Design-
ing Gardens with Flora of 
the American East, Rutgers 
University Press, 224 pages, 
16 color and 62 black-and-
white photographs, 9 il-
lustrations and 26 tables, 
paperback, $23.95. Avail-
able now. Designing Gardens 
with Flora of the American East 
approaches landscape design 
from a sustainable, ecologi-
cal perspective, encouraging 
professional designers and 
backyard enthusiasts alike to 
intensify their use of indig-
enous or native plants. These 

plants, ones that grow naturally in the same place in which 
they evolved, form the basis of the food web. Wildlife sim-
ply cannot continue to survive without them — nor can we. 
Summers introduces our wild flora into designs for common 
garden landscapes, such as foundation plantings, mixed 
borders, even formal knot gardens.

David Wood (author) 
and Nell Floeter The 
Kingwood Bunnies , 
Peppertree Press, 50 
pages, $14.95. Avail-
able now. This is the 
second book in David’s 
series to interest children 
in the plant life around 
them. The book takes 
place in the beautiful 
Kingwood Center Gar-
dens, Mansfield, Ohio, 
and is a year in the life of 

a garden rabbit family. Two young bunnies, Rosemary and 
Basil, learn about spring flowering bulbs to the fall color of 
leaves as they try to avoid a mean ole red-tailed hawk.

Catherine Zimmer-
man, Urban and Subur-
ban Meadows, Bringing 
Meadowscaping to Big 
and Small Spaces, Ma-
trix Media Press, 272 
pages, $29.95. Avail-
able  now at  www.
themeadowproject.com. 
Zimmerman combines 
her expertise in pho-
tography, storytelling, 
environmental issues, 
horticulture and organic 
practices to offer mead-

owscaping as a lawn alternative. She weaves her personal 
journey of changing her own landscaping choices into a 
guide that demonstrates both the need to change current, 
detrimental landscaping practices and the practical know-
how and resources to accomplish that change.
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tsapril 16-25
21st annual celebration of the Cincinnati Flower Show, 
sponsored by the Cincinnati Horticultural Society, 
Symmes Township Park, 11600 N. Lebanon Rd., Cincin-
nati, Ohio. (www.cincyflowershow.com)

may 18-21
Northwest Perennial Alliance Hardy Plant Study 
Weekend, Bellevue Hilton, Bellevue, Wash. Weekend 
includes a presentation by internationally known 
plantsman Adrian Bloom, who will also be launching 
his new book Bloom’s Best Perennials and Grasses. (north-
westperennialalliance.org)

may 21-31
Lilytopia - A new event! Longwood Gardens, Kennett 
Square, Pa. (LongwoodGardens.com/Lilytopia)

may 27-29
Herb Society of America 2010 Educational Conference, 
Loews Vanderbilt Hotel, Nashville, Tenn. (herbsociety.org)

june 15-17
National Lawn & Garden Show, Crowne Plaza Hotel, 
Colorado Springs, Colo. (www.nlgshow.com)

june 25-27
Newport Flower Show, Rosecliff, Newport, R.I. The show 
celebrates its 15th year with the theme, “Safari Flora and 
Fauna.” With Bartlett Tree Experts as presenting sponsor, 
the show will feature a lecture and workshop by floral 
demonstrator and author, Marie-Francoise Deprez; and 
a lecture by nursery owner and author, Tony Avent, who 
will talk about his plant-hunting adventures in South 
Africa.. (www.NewportFlowerShow.org)

june 27-30
Garden Centers of America Summer Tour, Disney’s 
Contemporary Hotel, Orlando, Fla. (www.gardencen-
tersof america.org)

july 16
Woody Plant Conference, Scott Ar-
boretum of Swarthmore College. Co-
sponsored by Chanticleer, Longwood 
Gardens, The Morris Arboretum of 
Swarthmore College and Tyler Arbore-
tum. (www.woodyplantconference.org)

july 18-24
28th Perennial Plant Symposium and 
Trade Show, Doubletree Hotel Lloyd 
Center, Portland, Ore. The symposium 
includes lectures, workshops, tours and 
a trade show. (www.perennialplant.org; 
614.771.8431)

august 3-5
PANTS - The Penn Atlantic Nursery 
Trade Show, Greater Philadelphia Expo 
Center, Oaks, Pa. (www.pantshow.com)

september 8-11
2010 Home Garden Seed Association 
Summer Conference and Trials, Ge-
neva, N.Y. Tours will include the USDA 
Plant Genetic Resources Unit, Michael 
Mazourek’s organic vegetable trials at 
Cornell University, tours of other uni-
versity and industry  trial grounds and 
round table discussions. (www.ezfromseed.org)

september 10-13
Garden Writers Association Annual Symposium, Grand 
Hyatt Downtown, Dallas, Texas (Watch for information 
on Facebook, Twitter and www.garden writers.org)

september 23-25
FNGLA The Landscape Show, Orange County Conven-
tion Center, Orlando, Fla. (www.fngla.org/fnats)


